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NUMBER     !• 
PARISH    OF    DORNOCH. 

(County  of  Sutherland — Trejhytery    of  Dornoch — Synod  of 
Sutherland  and  Oaithnefs.y 

By  the  Rev.  Mr,  John  Betrunc. 

>  J 

Origin  of  the  Name. 

THE  town  and  pariih  of  Dornoch  derive  their  name  from 
the  Gaelic  words  Dom^Eich^  which  fignifies  a  hotfeU 
Jbot  or  hoof;  concerning  which  the  current  tradition  is  as  fol* 
lows :  About  the  jear  1 259,  the  Danes  and  Norwegians,  hav- 
ing made  a  defcent  on  this  coaft,  were  attacked  by  William, 
Thane  or  Earl  of  Sutherland,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  this  town.  Here  the  Daniib  general  was  flain,  and 
his  army  beaten,  and  forced  to  retire  to  their  (hips,  which 
were  not  far  diftant.  The  Thane  of  Sutherland  greatly  figna«< 
lized  himfelf  upon  this  occaiion  ;  and  appears,  by  his  perfonal 
valour  and  exertion,  to  have  contributed  very  much  to  deter- 
mine the  fate  of  the  day.  While  he  fingled  out  the  Danifh 
general,  and  gallantly  fought  his  way  onward,  the  Thane 
^ing»  by  fome  accident,  difarmcd,  feized  the  leg  of  a  horfe, 
which  lay  on  the  ground,  and  with  that  difpatchcd  his  ad* 
Vol.  VIII.  4.  ycrfary. 
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verfaiy.  In  honour  rf  this  exploit,  «nd  of  the  weapon  wilfi 
vrhich  it  was  atchievcd,  this  pLce  received  the  name  of  Dom* 
eicb,  or  Dornoch,  as  it  is  now  called  *. 

Sitvation^  Extenty  Surf  act  ^  Soih  Climate^^c, — Dornoch  5sth« 
prc(b}tery  feat;  and,  alternately  with  Thurfo  in  Ctithnefs, 
that  of  the  fynodi  The  burgh  of  Tain,  in  Rofsfhire,  (lands 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  frith,  dlitftly  oppofite  to  Dornoch  5 
and  three  computed  miUs  to  ihe  wcfhvvard  of  both,  where  the 
frith  becomes  pretty  narrow,  is  the  MeikU  Fcrry^  fo  called  in 
contradiflinftion  to  another  arm  of  the  fca,  called  the  Little 
Ferry.  On  each  fide  of  the  former,  there  is  a  large  boat  fct 
tranfporting  carringcs,  horfes,  and  other  cattle  ;  as  alfo  a  yawl 
for  the  accommodation  of  foot  p^flcngcrs ;  but  at  the  Little 
Ferry  thefe  are  found  on  the  eaft  fide  only.  At  this  ferry, 
four  hands  fcrve  ;  and  the  fame  number  at  each  fide  of  the 
Meikle  Ferry.  Frequent  complaints  are  heard  of  both  ;  an  evil 
not  peculiar  to  thefe  feriies,  nor  likely  to  be  reined  led,  until 
the  property  and  difpofal'of  frch  be  vefled  in  the  public,  in- 
ftead  of  private  proprietors,  whofe  chief  aim,  naturally,  is  to 
have  as  high  a  rent  as  pofTible.  This  parifli  extends  9  miles 
from  E.  to  W.  along  the  co  ift  of  the  frith  of  Dornoch ;  and 
from  S.  to  N.  or  N.  W.  about  15  meafured  miles.  It  has  a 
confiderable  extent  of  fea  cnad,  not  only  upon  the  frith  of 
D.;)rnoch,  but  alfo  on  that  of  the  Little  Ferry,  which  runs 
about  4  miles  up  the  country  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  parifh* 
Thefi^orcs  produce  Ib^^ll  £ih,  particulaily  cockles  and  mufcles ; 

but 

*  This  trrJition  is  ccnintenaoccd  by  the  Urfc-fiae^  which  is  ftill  retained  in  the 
mrmi  of  the  burgh.  In  memory  of  the  fame  event,  a  flonc  pillar  was  credttd 
on  the  fpot,  fupporting  at  the  top  a  crr.f-,  encompafled  by  a  circle,  which  went 
under  the  name  of  the  EaiVs  Crftft.  Standing  on  a  fandy  hillock,  it  wa*- 
gradually  undermined  by  the  winds  :  fcvcral  years  ago  it  tumbled  down,  ted' 
was  brolic  to  pieces  5  at  prcfcnt,  only  fcattercd  fragments  of  it  re 
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lat  yield  little  other  benefit  to  the  inhabitants.     The  fea* 
waic  is  of  little  value.     There  is  only  one  boat's  crew  of 
filheiznen,  who  are  neither  ikilful  nor  adventurous :  they  are 
therefore  wretchedly  poor,   and  of  little  or  no  advantage  to 
the   places  while   others  from  Murray  and  BanfF-fhire,  catch 
fifli  on  this  coafl,  and  make  money,   by  carrying  away  the 
cod,  haddocks,    fcate,  flounders,  &c.     At   the  Little  Ferry^ 
there  is  an  excellent  harbour,  where  ihips  lie  in  perte£l  fecu* 
rity,  after  having  got  over  a  bar,  which  runs  acrofs  the  en- 
trance.    At  high  water,  vefTels  of   5:0   tons  burthen   may 
enter  here.     At  the  (bore  of  Dornoch,   too,   iinall  vciTels  lie 
in  (afety,  with  tolerable  weather,  as  well  as  near  the  Meikle 
Frrry ;  but  a  formidable  bar  (Iretches  from  the  eadern  point 
of  the  coaft  of  Dornoch,   almoft  quite  over  to  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  frith,  called  (from  their  inceiTant  noife)  the   GizGiieg 
Briggi.     The  banks  forming  this  bar,  ere  not,  however,  fo 
clofely  conoefted,  but   that  veiTcls  of  confiderable  burthen 
-(perhaps  300  tons)  may  entor,  under. the  dirediuo^f  a  pilot. 
The  (hores  are  fljt  and  fandy,  and  the  lands  contiguous  to 
tham  generally  level ;  but  gradually  eleyated  as  they  approach 
the  hilly  diftri^s  to  the  north.     Tlie  foil  is  fandy  ;  the  pre- 
valence^of  that  quality  decreafing  in  proportion  to  the  diflance 
from  the  ibore.     The  higher  grounds  in  culture,  partake  of 
mofs  ;  of  the  clay  kind,  there  is  little  in  the  parifli.     The  air 
here,  is  pure  and  falubrious,  if   we  except  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  a  large  morafs,  extending  from  the  town  of  Do&- 
Doch  upwards  of  two  miles  to  the  well  ward,  and  lying  along 
the  county  road.     This  has  been  a  common,    Sn me  years  ago, 
a  ''c!  erne  of  divifion  was  formed,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Court  of  Seilion :   It  was  accordingly  divided  amcng  the  pro.- 
prietor3  of  the  adjacent  lands,  and  march  ilones  fet  up  \  but 
itiUit  lies  undrained,  and  a  nuifancc,  as  before.     Some  feeble 
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ftttetnpts  have  been  made  towards  culture  at  the  wellcm  es^ 
tremity  of  it. 

River f  Lahes^  Animals y  Mimrals^  &c. — Btfic'es  the  com^ 
mon  domeftic  animals,  foxes,  badgers,  pole-cats,  hares,  otters, 
and  rabbits,  are  found  in  this  parifh  ;  alfo  engies,  hawks, 
muirfowl,  woodcocks,  partridges,  plovers  and  iiiipes.  The 
river  of  Evelicks,  which  falls  into  the  fea  near  the  Mcikle 
Ferry,  affords  a  few  falmon  and  trouts.  The  hilly  part  of 
the  pari(h  contains  3  or  4  fmall  lakes,  in  which  a  variety  of 
trouts  are  found.  The  largcft  of  thefe  lakes  may  be  about  a 
xnile  long,  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad.  One  of  them 
produces  a  fine  red  trout,  which  weighs  from  \  pound  to  i\ 
pound.  The  parith  is  not  dellitute  of  common  ftone  quarries. 
At  Erabo  there  is  one  of  free -ftone.  There  is  no  natural 
wood  of  any  value.  A  great  quantity  of  Mofs  Fir  is  found 
under  ground :  It  ferves  for  light  to  the  poorer  fort ;  and  logs 
are  fometimes  dug  up,  which  are  ufed  even  in  building.  This 
fort  of  timber  is  remarkably  durable.  At  both  the  Skibos 
there  are  thriving  plantations  of ^r,  though  of  no  great  extfent. 
At  Evelicks,  fome  appearances  of  coal  have  been  obfervcd ; 
and  about  a  mile  to  the  N.  W.  of  Dornoch  is  found  a  very 
rich  clay.  It  is  extremely  hard  to  dig  ;  the  pick  muft  go  be- 
fore the  fpade :  It  remains  hard  after  expofure  to  the  air  ; 
yet  a  very  fliort  carriage  makes  it  run  to  the  confiftency  of 
j^itch.  When  ufed  in  building,  it  takes  an  equal  quantity  of 
fand. 

Agriculture  and  Produce. — The  crops  raifed  here,  are 
cats,  bear,  peafe,  potatoes,  and  fome  beans  and  rye.  About  the 
year  1758,  potatoes  became  a  principal  article  of  provifion 
here.  Now,  they  ferve  as  the  chief  fublifience  of  the  people 
during  a  third  part  of  the  year  j  with  many  for  one  half^  and 
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%&ith  fome  even  for  two  thirds  of  the  year*.     There  are  no 
field  turnips  cultivated  here  ;  and  fcarce  any  fown  grafs  raifed, 
except  in  two  or  three  places,  the  feats  of  men  of  property  ; 
T7hich  are  alfo  the  only  inclofures   in   the  parifli.     Hence,' 
the  arable  ground  is,  for  the  greater  part,  in  conftant  tillage* 
It  is  therefore  no  wonder,  that  it  yields  poor  crops,  in' return 
for  much  labour  and  expence.    Lime  is  little  known  here,  as  a 
manure.     The  benenc  of  it  is  not  underflood  :  nor  could  it 
indeed  be  procured  but  at  a  heavy  expence  ;  for  though  there 
^re  ihells,  the  tenants  sannot  aSbrd  to  bum  them*    Towards 
the  fliore,  the  prevailing  crops  are  bear  and  peafe ;  in  the 
more  inland  farms,  oats ;  and  of  the  lafl,  different  kinds  of 
white,  and  of  £maU  black  oats  are  ufed,  according  to  the  va« 
rioQS  qualities  and  circumftances  of  the  foil.     The  people  find 
that  great  oats  quickly  dcgenerate'^in  poor  land  j  and  while 
they  admit  that  this  is  the  more  fruitful  grain,  ftill  they  con^ 
tend,  that  the  other  is,  on  the  whole,  more  produdive,  as  be- 
ing  more  numerous^  and  yielding  more  flraw.     The  average 
returns  of  bear,  may  be  from   5  to  6  ;   of  oats  and  peafe, 
from  3  to  4*     The  two  laft  arc  fown  in  April,  and  reaped, 
the  peaftj  in  the  end'  of  Auguft,  and  the  oats  In  September. 
The  bear  is  fown  in  May,  and  ripe  in  Auguft.     After  a  good 
crop  of  potatoes,  barley,  without  any  additional  manure,  is 
expeAed,  on  the  coaft  ;  but  no  oats,  or  very  bad,  after  the 
barley,  which  is  fucceeded  by  peafe ;  and  the  following  feafon, 
the  land  is  manured  and  fown  with  bear  again.    In  tlie  inland 
parts,  oats  are  fown  after  potatoes.     Some  farms  yield  three 
pr  more  crops  of  oats  in  fucceflion  ^  but  the  fandy  foil  along 

the 

•  Mauj  poor  families,  who  rent  no  land,  are  accommodated  by  others  with 
31  fi-ot  {(4*  thi«  ufeful  root,  for  the  fake  of  the  dung,  foot,  or  afhes  which 
they  lay  apon  it;  and  this,  while  it  contributes  clTcDtially  to  the  fubfiftcnce  of 
ihe  poorer  fort,  i«  alfo  the  moft  prevalent  mode  pradlifcd  here  for  improving 
ILod  meliorating  the  foil. 
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*  Donbta  are  entertained  how  far  the  pariih  of  Alloa  contained  fo  great  a 
T,  at  58x6  foub,  ini755 ;  ^ut  the  reader  will  ealily  perceive » that  no  fair 
conpariibn  can  be  made,  between  the  population  in  1755,  and  at  prefent,  but  by 
•  ftiia  adherence  to  Dr*  Webftcr'a  account  of  the  population  at  the  former 
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tt^fortlifs  lodgingf^  znd/cardtf  rffitiJ^.  The  cdnuBOtt  modr 
of  providing  for  winter  firing  here,  !•  pecoliarlj  iojurioos 
to  health.  During  the  fesfottt  ia  which  the  poor  people 
are  employed  in  carrying  it  out  of  the  hilUi  they  go  to  the 
xDofsi  or  fo  hx  in  their  way  toward*  it  in  the  evening;  lie 
out  in  the  open  air  all  night,  and  toad  their  horles  in  the 
morning.  The  great  diftance,  badocfs  oC  the  roada«  weak- 
nefs  of  their  horfes,  and  fcantinefs  of  paflnre,  impoie  thii  cnif- 
cl  neceilrty.  There  is  no  cart  road  to  the  mofs,  peat  and  turf 
being  carried  by  means  of  an  auk  ward  apparatus*  on  the  backs 
ef  fmall,  ialf-ftarved  horfes.  In  one  or  two  diftri&s  of  the 
parifla,  the  people  begin  to  fee  the  abfurdity  of  this  praftice, 
and  have  adually  made  fome  attempt*  towards  a  better 
within  the  laft  two  years ;.  but  nothing  like  a  competent  road 
&as  yet  been  executed. 

Roads  and  jBrxVjr^^.--.Nature.  has  made  the  public  roads  here 
paflable:  they  owe  littlo  to  induftry  or  police;-  the  ftatute 
labour  has  occafionally  been  exaded,  but  it  has  not  been 
applied  with  that  conftaney  and  vigour,  which  would  ren- 
der it  efficient.  A  commutation  of  it  appears  to  be  now  in 
eontemplatien,  among  the  proprietors  of  this  and  fome  other 
northern  counties^  This  pari  (his  dcftitute  of  bridges;  the 
want  of  one  is  particularly  felt  at  the  river  of  Evelicks, 
jwhich  is  often  not  paSable  in  winter.  A  piece  of  ground, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Dornoch,  is  faid  to  have  been  deftined  by  a 
former  public  spirited  proprietor,  for  the  purpofe  of  uphold- 
ing a  bridge  on  this  river^  and  to  have  been  left  by  him,  un« 
der  the  adminiftxation  of  the  proprietor  of  a  neighbouring  eftate. 
Whether  there  are  any  autfaentie  documente  extant,   to  efta- 

blifli 

*  There  are  no  well  authenticated  inftancei  of  extraordtnauy  loDgeTit)r. 
Some,  howevcr>  live  to  the  age  of  80,  and  fome  90  years. 


tJDormch^  It 

Uilh  this  &&,  is  not  known.     At  prefent,   the  field  alluded 
to  is  held  io  property,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  reft  of  the  ' 
eftate,  with  which  it  has  been  fo  long  connefted  ;  the  prefent 
proprietor  having  purchafed  the  whole,  without  anj  referva- 
fton,  from  his  predeceflbr. 

Ecd^fiical  State. — ^There  are  no  fedaries  here,  at  leaft 
no  avowed  feoeders  from  the  eftablifhed  church ;  one  maa 
only,  who  is  not  a  native  of  the  parifli,  declines  joining  in  the 
public  religious  fervices.  llie  ftipend  is  80  bolls  of  bear, 
and  700  merks  Scotch,  including  communion  elements*  The 
glebe  is  confiderablj  under  the  legal  ftandard.  The  manfe 
was  built  about  16  years  ago,  but  was  never' fubftantially  ex- 
ecuted, or  properly  finiihed,  and  therefore  (lands  in  need  of 
repairs.  Three  aifles  of  the  ancient  cathedral,  form  the  pre- 
fent church  9  the  fourth  has  been  long  in  ruins.  The  church 
has  undergone  different  repairs,  and  at  a  confiderable  expence. 
The  Countefs  of  Sutherland*,  is  patron.  Mod  of  the  fami- 
lies, of  any  diftindion,  conneded  with  the  pariihi  continue  to 

B  a  buxjr 

*  The  Cunilf  baiybg  place  is  within  the  churcli.  A  neat  monument  has 
Been  ereded  over  it  to  the  memory  of  the  laft  Earl  and  Countefs  of  Suther- 
land, the  parents  of  the  prefent  Countefs,  who  hoth  died  in  the  flower  of  youth, 
within  ten  days  of  each  other,  at  Bath,  and  were  buried  in  one  f  rave  in  the 
church  at  Holyrood-houfe,  anno  1766.  His  Lordfliip  had  only  attained  the  age 
of  31,  and  her  Ladyihip  that  of  a6  years.  This  amiable  pair  were  not  lefs  en- 
nobled by  their  fliining  virtues,  ;than  by  their  high^rank. .  Their  humane  dif- 
poGtioos  and  condefcending  manners  had  greatly  endeared  them  to  all  orders  of 
fociety.  No  wonder,  then,  that  their  untimely  death  was  deeply  felt,  and  um- 
verfally  deplored.  The  monument  bears  the  following  infcripUon,  borrowed 
from  David't  aflcdionate  lamenution  over  Saul  and  JoMtban : 

**  They  were  lov*  ly  and  pleafant 
**  in  their  lives, 

**  And,  in  their  death,  they  were 
**  sot  divided. 
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bury  within  the  church*.  In  fome  m'eafare  to  remedy  thi$ 
nuifancey  the  church  was  lofted  fome  years  ago,  at  the  height 
of  about  feven  feet  from  the  ground.  To  this  upper  ftorj* 
which  is  the  prefent  place  of  wor(hip«  the  afcent  is  bj  ftairg 
from  without,  the  open  area  underneath  ftilLferviag  as  a  ba^ 
rying  ground.  Notwithflanding  this  improvement,  which  is 
a  confiderable  one,  the  church  is,  from  its  vaft  extent  and 
ftupenduous  height,  a  very  incompetent  houfe  of  worfliip, 
being  es^tremely  cold,  9n4  beyppd  the  powers  Qf  aa  ordinary 
voice  t« 

*  Aroun4  the  cathedral  is  the  church-yard,  without  any  fence,  and  in  the 
centre  of  the  hurgh.  It  is  the  market  place.  The  county  road  runs  through  it. 
Some  years  ago,  the  heritors  of  the  parifh  and  magilb^tes  of  the  burgh,  enter- 
ed into  a  refolution  to  prohibit  all  farther  burying  there.  A  piece  of  ground, 
without  the  towh,  was  accordingly  marked  out  for  that  ufe.  A  day  was  fixed, 
beyon^  which  no  perfon  was  to  be  admitted  to  the  old  ground,  and  public  in- 
timations, to  that  purpofc,  repeatedly  made.  But  the  prejudices  of  the  peopk 
prevailed,  and  the  projed  was  relinquifhed. 

f  Dornoch  was  formerly  the  feat  of  the  Bifhop  ^  CaOtiufi,  The  precife  time 
of  the  eredion  of  the  fee  is  not  afcertaii^di  Andrew,  Bilhop  of  Caithnefs,  i^ 
witnefs  to  a  donation  by  David  I.  to  the  monaflery  of  Dunfermline.  He  was 
^iihop  here  anito  I150,  and  is  probably  the  firft  of  whom  there  is  any  authentic 
account.  In  the  laia  was  confecrated  bifhop  here,  Gil^rt  Murtt^;  who, 
while  yet  a  youn^  man,  and  a  canon  of  the  church  of  Moray^  greatly  diftinguifh- 
ed  himfclf  in  behalf  of  the  independence  of  the  Scottifli  church.  Attempts  h^d 
been  made  to  bripg  the  clergy  of  that  church,  under  the  jurifdidion  of  ^e  Arch- 
biihop  pf  Torjk.  The  projpA  was  not  only  patronized  by  the  King  of  England, 
but  favoured  by  the  Pope's  legate,  .who  held  a  convention  on  t)ie  fubjed  at 
Northampton,  in  prefcnce  of  the  Kings  of  England  apd  Scotland,  armo  zz;6. 
Gilbert  was  one  of  the  inferior  clergy,  who  attended  the  Scottiih  biihops  cited 
by  the  legate  on  this  occafion.  After  the  legate  had  addreffed  a  fpecch  to  the 
convention,  warmly  recommending  the  meafure  in  contemplation,  a  long  lllencc 
enfued,  the  biihops  of  Scotland  b<^ing  intimidated  by  the  legate's  prefence  and 
authority.  At  length,  GUSert  Murriiy  arofe,  and  affertcd  the  independence  of 
his  church,  in  terms  of  fuch  manly  determination,  and  vigorous  eloquence,  as  at 

once 
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P«or«-— The  poor's  roll  bf  thispariih  generally  contains 
from  80  to  100  pecfbus.     Tliere..is.h9  fund  for  their  fupport 

but 

cinoc  revived  ihc  courage  of  his  alTociates,  and  extorted  the  appkufe  of  his  a<!- 
ver&ries ;  whcrewpoo  the  legate,  apprehemfing  that  he  had  fpoken  the  prc- 
vailiog  feotinicot*  of  hia  country,  bcoke  up  did  alTembly.    The  jonng  orator 
fm,  on  bis  retvni  home,  unLverfally  carciTed,  aud  afterwards  promoted  to  the 
fee  of  Caithnef*.     He  built  the  Cathedral  of  Dornoch ;  died  at^crabfter,  in 
Caithnefs,  where  the  btfhops  had  alf  •  a  rclidcnce  in  1*45,  and  was  afterwards 
canonized.     A  ftatue  of  him  is  ftill  (hewn  in  the  church  here,  under  the  name 
f>f  St.  GMitft  i  bat  at  is  not  entire.    The  laft  bifliop,  Andtew  Wood,  was  tranf- 
(ated  httc  from  the  liles^  anno  1680 ;  and  remained  till  tht  Revolution  in  i689. 
WritcD  tell  as,that  Dorjfoeivrza  alTo  the  feat  of  one  of  themonafteri<«of  the  Trimfff^ 
or  Red  Friars^  otherwife  called  Mutburinesy  from  jthcir  houfc  at  Paris  dedicated  to 
St.' Math  urine.     The  great  profeffcd  objed  of  the  in ftitution' of  this  order  ap- 
pcara'to  .have  been  the  redemption  of  Chriftian '  captives ;  to  which  porpofe  a 
iSiirdpart  of  (heir  revenue  is  faid  to  have  beeii  deftlned.  -  "•  Tirtta  ^vtt'Fir/^** 
fays  their  confUtution,  "  r^ervetur  ad  redemptiomem  .mftivarum^  qui  JhM  ifu^nerati^ 
««  pT9jtdt  Cbrijiiy  a  Pa^anis^     Of  1 3  c»f  thcfe,  which  are  faid  .to  have  liibfifted  in 
Scotland  at  the  Reformation,  one  was  at  Dor/iof^, founded  in  1271  by  Sir  Patrick 
Murray.    Not  the  ftnalleft  vcf^igc  of  the  building,  however,  caff  now  be  traced; 
tbt  very  fite  of  it  it  unkaown  at  this  diyw    Tho  lands  bdongiftg  to  ihe  miniftry 
p£  Berwick  were  ;given.to  this  place,  af^r  tl^at  city  .bad;  failed  i<itGi.th(;.  hands  of 
the  En^Uih.    if  ere  ilaad  the  ryins  of  tlic  bilhop'acaftle,  whicli,  appcan,  to  liave 
been  a  ftately  and  fumptuous  edifice.    About  the  year  1^67,  George  Earl  of 
Caithnefs,  who  claimed  wardlbip  of  Alexander  Earl  of  Sutherland,  then  a  minor, 
had  got  the  perfon  of  the  latter  into  his  pofFeflion.    A  tribe  of  Murrayi;,  inhabit- 
ing this  part  of  the  country,  who  were  firmly  (ittached  to  the  noble  family  pf  Su- 
therland, and  beheld  the  conduit  of  Caithnefs  with  a  jealous  eye,  contrived  to  get 
the  minor  conveyed  from  Caithnefs,  and  put  under  ^he  protedlion  of  rhe  Eurl 
•f  Huaily,    Caithnefs  in  revenge   inyaded  this  country,  by  his  fon  John,  wlio 
invefted  the  town  and  Caflle  of  Dornoch,  of  which  the  Murrays  had  poiTeflcd 
themfelves.    Several  flci|-minies  trjok  place  with  various  fuc^efs.    The  Murrays, 
no  longer  able  to  inainuin  the  grounci  they  had  occupied,  retired  to  the  caftlc. 
Upon  this  the  mafler.of  Caithnefs  burnt  the  town  and  cathedral;  h\^  flill  the 
beiieged  defended  themfelves  in  the  caftle  for  a  month  longer.     At  length,  how- 
ever, they  were  obliged  to  capitulate,  having  undertaken  to  depart  out  of  Su- 
therland within  two  monthii,  and  delivered  three  hoftages  into  the  hainds  of  the 
conquerors.    The  Murrays  fulfilled  their  engagement;  yet  the  hoftages^vejc 
XT9*chctou{ij  murdered. 
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bat  the  Sandaj  coUeftions  nifed  in  the  diufchi  and  finall 
fines  occafionallj  aiifing  from  deliaqueiicies.  Tfaefe  coUeftiottf 
fcarce  amount  to  7 1.  Sterling  ptr  ammtm ;  and  even  from 
that,  Imall  {alaries  are  paid  to  the  feffion-derk  and  other  pa« 
rochial  officers.  Hence  it  is  manife&t  that  the  poor  ca^  denye 
from  this  fource  but  littk  relief*  Thej  therefore  colleft  dicir 
fubfiftence  bj  wandering  from  place  to  place,  and  from  parilh 
to  parilh  *• 

JB»r;i&-«*Domoch  was  ere&ed  into  a  royal  htrgh  hj  m 
charter  from  Charles  I.  anno  t6a8.  The  council  confifts  of 
15,  including  the  proyoft,  4  bailies,  a  dean  of  guild,  and 
treafurer.  Bj  the  conftitution  and  pradice  of  the  burgh,  4 
counfellors  are  annually  changed.  This  is  one  of  five,  which 
compofe  what  is  called  the  northern  diftrifi  of  burghs.  It 
has  no  landed  propertj^  nor  anj  other  fource  of  revenue,  be* 
fides  the  cuftoms  levied  at  fix  annual  fairs  held  here,  and 
which  are  on  the  decline,  as  indeed  the  place  itfelf  is  in  tfic 
laft  ftage  of  deca j.  There  b  no  other  town  or  village  in  the 
pariih,  and  this  hardly  deferves  the  name.  It  contains  only 
four  merchant  (hops,  fuch  as  they  are.  Here,  and  through* 
out  the  parifh,  there  are  feveral  (hoemakers,  taylors,  weavers 
and  fmiths,  fcarce  one  of  whom  lives  by  thefe  profeffions.  As 
they  excel  not,  fo  are  they  but  occafionally  employed  in  them, 

being 

*  In  the  year  179  2,  a  ferere  dearth  was  experienced  here ;  ao  lives,  how- 
ever, were  loft  from  that  caafe,  though  many  of  the  poorer  fort  endured  ex- 
treme hardfliip.  The  managers  for  the  Countefs  of  Sutherland  exerted  thefl%. 
felves  laudably  for  the  fupply  and  relief  of  the  people.  A  great  quantity  of 
▼idual  was  imported  into  the  country  by  her  Ladyfliip's  order,  and  at  her 
expcBce.  Some  fupply  was  alfo  obtained  from  Government.  A  benevolent 
Ifentleman  at  Glafgow,  a  native  of  this  country,  fent  a  cargo  to  be  fold^ 
part  of  it  at  prime  coft,  and  part  of  it  to  be  diilributed  f^u  among  the 
Poor. 
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being  alfo  farmers  on  a  fmall  fcrie.  No  conclofioo  there- 
fwe  could  be  drawn  from  an  accurate  enumeration  of  them« 
The  iheriff-liibftitate  and  (heriff •clerk  of  the  county,  and  a 
meflenger,  alfb  refidein  the  bnrgh  ;  which  has  likewlfe  a  poft- 
o£Sce  and  parochial  fchooL  But  there  is  no  pbyfician,  *fur« 
geoa  or  apothecary  in  the  town  or  pariib« 

LangMage^-^Tht  popular  language  is  the  Gaelic',  from 
which  aUb  almoft  all  the  names  of  the  places  are  manifeftly 
derived*  In  that  language,  iaittt  fignifies  a  ^0100.  Hence, 
Ttfr-AfffUr,  Kihr-baUli,  E^in^bailk,  Siia^baiUe^  compounded 
of  that  word  and  others^  fignifyingi  mount,  rod,  fowl,  wing  ; 
anfwering  to  the  figure,  fituation,  or  other  circumftances  of 
tbefe  places  refpeftively.  Some  places  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  cathedral,  are  denominated  from  the  offices  of  thofe  who 
formerly  held  them;  as,  Croit  *n  ^Ejpig,  Auchintreafuricb^ 
ABcbitiiawUir  i  1.  e.  the  bi/bop\  tr9ajurtf^%  and  ckaater^s 
fields.  One  place,  now  modernized  into  Cyderball,  was  an* 
mendy,  and  ftill  is,  in  the  Gaelic,  called  Sbierra*  This,  ac- 
cording to  a  Danifli  gentleman,  who  lately  vifited  this  place, 
fignifies  in  the  language  of  his  country,  goat  wbey  quarters^ 

CharaBer.'^^VttXj  frauds  and  ofiimces  againft  fociety  are 
prevalent  here  as  weU  as  elfewhere:  little  difingenuities, 
pilferings,  and  wilful  encroachments,  are  alfo  committed;  but 
the  more  daring  and  atrocious  crimes  are  rarely  heard  of  in 
this  pariib.  The  people  here,  cannot  be  called  itidullrious  y 
but  they  are  tenacious  and  frugal  of  what  they  get  If  they 
can  but  live  without  much  exertion,  they  are  content  to  livo 
fyaringly ;  and  if  they  relax  of  their  ufual  parfimony  at  fair» 
and  other  occafional  meetings,  they  know  how  to  make  a- 
niends  by  habitual  economy  and  abftemioufnefs.  Upon  the 
indole,  they  arc  a  q^uiet,  tradable  fon  of  people,  and  under 

4  proper 
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proper  direflion  and  encouragement,  might  be  employed  ift 
manufadures,  with  advantage  to  themfelves  and  to  the  coan" 
try.  Too  numerous  for  the  neceflarj  purpofesof  agriculture, 
tliey  have,  at  prefeat,  no  other  objed  before  them,  to  occupj 
their  attention,  or  to  excite  their  induflry.  Their  ftature  is 
rather  above  the  middle  fixe.  I'hey  are  altogether  unacquaint* 
ed  with  the  fea-faring  life,  nor  do  they  diCcover  any  great  ar« 
dour  for  the  army,  yet,  when  they  do  enter  that  (ervice,  they 
prove  excellent  foldiers.  The  fencible  corps  raifed  at  Hi- 
ferent  periods,  in  this  country,  furnifiied  opportunities  for  af* 
ccrtaining  this  faft.  Every  place  where  they  have  been 
quartered,  will  bear  teftimony  to  their  good  behaviour.  They 
have  approved  themfelves  to  be  regular  (leady  men,  patient  of 
difcipline  and  fubordination  $  fober  and  exemplary  in  their 
condud,  as  foldiers  and  as  men* 

PropB/ed  Ifftfrovimentj,^^Thc{e  may  be  comprehended  an* 
der  a  few  heads,  viz.— the  abolition  of  the  partial,  opprel&ve^ 
and  abfurd  tax  on  coals  ; — the  granting  of  proper  leafes  and  o* 
ther  liberalconditions from  land- holders  ; — the introduftion  of 
manufadures,— -and  the  eftabliihment  of  judicious  arrangements 
for  the  employment  and  fupport  of  the  poor.  Peats  and  turf 
Bre  carried  from  fo  great  a  diftance,  as  to  occupy  the  time  of 
thofe  who  have  horfes  for  the  purpofe,  during  a  confiderable 
poition  of  the  fummer  and  autumn.  This  proves  a  ruinous 
burthen  to  the  tenants,  who  are  obliged,  on  that  account,  to 
keep  many  more  horfes  tjhan  the  purpofes  of  agriculture  re^ 
quire ;  and  althougK  the  making  of  roads  and  the  ufe  of  cartS| 
might  in  a  good  degree  alleviate  the  evil,  the  remedy  would 
be  but  partial,  efpecially  with  regard  to  thofe  who  are  fituaf- 
ed  fartheil  off  from  the  hills.  Of  thefe,  fuch  as  have  few 
horfes,  or  none,  buy  their  firing  at  an  extravagant  rate  from 
the  others,  and  fometimes  cannot  ptocure  it  on  any  terms.  A* 

ny 
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tiy  Oianufftftar'ers  fettled  here,  would  (land,  in  thi3  refpecl:,  in 
th^  like  predicament.  The  poor,  who  cannot  afford  to  baj, 
are  in  a  miferable  fituation.  They  have  to  go  a  great  way 
to  coUeft  burdens  of  whim^  brodm^  (jr. ;  nor  does  the  dry  dung 
that  lies  fcattered  on  the  fields  efcape  them.  To  meliorate 
the  condition  at  once  Of  the  land  and  of  the  tenants,  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  fuch  very  fmall  poflei&ons  as  many  of  them  have, 
ihould  not  be  permitted  to  exift.  In  the  prefent  flate  of  the 
country,  they  would  n6t  furnifli  a  comfortable  fubfitlence»  if 
they  had  them  for  nothing.  There  are,  indeed,  fix  large 
farms  in  the  parifli,  from  30!.  to  90 1.  Sterlings  rent.  There 
are  alfo  fome  others^  of  competent  fize,  under  the  firft  men- 
tioned fum :  But  many  fmall  tenants  are  crowded  into  one 
pofleilion,  and  olhers  fettled  on  fmall  detached  portions,  al« 
together  inadequate  to  their  fupport.  Each  of  thefe  has  hit 
plough,  however  poorly  provided  of  cattle ;  it  is  but  little 
fervice  they  are  fit  to  perform,  and  that  little  they  cannot  do 
f rom  the  fmallnels  of  their  holdings.  The  granting  of  long  leafes^ 
to  poor  people,  in  thefe  circumftances^  appears  not  advifable, 
becaufe  they  are  not  in  a  fituation  to  avail  themfelves  of  them. 
Previous  to  leafes,  it  would,  perhaps^  be  expedient  to  pro- 
vide otherwife  for  the  fupemumerary  tenants,  that  the  reft 
might  be  fuitably  accommodated  :  the  aged  (hould  not  be  dif« 
turbed,  but  the  younger  fuperoumeraries  (manufadures  beiiig 
firft  introduced)  might,  fome  of  them,  be  employed  in  thefe, 
and  others  in  the  fervice  of  the  tenants.  Many  of  the  pre* 
fent  tenants  would  make  a  good  exchange  by  this ;  they 
would,  as  the  hired  fervants  of  others,  be  better  fed  and 
clothed  than  they  now  are,  and  would  at  the  fame  time  be 
relieved  ffom  their  prefent  folicitude,  and  refponGbility  to  the 
landlord*  In  faA,  this  is  very  much  the  cafe  now  among  the 
fmall  tenants  :  the  fervant  lodges'and  fares  in  every  refpedt  as 
well  as  his  employer  5  the  former  receives  his  wages,  while 
Vol.  VIII.  C  the 
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llie  latter  is,  perhapsi  nnabk  to  pay  bit  rent,  or  to  fufnilfc 
cattle  for  his  jroke.  Hereby*  alfo,  aoother  difficulty  under 
Mrhich  the  country  labours,  would  probably  be  removed,  viz. 
the  dif&culty  of  procuring  farvants :  This  is,  m  a  great  mea^ 
fure,  owing  to  the  endlels  divifion  and  fubdiviiion  of  farms 
into  trifling  poflefllons,  making  ahnoft  every  mas  a  nailer. 
An  intelligent,  a£tive,  wealthy  farmer,  from  an  improved 
country,  fet  down  here  and  therCr  woidd  exhibit  an  example, 
at  once  inftruftive  and  animating.  Such  a  mair,  entering  a 
competent  farm,  with  a  long  leafe  and  other  fuitable  encou- 
ragements, would  ibew  the  people  how  to<  live,  and  how  ta 
acquire  the  means  of  living :  Meanwhile,  they  having  tbeir 
poiTeiBons  enlarged,  and  acq.uiring  the  ikill,  and  adopting  the 
pra&ice  of  fuch  a  man,  would,  as  their  circumnaoces  improv- 
ed, build,  inclofe.  Sec.  and  being  firft  taught  and  enabled, 
would,  by  and  by,  afford  the  proprietor  a  faitaUe  rent. 
With  regard  to  manufadures,  the  country  contains  a  fufficient 
number  of  inhabitants,  and  mi^t  f nmiik  proper  materials  for 
Ihem.  The  prices  of  labour  and  provifions  are,  comparatively 
peaking,  moderate,  though  both  have  advanced  confiderably  of 
late  years*.  Large  tracts  of  ground  in  the  neighboKrhood,  haVe 
lately  been  covered  witb  flieep.  Hene  is  a  foundation  for  die 
woollen  manufa£lore.  The  foil  here  too,  appears  very  fa^ 
i*ourabic  to  tlie  raifing  of  fiBX%  Small  quantities  are  raifed 
yearly ;  it  grows  well,   but  from  und&ilful  managemerit  in 

watering, 

*  The  pax  of  d«)'-labodrers-  can  h%rdl j  Be  arceitained,  there  beir^.  few  or 
AOne  of  that  dcfcriptioii  here.  If  they  were  aflured  of  coiiflaBt  employmenty 
they  might,  perhaps,  be  found  at  6  d.  per  day  ;  occafioiially  they  demand  %  d. 
and  fometimcs  I  s.  In  harvcd,  women  get  ^d.  Domeftic  men  fcrvantt  hav« 
from  30  s.  to  4dft.  per  ann.  of  wages,  and  women  fervantb  from  10  s.  to  301. 
and  both  are  on  the  rife.  Both  men  and  women  dref«  in  a  ftyle  very  difFercut 
irom  what  they  did  30  years  ago  ;  woollen  (birts,  which  were  then  gcnerallj 
worn  by  the  lower  cUf»,  arc  laid  afidc,  and  various  articles  of-  finery  introduced 
anoBg  both  kxcs. 
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ftnering,  the  want  of  aisill,  and  other  difEcultieSy  the  profits 
are  cxtremelj  precarioas,  and  the  whole  procefs  is  fo  tedious 
and  laborious,  as  now  conduced,  that  little  benefit  is  derived 
from  k.  '  To  give  manufaftures,  of  any  kiad,  a  fair  chance 
of  fuccefs  here,  a  company,  compofed  of  the  proprietors  oF 
laodt  >ad  profeffionai  men,  fliould  he  formed :  The  latter  only- 
are  fit  to  condttft  fttch  bufinefs ;  and  without  the  proteftion, 
the  influeace,  and  co< operation  of  the  former*  they  would 
have  many  obvious  and  ferious  difBcullies  to  contend  with. 
Nowhere  can  the  poor  be  on  a  worfe  footing  than  iiere.  The 
principal  heritors  do  not  refidc  m  the  parifh,  and  therefore 
contribute  nothing  towards  their  fupport :  .Wandering  from 
one  pariQi,  and  from  one  county  to  another,  die  moft  needy 
are  often  overlooked  from  ignorance  o{  their  real  circumftan« 
ces,  while  oa  the  other  hand,  impoftors  and  fiurdy  beggars 
abufe  the  gcnerofity  and  credulity  of  the  public.  It  is  to  be 
wiihed  that  the  poor  were  univerfally  confined  to  their  own 
pariikes  r  that  by  afleiTments  upon  heritors,  tenants,  and  o- 
thers,  in  proportion  to  their  feveral  interefis,  holdings,  and 
ciicamftasiees,  a  certain  provifion  were  made  for  their 
fubfiftence;  and  that  employment  were  furniflied  them, 
fuitable  to  the  meafures  of  ftrength  and  ability,  which  they 
may  ,bc  found  to  po0*ef$.  This  laft  fuggeds  an  additional  ar« 
g^imeot  in  favour  of  manufactures,  as  thereby  the  poor, 
at  leaft  many  of  them,  would  be  made  to  contribute  fome« 
what  to  their  own  fupport,  and  the  public  burthens  propor- 
tionally alleviated.  Upon  fome  fuch  plan,  the  condition  of 
the  poor  would  be  greatly  improved,  the  public  relieved  from 
inceflant  teazing  and  frequent  impofition,  and  the  burden  fair- 
ly divided  among  all  ranks  and  characters,  in  place  of  falling 
cliiefly,  or  folely  upon  tlie  humane  and  benevolent,  and  often 
tbofe  leaft  aUe  to  bear  it. 

C  %  t^tlMBER 
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NUMBER    IL 
PARISH    OF    ECKFORD. 

(County  qf  Roxburgh  or  7tvioida/e — Prejhytery  ofJedbmgU^mi 
Synod  of  M<rfe  and  TO^wtdaU^ 

By  tbi  Rtfv*  Wjuiam  Patpn,  A.  M* 


Name^  Situation^  and  ExtenU 


THE  ancient  name  of  this  parilh,  as  appears  from  a  paf« 
fa^e  in  Sir  Richard  Baker's  Chronicle,  was  Achforth  *, 
ol:  Aihrfkrthe.  In  aH  modern  writings  it  is  ftyled  Eckfoord 
and  Eckford,  the  original  derivation  being  from  the  Gaelic  or 

Celtic, 

*  **  In  the  X3th  year  of  King  Henry  the  VIU.  ind  of  Jamct  V.  of  Scotland, 
"  Anno  Domini  X52»,  when  the  Duke  of  Albany  wai  eftabliflied  goTcrnor  of 
"  Scotl^y  he  approached  the  ibuthern  borders  with  an  army  of  8000  men* 
"  probably  to  obferve  the  motion  of  the  fngliih  upon  the  confines  of  Scotland, 
**  but  made  no  invafion  into  England;  while  the  Marquis  of  Dorfet,  warden  of 
«  the  eaft  and  middle  marches,  entered  TMotdalt  with  a  number  of  Eoglifi 
**  forces,  burnt  all  the  towns  and  villages  on  eve^y  fide  as  he  Qsarched  north- 
.*'  ward,  and  amongft  others  Adtforth^  9"™^^/'  ^^M^tht  manor,  &c.;  and 
•>  upon  Good  Friday  following  withdrew  back  into  England  with  his  plunder, 
"  amongft  which  were  4000  head  of  cattle/' 

Bmktri  ChrwicUypagt  159.     Ri^ath*t  Bordtr  HiJUry^  ^agt  $1$  '»  ^  »«*'• 

Lord  Dacres  was  next  year  appointed  warden  general  of  the  borders  of  Eng- 
land oppofitc  to  Scotland.  From  the  above  quotation  it  would  appear,  that 
Ackforth,  now  ftyled  Eckford,  was  at  that  period  a  place  of  Come  confequence  : 
b9t  no  otbcwtccQunt  can  be  found  of  its  original  ftate. 
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Celtic,  the  ancient  language  of  tlie  whole  ifland.  The  arigi-» 
sal  names  of  many  places  in  Scotland  are  ftill  retained,  with 
occafional  alterations,  prohablj  introduced  bj  the  Dano-Sa^on 
dialeft*  Jt  is  faid  to  fignifj  in  the  Gaelic  the  Hor/e  Ford^  A 
ford  is  commonly  known  to  be  a  ihallow  part  of  a  river  pro- 
per for  palTage  \  accordingly,  at  no  great  diftance  from  th^ 
manfe,  there  is  a  very  (afe  ford  acrofs  tlie  river  Tiviot  from 
S.  toN. 

The  extent  of  the  pari(h  from  N.  to  S.  is  fix  miles  and  3i> 
ftirloogs  in  length,  and  from  £•  to  W.  4i  miles  in.  breadth.  * 
It  lies  in  the  latitude  of  55^  32',  and  longitude  of  iq^  6'  welt 
of  London,  according  to  Mr.  Stobie's  map  of  the  countyt 
publilbed  in  177c ;  (69^  flatute  miles  to  a  degree).  The  form 
b  triangular,  or  nearly  approaching  to  it.  It  is  feparated  bj 
Tiviot,  oppofite  to  the  church,  from  the  barony  of  Ormifton. 
The  water  Kail  runs  through  it  from  S*  to  N«  and  is  emptied 
into  Tiviot,  a  little  to  the  eaft  of  the  church.  It  is  nearly  at 
an  e^ual  diftance  of  4f  miles  from  Jedburgh  and  Kelfo. 

t 
Sot/,  SMrface^  Climate  and  Difeafes. — ^Upon  the  banks  of 

the  river  Tiviot  (which  runs  frqm  weft  to  eaft  through  the 
county,  and  empties  itfelf  into  the  Tweed  at  Kelfo),  the  foil 
is  generally  light  loan),  rifing  i|i  gentle  eminences  fouthward. 
It  has  been  originally  covered  with  heath,  but  by  proper  cul- 
tivation, is  Aow  rendered  green  and  fit  for  pafture.  There 
are  no  remarkable  hills  in  this  diftrift,  npr  any  wafte  lands^ 
except  Cavertoun  Edge,  which  has  been  of  late  chiefly  devoted 
to  the  annual  horfe  races ;  although  even  fome  part  of  that  fpot 
is  in  cultivation.  Part  of  Woodend  Hill  has  been  lately 
planted  with  firs,  and  within  a  few  years  will  aiFord  a  beau« 
t'liul  landfcape.  The  air  here  is.  dry  and  falubrious.  Seldom 
nny  epidemical  diC^afes  prevail,  excepting  the  ague,  whi(;h 
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vifits  this  neighbourhood  in  the  fpring,  occafioned  by  the  moift 
exhalations  from  the  fens,  and  the  eafierly  winds  from  the 
Cheviot  Hills,  at  the  diftance  of  a  few  miles  louthward.  The 
people  are  in  general  healthy  ;  bnt  no  inftances  of  samarkable 
longevity  have  occurred  during  the  incumbency  of'  the  pre* 
feat  minifler. 

Cultivation  and  Produci^m^S.  confiderable  change  in  the 
mode  of  agriculture  has  been  introduced  within  thefe  few 
years.  The  Englifli  plough  univerfally  prevails,  and  i  borfin 
inftead  of  4  oxen  and  a  horfes  are  now  adopted.  Raifing 
turnips,  with  the  preparation  for  that  crop,  f uperfedes  fammer 
fallowing  entirely.  They  fucceed  remarkably  well  in  a  dry 
and  light  foil  through  the  whole  country.  Oats  and  barley 
are  the  grains  moft  commonly  fown.  Wheat,  however,  is 
new  more  frequent  than  formerly,  after  fallow,  turnips  and 
potatoes ;  which  laft  is  much  and  juftly  encouraged  for  £&mily 
ufe,  as  well  as  for  horfes,  cattle  and  fwine.  Peafe,  by  many 
judicious  farmers,  is  not  confidered  as  a  profitable  crop,  fince 
broad  clover  and  rye-gtafs  have  been  introduced ;  but  they 
are  continued  to  be  fown  in  fisialler  quantities,  to  mix  with 
barley,  Jbr  the  bread  of  Ubourbg  people  and  cottagers  of  all 
defcriptions.  The.raiiing  of  hemp  ia  dropt  here ;  but  that  of 
lint  is  continued,  although  not  in  fuch  quantities  as  formerly, 
boi!;  for  family  ufe"  and  the  public  market.  It  is  fold  on  an 
average  at  ix  s.  or  xa  s.  fer  fione*.    An  early  kind  of  oats 

was, 

*  That  which  grew  at  the  WcAcr  McA  wu  in  the  highcft  reputation,  for  the 
bluiih  caft  which  it  acquired,  from  the  quality  of  that  ftagnated  water  in  which 
it  was  fteepcd.  It  fold  at  about  I  j  t.  or  x6  ••  the  ftone.  But  fince  that  mofa 
was  drained  (for  the  purpofe  of  digging  a  Team  of  marie  found  there),  it  has  iofl 
that  pecidiflr  colour  which  enhaneed  its  value.  Steeping  lint  in  ruDning  water 
it  fonnd  prejudicial  to  flax,  deftnidiTe  to  fi(h  in  rivers,  and  otherwife  a  great 
nuilance,  and  accordingly  is  under  very  fctcre  prohibitions  by  the  Juftices  q( 
peace. 
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tVBi,  in  1776,  introdaced  bj  Mr.  James  Churchy  tenant  in 
Mofs*tower,  on  part  oi  the  Duke  of  Bttccleugh't  eftate  in 
this  parifh.  He  raifed  them  from  60  grains  of  Polifli  oats, 
which  he  obtained  from  a  friend,  and  planted  iu  a  comer  of 
one  of  his  fields  about  the  14th  of  June  that  year.  Their 
produce  tnmed  out  very  confidexable.  Thej  httve  been  fown 
on  his  farm  everj  jear  fince  without  degenerating.  The  foil 
inclines  to  gravel  or  light  loam  ;  and  by  experience  they  are 
found  to  anfwer  bed  on  dry  land  in  good  heart.  They'  ripen 
by  a  month  earlier  than  common  oats,  although  fown  at  the 
fame  time  and  upon  the  fame  ground.  They  muft  be  cut 
down  foooer,  and  not  allowed  to  continue  growing  until  per« 
fefily  ripe,  as  they  are  more  eafily  ihaken  than  any  other 
grain.  They  commonly  yield  between  xi  and  la  ftone  of 
meal  to  the  boll  of  oats,  which  in  this  country  is  5  fulls  or 
firlots  ^r  oats  and  barleyt  and  4  firlots  for  wheat,  rye,  and 
peaie  ;  fi>  tbat  upon  weighing  a  boll  of  thefe  oats  (including 
the  weight  of  the  fack),  the  whole  amounted  to  28  ftone  by 
the  Kdfo  fiandard.  The  reputation  of  thefe  oats  has  increafed 
fo  rapidly,  that  they  are  now  generally  fown  in  this  country, 
as  weH  as  through  rood  other  parts  of  Scotland,  feveral  parts 
of  England,  and  they  have  even  found  their  way  acro(s  the 
Atlantic  to  America.  The  grain  of  every  fort  commonly 
fown  here,  is  fufiicient  for  tlic  confumption  of  the  inhabitants«r 
Quantities  are  fold  by  fample  in  the  weekly  markets  of  Kelfo 
and  Jedburgh,  at  the  prices  then  current.     *  Horfes  have  of 

late 

•  Wheat  U  fown  m  Scpfembcr,  and  more  frequently  in  Odobef;  rye  much 
about  the  lame  time ;  oata  in  March  and  beginning  of  April ;  peafe  about  the 
middle  of  that  month ;  barley  from  the  middle  of  April  to  the  middle  of  May ; 
turnips  from  the  begirning  of  June  to  the  middle  of  July;  harveft  commences, 
in  favourable  feafont,  about  the  end  of  Anguft,  and  generally  through  the 
month  of  September.  The  prices  of  grain  and  proviiions  vary  according  to  cir-* 
«tttBftaocei tod  the  ftate  of  the  preceding  crops;  v^'heat,  at  an  average,  fcU& 

at 
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late  years  advanced  in  price,  efpecially  fuch  as  are  fit  for  hsiL 
bandry  and  carting.  Black  cattle  are  generally  of  a  good 
iiae»  being  bred  from  large  £ngli(h  bulls.  Althougb  tbere  are 
not  any  ilock  farms,  properly  fo  denominated,  in  the  pariih, 
particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  breed  of  (heep  within 
thefe  few  years.  Their  wool  is  much  finer,  and  confequently 
is  riiing  in  price,  which  is  from  15  s.  to  163.  at  an  average 
per  done.  There  are  x6  lb.  of  14  oz*  to  the  pound  in  the 
ftone.  The  fale  has  been  very  quick,  and  the  demand  ftill  con« 
tinues.  The  ioclofing  of  land  with  hedge  and  ditch  is  now 
prevalent,  and  meets  the  inclination  of  the  farmer,  wha  finds 
his  profit  and  convenience  thereby.  They  allow  their  land- 
lords 

at  301.  UieboU  iifed  in  this  country;  barlqr  ffom  15s.  tot 8s.;  oats  15s.; 
peafe  and  rye  at  x6s.  The  demand  from  other  places  frequently  makes  a  con« 
lldcrable  alteration  in  the  market.  Oatmeal  is  always  fold  by  the  ftone  weight, 
the  fame  as  butcher  meat,  the  medium  price  about  x  s.  6d.  i(  ftonet  to  a  boll ; 
beef  ufuallj  si  d.  the  pound;  Teal,  mutton,  and  lamb,  at  3  d.;  pork  4d. ;  geefe 
X  s.  6d.  ftript  of  their  feathers  and  ready  for  ufe ;  ducks  and  hens  8  d  ;  turkeys  ik 
6  d. ;  all  at  an  average.  The  wages  paid  to  domeftic  fervants  haveincreafed  much 
iilice  the  improvements  in  agriculture  took  place  ;  a  man  receives  annually  7 1. 
and  a  woman  50  s.  with  maintenance ;  day  labourers  8d.;  women  6  d. ;  wrights, 
xod.;  mafons  is.  in fummer,  and  xod.  in  winter ;  uylors  8d.;  turnip  hoers  and 
hay  makers,  8d.;  a  man  for  hanreft  work  is.,  and  a  woman  9 d.,  with  their 
diet.  Hinds,  who  provide  their  own  diet,  are  allowed  a  free  houfe,  grafs  for 
their  cow  in  fummer,  and  fodder  during  winter  and  fprtng,  8  bolls  of  oats  for 
knesil,  %  bolls  of  barley,  i  boll  of  peafe  for  family  bread,  and  x  /Irlot  of  potatoes 
planted.  Every  cottager  pays  the  rent  o(  the  houfe  by  harveft  labour,  has  a 
ftnall  fpot  of  ground  adjoining  to  the  habitation,  for  furniihing  cabbage  and 
pot-heibs,  fome  potatoes  planted  in  the  field,  lint  fown,  and  fometimes  potatoes 
or  barley,  as  for  as  their  dung  covers  the  furface.  Theie  cottagers,  with  their 
families,  are  eagerly  defired  by  the  farmers,  ready  at  a  call  upon  every  emer- 
gency, employment  being  given  to  their  children  from  the  age  of  8  or  10  years 
and  upwards,  according  to  their  xefpedive  abilities.  Since  the  cultivation  •€ 
turnips  became  fo  univerfal,  thefe  cotuges  are  valued  at  one  guinea  rent  through 
the  year :  The  family  are  provided  with  turf  brought  home  by  their  mafier. 
Thefe  houfcs  are  never  lc(t  unoccupied,  altbouj^h  rearad  at  the  cxpence  of  the 
iarmer. 
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lords  iotereft  for  fach  futns  of  money  as  may  be  neceiTary  for 
indoiiog.  Every  tarm  has  feveral  upon  it,  genr rally  in  a 
thriTiog  condition.  The  rent  is  from  los.  to  10  s.  per  acre. 
The  numbers  of  tenants  has  of  late  years  dimtni(hed  by  the 
union  of  feveral  fmall  pofieffions  iato  one.  Bat  to  carry  on 
the  bafineCs  in  thefe  large  farms,  a  greater  ntmber  of  fervants 
is  required  ;  fo  that  this  has  not  had  fo  much  influence  in  de- 
populating the  pariih  as  might  have  been  ezpefted.  Accord- 
ing to  >tbe  report  of  the  moft  judicious  farmers,  one  half  of 
their  land  is  laid  out  in  tillage,  one  fourth  in  turnips,^  and  the 
reft  in  pailure.  Such  fields  as  aro  fown  with  red  or  broad 
dover,  and  rye^grafs,  for  hay,  continue  in  that  ftate  for  one 
year,  and  then  are  plowed  for  other  crops« 

Manure.-^Tvto  feanrs  of  marl,  deeply  impregnated  with 
ihells,  were  opened,  about  the  year  1777,  at  Eckford  Wefter 
Mofsy  upon  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh's  eftate,  the  upper  one 
of  about  8  feet  thick,  covered  with  9  feet  of  mofs ;  the  Team 
bdow  it  7  feet  at  an  average,  feparated  from  the  other  with  a 
flratum  of  clay  of  4  feet,  without  any  other  intermixture. 
The  marl  is  found  to  fuit  a  light  foil,  when  wtU  fpread 
on  the  furface,  in  proportion  of  60  or  70  bolls  to  the 
Engliih  acre:  a  ftrong  loam  requires  a  larger  quantity. 
All  green  crops,  fuch  as  peafe,  grafs,  clover,  &c.  receive  be- 
nefit from  it ;  and  when  fpread  on  paflure  ground,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  winter,  and  allowed  to  mellow  by  frofl,  it  proves 
of  very  great  advantage  to  the  enfuing  crop.  The  meafure 
for  the  boll  is  a  cube^  containing  8  cubic  feet :  it  is  fold  to 
the  I>ttke*s  tenants  for  3  d.,  and  to  others  for  4  d. ;  at  thedif- 
tance  of  3  miles  for  a;  d. ;  at  5  miles,  and  all  above  that,  for  a  d. 
the  boll.  Its  excellent  quality  increafes  the  demand  ;  for  it 
folly  gratifies  the  rood  fanguinc  expeftations  of  the  farmer 
and  improver  of  land.  Lime  is  alfo  much  ufed,  and  with 
great  advantage,  although  tranfported  from  Northumberland, 
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at  the  diftance  of  upwards  of  20  miles.  A  qaany  of  limo^ 
ftone  has  lately  been  wrought  at  about  half  that  diftance. 
The  exptriment  has  not  as  yet  been  fo  extenfive  as  fully  to 
afcertain  its  excellence  for  the  purpofe  of  hufbandry.  The 
proprietor  (by  its  demand)  has  been  encouraged  to  ereft  a 
draw  kiln ;  and  as  it  feems  to  increafe,  another  kill)  is  proT 
pofed  to  be  built  next  feafon. 

Proprietors  and  U^irf.— Properly  has  not  undergone  any 
confiderable  change  of  late  in  this  diftrift,  excepting  Marlcr 
field,  purchafed  by  the  Marquis  of  Tweeddale  from  William 
Niftet  of  DirletoD,  Efq.  along  with  the  eftate  of  Grubbet. 
There  are  8  heritors  in  all:  Only  one  refid^s  conftantly,  an4 
another  occaiionally  during  part  of  the  fummer  feafon.  The 
valued  rent  of  the  diftrid  by  the  commiflioners  of  fupply, 
Affflo  17429  is  11130!,  13  s.  4d.  Spptch.  Th^  prefent  resd 
rent  is  3699 1.  4  s.  z  d.  Stcrlbg. 

C&yrri&«— -The  prefent  church  was  built  about  the  year 
i66a.  It  was  completely  repaired  and  new  feated  in  1774 
and  1775,  and  is  now  rendered  exceedingly  convenient.  The 
manfe  was  rc^huilt  in  17759  and  is  equally  commodious.  The 
ofiices  have  been  lately  repaired*  The  glebe  is  rather  imall, 
even  including  the  pailure  ground.  Water  for  the  family 
ufe  is  tranfported  from  the  river  Tiviot  in  a  water  carriage, 
there  being  no  fpring  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the 
houfe.  Ot  late,  pump  wells  have  been  dug  in  the  villages  of 
£cktord«  Wefter  Mofs^  and  Mofs  Tower 9  and  fome  other 
places,  which  fupply  the  inhabitants  plentifully  with  that  ne- 
ceiTary  article.  The  living  confifts  of  35  bolls  3  firlots  i 
peck  and  2  lippies  of  barley  (of  the  meafure  commonly  ufed 
in  this  county,  vi^.  5  firlots  to  the  boll) ;  23  bolls  and  4  flones 
of  oatmear(i6  ftones  to  the  boll);  ^al.  18  s«  7iTd.  Sterling, 
in  money ;  j  1,  for  communion  elements ,   42lb.  of  cheefe^ 

from 
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from  a  Hxm  in  tbe  parifli,  of  vicarage  tithes,  paid  regularly 
every  year^  not  having  been  commuiied ;  with  a  piece  of 
muirland  for  the  exclu&ve  right  of  turf,  which  the  minifter 
generally  occupies  yearly,  at  the  diftance  of  above  a  mile* 
By  the  late  additional  expence  of  living,  the  prefent  incum- 
bent found  it  neceflary  to  commence  a  procefs  of  augmenta« 
tion  of  ftipend  before  the  Lords  Commii&oners  for  plantation 
of  kirks  and  valuation  of  teinds.  Having  met  with  no  oppo- 
fition  therein  from  his  heritors,  a  decreet  of  modification  was 
pronounced ;  but  as  the  procefs  is  not  quite  finifhed,  the  a- 
mount  of  the  augmentation  cannot  as  yet  be  afce retained. 
The  King  is  patron.  Eckford,  from  ancient  records,  feems  to 
have  been  a  vicarage  dependent  Upon  the  Abbey  of  ^edworth, 
commonly  called  Jedburgh.  • 

Poor, — There  ate  nO  parochial  funds,  or  morticed  money 
for  the  poor.  Their  maintenance  arifes  from  aiTeffments  every 
half  year,  at  what  is  called  a  parifh  meeting  for  that  purpofe ; 
the  one  half  upon  the  heritors  according  to  their  valued  rent, 
and  the  other  half  upon  their  tenants  according  to  their  prefent 
rents,  refpcftively.  The  fum  affelTed  is  levied  by  a  coUedor 
appointed  for  that  purpofe,  Who  is  allowed  fome  gratuity  for 
making  the  caft,  and  levying  the  money.  It  is  put  into  the 
liands  of  overfeers  for  the  pOor,  who  diftribute  it  to  thofe  per-* 
fons  admitted  upon  the  roll  of  penfioners,  according  to  the 
weeklj  allowance  paid,  which  varies  in  proportion  to  the  rife 
and  fall  of  gram.  Perfons  claiming  this  charity,  muft  have 
refided  in  the  pariih  for  3  years,  without  interruption,  before 
the  application  is  made ;  and  they  are  required  to  fubfcribe  a 
bond  or  deed  of  conveyance,  bequeathing  their  effeds  to  the 
heritors  at  their  deceafe,  as  a  check  to  prevent  concealed  pro- 
(>erty,  or  alienating  this  charity,  and  to  hinder  the  interfere 
ence  of  relations  in  that  event.  Thefe'effeds  are  feldom  ex- 
afted,  and  therefore  torn  out  of  fmall  account  to  the  parifh. 
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The  funerals  of  fuch  perfons  are  commonlj  ordered  to  be  de« 
frayed  by  the  meeting.  When  difeafe  or  misfortune  attacks 
any  perfon,  as  during  the  high  price  of  oatmeal  in  1782,  and 
proper  application  is  made  to  the  meeting  for  charity,  what  is 
called  an  interim  fnpply'  is  granted.  There  are  no  begging 
poor  in  this  diftrid.  The  weekly  colleftions  in  tbe  churchy 
which  are  but  fmall,  are  alfo  applied  to  alKviate  the  wants  of 
the  mod  needy  as  they  occur.  The  number  of  paupers  at 
laft  inrolment  was  24. 

School, — ^There  is  a  public  fchool,  and  dwelling  houfe  for 
accommodating  the  fchoolmafter,  kept  in  repair  by  the  heri- 
tors ;  the  fahiry  was  lately  augmented,  and  is  at  prefent 
81.  6  si  8  d.  yearly.  He  has  a  fmall  piece  of  ground  inclofed 
for  a  garden,  contiguous  to  the  houfe  :  his  other  emoluments 
are,  30$.  for  colleSing  poor's  rates  yearly,  fchool-fees 
forEngliib,  is.;  I  s.  6d.  for  writing,  2  s.  6  d;  for  arithmetic, 
per  quarter  each  ;  for  regiflration  of  each  baptifm,  4  d. ;  pro-. 
cl.imation  of  a  marriage,  i  s. ;  extraft  of  a  teftimonial  for  a 
fingle  perfon,  4  d. ;  for  a  family,  6  d. ;  ais  clerk  to  the  kirk 
fefTion,  I  o  s.  yearly  ;  bcfides  fome  cafual  articles.  The  num- 
ber of  fcbolars  is  from  40  to  50  at  an  average  i  but  as  the 
fchool  is  not  centrical,  being  towards  the  weftern  limits  of  the 
pariHi,  fome  infirm  perfons  are  generally  employed  to  teach 
young  children  at  adiftance  (in  Caverton  and  Cefsford)  the 
Englifli  language,  and  the  elementary  principles  of  religion 
from  the  catechifm*  They  are  furniQied  with  a  houfe  gratis 
from  the  farmers,  and  fatisfied  for  their  pains  with  what 
the  parents  can  afford. 

Fuel — Tbe  fuel  commonly  ufed  in  familleis  is  coals,  which 
are  brought  from  a  diftance  of  about  20  miles,  and  fome  from 
Northumberland.  Although  in  fome  parts  of  the  county  there 
is  the  appearance  of  fmall  feams,  none  of  the  trials  hitherto 
made  have  fucceeded^  nor  is  it  probable  they  will,  without  con« 
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£dera(>le  ezpence  and  perfeverance.  The  common  people 
makv  life  of  turf,  broom  and  furze  ;  but  thefe  two  laft  hav^ 
become  fcarce,  through  cultivation  of  the  land  that  formerly 
produced  them.  Peats  are  not  plentiful,  there  being  no  mofles 
but  in  places  where  the  marl  is  got ;  and  this  being  nearly 
exhaulled,*the  poorer  inhabitants  mu(l  fufFer  confiderably  very 
foon  by  the  want  of  this  article :  and  indeed  the  diflance  from 
coal  is  one  great  reafon  that  mamifadures  have  not  beeti 
eftablifbed  in  this  country,  though  w  ool  is  in  great  abondance^ 
and  the  neceflkries  of  life  may  be  obtained  for  the  moll  part 
at  moderate  rates« 


'  Population — ^The  population  in  1756  was  about  89D  fouh 

above  the  age  of  8,    It  has  often  varied  according  to  circum- 

ilances.     An  accurate  ftate  of  baptifms  cannot  be  obtained, 

as  difienters  from  the  eflablifhment  feldom  order  the  names 

of  their  children  to  be  cngroffed  ;  and  the  regifter  of  births^ 

marriages  and  burials  is  not  regularly  kept,  as  the  parifh 

clexk  has  no  allowance  for  that  purpofe.  The  dues  to  govern- 

jnent  for  thefe  are  paid  on  the  firft  of  Oftober  yearly  :  of  thefe 

he  preferves  a  memorandum,  and  afterwards  enters  them  on 

the  records,  according  to  which  the  annexed  abftraft*  will 

lumiih  fome  idea  of  the  iK>pulation  for  ten  yearsipaft. 

Statif^ 

*  AhfiraS  0/  Saptifmt^  Marrkigei  ami  Deaths,  during  the  Ufi  tin  years* 
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Statiftical  Table  qftbe  Parijb  of  Eci/orJ. 

Length  in  Englifli  miles,              -  -               -           6 

Breadth,                 -              -              -  -           -           4$" 

Population  in  1755,               -                 -  -             1083 

, ,  anno  1791,               -               -  *          95* 

Decreafe,                     -                         -  "            ^3^^ 
Average  of  births,  for  ten  years  preceding  1 791,  nearly   -17 

*— — —  of  deaths,  for  ditto,             -  -  .           -9 

,  ■       ■-  of  marriages,                     -  nearly    -      7 

Number  of  males,                 -                 *  '43^ 

females,              -                 -  -               5»^ 

^ males  under  10  years  of  age,  -               71 

females,  under  ditto,         -  -             -         67 

families,                -  •              -         ai9 


-«- — houfes  inhabited                 ^  -      ai2 

--      members  of  the  Eilabliihed  Church,       -  743 

— Seceders  and  Relievers,  -              -          aio 

■■■I     ■  proprietors  refiding,  -                -                * 

« -^— ^—  non*reiiding,  *               -6 

clergymen,                    *  *                   l 

-—  cftablilhed  fchoolmafters,  -              -              i 

-I —  farmers,             -             -  -             *           25 

keepers  of  alchoufes,         -  *         -          -       » 

. fmiths.  mafons,  wrights,  &c.  -           .         34 

- '  ■■  ■  millers,         -         -         -  -          -          *         j 

— —  fervants,             *              -  -             -          106 

.  poor,             -              -  *             -             24 


Valued  rent  in  Scotch  money,  -  L.  11,13013     4 

Real  rent  in  Sterling,  -  -  3699     4     i 

Roads^  Bridges^  Rivers,  &c. — ^There  is  a  turnpike  road' 
from  Carlifle  to  Berwick  lipon  Tweed,  Newcaftlf,  &c.  made 
at  the  expence  of  the  county,  through  the  pariih,  but  kept  in 

repair 
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repair  by  the  tolls.  Statute  labour^  by  a  late  aft  of  parlia- 
ment,  is  commuted  at  the  rate  of  7  s.  6  d.  Sterling,  for 
every  xoo  I.  Scotch  of  valued  rent.  Thcfe  roads  are  found 
to  be  of  cffential  fervice  for  promoting  fpeedy  communication 
in  an  inland  country.  There  is  an  old  bridge  of  one  arch  over 
Kail  Water,  at  the  Mill  of  Eckford ;  the  parapet  walls  are 
gone.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  built  by  the  money  arifing  from 
vacant  ftipends  about  the  Revolution.  There  is  another  over 
the  fame  water,  near  its  conflux  with  tlie  river  Tiviot,  built 
at  the  expence  of  the  county,  on  the  great  turnpike  road. 
The  fifli  in  thefe  rivers  are  trout  and  falmon.  The  trout  in 
Kail  are  preferable  to  thofe  in  the  Tiviot :  The  falmon  come 
up  the  Tiviot  at  all  feafons,  but  in  greater  numbers  in  the 
months  of  September  and  OSiober^  for  the  purpofe  of  fpawning. 
The  gentlemen  of  the  county  have  it  in  agitation  to  form  a 
canal  from  Berwick  to  Ancrum  Bridge,  up  the  Tweed,  aud 
to  crofs  the  Tiviot.  A  fubfcription  for  defraying  the  expence 
of  a  furvey,  to  be  taken  by  Mr,  Whitworth,  was  lately  fet  on 
foot,  and  the  furvey  taken  accordingly  from  Ancrum  Bridge, 
and  eaftward,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  place.  The  com- 
mittee appointed  for  conJufting  the  canal,  having  abridged 
the  former  plan,  appointed  Mr.  Whitworth  to  furvey  and 
give  in  an  eftimate  of  their  laft  plan,  which  was  reported  to 
the  meeting  of  the  Michaelmas  Head  Court  on  the  14th  of 
0£lober  laft,  of  which  they  approved,  and  appointed  the  fame 
committee  to  circulate  fubfcription  papers,  towards  railing  the^ 
neceflary  fund,  for  carrying  the  work  into  execution* 

Eminent  Men^-^iv  William  Bennet  of  Grubbet,  was  born 
^nd  refided  at  Marlefield,  in  this  parifh,  the  greater  part  of 
his  life.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  confiderable  genius  and 
learning.  It  is  reported  that  he  afforded  afliftance  to  the  late 
^llan  Ramfay,  in  compofing  the  paftoral  comedy  of  the  Gen- 
3  tie 
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tie  Shepherd^  and  in  feme  other  poetical  produdions  of  thofe 
times.  He  was  very  judlj  refpeded  for  integritj  and  bene« 
volence  ;  and  indeed  the  whole  family  are  iaid  to  have  been 
remarkable  for  jiofpitality  and  public  fpirit.  Their  remains 
}ie  interred  in  an  aifle,  adjoining  to  the  church  of  Eckford,  on 
the  north  fide  of  it,  with  this  infcription  over  the  door :--« 
Hoe  numurmntum  Jibi  etfuU  htm  mereniibus^  pcnendum  curavii 
Dominut  Culielmus  Bennett  Eques  jiuratui^  Anno  SaUiiis 
1724. 

Antiquities. -v^xi  the  fouth  of  the  prefent  village  of  Cefs- 
ford,  the  remains  of  the  ancient  caftle  of  that  name  *^  ai  e  jet 
to  be  feen.  No  date  is  difcernible  to  fix  the  period  of  its  erec* 
tion ;  but  from  thofe  parts  of  the  walls  jet  entire,  it  appears 
%o  have  been  a  place  of  confiderable  ftrength,  both  from  the 

thickneis 

*  Tlie  iiril  proprietor  of  this  caftle,  mentioned  in  hiftorf  ,  was  Andrew  Kerr, 
who  obtained  the  title  of  Baron,  of  Cef»ford,  and  got  a  charter  of  coofirmation 
from  Archibald  Earl  Douglas,  thereafter  (tiled  Duke  of  Turenne,  Douglas  and 
Longueville.  This  charter  is  dated  anno  1446;  and  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Eli- 
sabeth and  James  VI.  of  Scotland,  amn9  15*0,  the  laird  of  Cefsford  was  made 
warden  of  the  Scottifli  middle  marches  * ;  it  became  afterwards  one  of  the  titles 
of  the  noble  family  of  Roxburgh^  which  it  dill  contmucs  to  be.  Such  was  the  £U 
tuation  of  Sfvtiand  before  the  acccfCon  of  James  VI.  to  the  throne  of  England, 
that  every  Baroirs  houfe  was  more  or  lefs  fortified,  according  to  the  power  and 
confequence  of  its  lord,  or  fituation  of  his  caftle.  Thofe  efpecially,  at  a  diftance 
from  the  feat  of  government,  and  therefore  not  under  the  awe  of  the  law,  when 
the  predatory  fyftem  prevailed,  found  it  neceflary  for  their  habitations,  and  pla- 
ces of  rcfidcnce,  to  be  better  defended  againft  the  incurfians  of  the  neighbouring 
plunderers.  Cefsford  calUe,  therefore,  being  only  at  the  dtllance  of  4  or  5  miles 
from  the  Engliih  confines,  was  neceiTarily  rendered  a  place  of  fecurity ;  and  ac- 
cording ti>  tradition,  there  was  a  fubterraneous  Tault  for  concealing  both  perfon« 
and  goods  within  its  walls,  to  which  accefs  was  only  got  by  one  aperture,  which 
was  opened  or  (hut  as  fecmed  necelfary  by  a  large  ftone  with  an  iron  ring  in  it. 
This  ftone  and  ring  have  been  feen  by  fome  pcrlbns  flill  alive ;  but  the  entrance 
to  the  peel  01  dungeon  is  now  chocked  up  with  rubbifli. 

•  Jtedpclb'4  l.iftory^p,  6:^S* 
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Aicknefs  of  the  walls  (which  are  Z2  feet  at  an  average)  the 
▼efiiges  of  the  battlements  on  the  top^  the  embrafleors  on  the- 
fides,  and  the  remains  of  a  fnrrounding  moat,  which  was  pro-, 
bablj  tnrniihed  with  water  from  a  fpring  above  the  prefent 
hrm  houfe.  The  roof  is  entirely  gone.  The  area  within- 
the  walls*  difcemible,  is  39  feet  in  length,  and  aoin  breadth ;  the 
entry  to  it  was  probably  from  theN.£.  About  7  or  8  years  ago, 
in  digging  for  fiones  on  the  farm  of  Hofpital-Iand,  belonging  to 
the  Duke  of  Roxburgh,  the  labourers  difcovered  a  tumulus, 
in  the  bottom  of  which  were  foun^  two  earthen  pots ;  the  one 
about  3  feet  deep,  and  z 8  wide;  the  other  rather  fmaller; 
both  containing  blackiih  duft,  and  fmall  fragments  of  human 
bones  :  Upon  ezpofure  to  the  external  air,  thefe  vefTels  tum- 
bled down  and  could  not  be  preferved  *•  There  have  alfo 
been  found  lilver  coins  of  Queen  Mary,  in  good  prefervation, 
near  the  ihepherd^s  houfe  in  Eailer  Wooden,  where  fome 
faint  veftiges  of  a  tower,  it  is  faid,  have  been  traced.  Part  of 
the  walls  of  a  ftrong  building  were  to  be  feen  feveral  years 
ago  at  Mofs  Tower  f,  fo  denominated  from  its  ancient  fitua- 
VoL.  VIII.  *  .  E  tion 

*  Hear  the  fite  of  the  fcafiolding  ereded  on  Cavertoo  Edge,  for  Tiewlng  the 
aonoal  horfe  races,  and  at  a  grarcl  pit  on  the  road  between  CaTerton  and  Kelfo, 
theft  was  found  a  copper  vcflel,  of  about  6  inches  diameter,  endofing  an  exca- 
vated wooden  ball ;  and  in  both  thefe  laft  mentioned  places,  fimihr  parcels  of 
black  daft  and  Iragnenta  of  bonea  were  found.  In  digging  for  fiones  in  Wood* 
en  Hill,  in  the  efiate  of  the  Duke  of  Bucdengh,  to  fnrm  an  ioclofure  for  a  plan- 
tation of  firs,  two  or  throe  vcfielt  of  earthen  fubftance,  of  about  a  foot  deep, 
were  got,  containing  fiaailar  dufi,  and  fragmenrs,  fuppofcd  to  be  of  children  by 
their  fize^  and  about  4  years  ago,  in  the  field  called  the  DaUi^  near  the  villago 
of  Eckford,  a  fione  coffin,  (or  (qoare  Oones  ereded,  and  covered  with  another 
brge  one)  waa  lecn,  coataining  bonea  of  a  Urge  iize, 

I  Frgm  a  pafTage  in  the  Border  Hiftory,  $  it  appears,  that  the  Earl  of  SulTex, 
anno  1370,  with  an  EngUfh  army,  burnt  and  razed  this  tower,  bdonging  to  the 

Lahi 
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tion  in  a  marih :  thefe  walls  are  fince  pulled  down*  There 
was  a  chapel  in  fprmer  times  towards  the  caft  of  the  village 
of  Gayerton,  but  no  veftige  remains.  A  finall  church-yard  is 
ilill  occupied  in  fepulture  bj  feme  families  in  the  parifliy  (and 
probably  by  fome  others),  whofe  anceftors  had  privilege  there ; 
and  a  fpring  in  the  adjacent  field,  north  qf  the  church«yard, 
bears  the  defignation  of  the  Holy  IVell^  or  Frufii  Well.  A- 
bout  a  quarter  of  a  mile  fouth  from  the  family  houfe  of  the 
late  Mr.  Hall  of  Haugh-head,fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Kail, 
there  is  an  eminence,  feeoiingly  artificial,  call^  Haugb-bead 
Kipp  (the  adjacent  fields  being  level),  of  a  circular  form.  It 
had  formerly  been  planted  round  with  firs,  fome  few  of 
which  are  dill  remaining ;     Upon  the  top  of  it  a  plain  flat 

ftone 

LmrifA  Bocdfugb,  a&d  filll  put  of  hit  Grace't  efbte  in  this  diftrid.  It  Is  re* 
ported  to  have  been  occvpied  by  HefUm  Lord  B0tbvfeU ;  but  no  infcription  or 
monumental  information  can  be  traced  to  confirm  tbis  traditiop.  The  incum* 
bent  has  fecn  a  medal  of  the  Emprefs  Fapfina^  that  was  taken  from  the  heart 
pf  a  peat  found  at  Mofs  Tower.  It  was  about  the  fise  of  a  half  crown ;  the 
letters  and  infcription  were  very  diftinA.  In  Weiler  Mofs  of  Eckford,  nuts, 
roots,  and  pieces  of  large  oak,  and  other  trees,  have  been  dug  up ;  alfo  fome 
horns  of  the  red  deer,  very  large,  and  the  flniU  of  ^  bifon.—- Since  writing  the 
above,  the  incumbent  vifited  and  infpeded  a  place,  vulgarly  called  the  BUek 
JHht  which,  by  its  elevatJoD  above  th^  contiguous  plowed  field,  cannot  fail  of 
attraAing  obfervation.  It  is  on  a  rifing  ground,  about  half  a  mile  from  Kail 
water,  and  to  the  eaft  thereof.  This  tumulus  meafured  17  feet  over  ;  at  its 
weilem  extremity,  where  it  appeared  to  have  been  dug  for  a  fmall  fpace,  from 
fide  to  fide  33  feet.  Its  whole  length  is  341  feet ;  and  at  the  eaftem  extremity 
it  is  4%  feet  over.  It  lies  in  a  dired  line  £.  and  W.  The  materials  of  which 
it  is  compofed,  fo  far  as  can  be  obferved,  are  fine  loofie  mould,  intermixed  with 
large  ftones,  covered  over  with  heath,  although  there  is  none  in  iu  inmiediate 
vicinity.  This  tumulus,  or  barrow,  is  reported  to  have  been  a  place  of  fepuU 
ture  in  troublefome  times;  but  no  human  bones  have  as  yet  been  dug  up.  in 
^e  year  1349,  during  the  reign  of  Edward  the  III.  of  England,  and  Bmwi 
Brmtt  of  Scotland,  when  the  Scotch  invaded  the  Englifh  borders,  5000  of  their 
army  dropt  down  dead  of  the  plague,  having  caught  the  infedion,  which  at 
that  time  raged  through  the  reahn  of  England;  bat  whether  their  bodies  were 
there  interred  is  uBcertaia* 
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fione  of  an  ell  fquare,  bears  an  infcriptlon^  commemorative  of 
feme  rencounter  the  proprietor  had,  with  thofe  who  had  taken 
violent  pofleffion  of  his  -eftatey  and  were  plowing  his  fields. 
The  infcnptiony  fo  far  as  could  be  taken  down  on  the  fpot,  xjs 
as  follows,  viz. 

Hef e  Holy  Hall  boldly  maizttainM  his  right, 
'Gainft  Reef  *  plain  force  anned  with  lawles  might; 
For  Tuenty  Plcughs  hames'd  in  all  their  Gear, 
Could  not  his  client  oobl  Heart  make  Feai*, 
Bat  with  his  fword  he  cut  the  fonnoft  SoAm», 
In  two,  Hence  drove  both  Pleaghs  and 
Pleugh-Men  home.  z6zOb 

This  perhaps  ma  j  allnde  to  what  happened  in  the  reign  of 
James  L  of  England,  when  uniformity  of  religion  was  pt'o- 
jeded  for  both  kingdoms,  and,  the  Common  Prayer  Book  be- 
ing intended  to  be  introduced  into  Scotland,  occafioned  no 
fmall  difiurbance  for  a  confiderable  time* 

Cbara&er* — The  people  are  in  general  economical,  fober, 
induftriousi  and  cotitented  with  their  fituafions  in  life  ;  main- 
tain fociety  amongft  themfelves,  and  with  their  neighbours  ; 
are  hofpitable  to  tlrangefs  who  accidentally  come  amongid 
them  ;  and  are  endowed  with  a  liberal  fpirit  to  relieve  the  di« 
ftrefles,  and  alleviate  the  miferies  of  their  fellow  creatures 
upon  every  emergency,  according  to  their  abilities.  The  only 
means  of  meliorating  their  condition,  is  by  a  prudent  and  per- 
fevering  attention  to  what  they  can  perform ;  and,  if  the  pro- 
jedcd  canal,  from  Berwick  up  the  river  Tweed,  and  part  of 
Tiviot,  take  place,  coals  and  lime,  with  foreign  commodities, 
will  be  obtained  at  an  eaiier  rate,  and  the  produce  of  this 
country  exported  conveniently ;  which  would  be  a  fortunato 
ctrcumftance,  not  only  to  this  diftrid,  but  to  the  whole  coun« 

ty. 

£  %  Mifcellantou$ 

*  Tb'i  vnrdU  much  i»fiu/f% 
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MifceUamwu  Obfirvations. — At  the  difUnceof  a  few  yards 
from  Ccfsford  Caftlci  and  to  the  N.  W.  of  the  veftige  of  the 

JMoat,  there  ftands  a  venerable  a(h  tree,  called  the  Crow  7r<#9 
expanding  its  branchesi  and  covering  a  eonfiderable  furface 
with  its  Ihade,'^^  which,  though  verj  old,  feems  as  jet  in  a 
healthy  ftate.  It  meafures  at  the  bafe  17  feet  8  inches  round 
the  girth  i  at  6  feet  upwards,  15  feet ;  and  at  the  dift  where 
the  branches  (which  are  thick  and  ftrong)  diverge  and  fpread* 
14  feet  6  inches  ;  fo  that  its  diameter,  at  an  average,  to  the 

.  clift,  is  5  ieet,  and  is  fuppofed  to  contab  303  feet  of  wood. 
This  tree  is  of  great  antiquity,  and  has  been  often  vifited  and 
admired  by  the  curious.— There  are  3  com  mills  in  the  dif* 
trifi,  two  of  them  on  the  Kail,  the  other  on  the  Tiviot ;  one 
of  thefe  was  lately  rebuilt,  and  the  machinery  properly  adapted 
for  grinding  oats,  barley  and  wheat,  and  for  making  pot  barley. 
-JThere  is  a  faw  mill  at  Marlefield,  on  the  Kail  Water,  where 
the  plantation  of  firs,  fit  for  dales,  paling  and  other  purpofes, 
are  prepared,  and  meet  with  ready  fale.  There  is  alfo  a  fulling 
mill  on  the  fame  river. — In  June  laft,  a  neft  of  thofe  camivor« 
ous  birds,  ufually  called  boodid  crows^  was  difcovered  by  a 
fliepherd  on  the  ba^ks  of  Kail.  There  were  two  young  ones 
in  it  i  one  of  which  was  entirely  wbite^  By  fome  inattention 
it  died  \  and  its  remains  (lately  in  the  incumbent's  pofleffion), 
were  tranfmitted  to  a  certain  virtuofo  in  Edinburgh,  for  pre- 
fervation  in  his  mufaeum,  where  it  may  befeen.  There  are  twt> 
quarries  of  good  free  ftone,  one  of  them  at  prefent  not  occu- 
pied i  and  a  fort  of  grey  ilate  taken  from  the  bed  of  Kail, 
now  difufed,  being  apt  to  dice,  and  at  any  rate  found  too 
heavy  for  roofing. 
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NUMBER     in. 
PARISH  OF  GIGHA  AND  CARA. 

(fiaunty  of  jirgyU^^PnJbyUry  qf  Kintyrt-^Synod  of  ArgyU^ 
By  tbi  Rev.  Mr.  W1X.LIAM  Fraseiu 


Origin  of  the  tsTames. 

IN  an  account  of  an  expedition  of  Haco  King  of  Nor« 
way  into  Scotland,  it  is  mentioned,  that  on  bis  waj 
to  Kin^FC,  he  touched  at  Gubey  (now  Gigha),  where  one 
of  the  prieftsf  ;n  his   train,  died,   and   was   buried  with 
great  pomp ;   and   that  fome  friars  of  a  certain  order  at- 
tended the  funeral  with  a  pall.     Gudey^  or  Gud^ay^  is  inter. 
preted  *'  the  Ifland  of  God."     In  the  Gaelic  language  thele 
words,  **  tbe  ifland  of  Gigha^^^  are  written  Eilean  Gbia^  and 
pronounced  Eilean  Tia.      God's  IJland  is  written,  in  Gaelic, 
EiUan  Dbiaf  and  pronounced,  as  above,  Eilean  Yia*    Now 
as  both  J£,  and  gb^  in  this  language,  found  like  the  con* 
Ibnant  y  in  Englifli,  people,  without  attending  to  the  mean- 
ing,  might  take  the  infleded  cafe,  Dbia^  as  if  it  were  Gbia^ 
of  which  the  nominative  is  Gm,  as  Dia  is  the  nominative  of 
the  other  word.    This  change  might  alfo  have  proceeded  from 
religious  confiderations.   Though  men  named,  or  pointed  out, 
certain  places  as  belonging  to  the  Deity,  they  never  called  fuch 
places  dire&ly  by  his  name.     Thus  Eilean  Dbia^  or  God^s 
Ifland^  might  with  propriety  be  applied  to  a  particular  ifland 
confecrated  to  the  Supreme  Being  \  but  it  would  be  reckoned 

both 
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both  abfurd  and  impious  to  call  it  Dia^  u  #•  GoJ.  Tbereforcr 
fuch  people,  while  they  eadeavour  to  keep  the  analogy  of 
found,  avoided,  by  the  change  of  a  (ingle  letteri  the  charge 
of  abfuidity  and  profanation.  As  to  the  letters  gb^  now 
thrown  into  the  middle  of  the  word  {Gigbd)^  it  is  only  done 
in  imitation  of  a  particular  provincial  found,  by  which  fome 
pronounce  it  Giga»     The  origin  of  Cara  is  unknown. 

Situation  and  Extent, ^^T)\\s  pariih,  confiding  of  two  iflands, 
Gigha  and  Cara,  forms  a  part  of  the  iouthem  diftrid  of  Ar- 
gyllihire,  called  Kintyre,  from  which  it  is  divided  by  a  cfaaa- 
nel  3i  miles  broad.  It  lies  along  the  weft  coaft  of  that  dif- 
trifi,  extending  nearly  from  N.  £.  to  S.  W.  The  ifland  of 
Gigha  is  about  7  Engliih  miles  in  length,  and  a;  in  breadth. 
Proprietors,  Mr.  McNeill  of  Gigha,  •  Mr.  McNeill  of  GaHa- 
choillie,  and  Mr*  Stevenfon  of  Airdglamie.  South  of  Gigha, 
at  the  diftance  of  if  'mile,  lies  the  ifland  of  Cara,  which  is 
near  i  mile  long,  and  f  mile  broad.  Both  iflands  are  low, 
having  few  hills,  and  thofe  hardly  fo  high  as  the  arable  land 
on  the  oppofite  coaft'of  Kintyre.'  In  both,  the  foil  is  fertHe, 
vegetation  quick,  and  the  air  falubrious. 

GlOHA. 

*  Appearance,  Soil^  and  Coa/l. — ^The  eaft  fide  and  both  ends 
of  Gigha,  are  for  the  moft  part  arable^  The  weft  fide  and 
'middle,  hilly,  but  mixed  with  arable  land.  The  foil'itt  ge<« 
neral  is  a  rich  loam,  with  a  mixture,  in  fome  places,  of  fand, 
mods  or  clay.  The  (hore,  on  the  weft  fide,  is  high,  rocky 
and  bold,  except  near  both  ends,  where  there  are  breakers  at 
'fome  diftance  from  the  land.  On  the  eaft  fide  there  are  feve- 
ral  points  jutting  into  the  fea,  with  a  few  funk  rocks,'  which 
gender  the  navigation  in  fome  degree  dangerous  to  ftran- 
gers,  efpecially  at  night:    In  day-light  the  breakers  over 

the 
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the  funk  rocks  are  vifible.  Between  thefe  points,  are  feveral 
bays  and  creeks,  where  fmallveiTels  can  be  fafelj  moored.  In 
the  bay  of  Airdme*aniih,  at  the  bead  of  which  is  the  church, 
there  is  good  holding  ground  in  5  and  7  fathom  water.  Be- 
tween Gigha  and  Cara  lies  Gigulnm,  a  fmall  uoinhabited 
ifland,  with  a  range  of  breakers  and  large  rocks  running  S.  W. 
In  the  foond  between  this  ifland  and  Gigha,  there  is  a  good 
anchoring  place  for  large  veflels,  which  maj  be  conveniently 
moored  on  the  Gigulum  fide,  by  means  of  iron  rings  fixed  in 
the  rock.  The  entrance  from  the  weft  is  between  the  above 
mentioned  range  of  rocks  and  the  ifiand  of  Gigha,  and  from 
the  eaft  between  Gignlum  and  Gigha* 

TiUf/,  Sta  Warey  Kelp^  Sec.— The  tide  runs  north ;  but 
there  i^  no  remarkable  current  near  the  coaft  :  nor  is  it  eafy  to 
ofcertain  at  what  rate  of  knots  it  runs,  being  a  kind  of  eddy, 
that  ilrikes  off  from  the  rapid  current,  which  runs  between 
the  Mull  of  Kintyre  and  the  Sound  of  Hay.  It  feldom  rifes 
above  5f  or  6  feet ;  and  that  only  with  a  north  wind,  or  in 
calm  water.  With  a  fonth  wind,  there  is  hardly  a  foot  of  dif- 
ference between  high  and  low  water.  This  is  attended  with 
difadvantages  in  repairing,  loading  and  unloading  large  veiTels. 
It  alfo  prevents  the  manufaduring  of  kelp  to  any  great  ex- 
tent; 7  tones,  at  an  average,  being  the  greatcft  quantity 
made  in  a  feafon  *•  There  is,  however,  fuch  abundance  of 
lea  ware  thrown  aihore  in  ftormy  weather,  as  fufficiently 
ierves  the  inhabitants  for  the  purpofe  of  manuring  their 
ground.  Though  {hell  faud  abounds  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
ifland,  it  is  never  ufed  as  a  manure,  being  attended  with 

more 

*  Sea  ware  hat  not  hitherto  been  cut  ammally,  hut  at  the  end  of  cycij  3 
TCtfiL  By  getting  fo  much  time  to  grow,  the  quantity  o£  kelp  nay  be  aboat 
%l  MBi  as  every  catting  of  the  fea  irarc* 
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more  trouble  than  &a  ware,  and  having  failed  the  onlj  time 
it  was  tried,  owing  to  a  millake  in  the  quantity  laid  on,  and 
the  nature  of  the  foil  on  which  it  was  put*.  To  people  who 
are  tcnacions  pf  old  cufloms,  and  averie  to  deviate  from  the 
practice  of  their  anceftors,  the  want  of  fucccis  in  fucb  a  cnfe^ 
is  a  more  powerful  argument  againfl  it,  than  any  thing  that 
can  be  advanced  in  its  favour :  Therefore  it  is  in  vain  to 
maintain,  that  this  valuable  kind  of  manure  is  preferable  to 
wracky  or  more  permanent  in  itseffe£Ls.  There  are  ioexhauftible 
banks  of  another  kind  of  fand,  which  is  ufed  in  making  win- 
dow glafs.  It  19  white,  very  fine,  and,  when  clofely  exa* 
mined,  the  particles  have  a  pellucid  appearance.  Specimens 
of  the  glafs  were  fent  to  the  proprietor,  from  the  glafs  work  at 
Dumbarton,  where,  in  the  courfe  of  three  years,  they  got 
above  600  tons  of  this  fand.  The  colour  of  the  glafs  is 
greenifh. 

Fijb  and  Ft/bing  Bani.^-^htll  fifli  are  found  in  great  a- 
bundance.  They  are  of  a  large  iize  and  excellent  quality, 
confining  of  lobfters,  crabs,  cockles,  and  razor  fiih  (common- 
ly called  /pout  fiJb,  About  two  leagues  north  of  Gigha, 
there  is  a  hfliing  bank  lying,  N.  £•  and  S.  W.,  near  4  leagues 
in  length.  From  the  beginning  of  February  to  the  end  of 
March,  the  N^  £•  end  of  this  bank  is  frequented  by  fine 
grey  cod,  weighing,  when  caught,  from  6  to  16  lb.  each  ; 
beiides  fome  ling,  large  haddocks,  and  a  great  number  of 
fcate  and  dog  fiOi.  From  March  till  May  the  S.  W*  end  is 
frequented  by  excellent  red  cod.  This  bank  had  been  negle&ed 
for  20  years,  till  Mr.  M*Neill  of  Gigha,  b  1788,  fitted  out 
z  boat  by  way  of  trial.  In  1789,  2  boats  were  employed, 
and  every  year  fince,  from  5  to  8.  But  their  foccefs  has,  by 
no  me^ns,  been  fuch  as  to  encourage  the  people  to  perfevere ; 
owing  partly  to  the  want  of  large  failing  boats,  which  would 

enable 
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^Qtbte  them  to  fet  and  raife  their  long  liiies  in  die  month  of 
March,  which  is  always  flormy,  by  reafon  of  the  eail  wind^ 
that  {ets  in  periodically  at  that  feafon.  Another  caufe  is,  the 
preTent  duty  on  iAtr^  which  is  io  high«  and  all  the  regulations 
refpefting  it  fo  numerous  and  complex,  that|  till  a  change  be 
made  in  this  branch  of  the  revenue,  it  is  impoflible  to  carry 
on  the  white  filhing,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  become  exteniive-^ 
ly  ufeful,  to  thofe  whofe  local  fituation  is  moll  favourable  for 
it*.  The  other  fiih  taken  on  this  coaft|  are  foal,  lythe^  mac* 
Vol.  VIH.  F  karel* 

*  There  wil  a  gheit  fifhing  on  this  bank  forrierly,  btit  it  had  been  hcgledled 
for  ttpwardi  of  lO  years,  till  Mr.  M*Ncill  of  Gigha  came  to  the  ifla.d  in  1 788, 
when  I  boat  afad  4  nleii  were  enlployed  by  way  of  trial.  In  X789,  %  boats  and 
S  men  were  employed :  during  thefe  two  years  they  had  little  fuccefs.  In 
l^iog  17^,  5  boats  were  6tted  oUt  with  4  men  in  each,  befides  four  addition* 
al  men  for  fidting  ahd  curing.  By  thett  induftry,  4000  fidi  were  fent  to  mar* 
te.  In  fpring  1791,  8  boits,  ivith  the  fame  proportion  of  menj  were  em- 
ployed; and  abotit  the  fime  nunlber  of  fiih,  a*  the  pitceditig  year,  were  fent  to 
ioaxktx,  A  taan  wbd  had  the  chafge  of  Mr.  M*Neill'B  eftate,  pUrchlfedthe 
€fli  at  4d.  each  cod ;  but,ha'^ng  ufed  debenture  fait  the  firft  year,  Was  obl-ged 
to  espon  the  fiOi  to  Ireland,  where,  after  trying  different  iharken,  he  was  at 
bft  under  the  neccflity  of  felling  the  whole  at  half  the  price  he  had  paid,  be^ 
ftdet  other  expences.  The  fecond  year,  tn  order  to  avoid  fucb  inconventencies, 
he  purchafed  fisiall  fait  which  (taid  duty  in  Scotland,  and  entitled  him  to  dif* 
pofe  of  his  ttXti  for  home  confumptk  Tbii  cargO  he  fold  at  Olafgow^  at  the  a* 
Tcrage  price  of  6d.  each  fiih. 

The  method  of  fiihing  the  cod  it  as  follows  t~  They  are  clkeA  with  a  lon^ 
Cfte,  70c  fathoms  in  length,  having  from  400  to  500  large  White  tinned  hooks. 
The  bait  ufed  is  the  fiih  of  a  large  white  Wilk,  called  Butkir^  or  Ihg- will, >vhich 
h  found  on  a  different  bank  from  that  Whereon  the  cod  is  caught.  At  the 
begiontog  of  the  Bflittag,  a  dog  is  killed  and  finged,  and  the  llcih^  after  rotting  a 
little,  is  cut  in  fniaU  piece*  and  t>ut  into  creels  ot  b«lketii|  made  of  haael  wands» 
for  the  purpofe.  Xbefe  creels  arc  fui^k  by  meims  of  fiones  thrown  into  them. 
The  fleih  of  the  dog,  In  its  putrid  ftate,  is  faid  to  attrad  the  wilk,  which  crawlf 
tp  round  the  fides  of  the  baiket,  and  getting  in  at  the  top,  cannot  get  out  z-* 
gain,  owing  to  the  ftiape  of  it,  which  is  foniething;  like  that  of  the  wire  moufe 
ttip.    After  the  firft  day*s  fifluog,  the  heads  and  entnib  of  the  cod,  with  icate, 

a&d 
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karel,  fe aths,  cuddies,  rock  fifli  (or  fea  peicb),  giiraet  anJ 
fiounder. 

Roaii 

snd  ^e^fiflk,  are  pvt  inta  the  creels,  which  ire  ^eed  every  day,  the  willu  tak- 
«ii  out»  and  freih  bait  of  the  £uBe  kiod  pat  in,  there  being  no  more  occafimi  Ibr 
dog's  flelh. 

The  other  fifli  canght  on  the  coaft  of  Gigha,  are  Ijrthe,  mackavel,  rodc-fifh^ 
(or  fea  perch)  feath,  and  caddie.  All  thefe  frequent  funk  rocks  near  the  (hore, 
•and  are  taken  with  a  ftout  fiflking-rod,  hair  line,  and  a  hook,  mounted  with 
cither  a  goofe  or  fea  gull's  white  feather^  fomctimes  with  a  fmalt  piece 
of  aimed  white  leather.  The  cuddh  (or  young  feath),  is  taken  with  a 
finall  rod  and  tine,  having  a  finall  hook  (or  a  pin  bended  in  the  form  of 
a  hook;,  mounted  with  a  feather  as  above.  They  are  filhed  from  the  roeks  a- 
long  the  (hore.  At  certain  times  of  the  year,  the  caddie  is  taken  with  the  fiik- 
•f  the  black  CoaaU  wilk,  pai  boiled.  The  cuddie  is  taken  either  with  the  fly  or 
bait  all  the  year.  Every  perfon  fi(hes  for  himfelf  on  the  rocks,  dhly  the  whole 
party  join  in  pounding  the  bait^  and  cafting  it  into  the  fea,  in  order  to  coUeA  » 
greater  number  of  the  fiih«  As  foon  as  the  pounded  bait  is  thrown  in,  thefe 
beautiful  fxnall  fi(h  make  their  appearance  in  great  nombcrs,  darting  at  once 
from  all  diredions  like  the  radii  of  a  circle  Lythe,  &c  are  only  killed  front 
May  to  November.  Every  boat  has  4  men,  and  each  boat  catcher  from  60  to 
flroo  feaths  in  an  evening.  Rock  fifb,  or  fea  perch,  are  often  taken  in  creels,  which- 
are  funk  in  deep  water  near  the  ibore.  There  are  alfo  flounders  and  eels,  but 
fhey  are  feldom  canght^ 

At  an  average,  there  are  annually  about  60  of  the  inhabiunts  employed  in 
the  herring  fiihing,  from  June  till  January;  all  their  wages  are  laid  out  in  pur* 
chafing  clothes  and  other  neceflaries  for  themfelvcs.  Mod  of  them  bemg  un* 
married, they  live  all  fpring  with  their  parents  or  friends,  which  hurts  the  intereft 
of  both  parties;  as,  from  the  habits  they  acquire  on  board,  they  are  not  much 
inclined  to  work  hard  alhore.  This  inconvenience  is  increafed,  in  proportion  at 
the  fifbing  isfuccef%ful ;  for,  when  there  is  a  good  fifhing  (as  they  are  paid  by 
the  month),  their  wages  will  be  lefs,  and  the  period  of  their  inadivity  pntlong- 
cd.  For  inilance,  if  a  vefliel  makes  her  cargo  in  a  month  or  fix  weeks,  flie  tm«. 
mediately  returns  home,  and  the.  hands  are  difcharged,  withoat  any  profpeA  of 
more  employment  that  feafon.  Hence  the  propriety  of  giving  a  irnall  boonty 
to  the  hands  employed  in  killing  the  herring,  according  to  the  number  of  bar> 
rels,  and  the  time  in  which  they  were  taken;  atleaft,  fomethtng  Ihonld  be 
done  to  make  up  the  dilTerenee  of  their  wages,  when  the  filhing  is  fuccefsfuU 
And  if  the  fame  were  extended  to  the  cod*fi<hing,  it  would  be  attended  with  ve« 
ry  happy  efiPeds.  In  this  eafe,  all  thofe  perfons  might  be  ufefuUy  employed 
rom  the  beginning  of  February^  to  the  next  herring  fifiuog  in  Jnne. 
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JbHiis  and.  Ferry. "^From  the  harbour  of  Gigultitn  found, 
Aere  is  an  excellent  line  of  carnage  road,  finiflied  half-way 
to  the  north  end  ol  the  ifland,  which  will  foon  be  completed  the 
%vhole  length,  to  the  grear  convenience  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
are  now  beginning  to  ufe  carts,  of  which  there  ai  e  already  fix 
in  the  ifiand.  Theftatute  labour  for  making  roads  is  converted 
into  money  at  the  rate  of  is.  6d.,  or  as.  for  each  perfoa 
annually.  Befides  rhis  fund,  there  is  a  {hilling  in  the  pound,  va- 
lued rent,  payable  over  tne  whole  comity,  by  an  zQ,  of  Parlia- 
ment pafled  in  £774  ;  but  the  money  thus  raifed,  goes  to  the 
great  lines  of  road  (particularly  fpecified  in  that  ad)  on  the 
main  land  ;  and  as  thefe  are  dill  incomplete,  nothing  of  the 
money  exigible  by  the  ad  of  Parliament,  can  be  applied  to  a- 
ther  places  4  confequendy  the  road  in  Crigha  has  been  carried 
on  at  the  ezpence  of  the  principal  proprietor*  Betweea 
Gigha  and  the  oppofite  coaft  of  Kinyre,  there  is  a  regular 
ferry  and  two  boats,  one  in  the  ifland,  and  one  on  the  maia 
land.  The  difadvantage  attending  this  ferry,  is,  the  want  of 
a  i]uay  on  the  Kintyre  fide,  which  is  fo  much  ezpofed  to 
the  ftorni,  that  in  winter  it  is  not  eafy  to  fave  a  boat, 
otherwife  than  by  drawing  her  up.  To  this  may  be  added 
another  inconvenience,  the  want  of  a  proper  houfe  to  accom- 
modate people  who  wait  at  the  ferry.  Both  thele  inconveni- 
«ncies  might  be  removed  at  a  fmall  ezpence,  and,  if  removed, 
that  ezpence  would  foon  be  refunded.  It  is  with  regret  it 
maft  be  eblerved,  that  fuch  inattention  to  public  convenience 
has  been,  and  ftiU  is,  too  frequent  in  the  Highlands. 

Hou/ei  and  parries. — ^Within  thefe  4  years,  two  new 
public  houfes,  each  confiding  of  two  fioreys  and  garrets,  and 
a  malt  kiln  and  granary,  all  with  flated  roofs,  have  been  built, 
befides  repairs  and  offices  about  the  old  n^anfe,  which  the 
principal  proprietor  occupies  as  a  temporary  manfion  houfe, 

Fa  the 
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the  late  incumbent  not  taking  it  as  a  legal  nanfe.  There- 
vrere  alfo  built  two  ftore-houfcs,  one  at  eapb  harbour,  a  brew«. 
houfe,  and  14  oth^r  houfes.  Exclufiye  of  the  churcht  there 
i^re  in  all  5  flated  houfes,  4  of  which  are  inhabited.  Round  the: 
Mhole  iflandi  along  the  ihore,  there  are  excellent  flag  quarries, 
of  a  gray  and  bluilh  colour,  which  can  be  eafily  drefiVd,  and 
xpake  good  pavement,  ^oors,  of  hearth  (tones.  Neither  lime 
Qorfrce  ftone,  at  lead  of  good  quality,  have  been  difcovered» 
but  there  is  abundance  of  whin  and  ^rej  ilonct  fit  for  building 
fas|udfome  houfes. 

pi^/.-^The  only  fuel  here  is  peats,  which  are  fo  fcarce,^ 
that  the  pVoprietors  are  under  the  neceflity  of  allowing  the  in^ 
habitants  to  cut  away  the  furface  of  pailure,  and  even  roeadovr 
grounds.  In  many  places  the  rocks  have  been  fcalped,  fo  as 
to  make  the  fight  very  difagreeable  to  the  eye,  befides  the  un-» 
toward  cpnfequences  to  the  proprietors,  who  lof^  a  great  part 
of  very  gpod  padurp  land*  Thi9  difad  vantage  muft  alwaya 
increafe,  until  fome  plan  is  adopted  ^o  enable  the  people  tQ 
pufchafe  coals,  which  an  equalizing  duty  at  the  pit  would  ef. 
feduate.  The  prefent  duty  upon  that  necefiary  article, 
which  is  generally  thought  to  be  as  unprodudive  to  the  re« 
venue,  as  it  is  grievous  to  the  fubjedl,  is  fo  univerfally  reprQ- 
bated,  that  it  is  adonifbing  how  it  is  kept  up  fo  long.  What- 
ever might  have  been  the  reafon  for  adopting  fuch  a  plan  of 
taxation  at  firft,  it  mull  now  be  confidered  as  both  abfurdand 
cpprefiive  ;  to  tax  people  who,  befides  the  original  price  of 
the  coals,  are  obliged  to  hire  vefiels  at  a  great  expence  to  car- 
ry them  home,  whil^  thqfc  who  are  near  the  coal  works  and 
free  fronp  fuch  additional  expenc^,  pay  no  duty  a.t  all,  is  par-r 
tial  in  the  extreme.  If  confidered  in  a  political  view,  it  will 
appear  no  lefs  abfurd  ;  it  is  an  efiedual  bar  to  the  introduce 
tion  of  manufactures  into  the  Highlands,    (to  the  want  of 
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iriucb  ttre  owing  the  frequent  emigrations  that  take  plac» 
from  that  part  of  the  kingdom)  and  confequently  it  prevents 
s  number  of  veflcls  from  being  employed  in  that  trade,  which^ 
in  time  of  peace,  would  be  a  means  of  fupporting  many  fami« 
lies,  and,  in  cafe  of  war,  a  fource  of  increafing  the  numbet 
of  thofe  btave  men,  to  whofe  intrepidity  and  courage  Great 
Briuin  owes  her  confequence  as  a  maritime  power,  and  her 
profperity  as  a  commercial  nation* 

^ooJ.— Another  inconvenience  here,  in  common  with  all 
the  Weftem  Ifles  of  Scotland,  is  the  want  of  wood.  This  in« 
convenience,  however,  may,  by  due  attention,  be  removed  xa 
^his  iflandy  fpr  it  feems  to  have  been  once  well  flocked  with 
trees.  Several  oak  trunks  are  dug  up  in  the  mofTes,  and  fome 
houle  timber,  the  natural  growth  of  the  iiland,  ftill  remains. 
Many  of  the  inhabitants  remember  a  good  orchard,  which 
produced  excellent  apples ;  and  the  place  is  ftill  marked  by  ft 
plane  tre^t  the  only  otie  left  of  fix  that  were  there  in  fpring 
laft.  About  $0  years  ago,  fome  afli  trees  were  planted,  and 
ft  few  of  them  likewife  remain,  fufficiently  large  for  the  com^ 
mon  purpofes  of  building  and  farming  utenfils  *• 

Farms 

*  It  is  a  commoo  oplnioo,  that  woo4  will  not  thrive  in  the  Weftem  Iflet  of 
Scotland.  This  opinion  it  ill  founded  and  coDtradi<ftcd  by  fadt.  Even  in  the 
fmaller  ifles  there  has  been  plenty  of  trees  once^  as  appears  from  the  txunks 
which  are  ftill  found  in  their  molles.  Hence  there  is  good  reafon  to  belicTe, 
that  they  woul4  ftill  grow,  would  proprietors  perfevefe  in  making  experiments, 
beginning  oo  a  linall  fcale,  and,  by  deerees,  enlarging  their  plan  sy  they  found 
it  become  faccefsfsL  ^  •  to  the  larger  iflan^s,  there  are  undeniable  proofs,  that 
they  formerly  abounded  with  ^ood ;  and  that  the  want  of  it  qow,  is  not  owing 
to  any  thing  unfavourable  in  the  foil,  climate  Qr  fttuation,  but  wholly  to  the 
negligence  of  the  inhabitants.  Fpr,  befides  the  large  trees,  that  are  yearly 
found  in  their  moflcs,  (here  are  fine  fprouts  of  oak,  afh,  and  other  wood,  grow- 
ing  in  the  Tallie*,  or  upon  the  flieltered  fides  of  the  hills,  which,  in  winter,  are 
prgleded  an^  allowed  to  be  eaten  op  by  the  nttle.  Were  fucb  placet  inclofcd. 
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Fanns  and  Inehfnres. — ^The  number  of  farms  in  Gigha  is 
15*    Thej  pay  from  30  L  to  looL  rent  each.    All  thefe* 

except 

«d  CMC  taken  to  preferre  thcm«  llMre  w«ald  be  a  great  tol  of  wood  in  afcnr 
yean,  wkh  very  little  espenee. 

.  The  adtantrnges  refaltlng  frnm  fuch  imp roTcments  in  other  places  are  n&i- 
'WsbXtf  acknowledged :  Mach  more  ienfibly  woi4d  they  be  felt  in  remote 
ifioods,  whcpe  at  prefent  there  it  not  the  fmalleft  twig  growing,  and  where, 
Acrefor^y  the  poorer  fort  of  inhabitanu  are  obliged  to  eipofe  themfehret,  in 
triilxag  open  boatt,  to  the  hasard  of  a  long  and  dangerooa  navigation,  in  order 
to  pmrchafe^  at  a  dear  rate»  what*  by  proper  attention,  might  be  raiCed  withia 
the  ifland.  On  thefe  eccafioni,  they  endea7oar  to  make  the  moft  of  their 
voyage,  by  oyerloading  their  boats;  and«  as  this  kind  of  cargo  does  not  ftow 
well,  there  is  always  too  much  top  weight,  which  is  often  attended  with  £stal 
conle(|uences ;  inftances  of  which  conld  be  fpecified.  This  confidcration  alone 
Ihonld  excite  proprietors,  to  adopt  every  rational  plan,  for  introducing  into  tfade 
Hbndt  an  article  fo  much  wanted,  to  render  the  fitoatiun  of  the  inhabitant* 
comlortable,  and,  indeed,  the  only  thing  wanting  to  ronder  thefe  iflands  among 
the  mod  delightful  places  in  the  kingdom  to  vifit,  or  retire  to  in  the  fammcr. 
2<atiue  fumiflied  this 'article  in  great  abundance  formerly,  and  flill  effera 
to  prodncc  it,  wonld  people  but  avail  themfelves  of  her  b»tt'oty,  by  fecondsn^ 
htt  efforts.  Befides  the  great  advantage  of  raifing  trees  for  domeftic  ufes,  and 
the  alteration  it  would  make  on  thefe  iflands  in  point  of  beauty,  it  would  be  at* 
tended  with  other  good  effeAs.  By  increafing  the  degree  of  warmth,  it  would 
^cken  vegeution ;  it  would  alfo  fcreeo  the  6elds  from  blaftii^  winds ;  iavc 
the  com  from  fiiaking ;  aod,  in  the  winter  time,  afford  iheltev  for  cattle. 

On  places  dircdly  ezpofed  to  the  ftorms  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  it  is  pro- 
kable  that  ever}  attempt  to  raife  trees  will  prove  abortive.  But  in  places  flicl* 
tered  from  thofe  ftormi^  they  will  certainly  grow,  if  care  be  taken  to  preferve 
them  from  cattle,  and  to  prevent  people  from  deftroying  them.  Inftead  of  one 
large  planution,  feveral  fmall  clumps  might  be  tncd ;  and  where  they  were 
found  to  thrive,  more  might  be  planted ;  where  they  did  not,  the  lofs  and  ex* 
pence  would  be  led  felt.  Various  kinds  of  trees  (hould  be  tried,  and  different 
experiments  made;  fuch  as  raifing  them  from  the  feed«  thinning  them  as  they 
grew  up,  aod  tranfplanting  thofe  thus  raifed  at  different  ages,  and  into  different 
foils.  Where  the  ground  is  mariby,  or  fo  much  expofed  that  trees  will  not 
come  to  perfedion,  it  might  be  rendered  very  valuable  by  raifing  (allows,  for 
which  there  is  alw^t  a  demand  for  fuking  hoops^  creels  and  baflceu;  and  could 
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cxKpt  4,  are  poflefled  bj  two  or  more  tenants,  ^ho,  inllead 
ef  occupjing  each  farm  in  common  as  formerly^  are  now  be« 
{hining  not  onlj  to  divide  them  from  one  another  by  march 
dikes*  bat  aUb  to  fubdivide  each  farm,  fo  that  every  tenant 
may  baire  his  own  (hare  marked  out  and  inclofed.  This  gives 
them  a  true  idea  of  property,  promotes  emulation,  begets  a 
fpirit  of  improvement,  and  ftimulates  to  induftry  and  exertion* 
Though  averfe  to  fuch  a  change  at  firft,  they  now  begin  to 
acknowledge  the  benefit  of  it ;  and  the  proprietor,  who  had 
feme  trouble,  before  he  could  perfuade  them  to  adopt  this 
plan,  has  the  fatlsfadioo  to  find,  that  thofe  who  have  tried  it, 
are  fenfifolc  of  its  advantages,  and  mending  in  their  circum* 
ftances.-»Divifion  of  farms  naturally  leads  to  inclofe  them  ^ 
and  this*  befides  the  advantage  of  fecoring  property,  occafiooa 
a  degree  of  flielter  and  warmth,  much  wanted  in  iOands,  where 
generally  the  arable  land  lies  along  the  Ihore,  and  is  much 
expofed  to  the  ftorm.  The  old  pradice  of  raifing  earthen 
fences,  (which  befides  the  perpetual  expence  and  labour  of  re* 
pairs,  are  moft  pernicious  to  the  foil),  is  gradually  going  into 

difttfe 

mere  Be  nifed  than  fuiEcient  to  ferre  tfae  mliabitantB,  the  overploi  mif  ht  be  foUt 
Co  advanuge,  unoog  the  veJTeU  that  confUndy  frequent  thefc  iilaods  in  the  filh« 
iflgfieafoiu. 

If  after  repeated  trials,  in  low  iilands,  which  are  much  espofed,  it  be  foun^ 
tb:it  trees  will  not  grow,  would  it  be  an  extra vagaot  plan,  to  make  one  or  more 
fmall  iadofarcfl  with  a  ftone  and  lime  wall,  which  might  be  raifed  annually  itt 
jlroportion  to  the  growth  of  the  trec«,  to  the  height,  at  lafl^.  of  30  or  30  feet  f 
Proprietors  of  fuch  iilands,  who  have  handfome  fortunes,  and  rellde  on  their 
own  properties.  Slight,  it  is  prefumed,  lay  out  a  little  money  yearly  on  fuch  ft 
plan,  without  being  confidered  in  the  light  of  pro}edors.  If  **•  the  growth  otf 
^  two  blades  of  graft,  where  only  one  grew  before,  renders  a  man  mor* 
"  txfefol  t )  his  country  than  the  whole  race  of  politicians  put  together,*** 
how  much  greater  ferYice  does  he  perform,  who,  by  his  attention  and  pubfii 
fginit  nifes  t  few  trees  ia  thofc  iflaqd;,  where  not  wt  is  now  to  be  feen  } 
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difufe,  and  in  a  Ihort  time  will  be  totally  aboliihed.  In  ordet 
to  cffeduate  tbis»  and  to  introduce  the  method  of  building 
Done  fences^  men  have  bten  brought  from  other  countries,  to 
carry  on  this  ufeful  improvement*  Since  tiie  year  1788,  be<« 
fides  drains  *,  ditches  and  hedges,  about  1600  falls  of  drjr 
fione  wall  have  been  built :  and  the  &me  work  is  ftill  going 
on  with  great  fpirit. 

Cultivation  and  Produce, '•^They  begin  plowing  about  the 
ail  of  February,  and  work  with  4  horl'cs  in  a  plough.  The 
principal  proprietor,  however,  works  with  only  a  horfes*  a 
method  which  is  now  becoming  general  in  fcveral  pafts  of 
the  county  f .  There  are  24  ploughs  in  the  ifland,  of  which 
a  ace  of  the  low  country  kind  i  the  reft  auk  ward  and  heavy* 
Their  harrows  are  all  wooden,  and  ^renerally  take  2  borfes  to 
drag  each  of  them.  The  teeth  (or  wooden  pins),  which  wear 
fad,  muft  be  made  long,  in  order  to  be  driven  through  to 
lupply  the  wafte  ;  fo  that  one  is  at  a  lols  to  know  which  is 
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*  Cfeat  additioni  may  be  made  to  the  arable  and  pafture  ground,  by  draining, 
and  by  blafting  and  clearing  away  (tones;  and  pains  are  taken,  both  by  example 
And  advice,  tb  make  the  inhabitants  fenfible  of  the  advantages  arifing  from  this 
kind  of  improyement.  Upon  the  whole,  all  the  improvements  which  have  beeo 
carried  on  fince  the  year  1788,  and  which  have  coft  upwards  of  acool.  Sterling, 
have  lontributcd  greatly  to  the  intertft  of  both  the  proprietor  and  the  tenants. 

f  The  barbarous  praSice  of  working  uith  four  horfes  abreaft,  which  {li'l  pre- 
Tails  in  fome  parts  of  the  Highlands,  is  faid  n.ver  to  have  obuined  here.  But 
another  prance,  no  lefs  barbarous,  is  fometimes  ufcd,  though  not  fo  common  a* 
in  other  places,  that  is,  tying  the  harrow  to  the  horfe's  tail.  This  is  often  done 
|o  fave  the  expence  and  trouble  of  harncfs,  and  fometimes  to  tame  young  horfes, 
M  they  term  it,  which,  indeed,  It  does  with  a  veugtance.  i-'or  the  honour  of 
human  nature,  as  well  as  from  a  regard  to  the  fafcty  and  eafe  of  that  noble  ani« 
$nal,  to  which  we  are  fo  much  indebted  for  a  great  (hare  of  the  pleafurei  and 
conveniences  of  life,  it  were  to  be  ulihed  that  other  proprietors  would  form  a 
refolution,  as  is  now  the  cafe  in  Gigha,  to  put  an  ciTedtual  Hop  to  fuch  ciucUy. 
f  A  merciful  man  bath  companion  on  bis  beaft,*' 
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Ac  right  fide  ;  nor  indeed  does  it  make  any  great  difference 
83  to  the  cffe6k  produced,  which  fide  is  ufed.  Though  they 
neither  pulverize  the  ground  nor  cover  the  grain,  the  people 
prefer  them  to  iron-pinned  harrows,  and  maintain,  that  were 
they  to  ufe  this  latter  kind,  they  conld  never  raife  a  good 
crop.  Such  are  the  effects  of  ignorance  and  prejudice,  two 
powerful  enemies  to  improvement  in  the  Highlands  of  Scot* 
land  *.  The  produce  of  the  illand,  confiding  of  oats,  barley  and 
potatoes,  is  more  than  fufiicient  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
inhabitants  f .  All  kitchen  fluffs  may  be  raifed  in'great  a- 
bundance  and  perfedion,  the  foil  being  good,  and  neither 
moles  nor  any  continuance  of  froff  to  counterad  the  exertions 
of  Xhe  gardener.  A  good  quantity  of  flax  is  raifed  yearly, 
which  is  fpun  and  fold  in  yarn,  at  %  s.  the  fpindle.  Till  late- 
VoL.  VIII.  Q  ly. 

•  Thcf  begin  fowing  the  latter  end  of  March,  and  finifli  their  barley  feed 
aboat  the  beginniog  of  June.  Barley  harvell  commences  the  latjter  end  of 
Attgufl ;  that  of  oats  near  the  middle  of  September ;  and  the  whole  U  finiOied 
about  the  latter  end  of  Odober.  As  there  U  no  mtenfe  froft  of  any  continu- 
ance, and  at  the  ^eater  part  of  the  arable  laud  is  dry,  they  might  begin  to 
plough  and  fow  much  earlier,  and  confequently  their  harveft  would  commence 
fooner.  They  arc  at  great  pains  in  .cleaning  their  feed  corn,  and  preparing 
their  barley  ground,  which  they  plough  thrice.  They  have  derived  great  ad- 
vantage of  late  from  foreign  corn  feed  and  bear,  which  was  introduced  by  the 
proprietor* 

t  The  Gigha  boll  ii  equ:U  to  20  pecks  Linlithgow  meafnre.  Laft  crop  fold 
at  14  s.  the  boll  of  oats ;  z  1.  a  s.  the  boll  of  barley;  18  s.  8  d.  the  boll  of  meal 
(10  ftone  weight);  8  s.  the  boU  of  potatoes,  meafuring  4  barrels  heaped.  Of 
the  barley,  230  bolls  (Linlithgow  meafure)  are  diftilled  in  the  iiland ;  and  about 
160  bolls,  of  the  fiunc  meafure,  fent  to  Campbeltown  and  other  places  :  Of 
potatoes  about  1000  barrels  are  fcnt  out  of  the  country  :  Of  the  meal  there 
will  be  about  110  bolls  bought  up  from  the  tenants  by  the  proprietor,  for  the 
ufe  of  his  workmen*  Aquavits  felb  at  149.  the  gallon;  a' ftone  of  cheefe, 
24  ^'9  c«ib  J  s« ;  s  ftonc  oi  butter  xo  1. 


50  Stati/iical  Account 

I7,  there  was  no  bay  made  in  the  ifland ;  and  indeed  there  u 
hardly  any  yet,  except  what  the  proprietor  makes :  but  aa 
the  people  now  fee,  by  the  great  returns  he  has  had,  the  be* 
nefit  of  inclofures,  the  improvement  of  fowiog  grab  ieeda 
is  likely  foon  to  follow. 

Black  Cattle  and  Hor/es ^The  ifland  of  GIgha  was  for- 
merly divided  into  30  mcrks  land,  to  eachof  which  14  cows 
and  4  horfes  were  allowed :  The  fiime  proportion  to  the  ifland 
of  Cara,  confiding  of  x  merk  land.  According  to  this  me* 
thod  of  calculation,  the  number  is  eafily  afcertained. 

M.L.  Cowt.  Cowti  ML.  Hov.  Hor. 

'   Gtgha,    •    30X1 4=; 490  Gigha,    -    30X4^x10 

Cara,       «       1X14=  14  Cara,       «       1X4=^     4 

Cowsin  theparifli,    -    434  BoTfe8mtheparifli,«ii4 

The  prcfent  number,  however,  of  black  cattle  and  horfes  far 
exceeds  this  calculation.  The  black  cattle  may  be  reckoned 
nt  leaft  f  more.  Some  fat  cows  are  commonly  Dent  to  market 
in  the  beginning  of  winter,  and  draw  from  3I.  X5  s.  to  5 
guineas  each.  The  number  of  black  cattle,  finall  and  large, 
fold  annually,  will  be  about  130.  Milk  cows  fell  at  4  1.  and 
5  1. ;  lean  cows,  in  May,  draw  from  2  U  xo  s.  to  3  L ;  heifers 
from  X  1.  xos,  to  al.  xas.  6d, ;  ftirks,  or  year*olds,  from 
X 6  5.  to  1 1.  I  s.  Horfes  are  bought  at  3 1.  10  s.  and  9 1.,  ac«  ! 
cording  to  tlieir  age  and  fize.  The  number  of  horfes  annual- 
ly bought  muft  be  very  fmall.  As  fome  are  yearly  fold  out  , 
of  the  iflaud,  it  is  probable  that  the  number  reared  is  fuffi-> 
cient  for  the  place* 

Shtip  and  Swine. — ^The  farms  in  Gigha  are  rather  confined        I 
for  flieep  i  and  as  the  common  tenants  cannot  keep  them  fe^       1 

parate      | 
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^arate  from  other  cattle,  thej  are  to  fell  them  ofi;  it;,  being 
fouod,  that  when  they  are  not  kept  bj  themfelves^  they  dege- 
nerate, and  prevent  the  improvement  of  black  cattle ;  a  thing 
too  much  negleded  formerly  in  this  place.  But  by  this  plan, 
it  is  not  intended  to  baniih  this  ufeful  animal  from  the  ifland 
altogether.  As  there  are  fome  points  of  land^  forming  fo 
many  peninfulse,  which  can  be  eafily  inclofed^  it  is  meant  to 
keep  a  certain  number  of  a  good  kind  for  the  convenience  of 
mutton,  and  the  improvement  of  the  finer  kind  of  wool.  At 
prefent  the  fmall  highland  kind  of  mutton  fells  at  7  s.  8  d.« 
lamb  at  2  8.  6  d.  or  3  s. — A  good  many  fwine  are  reared  ;  but 
the  damage  they  do  among  the  pafture  ground  is  greater  than 
any  advantage  they  bring.  Till  fuch  time,  therefore,  as  a 
proper  method  of  confining  and  feeding  them  can  be  adopted^ 
it  were  better  to  baniih  them  altogether,  which  the  proprietor 
means  to  ^o^  unlefs  they  are  kept  in  a  hog  fence.  They  ard* 
fold  at  flrom  16 s.  to  z L  43.  A  pig  coils  from  is*  6 d.  to 
a  8.  6  d«,  accordmg  to  its  age. 

WUd  Animals^  Poultry,  Sec.— Hie  oiily  deftruaive  animal 
is  a  fmall  fpecies  of  wild  cat,  which  feldom  comes  near  the 
farm  houfes,  but  keeps  near  the  ihor^  and  among  cairns,  where 
it  kills  rabbits,  of  which  there  are  many  in  the  ifland.  Rats 
and  rake  are  fometiroes  troublefome.  The  amphibious  buu 
mals  are  feals  and  otters,  but  not  very  numerous. ^There  be^ 
ing  no  foxes,  polecats,  weafels,  Slc.  poultry  of  all  kinds  are 
re  ired  in  great  plenty.  A  goods  IcUs  at  i  s.  6  d. ;  a  good  hca 
at  6d. }  a  chicken  at  3d.  1  and  a  dozen  of  eggs  at  a  d.  In 
winter  the  ifland  is  vifited  by  the  fwan  and  woodcock; 
in  fummer  by  the  fwallow,  comcraik  (or  cornrail),  anu  cuckoo. 
The  other  birds  frequenting  it  are^  wild  geefe,  ducks,  and  all 
the  fpecies  of  fea  fowl  common  on  the  t^eft  coaft :  PigeonSf 
plovers^  ravens,  hooded  crows,  ftarhngs,  fparrow  hawks,  and 

G  a  jack 
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jack-daws  are  very  numerous.  Of  the  laft  there  are  two 
kinds  \  one  with  a  dark  bkie  head,  all  the  reft  black  ;  another 
with  red  feet,  having  the  bodj  and  head  black. 

Waters. — Though  there  are  neither  lakes  nor  rivers  in 
Gigha,  it  abounds  with  excelknt  water,  cverjr  farm  having 
one  or  more  fpring  wells  in  it.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the  iflandi 
two  good  mills  are  fupplied,  all  winter  and  fpring,  with 
water  colle&ed  into  a  pond  from  fpring  wells;  but  in 
furomer^  the  pond  is  made  dry  for  the  purpofe  of  cutting 
peats. — There  is  a  tradition  that  the  country  was  once  nearly 
depopulated  by  a  plague,  all  the  people  dying  except  thofe  of 
one  farm,  called  Ardacha*^  or  Htgb  Fitld^  where  there  is  a 
fpring  of  water,  to  the  virtue  of  which-  was  attributed  their 
£ifety.  The  water  of  this  well .  is  ftill  reckoned  very  ialu- 
briousi  though  it  has  nothing  peculiar  in  tafte  or  colour  *• 

Cavesn — 


^  It  would  be  unpardonable  on  this  fubjed  not  to  mention  the  Well  of  Tar^ 
fa/,  called  7<Aat^rath  Bbuathaig,  i,e.  the  Jueiy  well  of  Beatbag\  a- well  famous 
for  having  the  command  of  the  wind.  It  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  hill  front* 
iog  the  N.  E.  near  an  iilhmus  called  Tarbat.  bix  feet  above  where  the  wate& 
gufhcs  out,  there  is  a  heap  of  ftones,  which  forms  a  cover  to  the  facred  fount. 
When  a  perfon  wiihed  for  a  fair  wind,  either  to  leave  the  ifland,  or  to  bring 
home  his  abfent  friends,  thi^  part  was  opened  with  great  folemnitj,  the  ilone» 
carefully  removed,  and  the  well  cleaned  with  a  wooden  diih  or  clam  IhcU.  This 
being  done,  the  water  was  fcvcral  times  thrown  in  the  diredion  (or  art),  from 
which  the  wiflied  for  wind  was  to  btbw,  and  this  a^on  accompanied  with  acei^ 
t*in  form  of  words,  which  the  perfon  repeated  every  time  he  threw  the  water. 
When  the  ceremeny  was  over,  the  well  was  again  carefully  fiiut  up  to  prevenff 
iaul  confequences ;  it  being  firmly  believed,  that,  were  the  place  left  open,  ifr 
would  occaCnn  a  ilorm,  which  would  overwhelm  the  whole  ifland.  This  cere- 
mony of  cleaning  the  xvell,  as  it  is  called,  is  now  fcldom  or  never  performed  i 
though  ftill  there  .arc  two  old  women,  of  the  names  GalbVcath  and  Graham 
who  are  faid  to  have  the  fecret,  but  who  have  caufe  to  lament  the  infidelity  o/ty 
tfgfy  as  they  derive  little  emolument  from  their  profcffiou* 
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Fig.  1. 
Seftion  of  Uaxoh  Mhok,  near  Arbocqab,  in  G|OiiA*    Sm 

Fio.  If. 
Hakoiko  Roc^ts  at  the  entrance  of  0AtCB  MaoR^ 

Fig.  III. 
Scfiton  of  Uasgh  yA*N  Colamak.    Seepage  5|. 

Fio.  IV. 
Setton  pf^liocao  an  L(*m.    See  fage  5^. 

JlT.  B»  Thefe  feftions  are  intended  to  fhew  the  (hape  or  figi^« 
<»f  the  places ;  but  the  proportions  cannot  be  exaft,  for  want 
of  oompafles  and  other  inftruments. 

Fig.  V. 
Sefiion  of  Sloc  auTsh&avkak.    See  tbe  f^te^fage  54. 

Fig.  VI. 

f^AEH  Ban.     See  page  55,  and  thtfirft  nofe^  page  56. 

i.  Coffin,  where  the  bones  are  covered. 

%.  Coffin^  opened  January  3.  1792,  and  dofed  again.  ^  Nc^ 
thing  found  in  it. 

3.  4.  Open  covins,  the  cove^  being  broken  by  the  people. 
Jn  thefe  the  urns  were  found. 

5*  Small  coffins. 

^«  A  flag,  but  no  coffin. 

JH.B^ 


ir.  B.  One  of  the  meo,  who  wrouglit  at  Caro  Ban,  fajS,  ihtif 
being  fumroer  time,  there  was  an  intolerable  ftench,  oa 
opening  thefe  graves,  which  obliged  them  10  drink  fpirits, 
and  keep  always  on  the  windward  fide }  and  that*  when 
thcj  omitted  thefe  precautions,  thej  had  violent  headachs: 
That  the  infide  of  the  coffins  were  covered  witli  a  black 
kind  of  duft,  whence  iflocd  the  offenfive  finell :  But  thac 
the  J  never  fufpcAed  it  bad  been  a  borying  placet  ^  ^^ 
found  the  bones  and  urns.  The  whole  cairn  was  full  of 
coffins,  fome  large  and  focne  fmalL  On  the  bottom  of  the 
coffin  opened  bj  Mr.  Wxixxam  FitxSEt,  there  ^af  a  ftrttam 
of  dark  duft,  about  3  or  4  inches  deep ;  and  the  fides  and 
cover  were  of  the  fame  colour ;  but  there  was  no  offeAfivi 
fmelli  the  weather  being  froftjr  wbca  it  ift^  dp^ftiA 
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Cava. — ^There  are  feveral  caves :  The  moil  renarkable  are 
two  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland  near  the  farm  of  Ardacha\.-« 
One  of  them,  called  Uaigh  Mbor^  or  the  Large  Cave^  was  ori^ 
ginally  190  feet  long.  At  prefent  there  Is  onlj  a  part  of  it 
covered,  but  fo  filled  up  with  earth  and  fiones  that  it  is  dif« 
ficult  to  get  into  it.  This  partis  86  feet  long,  and  the  reft 
(which  is  I04jy  forms  a  grand  entrance  to  it^  bjr  a  banging 
rock  on  the  north  fide, '  70  feet  high,  and  bj  another  rifine 
parallel  to  it,  on  the  fouth  fide,  equally  high  *. — At  a  fmall 
diftance  fouth  of  this,  is  Uaigb-na^n  Colaman^  or  Pigeon*» 
Cave,  (from  thefe  birds  neftling  there).  It  is  about  70  feet 
long,  36  broad,  and  40  high.  The  end,  which,  like  the  other 
cave,  b  narrow  and  dark,  is  adorned  with  a  beautiful  coatinir 
of  fpar,  which  runs  down  along  the  fide  in  large  veins,  an4 
£>metimes  in  perpendicular  tubes.  The  water  which  oozes 
through  this  lubftance,  and  which  forms  drops  of  different 
inagnitBdes,  according  to  the  pores  and  diameters  of  the  dif- 
ferent veins  and  tubes,  has  a  beautiful  appearance  with  candle 
light.  Here  are  fome  plants  reckoned  ufeful  in  certain  com- 
plaints ;  particularly  cneam-na^muc-jia^  i,  e.  wild  boards  garm 
/icfy  which  is  ufcd  in  Aomach, complaints.  Its  leaf  is  beau- 
tiful and  Jong,  hanging  down  from  the  fide  of  the  cave.  Oa 
the  4th  of  January,  when  thefe*  caves  were  examined,  vege^ 
tation  was  fo  ftrong,  that  the  different  plants  appeared  perfeft. 
ly  frefli  and  vigorous.— At  the  fouth  end  of  the  ifland,  there 
is  a  fttbterraneous  paflage  1^3  feet  k)ng,  into  which  the  fea 
run*.  About  the  middle  there  is  an  aperture  8  feet  long  and 
%  broad.  Near  the  tnd  there  is  another,  20  feet  long  and  4 
broad  Round  this  aperture  are  large  pieces  of  rock;  one  of 
which  having  fallen  in,  and  being  jammed  betweeix  the  fides^ 
divides  it  into  /wo,  and  forms  a  convenient  rcfting  place  foe 

taking 

•  Sec  the  pUte. 
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taking  the  depth  of  the  chafm,  which  is  here  12  feet,  in  the 
middle  32,  and  at  the  mouth  about  40.  When  there  is  a  furf» 
m  perpetual  mill  iflues  from  thefe  apertures,  accompanied  with 
a  tremendous  noife,  which  is  occafioned  bj  the  rolling  of  large 
ftonesi  or  fragments  of  the  rock  that  have  fallen  in,  and  are 
conftantlj  kept  in  motion  bj  the  agitation  of  the  water.  la 
time  of  a  weflerly  ftorm,  being  expofed  to  the  great  fwells 
from  the  Atlantic  ocean,  the  fea  ruflies  in  with  fuch  violence 
as  to  difcharge  itfelf  through  thefe  openings  with  a  thunder* 
ing  ttoife,  rifing  to  an  immenfe  height,  in  the  form  of  inter- 
mitting jetts.  Hence  its  name  Sloc^^n^Leim^  or  Squirting 
Cavef  literallj  Jumping  Pit.  The  mouth  of  this  cave  is  only 
to  be  feen  at  low  water ;  and  the  channel  leading  to  it  ex-* 
tends  more  than  70  feet ;  fo  that  the  whole  length  is  upward9 
of  200  feet*. 

Cairns  atid  /fi//r.— «Within  a  few  yards  of  SIoc-an^^Leim 
there  is  a  rock,  detached  from  the  reft,  36  feet  high,  46  loogf 
and  34  broad  on  the  top ;  it  was  furrounded  with  a  dry  ftonc* 
wall,  and  is  called  Cam  Leim^  from  its  vicinity  to  the  chafm 
already  mentioned.  The  country  people  fay  it  was  a  beacoa 
for  direfiing  veCTels  into  the  harbour  of  Gigulum  found.  A- 
bout  the  centre  of  tlic  ifland  is  Dun  Cbiji^   or  Keefie^s  Hill^ 

which 

*  North  from  this  at  a  fmall  difbnce  is  another  fuhtcrrafieoiis  paflage,  called 
fht^^Tfihranuan  (pronomnced  Shk-M^rananJ^  i,  r»  Sitoring  Piif  from  the  \md 
«f  noifc  it  makesu  It  is  about  36  feet  loQg,  and  the  channel  which  leads  to  it 
more  than  40.  At  the  end  there  is  a  very  (mall  opening  (not  half  an  iocli 
wide),  about  which  there  is  a  quantity  of  water  always  lodged.  The  condenfcd 
air  below  is  forced  up  by  every  fwell  through  the  fmall  openinjTi  and  oecafions 
that  bubbling  noife  in  the  water,  which  has  occafioned  the  name.  At  the  n:ooth 
of  this  chafm,  where  the  channel  is  1 7  feet  deep,  there  is  a  large  piece  of  rock 
lyiDg  acrofs,  which  oecafions  a  jett  here,  and  the  fmall  perforation  at  the  end 
fquirts  alfo  in  time  of  ftorm ;  fo  that  it  is  in  mina:ure  the  fame  as  Sloc-an-'Xjeim 
— >To  the  eaft  of  thc£:  chafins  there  is  an  appearance  of  copper  ore. 
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whidi  appears  to  have  b^n  a  ftrong  fortification.    Oo  the 
N.  W.,  N«  aod  N.  £.  fides,  there  is  a  deep  afcent  Crom  40  to 
80  feet.     At  the  top  of  this  afcent,  there  is  a  perpendicular 
lock  from  14  to  37  feet  high  ;  the  reft  Is  Inclofed  with  a  diy 
ilone  wall,  9^  feet  thick,  and  from  8  to  io  feet  high.    On  the 
eaft  fide  there  b  a  fteep  afcent  of  38  feet,  (feeminglj  cut  out 
of  the  rock),  leading  to  the  gate,  which  is  four  feet  wide.   In 
the  middle  of  this  Diin  there  is  an  elevation,  which  commands 
a  view  of  the  place  on  all  fides,  and  of  the  countrj  round.    It 
is  xao  feet  long,  and  67  broad.    Tradition  fajs  that  Keefie, 
the  King  of  Lochlin's  fon,  who  occupied  this  ftrong  hold,  was 
killed  there  bj  Diarmad,  one  of  Fingal's  heroes,  with  whofe 
wife  he  had  run  awaj.    Within  fight  of  Diin  Chifi,  about  a 
mile  N.  £.  there  is  another  beautiful  little  hill,  furrounded 
with  a  drj  ftone  wall,  and  rifing  in  a  vallej,  which  happens 
€0  be  marflij,  whence  it  has  its  name,  Dunan'an^Tsiio/gmnf 
(pronounced  Dunan  an  Uafguin)^  i.  e.  the  little  hill  in  the 
marflu    It  is  a  fteep  rocky  afcent,   95  feet  long,  55  broad^ 
and  36  high,  bttt  level  on  the  top.    The  gate  fronts  Diin 
Chifi,  is  4  feet  wide,  and  the  wall  9  feet  thick*.    At  the 
northern  extremity  of  the  ifland,  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  there  is 
a  circular  heap  of  ftones,  called  Cam-'na^faire^  or  Watch  Caira, 
53  £eet  diameter.    It  feems  to  have  been  a  place  of  fome 
ftrenglh,  and  intended,  as  the  name  implies,  to  give  the  alarm 
ia  cafe  of  an  invafion,  for  it  commands  a  very  extenfive  view 
of  the  fea  from  S.  W.  by  N.  to  S.  £.  About  half  an  Engliih 
mile  foutb  of  Cam^nO'^airf^  on  a  plain  near  the  fliore,  is 

Cam* 

*  Moitlwwcft  kom  Dnn  Chifi,  about  the  fame  diAaace,  and  withio  fight  of 
it,  tfaae  it  a  peniafuU,  which  was  ftropgly  fortifiedt  aod  waa  probably  occnpied 
hj  the  fame  people,  to  fecnre  their  landing  or  retreat.  It  it  called  Tru  by  the 
inhabitantt,  which  is  a  comiptlon  of  the  word  Trar«6.  At  a  farm  called  Dndw^ 
••'Cbf^  there  is  a  beaatifal  earthen  mount,  43  feet  long,  and  41  broad  on  the 
top.  Thefidesareafteepaficent,  fir^ma4t0  3^fecc  The  name  and  iotcflr 
tioa  of  it  are  e^naUy  utkaeira. 
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Cam-Ban  or  White  Cairn*.  It  is  alfo  circular,  aod  tneafares 
JO  feet  in  diameter.  From  the  fitaation  of  the  place,  the 
convenience  of  landing,  and  its  vicinitj  to  Cam-ua-faire^  it  is 
likelj  that  there  was  an  engagement  near  it,  and  that  the  bo- 
dies of  the  flain  were  buried  under  the  cairn.  South  weft  of 
Carn  Ban,  at  a  narrow  part  of  the  ifland,  called  Tarbat,  there 
is  a  large  ftone  on  end,  kn«wii  bjr  the  name  of  (7Jrr-tfii*7ar- 
lart^  or  tbe  Pillar  of  Itarbatj-.  It  is  near  8  feet  high,  and, 
from  its  inclined  pofition,  cannot  be  lefs  than  3  feet  under 
ground  to  prevent  its  falling.  It  was  probablj  fet  up  to  mark 
the  grave  of  fome  warrior.  The  common  burying  place  in 
the  ifland,  is  called  CHI  Cbattan^  pronounced  Kill  x*Trm$^  u  e. 
Cattan's  grave,  or  burying  ground.  Here  are  the  ruins  of 
an  old  chapel,  33  feet  long,  14!  broad.  At  the  eaft  end, 
there  is  a  long  narrow  window,  in  the  fole  of  which  lies  a 
ilpne  font,  neatlj  cut  in  an  ofta^onal  ihape,  and  perforated  in 

the 

*  Three  yeari  ago  feveral  ftone  cnflSnt  were  difcoverdd  there,  bj  dyk€-^iiil> 
denu  On  opening  them  they  found  fome  umi,  one  of  which  is  in  Mr.  Ma> 
neill  of  Gigha*t  poffcfiion,  and  meafurei  (on  the  ontfide}  si  inches  in  diameter 
at  top,  2  at  the  bottom,  and  j}  in  height,  made  of  clay,  hard  burnt,  and  ih  co^^- 
lour  blackith.  The  coffins,  of  which  there  are  4  in  the  middle  of  the  cairn,  are 
made  up  of  4  large  flags,  forming  the  bottom,  iides  and  cover  of  each,  with  a 
Imall  flag  at  each  end.  They  lie  fonth  and  north,  and  meafure  about  5  feet  in 
length,  %i  in  breadth,  and  x^  in  depth.  Two  of  thefe  coffins  are  covered,  in 
one  of  which  are  human  bones.  Befides  the  large  coffin,  there  were  fever al 
fmall  ones,  of  which  there  is  only  one  left  entire.  It  is  3  feet  long,  i  \  broad, 
and  X  deep. 

f  Any  neck  of  land  or  ifthmus,  where  boats  can  be  drawn  over  from  one 
fide  to  the  other,  is  called  Tarbat^  from  the  two  Gaelic  words  trnfmim,  to  draw, 
and  Bat,  a  boat.  It  is  commonly  pronounced  in  Gaelic  with  an  r  in  the  bft 
iy liable  as  well  as  in  the  firft,  (i.  e.)  Tarbart.  Near  the  farm  houfes  of  Tarbat 
there  is  an  old  burying  place,  where  there  is  a  crofs,  with  one  of  the  arms  and 
part  of  the  top  broken.  It  is  neatly  cut,  and  meafures  6  feet  in  length,  xq 
inches  in  breadth,  and  5  inches  in  thickncfs.  The  place  is  called  Hi^b  CbaHeal^ 
f.  e.  the  Klmgs  CBafei,  Of  Tomh. 
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the  centre;  It  is  a  feet  diametci:  without,  ^nd  J  ;  itithin,  8 
inches  deep,  and  the  bottom  13  4  inches  thick.  Near  this 
chapel  id  Achadb-^-^Ciarta^  (pronounced  kxti-x^ni^  i.  e.  the 
field  of  the  piUdr,  fo  called  frbm  a  beautiful  plain  ftonc, 
Which  (lands  iii  the  middle  of  the  field,  within  140  jarda 
of  the  chapel.  It  inclines  to  tHc  S.  W.  is  14+  feet  high,  -^ 
feet  broad,  and  8  inches  thick  at  the  edges.  To  fupport  itd 
weight;  it  muft  be  3  fefct,  at  lead,  under  ground.* 

CaiIa. 

}Sfa  Coaft  and  Birds. — ^The  fhore  of  this  ifland  is  high  and 
rocky,  except  iat  tho  N.  E.  end,  where  the  landing  place  is; 
The  fbuth  end,  called  the  Maoil  of  Gara*,  which  is  the  h^gheft 
^art  of  the  ifland,  is  ia  perpendicular  rock,  meafuring  117  feet 
in  height;  From  the  (hore  to  the  foutidation  of  this  rock 
there  i3  a  fteep  afcent  equal  to  50  feet  perpendicular,  which 
xnak^  the  whole  height  167  feet.  Here  all  the  different  fpe- 
cits  of  fea-fbwl  heflle  in  Maj,  which,  added  to  the  grand  ap- 
pearance of  the  rock,  forms  a  delightful  view  of  the  fea  ;  and 
'on  approaching  it,  the  ear  is  no  lefs  gratiBed  than  the  eje. 
The  number  and  variety  of  notes,  which  the  appearance  of  a- 
ny  vifitor  dccafions  among  the  birds,  together  with  the  mur* 

Vol.  VIII.  H  mur 

^  Morth-clft  of  this,  at  in  equal  diftance  froth  the  cha^l,  is  Cnoe^a't^harra, 
M"  the  hill  of  the  pillar.  On  the  top  of  this  hill  thete  is  another  ftono,  9  feet 
long,  and  3  feet  10  inches  in  circumference ;  of  the  9  feet,  1  are  in  the  ground. 
Still  farther  to  the  N.  E.  on  a  higher  hill,  there  was  a  crofs  which  fell  fome 
years  fiace,  and  was  hroken ;  the  3.  ft  ones  were  in  a  ftraight  Inid,  but  whether 
they  dire&ed  to  any  particvUu-  obje^,  or  were  intended  as  monuments  of  the 
dead,  cannot  be  afcertained. 

f  Ma^l adj^  figniBcs  hart  or  taU^  as  Ceanti  madl,  baUheaJ,  Hence  it  is  np« 
plied  to  cxpofed  points  of  land  or  promontories,  and  then  becomes  a  fubiUiiiive 
noun,  and  is  written  maoU  c.  g.  miaoU  of  IQityre,  macil  of  Galloway,  maiai  «tf 
Cara,  tea 
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siur  of  the  fea  and  the  echo  of  the  rocks«  fonn  a  concert  b/ 
no  means  dlfagreeable.  The  ncd  game  hawk  ia  (aid  to  neftle 
here.  This  rock  has  a.  great  deal  of  iron  ore  in  it ;  and  in 
one  place,  which  was  ftruck  with  lightning  feveral  years  a<- 
go,  large  pieces  were  thrown  down,  which  fceraed  to  be  ft 
mixture  of  copper  and  fflh»* 

Caves^  Soii^  \3c Clofc  by  this  part  of  the  Maoil,  there  is 

a  cave  40  feec  long,  5  broad,  and  5  highf .  At  the  end  there 
is  a  fmall  opening  which  comrounlcjtes  with  another  cave, 
meafuring  37  feet  in  length,  9  in  breadth,  and  9  in  height. 
This  cave  is  open  at  the  fide,  which  admits  a  good  deal  of 
light,  and  from  the  Cop  dreams  of  clear  water  fall  down.  The 
fame  kind  of  plants  grow  here  as  in  the  caves  of  Gigha*  Th« 
N.  £.  end  abounds  with  rabbits,  where  the  foil  is  a  mixture 
of  ihells,  fand,  and  earth*  The  reft  of  the  ifknd  is  molTy,  and 
the  greater  part  might  be  cultivated,  but  it  is  found  more  pro» 
fitable  to  keep  it  for  pafture.  There  is  enough  of  peats  for 
the  inhabitants,  and  care  is  taken  in  cutting  them  to  preferve 

the 

,  *  A  perfon  who  has  lived  ahove  36  years  in  the  iihii<I,  fays,  that  the 
rocic  fell  in  Autumn  1756  :  That  the  night  on  which  it  happened,  there  was 
a  dreadful  hurricane,  accompanied  with  thunder  and  lightning :  That  the 
noife  of  the  rock  falling  was  heard,  and  the  (hock  felt,  in  their  houfes  :  Tliat 
the  fea  rofc  fo  high  againft  the  rocks  on  the  weft:  fide  of  the  ifland,  as  to  be 
carried  over  the  whole  breadth  of  it  in  heavy  ihowerii :  T^hal  the  houlea  were 
all  unroofed,  and  the  ftacks  of  com  overfet ;  and  that  all  the  people  were  ob- 
liged to  eztinguifli  their  fires,  and  take  flielter  in  the  only  flated  hoafe  on  the 
iilaad,  which  fortunately  fuflered  no  damage. 

f  A  parcel  of  goats,  belonging  to  the  tackfman  of  the  ifland,  confider  this 
cave  as  their  inviolable  place  of  refiderce,  and  difcover  no  finall  furprifc  when 
ftrangers  vifit  them.  The  appearance  of  thefe  animals,  fometimes  running  in 
the  face  of  the  precipice,  and  fv  metimes  looking  down  from  the  higheft  pinnacle 
of  the  rock,  occafions  in  the  fpe^ator*s  breail  a  mixture  of  pleafure  and  paio^ 
which  is  more  eafily  felt  than  dc&ribcd* 
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the  farface,  and  laj  it  down  regularly  after  the  peats  are  tak- 
en away,  by  which  means  the  pafture  ground  is  not  diminifh- 
ed*  The  tackfman  has  one  plough  and  one  cart.  His  houfe 
is  Qated,  and  confifis  of  two  (loreys  and  garrets.  It  was 
built  (o  years  ago,  and  is  ftill  in  tolerable  good  condition. 
Adjoining  to  the  houfe  there  is  an  old  chapel,  (a6  feet  long, 
and  proportionally  broad)  with  a  Gothick  arched  door  on  the 
nonh  fide.  This  was  formerly  a  burying  place,  and  is  now 
converted  into  a  kkchen.  Wild  fpinage  and  water  crefles  a« 
bound  here,  as  well  as  in  Gigha. 

GiOHA.  and  Car  a. 
Topulatum. — All  the  inhabitants  of  both  iflands  are  Pro- 
teftants  of  the  efiablifiied  church  of  Scotland.  The  majority 
of  them  are  of  the  names  of  Galbrcath  and  M*Neill.  The 
former  are  reokoned  the  more  ancient,  and  faid  to  have  been 
originally  a  tall  race  of  men.  At  prefent  there  is  nothing 
uncommon  in  their  ftature.  Tradition  (ays,  that  there  never 
was  an  infiance  of  a  ihipwreck  where  three  of  them  were 
aboard.  The  Galbreaths  *,  in  the  Gaelic  language,  are  called 
Breatanuicb^  or  Clann  a  Bbreatamticb,  f  •  e»  Britons^  or  the 
Children  of  th  Briton,  and  were  once  reckoned  a  great  name 
21^  Scotland,  according  to  the  following  lines : 

*■  Breatanuich,  o'n  Talla  dbearg  \ 
^       **  -UailTe  fir  AlU  do  SUoioneadk. 

That  if,      •*  Galbreaths  from  the  ^rt/Towrrf 
^  Nobleftof  Scottiihiirsames.*' 

The 

*  Galbrcath  U  a  corruption  of  two  Gaelic  wordi  GaO  MreaUm^  r.  e»  tfao 
Stramge  Britm^  or  Lvof  Cmmiry  BtUm. 

f  This  taila  Searg,  or  Rid  Towtr,  it  probably  Dumharton  (in  Gaelic  Dw 
JBirtataiM,  f.f.thc  Bill  of  the  i7ri/i«i,  whence,  it  it  faid,  the  firft  Galbreathi  came 
tm  Gigba. 
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The  population  of  both  iflaods  has  iocreafed  nearly  one  fii^tli 
'within  thefe  40  years.  By  a  lift  made  out  in  Jannary  Z799t 
the  number  of  fouls  was  found  to  be  614,  which  is  exaAly 
lOO  mor^y  than  the  return  to  Dr.  Webfter  in  iJSS*  Of  this 
increafct  nearly  pne  half  has  taken  plac^  within  the  laft  5 
years,  as  by  an  enumeration  taken  in  1787,  the  number  was 
572,  which  piakes  an  increafe  of  42,  or  above  8  per  annu^t 
within  tbgt  period.  The  following  tables  will  exhibit  a  view 
of  the  differeut  fe^es,  ages,  conditions  and  profcflious  of  thp 
people  in  both  iflands. 

Table  T.    Sbewmg  fit pnp^rtim  •/  the  Stxet, 

Males.      Females.       Total    Majoritf. 
InGighs,    -     304  a88  591  16  mal^ 

In  Cara,       -       11  ix  %%  o 

Total,  -  3x5  999  6x4  X6 

In  Gigha.  Can.  Parifli.  In  Gigha.  Cara.  Pariilu 

Males,    -    304*fxi=3i5  Fpmalei,  •  288+xi=Z299 

Married,  -   8a+  3=  85  Married,  -    82+3=  85 

Unmarried,  1  a  a+  8=230  Unmarried,  2p6+  8=3x4 

Widowers,-    7+  xz:     8  Widows,  -   3X+ 0=  31 

Single,    -    215+  7=aa»  Single,   •    i/j-f  8=183 

Tabik 

"  ^^  *}>*  f'tgf*  9/  btA  fixet  in  ib's  taBUt  ond  fidfiralk  all  under  20  jiWi  im  tie 
ffUtnving  tahU\  tbt  remainJit  is  the  number  Jit  for  marriafef  excluding  vidowere  m^ 
widows  :  e.£. 

Single^         -         -         -         -  222-1- X  83=405 

Under  %Oyeart^  ...     X5^-f-X49=30& 

KumherofmalesemdfmmUtftformetrriMie^      •    fj  • 


^fGigba  and  Cara^  ^t 


TABLtin.   Ages  9/ the  UbahkoMU. 

lobabitaats  of  Gig.  Can.  Panilu 
Under  zo  years  of  age,    -    X4M:ix=i59 
|3etwecn  10  and  »o,      -       146+  3=249 


.  ^0  and  50>  r  199+  7=»o0 

.  50  and  70,  -  83-1-  1=  84 

>  70  and  84,  -  x6+  0=  x6 

Total,  -  592+aA=6z4 


Table  IV.    Pr^^iUm  rf  CiiUratt  Familfti  W  Farm* 

Gig.  Ca.  Par.  Children. 
ptuldren\       •        3J'+i»=3il^3 

—  =  3  average  niunber  in  each  Cuoiljy 
ficads  ef  Faauliet,  •  Z044-  3=io7 
Children  (a»  above),  35l+a»=:363 

— —  n  aa  average  nmnber  in  each  S/fm* 
Number  of  larma,  -    zj-f  1=  26 


TAltl  V.     Numier  rf  Births^  Mttrfiagts  and  Dmili. 
Yean.  Birthi.     Carriages.     Deaths  f^ 


1787 

16 

3 

1788 

17 

3 

1789 

«4 

3 

3790 

»4 

4 

J79I 

»4 

4 

Total, 

-  105 

37 

Aosoal  average, 

•    ax 

3 

30 


Tabic 

*  'the  SJerenee  •/  the  ehiUrat*t  agUt  m  tvery  famthf^  is  tw0  yearsf  wth  very 
fgm  emeftims^^There  are  three  in/lames  ^twsas  im  tbefe  i/andt. . 

t  There  is  m  repjter  ej  deaths  keft  in  the  parifi,  hnt  the  namher  ef  gremm  nf 
pee^  vhe£edin  theeenrfe  ef  the  lafi  ^  ye^rs^  is  %$,e/tohem  6  wfre  drtwned.  Tie 
tumher  of  ehlUren  wha  £ed  viithin  tbtfasne (erhd is  alfi  26 ^  in  all ^%* 
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Tabic  Vt.     frcfeffUmt  ^tht  InbAUtudi  •. 

InOigha.    Can.  In  the  whole  partilu 
Firmen,    •    46    +    i    =:    a; 
Croftcnf,   -    ao    -f    o    =:    »o 
Corugent,  -  51    +    a    =    53 

At  th«  herring  fifhing  laft  feafon  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland,        -        16 
At  ditto  on  the  Noith  Highland  coaft,  about  •  •44 

Sailon  aboard  the  navy  lail  war,        «  •  •         .      ^ 

•  There  it  no  phyfirian,  furgeon,  or  apothecary  in  the  parilh,  nor  any  to  be 
got  -tteat er  than  Campbeltown*  Although  thefe  two  iilands  are  uncommonly 
heakhy,  and  free  from  epidemical  difordcrs,  yet  ■  he  want  of  a  furgeon  it  foflic* 
tiroes  felt  in  accidental  cafes.  Medical  alliftance,  is  the  only  thing  wanting,  to 
vender  the  ifland  of  Gtgha^  a  moft  agreeable  place  to  refidc  in.  As  there  are  good 
harbours  and  landing  places  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  iflaiid,  there  is  eafy  accefs  to 
it  at  all  times,  but  the  want  of  a  quay,  and  proper  accommodation  on  the  main* 
land  oppofite  to  it,  (as  formerly  taken  notice  of,)  renders  the  communicatioo 
difficult  in  the  winter  feafon.  Were  this  inconvenience  removed,-  ^e'  other 
would  be  lefs  felt,  as  medical  aid,  in  urgent  cafes,  could  at  any  time  be  got  from 
Campbeltown.  The  winter,  however,  is  fo  mild,  thatthere  is  almoft  a  lon* 
ftant  vegetation ;  and  in  fummer  the  beautiful  fituation  of  the  place,  the  £iln« 
brity  of  air,  and  the  variety  of  creeks  and  iandy  bays,  render  it  one  of  the  fineft 
bathing  places  in  the  Weft  Highlands, 

f  f  A  crofter  has  a  plot  of  ground,  for  rearing  a  fmall  crop  and  keeping  a 
mlk  cow,  and  pays  a  yearly  rent  according  to  the  value  and  extent  of  the 
ground.  A  cottager  has  only  a  houfe,  garden  and  potatoe  ground,  for  which 
he  pays  a  fmall  rent. 

\  Thofe  employed  at  the  herring  filhing,  receive  from  9  gwncs  to  30  a.  /«r 
month  for  wages.  The  number  of  vcflcls  and  fmall  boats  belonging  to  both 
iilands  is  a^  follows ;  6  floops,  from  %  to  15  tons  burden ;  i  ditto  of  44  tons ; 
X  ditto  of  69  i  z  diuo  of  74  regiftcred  tonnage ;  and  %\  (mall  boats. 
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Samdytraft/mim^t.^ 

Weaver,       -        5 

Boat  Carpeotcn,  •  f 

Appreoticesy     *     3 

Mafonf,         -       ,1 

Taylors,         -         4 

Diilillcrs,        •         I 

Inn-kcepcr«,      -      « 

MiUm,         -         I 

KddlcfB,        i         T 

iM«.vfm;»h^     .     2 

Pqwf,           .         % 

Profrutcri  and  Reni. — ^Tbe  ifland  and  b^rotij  of  Gigtui^ 
conlUibg  of  30  merk  land  of  old  extent^  holds  of  the  Dwke 
of  Argyll  for  the  yeailj  payment  of  400  roerks  Scotch  of  feiu 
duty  ;  five-fisths  of  the  ifland,  (including  the  farm  of  Aird-' 
glamy,  which  pays  a  feu-duty  to  Mr.  McNeill,  whohaaaaititer- 
mediate  fuperiority  over  it)  belong  to  Mr.  M'Neill  of  GighA, 
and  the  remain iog  fixth  to  Mr  MNeiilof  GallachoiUie^  Tbe 
valued  rent  of  the  whole  is  layl.  js.  id.  Sterling.  The 
real  rent  cannot  exadly  be  afceruined,  as  tlieie  is  a  part  «f 
the  lands  in  the  proprietor's  hands,  but  it  is  believed  it  may 
be  above  700 1.  The  ifland  of  Gara  is  the  property  of  Mr^ 
M'Doaald  of  Leargie,  and  is  occupied.as  a  farm  by  one  oaao. 
The  valued  rent  is  6 1.  10 s.  5  d/  Sterling;  the  real  rent,  in-' 
eluding  pnUic  bordens,  3jL  Sterling. 

Kcckjiajlical  State, — Gigha  and  Cara  are  faid  to  have  been 
a  part  of  the  parifh  of  Jura  and  Colon  fay,  and  alfo  of  the  pa** 

rifls 

*  Tbe  commoD  wagetof  men  hbourert  are  8  d,  a  diy,  fuouiler  and  winter^ 
A  pkmgbiiian  u  hired  from  December  to  the  end  of  J^ay,  at  si.  xos.  bcfider 
two  pair  of  (hoes,  planting  of  two  pecks  of  potatoef,  fowing  of  a  pint  of  flu« 
fecd»  and  maiatcnance.  A  man  fervant  k  hired  from  the  latter  end  of  Angiill 
titt  the  harveft  is  finiflied  at  aboai  si.  15s.  with  a  pair  of  ihoea  and  htt  mainte^ 
jmnce ;  a  maid  £enrant  lor  the  fame  time  getr  1 1.  xo  i.  with  ihoei  and  nuin-^ 
•cnance :  common  men  fervanu  are  hired  at  the  rate  of  4  L  10 s.  a  year,  and 
matntained;  raaidAnrvaots  at  2I.-  I08.with  nuinteoance,  (boos,  and  flailed 
lowing;  herd  boys  from  15 a.  to  aoi.;  a  uylor  works  forSd.  a  day,  and 
nkaintenance ;  a  (hocmakfr  geta  is,  fu*  making  a  pair  of  ibocs  in  his  own  houHv 
md  6d.  when  maintaiaed« 
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fiih  of  Killearn,  in  Kintyre;  but  when  tbej  were  disjoined 
from  either  is  uncertain.  The  ftipend  is  paid  partlj  in  vie* 
tual  and  pirtlj  in  mdney,  viz.  20  bolts  of  barlej,  40  bolls  of 
meal,  and  35 1.  Sterling  in  money,  befides  a  glebe,  and  allow- 
ance for  a  rnanC^.  There  is  a  good  chucch,  but  nomanfe,  the 
late  incundient  having  been  tranflated  to  another  parifh  at  the 
time  it  was  to  have  been  built.  The  pari(h  is  vacant  at  pre- 
fent,  bj  the  tranflation  of  Mr.  Cugald  M'Doogal  to  the  pa- 
rilh  of  Lochgoilhead*.  The  Duke  of  Argyll  and  Mr 
McNeill  of  Gigha  are  patrons. 

Scbooi  and  Poor, — The  number  of  children  at  fchdol  is  55 
boys  and  10  girls,  in  all  65.  Mod  of  them  are  taught  gratis ;  S 
of  them  are  learning  arithmetic,  31  reading  Englifli,  and  the  reft 
beginners.  The  fchoolmafter  has  a  free  hottfe,  garden,  and 
cows  grafs,  with  100  merks  falary  from  the  parifh^  and  be 
gets  7  L  Sterling  from  the  Society  for  propagating  Chriftiah 
KnoTfrledge.  Of  the  inhabitants  there  are  3  lame,  3  blind,  4 
fickly,  and  x  an  idiot,  lliefe^  with  a  few  old  infirm  perfons, 
•ate  on  thd  poors  lift,  and  get  as  much  help  from  the  feffionas 
the  funds  admit  of ;  but  they  are  chiefly  fupported  by  the  re^ 
fiding   heritor  and  the  inhabitants.     The    coUe&ion  at  the 

church 

*  Mr.  M*Doug;al  was  tdnutted  in  Odober  1784  ;  and  on  giving  in  his  diimi^- 
fion  in  November  1789,  Mr.  Samuel  Peat,  a  native  of  the  Low  Country,  was 
prefented  to  the  pari(h.  This  gentleman,  hot  fubmhting  to  be  examined  by 
the  prefbyterj  of  Kintyfe  on  the  Gaelic  language,  a  piece  of  trial  which  tlfty 

.  thought  neceffary  before  his  admilTion  to  a  Highland  charge;  and  appcaUng  frofn 
them  to  the  fynod  of  Argyll,  and  afterwards  from  the  fynod  to  the  Generil 

.  AiTembly ;  it  was  found  requifite,  that  an  ordained  clergyman  (hould  be  appcnnt- 
cd  in  the  meantime,  to  fupply  the  pari(h»  as  their  tnfular  fituation  rendered  it 
peculiarly  hard  to  be  fo  long  without  a  minifter  to  difpcnfethe  ordinances  of  re- 
ligion among  them.  Accordingly,  in  Odoberlaft  (1791),  the  writer  of  this 
report  came  to  this  iiland^  where  he  continues  to  officiate  as  interim  minifter^ 
with  a  ialary  of  40 1.  a  year/rom  the.  fynod  of  Argyll. 
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thurd)  does  not  amount  to  much  yearlj,  and  therefore  is  not 
an  adequate  fund  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor** 

LangtMge.^-^Tht  language  of  the  common  peopie  is  Gaelic,  but 
not  reckoned  the  pureft,  on  account  of  their  vicinitjto  Ireland, 
and  intercourfe  with  the  low  countrji  bj  which  many  corrup* 
tions  have  been  introduced  into  their  phrafeology.  They  under- 
ftand  Englifli,  and  feveral  fpeak  it  well  enough  to  tranfad  bu-* 
finefs ;  but  verj  few  of  chem  can  underftand  a  conne&ed  dif- 
courfe  in  that  language.  It  oray  not  be  improper  here  to  ob« 
fenre,  that  in  Gaelic  the  letters  C  and  C  found  always  bard  ; 
ci  like  the  Greek  X;  bb^  and  mb  like  v;  db  and  gb  like  y^  in 
the  beginning  of  a  word.  By  attending  to  this,  one  who  is 
a  llranger  to  the  Gaelic  language*  can  more  eafily  underftand 
what  follows,  as  well  as  what  was  formerly,  obferred  refpe&- 
ing  the  origin  of  the  name  of  Gigha.  Moil  of  the  otheif 
names  are  alfo  Gaelic,  and  compounded  of  fomt  of  the  ioU 
lowing  words,  which  are  ezpreffiv«  of  the  nature,  fittiatioo, 
or  appeaiance  of  the  places. 

Ach%  Acha',  or  Ach&dh,  a  field,  as  jicba*  mor^  Utgt  feld. 

Ard,  High  ;  as  jird  jicbadh,  high  field. 

Aird,  Height ;  as  jiird  Glamie^  i.  e.  Height  Point,  or  promon^ 

tory  of  GlafHie^  from  a  rock  called  Glamie. 
Ceann,  Head ;  as  dann  tire^  i.  e.  Head  land,  now  corrupted  in* 

to  Kintyre* 

Voi^  VIIL  I  CeafM^ 

*  t>aring  the  fcarcity  in  1 782-3,  barley  mealTold  at  isi  6d.  the  peck  (lolb. 
dntcb  weight).  Oat-nieal  wat  Tery  fcarce,  and  while  it  lafted  fold  at  %%,  Po- 
tatoes at  X  a.  the  peck.  With  the  help  of  their  filh  and  milk  they  were  better  off* 
than  the  people  on  the  main  land,  and  bought  little.  Though  the  grain  was 
poorer  that  year  than  ufnal,  there  would  have  been  no  fcarcity  of  meal,  had 
the  fanners  kept  all  their  barley ;  but  before  they  were  aware  of  the  fcarcity  of 
provifioDS,  they  malted  and  fold  off  a  great  part  of  it.  They  were,  however, 
-Very  fai^ogiably  dealt  with  by  the  proprietors,  as  well  ai  the  poor  in  general. 
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Ceann^ear^thir^eccb^  pronounced  Kean-cf-ir-Jch,   L  c.  Eajl^ 

Head'tand^  the  N.  £.  end  of  Gigha,  fo  called. 
Cam,  heap  of  flones. 

Csirr,  Carradh.  a  pillar  or  one  ftone  on  end. 
lofleded  cafe,  Cbarra* 
Cn5c  or  Cndchd,  a  hill  not  fortified.     Cn^c-a^Cbarra^  WSl  of 

the  pillar.     Cnocbd^na-Croich^  Crofs-hill. 
Cro,  a  fmall  inclofure,  a  park. 
DruTnot  back  ridge  of  a  hill.     Drvim  ChrOy   the  height  or 

ridge  of  inclofures  (or  of  parks). 
Bun,  a  fortified  hill,  aad  Danan,  a  little  fortified  hilk 
¥aire,  a  watch;  as  CSmfM^Fairey  watch  cairn. 
Garbh,    (garv)  rough,  rugged.     Garbb^EUeaUy  rough  ifland  ^ 

a  peninfulas  fo  called,  and  very  ezpreifive  of  their  appear- 

ance  and  furfacif. 
Meadhan,  middle,  pronounced  (atea*-in)r. 
.  Nes-Nis,  (Daniih)  a  point  going  out  in.  the  fea. 
Jiird'tneadban'-nis^  the  name  of  a  place  near  the  middle  of  the 

ifland,  where  there  is  a  rifing  ground,  oppofite  to  whicb 

there  is  a  ne(s,  or  point,  that  runs  out  about  a  mile  N.  £• 

into  the  fea. 
Torr,  a  tower  or  a  heap  of  fiones. 
Tr,    a  tower 

Ard'tur^nis^  High  Tower  Poinf. 
XJa^AJaigby  a  cave  or  a  grave, 
SloC'Slocbdy  a  chafm  or  pit. 

'J^^t  bog-reed,    hence  Seafg*onn^  a  marfli,    cotnpoundcd  of 
Seafgy  reed,  ^nd/onrff  land. 
Gigulum,  origin  uakaov^rn. 

View. — Nothing  can  exceed  the  view  from  Gigha  in  variet]^ 
or  grandeur.  On  the  E.  the  fertile  coad  of  Kintyre  (over- 
topped ia  fome  places  by  the  hills  of  Arran  and  Cowal),  ter- 

sauiato^ 
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minates  the  profped  i  on  the  S.  the  Maoil  of  Kintyre  and 
the  coall  of  Ireland,  extending  (pad  Bathlin)  to  the  point  of 
Deny ;  on  the  W.  the  ifland  of  Hay  and  the  main  ocean ;  and 
on  the  N.  the  iflands  of  Jura,  Scarha,  Dana,  and  the  coaft  of 
Knapdale,  with  the  hills  of  Mull  appearing  behind.  The 
plcafure  arifing  from  this  view  is  greatly  heightened,  by  the 
number  and  variety  of  fhips  and  fmall  veflels^  which  confiant- 
ly  fail  in  different  direfttons,  and  at  different  diftances.  And 
in  ftormy,  dark  w#atber,  when  deprived  of  this  enchanting 
profpe£t,  the  lofs  is  amply  made  up  to  the  admirer  of  nature, 
by  obfeivin^  the  raging  ocean  difcharge  its  fury  againft  the 
rock,  whilft  "  lift'ning  with  pleafing  dread  to  its  deep  roar." 

CharaBer, — ^The  people  are  honed  and  inoffenfive,  willing 
to  oblige,  and  ready,  by  every  exertion,  to  relieve  the  diffrefs 
of  feafaring  men.  They  are,  upon  the  whole,  in  a  tbriving 
condition,  content  with  their  Ctuation,  and  greatly  attached 
to  their  native  country.  The  fuppreflion  of  private  ftills, 
(which  areas  unfriendly  to  the  indudry  and  morals  of  a  people, 
as  they  are  pernicious  to  their  health),  has  been  attended  with 
happy  efieds.  They  are  now  lefs  addiSed  to  dram^driniing^ 
and  more  attentive  to  their  bufinefs  \  though  dill  they  are  not 
fo  indudrious  as  could  be  widied.  This,  however,  is  owing 
to  caufes,  which  it  is  not  in  their  power  wholly  to  remove. 

Dif advantages. — ^Divi&on  of  labour,  which  is  the  higheft 
improvement  in  fociety,  has  not  yet  been  carried  fuch  a 
length,  as  to  entitle  the  people  of  Gigha  to  the  charader  of 
being  indudrious.  The  farmer,  accudomed  to  a  certain  mode 
of  labouring  lor  the  fupport  of  his  family,  never  attempts 
any  greater  exertion,  while  this  obje£l  is  accompliflied.  There 
is  no  market  at  hand,  where  ready  money  can  be  got  for  the 
produce  of  the  ground  3  and  therefore  no  incitement  to  raife 

1%  a  greater 
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a  greater  quantity,  than  fervesfor  fietmUj  confumption  and  paj- 
ment  of  the  rent.  Thus,  every  perfon  endeavours  to  fupplj 
bimfelf ;  and  as  he  does  not  receive  ready  money  for  the  pro« 
duce  of  his  own  labour,  he  cannot  advance  it  for  that  of 
others.  Hence  he  cannot  apply  his  whole  attantton  to  his 
own  profeflion.  One  part  of  the  day  is  employed  about  bis 
farm  ;  another  part  allotted  for  the  fiihing,  in  order  to  fupplj 
the  immediate  wants  of  the  family.  In  like  manner,  the 
ihoemaker,  fmith,  taylor,  and  other  bandycraftfmen,  cannot 
beftow  their  whole  time  on  their  different  profeflions.  They 
have  families  to  fupport ;  and  their  employment  is  sot  fo 
conftant»  or  the  returns  for  their  labour  fo  punftual,  as 
to  enable  them  to  devote  their  whole  time  to  their  refpec- 
tive  lines  of  buiinefs.  It  is  neccflary,  therefore,  to  have  a 
fpot  of  ground :  this  fpot  muft  be  attended  to ;  and  the 
pofTcflor  thinks  it  more  tor  his  intereft  to  labour  it  bimfelf, 
than  to  employ  another.  Beiides,  the  fiihing  mud  be  attended 
to,  as  mentioned  above ;  for  no  man  thinks  of  making  a  pro* 
f eilion  of  Jijbing  which  is  open  to  every  one :  And  again,  no 
man  will  think  of  purchafing  with  money  what  any  onecan  have 
by  going  for  it.  All  thefe  circumfiances  operate  in  preventing 
induilry  and  Improvement.  That  this  may  not  appear  con« 
tradiSory,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  time  ufually  fpent| 
every  day,  in  the  intervals  between  thefe  different  occupa* 
tions,  is  nearly  equal  to  the  aftual  time  of  labour;  and 
therefore,  though  it  cannot  juftly  be  faid,  that  they  arc  ad^ 
didled  to  idlcnefs  more  than  others,  it  may  with  propriety  be 
affirmed,  that  they  are  not  induftrious.  In  this  fenfe,  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Weftcrn  Ifles,  being  in  fimilar  circumftan- 
ces,  are  chargeable  with  want  of  induftry.  And  people  who 
are  not  well  acquainted  with  their  peculiar  fituation,  and  whq 
form  an  opinion  of  their  charaSer,  in  this  refpeS,  by  a  com* 
ps^rifou  vvith  the  iphabitants  of  the  Low  Country,  may  raiblj 

coi^cludfT 


qf  Cigba  and  Car  a.  $^ 

conclude,  that  it  is  natural  for  them  to  be  laiij  and  iddolent. 
But  nothing  can  be  more  unfair  than  to  judge  of  them  in 
this  way,  bj  a  comparifon  with  people  accuftomed  all 
their  life  to  a  proper  divifion  of  labour,  and  regular  mar- 
kets for  vending  and  purchafing  the  produce  of  theit  in« 
daftry.  Therefore,  the  reafons  commonly  affigned  for  their 
inaAivity  are  quite  erroneous.  It  is  not  a  natural  difpofition 
to  be  idle,  but  the  want  of  encouragement  and  regular  em« 
ployment,  that  checks  the  induftry  of  the  Highlanders.  It  is 
well  known,  that,  when  habituated  to  any  line  of  life,  they 
are  found  careful,  adlive  and  enterprifing. 

tropojtd  Improviments — Were  the  labour  and  induSry  of 
fnch  a  number  of  aUe  men,  as  are  in  the  Highlands  and  Iflands 
of  Scotland,  properly  dire&ed  and  encouraged,  the  eflEefts, 
would,  ia  a  fliort  time,  be  fenfibly  felt  by  the  nation  at  large. 
The  mod  valuable  difcoveries  might  be  made  ;  inezhauftiUe 
magaxines  and  materials  for  every  branch  of  manufaftnre 
might  be  found  out ;  and  the  exertions  and  inventions  of  a 
great  part  of  the  kingdom,  which  are  now  lying  dormant, 
might,  happily  for  themfelves  and  fociety,  be  thus  brought 
into  adion.  The  moft  efiedual  means  of  bringing  about 
foch  a  change  fcems  to  be,  the  leflentng  and  regulating  the 
prefent  duties  on  lalt  and  coals ;  the  ereAion  of  towns  or 
villages  i  and  opening  canals.  The  attempts  that  have  already 
been  made  in  ereding  villages,  will  certainly  be  attended 
with  good  effeds  ;  and  if  the  number  were  increafed,  thefe 
good  effcds  would  be  multiplied.  By  a  canal  through  the 
iftbmus  at  Crianan,  the  navigation  between  the  Weftem  Ifles 
and  Clyde  would  be  rendered  fiife,  eafy,  and  expeditious,  at 
all  ieafons  of  the  year.  By  another  canal  between  Invernefs 
and  Fort  William,  a  direA  communication  would  be  opened 
from  the  weft  to  the  eaft  coait  of  Scotland,  which  would  be 

not 
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not  onlj  of  infinite  mutual  advantage  Co  both  thefe  dif* 
Ui&s  of  the  kingdom,  but  to  the  commercial  intereQs  of 
England  and  Ireland  *•— All  thefe  plans,  if  carried  into  exe- 
cution, would  ftir  up  a  fpirit  of  commerce  and  enterprife,  in 
all  the  Highlands  and  Iflands  of  Scotland,  which  would  be 
iboo  f(^owed  bj  the  introdu&ion  of  arts  and  manufa&ures. 
Then,  every  ufeful  hand  would  find  fufficient  employment  at 
home  ;  and  the  idea  of  property  and  independence  would  fti- 
mnlate  to  labour  and  induftry.  Then,  thofe  places,  which  are 
now  in  a  great  meafure  cpnfidered  as  of  no  national  confe* 
^nence,  would  become  the  fources  of  wealth  and  ftrength  ^  and 
inftead  of  appearing  as  fo  many  barren  rocks  in  the  map  of 
oar  country,  would  prove  fome  of  the  brightell  ornaments  in 
the  jrown  of  Great  Britain. 

*  This,  hofrever,  could  only  happen,  hi  aSt  the  canal  were  on  iach  a  br|*t 
isfiki  u  to  admit  VcffeU  of  confiderabk  burthen. 
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NUMBER    IV. 

PARISH    OF    LADYKIRK. 

{County  of  Bervnch^FreJbyUry  of  CUrnfidi^^Synod  of  Mtrft 
and  TUviotdale^ 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Mill. 


Name^  Situation  f  Extent^  and  Soil* 

THE  ancient  name  of  this  pariih  was*  UpJittingtouUf 
which  James  IV.  changed  to  Ladjkirk,  after  bav^ing 
boilt  a  handfome  church  in  it,  which  h»  dedicated  to  the  Vir* 
gin  Mary.  It  was  within  this  church,  that  the  fupplementid 
treaty,  to  that  of  Chateau  Camhrtfis^  was  concluded  between 
the  EngUfli  and  Scots  Commii&oncrs,  and  the  duplicates  were 
exchanged  the  fame  day  at  Norham.  On  Holywell  haugh* 
oppofite  to  Norham  Caftle,  Edward  I.  and  feveral  of  the 
Scottilh  nobility  met,  to  fettle  the  difpute  betwixt  Bruce  and 
Balxol,  relative  to  the  fucceilion  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland. 
This  pariih  lies  along  the  banks  of  the  Tweed,  is  2*^  miles 
long  and  one  broad,  and  contains  about  3500  £ngli(h  ilatute 
acres.  The  country  is  flat,  and  interfperfed  with  a  few  riling 
grounds.  The  foil  in  general  is  very  good,  and  confifls  of  a 
deep  loam,  in  fome  places  gravelly,  and  in  others  on  a  clay 
bottom.  It  is  all  capable  of  bearing  good  crops,  with  judici- 
ous cultivation :  fome  of  the  outfields  were  formerly  infefted 
with  whiub  and  fome  heath,  both  of  which  have  long  ago  been 
totally  eradicated. 

Agriculture. 
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Agrieuhure^f^^The  hulbandrj  on  both  fides  of  the  Tweedy 
ig,  in  general,  coodufted  with  judgment  and  fpirit :  To  give  « 
patticnlar  detail  of  the  praftiee  would  much  exceed  the. 
bounds  o^Ah  report,  but  as  the  tenants  in  a  great  mearure 
depend  on  their  live  ftock,  and  of  courfie  on  the  condition  in 
which  it  is  kept,  thej  paj  very  particular  attention  to  their 
grab  lands,  and  the  manner  in  which  thej  are  laid  down,  as  it 
is  found  that  the  grafs  of  land,  in  high  condition,  will  not  on- 
ly keep  a  much  heavier  flock,  but  will  fatten  it  much  fooner, 
than  the  graft  which  we  too  frequently  fee  growing  on  good 
lands,  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  under  bad  manage- 
ment *• 

Shiip.'^^Tht  thetpt  in  general,  ate  very  good,  and  are  of  that 
kind  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  new  Leicefter« 
ikire  breed,  which  were  firft  introduced  into  Leicefterihire  by 
Mr.  Bakewdl }  they  are  found,  in  point  of  profit,  far  to  ex^ 
eel  any  other  kind  of  iheep  in  this  country.  The  wedders  af« 
ter  having  been  twice  ihorn,  at  26  months  old,  or  (b,  weigh 
from  20  to  aSlb.  per  quarter  :  and  the  ewes^  when  fattened  1 
from  19  to  a6  lb.    Three  fleeces  and  a  half  commonly  make  a 

ftone 

*  The  gnfs  feeds  are  fowed  with  the  Ml  crop,  iftet  tumipi  or  hlXovr^  io" 
fiead  of  the  fourth  or  fifth  crop,  which  was  the  pra&ce  about  30  or  40  yeart 
ago ;  and  the  fucceeding  cam  crops  arc  taken  after  the  grafs  i«  plowed  np.  By 
theie  means*  there  are  no  com  crops  loft  ;  and  the  grafs  has  the  benefit  of  the 
&lWw  and  the  manure,  and  throws  np  great  crops,  wfien  compared  with  ex- 
haufted  lands,  which  are  commonly  full  of  emicb  and  other  noxious  woeds.  Har- 
well generally  begins  about  the  soth  of  Auguft,  and  ends  in  ^September.  The 
grais  lands  remain  in  piftnrage  from  a  to  5  years,  when  they  are  broken  up  for 
oats«— The  Englifli  plough,  with  the  feathered  fock,  is  the  only  one  ufed  here. 
It  is  drawn  by  a  pair  of  horfes,  and  managed  by  one  man.  Oxen  were  formet- 
ly  naorc  afed ;  but  irun  their  inahility  to  drive  mannre  and  coals  from  any  dif- 
tance,  and  the  flownefs  of  their  ftcp,  they  have  fallen  into  difrepute,  excepting 
for  home  worki  which  they  are  exceedingly  well  calculated  to  anfwcr. 


fione  of  wool,  which  fells  from  15  s.  to  18  s.  per  ftone,  and 
goes  into  Torkfliire  to  be  manufaftured,  excepting  a  fmall 
quantity  which  is  fent  to  Aberdeenfhire.  This  breed  of 
iheep  are  ubcommonlj  good  feeders,  but  often  do  not  carry 
fo  much  tallow  as  many  other  kinds  do,  in  proportion  to  their 
weight.  Mr.  Culley  has  undoubtedly  the  merit  of  having 
firft  introduced  this  breed  of  Iheep  into  the  country,  about  20 
years  ago  or  more ;  and  at  prefent  there  are  8  or  9  people  in 
the  diftrift  of  country  betwixt  the  Cheviot  and  Lammermuir- 
hills,  whofe  iheep  flock  are  very  highly  improved.  The 
flieep  of  the  low  part  cff  die  country  are  ail  of  this  kind,  and 
are  found  the  more  profitable  die  oftener  that  they  have  been 
crofled  by  the  beft  breeds.  The  number  of  them,  as  well  as  of 
the  horfes  and  black  cattle,  depends  fo  much  upon  the  ftate  of 
the  lands  in  different  years,  whether  in  com  or  in  pafturage, 
that  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  give  an  exa&  account  of  them  : 
In  general,  there  may  be  from  1500  to  2300  iheep  in  the  pa- 
xiflu  The  iheep  formerly  in  this  country,  called  Muggs^  were 
a  tender,  flow  feeding  animal,  with  wool  over  moft  of  their 
£tees,  from  whence  the  name  of  Muggs.  There  is  hardly  an 
individual  of  this  fpecies  now  to  be  met  with  in  the  neigh-  . 
bourhood.  Mr.  CuUey's  kind  of  (heep,  on  the  other  hand, 
have  open  countenances,  without  any  wool  on  the  face  from 
die  ears  farwaid,  and  are  as  kindly  feeders  as  the  others  are 
flow  ones.  They  are  neither  long  bodied,  nor  long  legged, 
but  well  made,  handfome  iheep,  deep  in  their  cheft,  broad  at 
their  flioulders,  loins,  and  crops,  which  lad  are  thrown  well 
back;  and  they  are  deep  and  broad  of  their  breafts,  which  are 
well  leen  before  \  aad  ftand  on  well  proportioned,  clean,  fmall 
booed  legs.  Mr.  CuUey's  flock  is  almoil  entirely  fyrung  from 
Mr.  Bakewell*s,  as  he  wifely  perceived  that  Mr.  Bakewell 
was  in  the  right  trad  of  breeding,  long  before  mod  people 
would  allow  it» 
Vou  VIII.  K  Black 
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Black  Cattle  and  Horfen. — ^The  black  cattle  here  are  of  thtt 
fliort-horned  breed,  and  fh>m  the  attention  now  paid  to  them, 
it  is  probable,  that  thej  will  be  brought  to  a  great  degree  of 
perfedion.  The  fteen  of  the  beft  kind  of  this  breed,  when 
3  jears  old,  and  fat,  will  weigh  from  60  to  75  ftone  (of  X4lb. 
to  the  ftone),  and  if  kept  to  a  proper  age,  will  weigh  from  85 
to  no  ftone  ;  fome  individuals  may  even  weigh  a  great  deal 
more.  It  majr,  perhaps,  be  proper  to  mention,  that  it  is  not 
large  fiieep  and  cattle,  that  the  farmers  here  wifli  to  breed ;  it  is 
the  fmall,  well  ftiaped,  kindly  fort,  that  will  raife  moft  money 
in  a  given  time,  from  a  given  quantity  of  grafs,  turnips,  or 
other  food.  The  cows  give  from  x6  to  14  Englifli  quarts  of 
milk  in  the  day ;  fome  cows  may  give  a  great  deal  more,  but 
fuch  are  only  exceptions  from  the  major  part.  When  pro* 
perly  fatted,  the  cows  will  weigh  from  50  to  80  ftone.  There 
are,  in  genex;9il,  from  150  to  300  Uack  cattle,  and  from  70 
|o  90  horfes  in  the  parifti. 

Tijb  and  Bird^t  t#f .— The  river  Tweed  abounds  with  fid* 
^on,  treats,  eels,  &lc.  The  falmon  filberies  let  here  from 
50!.  to  ioqI.  a  year  ^  nearer  Berwick  they  inpreafe  very  much 
in  value.  The  falmon  are  all  fent  to  the  London  market, 
where  they  bring  great  prices.  There  is  plenty  of  game,  as 
partridges,  hares,  &c. ;  and  in  the  winter,  woodcocks,  and 
fometimes  woodpeckers  appear.  In  the  fpring,  wild  geefe 
frequent  the  country.  Goofanders,  wigeons,  and  cormorants, 
refort  to  the  Tweed  in  fevere  winters,  and  fometimes  grebes, 
and  fpeckled  divers  ^  and  ii^  the  lakes  there  are  numbers  of 
mallards  and  teals. 

Population^'-^The  inhabitants  have  increafed  confiderably 
^ithin  thcfe  40  years.  The  return  to  Dr.  Webfter  in  X75J[ 
ipas  only  386.    There  are  now  from  580  to  6oo.    Two  yearif 
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kgo  the  number  amounted  to  534,  and  it  has  increafed  confi« 
dcrablj  fince  that  period.  The  people  are  moftlj  employed 
in  hufbandrj,  in  raifing  grain  to  fupplj  lefs  fertile  Countries, 
and  in  feeding  live  dock*  which  are  fent  commonly  to  New« 
caflle.  Shields,  and  Sunderland. 

Stipend^  Rieni;  Wagts^  and  Prices  of  Provifions. — The  mi- 
nifier*3  ftipend  is  806 1.  Scotch,  or  661.  x  3  s.  4  d.  Sterling. 
The  rents  of  this  pariih  are  from  14  s.  to  30  s.  the  Engliih 
acre.  The  famis  let  at  from  300 1.  to  600 1.  a-jear,  and  the 
tenants  are  for  the  moft  part  rich  and  profperous.  A  hind'd 
wages  are  from  141.  to  x61.  per  annum.  The  price  of  beef 
and  mutton  in  this  country,  after  midfummer;  is  about  3  d. 
in  winter  3td.  and  in  the  fpring  from  4d.  to  jd.  per  lb.  biit 
the  prices  are  moftly  regulated  by  the  demands  from  the 
Morpeth  markets. 
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NUMBER    V. 
PARISH  OF  DOUGLAS. 

{County  and  Pnjbytery  of  Lanark — Symod  qf  Glafgow  and 

Air.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  M'Cubbht. 

Origin  of  the  Name, 

THE  account  o£  it  given  bj  Mr.  Hume  of  Godfcroft,  is^ 
that  in  the  reign  of  Sol va thins  king  of  Scotlandt  about 
the  year*  767,  one  Donald  Bain  (f .  e.  the  white  or  fair),  afpired 
after  the  crown,  gave  the  king  battte,  and  had  afmoft  gained 
the  victory,  when  a  certain  nobleman,  with  his  Ions  and  fol- 
lowers, came  to  the  king's  aid,  and  behaved  with  fuch  courage 
and  refoltttion,  that  Donald's  armj  was  defeated,  and  he  him« 
Self  flain.  Tlie  king,  anxious  to  know  to  whom  he  was  fo 
much  indebted,  and  the  nobleman  bebg  pre&nt,  one  of  hi» 
lieutenants,  pointing  to  him  with  his  finger,  faid,  jiote 
Ltagbjffif  i.  e.  "  Behold  yonder  bXKk  grej  man.**  Upotr 
which  the  king  gave  him  much  land,  and  the  forname  of 
Douglas,  which  his  pofterltj  ftill  retain  ;  and  from  hifl»toa» 
the  pariih,  as  well  as  the  town,  caftle  and  river,  derive  tiieir 
names.  Others  fay,,  that  the  river  Douglas,  which  runa 
through  the  pariih,  gives  name  to  the  town  and  the  noUe 
&mily  to  whom  the  pariih  belongs.  The  name  is  doubtleis 
of  Gaelic  original,  and  fignifies  Black  Water ^  which  is  an  ex-' 
ceeding  proper  appellation^for  the  river,  as  it  is  black,  having 
its  foujce  and  all  iu  fupplies  from  amoily  country*. 

X  Situation^ 

*  Thert  are  otkcr  ftceams  ia  Scotlacd,  dlftinguKhtdb/  the  asmeof  0oQglaiL 
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Skuatum^  Exientf  Soil  and  Climate. — The  extent  of  the 
pmik  is  codiderable,  being  about  12  miles  long,  and  iq  fomc 
places  from  4  to  6,  in  others  from  6  to  7  broad.  The  parifli 
is  fituated,  about  40  miles  from  the  fea,  every  way.  The  foil 
is  variable^  except  the  holms,  which  being  a  new  foil  formed 
bj  the  rivert  is  pretty  uniform  ^  but  the  ground  on  either 
fide  is  very  fpouty^  occalioned  in  fome  places  by  the  outbuirfls 
of  the  coal  and  other  minerals ;  but  in  moft  places  by  the 
bottom  being  a  cold  wet  till.  The  lands  are  moftly  laid  out 
in  (beep  farms.  In  the  ftrath,  and  along  the  banks  of  the 
river,  there  are  feveral  arable  farms ;  but  the  lands  occupied- 
in  thb  manner,  bear  fmall  proportion,  to  what  are  laid  out  in 
flieep  walks.  Their  pafture  b  hilly,  though  not  very  faigh  i 
and  is  both  green  and  heathy.  The  air  is  very  moift,  particu- 
larly  in  fpring  and  autumn.  The  winds  generally  blow  inu 
petnonfly  about  the  time  of  the  equinox,  and  frequently  ia 
autumn  ihake  a  deal  of  com.  They  blow  moftly  from  the 
S.  Wf  which  being  the  direction  of  the  river,  and  the  banks 
high  on  each  fide,  what  would  be  accounted  a  moderate  breeze 
in  other  places,  is  here  often  a  kind  of  hurricane.  It  is  how* 
ever  a  veiy  healthy  place ;  and  there  are  in  it  many  inftancea 
of  longevity.  Many  have  exceeded  80  and  90  during  the 
incumbency  of  the  prefent  minifter.  There  are  2  men  in  the 
parilb  at  prefent  aged  92  ;  and  it  is  well  authenticated,  that  a 
man  died  here,  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  aged  at  leall 
xxo,  having  lived  during  a  part  of  3  centuries. 

Woods  and  Riveri. — ^There  is  very  little  natural  wood  in 
thb  parilh,  and  that  only  a  kind  of  brulh.  The  aih  appears 
to  have  been  the  favourite  tree  of  our  anceftors.  At  many 
of  the  old  farm  fieads,  there  are  large  aih  trees  ;  and  at  the 
Caftle  of  DoQglas  there  is  a  row  of  very  aged  ones,  which, 
tradi^on  £iyS|  were  ufed  in  barbarous  times  for  banging  their 

enemies, 
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efitmieSt  tihe  Engltlh,  There  is  alfo  fome  planting  about  it 
of  t  kter  date.  Lord  Douglas,  upwards  of  lo  jeara  ago, 
planted  about  300  acres :  and  within  thefe  laft  10  or  it  years, 
above  800  acres  more,  with  oaks,  elms,  beech,  planes,  aflies, 
end  fits  of  ditferent  kinds  %  which  in  a  few  years  will  have  a 
fine  effeft  to  beautify  and  (belter  this  part  of  the  country. 
Some  hundred  acres  more  are  yet  to  be  planted  to  complete 
iOaut  plan.  The  moft  confiderable  river  in  the  parifli  is  Dott- 
le which  takes  its  rife  at  the  foot  of  Cairn  Table,  9  miles 
above  the  town,  aiid  runs  into  the  Clyde  about  7  miles  below 
it-  There  are  3  fmaller  waters  in  the  upper  part  of  the  pa« 
lUh,  which  all  run  into  Douglas  ;  namely,  Glefpine,  Kinnocks, 
end  Monks*  All  thefe  waters  abound  with  excellent  trout ; 
and  in  fome  parts  of  the  water  of  Douglas  there  are  very  fine 
pke» 

AfMttrofr.— This  parifli  abounds  in  coal,  which  will  be  in- 
czhauftible  for  many  centuries.  There  are  many  different 
feams  from  1  to  7  feet  in  height.  The  decline  of  the  mine« 
xals  is  various.  At  the  march  with  the  pari(h  of  Carmichaely 
about  I  of  3;  la  mile  to  the  weftward,  1  of  2 ;  and  a  little 
Biofe  well,  X  of  If.  The  ftretch  of  the  Coal  is  nearly  paral- 
lel to  the  courfe  o^  the  river,  which  runs  from  S.  W.  to  N. 
E.  The  moft  remarkable  circumftance,  that  attends  thefi^ 
coals,  is,  their  being  interreded  with  a  great  number  of  fteps, 
which  throw  the  coal  down  from  30  to  50  feet  perpendicular, 
tThefe  fteps  are  from  60  to  300  yards  feparate,  and  lie  nearly 
parallel.  They  crofs  tbe  ftretch  of  the  coals  in  a  diredion 
liearly  weft.  Coal  is  the  principal  fuel  here.  As  one  tackf- 
man  rents  the  coal  both  in  this  eftate,  and  in  the  eftate  of 
Garmichael,  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Hyndford  (throughf 
which  eftate  the  fame  feams  of  coal  ftretch),  the  demand  from 
either  of  the  works  is  very  irregular  and  uncertain,  being  re- 
gulated 
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gidtted  by  the  fuperior  quality  of  either  work  for  the  timcg 
and  by  the  caprice  of  the  purcba&rs.  Bat  for  20  years  paft, 
the  annual  produce  on  both  eftates  has  been  from  jO,ooo  to 
70,000  loads  of  %\  cwt.  Taking  the  medium  60,000  loadi^, 
at  5  d.  per  load,  at  the  heugh,  the  produce  in  money  is  1250  L 
The  coal  heugb,  about  3  miles  above  the  town  of  Douglas,  i^ 
by  moft  people  thought  the  heft  coal.  There  is  plenty  of  luM 
and  free-ftone  here. 

Rifit. — The  holm  and  croft  land  let  at  from  15  s«  to  ae  s# 
^  acre;  the  field  land  from  5s.  to  as.  according  to  the 
quality }  the  bed  land  near  the  town  from  3QS.t0  40S«$ 
nay,  fome  land  in  Lord  Douglas's  parks,  after  lying  in  lee  for 
a  number  of  years,  has  been  let  for  two  crops  at  3L  3  s.  per 
^cte.  Arable  farms  let  at  firom  40 1.  to  100  Ls  (beep  £uim 
from  jpL  to  aool, 

Agriculture  arid  Produce^ — Oats  are  the  prevailing  and  al« 
moft  only  grain  fown  here ;  the  moft  extcnfive  farmers  not  fow« 
ing  more  than  3  or  4  acres  of  bear,  with  frqm  2  to  3  of  early 
grey  peafe,  and  fome  potatoes.  It  is  not  owing  to  prejudice,  but 
neceffity,  that  the  people  have  adopted  this  mode  of  fmning; 
long  experience  having  ihewn  them,  that  oats  are  the  crop 
that  can  be  moft  depended  on*  And  indeed,  fuch  is  the  leve* 
rity  of  the  feafons  in  this  country,  that  very  frequently  the 
bear  and  peafe  are  defiroyed  by  the  froft  before  they  come  to 
maturity:  And  though  oats  are  a  more  hardy  grain,  they  are 
ftinted  in  their  growth  by  the  cold,  and,  in  particular  late  fea- 
fons, rendered  in  a  great  manner  ufelels,  both  for  man  and 
bea&«  In  the  year  1782,  there  was  not  a  boll  of  toleraUe 
oat-meal  produced  in  the  parilh.  There  was  neither  bear 
por  peafe;  and  the  oat-meal  was  little  better  than  the  dnft  of 
fitlier  yean|aod  very  little  of  it    Great  quantities  of  white 

peafe* 
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peafiMDeal  were  imported  from  Leith,  and  osit-meal  from  An« 
nandale  and  Nithfdale  \  and  the  tenants  were  obliged  to  pur« 
chafe  their  feed  com  for  the  enfaing  jear,  at  Leith,  and  in 
Tweeddale,  Nithfdale  and  Annandale.  The  quantity  fowa 
on  the  acre  is  about  6  Winchefter  bu(hek  ;  and  the  average 
produce  of  the  whole  fiiirm,  from  18  to  24*  The  boll,  or  6 
buflids  of  oats,  gives,  communibus  anmi^  6  flones  of  meal ; 
bat  in  calamitous  feafons,  it  has  been  known  to  give  only  from 
3  to  3f ,  and  of  vety  bad  quality.  The  Blainfley  or  Tweeds 
dale  oats  are  moft  conunonly  fown  here.  An  early  fpecies, 
called  barley  oaiif  has  been  introduced  by  fome  farmers ;  but 
this  grain  is  very  liable  to  ihed,  or  ihake,  before  it  is  ripe* 
efpecially  in  this  country,  where  the  winds  blow  very  high. 
Befides,  thefe  oats  afford  little  ftraw,  and  that  of  a  worfe  qaa« 
lity  than  the  Tweeddale ;  and  draw  is  the  principal  fodder  for 
Iiorfes  and  cattle  here«  The  greateft  part  of  this  patilh  feems 
better  adapted  for  grazing  than  tillage,  and  would  probably 
turn  out  to  greater  advantage  that  way ;  for  fervants  wages 
are  greatly  advanced  *,  and  the  return  in  com  being  fo  very 
fmall,  little  profit  can  arife  from  an  arable  farm.  The  frofts 
are  feldom  off,  nor  do  the  lands  acquire  a  fufficient  drynefa 
for  fowing,  before  the  24th  of  March;  and  it  is  ufually  near 
the  end  of  September  before  the  harveft  be  general.  The 
cori^s  axe  rarely  got  in,  fooner  than  the  end  of  OCtober,  or  firfl 
week  of  November.  There  are  40  ploughs  and  133  carts 
in  the  parifh. 

Sbeeft  HorfiSf  Wr. — ^The  flieep  in  this  parilh  are  the  black- 
&ced  fliort  Scotch  iheep,  and  fuperior  to  thofe  in  the  neigh- 
bouring 

*  Ahnakmat  wuhired  %o  ynn^go  for5l.ayetr,  andamaidfervint 
£or  »  L  !•  1. :  Mow  z  good  man  fervant  caonot  be  had  under  from  7  L  to  zoL 
and  a  maid  from  3 1.  to  4 1.  Daylabourcn  were  Xod.,  and  the  highcft  ii.i 
now  they  are  I4d«sad  zi  d. 
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tiouring  pariflics.  They  weigh,  when  fat,  from  7  ta  10  lb. 
per  quarter,  Dutch  ;  have  from  4  to  6,  or  even  8  lb.  of  tal- 
low»  tron  :  their  wool  gives  from  49.  to  5  s.  6  <!•  per  done, ' 
from  4  to  6  fleeces  to  a  ftone. — All  the  fiore-mafters  of  this 
pariQi  got  the  premiums  at  Lanark  for  tups,  as  long  as  the 
x^ulatioQs  would  permit  them.— There  are  between  13,000 
and  14,000  flieep ;  about  200  horfef,  and  800  black  cattle  in 
the  whole  pari(h«  befides  what  Lord  Douglas  has  in  his 
parks* 

J?oa//f— This  parilh,  is  in  the  centre  of  the  great  roads,  front 
Glafgow  to  England,  and  from  Edinburgh  to  Ayr,  About 
a  8  years  ago.  Lord  Douglas,  at  his  own  ezpence,  made  neaif 
30  miles  of  the  one,  and  ao  of  the  other.  The  fiatute  workf 
which  is  at  prefent  claAed  in  kind  from  the  tenants,  is  ap^ 
plied  to  keep  them  in  repair,  but  is  a  very  inconfiderable 
part  of  what  is  neceflary  for  that  purpofe*  There  are  toll 
bars  on  the  roads,  to  which  the  people  are  now  reconciled^ 
but  were  greatly  averfe  to  at  their  ereftion« 

ManufaBures. — No  manufaftures  were  cftabiiflicd  in  the 
parilh,  till  this  year,  that  a  company  from  Glafgow,  confifl" 
ing  of  natives  of  Douglas,  and  men  of  induftry  and  intelli^ 
gence,  fitted  up  a.fmall  cotton  fpinning  and  weaving  work,  in 
the  town  of  Douglas*  The  carding  is  performed  by  hocfeSi 
and  the  fpinning  by  hand  jeannies.  Another  rcfpeftable  com- 
^ny,  moftly  belonging  to  this  place,  have  erefted  a  fmall 
carding  and  fpinning  mill  on  the  lands  of  Carmacoup,  3  miles 
above  the  town,  which  already  gives  employment  to  a  good 
iHunber  of  hands*  •  They  are  both  in  their  infancy,  but  there 
is  DO  doubt  of  their  fucceeding* 

Vol.  VIII*  L  Population 
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Population. — The  population  is  now  upon  the  bcieaTe,  and 
bids  fair  to  continue  fo,  though  there  has  been,  oo  the  whole, 
«  decreaCe  within  thefe  40  years. 

Population  Table  of  tie  Fmnjb  ^DeaoLAK 

Pbpulatioo  in  the  year  1755»      ««^  Number  of  widowen,       -            3« 

.. aiiMl79X.      -      >7IJ        oCwidowt.        -        -      «* 

Decrcafe         .        -         -  ^94        of  Membert  of  the  Efta- 

Average  of  birthi  from  1 700  to  biiflicd  Churcb,        x67» 

jyjo^         .         .  '      .        434      of  Antiburghcr  Scccden,    5 

1750101760,  -  364      ofCameronianf,       -        40 

X78»toi79»»  -  -50        « of  clergymen,  -  % 

fp^AWanta  in  thc  towu  of  Dou-  — -  of  fchoolmaften,         -        7 


gla^         .         -         -         684        ofmalcfcnranti,      -        9a 

.  in  the  country,         1031  ef  female  ditto,        -       ^o 


Number  of  malcs^  -  774        of  poor,        .         -         ^9 

offemalei,  -         94X        ——  of  young  perfont  not 

of  famiii^a^         -  419  gone  to  fchool,    -     04^ 

EccJeJtafiical  State. — ^Therc  are  two  clcrgTmen  in  tbb  pa- 
rifli,  the  minifter  of  the  eftablilhed  church,  and  a  Cameronian 
or  M'Millanite  minifter,  who  has  refided  in  it  about  30  years. 
Lord  Douglas  is  patron  of  the  pariih.  The  (Upend  is  83  L 
6  s.  8  d.  Sterling,  and  a  very  good  glebe.  A  new  chuTch» 
ma^nfe,  and  offices  were  built  in  1781.  The  old  church  was 
called  St.  Brides^s  Church,  in  honour  of  the  patronefs  of  the 
parifli :  a  part  of  it  is  ftill  kept  up,  on  account  of  the  ancient 
monuments  in  it  and  burying  vault,*  although  there  is  a  very 

elegan^ 

*  On  the  north  fide  of  the  church,  in  a  niche  below  the  gallery  belonging  to 
the  family  of  Douglas,  it  buried  one  of  the  Dukei  of  Tourain.  The  arch  of 
die  monument  is  partly  broken  down  and  defaced  ;  but  on  the  fragments^hio 
arms  appear  quartered  thus : — xft,  Tourain,  id,  Douglas,  3d,  Galloway,  4tk 
Annandale,  with  the  following  infcription :— Hic  jacst  AmcBiBAxnva 
DovoLAS,  Dux  9a  T«vacifiA|  Comes  di  Douglas  bt  Lcmotilli,  Domx* 
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elegant  barying  vault  in  the  new  kirk,  for  the  family  of 
Souglasy  in  which  are  depofited  the  remains  of  the  Duke  and 
I>nche£i  of  Douglas,  and  Lady  Lucy  Douglas. 

L  a  Schools 

anrs  GALLO^iDUi,  Wigtonijb  &  Annanols,  locdm  tsniks  Regis  ScoTts, 
Obut  26.  DIE  Mensis  Junxi  X438.  This  nobleman  was  the  fon  of  Archibald 
Doaghs,  furnamcd  Tituman,  the  firft  Duke  of  Tourain,  and  Maud  Lindfay, 
davghter  of  David  Earl  of  Crawford.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church,  in  a 
mdie  commonlj  called  Se«  Thomas's  aiflc,  are  the  foUowiog  infcriptions :  Hie 
jmui  M^ma  it  Fiiau  Frmteps^  Domimu  Jaukiu  de  Douglas^  Bux  TmretiU  «l  Co* 
JM»  de  I>tmgUst  Dtminut  AmuuiMa^  CoHovuBm^  I  iddalU^  Jedkurgf  forr^  et  Dft^ 
mimms  dg  Balvaua^  Af^mu  JVardauMs  regni  S<oiui  ^tttjux  Angliam^  \Sfc.  qui  oAiit  24« 
dig  Memfis  Atartii,  Amm  Domiid  I443.  This  James  was  brother  to  the  former 
Archibald,  and  fucceeded  to  his  eftate  and  honours  after  the  murder  of  his 
two  Ions  in  Edinburgh  Caftle.  The  following  is  the  infcription  for  his  lady* 
SujmUt  Domiua  JSeatrix  de  Situhir^  (fiia  Dmumi  Henrici  C«mitis  Oreadum^  Domi^ 
mi  de  Simclairf  t^e,J  Ctmitija  d»  Dm^Im  a  Avenia,  DtmiM  Gallovidi^,  In  baflo 
reliero,  are  to  be  leen  the  above  nobleman's  arms  impaled,  with  his  lady's ;  the 
cutting  is  diftiAA,  and  part  of  the  gilding  ftill  entire.  On  the  eaft  fide  of  thefe, 
abore  the  church-door,  is  a  ftone,with  the  following  inrcription,whieh  is  fuppofed 
t»  have  been  moved  from  its  original  ftation,  when  making  fomc  repairs  on  the 
Church.  Hiefutd  proUa  imter  pradi&»s^Ikminmm  a  Dominam  gauratge,  Xao,  DamsMtu 
HHtbelmu  frhMgaiitus  ei  bitres  diili  Domim  JatM,  quifuceejii  ad  toiam  b^ri£tatem 
frsdUioMt.  Jmabui  idf  gemitn  msgi/er  dilhuglat,  Arebibaldiu  3110  gttdtui  comet 
MitrmmMm  J3ug9  4/0  getuiut  eoma  Ormundi^,  Joannet  ^to  geniitu  Domintu  de 
Baivemia*  Hexrieai  6<0,  geniitu.  Margareta  uxor  DomtMi  de  DaUteitb,  Beatrix 
mxw  Jhmiai  *  JeoMtit^  comflabularii  Seefi^e,  yaneta  uxer  Demini  de  Biggar  et  de 
Cmmhermmld.  EUxaietba  DntgUu  4/a  JUia  erat.  In  a  niche  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  dinrch,  weft  from  the  Duke  of  Tourain's  monument,  there  has  been  an* 
other  magnificent  one,  emhcllifiied  with  Gothic  ornaments,  ere(5fced  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  good  Sir  James,  the  eighth  Lord  of  the  family,  upon  which  were  1% 
lion's  heads  of  curious  net  work,  which  had  been  cut,  mutilated  and  abufed  during 
the  time  of  Oliver  Cromwell's  ufurpation,  by  his  garrifon  (placed  in  the  cafUe 
of  Douglas),  in  reientment  of  Sir  James  having  been  an  enemy  to  the  Englifh 
nation.  This  monument  is  not  impaled.  The  following  are  the  iiifcriptions 
aa  the  lead  coffins  in  the  vault  :~^CuS.  Angus,  Domimu  em  Jaeobo  Martbione 

Dwglafis 

f  HwnCi  in  his  hiApry  of  the  Douglafes,  calls  him  Lord  of  Anbigiy^ 
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Schools  and  Poor^-^Befides  the  public  fchool,  diere  is  dfii 
•n  Englifh  fchool  in  the  town ;  always  two,  and  fometimes 
three  Englifli  fchools  in  the  country  part  of  the  parifli;  there 
are  alfo,  at  prefent,  two' Sunday  ichaols  in  the  town,  which  are 
of  great  advantage  to  the  young,  and  efpecially  fuch  of  them 
as  are  much  employed  throughout  the  week.  The  poor,  oti  the 
"weekly  roll,  get,  according  to  their  circumftances,  fronn  6  d. 
to  a  9.  per  week.  But  befides  thofe  on  the  roll,  there  are 
many  occafional  poor,  who  get  from  2  s.  6  d.  to  58.  per  qoar* 
ter.  There  is  110 1.  Sterling  mortified  for  their  ufe.  The 
colleftions  at  the  church,  which  have  always  been  good,  are 
Aill  increafing  i  and  lall  year  they  amounted  to  near  35 1. 
The  other  cafualities  vary,  but  may,  at  an  average,  amount 
to  about  20 1.  yearly.  The  heritors,  have,  for  many  yeara 
pad,  afTtiTed  themfelves  in  what  was  neccflary  to  fliake  up 
the  deficiency.  In  T783,  when  the  meal  was  not  only  dear 
but  fcarce  and  bad,  Lord  Douglas  ordered  money  to  be  given 
to  the  nunifter  to  purcbafe  good  meal,  to  be  diflributed  week- 
ly to  fpch  as  bad  occafion  for  it,  at  |  a.  per  peck,  and  his  Lord^ 

Ihip 

P^yfhfite^  tt  1km.  Maria  Xtfr  /Um  Ctmiis  iMhisn^  fonjwgt  pikn^mitMi,  N^ 
15  Oa,  1693,  Mit  M  May  lt^4,^Mari0  GankmfiU  Gtargii  pHm  MtrAimdt 
4»  Hmmtly^  jitam  CuHelmii  pr'tmut  M^rchh  de  DeitgUt  in  mnwrtmfeamii  Aatk,  ^mfwt 
tnntfua  ^iaiu  fimagejuin  quartv  faiutU  Brnmana,  1644,  morttm  UuL^Hie  Jitmm  e/i 
(9rput  Gitl,  ^.ankiitu  Xkaglafia  n  tiiul^  frimi,  fui  ex  Hverjii  H  mmtmu  thaiamu  ai 
JIamiltMiorum  et  G^rJemimmm  gente  fmam  pngemiem  tmtiimmatam  HamUtmiafm  «rr« 
infianratam  relifuit  Oiiit  1 1.  CW.  Mart,  anno  1660,  ^etat.  9cr»  yV^Margarei.  Bs^ 
m'dteum  AmguruK  C^mttffa  ttiii  3S  antf  0tafu  fi^  1,1  SrptmBru  1623.— .  mmm 
Stfwarta  dtu  :  LgmtuucU  et  JRUbmimdUB  JUia  ArtBiialA  Aaguji^  Ctmiti  per  XT  III, 
an-m  nvfta,  o6iit  XVI,  dU  Augufti,  mm.  MDCXLPI.  4ft.  XXXl^B.  0.  M.  HU 
fofftwm  efl  torpus  Margaretm  fU^e  prim9gmiU  Cut,  MartBsaau  dt  Dngtas^  nHOh  ew 
matrimonh  turn  Margareta  oiiit,  tma.  Jam.  1660.  Katharine emjtiga  Domimi  it  T^r* 
phicbfM,  iUm  jMMMa  Gul.  AUxamdH  Comiie  de  Sleri.  aiati*  49.  The  foHowing  !• 
^hc  only  infcription  upon  the  laft  Mtrqvii  of  Douglas  :•-/.  M  A  ^tttU  ^4, 
OM  2J  Ftbrli,  IJOO. 


lUp  paid  the  balance,  which  was  a  great  and  feafonaUe  relief 
to  the  indnflrioua  poor  at  that  time. 

C€f/Ug.~Th6  old  caftle  of  Douglas  Was  burnt  by  aopident 
abeut  33  years  ago.  The  Duke,  in  his  lifetime,  built  one 
wing  «f  a  new  caftle,  of  Terjr  ftrong  and  degant  wotk,  ill 
which  there  are  betwixt  50  and  60  ftre^rooms.  This  wing 
was  finiihed  bj  Lord  Douglas,  but  it  ftill  wants  a  front  and 
another  wing  to  complete  the  plan.  The  dining  room  is  a 
moft  elegant  one,  being  40I  feet  long,  %$  feet  bread,  and  x8 
feet  high.  There  is  alTo  a  beautiful  hanging  ft^ir,  which  ia 
much  admired  by  all  people  of  tafte. 

Ofmerml  Cbar^Otr  ^fibe  PM^iSft^-^-They  are  a  fbber,  deocnf, 
and  iodoftriotts  fct  of  people ;  attend  regularly  on  the  ofdL* 
aanoes  of  the  gofpel,  and  are  remarkably  charitable  and 
humane ;  they  even  turn  their  innocent  amnfements  to  the 
adraatage  of  the  poor;  for,  during  the  fevere  firoft  laft  winteri 
when  they  went  to  eurling  on  the  ice,  a  farourite  diverfiott 
here»  they,  vofytt,  than  once,  played  for  a  certain  fum  each| 
and  apfdted  die  forfeited  money,  to  porcbafe  coals  £or  Ifat 
poot^ 
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NUMBER    VI. 

PARISH    OF    TWEEDSMUIR. 

ifiomHty  pf  Ttvwddak—Pnjbytery  of  PeibUs— Synod  ^  Lom, 
tUam  and  ^wetddale*) 

Bj  iii  R^»  Mr  Thomas  Muschet. 


EreOion^  Extent^  Soil^  Hitts^  Rivers^  \3c. 

THIS  daftrid,  formed  ancientlj  a  part  of  the  parifli  of 
Drummelzier,  bot  was  erefted  into  a  diftinft  parilh  ia 
1643.  It  is  about  9  miles  in  kngth,  and  in  manj  places  as 
iVBch  in  breadth.  It  is  a  hilly  country,  with  fome  flats  aii4 
inoraiTes.  A  number  of  the  hills  are  very  beautiful,  bcyuig  co- 
irered  with  grafs  to  the  very  tops  j  others  have  a  mizti^e  of 
iieath  %  ibme  are  of  a  great  height,  particularly  Hartfield  and 
Iko^dlaw,  which  are  about  a  800  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
fea.  The  river  Tweed  has  its  fource  at  the  fouth^weil  ex* 
txemityof  the  pariih,  and  runs  through  it  in  a  north  eaft  di- 
yedion.  It  is  joined  by  the  waters  of  Core,  Fruid,  and  Tal- 
la,  befides  feveral  fioaaller  bums  or  rivulets,  all  of  which 
abound  with  trouts. 


Cultivation  and  Produce. — ^The  arable  parts  of  the  parilh 
produce  oats,  barley,  &c.  upon  a  light  loam,  with  gravel  and 
land  at  the  bottom  \  but,  owing  to  the  great  rains,  and  early 
frofts,  the  crops  are  very  precarious  ;  indeed  the  whole  of  the 
pariih  is  by  nature  pHncipally  adapted  for  pafture.  The 
mutton  fed  upon  the  heathy  hills  and  flats,  is  remarkable  for 

delicacy 


delicacy  of  tafie  and  flavour ;  although  (mall,  and  Ileldon 
weighing  more  than  xo  or  la  lbs.  per  quarter,  it  is  far  fope. 
lior  (for  the  table)  to  the  large  mutton  fed  upon  a  low  aad 
rich  pafiure. 

Sheef  and  Wool. — ^The  whole  of  the  pariih  oontidas  25 
firms,  which  feed  about  15,000  iheep,  befides  a  neceflaiy 
number  of  horfes  and  black  cattle*  The  graziers  in  the  noitk 
of  England,  are  particularly  fond  of  the  Tweedlinuir  breed  9t 
ikeep ;  they  buy  them  of  all  ages,  and  drive  them  ta  thw 
farms,  where  they  are  much  efteemed,  being  healthy  and  good 
thrivers.  A  number  of  the  young  (beep  are  fold  at  the  Lia- 
ton  markets,  in  the  month  of  June,  to  be  driven  to  the  Ochil 
and  Alva  hills,  and  other  places  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland; 
a  number  of  lambs,  yeld  (beep,  and  draught  ewes,  are  fold  to 
the  butcher,  and  help  to  fupply  the  markets  of  Edinburgh, 
Glafgow,  &c.  The  iheep  farmers,  commonly  called  ftore- 
mafters,  begin  to  finear  their  Iheep  about  the  middle  of  Oc* 
tober,  with  a  mixture  of  tar  and  butter,  which,  after  fep|int« 
ing  the  wool,  b  laid  dofe  to  the  ikin  in  regular  layers  all  o* 
ver  the  body,  to  deftroy  the  vermin  that  breed  on  iheep,  and 
proteA  the  animal  againft  the  inclemency  of  the  weather* 
This  operation,  no  doubt,  leflens  the  value  of  the  wool,  but  it. 
is  found  to  be  abfolutely  neceflary«  The  fleeces  thus  impreg- 
nated with  tar  and  butter,  are  fliom  about  the  middle  of  fum-> 
mer,  and  lately  fold  at  6  s.  and  6  s.  6  d.  per  ftone:  a  great 
part  of  them  is  ient  to  the  manufaduring  towns  in  Yorkfhire  ; 
fome  to  the  north  of  Scotland ;  a  (mall  part  is  manufadured 
into  coarfe  cloth  for  &mily  ufe,  and  fome  b  fpun  into  yam, 
and  fold  in  that  ftate.  Several  attempts  have  been  made  tor 
improve  the  ftaple  of  wool  in  this  pariih,  by  introducing  an 
Engliih  breed  of  iheep,  from  thofe  belonging  to  Mr.  Bake- 
well  ',  but  they  were  fouud  not  to  aafweri  as  they  were  very 

unhealthy 


W  Statj/licat  Aicouhi 

luilitaKhj,  tod  wfinx  arrived  to  the  file  or  fatneCi  of  tlie  id- 
tite  flieep.  Mr.  Tweedit  of  OliTer,  however,  m  refpeftable 
heritor  i&  this  ptiifli,  has  foaai  the  Cheviot  breed  as  hardj 
as  the  native. 

Pc^&^JMi.— *Thc  popuktioii  of  this  parift  has  decrealed 
confideffthlj.  About  70  yean  ago,  the  lands  were  occupied 
bj  a6  tenaats,  hot  the  farms  have  finoe  that  period  been  gim« 
doaUj  enlarged  in  extent,  and  of  conrfe  diminiflied  in  nam- 
bef  s  even  of  the  15  to  which  thej  are  now  reduced,  fo  ma^ 
vej  are  engrofled  in  the  hands  of  the  fame  pcrfoos,  and  thcfis 
often  fetded  in  other  pariflies,  that  there  are  oalj  3  farmera 
at  prefent  refident  in  the  whole  parifh.  The  whole  nnmber 
of  dwelling  houfes  is  oalj  51,  and  of  thefe  3  are  inns,  fituatied 
at  the  Crook,  Beild,  and  Tweedfliaws,  upon  the  higlwwaj 
from  Edinburgh  to  Moffat,  Dumfries,  &c.  which  paScs 
dirough  this  pariih  along  the  banks  of  the  Tweedi  and  is  of« 
ten,  (efpecially  in  that  part  <rf  its  extent  which  lies  within 
this  pari£h),  in  a  very  bad  ftate,  but  will  now  meet  with  a 
tiiorough  repair.  The  whole  number  of  fouls,  at  prefeot  ia 
the  pariih,  is  onlj  127 }  the  return  to  Dr.  Webfter,  in  I755»  was 
397,  fo  that  there  is  a  decreafe  of  170.  Before  the  pradice 
of  inoculation  was  introduced,  the  fmall  pox  frequeotlj  car- 
tied  off  great  numbers  of  the  children.  The  inhabitants  of 
Twecdfmuir  are  in  general  ftout  and  healthy,  and  manj  live 
to  an  advanced  age.  During  the  laft  16  years,  there  have 
been  77  bapttfms,  33  marriages,  and  56  burials. 

Ciurttf  Scioolf  and  Pssr.->«The  church  was  built  in  1648. 
The  ftipend  was  paid  fome  years  ago,  partly  in  grain,  and 
pardy  in  money  ;  but  an  equitable  converfioo  having  been  a- 
greed  upon,  attherateof  xa  s.  6d.  ab(dl  for  the  grain,  the  whole 
ftipend  is  now  paid  in  money,  and  amounts  to  75 1.  Sterling 

a-year. 
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a*ycar.  The  Duke  of  Queenfberry  is  patron  ;  the  lands  in  the 
pariih  belong  to  7  different  heritors,  of  whom  only  z  re- 
fides.  The  poor  are  af&fted  bj  the  weekly  coUeftions  at 
church ;  a  fchool  was  lately  inllituted,  and  a  fchool  houfe 
built;  the  heritors  fixed  the  falary  at  100  merks  Scotch,  but 
the  fcholars  are  few  in  number* 

Antiquities.^-Somt  remains  of  antiquity  ate  to  be  feen  in 
this  parifliy  near  the  highway ;  and  a  few  miles  above  the 
Beild  there  are  feveral  cairns,  which  have  probably  been  raif- 
cd  over  fome  ancient  graves*  :  Veftiges  of  ancient  caftles  ftill 
remain  at  Oliver  5  at  Frtrid,  where  a  family  of  the  name  of 
Frafer  formerly  refided  ;  and  at  Hackfiiaw,  the  feat  of  the  an- 
cieat  family  of  the  Forteoules. 
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•  Near  Nether  Meozion»  on  the  banks  of  the  f  hrer  Fhiid,  is  the  gn«e  of  Ma- 
rion Chi&ohn,  who  is  laid  to  have  come  hither  from  Edinburgh,  while  tho 
plague  was  raging  there,  and  to  have  communicated  the  peftilentiai  infedion  to' 
the  inhabitants  of  three  diilerent  farms  in  the  parifli,  yic.  Nether  Menzion,  G!en« 
cocbe,  and  Fruid,  by  means  of  a  bundle  of  clothes,  whiich  (he  brought  with  her ; 
10  confeqncDCC  of  which,  a  nitmbar  of  perfons  died,  and  were  buried  in  the  ruins 
ef  their  bonfes,  which  their  neighbours  pulled  down  upon  their  dead  bodies* 
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t^ARISH    OF    KILMARTIN. 

{County  and  Synod  qf  Argyll^PreJbytery  of  Invtrary.y 
By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hugh  Camfbcll. 


Origin   o  the  Name. 


REMOTE  Highland  parifhes,  diftant  from  the  fcenes  of 
great  and  memorable  events,  backward  in  moft  kifads 
of  improvements,  particularly  in  agriculture,  and  without  trade 
or  manufaftures,  cannot  be  expcfted  to  furnifh  much  matter 
for  (latiftical  inquir7.-^The  name  of  this  pariih  is,  and  has 
been  Kilmartin,  as  far  back  as  either  record  or  tradition  can 
trace  it.  It  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  given,  in  memorj  of 
fbme  reputed  faint,  in  a  diftant  period  of  Chriftianity.  Such 
etymologies  of  names,  particularly  rhofe  of  ancient  burial 
places.  Which  were  generally  places  of  worfliip,  are  not  tin-' 
common.  In  this  country,  fuch  places  were  called  Kills., 
Kilmartin  was  therefore  the  burial  place  of  St.  Martin,  and 
probably  alfo  his  refidence. 

Extent^  Surface^  Soil^  Climate^  ijc. — ^The  form  of  the  pa- 
lilh  is  oblong,  running  from  S,  W.  to  N.  £.  Its  length  is 
from  II  to  12  miles,  and  its  greateft  breadth  about  3  miles. 
The  appearance  of  the  country  in  the  lower,  or  S.  W.  end  of 
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ihe  pariihy  is  rather  hilly  than  mountainous^  with  arable  and 
pafture  grounds  intermixed.  Some  of  the  hilU  being  covered 
with  green,  and  others  with  ihort  heath,  are  confidered  as 
good  pafture  for  cattle.  The  dipper  or  N.  £.  end  is  much 
higher  land,  more  ads^ted  to  pafture  than  tillage,  (though  it 
contains  a  confiderable  extent  of  arable  ground),  and,  till  of 
late,  has  been  occupied  as  fuch.  The  foil  in  the  lower  end  is 
rather  light,  yet  fertile,  producing  what  are  here  confidered 
as  good  crops.  In  the  upper  end  it  is  deeper,  yet  the  land 
being  high  and  cold,  the  grain  is  late  in  ripening  and  ill  fill- 
ed* The  valley,  from  the  church  of  Kiimartin,  to  Lochow,  is 
one  of  the  mod  beautiful  uk  the  Highlands.  The  rocks  co- 
vend  on  each  fide  with  trees,  to  their  fummits,  form  a  pic« 
turefque  appearance  \  and  the  luxuriance  of  the  wood  fliews 
that  planting  of  every  fort  would  thrive  welL  The  cli- 
mate does  not  differ  much  from  other  parts  of  the  country ; 
bat  although  wet,  is  not  unhealthy.  Agues  are  feldom 
known»  nor  are  there  any  pulmonary  complaints.  Fevers,  of 
the  low  and  nervous  fort,  are  found  amongft  the  lower  dafs, 
arifing  from  want  of  cleanliriefs,  and  from  a  poor  diet.  The 
foil  is  fertile,  and  yields  good  crops  of  barley*  There  is  a 
large  traft  of  mofs  near  Crinan,  which  is  very  improveable; 
and  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Malcolm  of  Poltalloch,  much  to  his 
credit,  intends,  it  is  faid,  to  let  it  out  in  fmall  portions  to 
tenants,  for  improving  it,  which  will  be  of  great  ufe,  both  by 
increafing  population,  and  by  fetting  an  example,  worthy  to 
be  followed,  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

ZaitSf  (^r..— The  only  confiderable  lake  in  this  parifli  is 
Lochow,  a  part  of  which  forms  a  boundary  between  it  and 
Clafrie  to  the  N.  £.  for  about  6  miles*  The  whole  lake  is 
computed  to  be  24  miles  in  length  ;  but  it  is  not  broad  in 

M2  any 


g2  Statiftical  Account 

any  part.  It  abounds  with  trouts  and  falaion.  The  fifliiDg,  to 
a  certain  extent,  is' the  property  of  an  heritor  of  this  parifli. 
There  is  a  pecular  fpecies  of  fi(h  in  it,  called  Uack  tromts^ 
which  are  fliort  atifd  thick,  black  in  the  (kin,  and  red  in  the 
ft(h.  The  incumbent  has  feen  one  of  them  that  weighed  x61b. 
and  when  cut  up,  two  fmall  trouts  were  taken  out  of  it 
entire,  one  of  them  meafuring  12  inches,  the  other  lo. 
This  fiQiing,  however,  has  not  hitherto  been  fo  very  produc- 
tive, as  to  make  it  an  objeA  worthy  of  much  public  notice. 

Sea  Coq/I  and  Pijb. — ^The  extent  of  coaft  will  be  from  7  to 
8  miles,  nearly  S.  and  N.,  formed  by  an  arm  of  the  fea, 
called  Loch  Craigniih.  The  fea,  by  which  the  fouth  part  of 
this  parifti  and  North  Knapdale  is  bounded  to  the  W.  and 
N.  W.,  is  formed  into  a  ftrait  by  the  Ifland  of  Jura,  which 
divides  it  from  the  Weflern  Ocean.  The  (bore  is,  for 
the  mod  part,  high  and  rocky,  except  the  Bay  of  Crinan,  and 
the  end  of  Loch  Craigniih,  (which  are  fine  flat  fand),  and  a  few 
other  fmaller  creeks. 

There  is  a  fpecies  of  fifli  taken  on  this  coaft,  which  goes 
by  the  general  name  of  Grey  filh.  They  are  of  difierent 
fizes,  mod  of  them  much  larger  than  herrings.  They  are 
generally  caught  in  the  evening  and  morning,  with  rods  and 
lines,  but  not  in  great  quantities  ;  though  they  are  very  ufe- 
ful,  contributing  not  only  to  the  fupport  of  thofe,  who  refidc 
within  a  mile  or  two  of  the  coaft,  during  the  fummer,  which 
is  the  fcarceft  feafon,  but  affording  them  alfo  light  in  the  win- 
ter by  their  oil.— ^There  arelikewife  in  the  Bay  of  Crinan,  cod, 
ling,  turbot,  foles,  &c.  in  great  abundance^  bnt  the  people 
are  not  fkilful  in  catching  them. — Herrings  are  frequently 
taken  in  Loch  Craigniih  and  Loch  Crinan,  though  not  to  any 
great  extent ;  alfo  the  fineft  oyfters  that  are  any  where  to  be 
found,  and  in  great  plenty.     In  the  former,  about  6  years 
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1^0,  there  were  al>out  joo  1.  worth  of  herrings  caught,  by  from 
10  to  30  boats,  in  the  courfe  of  4  or  5  weeks,  (though  mofl  of 
them  were  ill  prorided  with  nets  or  &ilfal  hands),  and  fold 
in  the  country,  at  from  10  d.  to  13.  the  hundred.  They  gene- 
rally appear  upon  the  coaft  from  July  to  Auguft.  The  other 
fea  animals,  are,  feals,  peltoeks,  otters,  and  feme  fmall  whales, 
that  eome  to  the  ooaft  in  purfuit  of  the  herrings. 

The  fea  weed,  ufeful  for  manure,  and  driven  afliore  by  the 
ftorms«  is  a  fort  of  long  grafs,  called  fea  grafs ;  it  is  generally 
isfed  for  potatoes  ;  and  when  laid  on  in  large  quantities,  gives 
niiddling  crops  of  that  root.  There  is  alfo  a  weed,  called 
tangU^  fometimes  made  into  kelp,  which  is  a*  richer  manure, 
and,  when  moderately  laid  on,  and  not  often  repeated,  (with- 
oDt  a  miiture  of  fome  cooling  ftuff,  to  correft  the  hot  fcalding 
nature  of  it),  is  found  to  give  good  crops  of  bear.  The  kelp, 
is  not  fo  confiderable,  as  might  be  expe&ed  from  the  extent  of 
(bore,  for  it  produces  only  from  10  to  12  toDs  yearly  .-.-.The 
courie  of  the  tides,  upon  the  (bore  and  adjacent  fea,  is  pretty 
nuch  from  N.  to  S.,  and  the  reverfe.  The  eoad  of  this  pa- 
rifli  does  not  He  in  the  courfe  of  vefftls ;  but  the  excellent 
harbour  of  Crinan  invites  them  to  anchor  in  it  *•— There  arc 

feveral 

*  Lodi  Criaan  n  pot  only  tbebeft  hariMvr  of  this  parifli,  but  is  confidered 
at  the  beft  upon  a  great  trad  of  the  weftern  cosft.  In  this  harbour,  a]« 
moii  the  whole  of  the  buft  herring  fleet  anchor,  in  their  voyages  to  and  from  the 
filhtng  ground,  befides  a  vaft  number  of  veflcls  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland; 
and  they  are  frequently  detained  in  this  harbour,  for  feveral  weeks,  waiting  for 
a  bSi  wind  to  take  them  round  the  Mull  of  Klntyre.  By  a  fnrvey  recently 
made,  it  hat  been  found  pradicable,  to  make  a  navigable  canal  for  large  fea- 
boflt  veflcls,  from  this  to  J^och  Gilp,  which  is  only  5  miles  acrofs.  And  Mr. 
Rcmiie,  an  eminent  engineer,  who  furveyed  it,  is  of  opinion,  that  it  may  be 
made,  at  a  very  moderate  cxpence,  and  with  plenty  of  water  for  boats  and 
harges,  as  well  as  large  veffels.  It  is  hardly  pofHble  to  eiprefs  the  aftonifhin^ 
•drastages,  with  which  the  opening  of  this  communication  will  be  attended  to 
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ieveral  iflaads  belonging  to  this  parifh  ;  bat  only  a  of  them 
are  any  thing  coniiderable ;  with  fome  bays  or  creeks,  &fe 
harbours  for  coaftiug  veflels. — ^The  lower  end  of  this  paiiih*, 
upon  the  Bay  of  Crinan,  and  contiguous  to  the  place  of  the 
propofed  canal,  is  confidered  by  many  as  a  proper  fituation 
for  a  village,  there  being  fome  arable  land,  with  a  great  ex- 
tent of  low  flat  mofs  coming  to  the  (hore,  which  might  not 
only  fumifh  convenient  fuel,  but  could  be  eafily  improved 
by  drainmgy  apd  with  the  advantage  of  ihell  land,  which  is  in 

great 

«he  people  of  this  part  of  the  jungdomu  It  will  not  only  enable  the  inhabitantf, 
to  avoid  entirely  the  very  dangcrout  pafTage  round  the  Mull  of  Kintyre,  but, 
fey  affording  a  ready  market  for  all  the  produdions  of  the  Weftem  Ifles,  it  will 
invite  the  people  to  purfue  a  variety  of  kinds  of  induftry,  to  which  they  have 
hitherto  been  ftcangert.  Above  all,  it  will  enable  them  to  fupply  tbemfelvet 
with  (alt  and  coals ;  and  if  the  duty  were  taken  off  the  laft,  and  rock  lalt  allow- 
ed to  be  imported,  the  people  in  thefe  countries  would  be  as  happy  as  they  arc 
BOW  miferable,  and  they  wonld  be  under  no  temptation  of  leaving  their  native 
foil,  to  try  their  fortunes  in  America.»A  fubfcripdon  is  fet  on  foot  for  this  im* 
porunt  pnrpofe ;  and  there  is  little  doubt,  that,  from  the  fpirited  exertions  now 
making,  a  fuflGicient  fum  will  he  raifed.  And,  when  the  great  magnitndo  of  the 
trade  is  confidered,  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  it  will  repay  the  fubfcriben 
very  liberall/  for  the  fums  they  may  advance.  If  that  (hould  take  place,  a 
commnnication  for  boats,  could  be  made  from  thence  to  Lochow,  which  is  only 
5  miles  diftant,  and  would  open  an  extenftve  and  fertile  country  of  near  $%  miles, 
and  be  of  great  advantage,  to  the  landed  property,  of  that  part  of  the  /county  of 
Argyll 

•  There  arc  no  monuments  of  antiquity,  but  fome  cairns  or  heaps  of  ftoncs. 
Though  thefe  are  to  be  met  with  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  yet  they  are 
more  frequent  in  the  lower  end  of  this  parifli,  which,  being  near  a  fafe  harboor, 
and  confidered  at  a  good  fpot  of  land,  is  fuppofed  to  have  given  occaiion  to 
many  difputcs  and  quarrels;  and  tradition  points  out  thefe  cairns,  as  the  burial 
places  of  thofe  of  the  lower  clafs,  who  fell  in  fuch  conflids.  Near  fome  of  thefe 
cairns,  there  are  a  number  of  great  ftones,  ftandingupon  end,  from  4  to  8,  or  lo 
feet  above  the  fur  face,  placed  in  a  line,  though  rather  irregular.  They  are  alfo 
marked,  by  the  fame  fource,  as  the  places  where  thofe  of  greater  note  have  bt«ll 
laid,  but  without  any  figure  or  charader. 
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great  abandance,would  yield  good  crops,  and  afford  employment 
and  fubfiftence  to  fettlers.  The  introdudion  of  manufaftures^ 
(it  is  apprehended),  would  not  be  difficult,  there  being  an  eafy 
communication  with  the  Low  Country.  It  is  alfo  at  no  great 
diflance  from  the  iiihing  ftations  ;  and  there  is  hardly  a  year, 
but  there  are  herrings  from  July  to  Auguft,  and  fometimes 
later,  in  moft  of  the  bays  and  creeks  upon  the  weft  coaft  of 
Argyll.— -There  is  a  falmon  iiihing  on  the  bay  of  Grinan,  the 
property  of  Mr.  Malcolm  of  Poltalloch.  It  has  not,  hitherto, 
been  very  produ&ive.  The  fiib,  are  generally  fold  in  the 
country,  frelb,  from  i^  d.  to  2  d.  the  pound ;  but  it  might  be 
greatly  extended,  by  fpirited  management,  which,  there  is  every 
reafon  to  think,  will  be  the  cafe,  both  in  regard  to  filhing  and 
lands,  under  the  aAive  and  public  fpirited  proprietor,  who  has 
lately  purchafed  that  property. 

Minerals  and  Floods. -^Theve  is  a  copper  mine,  which  baa 
been  wrought  upon  for  fome  years,  in  the  property  of  Mr: 
Campbell  of  Kilmartin  :  the  company  who  had  taken  it,  be- 
ing diffolved,  it  has  been  difcontinued  for  fome  time,  without 
afcertaining  its  value,  though  the  appearance  was  judged 
favourable. — Coals  would  be  a  happy  difcovery.  There  are 
no. land  floods,  except  the  overflowings  of  a  fmall  water, 
which  runs  through  a  valley  for  about  6  miles,  and  falls  in* 
to  the  £ea  at  Crinan ;  it  unites  with  a  larger  river,  which 
partly  divides  this  parifli  from  Knapdale  and  Glafrie,  about 
half  a  mile  before  it  falls  into  the  fea.  There  are  feveral  cu- 
rious rocks  of  limeftone,  of  the  fchiftus  kind,  which  are  e- 
qually  convenient  for  building  and  manure. 

^mMr//.— Quadrupeds  of  the  wild  kind  are  foxes,  hares, 
badgers,  wild  cats,  pole-cats,  weafles.  Native  birds  are  black 
Gocks,  and  muirfowls  in  the  hill  -,  crows,  pyots,  and  wild 

pigeons 
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pigeons  in  the  low  grounds,  with  different  kinds  of  hawks« 
and  a  few  eagles.  Upon  the  ihore,  fea-maws,  with  yarioas 
Unts  of  ducks,  and  migratorj  birds:  woodcocks  appear 
earlj  in  winter,  and  difappear  in  fpring ;  alfo  fwaas  on 
the  fea  and  lakes.  Thofe  fowls,  called  widgeons,  appear 
earl  J  in  fpring,  if  the  feafon  is  mild,  and  difappear  a«> 
bout  the  naiddle  or  latter  end  of  autumn,  as  the  weather  is 
moderate,  or  otherwife.  There  are  foine  good  black  cattle, 
both  in  point  of  fhape  and  fize,  which  are  reared  from  a  few 
ftocks  in  this  pariib,  and  fetch  at  the  rate  of,  from  7  1.  to  9L 
the  cow  and  calf.     Young  cattle  fell  in  proportion. 

Population. — There  arc  no  records,  by  which  the  ftate  of 
this  pariiht  with  regard  to  population,  can  be  traced  very  far 
back ;  the  general  belief  is,  that  it  htis  decreafcd  between  7a 
and  80  fouls  within  thefe  laft  20  years*. — The  increafe  how- 
erer  within  thefe  40  years  is  confiderable.  The  prefeot  num- 
ber of  fouls  (all  of  whom  refide  in  the  country),  is  as  follows : 
Males,  -  -        760 "} 

Females.        -  "        777i    "    '^°'*''        "        '^^^ 

The  number  returned  to  Dr.  Webfler  in  1755,  was,    -    11 50 

Increafe,         -         387 

Average 

*  what  has  afiededthe  pep«ibtton  moft,  within  that  period,  it,  the  laying  out 
fflue  lands  entirelj  in  pafture ;  ft  or  3  farnm  being  now  thrown  iato  the  hands 
of  one  grazier,  which  were  formerly  poiTeiTcd,  fome  by  4,  and  fome  by  8  tenants 
each,  but  are  now  the  rcfidence  only  of  a  herd  or  two :  And  at  the  end  of  the 
leafcs,  which  are  very  Ihort  in  this  country,  (being  only  from  5  to  7  years  with 
the  lower  order  of  tenants),  fuch  farms  as  are  adapted  to  it  are,  almoft  always, 
laid  out  in  pafture.  This  has  not  operated,  however,  fo  much  again  (I  popubtion 
in  general,  as  againft  a  particular  cla£i  of  the  inhabicants.  It  reduces  the  number 
of  tlie  tenants,  but  it  adds  to  that  of  the  cottagers,  as  they  are  often  kept,  upon 
fome  of  the  farms,  that  are  laid  out  in  pafture.  But  although  this  may  in  part  make 
ap  the  deficiency  in  population,  brought  on  by  this  mode  of  occupying  lands ; 
Tet,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  found,  that  there  has  been  fome  dccreafe  in  the  nnm'- 
ber  of  iahabitants  iincc  the  coauncsccmcDt  of  it,  or  within  thefe  20  years. 
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Avera(;e  of  birthi  for  5  yean 

preceding  1 79 1,       -        30 
■  of  marriages  for  the  fame 

period*^         -         -        H 
■  of  children  produced  hj 
each,  about         -        •        34 
Number  of  bachelors  above  20 
years  of  age  f,         -         -         70 


Perfons  under  10  years  of  age,     443 


from  10  to  20, 

»i7 

from  30  to  50, 

640 

from  50  to  70, 

162 

from  70  to  89%      - 

36 

Gentry; 
Tenants  I,         - 

Crofters  5, 

Cotters  n,  or  cottagers 
Change-keeperii 
Vot.  VIII. 


NumUrof  FamiUa. 


6 

-  ioo 

-  24 

-  133 

-  9 

N 


in  each, 
-     *     ZI 
-  6 

6 

5  nearly 


Taylorsi 


•  7bere  it  mo  regjjier  rf  deaths,  Tbcrt  are  few  ahove  83  «ii  the  parijh^  and  maefi 
tld  as  90. 

t  The  proportion  of  bachelors  to  the  annual  marriages  is  about  6  to  I :  Of 
the  latter  to  the  whole  population,  as  i  to  19 ;  and  of  the  births,  as  x  to  50. 

\  The  tenants,  particularly  of  arable  farms,  have  but  fmall  pofleffions,  only 
the  fourth  part  of  a  form,  or  what  is  called  herd  a  borfe»gaMg\  fo  that  there  are 
generally  4  upon  every  farm,  and  fomethnes  6  and  8  when  it  is  a  large  one. 
The  work  of  the  £urm  is  carried  on  in  common  among  the  whole  tenants,  with 
their  wives  and  children.  They  feldom  employ  any  fervants,  and  fuch  only  oc- 
cafionally,  when  their  children  are  not  of  age  to  give  any  affiftance. 

$  The  crofter  is  tenant  of  a  flill  fmaller  poflelfion.  He  occupies  a  piece  of 
arable  land,  marked  out  for  himfelf,  which  may  be,  from  x,  to  2,  or  3  acres, 
though  not  generally  meafured,  with  grafs  for  i  or  2  cows,  in  common  with  the 
cattle  of  the  next  farm.  It  were  to  be  wilhed  that  this  mode  would  become  more 
general,  and  the  crofts  made  larger,  as  it  is  found,  that  a  piece  of  land,  in  the 
management  of  X  man,  with  ordinary  care  and  induftry,  will  make  it  more 
produdive,  in  proportion,  than  a  larger  extent,  when  under  the  dire^on  of  a 
greater  number. 

I  The  cotters  are  the  moft  numerous  dais,  in  which  are  comprehended  the 
tradefmen,  the  day  labourers,  the  old  infirm  reduced  tenants,  and  federal  widows. 
The  cotter  pofleflen  only  a  imall  houfe  and  garden,  fometimes  without  a  cow'i 
graft,  and  crcn  pot^t(9C  land,  but  wh»t  he  niiift  purchafe  from  the  tenanti.  He 
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rkfkfTh 

-     it 

Shoemakers 

heaven. 

i6 

Millers,        ^        -        * 

Sihith^ 

-    4 

Ferrymaiit         •         • 

Houfc  arpcntcw, 

-      5 

Salmon  filker, 

Boat  carpenter, 

I 

Apprenticei, 

Plough  and  cart  maker* 

I 

Men  fcnrants  *»           • 

-      %% 

Wheelwright,       -        - 

-     I 

Women  fenraoti, 

^ 

Climate  and  Di/eq/i*. — ^The  climate  is  rathinr  niny  $  jet 
the  inhabitants  depend  more  upon  temperance  and  czercife, 
than  phyfic,  for  health.  There  are  none  of  the  faeultj  there- 
fore in  the  parifii,  though  feme  refide  at  no  great  diftance. 
There  are  no  deftmftive  epidemical  diften^pers,  but  the  fnaall- 
pox  and  meaffles.  The  danger  of  the  former  is  neatly  doUe 
away  by  inoculattoa  (which  is  become  pretty  general  here), 
and  that  danger  would  be  ftill  k£i,  if  the  lower  people  paid  more 

attention 


IS  fadependent  of  the  tenants,  for  the  farm  oii  nvfitdi  he  rdMes,  Itollifig  his  poT- 
feflion  from  the  proprietor,  to  whom  his  rent  imd  fervites  are  payable.  The  oU 
and  mfirm,  being  reckoned  in  this  order,  makes  the  average  oC  their  fantSea 
fall  lower.  There  may  be  about  ao  young  lads,  who  hire  themfelves  for  the 
north  fifhing  yearly,  and  return  to  the  parUh  when  it  is  oter  ;  there  being  n» 
veffels  from  this  place  at  that  fifliing. 

Between  lo  and  15  years  ago,  at  different  periods,  Aaat  40  families  of 
tenanu  have  been  deprived  of  their  poflcffions  by  a  number  of  large  forms  be- 
ing laid  out  into  pafturc  By  the  common  calculation,  this  would  ^tmintfl^  the 
population  about  soo.  But  upon  many  of  the  farms,  Ibme  of  the  former  pol^ 
felTors  are  retained  as  cotters,  and  others  are  put  in,  to  preferve  the  houiea,  or 
^iP^'i  as  they  are  called,  in  cafe  it  might  be  found  nccellary,  at  fome  future 
period,  to  return  to  the  former  mode  of  occupying  the  farms  by  fmall  tenaats* 
particularly  farms  adapted  for  tillage.  By  thefe  means,  the  lols  which  papula* 
tlbn  would  otherwife  fuiUin,  is,  in  a  coniiderable  degree,  made  up. 

<»  As  the  gentry  fa  this  parifti  arc  but  few,  and  the  refiding  heritors  iKll  fewer, 
there  are  not  mimy  fervants,  and  even  thcTe  are  ocdafionaHy  etnployed  as  labour 
ing  fervanti»  paiticolarly  dtfribg  harveft  and  hay  making. 
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atteollon  to  the  regimen  of  their  children  opon  thcfe  occa- 
Sons.  There  is  another  complaint  which  prevails  among 
children)  and  generallj  thc^  about  xa  years  of  age  and 
under,  called  the  hooping  ooagb*  It  is  exceedingly  feirere,  ^nd 
particularly  dangerous,  when  it  attacks,  very  young  children. 
It  is  generally  very  lingering.  The  continuance  and  fcverity 
of  it,  may  coofiderably  depend,  i^ppa  the  feafon  of  th^  y^ 
Yihtx^  it  cornea  on. 

Wooi^  Catik^  ^Cp — ^Tbe  natural  wood  here,  confifts  moftly 
of  oak  »id  afli,  with  fome  faiirch  and  hazel,,  but  not  to  any 
great  extent.  Within  the fe  95  years,  at  different  periods, 
XOQ,ooo  trees,  it  is  faid,  have  been  planted  upon  oi^e  gentle- 
snan*s  property,  of  different  l^inds  of  fir,  oaJL,  aih,  beech,  elm, 
«nd  a  variety  of  other  trees.  Upon  a  few  other  properties^ 
(here  have  been  alfo  fome  plantedi  though  to  a  led  extent. 

The  Gtttk  in  Itiit  |»rSlh,«f  the  ililcwnt  kinds,  mxf  Biaci  Cattle.  Bwja.  SUtf^ 
■Doimtto,        .        -        -  -  .         -       1800        350      «oo# 

W  thefe,  there  may  be  in  the  ]Mieff  on  of  the  final) 

tenant!,  in  pvccU  00  the  4iieffeatf«9»>  about  •       looo     a^o     13^ 

The  reft  art  in  the  hands  of  the  graziers,  and  the  principal 

tackfmen*. 

CMvatum  and  Produce. — ^There  is  no  general  furvey  of 
tlus  parifh;  though  a  few  of  the  heritors  have  got  their  eftates 
sneafured,  yet  neither  the  arable^  nor  the  pafture  ground,  is  laid 
out  by  mcafure.  The  arable  land  is  divided  into  in^Jield  and  out* 
fiJd\  thein-field  into  three  equid  parts;  in  one  of  thefe  there  is 
bear,  in  another  oau,  and  the  third  is  moftly  in  potatoes.  Next 
year,  the  bear  follows  the  potatoes,  oats  the  former  bear,  and 

N  2  potatoes 

*  There  jpa  part  of  t)iis  pariih  which  dpes  pot  winter  b}ack  cattkt  yet  io^ 
ahoBt  aoo»  whtfh  arc  nat  ia  the  above  cnumpratioo. 
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potatoes  the  divifion  which  was  laft  in  oats.  This  rotation 
is  continued  from  year  to  year ;  the  manure  being  geoerally 
lime,  and  the  dung  the  cattle  makes  in  winter.  The  out* 
field,  is  allowed  to  lie  ley,  or  in  pafture,  for  2  years,  and  the 
milk  cattle  and  ihcep  are  folded  upon  it :  Then  there  are  % 
running  crops  of  oats,  and  fometimes  3,  taken  of  it,  and' the 
fame  reft,  and  cropping  is  continued,  being  the  general  proceb 
of  agriculture  in  this  country.  There  is  no  grafs  feed  fown 
but  by  z  gentleman ;  and  the  extent  of  land  is  not  afcertained. 
The  pariih  fupplies  the  inhabitants  with  beef,  mutton,  butter 
and  cheefe ;  but  it  hardly  does  fo  in  meal  for  7  months  of  the 
year,  and  the  bear,  being  all  diililled  into  whiiky,  occafionsacon- 
fiderable  quantity  of  that  grain  to  be  imported.  The  time  of  fow 
ing  oats,  is  from  the  beginning  of  April  to  the  middle  of  it ; 
the  potatoe  planting  begins  then ;  and  bear  from  the  8th  to  the 
xjth  of  May.  The  bear  is  begun  to  be  cut  towards  the  \%Xm 
ter  end  pf  Ayguft,  and  the  oats  about  the  middle  or  end  of 
September,  and  fometimes  in  06lober.-^-As  the  fouth  end  of 
the  pariih,  lies  moftly  upon  the  (hore,  near  a  good  harbour,  it 
is  equally  calculated  for  tillage  and  paftuve*  The  arable  land, 
(w)iich  is  confidered  among  the  beft  in  this  part  of  the  coiinr 
try),  lying  low,  and  ripening  pretty  early,  with  tlje  material 
for  improving  it  almoft  upon  every  field,  fuch  as  limellone 
and  mofs,  with  the  appearance  of  marl  in  different  places, 
though  hitherto  not  much  tried.  The  north  end  ]$  confidcrr 
ed  among  the  beft  pafture  land  *^ 

iPropriiton 

*  The  wages  of  male  iervanU,  in  the  dilTerent  kinds  of  huibandiy  or  domef' 
tic  work,  by  the  year,  ia  from  61  to  7  L ;  of  female  fcrvanti,  from  ^p  t.  to  3 1.; 
only,  in  harveft,  a  female  may  make  from  25  g.  to  30>.  for  3  mooths.  Thcfc 
wage*  arc  confidered  as  high  here;  and  the  rife  being  within  thefe  few  years, 
is  imputed  to  the  different  improvements  going  on  in  the  Low  Country,  this 
y^rifli  being  nearly  a  day's  journey  to  it,  and  many  of  the  ferrants  acquainted 

with 
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ProprieUrs  and  Uf iff. —There  are  la  heritors  ;  only  3  re- 
fide  ia  the  pariih,  whereby  above  2000 1.  of  the  rent  is  fpent 
out  of  it. 

The  valaed  rent  is  about        «        L.  3643     3     o    Scotch  ; 
The  real  rent  about  ^  3453     o     o     Sterling. 

One  gentleman^s  property  in  the  fouth  extremity,  upon  the 
bay  of  Crinan,  confiding  of  3822  acres,  of  which  1026  are 
arable,  is  valued  at  Z089  L  7  s.  Scotch  \  the  real  rent  is  about 
73.0 1.  Sterling.  This  is  the  principal  property  in  the  pariih, 
and  may  be  greatly  improved  by  cultivating  the  mofs  above 
mendoned.  Another  gentleman's  property,  on  the  north 
end  of  the  parifh,  ponfifts  of  estenfive  bill  land*  The  whole 
e/late  was  furveyed ;  but  x  farm  of  it  being  in  the  neighbour- 
ing parifh,  makes  the  eza£t  number  of  acres  belonging  to  this 
diftrift  uncertain,  but  it  is  believed  by  the  proprietor  to  be 
about  7009.  The  val^ed  rent  is  410  L  13  s.  Scotch  \  the  real 

rent 


with  die  wages  there,  moSt  have  femething  neir  it,  though  there  are  neither 
improTemeatt  nor  xnanuladurct  to  afford  it. 

There  are  4ft  ploughs,  i  to  every  farm,  though  there  may  be  6  more  farins, 
and  eztenfive  as  to  hill,  they  can  hardly  be  faid  to  have  a  plough,  an  their  fowing 
wiU  not  confiH  of  above  a  boU  or  two,  of  a  kind  of  (mail  black  bearded  com,  or 
oats,  Ux  feeding  cattle  in  winter.  There  are  about  10  or  la  of  the  above  num* 
bcr,  who  ploagh  little  more  than  what  ferves  the  cattle  in  fevere  winters.— 
About  15  years  agq,  there  was  a  plou^-maker  almoft  in  every  other  farm. 
Any  pcrCon,  who  confidered  himfelf  poflefled  of  greater  fagacity  than  his  neighs 
boor,  went  to  the  wood,  and  took  fucfi  fticks  as  had  a  natural  cad  for  his  pur- 
pose, which  being  joined  in  a  moft  dunify  manner,  without  the  lead  knowledge 
d  mechanical  principles,  formed  what  was  called  a  plough.  It  tore  up  the 
laady  udeed,  but  with  great  labour  both  to  man  and  horfe.  There  is  now 
a  regular  bred  plough^naker,  who  has  been  fettled  in  the  parifli  thefe  6  years. 
The  kind  nfed,is  the  common  plough,  drawn  by  four  horles  a-breaft,  the  driver^ 
wttfa  his  fate  to  the  horles,  going  backwards.  There  are  only  za  cartSi  thefe 
^pkiBfiiti  of  hvibaDdry  aot  being  at  yet  much  ufcd  by  the  tenants. 
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rrnt  is  rather  above  800 1.  Sterling.  The  griat  rife  io  thii 
propenj  has  taken  place  withi<i  thefe  4  je^rs  ;  aod  there  has 
been  nearly  the  fame  proportion  with  regard  to  the  rife  of 
rent  in  the  reft  of  the  pafture  and  arable  land.  The  gieat 
deinand  for  black  cattle,  and  the  (keep  ftocks,  bconght  the  ex« 
tenfive  hill  land  (the  greateft  part  of  which  lA  covered  with 
heath),  into  repute,  which,  about  40  years  a^o,  and  even  af* 
ter  that  period,  was  very  low  rented,  as  of  little  value  to 
either  pofTefibr  oi^proprietor.  On  this  property,  there  is  about 
6co  L  {aid  to  be  laid  out  in  ftone  dikes.  The  rent  of  cot 
houfes,  the  only  kind  that  are  let,  will  be  from  10  s.  to  { j  s., 
without  either  grafs  or  potatoe  land:  The  fervices  are  is 
jdays  with  their  viduals ;  but  there  being  few  reiiding  heri- 
tors, thefe  ferviqes  are  moftly  commuted  to  both  cotters  and 
tenants,  the  cotters  for  6  d.  per  day,  the  tenants  for  i  s.  \  they 
being  flail,  howeyer,  liable  for  fervices  with  horfes. 

8to€i  oftd  froduce.^^A.%  to  the  average  value  of  die  live 
flock,  it  is  not  eafy  afcertained  with  any  great  accuracy»  the 
knowing  ones,  in  that  way,  differing  in  opinion  i  yet,  at  a  me* 
dium,  it  n^ay  be  from  4 1.  to  4 1.  xo  s«  the  C0W9  of  3  years  old 
and  upwards  ;  the  horfes  from  7 1.  to  8  L  i^ove  a  years  old  ; 
the  fheep  in  the  ftock  way,  being  the  black  faced  kind^  about 
J  2  s. ;  The  (mall  tenants  flieep,  being  of  ^n  inferior  kind* 
from  j  s.  6  dp  to  6  s.  Wool,  ck?o  and  tarred,  7  s.  the  ftoney 
of  34  Englifli  pounds  \  cheefe,  5  s.  when  foft  and  green ; 
butter,  za  s.  the  ftone:  Gomroon  fowls,  a  hen,  6  d.,  the  cock; 
4d.;  the  dozen  of  eggs,  ad.  The  laft  articles  feem  upon 
the  rife,  there  being  a  ^eejdy  packet  from  {^och  QIlp  to  Green* 
ock»  which  brought  on  a  coofiderahle  deo^and. — As  to  the 
annual  produce,  it  can  hardly  be  sicertained  with  any  degree 
of  accuracy,  the  land  not  being  laid  out  by  acrcs^  nor  the 
people  very  eza&  as  tQ  the  ^uantit^  of  jfee^  t^iey  ibw;  but 

from 


ffom  the  beft  information  that  can  be  got,  the  bwier,  bt  S.W. 
end  of  the  pariih,  the  pHnoipal  arable  part  of  it  (being  nearlj 
one  half  of  the  vahxed  rent,  and  two-fifths  of  the  teal),  maj 
fete  540  bolls  white  oats^  and  80  bolls  bear :  The  {Produce  does 
not  exceed  3^  feeds  of  oats ;  and  in  bear,  generally  about  ${  or 
6  fetnitts.  The  boll  of  oats  feih,  at  (tt>m  15s.  tb  173.9  accord- 
ing to  the  qualitj;  the  bear,  from  20  S.  to  lis.  Ihe  tnea« 
forCi  is  rrckonbd  larger,  by  nearly  1  pecks,  than  the  Linlithgow 
boll.  Tbire  are  confiderable  trops  of  potatoes,  not  that  the 
incfieafe  is  greats  but  large  qnantities  being  planted,  fome  iq 
the  drilled  wa^,  the  boll  of  them  generally  fells,  findm  5  s.  to 
6  s.,  in  autumn  and  winter.  Thtrt  is  tio  regular  ukiedibre  for 
them,  3  barrels  i(herring  gauge),  being  reckoned  nearly  a 
lidll.  When  they  fail,  the  tenants  are  much  at  a  lofd,  being 
Bttdet  the  neceffity  of  ufing,  for  the  fupport  of  tfadr  families, 
the  TJiftual  that  was  defigned  for  the  rent. 

-  Farms. — ^Thc  rent  of  arable  farms,  according  to  their  quality 
and  e^Ltent,  Aay  be  from  40  K  to  80 1.  They  are  poflefled,  the 
fmallerCankks  by4,andthelaigeTby  6,and  Tome  times  8  tenants. 
The  flock  or  holding  of  thele  farms,  may  be,  frotti  24  to  4^ 
cotrsi  bodies  fomeyottng  cattle;  frbm  30  to  60  Ibtt'pi  and 
from  8  to  12  bdrfes,  Ifcoording  tb  their  difiettnt  extenrs^  The 
fowiog  is  nouch  in  the  fame  pfroportron ;  oats,  from  10  t6  45 
twih  $  bcn^  from  3  to  6  bolls.  What  is  trailed  bear  here,  is 
freidy  inferior  to  the  Low  Country  barley.  It  ^Oeould  \9t 
tiic  imerrft  Of  the  tenant  to  reduce  his  flock  at  leaft  a  fourth, 
msy  by  the  prefeiic  management,  there  is  neither  milk  nor  rear- 
n^  m  '|yrc^k)¥tion  t^^^the  ntmibet  of  cattle.  When  young, 
€btey  atfe  at  Ikoft  ftUo^ntfe  «s  to  milk,  attd  pinched  in  graft 
when  fuftfier  advtfnced ;  fo  thsjt  few  x>f  them  turn  out  to  be 
food  cattle.  This  holds  good,  howerer,  xAily  With  regard  to 
the  ciuue  ofltefalU  ccinants. 

Church,^ 
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Cburch^^^The  living,  as  modified  by  decreet  m  the  jear 
X765,  is  1000  U  Scotch,  including  communion  elements;  a 
coniiderable  part  being  in  viftual,  make  h,  communihus  annisf 
about  lool.  Sterlmg,  with  the  glebe,  which  is  fuppoled  to  be 
legal  as  to  extent,  with  4  foums  gra£s,  in  common  with  the 
cattle  of  the  farm.  The  grals  is  not  confidered  m  worth  10  s. 
each  foum,  in  the  year,  notwithttanding  the  great  rent  of  grafs 
lands,  that  a  cow's  grafs  cannot  be  got  below  25  and  30  s.  on 
fome  of  the  pafture  farms. — The  Duke  of  Argyll  is  patron.-^ 
The  church  was  built  in  the  year  x6oi.  The  walls  are  flrong, 
but  the  plan  is  incommodious.  It  is  a  long  narrow  ftripe, 
and  has  had  no  repaz^tion  or  improvement  fince  it  was  boikt 
except  giving  it  a  new  rooL  The  pulpit  is  a  curiofity,  and  is 
thought  not  to  be  matched  in  Scotland.  It  is  an  old  Gothic 
flru&ure  of  (tones  and  lime,  about  7  feet  from  the  level  of  the 
floor,  and  is  coeval  with  the  church.  The  manfe^was  built  io 
the  year  1789,  and  is  a  tolerable  commodious  houfe. 

Schools  and  Poor— ^.There  is  a  parochial  fchool,  with  a  &• 
lary  of  14L  4s.,  made  up  by  6d.  on  the  pound  valuation,  and 
mortified  money,  befides  feilion  emoluments  and  quarter  wages. 
The  number  of  fcholars  will  be,  in  winter^  from  80  to  90  ; 
but  fewer  in  fummer.  There  is  alfo  a  fociety  fchool,  with  pi. 
fidary,  attended  by  about  40  fcholars  in  winter.  The  tafte 
here  does  not  run  much  on  the  learned  lang4iages,  there  being 
few  gentlemen's  children.— -The  number  of  poor  upon  the  pa- 
rifh  lift,  is  generally  from  18  to  3a.  There  is  no  eftablilhed 
fund  for  them  befides  the  church  coUeftions;  and  in  a  country 
parifli,  where  there  are  but  few  gentry,  and  the  lower  clafs 
of  tenants  rather  poor,  and  rarely  having  money  in  their  hands, 
the  colledion  muft  be  very  inconfiderable.  The  principal 
tackfmen  do  not  refide.  This  fmall  fund,  may,  with  the  fa- 
eramental  coUedioni  amount  to  loU  or  Z2l.  a-year,  and  is  dif- 
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tribnted,  at  ftated  times^  and  will  cmlj  enaUe  to  get  a  pair  of 
flioes,  or  fome  piece  of  clothes.  Thej  get  their  fubfiftence 
hj  begging  from  door  to  door ;  and,  not  bebg  confined  to  their 
own  pariihes,  come  in  great  numbers  from  moft  corners  of  the 
Jdngdom.  Among  them  there  are  many  fturdy  beggars,  more 
aUe  to  labonr  for  their  bread,  than  manj  of  thofe  who  ferve 
them.  It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  fome  plan  were  adopted,  by 
which  the  condition  of  real  objefts  might  be  rendefcd  more 
comiortable,  and  thofe  who  are  able,  made  to  contribute  in 
tome  degree,  to  their  own  fupport. 

VUIagt^  Fmdj  tjr— There  are  no  Tillages,  except  Kilmar- 
tin,  which  is  the  place  of  worlhip,  and  other  parochial  meet* 
ings.  It  has  a  commpdious  inn,  fituated  upon  the  great  road 
from  the  fimth  end  of  Kintyre,  by  Tarbert  andLochgilp,  and 
leading  to  Fort  William,  by  Graignifh  and  Lorn.  It  has  3 
markets  in  the  year,  1  for  black  cattle,  and  a  for  horfies,  where 
the  country  people  gather  from  15  to  20  mOes  round,  with 
webs  of  linen  and  woollen  clothes,  and  fuch  fmall  parcels  of 
lint,  as  can  be  fpared  from  their  families*  Although  fituated 
upon  the  ooaft  *,  there  are  few  feafaring  people,  as  there  is 
no  trade  to  employ  them.  The  harbour  behind  llan-da^vaiut 
and  below  Duntroon  Cafile,  has  good  anchorage,  and  fafe  from 
all  winds,  with  eafy  accefs  to  veffels  of  any  burden. — ^Thc 
fuel  commonly  ufed  is  peats,  a  moft  precarious  firing  in  this 
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*  Ko  ibifw  hxn  been  wredwd  oo  thii  cosik  in  the  memorx  of  woy  oow  liv- 
ing,  tboQgh,  within  thde  xo  yeiTB*  there  were  4  TeiTek,  of  co&iiderable  fise, 
drncn  alhore  in  the  bay  o£  Crinan,  with  their  caigoet.  They  were  foreign 
vcfleb,  and  jpior ant  of  the  coaft ;  but  the  beach  and  ground  are  to  cxcellem ,  that 
they  woe  got  off  without  any  &fthcr  damage,  bat  the  loft  of  a  fittie  time,  and 
fo^  trifling  efpenc»fr  b  chat  there  waa  no  occafion  for  any  eitraordinary  eip 
otjooof  hnmanity  and  geiNrofity»tbovgh,hadthercbcenoccaaoo,it  would  90t 

have  been  wanting. 


1  o6  Statifikal  Account 

faioy  dlmftte.  There  sre  few  peats  fold^  as  people  generaBjr 
endeavour  to  make  their  own ;  but  when  they  are,  die  ordi- 
»arj  price  is  from  3o  d.  to  as*  the  cart,  according  to  the  time 
thej  are  bought,  in  harreft  or  fpriag.  The  oart  may  fur- 
nifii  X  fire,  to  an  ordinary  family,  for  5  or  6  days. 

Chara&tr^  (^r— The  people^  in  general,  are  of  a  middling 
fize,  fquat,  and  pretty  ftrong  made,  though  not  very  remarkable 
for  extraordinary  ftrength.  They  are  from  5f  feet  to  5  £eet  10 
inches,  few  of  them  6  feet.  In  general,  they  are  difpoCed  to  indut 
try,  if  it  were  properly  direded.  They  are  little  attached  to  a 
mihury  life ;  but  when  induced  to  enter  into  the  fervice, 
they  have  turned  out  good  foldiers,  and  become  even  fond  of 
the  profeflion.  The  few  gentry  here,  live  genteelly,  wicbont 
being  extravagant*  The  other  clafs  of  the  inhabitants,  are 
economifts  from  nccefiity ;  their  only  luxury  being  a  little 
whiiky  occafionally,  which  excites  feme  mirth  and  glee* 
Their  general  ehara£ler,  however,  is  fobriety.  They  com- 
plain of  a  difficulty  in  making  up  their  rents,  and  confequeot- 
)y,  they  mnft  pinch  themfelves  in  fome  of  the  comforts,  or 
even  neceiTaries,  of  life  j  yet,  upon  the  whole,  they  feem 
cheerful  and  contented. 

I)ifad^aniagei.'^The  writer  of  this  article  will  uot  pre* 
fum^  to  fay,  whether  the  rent  of  farms  here,  may  or  may  not 
be  tdo  high ;  but  he  will  venture  to  aflert,  that  the  proprietors 
of  arable  farms,  do  not  put  them  in  that  condition,  which 
would  enable  the  tenant  to  make  the  mod  of  them.  They  are 
indeed  generally  ioclofed,  as  to  their  limits  or  boundaries  with 
the  neighbouring  farms,. but  all  within,  is  one  great  open. 
The  leafes  given,  being  only  from  7  to  9  years,  and  fome 
even  fliotter,  are  confidercd  as  a  difcouragement  to  improve- 
ment.    Few  of  the  fniall  tenets  of  arable  farms  here,  can  af- 
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fbjrd  to  lay  out  much  monej  upon  their  farms  \  but  even  if 
anj  of  tbem  fliould  have  the  fpirit,  to  laj  out  part  of  theic 
timeapd  labour,  iu  improving  a  piece  of  land,  which  other- 
wife  might  be  of  little  value,  from  the  profped  of  advan- 
tage to  themfelves,  though  not  immediate,  upon  looking  for- 
ward, he  is  difcouragcdf  as  he  finds  his  leafe,  before  he  had 
time  to  put  his  farm  in  order,  drawing  near  an  end  ^  and  thus 
the  fruit  of  his  labour,  from  which. he  might  have  apj  reti^rn 
faimfelf^  is  to  be  conveyed  to  another,  for  a  trifle  of  more  rent. 
For  a  or  3  years,  therefore,  befpre  the  end  of  the  leafe,  the  tenant 
does  aothing  but  what  brings  an  immediate  return.  The  leafe 
being  fo  fliort,  makes  the  return  of  thefe  periods  frequent, 
which  muft  hurt  the  farms  confiderably,  and  confequentlj 
the  proprietors  themfislves,  ultimately.  Another  circum- 
ilance,  which  is  confidered  as.  unfavourable  to  improvement^ 
is,  the  croudiag  many  tensmts  upon  one  farm ;  4,  6,  and  8. 
It  is  well  known,  that  no  w.ork,  under  the  maaagemeat  of 
many,  where  every  one  claims  an  equal  (hare  in  the  direction^ 
can  go  fmoothly  on.  Different  opinions  may  occafion  fome 
obflruSioa,  efpecially  if  aoy  thing,  out  of  the  common  trad, 
is  to  be  done.  By  this  obfervation,  it  is  not  meant  to  put 
the  farms  into  fewer  hands  \  but  to  divide  them,  and  for  the 
moft  part  to  have  but  one  on  each  poileflion  ;  and  when  they 
happen  to  be  larger,  two.  This  would  bring  oa  a  confiderafale 
outlay;  yet  might  form  a  fource  of  more  fure  income  to  the  pro* 
prietor,  and  greater  comfort  to  the  tenant.  This  divifien  has 
been  found  very  ufeful  in  other  parts  of  Argyll-ihire« 

MifciUaneims  OlfirvaHtms. — ^This  not  being  a  commercial 
country,  money  is  flow  in  its  circulation ;  fo  that  there  can 
be  no  indncement  for  a  Jew  to  refide  in  it.  All  the  inhabit- 
ants»  except  a  ibepherds,  are  natives  of  this  and  the  neigh- 
hottring  pariihes.    Such  difputes  as  require  the  invefligation 
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of  hwyert,  are  generaUy  Tettled  at  Inveraray,  before  the  ihe- 
riff  of  the  county,  and  fometimes  at  Edinburgh. 

This  pariih,  and  indeed  the  whole  of  the  country,  is  hap- 
pily free  from  thofe  diftradions,  which  feem  to  attend  the  di- 
vifions  and  fubdiviiions,  with  regard  to  religious  tenets  ana 
church  government,  which  prevail  too  much  in  difierent  parts 
of  Scotland.    Here,  all  are  of  the  Eftablifiied  Church. 

In  the  year  1782,  when  the  fcarcity  of  meal  became  general 
in  the  country,  though  felt  here  very  much,  yet  there  was  no 
abfdute  want,  the  proportion  which  fell  to  this  parifli,  of 
the  meal  given  by  the  Society  for  the  Support  of  the  Poor, 
being  ibid  at  Inveraray. — ^There  have  been  only  3  families, 
during  thefe  30  years,  who  have  emigrated  to  North  America- 
Some  young  men  and  women,  go  yearly  to  ferve  in  the  Low 
Country,  merely  in  expedation  of  higher  wages,  though 
they  generaUy  return  within  a  year  or  two.  A  confiderable 
number,  particularly  of  the  cotter  dafs,  go  to  the  harvefl ; 
fome  as  far  as  the  Lothians.  Three  families,  this  year,  have 
gone  to  the  cotton  work,  and  fome  others  fpeak  of  following 
them,  though  it  feems  to  be  with  reluftance,  as  they  confider 
the  employment  to  be  rather  unfavourable  to  health,  having 
formerly  led  an  adive  life. — ^The  language  commonly  fpoken, 
is  the  Gaelic,  which  is  the  native  tongue,  though  the  Engliih  is 
generally  a  little  underfiood  even  by  the  common  peojde,  and 
fpoken  by  many*. — ^There  is  no  market  for  butcher  meat. 

Such 

*  The  derivBtioD  of  the  natnet  of  placet  ieemi  to  bo  firom  the  Oselie,  tod  to 
orig|i»te  from  fome  adftntigc  or  diftdftntage  pocoliar  to  the  phve,  whether 
with  regard  to  foil  or  etpofure,or  any  other  particohr  circumftance.  The  iitua- 
tion  of  the  farm  hoitfes,  feems  to  haTe  given  munet  to  many  pUcea,  whether  at  the 
foot  or  top  of  ahill,  in  aflat  or  ahilly  part,by  ariferorlbimtain  :  For  infiance, 
AttMatm^  the  field  by  the  hill,  or  moontain;  Jeisdnrm^  the  crooked  field; 
dtmhmrMf  the  glen  by  the  cairn  $  7jjr6-«-c&iiT,  the  honle  by  the  great  ftooe  or 
rock ;  AtUmttam^  the  field  by  the  ifland ;  JBmma,  the  hilly  place ;  CySnwiV,  at  the 
footcrbacfcof  ohill,^.    Thers  ars  nany  fimilar  to  thde,  though  the  aame* 
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Such  as  deal  in  that  kind  of  provlfioo,  muft  daughter  for 
themfdvesy  this  being  a  fpecies  of  luzurj,  which  the  ordinary 
cbis  of  tenants  cannot  afford  to  indulge  in« — ^The  wages  of  a 
common  day  labourer,  at  hufbandrj,  road  making,  or  any 
other  work  b  that  way,  is  from  1  s.  to  14  d. ;  taylors,  8  d. 
and  their  Tifiuals ;  fhoemakers,  6  d. ;  houfe  carpenters  and  nuu 
fbn$,are  generally  paid  by  the  piece,  but  when  by  the  day,  from 
20 d.  to  as.  without  TiAuals.  A  married  day  labourer, 
with  3  or  4  children,  would  confider  10  L  as  a  good  pro« 
fped  for  a  year's  fubfiftence,  with  fome  potatoes.— .The 
pxeient  wages  would  give  that  profped,  but  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  weather  occafions  much  loft  time*.— No  manu- 
fadures,  properly  fo  called,  are  carried  on:  There  may  be 
fbme  fpinning  and  knitting,  in  the  btervals  of  labour  by  bro- 
ken weather,  and  in  the  winter  nights;  and  alfo  dreffing  fmall 
parcels  of  lint,  by  the  common  people ;  but  thefe  are  princi- 
paUy  for  the  ufe  of  their  families*  There  are  no  other  man^• 
fa&ures,  except  awhiiky  diftillery. — ^Property  has  undergone 
little  change  for  a  century  back,  till  of  late  that  an  eftate  of  7 1 4L 
free  rent,  fold  at  35,0501. ;  and  another  Imall  property,  about 
a  years  ago,  at  nearly  the  lame  proportion* 

•f  naiij  other  placet,  to  one  who  hu  not  acquired  a  critical  knowledge  of 
that  language,  may  iSecm  arbitrarf ,  as  no  obviotts  connexion  appears  with  re- 
gard to  fitoation,  or  any  otheffch'amiihnce. 

*  Tho  prices  of  labour,  and  other  things,  about  40  or  50  yean  ago,  cannot 
be  alccrtained  by  any  written  record ;  yet  there  are  many  people  who  remem« 
ber  tbeie  periods  well,  and  the  common  prices  of  the  times,  baring  had  frequent 
occafioo  to  pay  tbcm.  Aboot  the  year  1745,  cowslbid  from  15  s.  to  30s.,  equal 
to  thole  of  4  L  and  5I.  in  theprefeat  timet;  nor  was  there  any  great  rile,  for  le- 
viral  yean  after  that  period  $  (beep,  firom  s  t.  idtojs;  cheefe  mnch  the  (ame 
by  ibe  fiooe,  being  then  7'd.  per  ib. ;  butter.  Id.  The  ordinary  wages  of  female 
IcrranlK  by  the  year,  was  la  merks;  of  male  femncs,  from  14  merkt  to  30  s. 
of  taykn,  tbe  beft  of  them  4d.  a  day,  and  their  riduals ;  and  of  other  tradef> 
mco  in  prtportion.  Meal  (eems  to  be  the  artick,  which  has  undergone  the  leaft 
cbuige,4ar  tbeie  30  years  back ;  thon^  ^wiable  in  itt  price,  yet  it  is  generaOy 
lraBii4t.toi6t.  thebolL 
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\.  PARISH  OF  AUCHTERTOUL. 

(jCottttty  qnd  Syw>d  of  Fife — Prejbytcry  of  Kirkcaldy.) 
By  the  Mev.  Mr.  John  Scott. 


Name^  Eiitem  and  ProfpeS. 

'AtlCilTER  is  faid  to  be  an  Erfe  word,  fignlfjing  a  height; 
'  and  toul^  or  tool^  feeins  to  be  a  corroptlon  of  7^^/,  the  name 
hj  which  a  fmall  ftream  of  water,  that  rifes  in  the  pariih,  aod 
rttf^' into  the  fea  toward  the  eaft,  is  diftinguifhed.  Thjis 
Amchtertoul  feems  to  fignify  the  heights,  or  higher  grounds 
tpon  the  Teel.  The  parifli  is  about  2  miles  in  length,  and  z 
mile  in  breadth.  There  is  a  fmall  tillage  in  the  pariih,  and 
the  church  is  iituated  about  half  an  tlngliih  mile  to  the  weft 
pf  it.  .^  The  ground  about  the  church  and  manfe  is  elevated 
fnd  commanding,  and  takes  in  a  fine  view  of  the  fea  to  the 
eaft,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  ^mprehending  in  it,  the 
lAto  of  Maj,  the  Bafs,  North-Berwick  Law,  and  a  point  of 
the  Lothian  coafi,  which  ftretches  a  confiderable  waj  into  the 
fea. 

Surface  and  5of/«— The  furfaoe  of  the  ground  is  yery  um» 
equal,  and  varied  with  eminences  and  little  hills,  which  canfes 
a  9oniiderable  difference  in  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  foil ; 
the  land  being  light  and  thin  towards  the  tops  of  the  rifing 
^  grounds, 
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^roimd?y.  mid  rither  and  deeper  as  jou  defcend.  The  foil  is 
lijgbtrifr^b'.  and'  open  ;  and  fuch  parts  of  it,  as  have  a  wa'^rm 
fontfaerii'  expdfnre,  are  of  a  good  quality :  But  the  groifnd  to- 
ward the  N.  W.  end  of  the  pariib,  is  of  a  worfe  nature, 
being  a  four,  wet,  clajey  foil,  and  better  fitted  for  pafinre 
than  for  cultivation*  A  few  acres,  in  the  neighbourhood,  are 
covered  with  heath,  and  a  few  are  foft  and  marfiij.  Thefe  laft 
have  occafionallj  been  burnt,  and  for  a  or  3  years  afterwards 
produced  good  crops  ;  but  they  are  not  of  fuch  a  quality  as 
to  render  them  fit  for  the  purpofes  of  general  cultivation,  or 
prodndive  for  any  length  of  time.  Several  of  the  faces  and 
tops  of  the  hills  and  rifing  grounds,  are  interfperfed  and  cover- 
ed with  whins,  which  render  them  not  only  unfit  for  cultiva- 
tion, but  of  a  trifling  value  even  for  pafture.  If  thefe  were 
inclofed  and  planted,  they  would  both  ferve  to  give  a  warmth 
and  ihelter  to  the  neighbouring  ground  (things  v^rj  much 
wanted  in  this  climate),  and  tend  greatly  to  improve  and 
beautify  the  face  of  the  country,  by  giving  it  a  more  romantic 
and  pidurefque  appearance.  Some  gentlemen,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, are  beginning 40  plant  a  little  on  their  eftates*  The 
plan,  however,  is  making  but  a  flow  progrefs. 

Minerals. — ^There  are  both  free-ftone  and  lime-ftone  ia  the 
parifli ;  but  none  of  them  are  wrought.  The  tenants,  how- 
ever, have  liberty  from  the  Earl  of  Moray,  the  proprietor, 
to  ufe  as  much  of  the  lime-flone  as  they  pleafe,  for  manure 
to  their  lands  ;  a  circumftance  which  is  of  material  advantage 
to  them*  The  ground  is  moftly  inclofed,  partly  with  ftoae 
dikes,  and  partly  with  hedges. 

Ciimati  anifTiLii^.— -The  parifli  of  Auchtertoul,  is  about  5 
miles  diflanc  from  the  fliore  to  the  eaft,  and  4  to  the  foath« 
In  confequence  of  this  fituation,  the  air  is  reckoned  good  and 
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bealthj ;  being  oeidier  (b  near  the  fea,  as  to  render  It  too 
thin  and  penetrating,  nor  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  it,  as  to 
Xfx^tx  it  thick  and  uawholefome.  There  is  only  one  imall 
lake  iA  the  parifli  (Camilla  Locb)^  in  which  there  are  fome 
peich.  The  lake  takes  its  name  from  the  old  houie  of  Ca« 
milla*,  adjacent  to  it;  which  was  fo  called  afier  one  of  the 
Counteffes  of  Moray,  whofe  name  was  Campbell. 

Po/tf/9^»/i— -With  refpeft  to  the  ancient  ftate  of  the  popu- 
lation, it  cannot  be  exadly  afcertaioed.  But  from  the  regifter 
of  marriages  and  baptifms,  which  extends  as  far  back  as  the 
year  1675,  compared  with  the  regifters  that  are  kept  at  pre* 
feot,  it  appears  to  have  been  formerly  coniiderably  more  po- 
pulous than  it  is  now.  This  feems  owing  to  the  pra&ice  of 
nnitmg  farms,  which  has  taken  place  here,  as  well  as  in  many 
other  parts  of  the  country.  What  ofed  formerly  to  be  2  or  3 
farms,  is  now  thrown  into  i,  and  rented  by  the  fame  tenant; 
fo  that  the  number  of  families  in  the  parilh,  is  thereby  de- 
creafed  ^  and  as  there  is  no  trade  or  manut'adures  carried  on 
in  the  village,  to  draw  the  people  in  from  the  counjtry,  the 
population  is  coniiderably  diminiihed.  Since  1755,  that  di- 
minution has  amounted  to  55,  the  population,  at  prefent,  being 
334,  and  according  to  Dr.  Webller's  return,  having  been  389 
fouls.    This  tafte  for  enlargbg  aad  uniting  farms,  which 

feems 

*  Its  tDcient  name  wm  Hallyardt^  when  it  belongtd  to  the  family  of  the 
Skenes.  It  it  laid  to  have  been  the  rendesvous  of  the  Fife  lairdt  at  the  rebellion 
in  the  year  17x5.  When  James  Vth  of  Scotland  was  on  his  road  to  the 
palace  of  Falkland,  after  the  defeat  of  his  army  on  the  Engliih  border,  under 
the  command  of  OliTer  Sinclair,  his  favourite,  he  lodged  all  night  in  the  houfe 
of  Hallyards,  as  he  pafled,  where  he  was  courteoufly  received  by  the  JLady  of 
Grange,  **  mm  MtUni  and  gtHk  wustmui*  as  Knox  calls  her.  It  ieema  then  t» 
have  belonged  to  the  KirkdMies  of  Onmge,  a  family  of  oonfiderablc  note  in  the 
hifiory  of  Scotland.    It  is  now  a  ruin. 
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ftems  to  be  on  the  incretfe  dironghout  Scotland,  will  perhaps, 
ereotoallj,  be  unfavonrable  to  the  population  of  the  country, 
and  moft  ondoubtedlj  to  the  perfonal  charaftcr  and  morah  of 
its  inhabitants.  It  forces  the  people  from  die  aftive,  hetlthy 
emplo/aieats  of  a  countrj  life,  to  take  refuge  in  manufafiur. 
log  towns  and  populous  cities,  which  maj  literally  be  faid  to 
lie  the  graves  of  the  human  fpecies.  It  is  accordinglj  ob« 
ferred,  of  towns  in  general,  and  of  large  manufaAuring  towns 
in  particular,  that  the  inhabitants  are  of  a  more  ficklj  and 
delicate  appearance,  than  their  neighbours  in  the  country. 
This  maj  arife  from  the  operation  of  various  caufes.  From 
the  fedentary  life,  to  which  they  are  accaftomed,  which  en« 
ervates  and  enfeebles  the  conftitution  ;  from  the  impure  and 
unwbokfbme  air,  which  they  are  conftantly  breathing ;  and 
above  all,  firom  the  habits  of  diffipation  and  profligacy,  which 
are  always  too  certainly  contraded^  in  ally  great  concourfe  of 
people«  And,  as  it  is  from  towns  like  thefe,  that  our  armies 
and  navies  ate  moftly  fupplied  with  recruits,  it  is  eafy  to  lee» 
bow  ill  fitted,  meOf  of  fncb  a  defeription  and  mode  of  life,  will^ 
in  time,  become  fet  defending  the  liberties  and  deareft  rights 
of  their  fellow  Gitiaens,  and  enduring  the  watchings,  the 
dangers  aUd  the  t»fls«  which  are  incident  to  the  profeffions  of 
the  ibldier  and  the  lailor.  It  was  the  fame  body  of  men,  that, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Tbrafymenui^  and  the  Aufidus^.  humbled 
the  pride  of  the  Roman  eagle,  and  empurpled  the  field  with 
patrician  blood,  who  were  afterwards  routed  on  the  plains  of 
Zama^  though  ftill  fighting  under  a  leader  the  foremoft  in  the 
world,  wliofe  very  name  w&s  almoft  fufficient  to  fecure  htm 
of  vi&ory.  But  the  luxuries  of  Saguntum^  according  to  the 
Roman  hiftorian  *,  had  enervated  and  enfeebled  the  vidorious 
CartiiagiaiaoSy  and  rendered  them  an  unequal  match  for  the 
baidy  RooMins,  over  whom  they  had  fo  often  triumphed. 
Vol.  VIII.  P  Evils 
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Evils  like  thefe,  may  not  indeed  be  very  fenfiblj  perceived 
or  felt,  for  a  confiderable  time :  But,  though  their  operatioa 
may  be  flow,  yet  it  will  not,  on  that  account,  be  the  le(s  cer- 
tain ;  nor  the  lefs  to  be  dreaded  in  its  tendency  and  con(e« 
quences,  as  an  accelerator  of  national  weaknefs  and  decline. 
But  in  our  ardour  to  extend  our  manufadures  and  our  com- 
merce, and  thereby  to  multiply  the  delicacies  and  luxuries  of 
life,  SIS  well  as  to  increafe  our  tafte  and  defire  for  the  ufc  of 
them,  we  perhaps  but  too  readily  forget,  that  human  nature 
is  but  too  liable  to  temptation  and  corruption,  and  that  infirmity 
of  body,  and  depravity  of  mind,  are,  fooncr  or  later,  the  al« 
mod  certain  confequencea  of  every  great  aflemblage  of  our 
fpecies.  We  perhaps  but  too  readily  forget,  that  the  profpe- 
rity,  the  (lability,  and  the  glory  of  nations,  do  not  confift  fo 
much  in  the  ti;#a//i&,-*^o,  nor  even  in  the  numbers^  of  their 
inhabitants — as  in  their  political,  their  military,  and  their 
perfonal  charader  and  virtues  ;— as  in  the  penetration  and  the 
depth  of  mind,  which  they  are  able  to  difplay,  in  difcovering 
where  their  true  interefts  lie ;  in  the  promptitude  and  the 
ardour,  with  which  they  are,  at  all  times,  prepared  to  guard 
and  to  defend  their  rights  j  and  in  the  pradice  of  thofe  private 
and  public  virtues,  which  are  alike  conducive  to  the  welfare 
and  liability  of  kingdoms,  and  the  perfeftion  and  aggrandife- 
ment  of  the  fpecies. 

The  prefent  ilate  of  the  population,  and  the  divifion  of 
the  inhabitants,  in  this  diftri^l,  is  pretty  nearly  aa  follows  : 

Number  of  feuli,       -  -  334  <Miunber  from  so  to  jd,        -  140 

—^  of  males,        r  -  148                               50  to  70,        •  43 

■  of  females,  -  tS6  __—  70  to  lOO,        -  ze 

■  in  the  village,  -  431  __  ©f  farmers,  -  9 

■  in  the  country,        -       103         Average  immber  of  their  famiHes,   9 

■  under  10  years  of  age,      S9         Nomber  of  male  fenrants,  indud- 

■  ■■    ■     frteaiotoad,       -       5*  ingcotters,  *        .  3« 
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Number  of  female  iKtto,       -  14 

.    .           of  day  laboorert,        -  8 

— — -  of  wrights,            •  % 

— —  of  fmiths,             •  I 

■  of  (hocmakers,  -  i 
',             o£  uil^n^              -  % 

■     ■  of  millen, "            -  j 

——  of  brewefs,            -  X 

■  of  innkeepers,  -  a 
— — -  of  bakers,  -  X 
—— of  weavers',  -  17 
Viimbcr  of  ezamiDableperfons  of 

tbe  Eflabltihed  Church,  ioj[ 

— —  rf  Secedcrt,  •  ^o 
The  proportion  between 

bachelors  and 

married  men,  b 

at       -        -         36^049 


Theproportion  between  the 
annual  births  afid  the 
population,  is,  as  -  2010334 
—  between  the  annual 
'marriages  and  the  po- 
lation,  as  -  -  -  310334 
£ach  marriage,  at  an  average, 

pjoduces  children,  .-  j 

Annual  average  of  births^  xo 

'  of  marriages,  -  3 

I  of  deaths,  as  nearly 

as  can  be  coUeded,  •  4 

dumber  of  inhabited  houfes 

in  the  parifh,        -        -  So 

Average  number  of  perfons 

in  each  houfe,  -  -  -  4 
The  population,  in  X  755 ,  was  389 
Pecreafe,        r  -        -  iJ? 


FroduBioHs,  jigriculture^  %3c. — There  is  no  map  of  the 
pariih ;  but,  ia  as  far  as  can  be  afcertained,  there  are  in  it 
from  1700  to  1 8  CO  acres ;  which  are  laid  out  nearly  as  follows  : 

lo  pafiure^          -  1x35  In  turnips  and  cabbage,  56 

r— fown  grafs,         -  no  -- peafe,         -          -  14 

—  oaU.         -         -  293  — flax,          -            -  I J 

—  barlej,         •  -       81  —  meadow,         -          -  4J 

_  wheat,        -        -         33 

P  2  There 


•  The  reafoD,  woy  there  is  fo  much  greater  proportion  of  weavers  in  the 
parifli,  than  of  any  other  trade,  is,  the  weaving  manufadures,  whicii  are  carried 
on,  in  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Kirkcaldy  and  Link-town  of  /ibbotihall.  It  is 
from  chcfe,  that  the  greateft  part  of  our  weavers  receive  their  employment ;  and 
it  M  this,  which  draws  in  fo  many  of  them  to  fettle  in  the  village.  A  great 
part  €»f  the  women  t0o,  who  refide  in  the  village,  are  employed  in  fpinning 
lint  to  the  fame  manufaAuries.  They  fpin  on  the  two-handed  wheel,  and  are 
able  to  cam  from  6fl*  to  Sd.  per  day,  according  to  their  particular  alertne(s  and 
dexterity. 
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There  are  poftnred  in  the  parilhi 
Sheep.        -  *        106      Catde,        -f  <-        33^ 


There  are  uled  in  agricalture. 


Carts,         ^  »         a4      Ploughs, 


ao 


There  is  one  threOiing  machine  lately  ere&ed. — ^The  ftik  of 
Tanning  is,  in  general,  carried  on  after  the  new  plan  of  huf- 
bandiy,  and  is  much  improved  of  late  years*  Thi<  (eems 
chiefly  owing  to  the  imroduftion  of  fown  grafs,  cabbage  and 
turnips.  The  former  fcrves  to  give  reft  and  foliditj  to  the 
foil,  and  prepares  it  for  the  produftion  of  future  crops;  the 
latter  cleanfes  and  pulverifes  it,  and  opens  it  to  receive  the 
influences  of  the  fun  and  air,  the  great  quiekeners  and  foftcr<« 
era  of  vegetation*  The  hay,  thus  raifed,  is  fold,  at  an  ave- 
rage, about  4  d.  per  ftone,  and  brings,  a  good  profit  to  the 
farmer.  Cattle  are  brought  into  the  houfe,  fome  time  be** 
tween  Michaelmas  and  Martinmas,  and  fed  on  turnips  for  i^ 
vend  months,  when  they  are  fold  to  the  butcher,  about  the 
end  of  winter,  or  beginning  of  fpring.  This  pradice,  inde- 
pendent of  the  advantage,  which  the  ground  receives,  by  pre- 
paring  it  for  the  turnips  and  cabbage,  together  with  the  weed*^ 
ing  and  hoeing  which  are  afterwards  given  it,  and  independ- 
ent of  what  profit  is  to  be  made  of  the  cattle,  which  are  fome- 
times  bought  cheap,  and  fold  dear,  gives,  moreover,  a  great 
command  of  dung  to  enrich  the  reft  of  the  land ;  a  circnm* 
llance  qf  capital  importance  to  the  country  farmer,  who  canf 
not  find  manure  to  buy  \  and  which  is,  of  itfdf,  perhapS| 
fuflicient  to  recommend  the  feeding  of  cattle,  although  few 
other  advantages  attended  it. 

The  land  is  generally  plowed  with  a  horfes  ;  except  where 
it  is  wet  or  fteep,  when  3  are  ufed.  Qut  ther#  is  a  dtvifioo 
of  Qpinion  as  (o  the  u(e  gf  the  new  and  the  old  plough ;  foate 
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preferring  the  onct  and  fame  the  other.  It  is  however  likdji 
that  the  new  will  fooo  become  the  moft  preyalent.<i-i-.The  pa« 
riflft.docf  more  than  fupply  itlelf  with  proviiions. 

Cbmrcb^  ficc-— .The  Earl  of  Moray  is  patron  )  and  to  that 
noble  lord  the  whole  parifh  belongs,  esceptiog  i  farm,  which 
is  the  property  of  William  WemyCi,  Efq.  of  Wemj&.  Nei« 
ther  of  the  heritors  refide  in  the  pariih.  ^  The  ftipend  is,  53 
bolls  3  firlots  of  meal;  a 6  holla  3  firlots  i  peck  af  lippies  of 
bear ;  and  1 50  marks  in  money.  The  manfe  has  been  lately 
repaired.  The  church  is  old  ;  but  it  cannot  be  afcertained 
when  it  was  built.    The  glebe  is  fmall% 

8ch0oh,r*-Thit  fchoolmafter's  (alsry  is  too  merks.  The 
cnnoal  average  number  of  fcholars  is  about  25;  The  fchool 
wages  are  1  s.  per  quarter  for  reading,  and  x  s.  6  d.  for  writ* 
ing  and  arithmetic.  The  fchoolmafter  is  alfo  feffion-clerk. 
The  appdntments  for  this  are  133. 6d.  Sterling  of  falary;  with 
t^  perquifites  on  marriages,  viz.  5  s.  for  feuers  and  tenants ; 
imd  3  $r  6  d.  for  fervants  and  houfeholders.  The  records  of 
the  feffion  extend  as  far  back  as  the  year  1670. 

It  is  truly  amazing,  that  fo  ufeful  and  laborious  a  body  of 
B,  as  the  fchoolmafters  of  Scotland,  ihould,  in  general,  be 
only  fo  poorly  appointed  in  falaries,  but  oppofed  fo  keen* 
ly  by  the  gentlemen  of  landed  property,  in  their  attempts  to 
better  their  fitiiation.  If  it  be  chiefly  owing  to  education, 
that  man  is  rendered  fuperior  to  the  animals  around  him,  and 
pue  man  to  another ;  if  it  be  a  principal  mean  of  aclvancing 
bis  happinefa  and  bell  mterefls,  both  in  this  world,  and  that 
which  is  to  come  ;  if,  moreover,  in  a  political  view,  it  opens 
the  mind  to  a  fenie-of  the  advantages  and  bleffings,  which  men 
derive  froaa  order  and  good  government,  in  oppofition  to 
aaarchy  and  confofioni  and  renders  a  nation  lef$  apt  to  be 

mifled 
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mifled  or  convuUed,  by  defigning  tod  fedidcms  men  \  if  th^ 
rife  and  the  fall  of  kingdoms,  have,  in  all  ages,  been  chieflj 
produced  by  moral  caufes  ;  and  if  the  morak,  the  opiniona, 
and  the  behaviour  of  men,  be  intimately  conneded  with  the 
inftruftions  they  receive,  and  the  principles  they  imbibe, 
during  their  ^arly  years ;— if  thefe  things  be  fo,  the  inftmc* 
tion  and  ednpation  of  youth  ought  certainly  to  be  reckoned  a 
matter  of  primary  concern,  in  every  well  regulated  ftate  $ 
more  efpecially  by  thofe,  who  fit  at  the  helm  of  government, 
and  are  entrufied  with  the  management  of  public  affairs.  Bat 
how  is  it  poffible,  that  the  purpofes  of  public  inflruftion 
Ihould  be  properly  attained,  in  the  prefent  fituatioa  of  many 
of  our  fchoolmafttrs,  with  refpeft  to  falaries  and  appoint- 
ments ?  Is  it  in  troth  to  be  expeded,  that  any  perfon,  who 
has  been  at  the  expence  of  an  education,  fufficient  to  qualify 
him  for  being  a  teacher  and  inftruftor  of  youth,  fliould  be* 
take  himfelf '  to  that  irkfome  and  laborious  profeffion,  when 
the  emoluments  are  fo  poor,  (in  countlry  pariAies  efpecially, 
where  the  fchool  wages  are  (mail,  and  there  is  no  opportunity 
of  raifipg  a  large  fchool),  as  to  be  inferior  tothe  wages  of  a 
day  labourer,  or  a  common  fervant  ?  The  time  will  certainly 
come,  when  the  eyes  of  the  nation  will  be  opened  to  their 
own  heft  interefts,  as  well  as  to  thofe  of  their  fellow  creatures  ) 
^nd  this  ufeful  body  of  men  will  be  placed  in  circumftances, 
more  likely  to  enfure  the  great  ends  of  education,  and  public 
inllruAion,  both  to  individuals,  and  the  community* 

Poor .p— The  number  of  perfons  receiving  charity,  at  pre- 
fent, is  6;  and  they  are  fupplied  by  the  feiEon,  as  their  fitua- 
tion  and  necei&ties  feem  to  require.  The  annual  average 
amount  of  contributions  at  the  church  door,  is  4 1. ;  the 
money  received  for  the  ufe  of  the  mort-cloth,  and  fines  for. 
irregular  marriages,  3 1. ;  and  there  is  a  fund  of  about  80  L 
leift  opt  at  intereft. 


of  AuchttrtouU  Ii^ 

MifceBaneous  Obfervations. ^^The  parifli'  Is  fuppUed  with 
coals  from  the  neighbouring  pariih  of  Auchterderran  :  The 
diftance  may  be  from  2  to  3  miles.  The  price  is'18  d.  for  as 
manj  as  2  borfes  can  eafily  draw  on  a  cart ;  and  the  fame 
film  for  driving  them  home.— There  is  i  public  road  goes 
throogh  the  pariih  from  £.  to  W.  It  is  kept  in  repair  by  the 
ftatute  labour.  Each  plough  of  land  pays  to  it  annually  loa* 
Sterling ;  half  a  plough  pays  5  s.,  and  downward  in  the  fame 
proportion.  Each  houfeholderi  not  on  the  poor's  roll,  pays 
18  d.  annually .^-Both  men  and  women  fervants  wages  have 
rifen  greatly  of  late.  Men  fervants  ufed  to  get  61.  Sterling 
for  the  year ;  and  women,  al.  xos. .«  But  a  man  fervant,  now, 
receives  81.;  and  a  woman  3  L,  for  the  year.  The  caufe  of 
this  fudden  rife  in  the  wages,  is  the  manufafiures,  which 
are  carrying  on  in  the  fca  coaft  towns,  together  with  the  re« 
pairing  and  making  the  roads  through  the  country,  which 
employ  a  great  number  of  hands,  and  render  fervants  fcarce 
as  well  as  dear.  A  day  labourer's  wages  are  14  d.  or  15  d. 
per  day. 
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be  well  ftocked  with  falmon  ;  but  dace  die  ereftioa  of  a  dam 
at  Bothwell»  for  the  ufe  of  a  cotton  mill|  few  get  ap,  bat  ia 
high  floods.  Some  faint  attempti  have  been  made  to  get  tbis 
grievance  redrelTed  ;  bat  as  yet  they  have  been  ineSeCtuaL 

As  this  parifli  is  not  much  encumbesed  with  mairSf  mofles 
and  mountains,  it  is  mofllj  under  the  plough.  The  foil, 
however,  is  of  very  dijETerent  qualities  in  the  different  regions 
cf  the  dt(lri&9  On  the  river  Clydci  which  may  be  called 
the  iirft  and  lowed  region,  the  holm  ground  is  of  a  free  and 

^  fertile  n|turt»  producing  (as  it  is  faid  here),  **  meal  for 
,  com  */'  and  fometimes*  more.  But  on  the  banks  rifing  be- 
hind the  holms,  the  ground  is  deep,  and  the  foil  a  fine  md- 
low  clay,  many  yards  deep  ;  and  is  therefore,  in  general,  co« 
vered  witfaf  woods  and  orchards.  As  the  gronnd  riles  to  the 
eaft,  in  what  may  be  called  Ae  fecond  region,  the  foil  is  of 
a  clay  ({uality,  with  a  hard  bottom,  requiring  much  labour 
and  culture  to  render  it  produAive;  but,  when  attended  to, 
it  fttiBciently  repays  the  farmer's  induftry.  fn  the  middle,  or 
-third  region,  about  the  kirk,  and  the  eftates  of  Kirton  and 
Whitehall,  the  crofts  ure  naturally  rich  and  loamy,  though 
not  far  from  the  till.  But  the  more  diftant  fields  (the  *'  out'- 
JUUs^^va  they  are  here  called}^  though  plowed  ibmetimes  to  keep 

^  them  in  proper  pafture,  are  generally  ihallow  and  poor,  with 
a  bad  bottom,  and  very  uaprodu&iVe.  In  the  fourth  and 
fifth  fisgions,  the  foil,  even  in  the  out-ii^s,  becomea  n^ore 
-'^eep  and  earthy ;  yet,  being  in  fome  degree  ouxed  with  mofs, 
and  Kfs  ipourably  iituated  as  to  clin^te,  it  brings,  at  laft^ 
mnch  lefs  meal  into^the  granary,  and  lefs  money  into  the  poc- 
ket  of  the  farmer,  who  choof^s  to  keep  it  under  the 
plough* 

^That  id  tofaj,  aboU  of  oats,  gives  a  boll  of  meat. 
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jtgricMlturi^  Grafs^  Wr.— Of  late  jean,   the  manner  of  ^ 

fiirmiflg  here  is  very  miKh   changed  to  the  better.     Oa.tfie 
lower  aod  more  fertile  grounds,  the  gentlemea  farmers  have^ 
in  fome  meafure,  adopted  the  praftical  part  of  Lord  Raimes's 
fyftem,  fo  far  as  is  fuited  to  their  foil;  aod  make  alfo  much 
life  of  th^  initruments  of  huftandrj  prefcrlbed  bj  hiiA«     In 
thii  thej  fiiid  their  account :  jet  the  inferior  clafies  of  nrm^ 
crs  follow  them  but  at  a  diftance ;  for  being  unable  to  expend  0 
fo  mtich)  they  onlj  copj  the  more  eafjr  and  lefa  csfpeniive 
pafts  of  the  gentlemen's  etaniple^     So  far  as  they  go,  how-_^  ^ 
ever,  they  reap  great  advantage :  For  after  deriving  much  V 
benefit  from  a  prudent  rotation  of  crops,  they  are  -al^,  to  ^ 
lay  down  their  ground  in  proper  order,  and  to  draw  about  ^^  "* 
5 1.  Sterling  from  each  milk  cow  they  pafture,  and  fometimes 
more,  if  the  coW  is  fo  large  as  to  be  of  6 1.  or  7 1.  vidue.     In 
the  higher  parts  of  the  pariih,  the  chief  objeft  of  tfuUivalion 
ought  to  he  graft  ;  and  now,  in  general  it  is  fo  *• — The  milk 

<i,a  of 

*  Of  the  mode  of  grafs  fannmg,  io  the  fifth  and  higheft  Fegian  of  the  parifli^ «], 
the  foQowiog  plan  is  particularly  approved  ef.    The  farm  is  firft  drained  and  in- 
cJofcd,  and,  if  poffibic,  good  roads  are  made,  even  through  the  moft  fwampy  '  ^ 

parts  of  it.    Such  places  as  have  already  a  good  fward,  are  laid  dry  by  a  Jkeer    « 
feoAtr  plitu^  9  the  ruihes  are  ent,  and  the  £eld  top  ^^tA  with  lime  or  dung, 
or  both  t()getbcr.    To  bring  the  ground  to  a  proper  form,  a  certain  quantity  is 
brohc  op  ^h  year;  plowing  it  out  towards  the  furrow,  and  taking  a  crop  of 
oats.     Before  winter  fets  in,  all  that  llpintended  to  be  fallowed  next  ttimer,  is 
ribbed;  that  is,  every  third  furrow  is  turned  up.    This,  it  is  thought,  has  the 
double  adtantage,  of  opening  an  immenfe  number  of  drains  to  difcharge  the 
water,  aod  of  ezpofiog  the  ground  to  the  air  and  frofl.    During  fummer,  they 
cootione  to  throw  oat  occafionally  every  3d  furrow,  till  the  whole  is  plpwed  to  ^  ' 
the  level.    This  is  eailBd  rih-faUavt*    They  find,  they  can  work  it  at  all  times,  '■ 
and  in  nU  weathen  (froft  excepted),  as  the  faBow  is  alwayf  dry.    Laft)y«  they  « 

break  tt  acrofs  the  ribs,  and  draw  it  up  rwlte  into  llpight  ndg^es,  from  6  to  8 
leet  broad,  ^kking  care,  that  ^o  wate#  lodges  tn  any  payt  of  the  field.  They 
low  the  gronnd,  thus  fallowed,  with  oats  and  grafs  in  fpring ;  aa4  at  any  time 
dnriof  fmOBcr,  they  foW,  with  graft  alone,  fuch  parts  of  the  laud  as  will  ad-^ 
I  mit 
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of  their  cows,^  mixed  with  peafe-meal,  thej  ule  in  Seeding 
their  plough  horfes,  which  thej  find  does  verj  well,  and  is*  % 
great  faving  of  oats.  In  the  fpring,  thej  plant  as  many* 
young  treesy  as  thej  can  well  overtake,  to  raife  (belter  for 
their  high  laodb.  The  plan  mentioaed  in  the  note,  has  been  fol« 
lowed  on  a  very  ezteniive  farm,  which  was  cultivated  at  great 
cxpetke,  being  only  in  the  infancj  of  its  improvement.    The 

^fame  method  is,  in  fome  meafure,  adopted  bj  feveral 
farmers  iQ  the  neighbourhoods  It  muft,  however,  be  ob- 
fervcd,  in  regard  to  grafs  farms  in  general  in  the  higher 

^parts  of  the  parifh,  that,  to*  this  daj,  fome  are  managed 
as   ihey  were  centuries  ago ;    and  jtt^   that,  from  the  ad<» 

*^  vance  in  the  prices  of  cattle,  calves,  butter,  cheefe,  &c* 
0De  of  diieir  little  cows  will  bring  them  about  4!.  or 
4  1.  I  OS.  per  ann»  In  ihehigh  grounds,  therefore,  it  mny 
be/uppofttd,  that  thej  have  ii;K:>re  profit  bj  keeping  their 
grounds  in  grafs,  than  by  cultivating  oats,  fi(c.  But  though 
fheir  grain  is  of  a  bad  quality,  and  feldom  yields  more  than 
two  thirds  in  meal ;  y^  in  order  to  prevent  rulbes,  in  the 
wet  foils,  they  are  obliged  to  plough  every  3d  and  4tfa  year : 
And,  where  the  foil  is  drier,  they  find  it  neceifary  to  ploug|i 
every  5th  or  6th  year,  to  prevent  it  from)  running  into  heath. 
In  regard  to  the  rent  of  the  parilh,  it  has  nearly  doubled 
within  thefe  laft  30  years;  fome  fay  more  than  doubled; 
efpecially  in  thofe  places,  which  are  moft  favourably  iituated, 
in  pdliit  of  foil  and  climate. 

Farms^ 


% 


ttiit  of  it.  To  fonrifig  gnfii,  they  lay  dong  on  the  furface,  with  Ume  above  it ; 
^  then  fow  and  roll.  When  their  dung  it'exhaufted,  th^  harrow  in  the  Ume 
with  the  feed.  They  endeavour  to  raik  cabbage*,  carrots,  tumipt  and  poca* 
toes,  for  winter  {Mta%  \  yet  they  %,  they  prefer  the  poUtoea  to  the  tnmipa, 
after  a  fair  trial  of  ho^  Such  ^rts  of  their  fallow,  as  they  may  be  prevented 
from  fowing^  before  the  end  of  Augnft,  by  the  witnefs  of  the  fcafon,  they 
thro^  into  drills  of  4  fcf  t,  and  allow  to  remain  till  the  enfuing  fpring. 
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Farms^  Rents^  ^r-^The  i^psis  here,  aife  not  in  genenl 
large.  The  greatefi  corn  farms  are  rented  at  from  30 1.  to 
1301.  Sterling.  Unlefs  it  bfe  in  the  beft  holm  ground,  or 
near  the  village  of  Carluke  (where  the  people  pay  higher  for 
conveniencj),  thefirft  kind  of  croft  l^nd  pays  from  il.  to  il.  lOf  • 
Sterling  per  acre.  The  fecond  fort,  from  10  s.  to  153.  The 
beft  ont-*field  land  (unlefs  in  more  iheltered  fituationsM),  from  3s. 
to6s«;  and  the  word,  from  2s.  to  3  s.  The  traveller,  in 
pai&ng  through  this  parilh,  can  form  but  an  imperfefl  idea,  of 
the  quality  of  the  ground  in  genera],  as  the  public  roads  hap- 
pen to  be  carried  through  t1)e  moft  barren  and  uncultivated 
fields;  the  crofts  of  the  villages  of  Carluke  and  Ktllcaigow 
excepted.  Here  the  lands  are  rich  and  loamy,  and  the  crop 
generally  plentiful  and  luxuriant^  On  an  average,  the  land 
may  fell  here,  at  from  25  to  30  years  purchafe.  In  the  roll 
of  converfion  for  the  (latute  labour,  the  number  of  plough- 
gates,  as  they  are  here  called,  amount  to  about  68,  befidea 
cottagers,  &c.  As  to  fervices^  there  are  none  worth  mention* 
ing  required  of  the  tenants. 

Orri0ri£r«P— Fruit  /abounds  more  in  this  pariih,  than  any 
other  upon  the  Clyde,  or  perhaps  even  in  Scotland  *•  The 
orchards  in  this  diftrift,  extend  about  5  miles,  and  are  the 
property  of  many  different  proprietors.    They  comprehend, 

in 

*Tbe  foUoirijig  lid  contains  the  oamcB  of  the  .principal  apples  and  peart 
pt^wiDgberCy  though  there  are  many  other  kinds  of  fruit  trees,  not  difiingnilh- 
fd  bf  aoj  poLTticiilar  names* 


APPLES. 

£srly^9r  Summer 

jt^Us. 

Middle,  «f  Harvifi^, 

ZaUf  or  WiiUir. 

Jnactine 

White  Cluftcr 

Amher 

Queen  of  England 

Nonpareil 

ChncketEgg 

White  Lediag(on 

Green  Ledingtbn 

LaayAfpk 

Bloudheart 

Greyt>edtogton 

U&j'f 
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in  t&t  upwards  of  80  acres  of  land*  Many  natural  canfea 
fftay  be  affigned,  why  thu  pariik  (hoiild  be  fo  renarkaUe  for 
Ifs  fruit ;  particularly  the  following  :  ifi^  The  foil  at  the  bot« 
torn  of  the  banks/  being  a  pure  daji  feveral  yards  deep,  is 
iopte  favourable  for  fruit,  than  even  the  holm  ground  it* 
felf :  %dly^  The  holm  being  narrow,  and  the  banks  on  each 
fide  nigh  to  each  other,  the  heat  is  greatly  increaled»  by  the 
rayd  of  the  fun  being  reflefied  from  the  oppofite  banks:  ^diy^ 
The  banks  being  deep,  alkd  opening  often  into  bofoms,  afford 
It  (belter  by  nature,  which  no  art  could  ever  produce.  The 
/^advantage  arifes,  from  the* fortunate  expofure  to  the  S, 
atnd  S.  W.,  the  moft  favotqrable  that  this  country  can  poffiblj 
efljoy, . 


M^riy,  or  Simmer  J§fUt. 

Lady's  Lemmon 
STummer  Stnwberrf 
Millford 
American  Pippin 
KaflM 
Dtyly  Pippin 
Carrion,  Ac 


ArrLEi,  imtumt4* 

Dnmbarton  Pippin 

Whiftleberry 

Salmon 

Common  Codling' 

Lcmmop  Pippin 

Hamilton  Pippin 

MoDcricf 

Marrow 

tadjU  Fixiger,  &c. 


Xofr,  9r  JTarve/L 

Winter  Strawberry 
Golden  Pippid 
Pearmain  Apple 
Hathomden 
Maled  Apple 
Noofnch 
Green  Clufter 

Calendar 

Ely 

Fulwood  « 

Golden  Monday 
Grafs  Apple 
Redftreak 
Coal-houfe 
Caifierphan 
Sheep-head 
Carfe  of  Gowri6 
Parfe>mouth 

Royal  Codlin,  and  finrenl 
forts  of  Rnflets. 


PEARS. 
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V2^ 


ClimaUf  Dffeafes^  lic.—Tht  air  her^,  is  thought  t6  br  as 
pure  and  fidubri^us,  as  in  907  part  of  Scotlaod.  Hence  £bw 
epidemical  difiempers  have  prevailed  in  this  parifli,  even  wbea 
raging  in  other  places,  owing  perhaps  to  the  S.  and  S.  W* 
expofures,  and  the  quick  circuUtion  of  air,  which  our  fitna^ 
tion  muft  neceilarily  occafion.  There  are  man^  bftaaoes  of 
longevity  in  this  pariih.  There  were  3  in  the  fame  family, 
(a  brother  and  two  fitters),  all  above  80  years  of  age,  and 
alive  at  the  iame  time.  Two  died  lately  at  the  age  of  89,  and 
other  2,  who  bad  lived  to  the  advanced  period  of  99*  A  com« 
plete  year  elapfed,  not  long  ago,  without  the  death  of  a  full 
grown  perfon.  At  prefest,  there  are  feveral  people  living 
here,  all  above  the  age  of  80  *• 

Springj\ 


PEARS. 

Stmmn. 

Hurveji.         ^ 

•*   mnter. 

Faimaid 

Swan  Egg 

Muirfowl  Egg 

Cnwfiofd 

Corbodc 

Achan 

Janet 

Bergamot 

Grees  Pear  of  Pinkie 

Viccar 

W^iBter  Bcrgainot 

^IfUmmm 

Bnfh 

Winter  Warden 

Laaj-t  Un^ioii 

i;L»lgh 

Pear  Iron 

Kcdder 

Gray  Good»wif« 

Pear  Wilfon,  &c. 

Gold4cimp 

BUhop 

Miiiifter 

i.oDgovme 

Jarr-eU 

p*»rtu 

« 

FarrawQiw 

Graf  Honey 

8a0ron,&c. 

RoUiind,  &e* 

, 

*  ThcJIUc  Vaffioo.  within  thefe  few  yeaxa,  hai  proved  fatal  to  6  or  S  in  (lui 
pariih.  It  it  properw  mention,  that  injef^ions  have  proved  the  moft  efficacioua 
Kacdyjp  thit  difordcr.  A  yoong  man  lately,  who  had  been  afflided  with  it 
for  18  dayt,  and  «iery  dangerous  fymptom  had  appeared,  wat  entirely  relieved 
hy  tfic  fn^vcnt  ufe  of  them* 

J  Some 
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Spriftgff  Minerals f  Hills f  (^r.— There  is  do  river  or 
fticam,  of  any  confidenible  fise,  the  ClTde  oulj  excepu 
cd,  along  the  banks  of  which  the  parifli  lies  for  4  or  5 
miles.  There  are  a  few  mineral  fprings,  which  are 
thought  to  be  ferviceable  in  curing  the  fcnrvy,  ftooaachic 
complaints,  ftc.  Calcined  metals,  and  petri&^  vegetables, 
are  fionnd  ia  different  quarters;  but  there  are  no  remark^ 
able  volcanic  appearances.--^*Coal  abounds  evety  inhere. 
In  general,  however,  the  ftrata  which  have  been  as  jet  dif^ 
covered^  are  thin,  not  exceeding  26  or  30  inches.  In  one 
quarter  of  the  parifli,  indeed,  moftlj  belonging  to  the  Earl  of 
Hyndfordf  there  is  one  vein,  or  rather  fevend  rich  veins, 
frem  7  to  10  feet  deep.  Free-done,  lime  and  iron-ftonei  are 
found,  almoft  in  every  part  of  it. — There  is  no  eminence 
meriting  the  name  of  mountain.  There  are,  however,  feve- 
nd little  bills,  called  /sici/,  which  have  had,  or  ftill  have 
*         *  aaims 

Some  dtfeafes  may  be  ftate^,  as  arifing  firom  Mef,  or  a  difordcred  imagiiii- 
tioB  merely,  ^n  okl  man  died  here  fome  time  ago,  who  had,  for  upwards  of 
«o  years,  believed  hixafelf  to  be  ton^mntcd  by  a  magician^  ^Thit  magician,'* 
aa  he  delcrtbed  it,  **  by  meant  of  a  mathematical  head  refembling  bii,  opcfted  hit 
«  flniU  every  night,  and  dropt  into  hin  brain  red  hot  ne^cs,  whiicb  prodnccd  the 
**  mflft  painiul  and  excruciating  torment^.*'  Though  naturally  active  and  labo- 
tfotts,  this  f^incy  at  laft  difabled  him  fot  wo^  In  every  other  refpe^  be  was 
perfcdly  reaibnable^  aad  appeared  to  have  the  free  exercife  of  his  undcrftand' 
ing  —1  here  is  a  woman  alive  hoQs  at  pr^nt.'^ho  has,  for  more  than  :J0  yearsi 
been  occailonally  ^  .ineiTed  with  a'diuoU  fpirit.  When  tliis  fpiritof  dsifibneisi  in- 
deed, leaves  her  ^e  makes  ample  atacuds  for  her  long  filencc  But  ihc  is  ge« 
netaUyfeizcd  with  it  again  in  4.yaar  or  two.  .She  then  appears  to  have  £orgo8 
the  ufe  of  fpeech ;  and,  for  years,  hertbcth  are  fo  fixed  together,  that  it  is  with 
^  tttnooft  diiBculty  ihe  can  receive  the  ncceflaries  of  life. — A  whiiQ^cal,  hut 
^Mitf  old  man,  died  lately  who,  from4ii»  extreme  humility,  and  $msftukeu  tti^& 
to  the  dodrines  of  graee^  refolvcd  to  abandon  the  pradice  of  goud  works  for 
Jim  vMek*  i  left  (as  he  faid)  he  ihould  be  tempted  to  boaft  of  them,  or  to  relt  on 
tbeni  alone,  to  the  difiionour  oi 'hts  Maflci^  and  as  if  meriting  at  the  hand  of 
God.  Of  histhaving  adhcreJ  to  his  refolution,  a  female  donicftic  gaveto  the 
world,  about  9  months  after,  2,  pregnant  and  limngptdrf. 
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cairns  of  Rones  upon  them,  and  bear  marks  of  great  anti- 
q^uity.  In  the  great  cairn  of  Mauldflie  Law,  there  was 
latcljr  found  an  urn,  of  a  round,  or  rather  oval  form,  in 
which  had  been  depofitcd  the  bones  of  a  human  being.  In 
digging  nigh  the  top  of  the  hill,  great  quantities  of  aflies  and 
burnt  materials  were  found.  On  the  S.  W.  corner  of  the  hill, 
there  is  a  place  which  flill  retains  the  name  of  Gallowlie. 
There,  the  gallows  flood,  on  which,  during  the  reign  of  the 
feudal  fjftem,  the  'ancient  barons  were  wont  to  execute  of* 
fenders.  The  prifon,  with  a  dark  fubterraneous  vault  under 
it,  ftood  near  the  top  of  the  hill.  Of  thefe  La'ws  as  thej  are 
called,  there  are  no  lefs  than  6  in  this  parifh :  thofe  of 
Mauldflie^  Carluke^  Killcaigow^  Garby^  King^s  and  Cock  Laws. 
From  the  King's  Law,  on  the  N.  E.  corner  of  the  parifh,  a 
part  of  13  or  14  fhires  may  be  feen,  when  the  atmofphere  is 
favourable.  On  Mauldflie  Law,  there  were  more  cairns  than 
one.  In  the  greater  part  of  thofe  above  mentioned,  human 
bones  have  been  found  by  the  farmers,  in  urns  of  different 
fiz.es. 

Villages. — There  are  fcveral  villages  ;  but  all  of  them  on  the 
decline,  except  Bradwood  and  CarKike.  The  caufes  of  this, 
in  the  more  remote  villages,  appear  to  be,  the  conflant  drain 
to  the  manufafturing  towns  of  Glafgow,  Paifley,  &c.  ;  the 
number  of  hands  employed  in  the  coal,  iron,  and  cotton^works 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  inclination  which  many  farm- 
ers, in  the  decline  of  life,  now  have,  to  lay  out  what  money 
they  may  have  faved,  on  building  houfes  adjoining  to  the  public 
roads,  or  in  fuch  villages  as  thefe  roads  run  through,  where 
fomething  may  be  eafily  gained,  and  their  money  better  fe-^ 
cured,  than  in  the  hands  of  their  brother  farmers,  of  whom 
many,  of  late,  have  failed.  There  are  indeed  many  farm- 
houfes  built  lately  in  this  parifh,  on  new  improvements.    But 

Vol.  VIII.  R  the 
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the  village  of  Carluke  iacreafes  more  rapidly  than  any  other. 
From  coniiftingt  about  24  years  ago,  of  4  or  5  houfes,  with 
little  trade,  it  is  now  advanced  to  a  large  and  decent  village  ; 
fo  that  it  finds  employment  for  a  furgeon,  a  baker,  a  vintner, 
and  feveral  grocers.  There  are  alio  in  it,  butchers,  weavers, 
ftocking-makers,  mafons,  tailors,  wrights,  inn-keepers,  road- 
makers,  haberdafhers,  and  coopers  \  and  even  fome  milliners 
and  mantua-makers,  in  the  town,  or  near  to  it.  A  new  village, 
it  is  faid,  is  foon  to  be  built,  or  feued  out,  on  the  road  lead* 
ing  to  Killcaigow,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Meflrs.  Glens; 
and  a  cotton  work  to  be  erected  nigh  it,  to  be  driven  by  a 
fleam  engine. 

Heritors  and  Population, ^^There  are,  in  all,  about  60  he* 
ritors  of  this  parifh,  of  whom  40  pay  ftipend.  The  Earl  of 
Hyndford,  the  principal  heritor,  has  his  feat  here ;  and«  in 
May  17921  laid  the  foundation  of  his  new  caftle,  at  Mauldf- 
lie.  The  number  of  inhabitants,  Ihough  upon  the  increafe, 
is  not  fo  great  as  might  have  been  expeAed.  The  reafons  al« 
ready  affigned,  in  a  great  degree,  account  for  it.  In  1755, 
the  whole  inhabitants  of  the  pariih  were  ftated  by  Dr.  Web- 
fter  at  1459.  '^^7  amounted,  about  25  years  ago,  to  1592 : 
and  in  Auguft  1792,  the  number  was  1730.  From  the  pa- 
rifh regifter  (which  perhaps  is  not  very  accurately  kept),  it 
would  appear,  that  the  annual  average  of  births,  marxiages 
and  burials,  for  10  years  paft,  is  as  follows  :  births*  40;  mar- 
riages, 18  ;  burials,  28.  The  proportion  between  males  and 
females,  for  the  fame  length  of  time,  appears  to  be,  nearly, 
as  II  to  io« 

Ecclefiajlical  State^  &c.— There  is  only  one  place  of  public 
worlhip  in  this  parifh,  and  one  cflablifhed  minifter.    The 

kirk 
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kirk  is  a  verj  old  one,  90  feet  long.  There  are  dill  to  be  feen 
within  its  walk,  feveral  veftiges  of  the  Roman  Catholic  wor- 
(hip,  viz.  The  fount,  veftry,  &c.  with  a  chancel  and  choir  to 
the  eaft  ;  all  which  fhew,  that  it  muft  have  been  built  before 
the  Reformation.  There  are  liere,  neither  Jews,  Papifts,  nor 
Epifcopalians.  The  manfe  was  built  about  the  beginning  of 
this  century;  was  repaired,  and  declared  fufficient  to  the 
prefent  incumbent,  about  19  years  ago ;  but  another  repair 
was  found  neceflary  very  lately. 

Kirk  Lands^  Religious  Houfes^  iSc, — In  this  parifli,  there  are 
fome  kirk  lands  that  pay  00  ftipend,  but  have  been  burdened 
with  giafs  to  the  minifter,  viz*  the  two  farms  of  Kirton  and 
Kirftile*  On  the  S.  £.  near  the  houfe  of  Lee,  there  is  a  re- 
ligious houfe,  or  hermitage,  of  great  antiquity,  which  is  called 
Si.  Ofwald^s  Chapel 'j  and  nigh  to  it  there  is  a  fmall  field,  called 
Friar* t  Croft^  which  fufficiently  indicates  its  origin.  On  the  W. 
comer  of  the  parifli  ftood  another  Popifli  chapel,  of  which  there 
is  now  no  veftige.  The  place  where  it  ftood,  ftiU  retains  the 
name  of  Cbapel  Tard ;  and  the  remains  of  it,  it  is  faid,  were 
dug  up  by  the  prefent  proprietor.  Both  thefe  chapel  yards, 
and  the  lands  adjacent,  pay  ftipend  to  the  minifter,  in  com»> 
mon  with  the  reft  of  the  parifli.  So  alfo  do  the  Hofpital  lands 
of  Eaftcr,  Wefter  and  Middle  Seats  (called  Hofpital  Shieldi). 
ThcXe  Hofpital  lands  pay  annually  to  the  family  of  Lee  the 
fum  of  60  merks  (ao  merks  each),  which  that  family  is  obliged 
by  charter  to  repay  annually,  along  with  ao  merks  from  St. 
Leonard's  Lands,  Lanark,  to  the  poor  of  the  pariflies  of  Car- 
luke  and  Lanark.  The  reddendo  of  each  charter  was  lately 
called  for,  and  now  recorded  in  the  parifli  xegifter  here  *• 

R  %  SebooU 

*  When  tlie  huts  in  the  higher  gronodt  were  only  yell  ihkUls  (or  fliieUt  f^r 
ydd  aad  yonog  cattle) ,  with  hnu  for  the  refideoce  of  foch  at  attended  them  io 

the 
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Schools  and  Poor,^^A  new  fchool  houfe  w£s  built  here  very 
lately,  and  a  falarj  of  200  meiks  Scotch  fettled  on  the  fchooU 

mafler. 


the  fommer  fcifoo,  the  original  farm  houfcs  on  the  Clyde  were  called  Mains ^ 
and  fecm  to  have  hccn  the  manfion  houfes  (a«  in  the  North  Highlands  to  this 
day),  where  the  principal  part  of  the  family  rcfidcd  throughout  the  year.  Such 
were  the  Mains  of  Mauldflic,  Milton,  Waygatelhaw,  Bradwood  and  Head» : 
all  comprehending,  at  a  former  period,  lands  running  up  into  the  higher  part 
of  the  pariih  — ^There  are,  in  this  pariih,  3  places  alfo  called  Halls,  which  merit 
fome  attention.  HaU'Bar,  Hall-Craig^  and  Hall- Hill,  Hall-Bar,  in  the  fouth 
of  the  pariih,  is  an  ancient  fquare  tower,  of  a  venerable  appearance,  with  a  bat- 
tlement and  garden  on  the  top.  There  is  a  concealed  ftair  leading  up  to  the  hat- 
tlement  and  garden.  It  is  built  upon  a  rock,  in  a  pidurefque,  romantic, 
and  very  inacccflible  fituation.  It  is  evident,  from  its  form  and  fituation,  it  mull 
at  fome  period  have  been  a  place  of  ftrength  ;  but  the  traditions  concerning  it 
are  very  uncertain.  Though  the  lands  of  Bradwoed,  around  it,  have  been  feu- 
ed  out  by  the  families  of  Lauderdale  and  Camwath,  they  have  chofcn  to  retain 
this  tower  and  fmall  garden,  with  free"  ifli  and  entry,"  which  they  only  rent  at 
about  10  s.  Sterl.  per  annum  ;  from  which  it  is  probable  they  confidered  it  as  a 
valuable  piece  of  antiquity.  Uliethcr  it  has  ever  belonged  to  the  Lockharts  of 
Bar,  in  Ayrlhire,  is  not  known« — Hall-Craig  is  a  modern  houfe  at  prefcnt;  but 
on  the  promontory  of  the  rock  on  which  it  ftaiuls,  it  appears,  that  there  wak 
formerly  a  place  of  ftrcrgth,  from  which  it  has  got  its  name.  A  part  of  the 
old  hall  is  yet  vifible  on  the  very  pinnacle  of  the  rock.  The  vcft:ge8  of  fome 
walls  and  vaults  have  been  difcovered  within  the  garden ;  and  latelv  there  waa 
dug  up,  when  drefling  'the  ground,  a  caufeway,  leading  in  to  the  point  of  the 
promontory.*— Hall-Hill  is  adjacent  to  the  £atl  of  Hyndford's  new  gardens 
near  to  the  lite  of  the  Old  Abbey,  referred  to  in  the  beginning  of  this  account. 
As  this  hill  ftands  jtifl  at  the  entrance  to  the  holm,  or  rather  on  the  holm  itfclf, 
it  may,  from  this  circumftance,  more  probably  have  derived  its  name,  than  from 
its  vicinity  to  the  old  hall  of  MauldHie,  which  flood  more  than  aoo  yards  to 
to  the  N.  W,  in  a  /«,  or  Ihehcred  fituation,  beyond  the  rivulet.  Perhaps  it 
Ihould  be  called  Haugh-HlU ;  it  being  a  fingular  thing  for  a  hill  to  be  in  a 
haugh  or  holm.  The  bafc  of  this  little  green  mount  is  evidently  artificial,  and 
its  contents,  except  a  fmall  part  on  the  weft,  a  rich,  black  earth  from  top  to 
bottom.  Many  human  bones  have  been  difcovered  in  it.  A  man  digging  into 
the  hill  lately,  on  the  fouth  fide,  ftruck  upon  a  large  quantity,  as  if  part  of  a 
rharnel  h'>ufe.    The  incumbent,  when  walking  upon  it,  found  feyeral  humaa 
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mafter.     Though  the  fees  were  lately  increased,  yet  they  are 
ftill  fach  as  not  to  bear  hard  upon  the  poor,  and  at  the  fame 

time 

bones,  thrown  up  lately  by  planting  young  trees  upon  it.  Having  made  a  pit 
on  ihc  top,  to  the  depth  of  6  feet,  even  there,  many  bones  were  difcovered ;  and 
the  foil  itfclf,  at  that  depth,  was  much'  blacker  than  any  croft  in  the  parifli. 
That  he  might  fatisfy  hlmfelf  with  regard  to  the  bones  being  human,  he  (hewed 
them  to  fevcral  medical  gentlemen,  >who  all  alfured  him  that  they  were.  It  i» 
therefore  prefomable,  that  this  hill  was  the  family  tumulus,  where  the  Miks  of ' 
>^iuldflic  were  buried  ;  and  for  that  reafon  might  have  been  originally  called 
Uaugh-KiU^  in  oppofition  to  Kaigows-KIII  (or  HaJzozofKiJi),  which  lies  in  the 
higheft  part  of  the  pariih  :  Kilt,  in  Gaelic,  fignifying  a  tomb.  This  circum- 
ftance  alone,  however,  can  fcarcely  account  for  fuch  a  vail  quantity  of  bones,  and 
rich  black  earth,  in  one  tumulus.  It  is  therefore  probable,  as  this  little  hill  is  fo 
nigh  the  fite  of  the  old  Abbey,  that,  about  3  or  4  centuries  ago,  when  the  pariih 
incrcafed  fo  as  to  be  inhabited  towards  the  Shields,  and  when  the  kirk  was  found 
necclTary  to  "be  erc<fted  at  Carluke,  as  more  convenient  for  the  whole  inhabitants; 
that  at  that  time,  this  tumulus  would  be  made  the  repofitory  of  the  bones  and 
confiecrated  earth  that  would  be  found  in  the  Abbey-Steads  at  removing  the 
kirk,  and  turning  the  facred  ground  into  fuch  pafturei  or  aiable  ground,  as  the 
fpirit  of  thefc  fupcrfbitious  times  would  permit.  There  are  3  circumftances that 
feem  to  favour  this  conjedure.  Firfi,  The  ground  where  the  Abbey  ftood,  is 
now  a  clay  of  as  pure  a  quality,  and  white  colour,  as  the  adjoining  fields ;  which, 
without  fome  excavation,  can  fcarcely  be  fuppofed,  after  being  a  burial  place  for 
perhaps  near  1 000  years.  Sntudly,  The  whole  earth  on  the  mount,  appears  of 
a  blacker  and  much  richer  quality  than  any  to  be  found  (but  in  kirk-yards), 
within  many  miles  of  it,  even  blacker  and  richer  than  the  fatteft  earth  in  f!he 
oldeft  burying  ground  in  Carluke  kirk-yard;  this  lafl  having  been  only  employ- 
ed as  burying  ground  for  3  or  4  centuries  at  moft.  ''  afl/y.  It  does  not  appear, 
that  the  family  of  Mauldilie  had  taken  up  any  burying  ground  at  the  kirk  of 
Carluke  till  about  the  end  of  lail  century,  when  their  prefent  aifle  was  built. 
From  this  it  is  probable,  that  the  family,  before  that  time,  mull  have  buried 
fomcwhere  elfe  than  at  Carluke.  It  does  not  appear,  that  they  had  buried  on 
the  Abbey  Steads,  as  there  is  no  tradition,  or  Tifiblc  veftige  of  it.  It  is  there- 
fore probable,  that  they  buried  their  dead  on  the  trp  of  the  tumulus,  where  the 
whole  facred  earth  of  the  Abbey  Steads  had  been  collcficd.  Accordingly,  the 
fommtt  was  flattened,  and  fo  continues  to  this  day.  Stones  have  tumbled  from 
it,  which  appear  to  have  been  ufcd,  cither  in  a  tomb,  or  fome  building  of  decent 
ATclutcdlurc. 
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time  afford  good  encouragement  for  the  labours  of  the  teach, 
er  *•  The  emolument,  on  the  whole,  maj  be  from  30  L  to 
35 1.  Sterling  per  annum. 

As  this  parifli  abounds  with  coal,  and,  in  the  higher  parts, 
alfo,  with  peat  and  turf,  it  is  more  burdened  with  poor  than 
fome  others.  Upon  an  average,  there  are  no  lefs  than  30  con« 
ilantlj  upon  the  poors  lift ;  and  the  amount  of  the  annual 
diflribution,  is,  I  believe,  about  80 1.  Sterling.  This  fum  is 
raifed,  partly  from  the  intereft  of  money  mortified  for  that 
purpofe,  and  partly  from  collefiions  at  the  kirk.  But  what 
further  maj  be  required,  to  fatisfy  the  neceflary  annual  de- 
mand, is,  according  to  aft  of  parliament,  appointed  by  the 
heritors  to  be  levied  from  the  heritors  and  houfeholders ; 
each  of  thefeclaiTes  being  burdened  with  one  half  of  it.  Such 
heritors,  however,  as  refide  within  the  parifli,  befides  paying 
as  heritors,  pay  aUb  as  houfehoMers,  as  they  occupy  houfes 
and  farms,  which  otherwife  being  rented  to  tenants,  would 
have  borne  their  proportion  of  the  houfeholders  half  in  the 
afTeffment.  But,  in  order  to  aflefs  properly,  and  to  be  judge 
of  the  neceffary  demand  for  the  time,  the  heritors  meet,  ac- 
cording to  aft  of  parliament,  on  the  firft  Tueidays  in  Febru- 
ary and  Augaft,  to  determine  on  thefe  matters  f  • 

RoadSf 

*  The  fchooliDifter's  feci,  per  quarter,  are  as  followi : 

£nglifli» L.O    I    6 

Common  rdci  of  arithmetic,       -       -       -      o    ft    o 
Higher  parti  of  arithmetic,        •         •        •        •    a    6 

Latin,       - oa6 

For  Engliih,  from  the  poor,  -  -        o    X    • 

t  See  Lord  Kames^s  Ahridgement.  If  a  female,  who  is  able  to  fpin,  but  ts 
lazy,  is,  after  giving  an  inventory  and  difpofitioo,  put  upon  the  poor  s  lift,  the 
heritors  give  her  only  in  proportion  to  what  ihe  earns ;  a  fourth,  a  third,  or  half 
{Mrhaps,  according  as  ihe  appears  to  need.  Before,  however,  Ihe  can  raceive 
Ihisy  (he  mull  produce  the  yarn  merchant's  attcftation  of  what  ihe  fpin^ 
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Roads^  \3c. — Through  this  parilh  there  is  one  great  turn- 
pike road,  leading  from  Glafgow  to  Peebles,  &c.  It  is  well 
made,  and  has  on  it  feveral  toll-bars,  though  none  in  this  dif- 
\n8c.  At  the  village  of  Carluke,  a  branch  goes  off  to  Lanark, 
made  by  the  ftatute  labour*  Since  the  (latute  work  was  con- 
Terted  into  money,  the  parilb  roads  are,  in  every  refpeft,  im- 
proved ;  fo  that  the  communication  is  now  more  eafy,  and 
the  farmers  property,  adjoining  to  the  roads,  fecured  from 
damage*. 

Mitls^ 

*  With  refped  to  articles  of  provlfioD,  their  prices  of  Ute  haTe  Teqr  much 
advanced ;  fo  that,  where  the  farmer  has  many  commodities  to  difpofe  of,  he 
can  afford  to  Utc  eafy,  pay  a  reafonable  rent  to  the  proprietor,  and  even  fpend 
IbmcthiDg  extraordinary  himfelf.  Fowls,  eggs,  batter,  veal,  lamb  and  matton, 
all  ieU  at  very  high  prices.  Within  thefe  laft  ao  years,  they  are  doubled  ; 
which  is  feverely  felt  by  annuitants  of  every  defcription.  Beef  and  mutton,  in 
the  markets  here,  are  equal  in  quality  to  any  in  Edinburgh  or  Glafgow ;  and 
they  fell  nearly  at  the  £ime  rate.  Horfes  and  cows  have  alfo  doubled  their  price 
widiin  thefe  20  or  50  years.  Amidft  thefe  revolutions,  the  poor  farmer  of  a 
few  a€re%  at  zo  1.  or  ao  1.  rent,  who  can  with  difficulty  fupport  his  family  on  the 
produce  of  his  (mail  farm,  fuffers  the  moft.  He  has  nothing  to  fell,  perhaps 
fomething  to  parchafe.  The  cottagers  and  day-labourers,  when  compared  with 
him,  are  affluent  and  comfortable.  It  is  natural  to  inquire,  whence  this  increafe 
of  price  in  every  article  of  provifion  (grain  alone'  excepted)  can  arife  \  Is  it 
that  the  nimiber  of  confumers  have  multiplied  in  an  equal  proportion  to  this 
advance?— or  that  the  modem  modes  of  farming  have  diminifhcd,  rather  than 
increaied  the  quantity  produced  ? — No :  the  increafe  of  the  confumers,  upon  the 
whole,  is  by  no  means  in  proportion  to  this  advance  of  price,  as  we  fee  from  the 
fiatifUcal  accounts  already  publiihed ;  and  we  know  from  fad,  that  many  farms 
bring  more  than  double  in  the  market,  and  none  lefs,  than  they  ufed  formerly 
to  do.  Whence  then  does  it  proceed  ?  Among  the  many  other  caufes  to  which 
this  oaay  be  afcribed,  perhaps  the  principal  one  is,  the  great  incMafe  of  banks 
in  Scotland  and  England,  and  the  enormous  quantity  of  paper  which  they  dr* 
cuJate,  which  finks  the  value  of  money,  infomnch,  that  in  purchafing  many  of 
the  ncceifaries  of  life,  a  fum  of  money  will  not  go  half  fo  far  as  it  ufed  to  do. 
And  thoogh  the  different  kinds  of  grain  are  more  iUble  and  fixed  in  their  prices 
than  other  things,  thb  is  evidently  owing  to  the  com  laws  with  refped  to  iniF^ 
pottuioD,  of  which  the  farmen  complain  fo  loudly. 
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Mills^  \£c, — ^In  this,  and  the  whole  hir^her  parts  of  Cljdcf- 
dale,  there  are  no  mills  for  grinding  wheat,  which  is  a  great 
difadvantage.  In  this  narifli,  hoivcvur,  thtrc  are  5  common 
corn  mills.  The  fird,  and  probably  the  onljcorn  mills  in  this 
country  for  fome  time,  were  th«fe  of  Mauldflic,  which  per- 
haps may  have  derived  its  name  from  wo/o,  to  grind.  The 
mills  of  Mauldflic  appear  to  have  comprchcnicd,  at  firft,  what 
is  now  called  Milton,  and  alfo  3  or  4  mills  on  the  loWer  part 
of  Carluke  Burn.  At  that  time,  there  was  a  wooden  bridge 
(the  veftiges  of  which  are  yet  vilible),  fitted  up  in  the  rocks 
at  Milton,  to  make  the  coramunic:;tion  to  thefe  mills  eafier 
from  the  fuuth  and  weft  on  the  oppofite  fule  of  the  Clyde : 
and  farmers  on  the  eaft,  at  the  diftancc  of  about  7  miles, 
were  bound,  by  charters,  to  grind  at  the  mills  of  Mauldflie. 
It  appears  alfo,  that,  about  500  years  ago,  King  Robert  Bruce 
was  proprietor  of  thefe  mills  ;  for  it  is  recorded,  that  he  grant- 
ed 10  merks  Sterling,  out  of  his  mills  of  Maldflay  (fo  it  was 
then  written),  for  the  purpofe  of  keeping  a  lamp  perjxjtuaUy 
burning  upon  the  tomb  of  St.  Machute  at  Lefmahago*.  There 
was  lately  found,  near  the  foot  of  the  parilh,  the  remains  of  a 
hand-mill,  which  had  been  ufed  for  grinding  before  the  period 
of  water  mills.  It  is  a  very  large  whin,  or  muir,  ftone,  fo 
fcooped  into  the  form  of  a  large  bafon,  as  to  receive  aiefler 
ilone  correfponding  to  it,  with  a  handle. 

Antiquities^  Eminent  M^n^  &c. — Some  Scotch  coins,  as  an- 
cient as  Alexander  I.  have  been  found  in  this  pariQi,  both  at 
Chapel- Yard,  and  St.  Ofwald's  Chapel.  From  S.E.  to  N.W. 
runs  the  Roman  Road,  called  here  Wutling*s  Street ^  (perhaps 
a  corruption  of  Vitellius^s  Street'),     In  foaic  places,  efpecially 

at  Killcaigow-Law,  it  is  flill  fo  vifible,  that  the  manner  of 

its 

*  See  Spotifwood. 
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its  formatiOD  can  eaCly  be  afcertained.  The  Romans  appear 
to  have  placed  broad  flones  in  the  bottom  of  the  road,  where 
the  ground  was  foft,  and  broke  others  very  fmall,  with  which 
they  covered  him.  Roman  coins  at  Barnhoufe  and  Caftle-hill 
were  found  in  the  dire£lion  of  this  road,  and  a  defcripti^  of 
them  was  lately  given  in  the  Scots  Magazine. — Robert  Cock- 
burn,  A.  M.  aged  89,  who  wrote  many  trafts  in  favour  of 
Chriflianity,  died,  and  was  buried  here  a  few  years  ago.  This 
parilh  give  birth  to  Major  General  William  ^oy,  whofe  cha- 
tk&ti  and  abilities  as  a  mathematician,  &c.  are  well  known  *• 
Here  alfo  were  born,  the  Reverend  Dr.  Robert  Dick,  late  mi- 
sifter  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  Reverend  Mr.  James  Roy  of 
Prefionpans  \  both  very  eminent  in  their  profe(Bon« 

Mtfcettaneous  Ob/ervaiions, ^^Tv^o  countrymen  In  this  parifh^ 
have  long  employed  their  ingenuity  in  endeavouring  to  difcover 
ihtperpetuum  mobile  ;  but,  like  all  others  who  have  embarked 
in  the  fame  caafe,  their  attempts  have  as  yet  been  unfuccefsfu!« 
— ^ome  time  ago,  a  Woman  in  this  parifli  brought  her  huf« 
band  fix  children  at  tv^o  fucceffive  births.     The  three  firft  are 
alive,  and  doing  well. — A  fe\^  y6ars  ago,  a  young  woman  was 
married  to  an  old  man  of  80,  who,  after  living  for  fome 
time  with«his  fpoufe,  gradually  declined  and  died.     The  re« 
lations  began  to  divide  his  little  edatc  among  them,   in  con* 
formity  to  the  will  of  the  deccafed ;  when,  to  their  great  fur- 
prife,  the  difconfohte  widow  dlfcovered  fymptoms  of  fruit- 
fulneCs,  and,  precifely  8  months  and  16  days  after  the  old  man's 
death,  gave  to  the  world  a  fine  fprightly  youth,  who  now  in- 
herits the  whole  property  of  the  deccafed.— -Though  the  peo- 
ple here,  arc,  in  general,  of  the  ordinary  fize,  yet  an  old  man 
died  fome  time  ago,  of  the  age  of  90,  who  was  about  7  ^et 
Vol..  Vllt  S  in 

*  See  Scots  Magasaac  for  Juljr  X790« 
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in  height;  and  there  are  atprefcnt  fome  alive,  6  feet  and  up- 
wards.  ^In  the  year  1789,  the  orchards  in  this  parilh  produce^ 

fuch  a  plentiful  crop,  as  to  yield  in  all,  for  fruit,  above  300I. 
Sterling,  befides  about  200I.  for  the  under  growth. — On  Afarch 
lath  1782,  the  river  Clyde  rofe  fo  high  Cbeing,  in  the  roorp 
confined  places,  about  4  feet  highpr  than  ever  known),  that 
feveral  mills  on  the  other  fide  were  fwept  away,  and  the  ground 
on  this  fide  much  damaged,  by  being  cut  with  the  ftream, 
and  covered  with  gravel.  In  the  fame  year,  and  alfo  in 
17831  the  people  in  this  parifli,  like  many  others,  were  in 
yery  great  want  of  grain,  occafioncd  by  the  general  failure  of 
the  crops.  What  they  had  from  their  farms,  was  much  da- 
maged, efpecially  on  the  higher  grounds ;  but,  by  occafional 
fupplies  of  peafe  from  Leith,  and  the  kind  attention  and  libe- 
ral contributions  of  the  more  opulent  heritors,  the  poor  here 
yrere  fo  well  provided  for,  that  none  of  them  fuflFered  frbm 
want. 

Mvantages  and  Lif advantages. —T\it  principal  difadvan- 
tages,  under  which  this  parifh  labours,  appear  to  be  the  fol- 
lowing:— Though  the  ground  flands  much  in  need  of  dung, 
gnd  fome  of  it  cannot  be  made  very  produ£live  by  lime  alone, 
yet,  by  lying  at  a  diftance  from  large  towns,  that  fort  of  ma- 
nure cannot  eafily  be  procured,  but  in  the  fmall  quantities 
which  the  farmers  themfclves  produce — -This  being  a  clayey 
country,  in  fome  places,  during  the  drought  of  fummer,  the 
cattle  are  at  a  lofs  for  want  of  water,  and  are  thereby  liable 
to  certain  difeafes,  well  known  to  the  farmer,  which,  in  the 
woody  part  of  the  country,  are  particularly  prevalent. — As 
there  is  a  continual  drain  from  the  parifh,  both  of  young  men 
and  women,  to  the  neighbouring  cotton  mills,  iron  works,  &c. 
the  farmer  is  often  at  a  lofs  for  labourers  ;  and  fervants  wages 
are  thereby  rendered  much  higher,  than  the  matter  can  well 

afford 
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afford  at  prefent,  being,  from  61.  to  10  1.  per  annum  for  a 
tnan  ;  and,  from  3  I.  to  4  1.  for  a  woman.  A  young  and  vi- 
gorous day-labourer,  can,  i^ith  difficulty,  be  procured ;  and 
(viAuals  excluded),  he  receives,  from  14  d.  to  15  d.  a  day, 
during  the  fiimmer;  fo  that  the  farmers  now  begin  to  perceive,  ' 
that  it  is  their  interefl  to  encourage  cottagers,  and  to  fubmit 
to  the  riik  of  being  thereby  burdened  with  a  heavier  poor'd 
tatc.  Indeed,  as  we  arc  in  this  parilh  attentive  to  the  poor, 
and  well  fupplied  with  fuel,  we  have  generally  many  labour- 
ers reforting  here  in  the  decline  of  life ;  but  from  them  no 
labour  of  importance  can  be  expe&ed,  for  any  confiderable 
timci  and,  unlefs  we  are  watchful,  in  terms  of  law,  they  may 
foon  become  a  burden  upon  the  parilh. — From  the  quick  de- 
clivity of  this  parifli,  the  ground  is  apt  to  be  wafbed  down 
much  fkfier  by  the  rains,  than  in  other  places;  fo  that  the  ma- 
nure laid  upoii  it,  Is  fooner  exhaufted  \  and  the  ditches,  by 
collefiing  a  larger  body  of^water,  (land  in  need  of  conllant 
repair,  and  in  fome  deep  fituations,  can  fcarcelv  be  at  all 
kept  up. — In  the  clayey  part  of  the  diftrift,  thfe  materials 
With  which  the  roads  are  made,  partaking  of  the  nature  of 
the  foil,  and  being  of  a  foft  quality,  the  roads  tbemfelves 
ftand  io  need  of  confiant  attention  and  expence. — Being  ex- 
pofed  to  the  high  winds  in  harveft,  the  crop,  when  ripened, 
it  in  danger,  and  therefore,  in  prudence,  it  mud  be  cut  down, 
fooner  than  we  would  otherwife  choofc  to  do.  In  die  lower 
part  of  the.  parifh,  however^  they  are  expofed,  during  the 
hay  tod  com  harvcil,  to  great  inconveniences  in  wet  feafonsi 
from  the  want  of  a  free  circulation  ot  aif. 

But  though  the  parilh  labours  under  thefe  difad vantages,  ytt 
there  are  alfo  circumflances  in  its  favour,  which  tend  tocoun- 
terbalance  them.  Being  at  a  nu)derate  diAanee  from  Glafgow, 
sad  within  a  few  miles  of  2  iron  works,  and  3  cotton  mills, 
comiBodities  of  all  kinds  are  fold  to  good  advantage  .-^Though 

S  %  there 
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there  is  a  fcarcity  of  dung  here,  yet  we  aw  well  fupplied 
with  coal  and  lime,  and  in  feme  places  with  mofis  and  turC 
for  compoft.  And  the  land  is  of  fuch  a  quality,  that  it  does 
not  of  itfelf  (like  a  weak  or  fandy  foil),  foon  exhauft  what 
is  imparted  to  it. — ^Though  we  are  fo  nigh  public  works  as  to 
infure  the  fale  of  every  commodity,  we  are  feparated  at  fuch 
a  diftance  from  them,  as  to  be  Icfs  in  danger  of  having  the 
younger  people  corrupted  by  them,  in  their  morals  aod  priiw 
ciples*. 

CharaBtr. — ^The  charafier  of  the  people,  in  general,  ia 
Yery  refj^ftable  \  and  it  is  much  to  their  honoori  that,  after 

living 

*  The  utility  of  the  following  regnUtionf  hat  been  feniSiIy  feh  by  the  in!i»» 
bitantt  here.  i.  Difpntct  haring  often  irifen  with  regard  to  particular  burying 
grounds,  a  plan  of  the  whole  kirk-yard  was  lately  formed  (in  which  different 
layers,  after  a  public  adTcrtifement,  were  accurately  afcertained,by  marking  and 
defcribing  every  num*s  property,  in  regular  order,  upon  it,  with  his  name  and 
number,  beginning  at  a  certain  comer  of  the  kirk-yard),  which  was  lodged,  with 
a  correfponding  catalogue,  in  the  hands  of  the  ptriih-ckrk,  to  which  cTery  poiba 
may  now  have  recourfe,  when  occafion  requires,  a.  The  inconvenience  and  lois 
by  ads  of  theft,  fltc.  which  many  fufiain  by  encouraging  the  vagrant  poor  of 
other  parflhes,  we  have  endeavoured  to  prcTent  here,  net'only  by  making  liberal 
proviflon  for  the  poor  of  this  pariih,  and  reftraining  them  from  ftrolling,  under 
the  penalty  of  a  foifeiture  of  their  allowance;  but  alfo  by  following  out  ftridb- 
ly  the  rule  of  St.  Paul,  "  If  any  would  not  work,  neither  Ihould  be  eat.'* 
{%  Tbeff.  iii.  zo.)  and  the  laws  of  our  country  with  refped  to  idle  vaq^rants. 
(See  LoriKaxmeit  Abridgement^^  3.  Many  orchards  upon  the  Clyde  having  of 
late  been  much  injured,  by  fome  malicious  perfbns*  the  gentlemen  here  have  con- 
tributed liberally  towards  the  ellabliihment  of  a  fond,  for  profccuting  according 
to  law,  and  bringing  to  deferved  pnnilhment,  deb  atrocious  offcnden  in  future  s . 
and  it  is  found  to  have  a  very  good  effed.  4.  As  in  many  places,  children  at 
fchool  fuffcr  much,  even  under  the  care  and  attention  of  the  mod  able  and  faith* 
ful  teachers,  from  the  fcholars  being  more  numerous  than  any  ofte  man  can  pof^ 
iiMy  do  jufUce  to,  the  heritors  of  this  pariih  have  refolved  to  obviate^  in  fome 
degree,  thi&  inconvenien  e  by  the  following  provision  :  Should  the  number  of 
fcholars  at  any  time  amount  to  more  than  50,  the  pari(h  fchoolmafter  is  obliged 
to  employ  an  afliftant  for  the  benefit  of  his  lower  daffes.  This  al&ftant  he  ge- 
nerally choofct  from  among  the  more  advanced  of  hit  fcholars. 
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livbg  amoog  them  for  about  30  years,  the  prefent  incumbent 
can  faj  with  truth,  that  they  are  in  general  of  good  uoder- 
fiandings,  moderate  in  their  views,  and  of  humane  difpofi- 
tions.  Among  thofe  who  attend  the  Eflablifhed  Churchy  there 
is  fcarce  an  inftance,  either  of  wild  enthufiafm,  or  of  a  per- 
fecnting  and  cruel  fpirit.  Profanity,  drunkennefs,  fwearing, 
diihonefty,  &c.  are  bj  no  means  prevalent.  .  he  general  body 
of  the  people,  are  regular  in  their  attendnnct  on  public  wor« 
{hip,  fober  and  virtuous.  No  child  murder  has  been  known 
to  be  committed  here  in  the  memory  of  man.  The  difcipline 
of  the  church  has  been  always  exercifed  with  mildnefs.  In 
ordinary  cafes,  only  one  appearance  is  now  required,  and 
antenuptial  fornication  difmifled  with  a  feffional  rebuke,  like  a 
private  marriage ;  fo  that  none  are  hardened  by  frequent  ap- 
pearances; and  marriage  is  encouraged  in  all.  To  conclude; 
in  fome  parts  of  this  pariih,  much  benefit  is  derived  from  the 
great  improvement  which  has  been  lately  made,  by  gentlemen 
of  tafte  and  public  fpirit,  io  the  houfes  of  their  tenants.-.*- . 
By  being  built  neat  and  commodious,  well  aired,  and  properly 
lighted,  they  are  found  to  cherilh,  among  thofe  who  inhabit 
them,  a  fpirit  of  cleanlinefs  and  cheerfulnefa,  and  to  contri- 
bute materially  to  their  health.  In  fuch  places  accordingly, 
the  people  can  live  with  more  comfort  and  happinels  than  for- 
merly ;  they  aflbciate  more  frequently  together ;  they  culti. 
rate  their  farms  more  vigoroufly ;  they  procure  litetter 
prices  for  their  commodities ;  and,  being  thus  enabled  to  drefs 
more  decently,  and  to  make  a  better  appearance  on  public  ec- 
calions,  they  have  thence  an  additional  inducement,  to  attend 
whb  more  regulaiity,  the  important  ordinances  of  religion. 
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NUMBER    IX. 
PARISH  OF   CANISBAY. 

(County  of  Caithnffs^ 
By  the  Rev.  John  Morison,  D.  D* 


Origin  of  the  Name. 

ITis  not  known  that  the  pariib  ever  had  any  other  name,  thait 
what  it  now  bears.  Canifbaj  has  been  fappofed  by  fome 
to  have  been  originally  written  Canonfbay ;  others  conjec- 
ture it  to  have  fome  connection  with  the  Latin  vocable  Cants* 
It  is,  however,  more  probable,  that  Canute's- Bay  was  its 
firft  appellation,  in  honour  of  the  arrival  of  fome  Norwe- 
gian chief  of  the  name  of  Canute.  There  is  indeed  no  ac- 
count of  the  defcent  of  fuch  a  chief  upon  the  coaii,  nor  is  there 
any  bay  in  the  parifh  now  denominated  Canilbay.  But  as  all 
the  places  of  the  leall  note  in  the  parifh,  are  clearly  of  Nor- 
wegian derivation,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  the  name  of 
the  difirift  itfelf  fliould  be  an  exception. 

Situation  and  Extent. — The  pariih  of  CanUbay  being  the 
moft  northern  land  in  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain,  is  fituatcd 
ih  the  latitude  of  58^  45'  N.,  about  z^  of  W.  longitude  from 

London* 
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Lojidon.  The  figure  of  the  parilh  is  remarkable  for  its 
regularity,  exhibiting  to  the  eje  the  exad:  quadrant  of  a 
circle,  the  arch  of  which  divides  it  from  the  neighbouring 
parifhes  towards  the  land,  and  the  two  containing  (ides  from 
the  feas  that  wafli  its  coafts ;  Dungifbaj  Head  is  in  the  ver- 
tix  ,of  this  quadrant,  from  which  the  coaft  ftretches  in  a 
ilraight  direction  due  S.  and  due  W.  til}  it  meets  with  Wick 
parilh  on  one  hand,  and  Dunnet  on  the  other.  Eachof  thefe 
lines  may  be  reckoned  8  Englilh  miles  in  extent.  The 
iwhole  furface  of  the  parifh  maj  be  computed  to  occupj 
about  50  fquare  miles  or  upwards. 

SaiU  Surface^  he. — Canifbay  is  rather  a  level  than  a  hilly 
diArid.  The  Warth  Hill  is  of  confiderable  height  and  mag., 
pitude,  and  is  the  only  one  in  the  pariih  deferving  the  name^ 
The  Loch  of  Mey  is  about  2  Scotch  miles  in  circumference. 
There  is  no  river,  and  only  a  few  rivulets  (the  chief  of  which 
is  the  Bum  of  Frefu  ick),  in  the  whole  parifli.  A  fingle  done 
^fea-rock  excepted)  of  any  confiderable  magnitude,  is  no  where 
to  be  feen  above  the  furface  of  the  earth.  There  are  mineral 
and  fre(h  water  fprings  in  abundance.  The  former  are  all  of 
the  chalybeate  kind.  There  is  one  of  excellent  quality  near 
the  old  caflle  of  Frefwick.  Heath  in  general  prevails, 
where  agriculture  has  not  reached.  There  are,  however,  con- 
fiderable tracts  of  green  pailure  land,  in  different  diftrids  of 
the  parifli,  which  require  only  the  advantages  of  cultivation 
to  be  made  produdlive.  A  light  black  loam,  with  an  inter- 
mixture of  mofs,  is,  where  cultivation  prevails,  the  general 
charaAer  of  the  foil .  The  reft  is  entirely  mofs,  reaching,  in 
fome  places  down  to  the  fea  brink,  and  yielding  peats  in  the 
greateft   abundancey  and  of  as  good  quality  as  any  in  the 

kingdom,. 
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kingdom.     The  lands  ab^ut  Mey,  belonging  to  the  Earl  of 
Caithneby  have  an  Intermixture  of  clay. 

C/Mya/^««— The  climate  is  diflinguilhed  bj  variable, 
rather  than  tempeftuous  Tieather.  Remote  from  the 
monntainsy  which  attrafl  moiftnre  and  occafion  rain,  fairwea- 
ther  is  not  unufual.  -The  winters  are  gener^j  mild  and 
open,  frofls  are  feldom  intenfe,  or  of  long  continuance. 
The  fnow  never  thickens  to  anj  depth,  and  the  coaft 
ia  fcarcelj  fprinkled  bj  it,  while  in  more  inland  pariflies  it 
lies  to  a  confiderable  depth.  The  level  fituation  of  the  pariffay 
and  the  fea  fucrounding  it  on  everjr  fide  but  one,  maj  be  re- 
garded as  the  canfes  of  this  temperature.  The  fummers  in 
«  Ganiibay,  for  the  fame  reafon,  are  temperately  cool;  and  high 
winda  are,  in  general,  more  prevalent  than  heavy  rains.  The 
Aurora  Borealis  begins  to  exhibit  itfeU  about  the  middle 
ti  harveft.  In  no  part  of  Britain  is  it  to  be  feen  to 
inore  advantage.  At  times,  from  the  (hifting  brilliancy  of  its 
Ttvid  cormtcations,  the  whole  heavens  feem  to  be  in  mo« 
tion  :  at  other  times  a  fettled  bloody  tinge  prevails  over  all 
Che  flty  ;  and  on  thefe  occafions,  the  whole  phenomenon  ap« 
pears  truly  awful  and  iliagnificent.  All  its  appearances  feem 
to  prove  that  it  is  the  effed  of  eledlricity. 

Longevity  andDifeafes, — ^There  are  /ewdiftrlfts  where  more 
good  health  is  enjoyed  than  in  Canifbay.  The  inhabitants  is 
general  live  to  a  good  old  age.  There  are  fe  veral  at  prefent  in  the 
pariih  betwixt  90  and  100.  Many  die  at  an  advanced  age,  with*- 
out  the  recoUeAion  of  a  day's  iUnefs  in  the  courfe  of  their 
lives.  The  mod  prevalent  illneffes  among  the  people,  ate 
thofe  arifing  from  obftruAed  perfp.iration,  owing  to  the  va«< 
riablenefs  of  the  weather,  and  perhaps  fiill  more,  to  the  raw 
and  unwholefome  vapours  transfufed  into  the  atmofphere  they 
breathe,  from  the  extenfive  trads  of  fen^  muir  and  mofs  in 

their 


bf  Cafiijbayi  i^i 

tticir  vicinity,  while  colds,  coughs,  and  rhemnatifms  are  not 
unftequent.  Fevers  prevail  as  little  here,  perhaps,  as  in  any 
corner  of  the  world.  Inoculation  is  n<)t  yet  in  general  prac- 
tice ;  but  though  few  efcape  the  fmall  pox,  the  difeafe  is  fet- 
dom  mortal,  Indeed,  moil  other  difeafes  are  extremely  rare. 
Few  partfhes,  therefore,  give  lefs  trouble  or  emolument,  ioi 
phyficians,  than  Gan:{bay* 

Population.  There  are  382  families  in  the  pariih,  includ- 
ing thofe  in  tiie  ifland  of  Stroma.  The  number  of  males  is 
8Sx,  and  of  femdes  1669,  total  1956.  The  return  to  Dr. 
Wcbfter  in  17SS»  w*'  ^"^7  M^i  fouls.*  The  population  has 
therefore  inereafed  469  within  thefc  40  years.  The  advance- 
isent  of  civilization,  the  free  enjoyment  of  property,  a  better 
cultivated  foil,  the  multiplicity  of  families  on  fmall  farms,  and 
more  extenfive  employment  in  fiifatng  and  the  other  maritime 
occupations,  may  be  confidcred  as  the  operative  fources  of  this 
iocreafe.  As  thcfe  caufes  acquire  additional  energy,  propor- 
tidnal  effeds  may  be  expefted.  Were  the  wafte  grounds  culti- 
Tated,  and  fome  little  branches  of  manufadlure  eftablifticd,  the 
yearly  produce  of  the  foil,  and  the  number  of  fouls  in  the 
pariih,  might  amount  to  a  third  more,  than  what  they  now 
are.  The  following  lift  (hews  the  number  of  births,  deaths^ 
and  marriages,  for  the  laft  4  years^ 
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Rent  and  ProprietQrs.-^'Th^  whole  valued  rent  of  the  pa- 
riib  amounts  to  3855  L  3  s.  6  d.  Scotch.  The  real  rent  may 
be  computed  at  about  1300 1.  Sterling-  From  laoo  to  150Q 
bolls  of  visual  are  yearly  exported,  befides  maiQUtning  the 
inhabitants*  Land  is  divided  into  what  are  called  penny 
lands,  halfpenny  lands,  farthing  lands,  and  ofios.  Eight  oc- 
tos  are  reckoned  e(jual  to  12  acres.  The  rent  of  an  acre,  at 
an  average,  is  not  below  a  guinea.  In  fome  places  it  is  30  s. 
or  upwards.  The  Earl  of  Gaithnefs,  Robert  Sinclair,  Efq. 
of  Frefwick,  and  the  family  of  Brabfter,  are  the  only 
proprietors  in  the  pari(h.  Brabiler  is  an  inland  proper- 
ty, lying  in  the  centre  of  the  diftrifi.  All  the  other .  cul- 
tivated lands  are  iituated  on  the  coaft,  extending,  at  an  ave- 
rage, about  half  an  Engliih  mile  from  the  Qiore.  There  are 
alfo  frequent  interjeSions  of  mofs  and  moor,  reaching  down 
to  the  fea  coall,  and  dividing  one  cultivated  diilri&  from 
another.— -Hence  it  is  apparent*  how  (mall  a  proportion  of 
this  exteniive  parifh  is  as  yet  brought  into  cultivation. 

Cuhivation  and  Produce. '^The.  medium  extent  of  farms 
does  not  exceed  the  fum  of  9 1.  Sterling  yearly  rent.  By  this 
multiplicity  of  families,  the  ibil  is  brought  up  to  the  higheft 
pitch  of  cultivation. — Oats  and  barley,  in  alternate  crops,  with 
'the  addition  of  fome  flax  and  potatoes,  are  the  fole  objeds  of 
agriculture.  The  foil,  at  an  average,  yields  about  5  returns 
of  oats,  and  above  7  of  barley  ;  but  in  fome  particular  fpots, 
no  lefs  than  i  z  returns  of  barley  have  been  reaped. — ^Pron^ 
Martinmas  till  fpring,  the  dung  of  the  cattle  is  left  in  the 
byre;  a  bedding  of  dry  earth  or  peat  mold  is  thrown  above  it 
every  day,  which  mixes  with  the  dung,  and,  at  the  £une  time, 
keeps  the  cattle  warm  and  dry.  A  cart  load  of  this  compoft 
is  reckoned  more  valuable  as  a  manure,  than  three  of  pure 
^^i>g>  particularly,  if  thrown  out  and  expofed  to  the  weather 

through 
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tliroagh  the  winter ;  but  the  principal  oaanure  along  the  coaft, 
is  tang  or  fea  ware  :  it  comes  afliore  in  the  greateft  abundance 
during  the  fpring  months,  when  it  is  mod  needed.  A 
wind  blowing  from  the  land  brings  the  ware  from  the  fea.— 
This  riianure  is  folely  appropriated  to  the  barley  crop.  It  is 
a  powerful  cleanfer  of  the  foil,  coalefces  with  it  in  the  (horteft 
fpace,  exerts  and  exhaufts  its  nutritive  virtues  in  the  nourilh* 
ment  of  one  crop.  Inr  whatever  manner  it  is  laid  upon  the 
field,  it  is  a  manure  of  the  firft  eftimation.  Dunghills  con- 
fitting  of  earth  and  ware,  of  6  or  la  month's  ftanding,  feem 
the  moft  eligible  preparation  of  this  valuable  manure  for  the 
fbil.  From  the  conftant  ufe  of  fea- ware  as  a  manure,  along 
with  the  conftituent  qualities  of  the  foU,  the  cultivated  lands 
in  moft  parts  of  the  pariih,  arc  as  fine  and  friable  as  garden 
mould,  and  are  cultivated  in  genera)  with  lefs  ftrength,  than, 
comparatively  fpeaking,  is  found  requifite  in  other  places  of 
the  country.  The  foil  being  perfeflly  clear  of  latent  rock^ 
the  plough  is  made  of  the  flighted  conftruAion  \  and,  in  ge- 
neral, both  plough  and  cattle  do  not  exceed  xo  1.  Sterling  ia 
value  *, 

T  2  Propojii 

*  Oott  are  begun  to  be  fown  >  aboat  the  firft  week  of  April,  a&d  barley  aboot 
t^  izth  of  May,  nor  is  the  feafon  gone  ton  the  fowing  of  the  latter  fo  late  at 
the  2 1  ft  of  June.  Harvcft  begins  about  the  i  ft  of  September,  ancl  it  in  gener^ 
finilbed  in  the  courfe  of  a  month.  Gray  and  black  oau  are  the  common  growth 
of  the  parilh,  aa  they  are  over  all  Caithncfi.  They  uaqaefUonably  accord  better 
with  the  foil  and  climate,  than  the  white  oatt.  The  latter  is  not  only  a  greater 
robber  of  the  ibil,  but  Is  fur  more  liable  to  (bake  in  harveft,  than  the  former. 
Bread  of  the  white  oats  is  ftronger,  and  perhaps  fomewhat  fairer,  but  by  no 
Oaeans  fupcrior  in  tafte  and  meUowBcfa. — A  man  fervant  gets  little  fliort  of  3 1. 
Sterling  per  Mmum,  and  a  woman  half  as  much.  Day  labourers  are  fddom  en;- 
ployed  :  They  may  be  had  at  about  9  d.  fer  day  without  viduals.  Mafon  and 
joiner  work  is  fully  higher  than  in  an^  part  of  Scotland.  Carts  are  ia  common 
vie  throughout  the  paxiih* 
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Propofed  Improvements — As  neither  inclofures  nor  winter 
heirdiog,  have  as  yet  taken  pLcc,  green  crops  are  of  courfc 
unattended  to,  among  the  common  people.  The  proprietors  and 
gentlemen,  whofe  attention  is  direiftcd  to  farming,  carry  on 
their  operations  on  a  more  liberal  and  exteniive  plan.  Im* 
provers,  converfant  in  every  branch  of  agricultural  employ^ 
ment  \  with  farms  worth  100 1.  or  upwards,  of  yearly  rent  \  iii« 
clofures,  green  crops,  implements  of  the  moll  approved  c^nftruc- 
tion,  and  labouring  cattle  of  due  uze  and  eftimation,  arc  what 
juftly  entitle  them  to  the  appellation  of  farmers.  Their 
praife  would  be  great  indeed,  if,  by  granting  longer  kafes  to 
the  tenants,  they  could  perfuade  them  once  to  begin  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  incloiing,  and  the  culture  of  wafte  ground,  which  cries 
aloud,  and  has  cried  for  ages,  for  the  advantages  of  the  ^de 
and  the  plough.  In  former  times,  and  even  thefe  not  long 
^lapfed,  unlimited  fervices  were  unqucftionably  a  part  of  the 
equivalent,  which  tenants  paid  for  the  lands  they  occupied. 
Befidcs  money  and  vidual,  a  vaft  variety  of  different  articles 
was  demanded  from  the  farmer.  A  fyftcm  of  that  fort  fug« 
gefis  a  variety  of  refleflions,  with  which  the  dignity  and  bap-i 
pi  nefs  of  man  arc  deeply  conneftcd.  Thefe  cuftoms,  as  they 
are  called,  are  now  for  the  moft  pnrt  converted  into  money^ 
Unlimited  fervices  are  no  longer  exigible.  In  one  half  of 
the  parifli,  two  days  in  fpring,  and  two  in  harvcft,  are  the 
ftipulated  fervice  ;  nor  is  this  invariably  exaded.  From  the 
operation  of  prefent  arrangements,  in  a  very  Ihort  time  the 
other  half  will  be  equally  free.  Emancipation  is  every  where 
prevailing,  and  the  monller  Feudali/m  is  hiding  bis  head  ii^ 
ihame. 

Biack  Cattle  and  Pajlurage. — Cani(bay,  notwithftanding  its 
boundlcfs  extent  of  hill  pafture,  is  not  to  be  reckoned  a  cattle 
parifli.     To  defccnU  to  a  particular  enumeration,  of  the  horfes 

and 


and  black  cattle  tn  it,  coald  anfwer  tittle  purpofe,  when  it  can  bq 
gfTerted  as  a  faft,  that  not  above  one  third,  of  the  toals  ot  calves, 
is  reared  and  brought  up  in  the  parifii,  that  are  necefTarjr  fpr  the 
culture  of  the  foil.  Gia&  is  one  of  the  principal  wants  we  have 
to  complain  of.  Ihe  arable  foil  is  £0  pfecionsi  that  the  far-, 
iper  thioksy  be  could  not  bear  turnii^g  any  pi^rt  of  it  into  gra&. 
The  want  of  inclofures  and  winter  herding,  precludes  him 
frooi  the  advantages  of  green  cropa,  The  bed  grafs  faroi  i^ 
the  pariiii  lies  on  the  north  coa(l,  about  an  Engliib  mil^  from 
Dungifbnj  Head.  |t  Is  fuffipient  for  the  fupporr  of  50  cows, 
and  yields  butter,  which,  for  polour  and  ^ualitji  is  defervedlj 
held  in  the  higheft  cftimatioq, 

5!}«/— It  is  not  believed,  that  the  whole  fheep  in  the  pa-, 
rifli  at  prefent  exceed  scoo.  Foxes,  dogs,  bad  feafons,  and, 
above  all,  the  inattention  of  the  owners,  are  the  caufes  of  the 
diminution  of  their  iHimber,  to  a  third  part  of  what  they  for-i 
merly  Were.  1  hey  are  far  from  being  of  a  very  good  quality, 
either  for  wool  or  mutton  ;  nor  has  any  attempt  been  made  to 
ineliorate  the  breed.  1  he  panih  in  general  is  not  naturally 
poflcfied  of  pafturage  favour.'ble  for  the  rearing  of  flk:ep. 
There  is  one  place  in  it,  however,  that  feems  to  recommend 
jtfelf  for  the  pailurage  of  Iheep,  and  for  nothing  elfe. — This 
is  Dungi/bay  Head  and  its  environs,  which  might  be  adequate 
to  the  fupport  of  600  or  709  (beep.  The  Head  itfelf  is  every 
where  covered  with  gretn  to  the  very  brink  of  the  fur- 
rounding  rock,  with  an  intermixture  of  fhort  young  heatlu 
The  fixuation  is  dry  and  the  air  wholefome.  The  Head  com- 
saunicates  with  the  Worth  Hillj  which  would  relieve  the  pa£* 
turage  occaConally.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  hardly  to  be 
4oubted,  that  (heep  would  profper  on  this  pafture,  if  duly  at*, 
tended  to  ;  asid  it  wei«e  greatly  to  be  wifked,  that  the  pro- 
vrietoc  or  poflliTor  would  make  the  experiment. 
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Swwe^  \Sc. — ^There  is  a  fuperabundance  of  fwine  throoghooe 
tbe  parifli :  thej  are  of  a  fmall  fize,  fatten  weU,  and  their  flcfli 
is  pecaliarlj  tender  and  delicate ;  but  the  damage  theydo,  in  the 
winter  feafon,  to  the  grafs  and  com  lands,  as  thej  are  allowed  to 
roam  at  large,  far  exceeds  any  advantages,  that  can  accrue  from 
tbe  rearing  of  them.  Gcefe  and  other  poultry  are  alfo  in 
great  plenty,  though  not  above  half  the  number  are  reared, 
fince  what  was  payable  in  kind  to  the  proprietor,  has  beet 
coaverted  into  money. 

Average  value  of  the  above  Animals. 
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Co0^^—- Dungiftay  Head,  the  Berubium  of  Ptolemy,  is  &■ 
tuated  in  the  N.  £.  comer  of  the  ifland  of  Great  BritaiiH 
where  the  line  of  the  coaft,  from  a  northern  diredion,  turns 
direftly  due  weft,  and  continues  its  courfe,  till  it  reaches  Cape 
Wrath,  with  little  or  no  variation  in  its  reftilinear  direfiion. 
This  beautiful  promontory  is  of  a  circular  fhape,  about  \ 
miles  in  circumference.  Towards  the  fea,  which  encompafles 
two  thirds  of  the  Head,  it  is  one  continued  precipice.  On  the 
land  fide,  yon  defcend  by  a  gentle  flope  into  a  deep  valley,  hav- 
ing a  fmall  mofly  rivulet  running  through  it,  which  termi* 
nates  the  Head  on  that  quarter.  Near  the  top  of  the  rock, 
and  on  that  fide  which  faces  the  Orkneys,  there  b  a  vaft 
giilph  or  cavern,  (called,  by  the  neighbouring  inhabitants,  the 
Clupi)^  ftretching  all  around  perpendicularly  down^  till  its 
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4a&.7  bottom  comes  on  a  level  with  the  tea,  with  whofo 
waves  it  holds  commiinicatio^y  by  an  opening  at  the  bafe  o£ 
the  intervening  rock.  The  bridge  betwixt  thb  fearful  chafnif 
and  the  edge  of  the  main  rock»  towards  the  fea,  is  about  fix 
yards  wide.  On  the  higheft  part  of  the  head,  about  50  yards 
from  the  edge  of  the  precipice,  there  are  to  be  feen  indubi- 
table marks  of  fome  houfe,  or  manfion,  heretofore  ereded  hf 
the  hand  of  man.  Its  bafe,  which  is  all  that  now  remains,  is 
perfe&l^  circular,  and  about  10  feet  wide.  It  has  probably 
been  occupied  as  a  watch  tower,  or  place  of  obfervation,  cor^i 
refpondiog  with  another,  the  veiliges  of  which  are  to  be  feen 
on  the  top  of  Warth  hill,  at  about  the  diftance  of  2  nu|es. 

South  from  the  Head,  for  about  5  miles,  the  Warth  hill 
extends  its  bafe  to  the  fea  brink.  The  coaft  is  every  where 
exceeding  bold,  and  the  wild  and  varied  magnificence  of  the 
rocks  are  peculiarly  firiking  to  the  eye  of  a  ftranger.  Be« 
yond,  for  about  a  mile,  the  coaft  ftibfides  into  a  beautifol 
iandy  beach  winding  around  the  bay,  till  it  reaches 
the  manfion^houfe  of  Erefwick.  Here  the  coaft  again  re* 
fumes  its  boldnels,  which  continues  with  little  variation,  till  it 
reaches  the  confines  of  the  pariih.  The  lands  adjacent  to  the 
ihore,  for  the  laft  3  miles,  (a  little  moor  fouth  of  Frefwick 
excepted,)  are  all  under  cultivation.  The  coaft  is  beautiful ; 
the  foil  luxoriant  and  produftive. 

The  north  coaft  has  but  little  of  that  ftupendous  boldnefs^ 
for  which  the  eaftem  one  is  fo  remarkable.  In  coming  down 
from  the  Head,  and  travelling  weftward  for  two  miles,  the 
walk  is  extremely  pleafant.  The.  greateft  luxuriancy  of 
growtb  prevails,  extending  from  the  fliore  about  a  mile  inland. 
The  beach  itfelf  confifts  wholly  of  ihells  and  fliell  land,  of  the 
pnreft  white,  which  contribute  alike  to  beautify  the  coaft, 
and  to  enrich  the  foil.  In  the  middle  of  this  delightful  walk, 
jou  approach  the  celebrated  refidence  of  John  O'Gaoat  ;  but, 

although 
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although  his  name  be  ftilt  illuftrlous,  t1i«  fpot  is  fcarce!/ 
diAinguifliable  where  h&  d\^elt.  Weft  ward  from  the  burn 
of  Dungifljay  to  Huna,  mofs  prevails  to  the  fea  biink* 
From  Huna  to  Gills,  is  one  of  the  mod  fertile  diftrifis  in  the 
parifli.  The  church  is  fituated  in  the  middle  of  it,  on  a 
green  rifing  g[round,  clofe  by  the  fliore,  the  manfe  about  a 
Quarter  of  a  mile  inland  from  the  church.  Bejond  Gills, 
there  is,  along  the  weft,  a  large  trad  of  wafte  ground,  though 
tery  capable  of  cultivation,  Mey^  part  of  the  property  of 
the  Earl  of  Caithnefs,  terminates  the  parifli  on  the  weft. 
This  18  all  exceeding  populous  and  fertile  diftri6^  \  there  are 
above  ^co  families  on  this  part  of  his  Lordfliip*s  eflate. 
What  he  farms  himfelf  might  rent  for  about  xoo  1.  a-year. 

Maritinu  State. — ^Tbere  are  no  (hips  belonging  to  the  pa-s 
rift,  nor  harbours  in  it  to  receive  them.  The  bays  upon  the 
coaft  are  tho&  of  Gills,  Dongifbay,  and  Frefwick,  in  all  of 
which,  if  the  weather  be  tolerably  mediate,  veffiels  can  li« 
in  fafety,  and  take  in  their  cargoes  ;  bur,  none  of  them  are  to 
be  regarded  as  eligible  ftatioos  in  rough  weather^  GiUi  Bay 
is  preferable  to  the  reft. 

Kelp  and  Minerals, ^^The  ftiores  of  Ganifbay  are  exceeding 
valuable,  yielding  about  i  oo  tons  of  kelp  in  a  favourable  &a* 
toUf  which  is  near  as  much  as  is  made  in  all  the  reft  of  Caith- 
nefs. They  afford  freeftone  for  building,  and  ware  for  the 
land  in  the  greateft  abundance.  The  fhell  flicte  of  Dungif« 
bay,  yields  lime  of  the  firft  eftimation  for  purity  and  whit»- 
ne(j,  and,  in  fome  parts  of  tlie  world,  would  turn  toconiider* 
able  account  to  the  owner.  The  adjacent  lands  are  altoge- 
ther impregnated  with  the  fand  of  thefe  fhella,  which  gives 
a' peculiar  adivlty  and  cleanlinefs  to  the  foil.     The  fuperior 
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luxariancj  of  the  grafs  in  this  diftrift,  feems  wholly  owing  to 
the  quickening  influence  of  this  calcareous  manure  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood. .  Near  Barrogil  Caflle,  is  found  a  fpecies  of  coal 
which  emits  a  hot  vivid  flame  in  burning,  but  without  much 
dilTolution  of  parts,  or  diminution  of  fixef  after  it  becomes 
extind.  It  is  got  near  the  furface  of  the  earth  ;  and,  in  all 
probability,  coal  of  a  better  quality  maj  be  found  under  it ;  but, 
the  fuperabundance  of  peat  fuel,  in  the  moflfes  of  Canifl^ay, 
in  a  great  meafure  fuperfedes  the  necefOty  of  digging  for  it* 

Boats  and  Fi/bing. — ^There  are  about  60  boats  around  the 
coaft,  and  yet  not  one  man  who  lives  entirely  by  filhing  in 
the  whole  pariih.     Eaeh  of  thefe  boats  is  the  joint  property  of, 
perhaps,  6  or  7  diflferent  owners.    The  fifli  are  divided  accord- 
ing to  the  value  of  their  refpedlive  ihares  in  the  boat ;  and,  the 
objed  of  fifliing  is  not  fale,  but  the  fupport  of  their  families. 
The  buiinefs  of  agriculture,  from  the  benignity  of  the  foil, 
and  the  number  of  hands  employed,  being  foon  and  eaiily  dif- 
patcfaed,  they  have  abundance   of  leifure  every  good  day  to 
go  a  fiihing.     Hence,  every  farmer  in  the  pariih,  (the  inland 
eflate  of  Brabfier  excepted,)  is  a  fifherman,  and  every  fi(her-i   ^  |^ 
man  a  farmer.    There  is,  perhaps,  fcarce  an  inftance  known,  of 
one  pariihioner  ever  felling  a  flfh  to  another.     Fiih-mongers 
have  of  late  engaged  fome  boats,  on  the  coaft,  to  fiih  cod  and  ling 
at  a  fijpulated  value  ;  but  as  this  branch  of  induftry  is  yet  but  in 
its  infancy,  it  merits  no  particular  defcription  on  the  prefent 
occafion.     On  the  north  coaft,  the  rapidity  of  the  tides  in  the 
Pentland  Frith  is  altogether  unfavourable  to  fifliing.     In  very 
ilormy  weather,  cod  and  ling  are,  by  the  force  of  the  billows, 
frequently  thrown  in  alive  upon  the  fliore,  and  taken  up  by 
the  people,  who  on  thefe  occtf  ons  go  in  queft  of  them.     On 
the  eail  coaft,  the  fame  difficulties  not  occurring,  fifliing  might 
nnqoeftionably  turn  to  good  account,  if  proper  exertions  were 
Veu  VIII.  U  made 
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xnadci  and  boats  accuHomed  to  make  a  greater  ftretch  ff otti 
land,  before  thej  dropt  their  lines.  Gray  fifli,  as  they  are 
called,  of  all  kinds,  abound  every  where  around  the  coaft, 
and  conftitute  a  great  part  of  the  fuflenanceof  the  inhabitants. 
The  (hoals  of  young  fiih  that  pour  into  every  creek  and  bay, 
about  the  beginning  of  September,  are  fuch,  tfiat  a  boll  of 
them  may  be  caught  at  a  few  bawls,  in  the  courfe  of  one 
evening.  They  feem  to  be  the  intermingled  fry  of  various 
genera,  and  are  call^  by  the  inhabitants  Sellacsm  They  are 
tender  and  delicious  in  the  higheft  degree,  and,  in  general, 
between  3  and  4  inches  long.  While  the  rapidity  of  the  tides 
bn  the  north  coaft  is  much  againft  the  fiihing  of  cod  and  ling, 
there  is  perhaps  no  ftation  in  the  world,  where  a  lobiler  fiih- 
ing might  be  tuore  fuccefsfully  carried  on.  The  bays  of  Mey, 
Gills,  and  Dungifbay,  abound  iti  lob^ers  to  a  great  degree. — 
A  few  boats  at  Mey,  for  the  behoof  of  Meflrs.  Selby  and  Co. 
of  London,  have  been  employed  for  the  firft  time,  in  this 
branch  of  induftry,  this  feafon ;  and,  from  the  fuccefs  they  have 
had,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  this  fpecies  of  fiflting  will  foon  become 
general  around  the  coaft. 

Churchy  Schools f  and  Poor^  \Sc. — The  feffion  records  reach 
as  far  back  as  the  reftoration,  but  are  not  continued  down 
without  many  gaps  and  mutilatioxis.  The  whole  inhabitants 
of  the  parifh  profefs  the  religion  of  the  eftabliflied  church, 
except  a  few  of  the  Anabaptift  perfuafion.  The  firft  rife  of 
that  fed  in  Caithnefs,  was  in  a  part  of  the  parifli  of  Wick, 
where  a  gentleman  of  landed  property  refided,  whofe 
views  of  religion  inclined  him  to  profefs  and  propagate  the 
Anabaptift  fyftem :  From  that  diftri^l,  bordering  on  Canif- 
bay,  it  was  imported  iqjto  this  parifli :  It  is  now  greatly  on  the 
d<!cline,  and  never  was  accompanied  with  any  fort  of  outrage, 
wildnefs,  or  violence  in  its  prof^iFors.     Tlie  ftipend  of  Canif. 
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bay  18  tt  prefent  6  chalders  of  viftual,  one  half  meal,  and  the 
ether  half  bear,  with  300  merks  of  money,  and  the  fmall 
tithes  of  the  pariih,  accounted,  though  not  equal  to,  loo  merks 
more. — Befides  the  parochial  fchool,  there  are  two  fociety- 
fchools  in  the  jparifli,  with  a  (alary  of  10  L  each.  The  paro- 
chial fchool  may  be  worth  about  x8  1.  Sterling.  The  church 
has  very  lately  received  a  good  .repair,  and  the  minifter  has 
been  extremely  well  accommodated  with  new  office,  houfes. 
The  manfe,  unleis  attended  to,  will  not  be  of  long  duration. 
The  glebe  is  a  very  fmall  one,  and  there  is  little  or  no  grafs 
annexed  to  it.— The  poor,  Iro^n  the  feffion  funds,  and  various 
colle&ions,  receive,  at  annual  4iAi'ibutioas,  about  the  fum  of 
10 1.  or  111.  Sterling.  The  indigent  are  indeed  numerous, 
yet  there  are  few  or  no  ftrollin ^  beggars  in  the  pariih  *• 

Drefs^  Cuftqmi^  (^c^— In  Ganiibay  there  ace  no  manufac-' 
tures.  Their  common  apparel  is  of  home  growth  and  tex- 
tore,  generally  dyed  black.  Their  drefs  cloaths  are  all  im- 
ported, and  in  general  of  better  quality,  than  their  circum- 
ftances  can  well  afford.  Both  fexes  are  alike  ambitious  to 
appear  fine*    Few  country  congregations  are  more  crowded, 

M  %  or 

*  The  prefent  muufter  hat  been  iz  years  in  office,  and  hat  not  been  aiked  for 
above  half  a  doien  certificatet,  in  behalf  of  indigent  peiibnt,  neceffiutcd  to  throw 
thcmfdvet  opon  the  alma  of  the  public.  The  pariih,  at  the  fame  time,  compara- 
tively fpeaking,  it  far  from  being  a  rich  one.  The  fea  it  itt  great  fupport,  with- 
out whichy  at  the  rate  the  landt  are  rented,  it  would  be  impoffible  for  the  inhabi- 
tants to  live.  The  fea  not  only  fupplics  them  with  fi(h,  bnt  with*  bread  alfo 
from  the  great  abundance  of  tang-manure,  which  even,  in  bad  feafont,  fcldom 
£ul«  to  enfure  a  crop.  It  alfo  affordt  them  employment,  with  fuiubic  wages 
during  fummer,  in  the  manufa&ure  of  kelp.  A  good  deal  it  gained  by  pilotage 
and  not  a  little  by  fea  expreifet.  From  thele  combined  caafet,  and  their  being 
inured  from  their  earlieft  years  to  habiu  of  fobriety  and  temperance,  they  may 
be  iaid  to  live  in  a  ftate  equally  removed  from  want  and  from  abundance 
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or  brilliant  in  the  fiunmer  feafon.  Meetings  for  dancing  are 
very  common  in  winter*  It  is  then,  too,  that  they  generally 
marry.  Their  weddings  arc  often  crowded  ;  but  the  enter- 
tainment is  always  gratuitous.  There  are  annual  emigra- 
tions  from  the  parifliy  both  of  males  and  females  in  the  me- 
nial line,  who  leave  the  place  of  their  nativity,  in  queft  of 
fuperior  wages  in  the  fouth  of  Scotland.  Many  of  the  young 
men  become  foldiers,  preferring  the  land  to  the  fea  fcrvice. 
Their  charaAer  in  that  capacity  has  always  been  to  their 
credit;.  There  are  few  fuperftitious  ufages  among  them* : 
ghofts  and  fairies  are  believed  to  manifed  themfelves  occa- 
iSonally.  There  are  three  popiih  chapels  mouldering  into 
defolation  in  the  parilh,  one  at  Frefwick,  another  at  Brabfter, 
and  a  third  at  St.  John's  Head.  Some  fuperftitious  rites,  now 
in  total  difufe,  were  wont  to  be  performed,  by  the  ignc 
rant  vulgar,  on  particular  days,  at  thefe  (andified  ruins.  At 
prefent,  not  a  yeftige  of  popery  feems  to  intermingle  in  the 
<creed  of  the  people.  There  are  no  wells  of  preternatural  ef- 
ficacy in  the  parifli.  There  is  no  day  in  the  year  accounted 
inaufpicious,  or,  (Sundays  excepted)  held  in  higher  eftimation 
than  another. 

CbaraSfer. — ^In  point  of  ftature,  there  are  few  of  the  inha- 
f>itants  either  much  above  or  below  the  middle  fize.     Being 

feldom 

*  Nogentleman,  however,  of  the  name  of  Sinclair,  either  in  Caniibfty  or 
thrraghout  Caithnefs,  will  put  on  green  affarel^ox  think  of  crofling  the  Or^  upon  a 
MvHidMj^  They  were  drefled  ip  green,  and  they  crofled  the  Ord  upon  a  Mon- 
day, in  their  way  to  the  battle  of  Flowden,  where  they  fought  and  fell  in  the 
for  vice  of  their  country,  almofl  without  leaving  a  reprefentative  of  the  name  be« 
hind  them.  The  day  and  the  dreft  are  accordingly  regarded  as  inaufpidons. 
If  the  Ord  muft  be  got  beyond  on  Monday,  the  journey  it  performed  by  fea. 
A  fuperfUtion  thui  derived  from  the  heroifin  of  their  anceftort,  and  fo  well  cal- 
calated  to  excite  a  ilmilaf  fpirit  in  their  ofif^ring,  philolbphy  itfclf  will  allow 
to  be  prcfcrved  from  oblivion. 
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feldom  employed  in  anj  fort  of  labour,  whofe  progrefs  from 
its  difficult  J  is  neceflarilj  flow,  and  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to 
every  talk  incumbent  on  them  to  accomplilh,  they  often  ma-^ 
nifeft  the  greateft  aftivlty,  alertoefs  and  difpatch.  Hence, 
while  occupied  in  walking,  or  fpeaking,  their  motion  and 
their  utterance  is  rather  quick  than  flow»  This  may  be  part- 
ly owing  to  their  living  fo  mtich  at  fea,  where  the  greatelt 
poflible  difpatch  is  fo  often  neceffary.  The  climate,  with  a 
train  of  local  circumftances,  ferves  to  give  a  particular  aflivi-i 
ty  to  the  blood  and  fpirits  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  north. 
Notwithftanding  this  alertnefs  and  pomptitude  in  all  their 
operations,  unlefs  impelled  to  adion  from  neceffity,  or  the  ex- 
citement of  fome  particular  intereil  they  have  in  view,  there 
are  no  people  in  the  world  fonder  of  doing  nothing.  During 
their  hours  of  idlenefs,  which  are  many,  languor  and  laffitude 
are  never  obfervable  about  them.  The  mind,  having  no  in- 
terefts  of  its  own  to  faften  upon,  exerts  its  power,  for  the  fake 
of  employment,  in  making  inveftigations  into  the  condition  and 
charader  of  others.  Hence  that  folicitude  after  news,  that 
fpirit  for  ptying  into  the  mod  hidden  concerns  of  their  neigh- 
bours, with  the  view  of  gratifying  curiofity  rather  than  male- 
volence i  and  hence  alfo,  a  more  enlarged  knowledge  of  their 
country,  and  a  more  extenfive  acquaintance  and  correfpon- 
dencewith  one  another,  than  obtains  among  the  peafantry  of 
any  other  part  of  Great  Britain.  In  the  prefence  of  their  fu- 
periors,  their  felf-pofleilion,  recolledlion  and  fsCculty  of  utter- 
ance never  deferts  them.  Their  difcernment  of  the  purpofes 
of  others,  and  dexterity  in  concealing  their  own,  are  no  lefs 
remarkable.  What  a  pity  fuch  refpedable  endowments, 
ihould  be  left  to  wafte  themfelves  on  objedls,  neither  of  pub- 
lic utility  nor  of  private  emolument*  Were  they  properly 
called  forth,  and  engaged  in  branches  of  commendable  induf- 
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try,  the 'gain  would  be  great  indeed,  both  to  thcmfclves  and 
to  their  country. 

Antiquities  and  Natural  Curiqfities.—Uouks,  faid  to  have 
belonged  to  the  Pifts,  though  in  no  rcfped  remarkable,  except 
for  their  antiquity,  arc  to  be  fecn  in  different  parts  of  the  pariih. 
The  profpea  from  Dungiftay  Head,  may  be  well  reckoned  a 
curiofity  of  the  firR  diftindion  of  its  kind-.    It  commands  the 
whole  of  the  Pcntland  Frith,  and  as  far  beyond  it  as  the  eye 
can  ftretch.     The  Orkney  Wes  appear  fpread  out  in  that  hap- 
py point  of  vifion,  b  which  fuch  objcfts  arc  contemplated 
with  the  grcateft  pleafurc  and  delight.     The  German  Ocean 
to  a  great  extent,  the  Murray  Frith,  and  the  hills  of  Banff, 
Aberdeen,  and  Murrayfliire,  are  all  under  view.    No  travel- 
ler, when  he  comes  to  John  0'Groat*s,  will  repent  a  vifit  to 
the  Head.     The  StaUs  of  Dungiibay,  as  they  arc  called,  arc 
two  piramidal  pillars  of  naked  frecftonc-rock.     They   rear 
their  fantaftic  fummits  a  great  way  into  the  air,  and  ftrikc 
the  eye  of  a  ftranger  in  approaching  them,  as  the  huge  fpires 
of  fome  old  magnificent  Gothic  pile.     They  arc  frequented 
in  fummer  by  innumerable  fea  fowls,  who  hatch  and  bring 
forth  their  young  about  their  fides,  while  the  eagle  fits  in 
royalty  upon  their  £ummits.  Near  to  St.  John's  Head,  upon  the 
north  coaft,  is  one  of  the  pleafanteft  fpots  in  the  whole  parifli. 
It  affords  evident  tokens,  of  having  been,  in  former  ages,  a 
f  efidence  of  great  refpeaability ;  from  a  burying  ground,  and 
the  veftiges  of  an  old  chapel  in  the  neighbourhood,  now  in 
total  ruins,  as  well  as  from  the  name  it  bears,  it  would  feem 
to  have  been  confecrated  to  religious  purpofes.     From  the 
veftiges  of  a  ditch  and  draw-bridge,  defending  it  on  the  land 
fide,  it  muft  have  been  occupied  as  a  place  of  ftrengtb  and  fc- 
icurity ;  but,  whether  it  has  been  the  refidence  of  faints  or 
bfitoeSf  it  affords  ample  proof,  that  neither  tafte  nor  judgment 
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were  wanting,  in  the  choice  of  it  as  an  habitation.  The  de- 
corations of  art  are  alone  wanting  to  render  it  one  of  the 
lovelieft  fpotsin  Caithnefs.  In  the  burn  of  Stempfter,  is  found 
white  fpar  of  the  pureft  quality.  When  put  into  the  fire,  a 
very  flight  degree  of  heat  makes  it  throw  out  a  confiderable 
portion  of  phofphoric  light,  which  gradually  decays  as  the 
ftone  coob,  and  is  again  recruited  as  the  ftone  is  heated 
a-new.  When  reduced  to  a  powder,  it  puts  on  an  exceeding 
brilliant  and  beautiful  appearance  during  ignition.  In  elec- 
trical experiments,  it  is  a  non-condu&or,  nor  does  it  feem 
foluble  in  acids.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  eaft  from  the 
•hurch,  there  are  a  fprings  of  fre(h  water,  at  leaft  30  yards 
within  flood  mark.  Betwixt  Brabfter  and  Frefwick  there  is 
a  deep  hollow,  called,  in  the  dialed  of  the  parifli,  the  JVolf*s 
geo^  which  muft  have  derived  its  name  from  being  the  haunt 
of  wolves  in  former  times.  There  are  other  circumftances 
handed  down  by  tradition,  which  tend  to  prove,  that  this 
ravenous  animal  was  once  an  inhabitant  of  Canifliay. 

Wild  Animals. — ^The  quadrupeds  are  foxes,  hares,  otters 
and  weafeb. — Adders  are  fometimes  found  in  the  mofles,  but 
they  are  not  numerous.  In  the  links  of  Frefwick,  Dungif- 
bay  and  Huna,  there  are  plenty  of  rabbits,  but  they  turn  to 
little  account.  There  are  alfo  moor-fowl,  plovers,  fnipes, 
fome  partridges,  and  multitudes  of  wild  pigeons  in  the  rocks. 
Birds  of  paflage  are,  the  green  plover,  wild  goofe,  fnow-fowl, 
wagtail,  fwallow  and  rail.  The.fnow-fowl,  in  the  winter,  are 
inconceivably  numerous.  The  hills  are  exceedingly  well 
fiocked  with  the  moor  game  above  mentioned.  The  coafls, 
throughout  the  year,  abound  in  multitudes  of  fea-fowl.  In 
the  fummer  months,  the  fwarms  of  fcarfs,  marrots,  faiks,  &c» 
that  come  to  hatch  in  the  rocks  of  Dungifl>ay  and  Stroma^ 
are  prodigious*    They  in  a  manner  darken  the  air,  when,  011 
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anj  fudden  alarm,  they  take  wiDg  in  a  body  from  their  nefts. 
The  gun  makes  frequent  and  bloody  havock  among  them. 
Thej  are  ihot  for  amufement  from  boats,  and  the  common 
people  appropriate  their  flefh  and  feathers  to  their  own  ufe. 
The  fport  is  cruel  and  unprofitable,  as  numbers  die  upon  their 
young  in  the  neft|  or  expire  before  they  reach  the  edge  of  the 
projefting  fhelve. 

Planting  ^There  is  no  planting  in  the  pariih.  A  good 
many  years  ago,  an  experiment  was  made  on  a  part  of  the 
Warth  Hill.  A  few  acres  were  planted  with  firs. — They 
throve  very  well  while  young ;  but  the  fence  being  infuf« 
ficient,  and  foon  mouldering  away,  and  the  plantation  expofed 
to  all  poflible  injury,  the  whole  perifbed,  and  at  prefent  no 
veftige  of  it  is  to  be  feen.  The  fpot  was  well  cbofen,  and  had 
the  plantation  been  attended  to,  there  is  hardly  a  doubt,  but 
that  it  would  have  profpered.  No  charge  ought  to  be  brought 
againft  the  foil  and  climate,  as  long  as  the  exertions  of  induf. 
try  are  wanting  to  overcome  the  obflaclcs  complained  of. 
Without  a  fuitable  choice  of  ground,  both  as  to  foil  and  iheU 
ter,  and  without  proper  inclofures,  what  fuccefs  can  or  ought 
to  be  expe&ed  ?  The  burns  of  Frefwick,  of  Dungifbay,  and 
the  winding  braes  of  Gills,  where,  in  defiance  of  the  depreda- 
tionst  both  of  man  and  bead,  fome  natural  brulh^wood  main* 
tains  its  refidence,  feem  to  claim  a  preference  in  experiments 
of  this  fort. 

Roads,  Inns^  ^rqffic^  \Sc. — ^The  public  roads  in  the  pari(h  are 
thofe  leading  from  Huna  to  Wick  and  Thurfo,  both  lying  along 
the  coafl,  the  one  in  a  foutherly,  and  the  other  in  a  wefterly 
direftion.  They  have  never  been  completed,  and  arc  very  ua- 
comfortable  in  the  winter.  A  third  from  Huna,  leading  in- 
to the  middle  of  the  country  by  Brabftcr,  would  be  a  great 
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conveniencj  to  other  parilhes,  as  well  as  to  Canifbaj.  Tip- 
pling faoufes  are  by  far  too  numerous  in  the  parifli :  Thej 
have  undoubtedlj  a  bad  influence  on  the  induftrj,  as  well  as 
morals  of  the  people.  Three,  befides  the  ferrj  houfes,  are  all 
that  ought  to  be  allowed.  From  Huna,  the  ferrj  boat  crofles 
with  the  mails  for  Orkney  once  a  week.  From  Burwick  in 
South  Rjonaldfhaj,  the  Orkney  mails  in  like  manner  crofii  to 
Huna.  The  diftancc  there,  being  the  fhotteft  betwixt  Caith- 
nefs  and  Orkney,  is  reckoned  4  leagues  in  extent.  If  a  paf- 
fenger  goes  along  with  the  mails,  the  freight  is  is.;  but  if  he 
hires  the  ferry  boat  for  himfelf,  it  is  7  s.  Although  the  Pent- 
land  Frith  may  be  defervedly  accounted  the  moft  tempeftuous 
piece  of  fea,  around  the  ifland  of  Britain,  it  is  remarkable  how 
few  accidents  happen  in  croffing  it ;  but  the  danger  it 
threatens,  fuggefts  the  means  of  preventing  it.  The  time  of 
tide  is  obferred  to  a  minute,  in  putting  out  to  fea.  The  boats 
are  ftrong  and  of  good  ponftruAion  ;  the  boatmen  perfed  maf- 
ters  of  their  bufinefs,  and  acquainted  from  their  infancy  with 
every  circumflancej  refpefting  the  variation  of  the  tides  they 
have  to  go  through.  In  the  fnmmer  feafon,  there  is  almoft  a 
continued  communication  betwixt  Caithnefs  and  Orkney,  in 
the  traffic  of  horfes.  Colts  from  the  highlands  of  Caithnefs, 
from  Sutherland  and  Stxathnaver  are  fold  to  Orkney  ;  and  thefe 
very  colts,  when  paft  their  prime,  are  again  brought  from  Ork^ 
jieyt  and  re*imported  into  Caithnefs.  By  far  the  greated 
number  of  thefe  crofs  to  and  from  the  ihores  of  Caniibay,  oa 
account  of  the  fhortnefs  of  the  paiTage.  Large  boats  are  made 
for  tranfporting  them  \  and  the  freight  of  each  colt  is  i  s.,  and 
a  full  grown  horfe  la.  8d.  to  the  neared  land.  There  are 
9  petty  markets  in  the^ptrifli,  in  the  courfe  of  a  year,  one  in 
December,  and  the  other  in  February.  # 

VqL.  VIII,  X  Language^ 
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Language  iSc, — The  Scotch,  with  an  intermixture  of  forae 
Norwegian  vocables*,  is  the  only  language  fpoken  in  the  pau 
rifli.  The  pronunciation,  as  well  as  language  of  the  peafantry, 
IS  better  tl^an  what  prevails  among  the  vulgar  in  more  fontbem 

counties. 

•  The  names  of  places  fcem  to  be  derived  from  the  Norwegian  language. 
Bttry  which  fignifics  an  epate^  is  the  terminating  fyllaWc  of  an  immenfe  number 
of  the  names  of  places  in,  Caithncfs  and  elfcwhere.  They  coniift  for  the  mnh 
part  of  two  fylUhles,  the  firft  mo{^  probably  being  the  name  of  fomc  diftingniih- 
cd  poffcffor.  Many  maritime  places,  both  in  Caithnefe  and  Orkney,  derive 
their  names  from  Tome  pccxiliarity  rtfpeding  the  coaft  or  the  tides.  A«Ut  in  the 
Danifli  tongue,  (ignifies  a  current  of  water,  or  the  particular  courfe  of  a  tide. 
It  feems  to  claim  an  affinity  with  the  G^cXxc  ambnt  and  the  Latin  •mnu,  both 
ft^nifyin^  a  river.— -^Vhere  nuid  is  the  terminating  fyllable,  the  place  is  not  only 
maritime,  but  there  is  always,  in  its  vicinity,  an  opening  of  the  coaft,  Urger 
than  a  creek,  but  fmaller  than  a  bay,  whofe  two  containing  fides' form  an  angle, 
iimilar  to  that  of  the  lips,  terminating  in  the  cheek.  It  is  renaricaUe,  that,  in 
the  Scotch  dialed,  this  is  always  termed  the  vfUk  of-  the  mou^h.  It  doca  not 
therefore  appear,  that  there  is  the  leafc  affinity  betwixt  wiek  and  tuVw.  The  for- 
mer vocable  is  for  the  moft  part,  if  not  always,  maritime  :  the  btter,  from  the 
meaning  of  the  word,  can  have  no  poffible  refped  to  local  fituation.  If  xDtdk 
were  derived  from  t>/W,  we  would  find  weh  as  generally  inland  m  upon  the 
coaA ;  and  every  place  bearing  the  name  of  totti  ought  either  to  be,  or  to  afford 
fomc  evidence,  that  in  former  ages  it  had  been  4  village.  In  Orkney,  there  are 
a  great  number  of  wicks,  and  in  Caithnefs  two.  They  are  all  upon  the  coai^ 
and  every  one  of  them  charaderifed  by  an  opening  in  the  rocks,  of  the  particular 
figure  above  dcfcribcd. 

From  the  above  obfervations,  the  names  of  moft  places  in  Caniibay  are  of  caly- 
derivatlon.  JJuua  is  made  up  of  the  word*  bitlm  and  oat.  The  former  ia  che 
fame  as  bollov)  in  £ngU(h,  and  bvu>  in  Scotch  :  The  latter  it  the  tide  ftream, 
or  current,  oppofite  to  the  coaft.  In  confirmation  of  this  etymology,  Haoa  ii 
one  of  the  loweft  lying  places  in  the  parifli,  and  where  the  tides  are  lefs  rapid 
than  on  other  parts  of  the  coaft.  Stroma  h  compounded  of  Stnm  and  oat ;  the 
former  in  the  Daniih  tongue  fignifying  impetaons,  and  the  latter,  a  cun^iitB  <ls 
^ready  obferved.  The  tides  around  Stromal,  are  fuppofed  to  run  at  the  rate  of 
near  10  knots  an  hour.  Frefwick  is  the  greem  wUk,  from/r^/ft,  fignifying  green 
and  the  figure  in  the  coaft  ftrikingly  dc^ed  in  its  vicinity,  which  is  found  in  every 

place, 
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toHnttes.  The  better  fort,  and  efpecially  the  fair  fex,  fpeak 
as  well,  and  with  as  little  peculiarilj  of  accent,  as  their  equals 
in  any  part  of  Scotland.  There  is  fcarcelj  a  place  in  the 
whole  pari(h^  whofe  name  is  not  of  Norwegian  derivation. 
The  Gaelic  is  totally  unknown  in  Canifbay  \  nor  is  there  a 
place  throughout  the  parifli,  whofe  name  indicates  the  leaCk 
affinity  to  that  language. 

Man/ion  Houfes. — ^Thc  honfe  of  Frefwick  is  a  modern 
building,  fufficiently  commodious  and  elegant.  About  15 
years  ago,  in  the  month  of  February,  the  thunder  broke  on 
one  of  its  wings,  threw  down  a  chimney  top,  and  rent  the 
wall  from  top  to  bottom,  befides  damaging  thegrcatelt  pare  of  the 

X  a  windows; 

place,  where  wick  obtains.  Perhaps  it  is  Iroinfrijh  that  tlie  Engllfh  Vfordfrifi  is 
acrivcd,  which  fometimes  bears  a  meaning  little  different  from  grtfti, 

Dungiibay  Head  is  called,  by  Ptolemy, /^ifvCitr^i,  a  word  evidently  formed  from 
the  name  it  bore,  in  the  days  of  this  geographer     The  Greeki  had  no  word,  in 
their  own  language*  having  m  for  the  terminating  letter ;  but  in  writing  of  pcr- 
fons  or  places,  among  barbarians,  they  frequently  end  the  vocable  with  «;  per- 
haps that  it  might  appear  as  a  barbanfm,  compared  with  th«  mullcal  founds  of 
their  own  harmonious  tongue,     t  he  word  Sery  ^outd  feem  to  have  been  a 
common  appellation  to  fnch  places  ^s  Dungifbay  Head  in  thofe  timesL    At  thif 
day,  a  fmiilar  promontory,  in  the  illand  of  Walls  in  Orkney,  is  termed  the  Berj, 
T/;c  vrord  is  clearly  of  Norwegian  derivation.  It  iignifics  a  place  of  obfervation  • 
or  a  ]  rincipal  fiatioo,  for  difcovering  the  approach  of  an  enemy  by  fea,  when  at  a 
great  dlllance.   The  evident  remains  of  a  watch  tower,  on  Dungiibay  Head  are 
u  proof  of  what  i^  here  afierted.     Beretttr,  in  the  Danifli  tongue,  to  this  day  fiv^ 
utiles  to  commutticate  intelligence,  to  warn  or  give  notice.   I'he  name  of  Warth 
or  Varth  Hill  is  of  fimilar  derivation.   Vartsr^  m  tl:c  abo?e  bngnagc  is  to  attend 
to  wait  on,  ct  ta  watch  for.     Hence  the  fpeculum  on  the  HoaJ,  being  ti»c  prin- 
cipal (lation,  w.i-  to  difcover  and  coni.;iunicate  to  that  on  the  Varth  Hill ;  whcre^ 
as  the  office  of  the  latter  v/a.,  to  (biil  in  waiting  for  fuch  information,  from  the 
former,  to  receive   and  lrar.f:nlt  ih=  dlicovcrics  communicated   from  the  £€ry4 
Mej  would  appcfur  to  hav:  its  name,  iicm  the  ciirly  and  luxuriant  verdure  oit 
nliwx  is  called  tuc  b^sk  ii^ad,  va  :..>:  fpxing  months.    Bnljlcr  is  the  eftat« 
tfr  poiTcifion  oi  firaS, 
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vriTtdow5»-^Barrogi/  Caftk  is  an  old  ari(|ocratic  pile ;  bat,  re- 
newing its  age  apace,  under  the  additions  and  embellifliQients 
it  is  daily  receiving  from  its  noble  owner.  The  manfion 
houfe  of  Brabfter  is  old,  and  iitiiated  in  the  moft  inland  part 
of  the  paritb-  The  ruins  of  three  ancient  towers  or  caftles 
are  ftill  to  be  feen ;  one  in  Mej,  another  fouth  of  the 
prefent  manfion  houfe  of  Frefwick  *,  and  a  third  fituated  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland  of  Stroma :  Thej  are  all  built 
upon  rocks  rifing  out  of  the  fea,  have  been  occupied  as  places 
of  defbnce,  and,  in  all  probability,  inhabited  by  heroes* 

IJland  of  Stroma^ — The  ifland  of  Stroma  is  fituated  in  the 
Pentland  Frith,  about  a  league  from  the  fliore  of  Caniflmy.  It 
is  a  mile  long,  and  half  a  mile  in  breadth.  It  contains  30 
families,  97  females  and  73  males,  and  rents  at  about  X20 1. 
Sterling  fer  annum.  It  is  very  produdive  in  com ;  but  tho 
inhabitants  are  obliged  tp  fupply  tbemfelves  with  fuel,  from 
tha  mofles  on  the  main  land.  The  tenth  flieaf  was  heretofore 
taken  in  part  payment  of  the  rent.  This,  with  all  other  cuf« 
toms  and  fervices,  has  of  late  been  converted,  by  the  prefent 
proprietor,  at  the  defire  of  the  people,  into  money.  There  are 
few  difcriminating  features  in  the  charader  of  the  Stromarei* 
ans  from  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  parifli.  Th«y  fpeak 
the  fame  language,  wear  the  fame  apparel,  and  obferre  the 
fame  cuftocns.  The  fea  is  one  of  their  principal  fources  of 
fupport.  They  are  dabbling  in  fait  water  from  their  child- 
hood  upwards.  From  their  political  fitnation,  and  the  fim- 
plicity,  fobriety  and  induftry,  natural  to  them,  there  are 
perhaps  few  iflanders  on  earth  happier  than  thofe  of  Stroma. 
They  have  a  fociety  fchool  in  the  ifland,  and  they  come  very 
regularly  by  fea  to  church,  when  the  weather  allows  them  to 
crofs  the  found.     On  the  weft  of  the  ifland,  there  is  a  vaft 

cavern 
*  For  a  view  of  the  old  Caflle  of  Frefwick,  fee  PcnnantU  Tour. 


%f  Canifbay.  i6j 

gavenii  (prGlupe  ts  it  is  called,)  at  abont  30  yafds  from  the 
beach.  It  ftretches  down  to  a  level  with  the  fep,  who£e  waves 
are  fcen  ponring  into  it,  by  a  narrow  opening  at  rhe  bottom* 
The  Tea  is  often  exceedingly  tempeftaous,  around  the  iitand  im. 
the  winter  months.  The  coaft  on  the  weft  is  exceedingly  bold* 
The  tremenduous  elevation  of  the  billows,  that  beat  againfl 
It  during  a  ftormi  from  that  quarter,  exceeds  all  power  of  dc« 
fcription.  Although  the  rocks  are  only  inferior  to  thofe  of 
Dnngiibay  Head,  the  fpray  is  tolTed  above  their  loftieft  fum« 
mits,  and  falls  in  fuch  profufion  as  to  run  in  rills  to  the  op* 
pofite  ikore.  A  refervoir,  in  a  commodious  fituation,  is  made 
to  receive  it,  together  with  the  rain  which  the  clouds  im- 
part ;  and  hence,  a  mill  is  kept  going  in  the  winter  months, 
for  grinding  the  grain  of  the  ifland.  Tbe  agitation  of  the 
fpray  is  often  fo  great,  that  the  water  in  the  fpring  wells  be* 
comes  brakiih,  and  a  fait  tafte  prevails  in  the  air.  The  tide 
is  fuppofed  to  rife  to  the  height  of  6  fathoms  from  loweftebb* 
During  a  ftorm  from  the  weft,  the  rife  of  the  fea,  on  that  fide, 
is  more  •than  a  fathoms  higher,  than  on  the  eaft  of  the  ifland* 
From  the  antifeptic  influence  of  the  fait  particles,  perpetually 
floating  in  the  air,  mummies  were  preferved  for  a  great 
length  of  years,  and  were  wont  to  be  exhibited  as  curiofities, 
in  a  chapel  fituated  in  the  ifland.  The  mummies  are  now 
dcftroyed,  and  the  chapel  is  unroofed  and  mouldering  into  ruin* 

Pentland  Frtib,^^The  Pentland  Frith  is  reckoned  24  miles 
in  lengthy  and  varies  from  4  to  5  leagues  in  breadth.  It 
has  the  Orkney  Ifles  on  the  N.  and  the  coafts  of  Caithnels  on 
the  S.9  and  forms  a  communication  between  the  German  and 
the  Atlantic  Oceans.  In  the  mouth  of  the  frith,  and  nearly  half 
way  between  Dungifl>ay  Head  and  the  Orkneys,  are  fituated 
Uie  Pentland  SiirrUi.  Thefe  are  two  fmall  uninhabited 
iflandSy  the  one  confiderably  larger  than  the  other,  and  flretch- 

ing 
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ing  a  little  eaftward  of  Daogiibay  Head,  the  ifland  of  Stroma 
Ijing  about  two  leagues  to  the  weft.  The  parts  of  the  frith^ 
inoft  dangerous  to  navigation,  are  two  currents,  firetching  £rom 
Dungifbaj  Head  and  St.  John's  Head,  to  a  confiderable  dif* 
tancc  from  land*  The  former  is  called  the  Boars  of  Dun^if' 
hay^  and  the  latter  the  Main  of  Mey.  The  billows  in  them 
arc  often  fwollen  to  a  monftrous  fize,  even  in  the  fineft  fum- 
mer  daj.  Thej  feem  to  arife  from  the  coUifion  of  tides  in 
oppofite  direAions,  and  recoiling  with  increa£c:d  impetuofiry 
from  the  head  lands  above  mentioned. — Without  the  aid  of  ikil* 
ful  pilotage,  they  are  hazardous  even  in  the  calmeft  weather. 
The  tides  in  every  part  of  the  frith  are  various  and  irregular, 
and  of  courfe  the  navigation  dangerous,  efpecially  in  the 
night,  where  a  very  fmall  deviation  from  the  proper  courfs 
may  be  attended  with  fatal  confequences. 

A  Light^Houfe  Prcpofed. — ^For  the  above  reafons,  and  many 
more  that  might  be  advanced,  there  is  not,  around  the  ifland 
of  Britain,  a  ftation  where  a  light-houfe  is  more  requifitei 
than  in  the  mouth  of  the  Pentland  Frith.  A  year  does  not  pafs, 
without  fome  fatal  accidents  to  (hipping,  from  the  want  of  it. 
Either  Dungiibay  Head,  or  the  largeft  of  the  Pentland  Sker<* 
ries,  is  the  ftation  where  a  light^houfe  ought  to  be  erefted. 
A  light  on  the  Head  would  ferve  to  illuminate  the  Pentland 
Frith  to  the  weft,  and  the  German  Ocean  to  the  eaft,  as  tar 
as  the  eye  could  difcern  it.  No  doubt  its  altitude  in  foggy 
weather  is  an  argument,  againft  it,  as  a  ftation  for  a  light 
houfe;  but,  from  the  prevalence  of  winds  in  this  quar« 
ter  of  the  world,  fogs  would  very  rarely  obftruft  the 
light.  The  Skerry  alfo,  would  unqueftionably  be,  in  many 
refpefls,  an  excellent  ftation.  It  is  eaR  of  the  Head,  and  of 
every  part  of  the  coaft.  From  its  local  fituation,  it  would 
probably  yield,  a^s  fure  a  guidance  to  fljippiug,  as  could  be 
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ezpeded  from  a  Iight«houfe  on  the  Head.  It  promifes,  in* 
deed,  man j  advantages  as  a  ftation  for  a  light-houfe  ;  and  the 
principal  objefttons  which  can  be  argued  againft  it,  are,  the 
great  difiiculty  there  would  be,  to  find  a  perfon  willing  to  ac- 
cept of  fo  tcmpeftiious  a  reiidence  in  the  winter  months  ;  and 
the  expence,  which  would  be  at  leaft  6  times  greater  than  at 
the  Head.  Thefe  points  being  confidered,  perhaps,  it  is  up- 
on the  Head  where  the  experiment  ought  firft  to  be  tried* 
A  light-houfe  on  either  of  thefe  ftations,  would  be  an  infallible 
fafeguard  to  veflels  from  midaking  the.  bajs  of  Reifs  and  of 
Frefwick  in  the  night,  for  the  Pentland  Frith.  This  has  been 
often  done,  and  the  mod  fatal  confequences  have  enfaed. 
All  mariners  declare,  that  thej  would  have  no  more  hefi- 
tation  in  failing  through  the  Pentland  Frith,  at  the  dead  of 
night,  than  at  mid-day,  had  they  the  guidance  of  a  light- 
houfe  to  dircd  their  courfe.  The  number  of  vefTels,  that  pafs 
and  repafs  in  the  Pentland  Frith,  during  the  courfe  of  a  year, 
may  be  reckoned  about  20C0,  or  even  upwards. 

Account  o/JOJTN  0'Groat*s  House. — ^Wc  ihall  conclude 
tfab  paper,  with  an  account  of  the  mod  memorable  place  in  the 
parifli,  which  has  often  been  vifited,  by  travellers  from  very 
diflant  countries,  who,  it  is  believed,  have  rarely  been  made 
acquainted  with  the  peculiar  circumflance,  which  firft"  gave 
rife  to  its  celebrity  ;  its  fame  having  been  in  general  errone- 
oufly  attributed,  to  its  mere  local  fituation,  at  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  ifland  \  whereas,  it  originated  in  an  event 
not  unpleafing  to  relate,  and  which  furniihes  a  uleful  lefTon 
of  morality. 

In  the  reign  of  James  IV.  of  Scotland,  Malcolm^  Ga* 
vim  and  yoLn  de  Or  oat  ^  (fuppofed  to  liave  been  bro« 
thers,  and  originally  from  Holland,)  arrived  in  Caithnefs, 
from  the  fouth  of  Scotland^  bringing  with  them,  a  letter 
written  in  Latin,  by  that  prince,  recompiending  them  to  the 

countenance 
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countenance  and  protedloa  of  his  loving  fubjeAs,  in  tiift 
county  of  Caithnefs.  They  purchafed,  or  got  pofieflion  of,  the 
lands  of  Warfe  and  Dungifbaj,  lying  in  the  parilh  of  Ca- 
ni{bay,  on  the  fide  of  the  Pentland  Frith  ;  and  each  of  them 
obtained  an  equal  ihare  of  the  property  they  acquired.  In 
procefs  of  time,  their  families  increafed,  and  there  came  to  be 
eight  different  proprietors  of  the  name  of  Groat,  who  poflef. 
fed  thefe  lands  amongft  them  ;  but,  whether  the  three  original 
fettlers  fplit  their  property  among  their  children,  or  whether 
they  purchafed  for  them,  fmall  poiTeflions  from  one  anotheri 
does  not  appear. 

Thefe  eight  families,  having  lived  peaceably  and  comforts 
ably  in  their  fmall  pofTeiGons,  for  a  number  of  years,  eftablifk* 
ed  an  annual  meeting,  to  celebrate  the  anniverfary  of  the  arrive 
al  of  their  anceflors  on  that  coaft.  In  the  courfe  of  their  fefti* 
vity,  on  one  of  thefe  occafions,  a  quefiion  arofe,  refpefting  the 
right  of  taking  the  door,  and  fitting  at  the  head  of  the  table,  and 
fuch  like  points  of  precedency,  (each  contending  for  the  feni- 
ority  and  chieftainfliip  of  the  clan,)  which  increafed  to  fuch  a 
height,  as  would  probably  have  proved  fatal  in  its  confequen-. 
ces  to  fome,  if  not  to  all  of  them,  had  not  John  de  Groat, 
who  was  proprietor  of  the  ferry,  interpofed.  He  having  ac- 
quired more  knowledge  of  mankind,  by  his  conflant  inter« 
courfe  with  flrangers  pafQng  the  Pentland  Frith,  faw  the  dan- 
ger of  fuch  difputes ;  and  having  had  addrefs  enough  to  pro- 
cure filence,  he  began  with  expatiating  on  the  comfort  and 
happinefs  they  had  hitherto  enjoyed,  fince  their  arrival  in  that 
remote  corner,  owing  to  the  harmony  which  had  fubfifted 
among  them.  He  afTured  them,  that,  as  foon  as  they  appear* 
ed  to  fplit  and  quarrel  among  themfelves,  their  neighbours, 
who  till  then  had  treated  them  with  refped,  would  fall  upon 
them,  take  their  property  from  them,  and  expel  them  from 
the  county;     He  therefore  conjured   them,   by  the  ties  Of 
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bidod,  and  their  mntual  fafcty,  to  retttrn  qnietlji  that  night, 
to  their  feveral  home? ;  and  he  pledged  himfelf»  that  he  would 
Satisfy  them  all  with  refpeA  to  precedencj,  and  prevent  the 
poffibilitj  of  fuch  difputes  among  them^  at  their  fatnre  an« 
niverlary  meetings.  They  all  acquiefeed,  and  departed  In 
peace.  In  due  time^  John  de  Groat,  to  fulfil  his  en- 
gagement, built  a  room,  diftinft  bj  itfelf,  of  an  oflogOQ 
ihape,  with  8  doors  and  windows  in  it  $  and  having  placed  in 
the  middle,  a  taUe  of  oak,  of  the  lame  llSape,  when  the  next 
anniveriarjr  meeting  took  place,  he  defired  each  of  them  to 
enter  at  his  own  door,  and  to  fit  at  the  head  of  the  table  ;  he 
taking  himfelf  the  (cat  that  was  left  unoccnpled*  By  this  in-« 
geniotts  contrivance,  any  difpute,  in  regard  to  rank,  was  pre* 
vented,  as  they  all  found  themfelves  on  a  ^oting  of  equality, 
and  their  former  harmony  and  good  humour  were  reftored* 
That  building  was  then  named  John  0*Groat*s  houfe,  and 
though  the  houfe  is  totally  gone,  the  place  where  it  ftood  fti}! 
rouins  the  name,  and  deferves  to  be  remembered,  as  long  aa 
good  intentions,  and  good  fenfe,  axe  eftimablc  in  a  country  *• 
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NUMBER    X. 

PARISH  OF  NEWBURGH. 

{County  and  Synpd  of  Fi/e.-^^Prt/h/tiry  o/Cnfar.y 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Stuart. 


HaWi  Siiuation^  Extent  and  SoiL 

THE  town  of  Newbtirgh  has  evidentlj  giren  its  mme 
to  this  parifii;  and  the  fignificant  tenn,  bj  whtdi  it  it 
deaominated,  may  hare  been  impofed  in  reference  to  feme 
|nore  ancient  bnrgh  in  the  iieighbourhood.  It  forms  the 
boundary  of  the  county  of  Fife,  on  the  N.  W.-*-The  extent 
of  the  parifli  is  inconfiderable,  and  its  figure  very  irregular, 
one  part  of  it  being  detached  from  the  other  *•  The  foil  on 
tho  N.  and  £.  of  the  town  of  Newburgh,  where  the  gmvnd 
is  low  and  flat,  oonfills  oi  rich  clay,  not  inftrior  in  quality 
to  any  in  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie  ;  on  the  weft  of  the  town,  and 
'li^kf  to  the  river,  wh^re  the  ground  rifes  higher,  it  is  light  and 
gravelli(h  \  more  foutherly,  where  the  ground  fuddenly  dips,  it 
tends  to  mofs ;  and  ilill  farther  fouth,  where  the  ground  again 
rifes  into  the  Ochil  Hills,  it  becomes,  in  fome  places,  dry  and 
loamy,  in  others  wet  and  tilly.     In  the  efiate  of  Fitcairly, 
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however,  owing  to  the  fortunate  flopings  of  the  eminences, 
and  the  largenefs  of  the  interjacent  flats,  there  are  manj  fields 
well  adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  agriculture,  which  have,  ac- 
coidioglj,  been  brought  bj  the  proprietor,  into  a  (late  of  fer« 
tilitj  and  cultivation. 

Climate f  Bifeafesy  \Sc, — In  the  hilly  parts  of  the  pariih,  the 
climate,  although  cold,  is  reckoned  more  healthy,  than  in  the 
lower  grounds,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  where  the  town  of 
Newburgh  flands.  Ttbere  the  flat  is  hemmed  in  on  the  fouth, 
by  the  Ochil  Hills,  which  obflru£l  the  fun's  influence,  while 
it  lies  open,  on '  the  oppofite  fide,  to  the  N.  £•  winds,  that 
blow  up  the  Frith  of  Tay  with  piercing  keennefs.  Notwith- 
flanding  this,  epidemical  diflempers  are  not  more  frequent,  or 
more  fatal  in  Newburgh,  than  in  other  parts  of  the  neigh- 
bouring country.  Rheumatifms  and  confumptions  may  be 
fiated,  as  the  difeafes,  to  which  its  inhabitants  are  mo(t  liable. 
The  pradice  of  inoculating  for  tlie  froall  pox,  not  having  be- 
come general,  many  children  are,  from  time  to  time,  loft  by 
that  difeafe.  In  the  courfe  of  fpring  and  fummer  1791,  no 
{ewer  than  j6  children  died  of  it,  in  the  town  of  NewburgH. 
But  it  may  be  ezpeAed,  that  the  fame  diftemper  will  not  in 
future,  find  fo  many  viclims,  as  the  good  fenfe,  and  well 
direSed  afiedion  of  parents  begin  to  overturn  any  prejudices, 
they  might  formerly  have  entertained  on  that  fubjeft,  and  to 
engage  them  in  taking  that  eafy  flep,  for  faving  the  lives  of 
their  offspring,  which  experience  juftifies,  and  which  Provi- 
dence, from  the  fuccefs  attending  it,  feems  to  fan£tion  and  ap- 
prove. 

Jiiv^/.— .No  river  runs  through  this  pariih.  The  Tay, 
which  waflies  its  northern  extremity,  more  properly  form- 
ing a  "boundary  to  it,  than  making  any  pr.rt  of  it*     fiut  the 
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Taj  maj  find  a  place  in  the  ftatifiical  account  of  anj  diflriA, 
that  reaches  to  its  border.  This  noble  river,  having  received 
tbe  acceffipn  of  the  w^ter  of  the  Earn,  begins  at  Newborgh, 
toafiume  the  appearance  of  an  arm  of  the  fea  \  and,  bj  the  in- 
habitants of  that  town  and  neighbourhood,  is  denominated 
the  Broad  Water.  When  the  tide  in  it,  however,  has  ebbtd, 
it  leaves  i^  confidprable  part  of  its  channel  dry  ;  and,  collect, 
ing  itfelf  into  two  currents,  pafles  along  the  oppofite  fides  of 
its  bed,  in  what  are  termed  the  North  and  South  Decfs.  The 
3outh  Deep,  conuins  b^  far  th^  greateft  quantity  of  water, 
gnd  fumiOies  phe  ^o^rfe,  which  veiTels  of  burden  ufually  hold, 
in  paf&ng  up  and  down  the  river.  As  far  up  as  Newburgh, 
(he  Tay  admits  vefiels  of  500  tons  burden ;  but  above  the 
confluence  of  the  Earn,  beyond  which  Perth  is  fituated,  vef- 
fels  of  209  tons  burden,  when  deep  laden,  proceed  with  dif- 
ficulty. Veflels,  however,  of  about  90  or  100  tons  burden, 
(in  which  the  trade  vith  Perth  is  ufually  carried  on,)  eafily 
inake  the  fhore  of  Perth  ;  and  when  larger  velTels  are  employ, 
ed  in  that  trade,  part  of  their  cargoes  is  diftributed  among 
lighters,  on  their  arriyal  at  th^  ihore  of  If ewburgh. 

Salmon  Fi/hing.'^^tRits  being  favourable  to  commerce, 
the  Tay  fumifhes  great  <juantities  of  excellent  falmon,  the 
fifhing  of  which  has,  efpecially  of  late  years,  become  a  con- 
fiderable  fource  of  wealth  to  all  who  have  property  in  the 
river.  The  proprietor  of  that  part  of  its  channel,  on  the  fouth 
fide,  which  correfponds  to  the  length  of  the  parifli  of  New. 
burgh,  draws  about  aoo  1.  Sterling,  of  yearly  rent,  for  his 
fifliings  ;  and,  in  fituations  farther  up,  where  the  channel  19 
PQt  fo  brpad,  por  the  tide  fo  powerful,  proprietors  receive  a 
muph  greater  rent  for  a  much  lels  extent  of  water.  What 
P|iablf$  filbermen  to  pay  fuch  high  rents,  is,  the  great  price 
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^\kvc\%  falmon  bring  in  the  London  market.  The  company  at 
Perth,  jvhich  rents  the  bulk  of  falmon  fifhings  in  the  Taj, 
feldom  expofcs  filh  to  fale  in  Scotland,  except  at  Perth  ;  but 
continues  to  fend  them  to  London  through  the  whole  fifhing 
feafon.  When  the  weather  is  not  uncommonly  warm,  or  the 
fi(h  more  than  ordinarily  abundant,  they  are  fent  up  frefli.  For 
conveying  them,  the  company  employs  no  fewer  than  4,  and 
fometimcs  5  fmacks,  of  about  90  tons  burden  each,  which  are, 
in  general,  navigated  by  failors  belonging  to  Newburgh. 
Thefe  light,  but  ftrong  built  veflels,  are  kept  running  at  all 
weathers,  with  almoft  any  quantity  of  filh ;  and,  as  the 
voyage,  in  the  fifliing  feafon,  cannot  be  long,  they  generally 
bring  their  cargoes  to  market  perfedly  found,  efpecially  fince 
the  praAice  has  prevailed,  of  packing  the  falmon  in  ice—- One 
fituated  on  the  border  of  the  Tay,  is  pleafed  with  obferving 
tliis  new  and  gainful  trade  to  the  capital  3  and  cannot  help 
admiring  the  fpirited  induftry  of  that  merchant,  by  whom  it 
was  firft  rendered  confiderable.  At  the  fame  time,  he  may 
be  allowed  to  exprefs  his  regret,  that  any  advantages  arifing 
from  a  monopoly  of  (almon,  fkould  prevent  the  inhabitants  of 
three  counties,  from  (haring  in  thofe  delicacies,  which  Provi- 
dence annually  fcatters  in  fuch  abundance  upon  their  ihores. 

Hilb  and  Woods. — The  hills  in  the  parifli  of  Newburgh, 
ptefent  no  remarkable  appearance^  Like  the  generality  of 
hills,  in  that  extenfive  ridge,  which  runs,  with  little  interrup- 
tion, from  the  neighbourhood  of  Stirling,  to  the  N.  £•  ex- 
tremity of  Fife,  they  are  broad- topped,  green,  and  in  many 
places,  arable*— -That  abrupt  rock  near  to  Newburgh,  on  the 
S.  £«,  which  excites  the  furprife,  and  fometimes  awakens  the 
terror  of  ftrangers,  in  paffing  along  the  road  immediately  un- 
der it,  belongs  to  the  parlih  of  Abdie.  In^  regard  to  woods, 
It  doe$  not  appear,  that  there  have  been  any  of  great  extent, 
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in  the  pariih  of  Newburgh,  at  lead  within  the  period  to  which 
its  written  records  reach  ^  although  it  is  not  improbable,  thai 
the  wood  mentioned  in  the  hifiory  of  Sir  William  Wal^ 
LACE,  bj  the  name  of  Iron^Side^  may  have  ancientlj  cover« 
cd  its  lower  grounds.  Above  20  years  ago,  the  proprietor 
of  Pitcairly,  having  inclofed  the  greateft  part  of  his  lands,  in 
that  quarter,  with  ditches  and  ftone  fences,  run  along  many 
ftripes,  and  interfperfed  feveral  confiderable  clumps  of  di£Ferent 
kinds  oi  wood,  which  give  a  cheering  appearance  to  his  eftate» 
as  it  unexpededly  opens  on  the  view  of  the  traveller,  in  croC* 
fing  a  diftriA,  otherwife  uninclofed,  and  ill  fupplied  with  trces« 
Of  late  years,  fimilar  Aeps  have  been  taken,  in  the  lower 
grounds,  on  the  eftate  of  Mugdrum ;  and  at  no  great  diftance 
of  time,  the  beauties  of  that  place,  naturally  delightful,  may 
be  much  heightened,  by  various  well  difpofedi  and  thriving 
plantations. 

Antiquities. — ^At  the  N.  £•  extremity  of  this  pari(h«  near 
the  river  Tay,  on  a  gentle  rife,  in  the  middle  of  a  rich,  and 
not  unextenfive  flat  of  clay  lands,  appear  the  ruins  of  the  an- 
cient Jlhbty  of  Undores.  Goacerning  the  hiftory  of  this 
Abbacy,  wbUe  it  continued  under  the  power  of  the  church,  or 
after  it  was  ereded  into  a  temporal  lordlbip,  nothing  material 
can  be  difcovered,  which  has  not  ^ready  been  made  public. 
About  the  year  174I9  the  abbey,  with  a  fmall  part  of  the  ab- 
bey lands,  which,  till  that  time,  had  been  retained  by  the 
family  of  Lindores,  pafled  into  the  hands  of  the  fon  of  a  former 
minider  of  Newburgh ;  and,  by  a  fubfequent  fale,  have  come 
into  the  pofieffion  of  the  family  of  Mugdrum.  What  may 
have  been  the  extent  of  the  buildings  of  the  abbey,  in  former 
times,  one  cannot  judge,  as  part  of  the  grounds,  which  they 
once  occupied,  is  now  converted  into  arable  land.  Remains 
of  the  church,  however,  arc  ftill  extant,  which  iaew,  that  it 
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mod  have  been  a  larg(»|  if  not  an  elegant  building;  Parts,  aUb, 
of  the  garden  walls  are  ftill  (landing,  which  fuggeft  no  mean  idea 
of  the  wealth  of  the  clergy  who  inhabited  it,  and  flrongly  txiatk 
the  pains  they  had  taken,  to  fecure  the  delicacies  and  luxurits 
of  the  table.  Within  thefe  walls,  and  for  a  fmall  fpace  be- 
yond them,  on  one  fide,  the  ground  continues  to  be  occupied 
by  fruit  trees,  which,  havbg  been  lotig  fince  planted,  exhibit 
appearances  of  decay,  that,  viewed  in  conjunAion  with  the 
mouldering  fragments  of  ftruftures,  half  covered  at  top  with 
ivy,  and  furrounded  at  bottom  with  thorn  and  hazel,  give  an 
air  of  melancholy  grandeur  to  the  place  at  large.  That 
dwelling  houfe,  fituated  in  the  heart  of  the  ruins,  and  ocon- 
pied  occafionally,  till  of  late  years,  by  the  proprietors,  or  dietr 
friends,  muft  have  been  repaired  from  fome  more  ancient  Ru- 
bric, or  an  entire  new  building  of  ftones  taken  out  of  the 
walls  of  the  abbey.  If  we  may  credit  tradition,  it  was 
reared  by  the  firft  Lord  Lindores,  in  the  beginning  of 
laft  century,  and  has  received  confiderable  additions  and 
improvements  fince  that  period.  Formerly  ftrangers,  who 
vifited  the  ruins  of  the  abbey,  had  a  ftone  coffin  poinc* 
ed  out  to  them,  which  was  placed  within  the  area  of 
the  church,  on  the  north  wall,  towards  the  eaft  end,  whieh 
was  &id  to  have  contained  the  remain^  of  an  Earl  of  Douglas  } 
hntf  in  «confequence  of  depredations  lately  made  upqn  the 
walls,  it  is  now  covered  over  with  rubbifli.  Whether  this 
coCn  did  in  faft  contain  the  bones  of  an  Earl  of  Donglas,  or 
of  a  Duke  of  Roth&y,  or  perhaps  of  fome  dignified  ecclefiaftic 
bdongiag  to  the  abbey,  no  certain  information  can,  be  pro^ 
cufed,  as  there  is  not  a  fingle  infcription  to  be  found  iii  any 
part  of  die  church,  or  of  the  other  buildings,  which  might 
lead  to  the  difcovery  of  fads  of  fuch  remote  antiquity.  Upon 
the  whole,  in  viewing  the  abbey  of  Lindores,  nothing  is  now 
ta  1^  met  with|  worthy  of  attaching  the  curiofity  of  the  vifi- 
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tor.  If  ever  it  jpitfented  any  ftriking  difplajs  of  the  taflc^ 
and  magnificence  of  our  forefathers,  thej  have  been  remov- 
ed ;  and,  fliould  the  pradice  of  demoliihing  its  ruins  conti« 
flue  a  few  years  longer,  the  eye  of  the  moft  prying  antiquary* 
will  fcarcely  be  able  to  difcem  the  fitoation  where  it  was 
placed. 

Befides  the  mxns  of  the  abbey  of  Liodores,  this  pariQf  oos- 
taiDS  two  croflcs  of  vtry  ancient  ereAion.  One  of  thefe  is 
placed  on  a  rifing  ground,  a  little  weftward  of  the  town  of 
Newburgh,  and  within  4  yards  of  the  Tay.  The  other  is  &• 
tuated  at  the  diftance  of  fomewhat  lefs  than  a  mile  to  the  S. 
in  an  opening  of  the  Ochil  Hilk,  on  the  confines  of  Strath- 
earni  where  the  road,  formerly  leading  towards  Lindores,  &« 
parates  from  that  which  at  prefent  leads  lo  Auchtermuchty. 
The  lower  crols,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Croft  of  Mug- 
drum,  confifis  of  one  large  (tone  placed  upright  in  another, 
which  has  been  hollowed  for  receiving  it,  and  which  ierves 
to  retain  it  in  an  erefi  pofition.  Upon  the  upright  ftone,  al^ 
though  mutilated,  remains  of  the  figures  of  horfes  may  be 
traced  \  but  no  veftige  of  any  infcription  appears.  The  up- 
per crofs,  called  Crols  M^Duff,  confifis,  at  prefent,  of  oae 
large  quadrilateral  block  of  freeftone,  rudely  indented  in  fe- 
veral  placesi  but  is  fiiid  to  have  had  formerly  another  ftooc 
fianding  upright ;  although  the  flone  now  lying  along  the 
the  ground,  has  no  appearance  of  ever  having  been  hollowed, 
in  the  manner  of  that  which  forms  the  bafe  of  the  Crofs  of 
Mugdrum.  No  fatisfa&ory  account  can  be  given  of  the  va* 
rious  purpofes,  which  thefe  crofies  were  originally  meant  to 
ferve.  The  tradition,  which  connefis  Crofs  M^Duff  with  the 
jurifiiifiion  of  the  powerful  Thane  of  Fite,  may  not  be  deiU- 
tute  of  foundation  ;  but  in  regard  to  the  Ciofs  of  Mugdrum, 
even  tradition  ceafes  to  fumifli  any  intormation.  It  were 
•eedlei^  to  quote  the  lines  of  jargon,  which  are  faid  ta  have 
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been  engntved  on  the  Girofc  M'DufF.     Thejr  fife  to  be  found 
in  every  book,  which  treats  of  thttt  Aofiietlt  fni»0Ui&eot  *. 

Zr  Town 

*  Althongh  tradltbtt  has  retaioed  few  particulars;  rct^&ing  the  hlftory  of 
either  of  the  crofles,  it  continues  to  prcferve  the  memor/  of  the  ipot,  in  the 
lands  belonging  to  the  town  of  Newburgh,  on  which  more  than  one  unfortunate 
vi6Um  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  fuperftition  of  former  times,  intent  on  punilhinglhe 
crime  of  witchcraft.  The  hjamane  proYiibns  of  the  legiflatur^,  joi^cfd  to  the  ff^ 
perior  knowledge,  which' hasi  of  Ute  years*  perVa^d  all  ranks  of  men  in  focie^jf 
bid  fair  to  prevent  the  return  of  a  phrenfy,  which  aiSaated  our  forefathers  uniTcr-i 
faMf,  and  with  fatal  violence.  But  we  may  well  be  furprifed,  in  obferVing  how 
near  to  our  own  times,  it  continued  to  eiert  its  influence  over  the  judgmem,  noc 
of  the  common  people  only,  but  of  thofc  too,  whtf,  by  their  education, ihqnld 
have  keen  tajfied  jfaove  vulgar  .prejudices.  As  late  m  the  year  16^3;  the.  records 
of  this  piriib»  cootain  articles  of  an  additional  charge,  hroi^ht  by  the  minifier 
ikimielf,  againU  Katharine  Kay,  while  under  procefs  of  fcandal,  before  the 
k^k-feOioli,  for  imprecating  curfes  upon  him,  becaufe  he  had  debarred  her  ac«t* 
te(s  to  the  conmiufiiotf,  which  evidently  fliew,  that  he  enteitaincd  faipieians  of 
her  being  avrttch.  The  articles,  or  points  of  aecoCation,  as  .the  records  tern 
fVC'S  ia  anmW;  and  as  they  Icrve  to  eahibit.a  (biking  pi^uxe  of  fenti** 
loe  psesalent  among  the  people  of  this  country,  no  apology  is  re^iflto 
lor  taking  the  liberty  of  inferting  them. 

••  Newburgh,  September  x8th,  165J.  The  which  day,  ye  minifter  gave  m, 
«  againft  Kathrine  Key,  feverall  poynts  yt  had  come  to  hts  'hearing,  which  he 
■  defyfcd  night  be  ptit  to  tryelL  f .  That  being  re&i£ed  miik  firom  Chriftian 
*■  Ortte,  or  ioBie  other  in  David  brme*s  honle,  the  kow  gave  nothing  but  red 
^  .blood  ;  aad  being  fent  for,  to  fie  the  kow,  (he  clapped  (ftroked)  the  kow,  and 
"  laid,  the  kow  will  be  weill,  and  thereafter  the  kow  becam  weill.  a.  That 
u  JqIiii  Philp  haifi^  ane  kow  new  calved,  the  (aid  Kathrine  fcey,  came  in  and 
•<  took  fdrth  aoe  peice  fyre,  and  yrafter  the  kow  becam  fo  fick,  that  none  exped- 
**  cd-ihe  Ibald  have  lived.  And  the  (aid  Kathrine  beiog  fent  for,  to  fie  the  kow^- 
»  ihe  dapped  the  kow,  and  faid  the  kow  will  be  weill'  enough,  and  (he  amen* 
"  dit.  3.  That  the  mintAer  and  his  wyfe,  having  ane  purpofe  to  take  ane  chyld 
"  of  theirt  Irom  the  Id  Kathrine.  which  ihe  had  in  nnrfing,  tlie  chyld  wold  fuck 
**  nolle  woman's  breaft,  being  only  one  quarter  old  i  but  being  brought  again  tO/ 
"  the  (aid  Kathaine»  prefently  fucked  her  breaft.  4.  That  thereafter  elie  chyld  was 
**  JiijijBiif  (weaned),  (be  came  to  (ie  the  child,  and  wold  have  the  bairne  (child) 
*  in  htt  araay  and  yrafter,  tbe  bairne  murned  and  gtatt  (weeped  fore),  in  the 
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TfawM  6/Niwiurgh^  its  Hi/lory^  yc— The  town  of  NeW« 
burgh  ftrofe,-  in  the  times  of  popery ;  and,  at  an  earlj  periodt 

*tn»  erefted  bto  a  bargh  of  regality,  under  the  Abbot  of 
Lindores*  In  the  year  1600,  James  VI.  ereded  the  Abbacy 
of  Lindores  into  a  temporal  Lordfhlp  \  and,  in  the  year  1631, 
bis  fon  Charles  I.  granted  a  charter  to  the  town  of  Newbnrgh, 
forming  the  community  into  a  proper  royal  burgh,  with  the 
feveral  immunities  and  privileges,  ufually  conferred  on  the 
royal  burghs  of  this  kingdom.  At  prefent,  Newburgh  has 
no  voice  in  the  choice  of  a  reprefentative  to  parliament ;  but, 
in  aU  other  refpeds,  it  retains  the  features  of  a  royal  burgh. 
Its  revenue,  indeed,  is  very  inconfiderable,  not  exceeding  25!. 
Sterling,  per  annum,  out  of  which  the  mtnifter  receives,  yearly, 
ao  1.  Scotch,  in  payment  of  ftipend.  Notwithftanding  which, 
its  office  bearers  make  a  decent  appearance ;  a  court  is  held  in 
it  weekly,  with  marks  of  dignity ;  and  it  retains  a  clerk  of  abU 

.  Hty  for  recording  its  public  proceedings.— One,  who  has  00- 

*  cafion  to  obferve  the  importance  of  infuring  full  refpeft,  to 
perfons  cloathed  with  the  office  of  magiftTates,r  may  be  allow- 
ed to  exprefs  a  wi(h,  that  government  would  devife  fome  me- 
thod of  increafing*the  revenues  of  the  Ittkr  burghs.  A  fmall 
fum  of  the  public  money  applied  in  this  way,  could  not  fail 

'  of  contributing  to  the  prefervation  of  order,  in  places,  which, 

owing 

*  night,  and  almoft  the  day  tyme ;  alTo,  that  nothiog  coaM  ftay  her;  oatill  die 
<*  died.  Nevertheleif ,  befor  her  coming  to  fie  her,  and  her  embracing  of  her, 
^  *  took  u  weiU  wt  the  fpaining«  and  refted  ai  weill  at  any  baime  could  doe. 
^  5.  That  ihe  is  of  ane  eTiU  tmtte  (report)  and  fame,  and  fo  wa*  ker  mother  be« 
^  fore  her.'*  When  thefe  points  were  put  to  trial  by  the  kirk-feffioii,  the  evi- 
dence of  their  truth  did  not,  it  (honld  feem,  come  out  with  fudi  clcamefs,  as  t» 
enable  the  kirk-feflion  to  pafs  fentence  againft  Itatherine ;  and  they  accordingly 
referred  the  matter  to  the  preibytery  of  Cupar  for  dedfion.  But  in  what  man* 
aer  the  preibytery  of  Cupar  treated  it,  no  notice  ii  ukcn  in  the  recosdi  o£  dm 
kirk-lcJ&oa« 
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#wing  to  tiie  general  iocreafe  of  wealthy  and  other  obvious 
eaufesy  are  in  fome  danger  of  requiring  the  authority  of  an 
cftabliihed  and  refpedable  magiftracy,  to  prelerve  them  lA 
tnmquillity  and  good  <}rder. 

The  town  of  Newburgh,  confifts  of  one  ftrcet  of  confidcf- 
able  length,  with  fmall  fuburbs  at  each  end,  and  a  lane  lead^ 
ing  towards  the  ihore  from  its  centre.     The  houies,  on  each 
6de  of  the  lane,  and  in  the  fuburbs,  have  been  built  withia 
thefe  30  years.   The  town  itfelf,4oes  not  occupy  more  ground 
than  it  did  in  the  end  of  laft  century  ;  but,  in  confequence  of 
alterations,  that  have  fince  been  made  upon  the  buildings,  it 
inaft  be  capable  of  containing  double  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants.    Formerly,  the  generality  of  houfes  in  Newburgh,'  were 
low  built,  and   covered  with  thatch  of  ftraw,  or  of  reeds. 
Of  late  years,  a  better  ftyle  of  architedure  has  prevailed  ;  and; 
at  this  day,  Newburgh  has  fome  pretenfions  to  neatnefs,  in 
the  ftru6lure  of  its  houfes.    Sixty  years  ago,  few  of  its  houfea 
concealed  their  rafters. — At  prefent,  £?arcely  any  of  them, 
and  none  lately  erc&ed,  prefent  that  naked  appearance.    On 
the  fame  fpot,  where  1 2  years  ago  a  board  was  placed  in  the 
window,  to  exclude  the  winter  fiorm,  may  now  be  feen,  a 
Venetian  blind,  attached  to  the  cafement,  for  blunting  tho 
rays  of  the  fummer  fun.    Within  thefe  10  years,  not  fewer 
tlian  30  houfes  have  been  rebuilt,  within  the  liberties  of 
Newburgh;  fome  of  which  might  be  rented  at  12I.  and  none 
for  leOs  than  5 1.  per  annum.     Preparatiods  are  alfo  making, 
for  rebuilding  two  or  three  more.    The  ftreet  of  Newburgh* 
which  has  long  been,  paved  with  ftones,  having  fallen  into  dif- 
repair,  the  magiftrates  and  town  council,  lately,  formed  the 
refolutien  of  paving  it  a  new ;  and  by  means  of  afleflments 
from  proprietors  within  the  burgh,  together  with  a  fmall  al- 
lowance out  of  the  ftatute  labour,  leviable  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants at  large,  they  have  made  confiderable  progrcft  in  the  ex- 
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fcocion  of  their  defign«  Some  appearattces)  which  ^•uM  i»* 
duce  one  to  be  of  opinion,  that  coal  might  be  found  in  ih« 
grounds  belonging  to  the  town,  having  alfo  attracted  the  no* 
tice  of  the  magift rates  and  town  council,  thej  are  at  prefenli 
taking  the  proper  (leps,  for  afcertaining  the  exlfteoce  of  thr^t 
vfeful  mineral  in  their  territorj  j  and  i^  16  to  be  prefuroedi 
\\k9X  the  liberality  of  the  neighbonrhood  will  enable  them  to 
inakc  the  mod  fatisfaftory  inveltigation.  Various  other 
ineafures  have  of  late  been  purfued  by  fheniy  and  by  indivi. 
duala  in  the  place,  which  flicw,  that  the  fpirit  of  improve- 
fnent,  long  dormant,  has  awoke,  and  become  adive  in  New- 
burgh,  as  well  as  in  many  other  burghs  in  Scotland, 

MunufaBures  and  Commerce. — ^Till  within  thcCe  few  years, 
p  great  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newburgh,  whatever 
pth^  trades  thoy  might  ezercife,  were  a  kind  of  hufbandaen. 
But  mod  of  the  fmall  portions  of  land,  which  they  formerly 
held,  and  which  they  generally  cultivated  with  their  own 
hands,  having  been  purchafed  of  late  by  the  proprietor  of 
Mugdruin,  and  laid  out  in  large  parcels,  they  are  now  at- 
tached  more  to  particular  callings.  The  trade  which  occa* 
pies  the  greateft  number  of  hands,  is  that  of  weaving  cloth« 
No  fewer  than  270  of  the  inhabicauts,  are  at  prefent  employ- 
ed in  it.  Ihe  weavers  of  Newburgh,  however,  do  not  yt( 
abide  condantly  by  the  loom-  Accuftomed  from  their  early 
years,  to  handle  the  oar,  as  well  as  the  ihuttle,  they  betake 
themft:}ves,  in  confiderable  numbers,  to  a  fea-faring  life,  when 
the  price  of  thefe  kinds  of  cloth,  which  they  are  in  the  prac- 
fice  of  weaving,  falls  low  in  the  market.  While  they  conti- 
nue at  the  loom,  they  do  tiot,  in  general,  arrange  themfelve^ 
pnder  different  maflcrs,  who  might  fumiih  them  with  materials, 
find  pay  them  for  their  work.  Some  of  them  do  indeed  follow 
^at  method  i  and  work- (hops  may  be  met  witfa|  in  which 
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near  «  doz«ii  of  loorns  are  employed  by  one  tnantt&diirer. 
But  the  greater  part  of  them  weave  their  own  yam,  and 
bring  their  own  webs  to  Cde.  The  webs,  whiph  they  corn- 
moo  ly  weave,  are  of  three  kinds,  termed  by  the  workmen^ 
SUefias^  Ofnaltfrghs^  ^nd  Brf^}»n  Linens.  For  fuch  cloths,  thero 
i<,  generally,  a  good,  and  at  prefent,  a  very  gretft  demand  ii| 
Looion  and  Leeds.  The  weavers,  in  Newburgh,  however^ 
have  little  direA  intercourfe  with  either  of  thefe  places^ 
They  gcncr^ly  difpofc  of  their  webs,  at  Newburgh,  to  a  few 
of  their  own  nnmber,  who  again  difpofe  of  them  at  Perth, 
Dundee,  Cnpar,  Auchtermuchty,  and  Glafgow,  to  perfons 
there,  who  pnrchafe  them,  either  with  their  own  capital,  oc 
upon  commiflion,  for  the  £ngli(b  markets.  Not  more  than 
two  of  them  tranfa£l  bufineb  immediately  with  London.  Be. 
fides  weavers,  Newborgh  contains  its  fall  proportion  of  fhop. 
keepers,  inn-keepers,  fmiths,  mafons,.  carpenters,  ihoemakers, 
tailon,  butchers,  bakers,  (ihermen,  and  feamen.  Scarcely 
any  of  its  inbabttanta  find  themfelves  placed  beyond  the  ne^ 
ceffity  of  employing  themfelves  in  manual  labour ;  although 
few  or  none  of  them  are  engaged  in  manufafiuring  any  materia 
als  for  exportation,  except  the  linen  cloths  already  mentioned, 
and  barley  into  malr«  Of  the  latter,  they  fend  to  Edinburgh 
market,  in  the  courfe  of  one  feafon,  about  1800  bolls.  Till 
of  late  years,  a  great  proportion  of  bread,  beer,  and  butcher's 
meat,  cpnfumed  in  Newburgh,  was  brought  from  Perth, 
Dundee,  and  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie  \  but  the  bakers,  brewers,,, 
and  batchers,  are  eicerting  themfelves  in  their  refpcftive  oc- 
coptf  ions,  and  they  bid  fair  for  fecuring,  in  future,  the  cuf«» 
torn  of  the  generality  of  the  inhabitants.  Formerly^  few  peo- 
ple refbcted  from  any  diftaace  to  Newburgh,  for  merchant 
gooda ;  and  the  retail  trade  in  it  was  limited  to  a  few  articles, 
in  the  hsnUware  and  grocery  lines,  purchaied  commonly  bj 
tl|f  dealers  i|t  Perth,  or  at  Dundee,    ^ut  within  tbefe  few 

years, 
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years,  feveral  fhops  have  been  opened,  upon  a  more  extenfiva 
fcale  \  and  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  demands  of  the 
town  and  neighbourhood,  will  furniih  the  keepers  of  them 
with  employment.  Still,  however,  no  trader  has  as  yet  ap. 
peared  in  Newburgh,  whofe  extenfive  tranfaAions  in  com. 
xnerce,  would  entitle  him  to  the  name  and  charaAer  of  a  mer« 
«hant ;  though  perhaps  the  time  is  not  far  diftant,  when  many 
will  be  found  here  of  that  refpe&aUe  defcriptioo. 

Share. — A  few  yards  northward  from  the  town,  and  nearly 
conned ed  with  it  by  buildings,  although  beyond  the  limits  of 
its  jurifdidion,  lies  the  ihore  of  Newburgh  \  which  confifts 
of  three  continuous  piers,  projefting  into  the  ibuth  deep  of 
the  river  Tay^  with  feveral  dwelling  lioufes,  flore-houfes, 
and  other  conveniencies  for  commerce.  Thefe  piers  fona 
very  fafe  ftatioos,  for  theveflels  employed  in  the  trade  on  the 
river ;  and  althoi^gh  none  of  any  burden  can  properly  be  faid 
to  belong  to  Newburgh,  and  but  few  are  freighted  to  it«  ex- 
cept with  coals  or  lime,  they  are  feldom  to  be  feen  without 
fiiips,  as  the  generality  of  vciTels,  bound  for  Perth,  muft  wait 
at  Newburgh  the  flow  of  the  tide  ;  and  not  a  few  of  them, 
muft  unload  part  of  their  cargoes  there,  before  they  can,  even 
with  the  tide,  proceed  farther  up  the  river.  Hence  arifes  a 
good  deal,  if  not  of  trade,  at  leaft  of  ftir,  at  the  (hore  of  New-, 
burgh,  which  proves  of  advantage  to  the  place  at  large.  The 
fmacks  employed  in  the  falmon  trade,  alfo,  lie  to  there,  at  all 
^  feafons,  and  take  in  all  kinds  of  goods  for  London  market. 
A  trade  in  wood  and  iron,  is  likewife  carried  on  at  the  (bore, 
by  a  desiler,  who  refides  upon  the  fpot,  and  who  has  obtaioed 
ft  pretty  eztenfive  fale.  A  tannage  is  likewife  forming  there, 
which  will  revive  a  trade,  that  was  carried  on  at  Newburgh, 
in  the  end  of  Che  laft  century.  Formerly,  great  quantities  of 
f)urnt  lime«ftone|  brought  by  land  carriage,  from  the  inland 
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fSxtB  of  Fife,  were  (hipped  at  the  {hore  of  Newburgh,  and 
fold  to  the  farmers  in  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie,  for  manure.  But 
the  lime  works  ereded  on  the  Frith  of  Forth,  and  on  the 
Englifli  coafty  from  which  the  farmers,  in  the  eaft  end  of 
Stratheam,  and  in  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie,  are  more  readilj  and 
more  cheaply  fupplied,  have  nearly  «put  an  end  to  thatfpecie« 
'of  traffic.  For  feveral  years  pad,  great  quantities  of  wheat 
and  barley,  purchafed  from  the  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood^ 
have  been  fhipped  at  the  ihore  of  Newburgh,  chiefly  for  the 
Edinburgh  and  Glafgow  markets.  This  trade  feems  likely 
to  continue  ^  and  while  it  brings  advantage  to  Newburgh, 
Biuft  operate  to  the  benefit  of  the  country  at  large.  On  the 
aorth  fide  of  Fife,  more  grain  is  cultivated,  than  can  be  con« 
fumed  by  the  inhabitants.  Formerly,  a  market  was»  with 
difficulty,  found  for  the  furplus  ;  but,  by  the  connexion  eftab- 
liibing  between  Fife  and  the  fouth  country,  this  difficulty 
.will  be  removed,  and  a  new  fpur  given  to  the  farther  cultiva« 
tioQ  of  a  diftrift  lately  much  improved,  but  capable  of  being 
Tendered  greatly  more  produ&ive. 

Farmsm — ^There  are  only  4  farms  ii\  this  pariih,  the  remais^^ 
ing  lands,  which  are  not  extenfive,  either  continuing  in  the 
p«fle0ion  of  the  proprietors  themfelves,  or  being  divided  into 
inconfiderable  portions  among  a  variety  of  feuars,  tenants, 
borghal  heritors,  and  other  fmall  proprietors.  Of  thefe  farms, 
kowever,  it  may  be  with  truth,  affirmed,  that  they  ace  at  pre- 
leat,  in  as  good  a  date  of  cultivation,  as  any  in  the  neiglw 
bourbood.  Few  farms,  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  Ochil 
Hills,  to  the  weftward,  have  been  more  judicioufly  laid  our, 
than  two  of  tbero,  which  occopy  the  eftate  of  Fitcairly ;  and 
no  farm  in  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie  can  be  kept  in  higher  order, 
0r  rendered  more  produfiive,  than  the  one  which  is  conne&ed 
with  the  Abbey  of  liodores.    The  fourth  farm,  although 
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formed  lint  of  late,  chiefl j  out  of  fmall  pnrehafes  from  tfie 
fcurgh«I  hcritora  of  Newburgb,  bears  evident  marks  df  im* 
provement. 

Rtnt^  Propriettn'i,  \3€ — Tht  valued  rent  of  the  parifii 
^noHfits  oiilj  to  19^8 1. 17  s  6  d.  Scotch.  Its  real  rent  may  not 
vtprefcBt  be  great  j  but,  on  the  etpiration  of  fomeleafes,  it  muft 
Tife  confiderabljr,  as  land,  in  the  lo^er  grounds,  on  the  e«ft  of 
'Newburgh,  lets,  at  from  a  L  to  3  1.  /^acre  ;  and,  in  the  higher 
grounds,  at  from  10  s  to  « 1.  per  acre.  The  territory  of  the 
'parifh  is  divided  among  two  greater,  and  about  30  finaller 
proprietors,  called  liere,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  €oun» 
try,  portionirsi  The  two  greater,  and  moft  of  the  foHillef 
proprietors,  ufuallj  relide  in  it.  Befides  the  four  farmers 
already  -mentioned,  these  are  few  tenants  in  the  pariih,  wh<r 
do  not  refide  in  the  town,  or  at  the  fliore  of  Newborgh  ;  and 
-ffaetr  number ,is  not  great,  nor  their  portions  of  land  ezteofive. 
The  four  greater  farmers  pay  of  rent  above  50 1.  per  annum 
each  ;  the  other  tenants  pay  much  below  that  fum* 

Cro^i.-*-The  principal  crops  in  this  parifii-are  oats^  bafley; 
wheat,  beans,  and  a  mixture  of  beans  ^nd  peafe.  Notwith- 
'iUnding  the  richnefs  of  the  foil  in  the  lower  grounds,  it  is  not 
.long  fince  wheat  made  a  crop  there  in  it>tation.  Of  late  year^, 
.wheat  has  been  (own,  not  only  in  the  lower  grounds,  but  aU 
4o  VOL  the  hilly  parts  of  the  parifli.  As  turnips  are  not  found 
•A  profitable  crop  in  clay  lands,  they  are  not  cultivated  in  the 
•lands  attached  to  the  Abbey  of  Lindares.  Aiiy  tri^  OMide 
.to  raife  them  io  the  higher  grounds,  have  fncceeded.  But  it 
is  matter  of  regret,  that  farmers,  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
.ihew  fome  backwardnefs,  in  extending  a  fpecies  of  crop,  which^ 
when  properly  condu&ed,  not  only  meliorates  the  land^  and  gives 
it  frefli  life  and  vigour,  but  alfo'furniflies  a  deltcateanjlnoiirtfii* 
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iog  foodt  either  for  feeding  joung  cattle,  and  raiiing  them  to 
a  greater  fize,  or  fattening  the  old,  and  bringing  them  to  a 
better  market.  Clover  and  rje  grafs  are  generally  fown  with 
the  barlej ;  and,  after  a  crop  of  grafs  has  been  taken  for  one 
jear,  the  ground  is  again  broke  up  for  oats.  Wheat  is  fown 
after  fallow  or  after  pulfe,  but  commonly  after  fallow.  Ma« 
nure  is  laid  on  the  fallow,  or  when  the  land  is  undergoing 
preparation  for  a  peafe  crop.  When  the  feafon  will  admit, 
beans,  or  a  mixture  of  beans  and  peafe,  are  fown  upon  the 
manure,  and  plowed  in.  Wheat  is  not  fown  fo  early  as  for- 
merly, even  upon  fallow.  Farmers  are  of  opinion,  that  very 
early  fowing  feldom  produces  the  largeft  head,  or  the  he^vi^ft 
grain  of  wheat.  Oats  are  fown  from  the  beginning  of  March 
to  the  end  of  April,  and  the  feed,  generally  made  ufe  of,  is  a 
Ipecies  of  oats  termed  Grange-bothrey,  from  a  farm  of  that 
name,  in  the  county  of  Angus.  Barley  is  fown  in  the  end 
of  April,  and  through  the  whole  of  May*  Mod  of  the  feed 
employed  is  a  mixture  of  different  kinds,  originally  imported 
from  England.  Though  the  lands,  being  under  better  cul- 
ture than  formerly,  yield  greater 'quantities  of  barley,  it  is  re- 
marked, that  its  quality  feems  not  to  be  equal.  Whether  this 
be  owing  to  the  frequent  fowing  of  wheat,  or  to  tlie  intro- 
duction of  lime,  as  a  manure,  experience  has  not  yet  enabled 
the  farmer  to  determine.  The  quantity  of  grain,  raifed  in 
this  parilbi  is  by  no  means  equal  to  the  maintenance  of  its  in- 
habitants ;  but  the  deficiency  is  abundantly  made  up  by  the 
neighbourhood. 

Population,  (^r.— From  the  report  of  one,  who,  during  the 
indsipofition  of  the  writer,  was  employed  to  afcertain  the 
number  of  the  parilhioners,  it  appears,  that  the  parifli,  at 
large,  contains  1664  fouls,  of  whom  X552  belong  to  the  town, 
fuborbs,  and  flbore  of  Newburgh,  and  11  a  to  the  country  part 
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of  the  parifli.  The  inhabitants  of  the  to wn«  fuburbs  and  lliore^ 
confift  of  77a  males,  and  780  females.  Of  the  inhabitants  in 
the  country,  64  are  males,  and  48  females.  The  retnrn  to 
Dr.  Webfter,  in  1755,  amounting  only  to  13479  it  is  evident, 
that  there  has  been  an  increafe,  fince  that  time,  of  317  feuls. 
Owing  to  the  manner,  in  which  the  publication  of  marriage 
banns  is  generally  regiftered  in  Scotland,  an  accnrate  account 
of  the  marriages,  that  take  place  in  any  particular  parifli,  can- 
not always  be  obtained.  But  the  records  of  this  parifliy  fup- 
ply  the  following  account  of  births  ai^d  deaths,  for  the  laft  fi^ 
years,  which  there  is  every  reafon  to  believe,  may  be  depend- 
ed on. 


VIABLE  of  Births,  Dejivs^  lie. 
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Ecctefiaftical  iSVa/^.— There  are  three  clergymen  ia  the 
pariib  of  Ncwburgh  ;  the  minider  of  the  eftablilhed  church, 
of  the  Burgher  Seceders;  and  of  the  C9ngregational  Society, 
beiides  feveral  others,  ivho,  without  taking  the  name  of  cler- 
gymen, teach  anil  exhort,  iinder  the  denomination  of  Ana. 
baptifb,  and  Unitarians.  The  Congregational  Society  is  fmall. 
The  Burgher  Seoeders  may  exceed  one  third  of  the  whole 
inhabitants  of  the  parifli.  In  point  of  numbers,  the  Anabap- 
tiils  and  Unitarians  fcarcely  deferve  the  name  of  focieties. 
The  Unitarians  do  not  exceed  four ;  and  the  Anabaptiils  are 
hot  double  that  number*  The  Anabaptifls  are  conceded  with 
a  church  of  the  fame  defcription,  at  Dundee.  It  may  be  pre- 
fumed,  that  the  Unitarians  have  eflabliflied  more  diilant  con- 
nexions. There  are  alfo,  in  the  pari(b^  feveral  families  who 
belong  to  the  congregation  of  Antiburgher  Seceders  at  Aber- 
nethy.  The  Antiburgher  Seceffion,  is  of  long  ftanding  in  the 
pariib.  But  the  Burgher  Secellion  fprung  up  in  it,  on  the  ad- 
miiSon  of  the  prefent  incumbent,  into  the  Efiabliflied  Church* 
The  town  of  Newburgh,  alfo,  contains  a  few  Independents, 
and  one  or  two  profefibrs  of  the  Epifcopal  religion,  but  no  Ro- 
man Catholics^  Befides  thefe  Tarxous  denominations  of  Ghrif. 
tians,  not  a  few  perfona  refide  within  the  bounds  of  this  pa- 
riiby  who  hold  communion  with  no  religious  fociety,-  and  fcl- 
dooi  join  in  any  public  ads  of  religious  worfhip.  A  friend 
to  principles  of  toleration,  and  an  advocate  for  liberty  of  con- 
fcicnec,  rejoices  in  obferving  men  of  different  views  and 
opinions,  on^fobjeds  of  religion,  living  together  in  the  exer- 
eife  of  mutual  charity,  and  tranfading  peaceably  with  one 
another,  the  bufinefs  of  civil  life» — Thefe  are  happy  times. 
Even  among  the  common  people,  perfecutioii  for  the  fake  of 
confctence  begins  to  be  regarded  with  horror ;  and  the  bigot 
ihould  in  vain  attempt  to  inflame  them  with  violence,  againft 
perfons  of  femiments,  the  moft  oppolite  to  thofe  whioh  tb^ 
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have  embraced.  At  the  fame  timey  conviAion  of  the  impor- 
tance of  religion^  to  the  prefent  comfort,  and  future  happineis 
of  mankind,  mult  produce  the  deeped  regret  in  the  minds  of 
thofe,  who  are  called  to  witnefs  liberty  of  confcience  made  a 
pretence  for  negleding  duties,  which  the  belt,  in  all  ages, 
have  ever  held  facred. 

Lord  Vifcount  Stormont,  and  Mr.  Hay  of  Mcrgdrum,  are 
ylce-patrons  of  the  pariih.  Thte  ftipend  confifts  of  31  bolls, 
2  pecks  of  oats ;  65  bolls  a  firiots  of  bear ;  37  bolls  2  pecks 
of  meal,  (2  bolls  2  pecks  of  the  oats,  and  the  lame  quantity 
of  the  bear  being  converted  to^the  town,  at  20 1.  Scotch,)  and 
22 1.  Scotch  in  money,  with  a  manfe,  and  a  glebe  of  4  acres. 
The  parlih  church  is  an  old  Popilh  chapel,  fituated  within  the 
town  of  Newburgh,  which,  in  confequence  of  a  late  thorough 
repair,  has  been  made  a  very  convenient  place  of  worikip. 
The  manfe  is  a  new  building,  ereded  fince  the  admifiion  of 
the  prefent  incumbent,  on  a  moll  delightful  fpot,  beyond  the 
town  of  Newburgh,  to  the  eaftward,  in  full  view  of  the  river 
Tay,  and  Carfe  of  Gowrie. 

Schools, — ^There  are  two  fchools  in  the  parilh,  and  one 
teacher  in  each  fchool.  The  fchool,  taught  by  the  parilh 
fchoolmaller,  is  attended  by  60  fcholars,  of  whom  8  are 
taught  Latin,  22  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  30  Eoglifli. 
The  other  fchool,  which  is  private,  and  taught  by  a  Seceder,  is 
attended  by  55  fcholars,  of  whom  3  are  taught  Latin,  21 
writing  and  arithmetic,  and  31  Englilh.  During  the  winter 
feafon,  both  fchools  arereforted  to,  after  the  ordinary  hours  of 
labour,  by  a  conliderable  number  of  grown  up  perfons,  for 
the  purpofe  0/  learning  Englilh,  writing,  arithmetic,  book- 
keeping, and  navigation.  Of  late  years,  the  advantages  of 
education,  have  been  fully  perceived  by  parents,  and  are 
eagerly  fought  for  their  children.      There  is   one  licenfed 
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preacher  belonging  to  the  pariih,  and  three  yonng  men  from 
the  town  of  Newburgh,  have  either  juft  finifhedy  or  are  at 
prefent,  profecuting  the  ftudj  of  pbyfic,  in  the  univerfity  o£ 
Edinburgh. 

Poor.-— There  are  no  poor  on  the  fundsi  who  refide  in  tho 
country  part  of  the  parifli.  The  number  of  poor  on  the 
pariih  roll  in  the  town,  is  confiderable.  They  are  maintain-i 
cd  by  the  intereft  of  accumulated  funis  of  money,  feu-duties 
iA  a  fuperiority  in  lands  pnrchafed  for  their  behoof,  coUec- 
tions  at  the  church  door,  Hod  other  cafualties.  Befides  the 
money  given  in  monthly  penfions,  confiderable  fums  are  dif- 
tributed  occafionally,  to  perfons  in  ftraitened  circumftances*, 
who  receive  no  ftated  fuppUes  \  and  the  education  of  about  8 
children^  is  ufnally  paid  for. 

CharaBer  and  Manners  of  tht  •  P«o^&.— In  a  praviocial 
town,  inhabited  chiefly  by  failors  and  weavers,  poflefied  of 
imall  properties,  and  nearly  on  a  level  with  refpeft  to  riches, 
one  does  not  look  -for  poliihed  manners,  and  the  courtly  at- 
tentions praftifed  in  great  cities.  Till  of  late  years,  the  inha« 
bitants  of  Newburgh  were  remarkable  for  their  rufticity,  and 
for  the  freedom  with  which  they  treated  their  fuperiors. 
"  We  will  let  the  heft  Lord  of  the  land  ken,  that  when  he 
*'  £ets  his  foot  on  Newburgh  caufeway,  he  is  Bailie  Lyell's 
**  vaffiU,'*  was  the  boaftful  language  in  which  they  ezpreffed 
their  emancipation  from  feudal  tyrannyi  and  their  enjoyment 
of  political  freedom.  The  prefent  inhabitants  retain  the  fenle 
of  independence,  imbibed  and  cheriflied  by  their  anceftors ; 
but  having  (harcd  in  the  effeds  of  that  civilization,  which  has 
recently  produced  fo  great  a  change  on  the  manners  of  the 
nation  at  large,  they  are  ftudions  of  difplaying  it  with  mode- 
ration and  courtefy.    They  miiigle  with  their  neighbours  in 
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the  tranOiftions  of  coonmercial  intercourfe  ;  and  the/  gradual- 
\j  af&mtiate  to  the  general  cbarafter  of  their  couotrjmeo. 
The  bulk  of  tho  iohabitaots  uodoubtcdlj  merle  the  praife  of 
fobrietj  and  induftry  ;  and  inftances  of  perlons  are  not  want- 
ing»  who,  bj  fignal  proprletj*  in  their  own  deportment,  fur- 
nifli  a  daily  rebuke  to  the  unprincipled  and  idle  ^  and,  by  fu* 
perior  attention  to  the  education  of  their  children,  take  the 
fnreft method  of  producing  a  thorough  reformation  on  die 
manners  of  the  people*  No'perfon  belonging  to  the  pariih  of 
JNTewbutgbf  has  differed  the  puoifliaient  of  death  {qv  aoj 
crimen  within  the  period  to  which  its  records  extend.  In  times 
of  peace*  Perth  receives  its  moft  expert  (ailors  from  this  i\U 
tx\&, ;  wbilftt  in  time  of*  war,  Newburgh  fupplics  tb^  Navy 
of  Great  Britain,  with  fteady,  wcU  behaved,  .and  gaUtot 
men. 

Advantages  and  Dijadvaatagts. — ^The  pariibt  and  in  parti- 
cular,  the  town  of  Newburgh,  labours  under  feveral  difadvan- 
tages.  The  country  near  it,  on  the  fouth,  is  biUy^  thinly  in- 
habited, and  badly  provided  with  roads.  Trade  being  al- 
ready eftablilhed  at  Perth  and  at  Dundee,  militates  againil 
its  fpeedy  acquifition  of  commercial  confequence.  The  ap- 
pointment too,  of  magiftrates  in  Newburgh,  without  a  reve* 
nue  adequate  to  the  fupport  of  their  authority,  maybe  reckon- 
ed unfavourable  to  it.  When  perfons  in  power  are  dependent, 
regulations  of  police  may  -be  formed,  but  will  fcldom  be  exe- 
cuted. In  every  tov&i  men  ^^  to  be  found  of  weight  fuf- 
ficient  to  thwart  thofe  Ibhemes  of  improvement,  which  muft 
be  profecuted  at  the  perfonal  expenceof  the  proje&ors.  But, 
notwithftanding  thefe  obvious  obflacks,  no  fpot  on  the  whole 
north  fide  of  Fife,  (eems  better  calculated  for  preparing  va- 
rious kinds  of  manufidura  for  iale,  and  for  fupplying  port 
of  three  counties,  with  foreign  articles  of  coofomption.  *  I^ 
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lies  open  to  the  moil  diftant  markets^  has  convenient  flations 
for  ihipping,  and  admits  vefiels  of  confiderable  burden.  The 
fertile  diftrid  of  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie,  it  at  no  great  diftancef 
on  the  north ;  and  a  well  cultivated  country  approaches  on 
the  E.  and  W*  Therci  a  malting  concern,  of  great  extent, 
might  be  eftablilhed  ;  and,  in  die  immediate  neighbourhood, 
might  be  found  no  inconvenient  fituation,  for  any  work  re* 
qniring  a  command  of  water,  while  Newburgh  might  furni(h 
plenty  of  hands  for  carrying  on  the  operations  of  the  manu- 
faftnrer ;  as  there  are  hundreds  in  it  already  trained  to  tbe 
loom,  who  only  want  a  fpirited  merchant,. with  an  adequate 
capital,  to  direft  their  indnftry  into  a  lucrative  channel.  The 
time  cannot  be  far  diftant,  when  thefe  obvious  advantages 
will  be  ieized,  in  an  age  of  fuch  commercial  enterprife  ;  and 
then  the  town  of  Ncwburgh,  long  poor,  though  independent, 
will  become  diftinguiftied  for  the  wealth,  the  induftry,  and 
the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  and  better  entitled  to  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  philofophcr  and  the  llatefman* 


192  Statifiical  Acamnt 


NUMBER    XI. 


TOWN  AND  PARISH  OF  DUNDEE. 


{County  ofForfof. — Prejbytery  of  Dundee.— Synod  of  Amgtn 
and  Meams.) 


By  the  Rev.  Robert  Small.  Z).  Z)»  one  of  the  Mhnjgers  of 
that  City. 


Origin  of  the  Name. 

THE  modem  name  of  the  parifh  is  Dundee,  from  the 
large  town  fituated  in  it.  This  name»  formerlj,  and 
even  fo  late  as  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  was  ge- 
nerally fpelled  Donde  or  Dondie ;  and  in  Queen  Mary's  charter 
Dondei^  in  law-Laiin  it  is  Deidonum ;  and  it  has  been  affirmed 
by  various  Highlaodersy  that  they  confider  it  as  fignifying, 
what  this  Latin  imports,  the  Gift,  or  otherwife,  the  Hill  of 
God.  Thefe  circumftances  give  probability  to  the  tradition, 
that  it  obtained  the  name,  about  the  middle  of  the  xath  cen« 
tury,.from  David  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  who  landing  here,  af- 
ter a  dreadful  ftorm  in  his  return  from  the  holy  wars,  defign- 
ed  by  it  to  ezprefs  his  gratitude  for  his  deliverance  ;  and,  in 
confequence  of  a  vow,  built  the  prefent  parifli  church.  Had 
the  figntfication  been  the  hill  of  Tay,  as  Taodunum^  according 
to  Buchanan,  it  would  in  Gaelic  have  been  pronounced 
Luntav).    The  ancient  name  was  J^lec^  in  Boece's  Latin, 
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AhSumy  and  bj  this  it  is  diftinguifhed  in  the  higlilands. 
The  fignification  of  Alec  is  faid  to  be  pleafant  or  beautiful. 
The  language  fpoken  by  the  inhabitants,  has.  from  time  im- 
memorial^  been  the  broad  Scotch  ;  that  is  Engliih  or  Saxon* 
with  a  peculiar  provincial  accent.  The  names  of  places  in. 
the  pariQi  are  partly  in  this  language,  and  partly  Gaelic,  Of 
the  former  kind  arc  Blacknefs^  Coldjide^  Clepingtown  «nd  Clay- 
fots,  ^Balgay^  Dudbopt,  Drumgeiib^  Duntroon^  Baldovie^  and 
various  others  are  examples  of  the  latter. 

Situation^  Extent^  \3c. — The  parifli  of  Dundee  is  iituated, 
in  the  county  of  Angus,  now  called,  in  writings,  Forfarfhire, 
from  the  county  town.  The  length  from  W.  to  E.  is  about 
6  miles,  but  its  breadth  is  various  ;  for,  towards  the  weft  end. 
It  is  nearly  two  miles,  towards  the  middle,  where  the  town 
l^ands,  net  more  than  one,  and  towards  the  eaft  end,  between 
three  and  four  *.     The  territory  of   the  parifli  belongs  to  a 
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•  As  there  is  no  map  of  the  parifli,  it  it  hardly  poffiblc  to  communicate  an 
uitelligibfe  defcription  of  its  form.  The  ridge  of  mountains,  which  nibs  from 
Perth  to  the  call  promontory  of  Angus,  called  the  Red  Head,  feparating  be* 
tween  thll  country  and  Strathmore,  is  well  known,  being  a  continuation  of  the 
Odiil  HiJls;  and  in  the  parts  where  it  approaches  neareft  to  the  parilh  of  Dun- 
dee, it  u  naned  the  Siedlaw  Hills,  and  Lorn's  HtlL  While  thefe  mounuin* 
run  along^  the  Carfe  of  Oowrie,  no  new  range  rifes  between  them  and  the  Tay^ 
^aA  there  the  country  is  flat,  and  almoft  IcYel;  but,  where  the  Carfe  terminates 
near  Millfield,  a  new  range  rifes  of  lower  hills,  running  from  Balgay  HiU  on 
the  weft,  tn  the  Knock-Hills  near  Arbroath  on  the  eaft,  where  it  forms  the  fooch 
^ndary  of  a  fort  of  vak  or  ftrath,  contained  between  them  and  the  ridge  o£ 
Siedlaw  and  L.orn,  &c.  on  the  north.  In  this  vale,  no  fingle  great  river  runs, 
^ttt  it  is  watered  by  fcvcral  Hreams,  whith'  defcend  from  the  northern  ridge, 
*od,  after  traverfin^  various  parts  of  the  vale,  make  their  way  through  the  low<-- 
cr  range  into  the  1  ay.  On  part  of  this  lower  range  of  hills,  and  chiefly  on 
tb^  foQthem  ezpofnre,  the  parifli  of  Dundee  is  fltaated ;  towards  the  eaft  end 
it  is  inicric^Ud  by  X>ighty  and  Fiethy,  ths  principal  of  all  the  ftreams  which 
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great  varietj  of  proprietors.  The  valued  rent  of  the  prhole 
]8|  7874 1.  3  s.  2  d.  Scotch.  The  real  rent  abftrafting  from 
the  houfcB  and  gardens  in  the  town,  is  probably  between 
8«ooo  1.  and  9,000 1.  Sterling*  The  number  of  Scottifli  acres, 
under  culture,  is  about  3,400,  and  in  plantation,  about  300. 
The  principal  eftates  in  the  parifh  are  thofc  of  Dudhope,  with 
the  other  lands  belonging  to  Lord  Douglas,  Cr^igie,  Drum- 
geith,  Baldovie,  Pitkerro,  Duntroon,  Clepingtown,  Wallace, 
Blacknefs,  Upper  Dvidhope,  Logie,  and  Balgaj.  None  of 
thefe  except  the  Duntroon  and  Douglas  eflates,  have  been 
above  100  years  in  pofleflion  of  the  family  of  its  piefent  pro- 
prietors. In  mod  of  the  others,  the  property  has  been  flnc- 
tuating  ;  and,  the  average  term  of  puiTeiBon  is  rated  fu£Bci- 
ently  high  at  20  years.  Logie,  Blacknefs,  and  Balgay,  are 
faid  to  be  in  the  pariQi,  onl^  quoad facrtu 

Situation  of  the  Town — From  the  fouth  fide  of  Balgay  Hill, 
a  fmall  dream  fprings,  which,  running  eaftward,  is  joined  bj 
another  on  the  wed  fide  of  the  Law  ;  and  both  together  cooti' 
nue  their  courfe  fouth  ead,  through  a  narrow  low  ground, 

till, 

run  from  the  higher  ridge  {  and  on  the  north,  and  alio  partly  on  the  eaft,  aotf* 
ther  of  them,  the  Burn  of  Mnrroes,  »  the  boundary  which  feparatet  it  from 
Mnrroen,  and  Moneyfieth.  The  parifli  however,  it  not  DfonDtainous,  for  tho 
JLaw  of  Dundee,  the  higheft  htU  in  the  whole  range,  it  only  5»f  feet  aboTe  the 
level  of  the  Tay.  Balgay  HiU,  to  the  weft  ol  the  Law,  i^  confiderably  lower  | 
and  the  groand  of  Craigie,  ti>  the  eaft  of  it.  ercepting  at  one  point*  is  a  gently 
yifing  bank.  The  appearance  of  the  country  \%  beautiful,  particularly  the  foath 
Hope  uf  all  the  grounds  towards  the  Tay,  the  fouth  flope  of  Duntroon  HiU  to- 
wards Fiethy,  and  the  bottom  where  Dighty  and  Fiethy  meet,  and  where  thef 
are  foon  after  joined  by;^  Bum  of  Murr  et.  Balgay  HiU,  bcfidct  itt  beautiful 
lorm,  it  covered  with  a  thziymg  plantation  of  vaiioul  trees ;  and  the  l^aw  of 
Dundee,  rifing  gently  lirom  fome  low  grounds  behind  the  town,  is  cultivated 
through  itt  whole  aicent,  till  at  laft  it  iboou  into  a  roimdt  green,  aad  aacstt* 
Aonly  pleafing  iummit* 
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till,  after  dxvidbg  the  town  of  Dundee,  nearly  in  the  middle, 
tbcj  f<ill  into  the  Tay,  Another  fmall  ftrearo,  called  Wallace 
Barn,  rifes  on  the  north  of  the  Law,  and  running  ea(l|  and 
then  fouth,  falls  into  the  Tay  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  royalty, 
and  at  the  difiance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  mouth  of 
die  former  Between  thcfe  two,  on  the  feafhore,  and  on  a 
low  flat  ground,  the  ancient  town  of  Dundee  is  faid  to  have 
been  fituated.  It  feems  to  have  confided  of  two  parallel 
flreets,  the  Seagate,  and  on  the  north  of  it  the  Cowgate.  In 
the  broadeft  part  of  the  Seagate,  remains  of  the  ancient  crofa 
were  fome  years  ago  to  be  feen  ;  and,  by  marks  in  the  prefent 
caufeway,  its  fituation  is  dill  diftinguiihed.  Weft  from  the 
mouth  of  the'firft  ftream,  the  ground  rifes  into  rocks,  which 
are  from  30  to  90  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Tay.  On  one 
of  tbefe,  the  ancient  caftle  flood,  and  on  the  grounds  lying 
among  them,  and  declining  towards  the  eaft  and  fouth  from 
them,  the  more  modem  and  largeft  part  of  the  town  is  fituat- 
ed. When  the  great  church  was  built  by  David  Earl  of 
Huntingdon,  a  great  part  of  the  grounds  was  probably  in  a 
ftate  of  cultivation,  and  the  ordinary  defignation  of  the  church 
was  for  a  long  time  the  Kirk  in  the  field*  From  thefe  rocks, 
the  ground  continues  to  rife  all  the  way  weft  to  Balgay-Hill, 
and  forms  a  fort  of  ridge,  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  Tay, 
and  on  the  north  by  the  Balgay  ftream.  The  valley,  where 
the  ftream  runs,  is  exceedingly  beautiful  \  and  few  fitoationa 
can  becon'eeived  more  delightful,  than  tfaofe  of  the  caftle  of  Dud- 
hope,  and  the  houfe  of  Logic  to  the  north  of  the  valley;  of  the 
houfe  of  Balgay,  at  its  weftern  extremity ;  or  of  BlackneCi  on  the 
ridge  on  the  fouth  of  it«  On  this  ridge,  the  late  additions  to 
the  town  have  chiefly  been  built,  and  they  extend  along  the 
fammtt,  and  on  both  fides  of  it,  near  to  Blacknels  itfelf. 
Other  confiderable  additions  have,  however,  been  alfo  made 
is  other  quarters,  particularly  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  royalty, 
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beyond  t!ic  low  ground,  on  the  north  of  it,  and  on  the  caft 
of  the  ancient  fubwrb  known  bj  the  name  of  the  Bonnet-- 
Hill*  The  point  of  the  principal  pier  in  the  harbour,  is  in 
56^.  27'.  13".  of  latitude,  and  in  3^.  2'.  q5",of  longitude,  weft 
from  Greenwich,  or  in  time  12'.  11'.  The  latitude  maybe 
confidcred  as  accurate,  being  the  refult  of  a  great  variety  of 
obfervations  made  with  a  good  Hadley's  Quadrant,  both  in 
the  meridian  and  other  circles  of  altitude,  at  a  place  judged 
to  be  in  the  fame  parallel  with  the  point  now  mentioned ;  but 
the  conclufion  for  the  longitude,  is  calculated  only  from  a  few 
lunar  cclipfes,  and  by  geoditical  dedu£tions  from  the  meridiaa 
of  Hawk-Hill  near  Edinburgh. 

SoiL — In  a  parifti  fo  extcnfive,  there  mud  be  a  confider« 
able  variety  of  foil.  Little  of  it,  however,  is  naturally  rich. 
The  rifing  ground,  in  particular,  which  runs  weft  from  the 
town  towards  filacknefs,  was  originally  thin  and  poor,  with  a 
gravelly  bottom,  j?nd  the  fntface  was  covered,  probably,  for  a 
long  time,  with  heath.  About  Blacknefs,  the  foil  continues 
equally  thin,  and  the  bottom  is  of  till.  But,  to  the  north  of 
Blacknefs,  particularly  on  the  eaft  end  of  the  Hill  of  Balgay, 
the  foil  is  deeper,  and  confifts  of  a  rich  black  earth.  Except 
about  the  old  caltle  of  Dudhope,  and  on  the  low  grounds  behind 
the  town  of  Dundee,  the  foil  of  the  Law  is  poor,  with  a  bot- 
tom of  till.  The  ground  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Law,  though 
better,  is  not  remarkably  rich  ;  a  good  part  of  Craigie,  which 
confifts  of  the  befl-  of  it,  was  moor  not  30  years  ago,  and  the 
bottom  is  generally  till.  To  the  eaftward  of  Craigie,  the  foil, 
in  fome  farms  of  the  Douglas  eftate,  becomes  better,  and  in- 
clines to  clay.  The  beft  land  is  in  the  bottom,  where  Digh- 
ty  and  Fiethy  meet.  It  includes  part  of  Baldovie  and  Drum- 
gieth,  and  feems  to  be  a  depofit  from  thefe  two  waters*  The 
cftat^  of  Pitkerroi  bounded  on  three  fides  by  Fiethy,  Dighty, 
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and  the  Born  of  Murroes,  confifts  of  a  foil  good  and  diy, 
though  rather  thin,  and  the  fouth  bank  of  Duntroon  is  alfo 
fertile.  The  worft  land  lies  to  the  north  of  the  hills  of  Bal- 
gay,  Duntroon,  and  the  Law.  But  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  large  town  feems  to  place  all  thefe  varieties  of  foil  upon 
a  level.  They  are,  in  general,  in  a  date  of  high  cultivation, 
and  produce  valuable  crops.  Inftead  of  large  pieces  of  moor, 
which,  within  the  laft  30  years,  were  to  be  found  every 
where,  there  is  hardly  to  be  feen  a  iingle  fpot*  All  is  culture 
or  plantation,  except  a  few  acres  of  common,  and  very  little 
lies  wafte  through  negled. 

Cfl/ftvaftoir.—- The  number  of  people,  who  have  farms,  is 
31  or  31.  But  of  farmers,  properly  fo  called,  and  who  make 
farming  their  only  bufincfs,  there  are  not  more  than  15.  The 
praAice  of  one  of  the  moil  induflrious  aad  intelligent,  is  as 
follows.  He  rents  130  acres  at  40  s.  per  acre :  he  keeps 
conflantly  7  fervants,  and  8  horfes  ;  he  employs  in  fpring 
3  ploughs,  each  wrought  by  a  hoifes,  and  in  winter,  2 
ploughs  wrought  by  4 ;  and  he  ufes  4  carts,  whofe  dimen- 
iions  are  8  feet  by  4.  His  land  is  laid  out  in  7  diviiions  cul- 
tivated in  this  rotation  :  z.  fallow,  a.  wheat,  3.  potatoes  and 
turnips  horfe-hoed,  4.  barley,  5.  oats,  with  grafs  feeds,  6.  grafs, 
chiefly  fold  green,  and  cut  and  carried  off  by  the  buyers,  7. 
grafs  cut  for  hay.  In  this  rotation,  the  whole  manure  is 
given  to  the  wheat,  and  the  fyflem  leems  to  be  approved  of 
by  his  neighbours,  and  generally  adopted.  He  begins  to^ow 
wheat  in  September,  oats  in  March,  barley  in  April,  turnips 
from  the  loth  to  themiddle  of  June;  and  his  crops  of  grain 
are  generally  reaped  in  September.  The  reaping  is  wholly 
performed  by  the  fickle,  and  all  the  kinds  of  grain  are  bound 
10  Iheaves,  and,  while  on  the  field,  fet  up  in  ihocks.  An  acre 
pf  good  turnips  fells  from  7 1.  to  zo  1.,  according  to  the  diftance 
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£roin  th«  town.  The  buyer  takes  them  up  «nd  carries  them 
dF  the  groundsi  and  none  are  fed  off  in  the  fieJd.  The  poca* 
toes  ave  chiefly  planted  by  Dvndee  maDufadurers,  who  alfe 
clean  thcro  wiA  hand  hoes,  and  take  them  up.  The  fanner 
puts  the  itfovnd  in  proper  order  for  receiving  thero,  and 
iraws  from  "4!.  to  61.  the  acre.  This  pradicc  is  attended 
laikh  the  b^  effcds,  to  the  health  and  more  eafy  fubfiftenoe 
^f  the  manufadiirer  and  his  family  \  end  to  the  fanner  ia 
clearing  his  land  from  weeds,  which  it  does  moreeffrdttally  thaa 
Any  other  method.  An  acre  of  good  grais,  for  green  feeding, 
like  the  turnip,  draws  from  7 1.  to  lol.  and  even  xa  1.  The 
plough  generally  ufcd  is  the  improved  Scotch  one,thoogh  Small^a 
plough  begins  alfo  to  be  introduced.  No  threihing  machines 
Lave  hitherto  been  employed,  though  there  arc  many  in  varto 
•U8  parts  of  the  neighbouring  country,  ssid  thoagh  oae  kind 
9i  them  is  (poken  of  with  approbation.  Probably  the  rcafcn  is, 
that  we  have  ao  fioms  ib  large  as  to  make  them  neceflaiy,  or 
to  pay  fufficiently  for  the  original  ezpence.  The  corns,  when 
fcrooght  off  the  field,  are  all  (lacked  in  the  bam- yard,  and  ge« 
aerally  railed  about  3  feet  above  the  ground,  on  wooden 
frames  fuppoited  by  ftone  pillars.  Fanners  have  been,  for  a 
long  time,  the  only  inftruments  employed  in  winnowing* 
The  principal  nunures,  in  addition  to  what  every  farm  fup« 
plies,  are  dung  from  Dundee^  and  lime,  chiefly  from  Suader« 
land.  No  fervices  are  in  this  parilh  exaded  from  the  far« ' 
aaers ;  and  this  oppreilive  cuftom,  though  (till  fubfilting  ia 
iMKie  other  parts  of  Angus-{hire,  is  here  happily  aboliibed. 

CattU. — ^The  greateft  part  of  the  pariib  is  inclofed  with 
Iiedges  and  Aone  fences,  but,  except  in  fome  parts  diftant  from 
the  town,  the  inclofures  are  feldom  ufed  for  pafture«  The 
cattle  of  all  kinds  are  good,  but  the  pari(h  is  not  remarkaUe 
far  any  peculiar  breed.    The  farmers  breed  fome  horfes,  but 
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1^  no  means  in  number  fufEci^nt  for  the  demands  of  the  neygh* 
bonrhoody  or  for  their  own  labour.  The  market  in  Dundee, 
for  all  kinds  of  butcher  meat,  is  one  of  the  beft  in  Scotland*. 
No  (hdfep  arc  bred,  or  even  fattened  for  fale,  except  a  few  by 
Mr.  Guthrie  of  Craigie.  He  has  tried  in  his  inclofures  the 
large  fouth  country  breed,  and  endeavoured  to  introduce  that 
of  Mr.  Bakewell,  with  tolerable  fuccefs.  The  birds  and  qua- 
drupeds, which  are  not  domefticated,  are  the  fame  that  fre* 
quent  the  other  low  country  pariflies  near  the  fea,  and  feem  to 
require  no  particular  enumeration.  No  [lart  of  the  pariSb  i« 
fulgeft  to  inundations,  except  the  bottom  where  Fiethy  and 
Dighty  join ;  but  no  confiderable  damage  is  done,  either  to 
the  grounds,  or  to  the  crops  upon  them ;  and  though,  the 
cquinoAial  tides  fometimes  rife  high|  they  have  not,  in  anj 
perfon's  memory,  been  hurtful. 

Climate  and  Di/ea/ei.''^iJo  part  of  the  pariih  can  be  called 
unhealthy.  The  higher  and  weft  part  of  the  town  of  Dun-* 
^,  and  the  whole  ridge,  on  which  the  principal  additions  to 
it  have  been  built,  is  naturally  as  healthy  a  fituation,  (from  its 
gravelly  bottom,  the  conftant  current  of  the  tides,  and  its  ex« 
pofure  to  the  S.  W.  winds,)  as,  perhaps,  any  in  the  world.  E- 
▼en  Che  fuburbs  to  the  N.  £.  though  on  a  bottom  of  till,  are 
healthy,  for  the  declivity  of  the  fituation  prevents  all  ftagna* 
tion  of  water*     The  low  grounds  behind  the  town  are,  in« 

deed, 

*  The  veal,  in  partienlir,  hai  of  late  yean  become  cxcetteot,  in  confeqaefice 
of  an  unproTemeat  introduced,  by  a  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood,  in  the 
aanagemcnt  of  the  calTes.  Inftead  of  ccnfining  them  in  low,  dirty,  and  open 
ftallt,  they  are  placed  in  boze*  raifed  fcQie  feet  aboT«  the  ground,  bjp  which 
means  they  are  more  eafily  kept  clean,  warm,  and  dry,  and  care  is  alTo  taken 
by  giving  U  cover  to  every  box,  to  ezclade  the  light.  In  confequcnce  of  thefe 
aodibme  other  attention t,  the  veal  equals,  if  not  cxceUi^  the  ht&  prodii<cd>iA 
Kogbnd. 
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deed,  hitherto»  bat  infufficlently  drained,  and  the  houfe^  to 
the  fouth,  which  border  on  them,  exhibit  fome  inconfiderable 
marks  of  dampnefs.     But  the  principal  caufes  of  unhealthi« 
neb  in  Dundee,  are  the  height  of  the  houfes,  the  narrownefs 
of  the  tenements  and  of  fome  ftreets,  by  which  the  people 
were  too  much  crowded  upon  one  another.     The  bounds  of 
the  royalty  were  too  confined  for  the  increaiing  number  of  the 
inhabitants,   and  it  was  only  within  the  laft  30  years,   that 
they  began  to  extend  their  buildings  beyond  its  limits.     But 
with  all  thefe  defeds,   Dundee  may  be  confidered  as  a   very 
healthy  places  the   fmall-pox,  indeed,    is  often  epidemical 
and  ff Ul,  for  inoculation  is,  hitherto,   but  imperfefily  intro-* 
duced;  but  fevers  are  feldom  infedious,   and  agues  almoft 
unknown.     The  crowded  places  of  the  town,  indeed,  are  un- 
favourable to  children,  but  probably  not  more  fo  than  other 
crowded  places  ;  and  as  one  evidence  of  its  healthineb,  it  may 
be  mentioned,  that  in   a  diftri6l  containing   1800  inhabiunts, 
only  two  perfons,  in  the  fummer  of  2789,  were  found  confin* 
ed  to  bed.     Lefs  rain   falls  here  than  at   Perth,  for,  by  the 
Carfe  and  Siedlaw  hills  to  the  north,  and  the  Fife  hills  to  the 
fouth,  the  clouds  are  attra&ed,  and  frequently  carried  away 
from  this  town  and  neighbourhood  *.  The  village  of  the  Fer* 
ryr  in  particular,  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  pariih,  near  Broughty 
caflle,  is  uncommonly  dry  and  wholefome,  and,  perhaps,  bet* 
ter  fitted  for  fea-bathing,    than  any  other  place  on  the  eafl 
coaft  of  Scotland.  The  mod  frequent  endemial  difeafesare  con- 
fumptions  and  the  fcrophula,  by  which  laft,  perhaps,  the  for- 
mer are  principally  produced.     The  fcrophula  feems  chiefly 
to  affed  the  families  of  linen^weavers,   who  fometimes  feed 
poorly,   and  wbofe   manufafture   is  carried  on  in  damp  and 
low  floors.     We   have  no  lake,    or  even  pool  of  {landing 

water 

*  No  tradition  or  htftory  fpeaks  of  any  damage  done  in  Dundee  by  thoftder, 
tad  probably  the  fltuatioa  and  form  of  the  Law  xj  oar  lecurity,  and  enables  it 
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water^  exc^^pt  one,  ivliich  13  dry  in  fummcr,  and  the  declivity 
•f  the  ground  in  all  places,  fpeedily  carries  off  the  rain. 

Toffiis^  Springs^  \3c. — Unlefs  whin-done  and  porphyry 
may  be  clafled  among  volcanic  produdions,  nothing  of.  this 
kind  has  been  discovered.  Ihefe  two,  particularly  the  firft, 
compofe  the  principal  part  of  the  hills  and  riilng  grounds  in 
the  parifh.  The  porphyry  is  chiefly  on  the  lands  of  Balgay 
and  Blacknefs.  There  are,  however,  various  quarries, of 
what  we  call  frce-ftone.  This  is  much  harder  than  the  free- 
ftone  about  Edinburgh,  and  is  evidently  (Iratified.  It  i^  a 
faad«-ftane,  and  fometimes  inclofes  many  pebbles,  fuch  as  ngw 
lie  on  all  our  ihores,  and  are  rounded  by  the  dafbing  of  the 
waters.  From  the  quarries  of  this  kind  in  the  neighbourhood, 
ftod  efpecially  along  the  coaft,  (lones  for  building  in  the  town 
are  often  taken.  But  the  bell  quarry,  and  what  builders  princi- 
pally employ,  is  that  of  Kingoodie  on  the  eda^e  of  Mill-Se}d» 
in  the  pariih  of  Forgan  ;  and  lighters  bring  the  ftone  imme- 
diately from  the  quarry.     Though  dompofed  of  coarfer  par- 
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to  »d»  to  fome  degree,  at  an  eledrical  coodaSor.  We  have  no  water  fpoufs, 
•r  whirlwind-,  and,  excepting  the  meteor,  which,  fome  ^ears  ago,  paflcd  along 
che  whole  ifland  no  Remarkable  phsenomeDa  are  remembered  in  the  air.  I'lie 
aurora  borealis  dificn  nothing  from  thofe  in  other  place*  of  Scotland,  and,  ex- 
cept during  a  fettled  coorfe  of  froft,  it  is  generally  followed  bf  wind  and  rain 
from  the  fouth.  From  a  aneteorological  regifter,  kept  for  fome  yeart  pad,  by 
Mr.  Fairweather,  a  gentleman^n  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town,  it  appears,  that 
the  ammal  arerage  of  rain,  which  U\\  from  January  1785,  to  January  179a,  is 
sa,  12  inches,  or.  abftraAing  from  the  uncommonly  rainy  year  of  1789,  ax,  23, 
tha^t  the  average  height  of  I^aranheit's  thermometer,  for  the  months  of  June, 
July,  and  Angnft,  at  two  o'clock  aftemooo,  was  for  the  fame  years  6j,  85,  and 
for  thr  months  of  December,  January,  and  February,  at  8  in  the  morning  34, 
7g.  The  hottfe,  where  this  regifter  was  kept,  is  fituated  in  the  fouth  expofi^a 
•f  the  bank  below  fiUckne£»,  and  about  40  feet  abore  the  IctgI  of  the  Tay. 
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tides,  and  incapable  of  .being  fo  fmootblj  poliilied  as  tbtf 
Done  from  fome  other  qaarries,  particularly  thofe  of  Craigie 
and  Invergottrie^  it  is  much  more  durable,'  and  in  manj  parts 
of  the  great  fteeple,  built  from  it,  in  the  isth  centnrj,  efpc- 
cialljr  in  the  higher  and  more  expofed  parts,  the  marks  of  the 
chiflel  are  ftill  vifible.  The  colour  is  grey,  inclining  a  little 
to  blue.  Another  fand-ftone  of  a  redith  colour  and  fofter 
texture,  is  found  immediately  weft  from  the  town,  and  at  high 
water  generally  covered  by  the  tide ;  but  it  is  Co  periibable  as 
to  be  of  little  ufe.  We  have  no  figured  ftones,  no  petribc* 
tions,  no  limedone  or  noarble,  and  no  granite  or  other  alpine 
ftone,  except  a  few  loofe  and  detached  pieces,  which  bear  the 
appearance  of  being  rounded  by  water.  A  very  fmall  quan* 
tity  of  grey  (late  is  found  in  the  free*ftone  quarries  on  the 
lands  of  Craigie  \  but  it  is  nothing  different  from  the  reft  of 
the  quarry,  except  that  it  fplits  into  thi|iner  ftrata.  There 
are  no  mines  of  any  kind,  nor  any  mineral  fpringa  except 
two,  and  thefe  fo  flightly  tinged  with  iron,  as  hardly  to  de« 
ferve  the  name.  Some  excellent  fprings  break  out  near  the 
town«  at  the  bottom  of  the  Law,  one  efpecially  called  the  La^ 
dy  Well^  whofe  waters  are  conveyed  in  leaden  pipes  through 
the  different  ftreets  of  the  town,  and  fupply  the  greateft  part 
of  it*  The  waters  from  moft  of  thefe,  on  boiling,  leave  t 
ftony  cruft  on  the  veffels  employed  for  that  purpofe  any  con* 
fiderable  time  ;  but  we  have  no  fprings  wblich^  with  propriety, 
can  be  called  petrifying. 

Coafi  TideSf  ifc. — ^The  Tay  is  between  a  and  3  miles  broad, 
where  it  bounds  the  parifli,  and  it  extends  nearly  along  its  ut- 
inoft  length.  The  adjacent  coaft  is  generally  high  and  rocky* 
At  the  weft  end,  along  the  lands  of  Balgay,  it  is  perpeodica« 
lar,  and  more  than  40  feet  high  ;  along  thofe  of  Blackiie&  it 
falls  lower,  till|  in  approaching  the  town,  it  becomes  a  preci* 

pice 


piee  of  gravel,  apt  to  be  undermined  by  the  fea,  and  en*- 
croachefl  on  bj  the  wind.  In  all*  the  trad  of  ground,  weft 
from  the  town,  there  are  but  one  or  two  places  where  fmall 
veflels  can  come  to  land.  The  harbour  of  Dundee  lies  to 
the  ibmh  of  the  rocks,  on  which  the  principal  part  of  the 
town  is  fituated  ;  and  here  the  ground  flopes  to  the  water  moro 
gentlj,  and  the  harbour  is  capable  of  receiving  veflels  of  300 
tons.  Eaftward  from  the  flat  ground,  where  the  ancient  part 
of  the  town  was  built,  and  along  the  eftate  of  Craigie,  tho 
ihore  again  becomes  rocky,  but  in  feveral  places  fmall  vef* 
fels  may  come  to  land.  Beyond  this  efiate,  the  coaft  falls  low« 
er,  excepting  at  one  promontory  called  the  Hare  Craigs^  and 
at  the  Ferry,  near  Broughty  Caftle,  it  becomes  a  flat  linisi  with 
a  fine  gravelly  beach,  where  larger  veflels  may  fafely  ap« 
proach.  In  the  tides  there  is  no  peculiarity.  As  the  cur"< 
rent  in  the  north  fea  flows  fouth,  we  have  high  water  about 
half  an  boor  fooner  than  at  Leith,  and  at  the  harbour  the  fife 
from  low  to  high  water  is,  in  the  higheft  ftreams,  about  18 
or  ao  feet.  Some  rocks  lie  off  the  harbour,  but,  excepting 
4,  which  have  buoys,  or  beacons,  they  rife  above  the  furfaco 
of  the  water.  The  current  of  the  Tay,  efpecially  after  land 
floods,  is  rapid.  Many  fand  banks  lie  to  the  eaftward  be^ 
tween  this  harbour  and  Errol,  and  they  are  all  on  the  north 
fide  of 'the  river.  The  principal  channel  of  the  Tay  is  on  the 
Fife  fliore,  and  it  is  only  by  this  that  veflels  of  any  burden 
can  go  op  to  Perth  or  Newburgh.  Continual  iacroacbmeots 
are  made  by  this  river,  on  the  low  lands  of  the  Carfe  of  Gow« 
rie,  aad  the  Inifh  of  Mugdrum,  oppofite  to  Errol ;  and  the  foil 
which  is  waihed  away,  comes  down  with  the  tide,  and  is  de« 
pofitcd  all  along  our  fliores,  efpecially  in  the  harbour.^  A 
fcafon,  which  they  ihut  at  high  water,  and  open  when  the  tide 
has  left  the  harbour,  was^  for  a  long  time,  the  only  refburcQ 
tot  deaiiog  away  ^the  foil,  which  is  thus  depofited.    Tho 
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fame  method  is  flill  employed,  but  a  more  effeftual  one  hai 
lately  been  adopted,  of  .opening  arched  paffiges  in  fonneof  the 
piers.  1  hrough  thefe  tl]e  current  moves  rapidly,  and  prevents 
the  foil  from  fettling  ;  and  before  this  contrivance  the  harbour 
was  in  danger  of  being  filled  up.  To  the  caft  of  the  harbour, 
all  the  wny  to  Broughty  Ciftlc,  there  is  an  excellent  road  for 
(hips  of  any  burden,  which  can  get  within  the  bar,  acrofs  the 
mouth  of  the  riVer.  This  is  about  8  miles  below  Dundee, 
and  as  veffels  can  hardly  attempt  to  crofs  it,  in  a  (lorro,  many 
Ihipwrc'cks  happen  on  the  coaft  beyond  it,  when  the  ftorm  is 
from  the  eaft,  and  the  veffels  arc  found  too  near  the  fhort. 
The  principal  fcene  of  thefe  wrecks  is  St.  Andrew's  bay,  and 
the  coaft  of  Angus  between  Barry  and  Arbroath.  Even  with- 
in the  bar,  and  till  the  veffels  have  paff^d  Broughty  C  iftlc,  the 
coafts  on  both  lides  are  dangerous,  confiftlng  of  flat  fands. 

River  and  Sea  Produ£iiofu,^^Tht  frefh  water  ft  reams  of 
Idighty,  Fiethy,  and  the  Burn  of  Muroes,  have  trouts  in  them, 
and  Dighty  has  fome  pikes,  but  no  falmon ;  except  at  the  en4 
of  the  fiihing  fe^Ubn,  when  a  few  of  what  are  called ybWj^, 
cr  if//,  are  caught,  and  no  fifli  of  almoft  any  other  kind,  ex** 
•ept  fome  fea  trout,  after  it  leaves  the  pariib,  to  fall  into  the 
1  ay  at  "Monyfieth.  Though  the  Tay  abounds  in  falmon, 
there  are  but  4  or  5  fiftiings  on  all  tur  axtent  of  coaft  ;  nor  do 
almoft  any  white  fifli,  except  a  fpeoies  of  flounders,  csdled/njb 
waierSf  come  within  the  bar.  In  the  fands  of  the  river  we 
have  a  few  fmall  crabs  ;  one  bank  yields  periwinkles  ;  fiirimps 
are  caught  on  all  of  them,  and  (inelts  in  the  channel,  on  the 
fhore  of  Fife,  near  Balmerino,  where  the  water  becomes  lefs 
ialt  than  at  Dundee.  In  fomo  years,  towards  Auguft^  large 
ihoals  of  pofpoxfes  appear,  and  regularly  go  up  and  down 
with  the  tide,  from  the  mouth  of  t|)e  river  as  far  as  Errol, 
in  purfuit  of  falmon,  but  no  method  has  hitherto  been  found 
of  catching  them.    Seals  are  numerousi  and  alfo  deftruftive 
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to  the  falmon  ;  but  various  methods  are  prafiifed  of  catching 
thefe  ;  and  as  they  foon  leave  the  places  where  they  are  onc# 
difturbed,  they  are  now  feldom  fecn  farther  up  than  Mony- 
fieth.  The  falmon,  caught  in  the  river,  go  principally  to 
the  London  market,  frefli  .or  pickled.  To  carry  them  frefli, 
the  method  firft  fuggeftcd  by  Mr.  George  Dempfter,  of  pack- 
ing them  in  ice,  has  been  found  of  the  greateft  confequence, 
and  is  now  confiantly  adopted.  The  price  of  falmon  here  is 
always  regulated  by  that  of  the  London  market,  and  general- 
ly goes  beyond  it.  Our  falmon  fifliings  begin  later  than  to« 
wards  Perth,  and  confequently  lefs  is  carried  in  a  frefh  ftate 
€0  London.  The  rent  of  all  the  falmon  fifhing^  in  the  river 
probably  exceeds  3000 1.  annually ;  but  of  this  rent,  thofe  on 
oor  ihores  yield  a  very  inconfiderable  part.  The  currents  of 
the  Tay  being  rapid,  the  channels  of  its  waters  are  often 
changed,  and,  confequently,  in  this  part  of  the  river  the  fal- 
mon often  change  their  courfe,  and  the  annual  value  of  any 
particular  fifliing  alters.  A  fifhing  on  the  Fife  (hore,  dppo* 
jite  to  Broughty  Callle,  was  let  in  17  89,  at  no  greater  yearly 
rent  than  40 1.  and  in  that  year  the  tackfman  is  (aid  to  have 
cleared  no  lefs  than  300 1.  As  the  parifh  is  fituated  a  good  way 
within  the  bar  of  the  river,  we  have  no  fea  weed  for  manure. 
Some  kelp  is  made,  but  in  fo  fmall  a  quantity,  that  the  fliores 
yield  no  rent ;  and  any  perfon  who  pleafes  is  allowed  to  burn 
it.  I  know  of  no  uncommon  plants  in  the  parifh,  or  any  un- 
common fbells  upon  its  fhores  \  neither  fpunges  nor  corals 
are  to  be  found. 

On  the  fea  coaft,  without  the  bar,  great  numbers  of  fca- 
fiib  are  caught  $  haddocks,  whitings,  cod,  ling,  plaice,  dab, 
flounders,  foles,  turbot,  holibut,  fkate,  mackarel,  and  herrings. 
Of  thefe,  the  haddocks  were  the  principal,  and  the  moft  rea- 
dily bought  up.  They  were  fome  years  a  goin  fuch  plenty,  as 
(o  be  an  important  article  of  food  far  the  common  people ;  but 
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for  more  than  three  years  thej  have  entirely  left  the  cciaft« 
Thej  were  alwajrs  in  feafon^  except  from  February  to  May. 
The  cod  and  ling  are  not  plentiful,  and  they  are  inferior  in 
Ijuality  to  thofe  taken  farther  north.  The  mackarel  and  her. 
rings  come  from  beyond  Fife  Nefs,  and  are  principally  taken 
in  Autumn.  AH  the  towns  of  Angus  afford  excellent 
markets  for  all  theCe  kinds  of  fifli,  the  town  of  Dundee  efpe- 
cially  ;  but  it  is  now  poorly  and  irregularly  fupplied.  Be- 
tween Monyfteth  and  Arbroath,  confideraUe  quantities  of 
crabs  and  lobRers  are  found.  The  lobfters  went  chiefly  to  the 
London  market,  till  lately,  that  by  overfifiiing,  none  were  to 
be  had  of  a  proper  fize,  and,  on  this  account  they  were  for 
fome  time  fpared,  and  more  of  them  come  to  the  market  of 
Dundee.  Mufcles  and  cockles  come  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Eden,  near  St.  Andrews,  and  are  fold  by  meafure.  The  defed 
of  our  fea  fifhing  is,  that  the  fiOiermen  live  too  far  up  the  river, 
and,  their  boats  being  fmaller  than  in  the  times  when  fmug- 
gling  prevailed,  they  do  not  go  out  to  deep  enough  water,  and 
cannot  always  venture  to  crofs  the  bar,  We  have  no  oyf« 
ters,'and  all  attempts  to  fettle  them  in  the  river,  have  hither* 
to  been  unfuccefsful. 

jlntijuitUs^  Curiqfitiest  ^c. — ^On  the  top  of  the  Law  of  Dun- 
dee, which  is  the  mod  remarkable  hill  in  the  parifli,  there 
are  the  remains  of  a  fortification,  the  ditch  of  which  is  ftill 
vifible.  Though  the  whole  inclofure,  which  is  of  a  fquare 
form,  is  not  of  the  fame  (I rupture  with  the  towers,  which 
have  been  fuppofed  to  he  cemented  by  the  force  of  fire,  one 
fmall  part  of  it  has  been  thus  compared.  Probably  on  this 
the  fires  for  alarming  the  town  were  lighted  ;  and,  by  the  fre* 
quent  lighting,  fome  of  the  ilones  have  been  put  in  fufion. 
Along  a  good  part  of  the  fliore  on  the  eftate  of  Craigie,  feve« 
ral  urQ3  of  unburnt  clay,  containing  aiheS}  have  beeo  found, 

and 


ofDund€€.  toj 

and  feveral  ftone  coffins  with  bones  ;  and,  thongli  the  tnoft  of 
tbefe  are  of  the  common  form,  fome,  without  anj  difierence 
in  the  fize  of  the  bonesi  are  onlj  thr^e  feet  fquare.  On  the 
lands  of  Balgaj,  there  is  one  of  thofe  fubterraneous  dwellings, 
or  places  of  retreat,  afcribed  to  the  ancient  Pids ;  and, 
tltfaough  it  has  not  been  yet  explored,  it  is  certainly  of  un« 
common  extent.— -The  ikeleton  of  the  firft  elephant  difTeded 
in  Britain,  was  fome  years  ago  to  be  feen  ;  the  difTeftion  was 
made  by  Dr.  Blair,  an  eminent  phyfician  of  Dundee,  and  a 
a  memoir  which  he  drew  up  concerning  it,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  London  Philofophical  Tranla&ions— From  the  council 
minutes,  which  yet  remain,  it  appears,  that  coal  mines  were 
wrought  in  Scotland,  at  a  much  more  early  period  than  is 
commonly  belilved  ;  for  they  (hew»  that  in  the  i6th  century, 
coals  were  the  principal  and  common  fuel.  The  fame  mi« 
nutes  fnrnifh  many  evidences  of  the  uncertain  and  changeable 
▼alue  of  money  \  for,  in  1589,  the  price  of  a  boll  of  coals, 
which  probably  confided,  as  at  prefent,  of  800  lb.  weight, 
and  which  now  fells  at  6s.  coft,  in  x6io,  is. 6yd.  Mr. 
David  Lindfay  the  parfon,  (who  afterwards  was  biihop  of 
Brechin,  and  probably  tranflated  thence  to  Edinburgh,)  values 
13  bolls  of  meal,  13  bolls  of  oats,  and  10  bolls  of  wheat,  paid 
him  out  of  the  Abbey  of  Lindores,  at  no  more  than  8  1.  6  s. 
8d«  yearly  ;  and  in  place  of  that  quantity  of  vidual,  has  that 
annual  fum  Cettled  on  him  by  the  council :  and,  in  Jthe  famo 
year,  Mr*  James  Gleg  leaves  the  regency  or  profeiTorihip  of 
St*  Salvator's  college,  St.  Andrews,  in  order  to  be  chofen  rec^ 
tor  of  the  Dundee  grammar  fchool,  with  no  greater  yearly  fa- 
]ary,  than  16 1.  133.  4d.  and  no  higher  quarterly  payments 
from  his  fcholars,  than  6y  d.  The  plague  alfo  appears  in  an- 
cient times  to  have  been  very  frequent;  and,  befides  the 
drcadfnl  ravages  it  made  in  Dundee  about  the  year  1366,  and 
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for  the  laft  time  in  1607,  the  inhabitants  feem  to  have  neTCt 
been  perfedly  free  from  alarms  concerning  it  *• 

Population. — As  to  the  ftate  of  the  population  of  the  town 
andparilh,  in  remote  times,  it  is  impof&bletogiveanj  accounts; 
nor  can  thofe  which  we  may  attempt  to  give,  even  for  the  laft 
centurj,  be  deemed  fullj  fiitisfadorj  The.greateft  part  of  the 
ancient  records  and  documents,  is  faid  to  have  been  carried  off  or 
deftrojed,  at  the  various  fiegesofthe  town,  and  efpeciallj  when 
it  was  ftormed  by  Monk  ;  and  though  fome  council  minutes 
remain,  as  far  back  at  1587,  and  a  record  of  perfons  inroUed 
as  burghers,  beginning  in  15139  thej  afford  verj  little  affif^ 
tance  in  this  inveftigation.  The  regifter  of  baptifms  and 
marriages,  reaches  no  farther  back  than  1645,  and  contains 
no  more  than  five  complete  years  before  the  fatal  ailault  in 
1651.  As,  however,  we  have  of  late  years,  three  adual  enu« 
xnerations  of  the  inhabitants,  one  in  17M,  when  their  num^ 
ber  was  found  to  be  12,426;  one  in  1781,  when  it  turned 
out  15,700  ;  and  one  in  1788,  when  it  was  19,329,  we  are 
enabled,  from  a  comparifon  of  the  marriages  near  thefe  pe« 
riods,  wich  the  marriages,  about  165 1,  to  form  fome  probable 
corijedures  about  its  former  population.  The  annual  aVe« 
rage  of  the  marriages  for  the  5  years,  previous  to  1651,  is  85. 

But 

*  Under  the  head  of  uniquitiei  may  aUb  be  ftatcd  the  Tariont  atUcka  and 
Beget  of  the  town.  It  wai  twice  taken  by  the  EnglUh  in  the  days  of  King  £d* 
ward  I.  and  at  often  retalccn  by  the  hcroea  Wallace  and  Bruce,  and  the  caiUe 
wat  demoliihed  by  the  Utter.  It  wat  again  taken  and  reduced  to  a0ioa  by 
Richard  l\.  and  a  fourth  time  by  the  Englifii,  who,  in  the  reign  of  £dward  VL 
held  Brottghty  Caftle«  The  Marquis  of  Montrofe  took  it  by  aflault,  and  gave 
it  up  to  pillage,  which  feemt  to  have  been  prevented  by  the  approach  of  an  ar* 
my  of  the  Covenantert ;  and  to  coTer  hit  retreat  from  them,  the  north  and  eaft 
paru  of  it  were  fet  on  ire.  The  laft  and  moft  deftrudive  ^^^  when  it  wa» 
mgain  taken  by  affault,  and  completely  pillaged|  wit  in  CromweU*t  tiou  by  Ge« 
ncral  Monk* 
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Bat  the  annual  average  of  the  marriages,  for  the  5  years,  imroe« 
diatelj  preceding  1 7 66,  is  140;  ^nd  as  140  to  12,416,  theac- 
Inal  number  of  inhabitants,  in  1766,  fo  is  85  to  7544*    The 
average  number  of  marriages  again  for  the  5  years  preceding 
X78X,  is  Z49,  and  as  149  to  15,700,  fo  is  85  to  8957*;  and,  in 
like  manner,  as  215,  the  average  number  of  the  marriages  for 
the   5  years  preceding  1788,  is  to  19,329,  fo  is  85  to  7641 « 
Thefe  are  the  three  refults  for  the  number  of  the  inhabitanta 
in  165X  ;  the  medium  of  the  three  brings  it  out  8,0^^7  ;  an^ 
it  is  probable,  that  this  conjedure  jdoes  not  err  widely  from 
the  truth.     It  is  true,  that  a  fimilar  comparifon,  inftituted  be- 
tween the  averages  of  the  baptifms,  at  thefe  different  periods, 
would  bring  out  in  1651,  a  population  not  lefs  than  12,597 ; 
but  more  xefpeA  feems,  on  many  accounts,  to  be  due  to  the 
regifter  of  marriages,  than  to  that  of  baptifms.    AU  marriages, 
whether  regular  or  not,  have  hitherto  been  carefully  recdrd- 
ed ;  but,  befides  that  many  negled,  or  find  it  inconvenient,  to 
record  their  children's  names,  (and  thefe  omifiions  are  much 
more  ircadily  overlooked,  in  large  places,  than  in  fmall),  it  is 
Co  be  obferved,  that  previous  to  i^5X>   there  were  few  or  no 
fedaries ;  whereas,  fince  the  revolution  in  1688,  and  efpeci- 
ally,  fiace  the  rife  of  the  Independents  and  Seceders,  about 
X732,  many  have  thought  regiftration  in  the  records  of  the 
Eftablilked .  Church,  inconfiftent   with  their   religious  prin- 
ciples :  confequently,  the  number  of  recorded  baptifms^  muft 
now  tear  a  tela  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  thaa 
it  did  Ibnneily ;  and,  the  refult,   for  the  former  population, 
which  18  drawn  from  them,  muft  come  out  too  great. 

The  I0I5  of  people  in  the  fiege  by  Monk,  and  efpecially  in 
the  carnage  at  the  ftonniog<of  the  town,  appears,  on  many  ac- 
eounts,  to  have  been  great,  andtrannot  be  eftimated  at  much 
k&  than  a  fixth  part  of  the  whole  inhabitants.  Of  z  59  children, 
bom  within  the  eight  months  immediately  following,  no  left 
Voi^  VIII.  D  d  than 
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than  %$  are  pofthumoui  ;uid  as  159,  to  80479  the  whole  nuno- 
ber  of  inbabitantSi  lb  is  25  to  11659  the  naxnber  that  may  be 
fappofed  to  have  been  defirojed*   It  is  true,  that  this  diminu- 
ttoQ  of  inhabitant^  dpes  pot  produoe  any  immediate  effeft 
upon  tl>e  s^airiages,  or  baptifms,  recorded  in  the  regiftec;  saj, 
that  ip  the  ^  facceeding  years,  the  marriages  are  more  nu- 
iperous  (ban  before  the  fiege.     But  among  tbefe,  66  are  the 
marriages  of  Eoglilh  fpldiers ;  imd  though  the  baptifms,  dur- 
pg  thia  period*  ^re  not  upon  the  .whole  increafed,  but  in  a 
fmall  degree  diniinilhed,  %Si  Pf  ^^em  ^e  of  foldiers'  childreo. 
Beiides,  the  money  fpent  by  a  numeroi^s  garrifon  could  not 
fail  to  attrad  people  by  the  hopes  of  profit ;  and,  the  exaft 
difcipUne  of  Cromwellfs  troops,  and  the  regular  diftribution 
of  juftipe,  which  took  place  during  |be  iiidiole  time  of  bis 
ufurpation,  gave  them  full  ai^d  vuufual  iecurity  in  their  va- 
rious occupations.    jBut  on  the  i^rithdjcawing  of  the  garrifon, 
the  deficiency  of  inhabitant^,  becomes  immediately  evident. 
Notwithftanding  the  acceffions  which  (he  garrifon  has  been 
;ruppored  to  attract,  a  calculation  from  the  marriages  brings 
out,  after  the  reftoration,  a  diminution  of  875  in  the  popula- 
tion ;  and,  towards  the  end  pf  jthe  reign  of  Chalks  II*  and  ^ 
during  the  whole  reigp  of  James  yil.  a  diminupon  of  1420. 

This  diminution  of  population  cannpt  bji  afcribe4  to  the  j 
flight  or  removal  of  the  inhabitants,  op  the  forefight  of  the 
fiege ;  for  many  perfons,  and  fbme  even  of  the  higbeft  rank, 
had  repaired  to  Dundee,  as  a  place  of  fecurity,  and  ftrength. 
Among  thefe,  I  find  the  Earls  of  Buchan,  Twedd^le,  Buc* 
cleugh  and  Rofeberry ;  the  Vifcount  of  Newburgh;  tbe  lords 
^ajcarras,  Elibank,  IT efier  and  Ranifay  j  and  the  mafter  of 
Burley;  15  perfons  idfo  bearing  titksof  kn^hthood;  ix 
other  gentlemen  of  landed  property;  9  of  tbe  Faculty  of  Advo« 
Gates ;  24  writers,  merchants,  and  indwellers  of  Edinburgh  ; 
and  6  citizens  of  the  Canongatei  Leith  and  Muflelborgh, 

§9mc 


Some  evei^of  the  clergy  from  thcfouth  found  it  neceflarj  to 
take  ihelter  in  Dundee  partiodarly  Meflrs.  Oliver  Colt ;  at 
Moflelburgh,  Stevenfon  at  Danbat,>  and  Rerd  of  the  Weft  Kirk 
Edinburgh.  All  tliefe  are  mentioned  in  the  regifter,  as  pa- 
rents  or  witneffes  to  the  baptifms  recorded  in  it.  One  of  the 
children  recorded  is  Anne,  afterwards  Dntchels  of  Mon- 
mouth; and  the  hoafe  where  (he  was  bom  is  ftiU  pointed  oot\ 
In  this  deftru&ion  of  fo  many  inhabitants,  many  flrangers 
were  involved,. thofe  efpecially  who  appeared  as  defenders  of 
the  town*  The  governor  Lumiiden,  of  the  family  of  Inver* 
gelly  in  Fife,  is  fatd,  on  the  irruption  of  the  Englifli,  to  have 
taken  poflfeflion  of  the  great  fteeple  ;  and,  being  foon  after 
obliged  to  furrender  at  difcretioo,  he  and  all  with  him  were 
maflacred  in  the  chnrch  yard.'    In  thd  fame  place  alfo,  the 

D  d  ar  two 

*  It  may,  perhaps,  be  an  objeA  of  curi^fity,  at  leaft,  to  an  inhabitant  of  Dun^ 
^,  to  know  the  names  of  the  perfont  whofe  pofthnmous  children  are  recorded, 
and,  who  probably  fell  in  the  fiege,  or  after  it.  They  are  John  Duncan,  Donatd 
t>ocbai,  Robert  Ritchiefon,  Jan^et  Guthrie,  Andrew  Kinncries,  merchanti; 
Robert  Boltie,  unmarried,  of  a  refpeftable  mercantile  funily  now  czcin^;  Ma^ 
jor  Robert  Lindfay,  probably  foa  of  one  deilgocd  late  of  Kinnettles;  Thomas 
Amiand,  uylor ;  George  Barrie,  mealmaker ;  iDavid  Elder,  weaver ;  Thoma<i 
Nlcol.  and  Alexander  Hifl,  maltmto;  VTiUiam  Glenny,  feaman;  John  Nicol 
baxter;  George  Andcrfon,  hammerman ;  and  of  perfont  whofe  delations  are 
Bot  giren,  James  Angns^  unmarried  »  James  Thain,  John  Difton,  John  John^ 
flon,  Thomas  Smith,  John  Kennedy,  John  Lyon,  Thomas  Watfon,  William 
Ottghterlony,  James  Stibbles.  As  an  objed  of  fimilar  curiofity,  the  following 
not  inelegant  epitaphs,  on  the  tomb  ftones  of  two  oth^  perCons,  who  feem  to 
have  been  of  confiderable  note,  are  inferted. 

<>  Moimmeidmm  RoBKRTi  X)sc<9l^tQn^ptM9rU  vigUatiHJlmi,^,  Amfirtittr  ^ 
"  iygmW/<r  arki*  9pfmgM^me  dhmUaiat,  letAaiHtr  at  btfiikiu  ^mlmratmt^  pv  oW- 
"  Uitttfms  wtam  raUUit,  Cal,  Sefftemhru^  AnMSsluth  J^timan^i  MDCLL  * 

*>  MmammiMm  Oaoaoxi  BaowN,  prmUru  me'ritfJSmi,  fat,  hn  prmturm  mamtr§ 
**  par^tnmamfiUciUr  JefaaQat,  aaditfat  pifgnaath  UtbalUtr  ab  ho/liiai  vaUeratiktt 
**  faHms  vaiagrikm  per  Mortem  Umgalda*,  aiwUm,  aatarm  dehitam^  pre  timtaU  eipa* 
**  $rU  red£di$,  2d».  Ncaat  OMr'u,  Anjie  Dm.  S6jfl«  JSMuJex^fiaa.** 
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two  batallions  of  Lord  Duffns^s  regiment  are  faid  t«  have  bceo 
flaughtered ;  and,  another  bodj  fnffered  the  like  fate,  in  Ae 
fquare  called  the  filh-market.  No  nnnfnal  provocation  ap» 
pears  Co  have  been  given  Co  this  feverity.  On  the  contrary, 
Mr.  Gumble,  general  Monk's  chaplain,  and  who  writes  his 
life,  fpeaks  in  high  terms  of  the  governor,  for  his  gallant  and 
fcrave  defence.  His  head  was,  notwithftanding,  cat  off  and 
fixed  upon  a  fpike,  in  one  of  the  abutments  at  the  fouth  weft 
comer  of  the  fteeple ;  and,  till  a  few  years  ago,  when  the 
ilone  where  the  fp^ke  was  Inferred,  fell  down,  the  remains  of 
it  were  obfervable.  The  fame  indignity  appears  alfo  to  have 
been  done  to  others.  It  b  a  tradition  here,  that  the  carnage 
did  not  ceafe  till  the  third  day,  when  a  child  was  feen  ins 
lane,  called  the  Thorter-Row,  fucking  its  murdeted  mother. 
Several  perfons  alfo,  on  this  occafion,  were  carried  priibneis 
to  London,  probably  along  with  the  300  officers  fnrprifed  \xf 
Monk's  Colonels,  Alured  and  Morgan,  at  Alyth,  when,  col- 
leding  a  body  to  raife  the  fiege.  Among  the  prifoners,  weit 
Mr.  Andrew  Affleck,  the  parfon,  or  firft  minifter,  and  Mr. 
John  Robertfon  the  Vicar.  They  were  detained  at  London 
till  fpring  1653  ^  and,  after  their  return  Mr.  Robertfon 
was  iomh  time  confined  in  the  common  prifon  of  Dundee. 
Mr.  Affled  was  anceftor  to  the  two  brothers.  Admiral  and 
Captain  Affleck  in  the  royal  navy.  The  date  of  this  metct- 
leb  afiault,  was  the  firft  of  September  16^1. 

Though  no  probable  account  can  be  given  of  the  popuh- 
tion  in  remote  times,  the  town  of  Dundee  appears  to  hare 
been  long  ago  a  place  of  confiderable  note.  Edward  I. 
thought  it  of  fufficient  confequence  to  be  occupied  by  aa 
Englilh  garrifon  ;  and,  the  illuftrious  Wallace,  (with  his 
companions  John  Blair,  probably  of  the  fialthaybck  familjy 
and  Sir  N.  Campbell  of  Lochow,)  is  faid,  by  tradition,  to  have 
received  his  education  at  the  Dundee  fohool,  and  io  tliis  fitua- 

tioo, 
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tioD,  to  have  began  his  exploits,  with  the  death  of  the  fon  to 
the  Englifh  governor.  Of  the  4  boroughsi  Edinburgh,  Perth^ 
Dundee  and  Aberdeen,  which  were  of  fuch  confequence,  in 
all  the  reigns,  after  that  of  Robert  Bruce,  as  to  give  fecurity 
for  the  obfervation  of  national  treaties,  it  was  the  third  in 
lank :  Its  (hare,  in  the  reign  of  James  VI.  of  the  whole  pub* 
lie  taxes,  was  a  a5th  part,  and  of  thofe  laid  upon  the  boroughs, 
fometimes  a  tenth  part,  but  more  frequentlj  a  5th ;  and  of 
the  X400  merks  impofed  upon  the  towns  of  Dundee,  Forfar, 
Arbroath  and  Perth,  for  fitting  out  the  jacht,  Mary^gallant^ 
to  fetch  home  the  king  and  queen  from  Denmark,  the  pro* 
portion  paid  by  Dundee  was  700.  At  the  ftorm  by  Monk, 
Gumble  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  very  rich  and  thriving  place  \  he 
tells  us,  in  particular,  of  60  fhips  taken  in  the  harbour,  and 
ient  away  loaded  with  booty,  coniifting  chiefly  of  plate  and 
money ;  and^  difapproving  of  the  rapacity  of  the  plunderers, 
mentionsi  with  apparent  fatisfadion,  the  lols  of  the  whole 
fleet,  in  croffing  the  bar  of  the  river. 

A  calamity,  probably  no  lefs  fatal  to  the  town  of  Dundee, 
than  the  fiege  and  fiorm  by  Monk,  was  the  fevere  7  years 
dearth  in  the  end  of  the  lail  century.  The  annual  average  of 
itiarriages  for  5  years,  was  at  that  time  reduced  to  54;  and  from 
the  effiB&s  of  this  calamity,  we  never  recovered  till  feveral  years 
after  the  rebellion  in  1745.  Though  the  union  of  the  kingdoms 
put  an  end  to  the  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  proceedings  of  the 
government  in  Scotland,  it  produced  a  new  caufe  of  depreffion 
to  diis  particular  diftriA.  Our  ftaple  manufafiure  was  the 
fpinning  and  weaving  the  coarfe  woollens,  called  Flaiding. 
Thefe  were  fent  to  the  Dutch  market,  and  there  thickened 
and  dyed,  for  clothing  to  the  troops  in  various  parts  of  Ger- 
many. This  branch  of  trade,  we  have,  by  the  lofs  of  our 
Dutch  and  French  privileges,  loft  fo  completely  fince  the  Uni-> 
•o,  that  now  no  remainder  of  it  is  to  be  found.     The  annual 

average 
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average  of  the  marriages,  for  the  5  jears  preceding  1746, 
does  sot  exceed  56 ;  this  gives  a  population  no  greater  than 
530a ;  and  from  other  reafons«  it  is  probable,  that  this  cod<« 
clufion  is  not  much  below  the  truth.  At  thecrofs,  in  the  prin- 
cipal ftreet  of  the  towiii  there  Were  not  in  that  year,  above  4 
or  5  houfes  completelj  built  of  ftone,  all  the  reft  werp  part- 
ly of  wood.  No  (hop  rented  at  more  than  a  1.,  or  at  the  ut- 
moft  3  1. }  the  retailers  who  rented  them  were  generally  poor, 
and  three  {hops  at  the  crofs,  which  three  years  ago  were  fold 
for  450 1.  each,  were  then  entirely  fliut.  At  that  time,  alTo, 
there  were  only  two  churches,  for  public  worihip ;  and  though 
there  were  no  Seceding  meeting-houfes,  and  the  Indepoident 
congregation  was  very  inconiiderabk,  if  one  church  was  well 
filled  on  Sundays,  the  other  was  nearly  empty. 

We  have  no  regifter  of  burials,  that  can  be  depended  upois 
except  for  the  laft  5  years ;  and  this  we  ewe  entirely  to  the 
care  and  attention  of  Dr.  Wlllifon,  one  of  our  principal  phy- 
ficians.  As  the  infertion  of  the  whole  would  fwell  this  ac- 
count to  too  great  bulk,  the  faAs  which  follow,  as  feeming 
to  be  moft  important,  are  extraded  from  it.  From  February 
ift.  1787  to  ditto  1788,  the  number  of  burials  was  55a  ;  from 
1788  to  1789,  in  which  period  a  very  malignant  kind  of 
fmall  pox  raged,  the  number  was  867  ;  from  1789  to  X79O1 
it  was  609  ;  from  1790  to  1791,  when  the  finall  pox  agaia 
raged,  accompanied  with  the  chincough,  it  was  840,  and  from 
1791  to  1791,  890.  The  annual  average  of  burials,  there- 
fore, for  thefe  5  years,  is  75a  ;  and  the  proportion  of  deaths, 
to  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants,  may,  with  probability, 
be  reckoned  nearly  that  of  x  to  31.  The  excels  of  the  buri- 
als in  1791,  above  thofe  of  any  year,  wherein  the  fmall  pox 
did  not  prevail,  is  principally  to  be  afcribed  to  frefh  accei&ons 
of  inhabitants  \  for,  though  a  putrid  fore  throat  was  at  that 
time  epidemicali  I  do  not  find,  after  the  moft  minute  inquiries, 

that 
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that  it  was  fatal  to  more  than  50  people.  The  proportion  of 
burials,  of  males  to  thofe  of  females,  is  nearly  as  1 1 o  to  125  ; 
whereas  the  proportion  of  births,  of  males  to  thofe  of  female9» 
taken  from  the  record  of  baptifms,  bj  a  medium  of  averages 
for  5  years,  at  different  periods,  is  nearly  as  145  to  i)8. 
The  average  number  of  children,  dying  under  a,  is  236  : 
from  a  to  5,  98$  and  of  ftill«bom  children  50,  The  mofi  fatal 
period  to  people  advanced  hi  life,  is  from  60  to  70,  where 
the  annual  avprage  of  deaths  is  57  ;  and  to  young  people 
pad  childhood,  from  15  to  25,  when  the  fame  average  is 
47.  The  moft  fatal  months  are  January,  March,  and  De- 
cember, the  averages  of  burials  in  thefe  being  refp^edively  88, 
73«  74-  But,  perhaps  the  mod  important  faft  in  the  whole 
regifler,  and  which  ought  to  excite  attention  from  the  perfon^ 
iDoft  averie  to  the  pra&ice  of  inoculation,  is,  that,  while  in 
2787  and  1789,  the  average  number  of  children  dying  under 
5,  was  only  171,  a  fimilar  average  for  the  years  1788  and 
X790,  in  which  the  fmall  pox  raged,  arofe  to  the  aflonifliing 
fmn  of  420.  The  whole  number  pf  people  reported  as  dying 
above  90,  in  all  the  5  years  of  the  regiiler,  is  95;  of  whom  one 
was  in  the  99th  year;  another  above  the  looth,  another  in  the 
xoad,  and  another  probably  in  the  107th  year  of  their  feve- 
ral  lives.  The  name  of  the  laft  was  James  Peter,  who  died 
in  1790.  A  correfpondiag  date  of  his  father  and  mother's 
marriage,  was  certainly  found  in .  the  parifli  regiiler  of  Dun- 
nicben*  Their  marriage  was  (aid  to  have  fubfified  only  i  year^ 
and  he  affirmed,  that  he  was  their  only  child^ 

$tDce  the  enumeration  in  1788,  the  town  continues  to  in* 
crcafe  with  greater  rapidity  than  before ;  and  the  whole  in« 
habitants  of  the  town  and  parifh  can  hardly  be  eftimated  at 
leis  than  24,000  \  they  are  certainly  rated  fufficiently  low  at 
^3,000.  They  refide  .chiefly  in  the  town  and  fuburbs ;  and, 
aa  the  inhabitants,  of  whfit  may  be  properly  called  thf  coun* 


9 1 6  Statifiicd  Account 

trjparifli,  do  not  exceed  iioo,  (and  this  is  nearlj  doable  their 
number  in  i759)f  the  town  and  fuburbs  of  Dttodetmaj 
be  (aid  to  contain  from  22,000  to  22,500  fouls.  The  re- 
turn to  Dr.  Webfler  in  1755,  for  the  town  and  diftriA, 
was  only  I2|477  ^ouls ;  fo  that  calculating  the  popnlsu 
tion  now  at  the  medium  number  of  23,500,  the  iacrcale 
is  11,123  fouls.  On  the  borders  of  the  pariib,  there  axe 
two  villftges,  the  North  Ferry  near  Bnmghtj  Caftle,  pan 
of  which  runs  into  the  parilh  of  Monjfieth,  and  oar  pro- 
portion of  people  in  it  is  166  :  the  other  is  I^och-eje,  chieflj 
in  the  parifti  of  LifF;  and  in  this  our  proportion  is  hitherto 
but  inconfiderable. 

ManufaBurei^    The  principal  and  ftaple  manoJafture  of 
Dundee  is  linen  of  various  kinds;  viz.  x.  Ofnaburghsi  a^d  other 
fimilar  coarfe  fabrics  of  different  names,  for  exportation,   vA 
\¥hich  alone^  till  latelj,  were  fubjeded  to  the  pational  ftomps. 
The  quantity  of  thefe  (lamped,  between  November  1788  apd 
ditto  1789,  amounted  to  4,242,653  yards,  valued  at  xo8^  782  L 
143.  2  d« ;  and  fubtrading  from  thi«  a  fourth   part,   fup« 
pofed  to  be  brought  from  fix  neighbouring  parifiies^  to  the 
Dundee  ftamp   offices,  there  will  remain  for  the  quantity 
made  in  thisf^ariOi,  3,181,990  yards,  in  value,  80,587!*  os. 
8d.     2.  All  the  different  forts  of  canvaa  for  ihipping.    This 
fabric  is  entirely  confined  to  the  town,   and  ^e  quantity  an- 
nually made  «Qay  be  rated  at  704,000  yards,  aad  vsJued  at 
32,000 1.     The  cloth  of  this  kind,  made  by  fome  of  the  prin. 
cipal  manufadurers,  is  tihought  to  be  foperior  in  quafity  to 
any  other  in  Britain ;  and,  by  a  regulation  now  introduced, 
and  for  which  we  are  chiefly   indebted  to  Mr.  Graham  of 
Fintry,  of  fubjeding  it  to  the  infpefiioftof  puUic  ftamjKmaf- 
ters,  will  probably  retain  its  charader*     A  pc^Is  is  alfo 
ksiowny  by  which  the  buyer,  at  a  fmall  additional  expence^ 

may 
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The  quantity  annuallj  made,  may  amount  to  16,000  yards* 
and  may  be  valued  at  800 1.  4.  Bagging  for  cotton  wool,  in 
quantity  165,000  yards,  and  in  value  5,500!.  5.  Some 
diaper  by  one  company  lately  eftablifhed.  6.  The  greatefl 
part  of  all  the  linen  neceffary  for  houfehold  purpofes ;  but 
the  quantity  and  value  of  this  cannot  be  cxaftly  afcertained. 

Befides  all  thefe  kinds  of  linen,  the  manu failure  of  coctod 
has  been  lately  introduced,  and  will  probably  foon  become  a 
very  important  branch  of  buiinefs*  Seven  companies  are  aU 
ready  engaged  in  it.  They  employ  about  400  men,  women  and 
chi liken,  in  fpinning  cotton  into  yarn  for  wool.  They  are  fup- 
pofedto  fpin  annually  135,000  lbs.  of  yarn,  valued  at  20,250 1.; 
Atidj  with  warp,  which  they  buy  from  diftant  cotton  mills, 
mod  of  thefe  companies  have  begun  to  work  up  their  yarn 
into  callicoes,  handkerchiefs,  and  coarfe  waiftcoats.  One 
company  alfo  fpins  yam  for  muflin,  to  the  annual  value  of 
3000  L  An  Engliih  company  from  Lambeth  is  alfo  engage 
cd  in  eftablifbing  an  woollen  manufaAure,  v^here  every  branch 
of  the  bufine£i,  from  the  wool  to  tiie  finifhed  cloth»  is  propofed 
to  be  carried  on.  The  looms  employed  in  all  the  kinds  of 
weaving,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  pariih,  are  from  z8oo  to 

1  he  manufafture  of  coloured  thread  has  been  efiabliflied 
in  Dondee  for  50  or  60  years,  and  was  for  a  confiderablctime 
peculiar  to  it4  This  bufinefs  is  in  the  hands  of  7  different 
companies  or  mailers,  who  ufe  66  twifting  mills,  and  employ 
about  1340  fpinners,  and  370  fervants,  to  make  the  yarn  into 
thread.  The  quantity  annually  made  is  computed  at  269,368  lb* 
and  valued  at  339696 1.  The  fpinners  live  in  diftant  parts  of 
Scotland,  where  labour  is  cheaper  than  in  Dundee. 

Xhe  value  of  leather,  tanned  annually  in  Dundee,  is 
computed  at  14,2001.  About  32  perfons  are  employed  in 
uomng,   who  ufe  jOoaL  worth  of  oak  batki  about  12  as 

Vox.  VllL  £  e  surrierti 
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curriers,  ia  dreffing  part  of  what  is  tanned  for  upper  leathers 
to  {hoes  I  95  in  making  boots  and  ihoes  for  exportation,  and 
200  in  fuppljing  the  confumption  of  the  town.  The  value 
of  boots  and  (hoes  exported  may  be  about  4385  L  As  die 
demand  for  tanned  leather  has,  for  fome  years,  greatly  increaf- 
fed,  confiderable  difficulty  is  found  in  procuring  raw  hides, 
and  the  price  of  oak  bark  is  doubled.  This  bufinefa  is  upon 
the  increafe.  Two  new  enterprifing  and  a£kive  companies 
have  of  late  engaged  in  it,  fo  that  probably  it  will  be  more 
than  doubled. 

Two  companies  are  engaged  in  manufaduring  cordage  of 
all  kinds  for  {hipping,  and  ropes  for  all  the  various  ofes  of 
the  country.  They  employ  about  30  perfons,  and  they  alf^ 
carry  on  the  whole  bu{iner9  of  {hip-chandlers.  Soap  was  fome 
years  ago  manufaftured  to  a  confiderable  amount ;  but  this 
bufinefs  now  declines,  and  laft  year  only  yielded  of  duty  to 
government  the  fum  of  1828  L  19  s.  o^.  It  is  thought 
that  this  bnfinefs  will  not  only  be  abandoned  here,  but  that 
it  will  foon  be  totally  lofl  to  Scotland.  The  fuppofed  caafes 
are  either  regulations  of  excife,  partial  to  England,  or  fo- 
perior  rigour  in  carrying  the  common  regulations  into  execu-  | 
tion.  It  is  poITible,  however,  that  the  real  caufe  may  be 
fooli{h  attempts  to  underfell  their  richer  Englifli  neighbours. 
It  may  here  be  mentioned,  as  an  article  of  curiofity,  that  foap 
making  was  an  art  known  in  Dundee,  as  far  back  as  the 
16th  century. 

Within  thefe  3  or  4  years,  the  manufafturc  of  glafs  has  been 
introduced,  and  the  company  engaged  in  it  have  erefled  two 
glafs-houfes;  one  for  bottles,  and  the  other  for  the  white  kinds 
of  window  glafs.  They  employ  in  the  bulinefs  loo  pcrfons» 
and  lafl  year  it  yielded  to  government  a  duty  of  3046  1.  Ma- 
ny perfons  are  alfo  employed  in  manufaAuring  tobacco  and 
fnuffj  and  one  company  is  engaged  in  a  fugar  houfe,  but  of  its 

Importance 
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imporlfince  to  the  comoiunitj^  no  particular  account  has  been 
obtained. 

Befides  thefe,  and  fome  other  branches  of  manufadure, 
omitted  as  being  yet  in  their  infancy,  (for  example,  caft  iron 
and  fait,}  or  though  long  efiabliibed,fufEciently  accounted  for 
by  the  taxes  they  pay  to  Government^  2  banking  companies 
are  eftabliflied  in  Dundee  ;  and  two  dillant  companies,  one  in 
Edinburgh,  and  one  in  Paiiley,  have  opened  bank  offices.  The 
quantity  of  paper  money,  in  conftant  circulation  from  all  the 
four,  is  eftimated  at  x 60,000 1.  Infurances  againft  fire  are  al- 
fo  made  bj  a  company,  confining  of  50  or  60  perfons,  whofe 
property  is  fuppofed  to  amount  to  half  a  million ;  and  by 
whom,  though  formed  into  a  company  only  a  few  years  a« 
go,  infurances  are  already  made  to  the  value  of  800,000  L 

Revtnue  paid  to  Government, — Some  part  of  the  revenue, 
arifing  from  Dundee  to  Government,  may  be  accurately  or 
nearly  afcertained,  but  a  much  more  confiderable  part  muft 
be  left  to  conjedure. 

Of  the  firft  kind  are  the  duties  of  excife  for  the  year, 
ending  with  the  5th  of  July  1792)  and  communicated  in 
the  mod  obliging  manner,  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  fupervifor ;  and 
they  are  accompanied  with  a  comparative  (late  of  the  excife 
duties  in  xyji* 


In  tiStf 

In  1791. 

L.    a.    d. 

L.    i.    d. 

Malt, 

Six  13     li 

: 

•        1436    7  "1 

Ale  and  beer,    - 

l«4  15    34 

• 

1690    %    1 

C*an41ffy,        " 

z6o    4    1 

• 

6%%    %  loi 

Hide*, 

a83  II     8J 

- 

Z017    I    ft 

3oap, 

none 

- 

z8a8  19    o{ 

Glal<. 

none 

. 

3406    0    si 

Bricks, 

none 

- 

14  17    6 

Total,  L.  a470    4    3    Carried  over,  —  L.  10,015  xi     o  J 

CttHem* 
£e  a 


949  X9 

0 

511    ft 

• 

280  xS 

6 

490»  x« 

9 

x6oo    0 

0 
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Brought  over,    —    L.  10/315  I'    • 

Cuftomhoufe  duties  for  the  yeir  ending  January  i. 
1791,  and  communicated  with  like  readinefs,  hj 
Mr.  Hunter  clerk  y>f  the  cnftnms,  -  -  634x17x1 

Land-tax,  an'd  other  taxes  in  the  country  part  of  the 

pariJh,  levied  by  the  country  coUedor,        -        -  34X     S     I 

Town-cefs,  and  other  taxes  within  the  royalty,  levied 
by  the  town's  coUeSors         .        -        - 

£xcifc  licences  of  all  the  various  kinds  about. 

Ale  licences,  about,         •         •  ... 

Duties  on  7S,447  lb.  of  fnufl*  and  manufadured  to- 
bacco, paid  at  the  places  of  original  imporution, 

Produce  of  the  poll  office  in  X79X,  about. 

Of  the  fecond  kind,  are  the  duties  on  fait,  allowing  4 

bufhels  yearly  to  5  perfons,  -  -  690    o    • 

Duties  on  S%i\  tons  of  fugar,  of  which  7  aoths  are 
fuppofed  to  beunmanufWdured,8  loths  refined,  and 
5  ocths  ground  or  powdered,  and  reckoned  equiva- 
lent in  taxation  to  6  2X  tons,  *  -  9315    o    • 

Duties  on  47743  lb.  of  tea,  eftimated  at,         n        -  895     %    6 

puties  on  (lamped  paper  not  Icfs  th^in,  •        •  xooo    o    o 

£xcifc  duties  on  wines  and  fpiriti  imported  immedi- 
ately from  foreign  parts,  -  -        -  1030  x6    6f 

Ditto  on  ditto,  from  other  paru  in  the  kingdom,  ac- 
cording CO  a  mean  of  three  eftimations.  r  5970    o    • 

putiit  00  innumerable  other  articles,  manufadured 
foap,  groceries,  drugs,  (larch,  indigo,  cambric,  muf^ 
lin,  (ilk,  paper,  neirfpapcrs,  perfumery,  malt-b'qoor, 
hops,  &c.  &C'  &c*,  imported  •  -  Xft,ooo    o    • 

So  that  the  revenue  arifing  to  government, 
from  the  trade  and  confumption  of  Dundee,  can-  ■. 

not  be  /ellimated  at  lefs  than,         «  ^  L.  56,845  X4     3I . 

In  the  laft  article  the  valusition  is  by  no  means  too  high,  for 
the  duty  on  foap^alone  will  make  up  the  grcatcft  part  of  it;  and 
the  quantity  made  in  Dundee  does  not  fupply  one  fourth  of  the 
demands  of  this  fing]e  p^rifli;  fo  that  it  is  not  improbable,  that 
a  more  juft  eftimation  wouid  bring  out  a  revenue  greater  than 
iSo,cpol,  Several  of  thefe  fums  are  not,  indeed,  diredlypaidin 
Dundee,  but  they  are  equally  real  taxes  upon  its  traders  and  in- 
habitants 
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habitants.  With  refpe£t  to  thofe  on  ale  and  malt,  it  ought 
not  to  pafs  unobferv^dy  that  thej  have  for  a  long  time  gradu- 
ally decreafed»  and  do  not  now  yield  a  fum  equal  to  its  produce 
in  1745*  when  the  parilh  did  not  contain  above  6ooo  people. 
In  that  year  the  town's  grant,  of  two  pennies  on  the  pint  of  ale, 
is  faid  to  have  yielded  300 1.  In  1757  it  gave  423 1.  9  s.  and 
its  produce  in  1791  was  no  more  than  326 1.  6s.;  this  dif- 
ference is  fuppofed  to  arife,  in  a  great  meafure,  from  the  va- 
rious taxes ;  by  which  the  malt  liquor  here  has  been  fo  much 
debafed,  that  it  ceafes  to  be  the  drink  ufed  in  focial  meetings, 
or  for  refrefhment  from  the  fatigues  of  labour;  and  the  people, 
deprived  of  their  ancient,  ezhilerating,  and  wholefome  beve- 
rage, have  recourfe  to  intoxicating  and  enervating  fpirituous 
liquors.  The  increafed  ufe  of  thefe  is  certainly  a  mod  alarm- 
ing circumftance.  They  are  fold  in  no  lefs  than  179  licenfed 
houfes;  and  the  number  of  non-licenfed  ones,  where  they  may 
be  procured,  is  believed  to  be  very  great ;  whereas  formerly 
the  town  was  fufficiently,  and  perhaps,  too  well  fupplied  by 
five  or  fix. 

Shippings  Exports^  Imports^  i3c, — On  the  5  th  of  January 
179^,  there  were  116  veflels,  belonging  to  the  port,  navigated 
by  698  men,  and  meafuring  8550}  tons.  Of  thefe,  34  were 
employed  in  the  foreign,  and  78  in  the  coafting  trade,  and  4 
in  the  whale  fifliery.  By  Mr.  Hunter,  clerk  of  the  €ufioms,the 
author  of  this  account  has  been  favoured  with  the  following 
comparative  flate  of  fome  of  the  principal  articles  of  trade, 
in  the  years  1745  and  179X« 

Toul  tonoage  cleared  outwards  to  foreigo  paru 


In  1745. 

In  X79X. 

500  tons. 

1,279  tons. 

»ttto  ck«nd  inwards  from  ditto, 

X280  do. 

XOjio  do. 

Inwards  cosfl-wife, 

DO  account. 

40i9»Sdo. 

Oofwards,  ditto, 

3000  do. 

*      d«,055  do. 

Goods 

%22  Statiftical  jtccount 


In  X745. 

In  179I. 

Goods  imported.  Flax  Trom  Ruflia, 

none 

^  -    ft34S  toos 

Ditto  from  Hollind. 

74  torn 

.        yado. 

Hcnipy        •        •        • 

none 

-    399  do. 

Tow  or  codllUo, 

none 

si4do. 

Clover  feed. 

zoo  lb. 

-          iiideu 

Ltntfeed, 

Z406  hhds. 

XO36  hhdi. 

Fir  timber,              •            • 

98  loads 

X706  loads. 

Firbalks, 

100 

6300 

Deals,        -           -            • 

lOjJOO 

X3,xoo 

Swcdilh  iron. 

50  toot 

45  tons 

Coods brought coaCt-wife.  Cottonwool, 

none 

35  do. 

Tea  from  JLondon, 

none     • 

47,743  ^^ 

Porter,  ^      - 

none 

1080  hhdi. 

Coals  from  the  Forth, 

no  account 

%%fi%t  tons 

Sugar,  in  X745,  no  account 

but  in  1756, 

6a  toni 

siz\^ 

Goods  fcnt  coaft-wife.    Linen,  brown 

and  white, 

z,0O0poo  yards. 

-    7,84»iOOO  yards 

Thread,  white  and  coloured. 

14^44  IHi. 

I30.75»  W>s. 

SaiUlotb, 

nont 

a8o,ooo  yards 

Cotton  bagging,        -        - 

nMie 

tsfioo  yards 

Barley  or  b(g. 

3393  q«n- 

a3,9i7  V^ 

Wheat, 

350  do. 

-     3097  do. 

To  thcfc  evidences  of  the  thriYing  ftate  of  Dandee,  and  in- 
deed of  the  whole  neighbouring  country,  a  variety  of  others 
might  be  added.  In  1772,  no  more  tlian  5  or  6  houfes  ivere 
to  be  feen  between  the  weft  end  of  the  royalty  and  Blacknefs ; 
now  upwards  of  100  acres  have  been  feued  out,  in  the  fame 
diftrid  for  building  on,  and  upwards  of  4000  people  fettled 
in  it.  About  1770,  the  feu  duty,  even  for  the  lands  ncareft 
the  town,  did  not  exceed  3  L  or  3 1.  10  s,  the  acre,  and  this 
was  fuppofed  to  be  an  advantageous  price ;  now  lots  of  10  or 
13  acres,  of  a  much  greater  diftance,  are  feued  by  Mr  Hun- 
ter of  Blacknefs,  at  10 1,  and  fubfeued  at  14 1.  the  acre. 
Among  the  lateft  f(us  near  the  town,  may  be  mentioned  abont 
4  acres   of  land,  chiefly  under  the  management  of  the.Kifk- 

fcffoi. 
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feflion.  Thcfc,  altogether,  for  manj  years  paft,  were  rented 
at  3L  Laft  year  they  were  feued  at  40 1.  the  acre.  In  like 
manner  in  17541  when  there  were  only  two  churches  on  the 
cftabliOiment  for  public  worfhip,  the  feat  rents  of  that  por* 
tion  of  them,  which  was  the  Town's,  properly  amounted  to  no 
more  than  21 1.  4  s.  7  d.  Now,  when  there  are  7  eftabliflied 
churches  and  chapels,  the  feat  rents  of  the  fame  portion 
amount  to  1 7  5  U 

Beiides  the  general  advantages  derived  from  the  conOitu- 
tion  of  the  Britiih  government,  and  the  liberty  and  fecurity 
its  fubjefts  enjoy,  in  all  their  lawful  occupations,  the  particu- 
lar caufe  of  the  increafe  and  profperity  of  Dundee  is,  un- 
doubtedly, the  bounty  allowed  by  Parliament  on  all  manufac- . 
tured  linens.  By  this  the  Induftry  of  the  inhabitants  was  (iril 
fet  in  motion,  and  encouraged  ;  and  their  confequent  profpe- 
rity, if  it  be  not  an  evidence  in  favour  of  bounties  in  gene- 
ral, is,  at  leaft,  a  decifive  one,  that,  in  fome  cafes,  they  are 
vrife  and  judicious,  and  may  be  produdive  of  the  greateft  be- 
nefit. Whether  the  linen  manufacture  could  now  be  f up- 
ported  without  the  bounty,  or  whether  the  fpirit  of  indudry, 
which  is  now  awakened,  could  be  eafily  ai)d  profitably  di« 
verted  into  other  channels,  is  a  queftion  on  which  it  would 
be  prefumptuous  in  any  private  perfon  to  pronounce,  and» 
perhaps,  any  experiment  on  the  fubjeft  might  be  dangerous. 

Prices  of  Provifionsy  Labour^  y^.— The  average  prices  of 
beef  through  the  year,  and  without  di(lin£tion  of  particular 
prices,  is  4  s.  6  d.  the  ftone,  and  this  is  alfo  the  general  price 
of  pork.  Mutton,  through  the  year,  fells  at  from  4d.  to  5  d. 
the  pound,  and  veal  from  3d.  to  6d.  the  weight  is  Dutch, 
coofifting  of  17  oz.  4  dr.  per  pound.  Hens  have  rifen  to  i  $d. 
each ;  chickens  to  4  d.  and  6  d.  each  ;  ducks  to  i  s. ;  geefe 
fell  from  as.  6  d.  to  3  s.  each ;  turkics  from  5s.  to  8 s. ; 
pigeons  at  4  d.  the  pair*     The  wages  of  a  maid-fervant  are 

from 
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from  3I.  to  4L  yearlji  and  of  a  labouring  man-ferrant  from 
7K  to  10  L     Mafon's  dailj  wages  are  from  is.  8d.  to  2s*;  * 
thofe  of  houfe  carpenters  from  i  s.  5  d.  to  i  s.  6  d.  and  of  day 
labourers  i  s.  at  an  average  through  the  year. 

Confixtution^  Privileges^  He, — The  privileges  of  the  town  of 
Dundee,  as  a  free  and  royal  borough,  are  very  ancient.  A 
charter  by  King  Robert  Bruce,  dated  March  I4th9  in  the  2  2d 
year  of  his  reign,  and  proceeding  upon  a  recognition  of  its 
privileges  by  a  jury,  mentions  its  being  pofTtfTed  of  them  in 
the  time  of  his  predecefTor,  William,  who  began  to  reign  in 
1165  ;  and  that  they  were  as  ample  as  thofe  enjoyed  by  the 
town  of  Berwick,  or  by  any  borough  in  Scotland.  This  char- 
ter, the  recognition  on  which  it  proceeds,  with  the  defigna- 
tions  of  the  jury,  and  the  commiffion  to  Bernard,  Abbot  of 
Arbroath,  and  Mr.  Alex.  Frafer,  Chancellor  of  Scotland,  to 
preiide  as  King's  Lieutenants  at  the  trial,  whether  now  in  ex* 
iftence  or  not,  were  in  the  pofieflion  of  the  Council  not  above 
50  years  ago ;  and  the  writer  of  this  article  has  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  fee  copies  of  them,  with  tranflations  from  the  Latin, 
jnade  by  Mr.  George  Bruce,  then  redor  of  the  grammar 
fchool.  Thefe  rights  appear  alfo  to  have  been  confirmed  and 
enlarged  by  many  fucceeding  princes ;  particularlyi  by  David 
Bruce,  James  IL  James  IV.  Queen  Mary,  James  VL  and 
Charles  L  So  uncommon  are  feme  of  thefe,  that  by  an  edlA 
of  David  Bruce,  the  villages  of  Coupar  in  Angus,  Keftins, 
Kirriemuir,  and  Alyth,  are  prohibited  from  holding  markets^ 
and  all  pcrfons  difcharged,  under  the  higheft  penalties,  from 
attending  them,  as  being  within  the  liberties  of  Dundee.  Be- 
iides  a  confirmation  of  rights.  Queen  Mary's  charter  conveys 
to  the  town  all  the  poflei&ons  of  the  Dominican  friars,  Mi- 
norites, Francifcans,  and  Gray  Sifters,  St.  Clement's  church, 
and  its  chaplainries  ;  with  all  their  revenues  and  lands,  among 
which  were  a  third  part  of  the  lands  of  Ciaigie  ;  and,  in  par- 

3  ticular 
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ticttlar,  the  place  and  yards  belonging  to  the  Grey  Cordelier 
friars,  for  this  fpecial  reafen,  **  that  the  former  barjing  groanl 
"  in  St.  Clements  church-yard  was  in  the  middyifi  of  the  towtif 
**  and  by  bury  iagin  it,  pat  and  other  contagious fickiteb  might 
♦•  be  ingmerii,  and  made  to  pitfevetr.^^  AU  thefe  former  grants 
are  alfo  mentioned  at  length,  and  cotiSrmed  with  additions,  by 
the  charter  of  James  VL  dated  at  Holyroodhoufe,  January 
i6.  1 701,  and  finally  confirmed  by  ChaHes  L  His  charter  is 
called  thi  great  tbart^r^  and  bears,  that  all  its  articles  were  ra« 
tified  in  Parliament^  Sept.  14.  1641. 

Ample,  however,  as  thefe  privileges  Wer£,  they  appear  to 
haveiieen  continually  difputed  by  the  Scrymfeours  of  Dud- 
hope,  who,  fo#  fignal  fervices  done  under  the  illufirious 
Wallace,  had  been  by  him  created  Gonilables  of  the  caftle» 
and  continued  to  enjoy  that  hereditary  dignity.  Tlie  bounds 
between  the  powers  of  the  Conftable,  and  the  privileges  of 
the  citizens,  feem  never  to  hate  been  accurately  determined^ 
And  confequendy  have  become  the  fabjefts  of  frequent  con« 
troTerfy,  and  ocicafions  of  dangerous  riot.  The  Conftable's 
powers  etp^iaUy  appear,  to  have  excited  the  greateil  jealou« 
fi«s,  when,  as  often  happened,  they  were  united  to  any  of  the 
offices  of  the  magiftracy.  About  the  year  x6c^,  Sit  James 
iScrymfeoor  having  made  an  attempt  to  render  himfelf  perpe- 
tual Pftsvoft,  to  change  the  eledion  df  the  council  into  a  mere 
nomination,  and  to  lubjeA  all  caufies,  civil  and  criminal,  to 
ilia  own  authority,  the  greateft  commotions  were  excited,  and 
the  peace  of  the  town  was  for  many  years  difturbed.  The  citi- 
zens, however,  under  the  direftion  chiefly  of  the  Fletcher  fii- 
milyy  at  laft  prevailed  }  and  the  Scrymfeours  loft  all  their  in- 
fluence in  the  council,  and  Appear  to  have  been  expelled.  Re- 
£entnient  for  this  affront  feems  to  have  increafed  the  ufaal  a- 
iiijno6ty,  and  it  arofe,  at  one  time,  to  fuch  extravagance,  that 
the  conftable  obtained  a  writ  of  LawtAurro^i  againft  the  conn- 
Vol.  Vn*  t  i  laiors. 
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fiellors,  and  probably  the  whole  commuQitj ;  nor  were  th^ 
difcharged  from  its  operation*  till  John  Fothrtiigham  of  PoW 
rie  became  fecurity  for  them  to  the  value  of  20,000  merksir 
It  was  not  till  October  11.  1643,  ^^^  ^^^Te  differencet  were 
fettled,  by  an  agreement,  nndef  the  diredion  of  Sir  George 
Halyburton  of  Fotherance,  and  Sir  John  Leflie  of  Newton^ 
Lords  of  SeiBon.  Even  after  this  .  agreement,  many  of  ibe 
acknowledged  powers  of  the  Conftable  were  grievous  and  bn* 
iniliating  to  the  inhabitants ;  and  thefe  powers  were  never  fi" 
nallr  abolt(hed,  till  the  general  abolition  of  all  hereditary  ju-* 
rifdiftions. 

1  he  conftitution  of  government  eftabliflied  in  Dundee,  or 
tvhat  is  called  the  Stt  of  the  Borimgb^  though  apparently  re« 
publican,  is  a  fpccies  of  oligarchy,  not  materially  differing 
from  thofe  eftablifiied,  in  general,  over  all  the  towns  in  Scot* 
land.  The  Town  Council  is  compofed  of  ao  perfons,  inclod^ 
ing  the  magiftrates,  confiding  of  a  provoft,  and  four  bailies. 
The  annual  elcftlon  of  thefe  magiftrates  and  alfo  of  the  dean 
of  guild,  and  treafurer,  is  on  the  Thurfday  imjnediatety  pre- 
vious to  Michaelmas.  But  the  council  for  the  enfuing  year 
is  chiefly  chofen  on  the  preceding  Tuefday,  and  all  the  mea- 
fures  fixed,  which  are  generally  decifive  in  the  eleftion  of  the 
officers  juft  now  mentioned.  The  whole  30  coonfellors  af*» 
femlle  on  that  day,  and  chufe  8  new  counfellors,  of  whom  5 
muft  be  taken  trom  the  Gruildry,  or  body  of  free  merchants, 
and  3  from  any  feparate  three  of  the  incorporated  trades.  No 
more  new  counfellors  than  8  are  neceffiiry,  becaufe  the  4 
bailies  muft  be  members  of  the  new  council  ex  officio.  With 
the  addition  of  thefe  8  new  members,  they  proceed  to  make 
up  UetSf  or  lifts,  for  the  ofiices  of  provoft,  bailies,  dean  of 
guild,  and  treafurer.  The  leet  for  the  provoft  is  limited  to 
people,  who,  at  any  time  formerly^  have  been  bailies ;  the 
leet  for  bailies  to  former  counfellors ;  that  for  the  Dean 
of  Guild  to  prefent  bailies  i  and  the  Uei  for  the  trea- 
furer 
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lurer  is  alone  unlimited.  When  two  perfens  have  thus 
Veen  leeted^  for  everj  one  of  thefe  feven  offices^  the  pow« 
ers  of  two  particular  old  counfellors«  as  to  anj  farther 
ihare  in  the  eledion  expire*  and  the  number  of  old  and  new 
eouofellors  is  reduced  to  26.  The  Ucts  are  then  tranfmitted 
to  the  convener  of  the  9  incorporated  trades,  to  be  bj  him 
laid  before  his  deacons  and  their  conftituents.  On  theXhurf* 
day  thefe  9  deacons  aflemble  in  the  towu-hall,  along  with  the 
a6  old  and  new  coanfellors,  and  proceed  to  eleft  from  the 
leets,  by  a  majority  of  votes«  the  5  magift rates,  the  dean  of 
guild,  and  the  treafurer.  Thus,  including  the  three  remain- 
ing  bailies,  who  continue  in  the  council  without  ele£tion,  a 
body  of  t8  new  counfellors  is  formed  for  the  enfuing  year,  and 
all  the  former  offices  expire.  On  the  Tuefday  following, 
thefe  18  chufe  the  remaining  two. 

From  this  account  it  muil  be  evident,  that  the  fonuation 
of  the  new  council  is  almoft  entirely  in  the  power  of  their 
predecefibrs,  and  that  a  fociety,  thus  conftituted^  is  but  in  a 
very  fmall  degree  dependent  upon  the  community,  whofe  in- 
tertfts  are  entrufted  to  their  management  No  appeal  what- 
ever is  made  to  the  Guildry,  or  great  body  of  merchants,  who 
may  be  confidered  as  the  arifiocracy  of  the  place  ;  and  the  on« 
ly  controul  the  council  can  receive,  in  the  ele&ion  of  their 
fuceeffors,  is  from  the  deacons  of  the  incorporated  trades,  who 
may  be  codfidered  as  the  reprelentatives  of  the  pegpU.  Pn* 
lefs,  however,  a  confiderable  diviiioo,  which  feldom  happens, 
ihonld  take  place  among  the  counfellors,  and  at  the  &roc  time 
the  deacons  remain  united,  this  controul  muH  be  of  very  lit* 
tie  confequence.  Without,  therefore,  a  greater  degree  both 
of  intelligenee  and  public  fpirit,  ths^n  falls  to  the  common  lot 
of  humanity,  fuch  a  fociety  muft  be  under  ftrong  infiuce- 
ments  to  confider  itfelf  as  a  fraternity  diitinfi  from  .the  com* 
munity  ;  and  having  different  iotcreilsy  it  will  certainly  be 
filipcfted  of  entertaining  fuch  periuafions,  and  its  condu£t,  e-* 
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fpecially  when  uncontron1ahl€«  as  «t  prereat,  bj  maf  &periof 
tribunal,  ^  ill  always  be  viewed  with  je^lonfy,  and  is  ifl  daih 
ger  of  becoming,  in  (broe  degree,  arbitrarjand  interefted. 

It  wcmM,  however,  be  nnjutl  not  to  acknowledge  to  the  ho- 
Bour  of  the  magtftrates  and  couneil  of  Dundee,  that,  in  many 
inftances,  thej  have  e^rted  themfelyes  with  landaUe  zeal 
»nd  fuccefs,  in  promoting  the  public  good.  The  buildiflg 
and  endowing  new  churches,  the  paving  and  lighting  ftreets, 
the  opening  new  ones,  efpecially  a  new  paffage  to  the  fliorei 
the  building,  new  piers,  and  the  general  improvement  of  the 
harbour,  are  works  which  they  have  executed  within  thefe 
|o  or  11  years,  and  which  are  both  of  great  importance,  and 
tntitle  them  to  no  fmall  fhare  of  praife.  Many  equally  im* 
portant,  no  doubt,  yet  remain  to  be  done,  and  fome  may  have 
been  negleded  }  but  to  thefe,  it  b  to  be  hoped,  according  as 
<heir  revenues  m%j  enable  them,  they  will  not  fail  to  turn 
Hieir  attention* 

The  revenues  of  the  town,  not  appropriated  to  particulat 
pnrpofes,  may  amount  annually  to  aaoo  1.  If  to  thefe  we 
sdd  the  revenues  of  the  Girildry,  amounting  to  80 1.  $  of  the 
hofpitid  for  decayed  burghers,  amounting  to  300 1. ;  the  fund 
arifing  from  fome  lands,  but  chiefly  from  feat  rents,  for  build* 
ing  and  repairing  the  ehufches,  computed  at  5  881. ;  the  inte* 
reft  of  money  mortified  fpr  burfaries  and  fimilar  purpofies,  a« 
mounting  (o  60 1. ;  and  if  we  alfo  include  400 1.  levied  from 
poor's  rates  ;  the  members  ot  council  will  be  found  to  have 
under  their  manp gement  an  annual  fum  not  mu^h  (hort  of 
4000 1. 

While  there  was  a  Parliament  in  S^tland,  Dundee  vras  re* 
prefented  in  it  by  one  member  or  commiffioner.  It  is  now 
enly  one  of  j  boroughs,  whe,  all  together,  fend  but  one  mem" 
^r  to  the  Britilh  Parliament;  the  ther  four  are  Perth,  For- 
far, St.  Andrews,  and  Coopa^  in  Fife*    Every  one  of  ^^e 
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woneJU  ia  their  boioaghs  chafes  a  dtUgati^  and  the  5  del*. 
8»t«»  tlea  their  reprefentaUTe. 

^tkfiajict^  State,  Wr.— It  is  impo^ble  to  afcertain,  with 

**«»»<!y.  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate  of  the  pariflj,  previous  to  th« 

Kfotmation.    The  number  of  religions  bonfes  was  certuol/ 

P*«er,  than  has  appeared  in  any  publiihed  accounts  oif  ecclb. 

™ftical  antiqaides  j  bnt  the  ancient  writings  being  in  general 

*  and  the  buildings  converted  into  private  proptrtj,  and 

vanooOy  dcmoliOicd  aqd  rebuilt,  they  are  now  incapable  of 

^">g  traced.    It  i»  probable,  that  the  church  dedicated  to  St, 

CUm^t,  converted  into  a  TVAoo**,  or  town-houfc  at  tb9 

«onnatioo,  and  fituated  where  the  prefent  town-houfe  aands, 

*a  been  the  pariOi  church  j  and  certainly,  the  area  behind 

It,  now  ufed  for  a  meal«market,  and  the  lanes,  by  which  it  it 

•"rounded,  compofed  the  common  burying  ground.    Bat, 

nee  the  reformation,  the  great  one  built  by  David  Earl  of 

untingdon,  (which,  when  entire,  was  one  of  the  largeft  and 

ffloft  magnificient  in  the  kingdom.)  has  been  theparilh  church. 

w&r^**  *^«of  «erocifii,  with  a  very  noble  (quare  tower, 

tr    **Tfc*  **  ****  *'*  *"^'  *"*"8''  *'•''''''  ""  *•»«  g'e**  en* 
•y-     The  height  of  the  tower,  which  is  aiU  entire,  is  156 

TheV*  l^^  *"•>•»  t*^  waUs,  »7  feet,  and  without  40. 

l.rad,r*       °^*'  "■"*  '""  ***»  *^   '«»  *'*'«''t  63.  its 

1«Z  J°'  *"    *'  '"'^^*'  ^  ^^  ®^  '*»  »""  30-     Th« 

»9.andtl 'k'  ^fr  "  '^  ^"*'  '"  •^•«^*  ^^'  "»'>'««»* 
crir       **•*'««*''»  of  «»«b  of  «»  ailes  14^   The  length  of  th« 

^  ir:«:^r  'n^-^*  ^"^•^  *"*  -^  -^^  ^'  "^  ^«^ 

<>earoT.d  K.  T^.        According  to  tradition,  this  chureh  was 

^y^  «.  Edwart  VPs  time,  by  the  Englilh,  then  in  ^C 
wwfccond  tane,  appear  to  have  been  accomplilhed  by 
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fire.  The  crofs  part  of  the  building,  lay  uncovered  till  1588, 
ivhen  it  was  again  fitted  up  for  u^e.  by  means  of  general  tax^ 
•tions  laid  on  the  inhabitants,  by  rhe  authority  oi  the  town 
eonnctl,  and  by  voluntary  contributions.  One  of  the  princi- 
pal contributors  was  captain  Henry  Lyell  of  Blacknefs*  who, 
ki  an  infcription,  (on  which  are  his  arms,  the  fame  with  thofe 
ef  Lovdl,)  aflumes  the  merit  of  the  whole. 

At  the  reformation,  only  two  minifters  feem  to  have  been 
cfttbli(hed  in  the  parifb,  one  called  the  Parfon,  and  the  other 
the  Viear.  The  Sorymfeours  of  Dudhope,  conftables  of  the 
caftle,  were  patrons  of  the  firft  charge,  and  the  patronage  of 
the  Iftll  belonged  to  the  community.  As  the  care  of  the  psH 
lifii  was  too  laborious  for  two  minifter^,  Mr.  James  Robert* 
fon  the  vicar,  on  obtaining  in  z6o8,  a  fixed  iHpend  of  &09 
nerks,  refigned  to  the  patrons  his  vicarage  ;  and,  about  1609, 
they  appointed  in  his  room  an  additional  minifier,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Wedderburn,  who,  in  16x3,  received  alfo  a  fixed  (Itpend, 
equal  to  that  or  Mr.  Robertfon,  and  gave  up  to  the  council 
the  more  cafual  and  infuScient  produce  of  the  vicarage. 
Though  thefe  tranfadions  do  not  appear  to  have  been  autho- 
liOed,  by  any  decree  of  the  Lords  of  Eredions,  and  no  confent 
appears  to  have  been  either  aiked  or  obtained  from  the  pa- 
tron of  the  firft  charge,  the  patronage  of  both  the  others  was 
confidered  as  the  undoubted  property  of  the  community.  The 
parifli  was  thus  fupplied  with  three  minifters,  one  drawing 
his  living  from  the  parfonage  teinds,  and  the  other  two  from 
the  various  funds  within  the  borough  ;  and  they  have  always 
officiated  as  colleagues  in  the  two  places  of  woribip,  the  choir 
and  the  fouth  part  of  the  crofs  buildiqg  in  the  ancient  church. 
As  the  inhabitants  were  found  too  numerous  for  being  ac- 
comodated in  two  churches,  the  magiftrates,  in  the  year  17591 
fitted  up  the  north  part  of  the  crofs  building  aa  a  phapei  of 
eafe;  and  the  town  continuing  to  increale,  they  built,  in 
97%>  ft  \zxgft  and  bandfome  new  church,  on  the  fitnatioa  of 
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the  ancient  nave  ;  and^  bj  a  decree  of  the  Lords  of  Seffion# 
both  were  ereded  into  churches  on  the  cftablifhmenty  for 
two  additional  flipendiarj  mioiIlers«  who  officiate  as  coU 
leagues  in  both  hj  turns.  As  the  town-council  had,  after  the 
revolution,  acquired  the  patronage  of  the  firft  charge  by  piur- 
chafe,  they  are  now  confidered  as  undoubted  patrons  of  all 
the  five. 

The  flipends  of  the  two  flipendiary  minifters,  on  the  old 
eflabUihment,  are  each  140  L  The  firft  minifter's  (lipead, 
including  his  glebe,  and  an  old  allowance  for  houfe  rent» 
exceeds  thofe  of  his  colleagues  a  few  pounds.  No  part  o£ 
it  afiefts  the  teinds  of  the  pariih,  except  one  chalder  of  mea]« 
and  another  of  badey,  and  66 1.  23  s.  4  d.  in  money.  With 
refpefi:  to  ail  the  three,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  ao  1.  of  each 
ftipend  is  an  addition  made  by  the  council,  only  three  yeara 
ago,  upon  account  of  tlie  increafed  expence  of  living,  andcon* 
tinues  no  longer  than  the  lives  of  each  incumbent.  The  fsu 
laries  of  the  two  ftipendiary  minifier$,  .on  the  new  eflahlifh^ 
menty  are  no  greater  than  iioL  each. 

Befides  thefe  5  eflabliihed  minifters,  two  others,  ordainod 
and  in  the  communion  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  officiate  in 
two  Chapels  of  £afe.  One  ot  thefe  chapels  was  built  in  1 772^ 
by  the  joint  exertions  of  the  Kirk-Seillon,  and  the  9  incorporate^ 
ed  and  united  trades,  chiefly  by  means  of  donations  and  chari« 
table  contributions,  and  continue^  under  the  management  of 
thefe  focieties.  It  is  as  large  almoft  as  any  of  the  othei 
diurdies,  and  its  miaider  receives  a  falary  of  looU  Th^ 
other  was  built  in  1789,  by  a  feparate  congregation  of  the 
itriSi^  perfttaiion,  now,  on  their  own  application,  received^ 
along  with  their  miqiiter,  into  the  church.  He  receives  a 
fiipetid  .of  90 1.  and  the  chapel  may  contaiii  800  or  900  peo* 
pie.  A  third  chapel  alfo,  .under  the  diredion  of  the  churcl^ 
of  Scotland,  belongs  to  a  congregation  of  Highlanders,  whp 
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Ii«te  \txt\j  emigrated  from  their  native  countrj.  Their  ders 
gyman  officiates  in  the  Gaelic  language,  is  yet  uaordaincdi 
Mid  they  have  not  been  able  to  afford  bhn  any  higher  Iklary 
than  30  i.  All  thefe  churches  and  chapels  are  oonfidfcred  tA 
in  one  and  the  fame  parifh,  and  all  their  minifters  and  efalen 
eompofe  only  one  Kirk»'>eiEon. 

The  diffenting  congregations^  With  the  nambers  of  petfeoii 
belonging  only  to  this  parifli,  of  which  they  are  b  part  com' 
pofed,  including  their  children  and  all  ocafional  atfieodanti 
from  the  pariih,  according  to  the  accounts  by  their  own  mi* 
siifters  or  principal  managers,  are  as  follows,  t.  One  meet- 
ing, of  the  Scotii/b  Epi/cofal  form,  confifta  of  a  clergy  man^  and 
j[7o  perfonsi  The  clergyman  is  titular  Bi/6of  of  olie  of  the 
difirids  into  which  the  people  of  his  perCiiafioa  are  diAribot^ 
ed,  2.  One  Independent  meeting,  of  the  fed  denominated 
GhJ/ties^  from  the  late  Mv^.  Gtaft^  has  feveral  paftors  or 
preachers,  and  it66  perfons.  The  preachers  are  diftlnguilhA 
ed  in  the  congregation  by  the  names  of  Bijbof  and  EUers. 
3.  One  meeting  of  the  EngUJh  Efifcopal  farm,  confifts  of  oac 
clergyman  and  410  perfons.  4.  One  meeting  of  St^tders^  o{ 
the  Burgher  formf  has  one  clergyman,  and  984  perfons.  5* 
One  of  the  Antibnrgher  fed  has  one  clergyman,  and  6  jo  per- 
fons. Befides  thefe,  there  are  alfo  other  feparate  fociecies,  of 
Raman  Catbolke^  Anahapti/ii^  Bereani^  torn  faidtd  be  Iplit  in- 
to three  feds,  Method^,  Unitariam^  and  IndependetUt  of  ano- 
ther form.  The  attendants  of  all  thefe  together,  cannot  exceed 
400,  fo  that  the  whole  number  of  dtfienters,  including  diil* 
dren,  in  this  parifh,  amounts  to  3784*  The  principal  Inde- 
pendent congregation  affords  n  decifive  proof  of  the  impor- 
tance of  early  marriages  to  population.  It  was  formed  by 
Mr.  Glafs,  about  the  year  1731,  and  at  that  time  confified 
of  no  more  than  71  members,  men  and  women*  It  has  now 
collefied  xz6o,  and  the  ineseafe  is  much  more  the  effeft  of  an 
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tttdifpenfiile  hw  of  the  fecietj,  enjoining  mrfy  marruiges,  than 
of  any  new  accei&ons  of  prpfelytes.  Befides  the  importance 
of  the  hiw  to  popalation*  it  appears,  from  this  experiment 
that  it  is  alfo  of  the  utmoft  confeqaenee  to  prevent  lieoationf- 
aefis  and  to  promote  early  ihduflry.  The  ufual  objeftiona  of 
its  tendency  to  produce  a  debilitated  race,  and  to  increafe  the 
naaber  ^f  the  poor,  appear  to  be  in  a  great  meafure  firivo- 
loos ;  for,  in  confequence  of  the  regulations  of  the  foeiety^ 
very  few  of  their  poor  have  hitherto  been  burdenfome  to 
others,  and  their  young  people  do  not  feem  to  be  inferior  is 
Jbealth  or  vigoar,  to  the  ordinary  natives  of  the  town* 

Charitable  Funds  ani  Z)^rfitf/iW.-— The  funds,  and  annual 
diftributions  of  charity  in  Dundee,  are  very  confiderable^  and 
merit  a  more  complete  detail,  than  the  writer  of  this  article 
ia  enabled  to  give.  Thofe  committed  to  the  management  of 
the  Kirki-Sei&on  are  the  principal  funds  |  andt  ^P^  ^he  year 
S791,  were  as  follows: 

Sotcfcft  ^  noocy  moitified,  sira  fcsfei  in  nod  ic^uired  wf 

fttdnDOBTf,                •           •           •           *           -X^95  46} 

jym  allowed  by  law,  or  coftom  for  marriages,              •  55  X  J  o 

Fioct  alfo  allowed  by  law  from  delinquenu,             •            -  I  15  O   . 

S^of  tbeefiedi  of  penfioners  after  their  deathly           -  35  8.  3 
^oIlt^itmBU  the  doan  of  the  4  chorchet^  and  the  Chapel 

«CSaleintheCowgat«,        •           •           •           .  X«.640  13  8} 


lo  aO, •*  L.  8a8  14    6| 

i  tbiafemi  the  diftribntioiis  and  oth^er  eKpendittof  were 

'asfbUowa: 
7*0  a43  ibted  pcnfioocri,  of  whom  196  were  enrolled  for 

ltie«  •  -  p  -  *      .     -  I'«5ft    o    • 

jm  occ^fionalflbaritica  through  the  year,  and  to  the  fiune  pea-  , 
^tonen  on  three  emraordinary  occafiont»  to  wtt,  after  the 
cogniDViiiona  in  the  fpring  and  sutanui,  and  at  the  begin-  > 
^Jog  of  the  year, 175  13    y 

Carrisd  otCTi       L.  706  l^    } 

Vox-  vni.  Q  g 
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>  Brovght  over.       L.  706  13   7 

For  nuHiiig  orphins,  and  children  dcTerted  bjr  worthleli  pa- 
rents, chiefly  natural  chUdrm,  -  •  •  25    8    0 

-Vbr  hookt  attd  education  to  poor  children,  falariet  to  teachen 

.  «f  IchoQk  in  the  fahurU,  and  ftipeadf  doe  hf  hw  to  the 
niniilert,  from  the  kirk-Tefliont  laodi,  •  • 

To  7  church  officer*  or  bcadlef,  •  •  • 


I  ( 
•   % 

L.ti6 
I* 

S  9 
>   9i 

Inam 

Bo  that  in  the  jcar  1791,  the  fnrpltts  was» 

In  the  year  179^,  inftead  of  a  balance  faved,  a  debt  of  81 1. 
5  s.  7id.|  had  been  contraOed,  though  the  diftributions  were 
85 1.  I  a  8.  6  d.  lefs.  Bat  on  the  intimation  of  this  to  the  con- 
gregations, their  colledions  were  immediately  and  cbeerfallj  io- 
creafedi  fo  as  to  produce  an  annual  rife  of  160 1.  17  s*  oid. 
The  conftant  weekly  allowance  to  penfioners,  as  may  appear 
from  the  above  ftatement,  is  no  greater  than  10  d.  and  a  dmall 
fraftion,  and  may  perhaps  be  thought  too  fcanty.  Bat  it 
ought  to  be  confidered,  that  it  is  an  average  allowance ;  that 
the  greateft  part  of  the  penfioners  are  capable  of  earning  fome- 
thing  by  their  work ;  that  the  principal  nfe  of  Aated  charities 
is  merely  to  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  fuch  earning  ;  and  that, 
when  they  become  fo  liberal  as  to  render  work  unneceflary, 
or  when  living  by  charity  ceafes  to  be  dilhonaanible»  thej 
are  utterly  deftruAive  of  pradencci  foicfighti  fobriety  and 
economy. 

Other  funds,  principally  or  wholely  under  the  noanagemcnt 
of  the  kirk«feifion  are. 

Rents  of  landi,  and  funu  mortified  by  Mr.  Gilbert  Onthrie, 
for  educating  poor  hoji,        •        •  •  •         Im  X40    o    0 

rach  hoy  reeeiYea  yearly  3  L  6  •.  8d.  Ibr  3  years,  and  u 
much  when  they  and. 

Similar  r^ts  by    .  -  ■  for  the  fame  pypofe,  -       •  6x    o    a 

Other  rents  for  poor  widows,  and  diftributcd  among  sx  of 
;hcqB,  •    .  "»  -.-•••         -  53  '4    o 

U  aj4  14   « 

So 


So  that  laft  year  the  whole  funds  of  charitjr,  Uoiier  the  ma* 
nagemcDt  of  the  Kirk^Seigony  amounted  to  1083  L  8s.6id. 
Thefe  fundst  particularly  Guthrie^s  xnortificatioHi  wiU^  in  a 
few  jrearsy  be  confiderablj  increafed.  To  this,  the  principal 
part  of  the  4  acres  of  land,  mentioned  as  feued  at  40  L  tho 
acre,  belongs*  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  management  and 
difpofal  of  all  the  fcffions  funds  cofts  not  a  fihgle  farthing 
of  expcnoe* 

The  annual  difiributionst  from  funds  under  the  management 
of  the  To wn- Council,  or  levied  by  their  attthority,  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

Rom  the  kofpital  for  decayed  bvrghen,  •        •  L.  X30    o    o 

nrom  the  Ouildiy,        >    '  •  -  •  •  4^0    0 

^•ortiacet  levied  wilhiiitheiroyalty,       •  •  «  ^00    •   o 

This  laft  fnm,  after  paying  the  ezpence  of  levying  and 
dlftribntion,  was*  laft  year  divided  among  no  penfionefs. 
It  b^gan  to  be  levied  only  a  few  years  ago,  for  the  avowed 
purpofe  of  fa{^effing  beggars*  It  has  not  produoed  this  ef- 
fedf  and,  notwithftanding,  hasjrifen  from  100 1«  to  400 1. 
Though  this  tax  compels  the  covetous,  an4  thofe  who  rarely 
attend  public  worihip,  to  take  fome  part  in  the  maintenance 
of  the  poor,  and  on  this  account,  has  the  appearance  of  ju£- 
tice,  it  is  liable  to  many  objefiiocis*  It  tends  tb  impair  vo« 
hintary  charity  ;  it  falls  as  heavily  on  the  moft  charitable  and 
liberal,  as  on  the  covetous  .and  licentious ;  by  being  confin« 
ed  within  the  royalty,  it  takes  no  hold  on  the  opulent  perfona 
10  the  country  part  of  the  parifli,  the  proprietors  of  the  land  ef« 
pecially,  who  profit  more  by  the  indufiry  of  Dundee,  than  < 
any  other  fet  of  men  \  at  the  pleafurc  of  any  magiftracy,  it 
may  be  extended  beyond  all  juft  and  moderate-  limits )  and» 
being  like  their  other  funds,  under -their  oncontronUblc  difpo« 
fa),  may  be  perverted  ^nto  an  engine  of  borough  politics,  and 

G  g  3  be* 
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liecoiiie  m  fiitore,  a  griev6n«  nuiloiiee.  At  pidcot,  bowenr, 
it  has  produced  no  real  or  perceptible  evils ;  partictdaily  it  has 
not,  as  in  Eogkndt  become  extravagant  and  deftrodxve  to 
eooaomj,  nor  rendered  tt  in  any  degree  oiorc^  difflcuk  for 
ftrangais  to  obtain  a  Cettlement* 

Odiar  difttibatidoa'UVr 
ftoUL  the  finternitj  of  feunen,  ^  «        •        •      L.  J90  1%    6 

From  the  gmeral  fund  of  the  9  tncorporittd  tradet^  -  56  14    0 

iPkomthepartfculArfttndtofthefimietndet*  •  •         li;  19   0 

fiTMBtheafutedBOdpeirdiclimdet.fttppofed.  •       •  70    0   0 

From  fetcnl  public  and  private  focietieti  fnppofed,  -  ja   o  0 

From  die  Scottilh  Epiicopal  meccingy  •  •  is    0   0 

I   ■     I       Eoglslh  dttto»  •  •  •  •  16    •   9 

■      ■    I  Bnrither  Seceding  ditto,  fnppofed,  •  -  S5    o   0 

I        ■  ■  Anttbttfgher  ditto,  ditto,  •  •  18    •  e 

i  ■  ladtpeodemaicetiig,  who.  firom  principle,  aeither    . 

give  nor  keep  any  account  of  their  charitieii 
fuppofed,  •  •  .  •  ^^   0   • 

■  All  the  other  reCgiooi  focieties  fuppoied,         •  40    o   t 

BeftAes  the  ch>ritie>  now  tumaeimted,  theft  are  allb  huiiariea 
St  Che  vaiieHitr  sad  griaunar  fdiool,  ia  the  gift  of  the- 
ooundk  amotmlingto,  -  «  •  •  4o    0   S 

llr.  Henderfon'i  chsritj  Ichool  for  poor  childreo,  -  sj    o   0 

A  difpeniary,  on  which  was  expended  lafi  year,         •        -         140    o    9 
Mr.  Stephen'!  mortification  for  boyi  at  School  tnd  college, 
in  the  gift  of  the  Provoft,  the  nunifter  of  the  Mvrraygate 
diftridk.  Mr.  ]>emi»fter  of  Dunnichen,  and  Mr.  Hviter  of 
BalflceUy,  from  which  there  is  at  prefcnt  paid,  •  7f    o   • 

Dr.  Brown's  mortification,  now  in  the  management  of  his 
immediate  iruftees,  whom  fuliog,tt  devolves  on  the  Kirk* 
Seflion,  -  -  .  .  .  jjg    ^   Q 

Mift  Oraham'a  QMKtificatton  towards  the  edocadon  of  aa  ofw 
phangirl,  •  •  -  •  •  S50 


L.  xj6o  XX    < 
So  thst  altogether,  the  mooey  beftowed  kft  year,  ia  vtriova 
chsriliesyaaiowittdu^  *  •  .  .     L»  ^377    $   S 

The 
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Vhe  Difpcnfiuy  tI^  eftaUtihed  in  17! 2.  It  ii  CDtifdj  fapL 
ported  bj  volontarj  contribattODt,  and  has  been  of  the  great« 
eft  uie.     The  prefident  and  principal  benefador  is  Lord  Dong« 
las*     Bat  the  contributiona  of  the  remainittg  heritors,  (a  very 
Um  excepted,)  either  to  this  or  to  an j  other  charitable  inftitn- 
tioos  of  the  place,  notwithftandt<ig  all  the  advantages  they  de* 
rive  finom  it,  are  hardly  worth  the  mentioning.    To  the  DifL 
penfary,  it  is  alfo  now  propofed  to  add  an  Infirmaiy  ;  and  the 
liberal  and  numerous  fubfcriptions  already  obtained,'  leave 
little  reafon  to  doubt,  that  the  parpofe  will  foon  be  carried  iiw 
to  execution* 
*   * 
Gemral  cbaraffir^'^Tht  people  of  Dundee  have  been  fof 
n  long  time  entitled  to  the  repnution  of  indnftry,  regularity 
and  economy;   and|    notwithftandibg  the  increafe  of  their 
wealth  and  numbers,  a  juft  claim  to  diis  reputation  ftill  con* 
tinues*    As  their  wealth  has  been  almoft  entirely  the  refult 
of  great  attention  and  indnftry,  it  is  preferred  by  the  fame 
virtues,  and  they  are  ftill  ftrangers  to  extravagant  and  rni- 
nous  luxuries*    One  inftanee  of  economy  and  ancient  fim« 
plicity  of  manners,  will,  in  fome  parts  of  Britain,  hardly  meet 
widi  credit  i  that,  though  we  have  many  burghers,  worth 
ffom  5000 1*  to  40,000  L  there  are  not  in  the  whole  town, 
more  than  9  male  houfehold  fisrvants ;  and  of  thefe,  not  one 
belongs  to  any  perfon,  who  can,  with  propriety,  be  faidto  be 
engaged  in  trade.     This  economy  does  by  no  means  exclude 
dieerful  and  frequent  fecial  iotercourfe,  or  abridge  their  real 
comforts  and  lecreaiions*     It  does  not  even  baniih  a  liberal 
hofpitality ;  and  inftead  of  lefiening  their  humanity  and  com- 
paffioo  for  the  miferable,  the  people  of  Dundee  are  iaferior 
to  none  in  generous  exertions  and  contributions,  eith^  for  the 
relief  of  particalardifireffes  and  misfortunes,  or  for  the  ef« 
ubUftuacnt  and  maiateaaiice  of  public  bencficoit  ioftitutions* 

The 
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Tbe  rift  of  tbt  v>g»s  of  laboart  bM  not  hitbcvto  ptodtced 
tMj  confidcraUe  bud  effcds^  even  npoo  tbe  cmm^qa  peopk ; 
Iwtt  ea  the  coatcarjr,  baa  been  generallj  employed  to  lacreefe 
their  Uwful  cenfoftt*  to  feed  aod  clothe  theot  better,  and  to 
encourage  then  in  tbe  more  early  eftaUUheaent  of  ftmiUeiy 
wad  tbe  proportion  the/  befto v,  in  aU  charitable  cMtributiooit 
nl  leaft  eqtiak,  if  not  osoeeda,  that  of  their  {aperiova  in  ^Q- 
]enoe»  Yet  it  would  be  inceofiftent  with  tnitht  Mt  to  nm- 
tinn»  that  proljperity  baa  iotxoduoed  among  bme,  a  degree  of 
licentioufneft  unknown  in  fbmer  times  $  and  one  nlacmiiig 
fymptom  of  it  ought  not  to  be  concealed^  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  great  acceffions  made,  fince  the  year  1788,  to  the 
anmbor  of  inhabitiots,  tbe  nucnber  of  annual  tnarriages  has 
hardly  received  the  fmalleft  addition.  The  peftfle  of  Dundee 
mny  be  alfo  cbarafieriled  from  their  religions  ^btta  1  and  no 
wl^re  in  Scotland  is  public  worihip  better,  or  perhaps  fo  wdl 
attended*  Their  numerous  fe^  indicate  iheir  seal  aad  at« 
taehment  to  religioua  princ^iplea,  and  pesbaps  nn  evceia  of  at* 
|ent]|0O  to  religions  controverfies ;  but  thefe  give  veiy  little 
difttirbance  to  tbe  general  bermooy,  and  inftcad  of  incrcaf- 
ing  bigotry  they  feem  to  weaken  it.  Though  (bme  fefts,  net 
only  on  their  firft  rife  but  even  et  prefent,joaonot  be  acquitted  of 
harib  and  uncharitable  ppioioni,  concerning  thofie  who  do  not 
adopt  their  fentiments,  mutual  toleration  evidently  prevails  t 
^nd  oaph  begins  to  fufped,  that  the  dictates  of  their  own  ptrt^ 
have  no  better  islaim  to  infalltbUUyt  than  thofe  of  others. 

As  to  the  general  fae  of  the  inhabitants,  it  is  certainly  in* 
lerior  to  that  of  the  people  in  the  foutb  and  weft  pans  of 
ScQtlandf  end  even  of  their  neighbours  in  variotta  parts  of 
Fifi^ :  and  though  the  linen  inanufadure  be  dm  goeat  Ibnice 
of  their  opulence  fmd  inoreafe,  its  influenee  doea  not  feem  fo 
favoyrable.as  paight  be  wiihed  to  faealcb,^  Or  friendly  to  die 
prodttflion  of  >•  vigQr^us  and  hardy  race. 

Remarkahh 


Mbimarkaik  Pirfim  mni  FrnmUUf^^^AsMag  reiuurkaUe 
•ad  diftiagviihed  perfoas  maj.  be  iii«iitioiied|  |.  AuzAKpsft 
ScETHWOOt*  oiie'of  Waixaoe's  heroic  corapanicns,  the  pecfon 
to  whoai9  alter  he  bad  reooTered  the  town  from  the  Eogliihy 
he  domioitted  the  rednAton  of  the  caftla,  and  whom  he  jmt  in 
pofleflkm  of  the  bereditaf  j  digaitj  of  cooftaUe :  t.  Sir  JoHir 
SgUioxour  one  of  his  delceodaots^  who  beeame  Vifconat  of 
Dodbope^  and  adhcriag  to  Cbarlea  I.  loft  his  life  ia  the  bat- 
tle of  Marftoa  Muir :  }•  His  foa  who  followed  the  fbrtuaea 
of  Charles  11^  accompanied  him  with  a  regiment  to  the  bat- 
•  de  of  Worcefter»  and  returning  with  htm  at  the  rafiraattoi^ 
was  created  Earl  of  Dnadee.  Befides  their  dignity  of  confta- 
blesy  the  chiefs  of  this  imAj  trere  hereditary  ftaadard-bearu 
era  of  Scotland*  They  cootiniiie  to  bo  repre£ented  by  tfa^ 
fcrymfeonrs  of  Birkhill,  now  Wedderbums  of  Wedderbor% 
who,  on  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Dondee,  withoot  immediate 
heirst  wcse  vojuftly  fpoiled  of  Aeir  honours  aad  inheritaoca 
4f  RoBSET  PiTTiLLOCXf  commonly  pronounced  TtiUoci^  aad 
now  Cpdled  PatMBo.  In  the  wars  of  Charles  VII.  of  France^ 
for  the  recoTery  of  his  kingdom  from  the  Eogliflb,  particnlarf 
ly  in.  their  final  ezpulfion  from  Gafcony,  he  acquired  thf 
moftfigaal  hoaours  ;  and  was  the  firft  captain  of  the  famoaa 
Scottiih  guard,  then  iormedy  and  to  whofe  fidelity  4he  Fitndi 
kings  for  finreial  centuries  committed  their  perfond  proteOf 
tion.  5*  James  HAtTBUEToir,  defigaed  on  his  tomb-ftona« 
uacle  to  flalyburton  of  Pitcurr.  To  this  perfooi  his  country 
is  iaddited,  as  one  of  the  moft  early  and  able  promoters  of 
the  reformation.  By  his  infiuence  chiefly,  Dundee  beeaqif 
the  firft  town  ia  Seotknd,  where  the  reformed  religioa  wsf 
openly  pre&fled*  He  headed  the  Dundee  troops,  who  went 
to  the  defeaee  of  Peidi^  againft  the  vengeance  threatened  bjr 
Mary  the  regent.  By  his  able  condaft  ia  encamping  and  ooU't 
dnfting  die  Ptoteftaot  fbrceS|  aJTembled  at  Coupar,  tho  at^ 

tempit 
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>  tempt  of  tbe  popifli  tro^Mt  onder  the  French  gewthl  iy  OyUip 
to  reduce  St.- Andrews  and  feize  the  chief  leaders  of  the  re* 
foroiation,  was  defeated ;  and  bj  him  and  hb  brother  Alex- 
ander, at  the  head  of  their  fellow  eitszena,  one  of  the  prioei- 
pal  attacks  againfl  the  town  of  Perth  was  carried  on,  and  the 
popiih  garrifott  diflodged.     He  was  provoft  of  Dundee  for  33 
jears.    From  gratitude  and  refpcd  to  his  memory,  his  foa^ 
xala  were  defrajed  at  the  public  espence  $  and,  what  was  thea 
reckoned  a  mark  of  peculiar  honour,  his  grave  was  lined  oa 
the  fides  with  mafon-work,  and  arched  over,  and  a  monumeot 
erefted  to  his  memory.    Dundee  faaa  aUb  produced  ibme  per- 
fons  of  confiderabie  enainence  for  (cienoe.     It  is  beltrved*  that 
JoHir  MAn»  the  mutual  triend  of  the  great  Baron  Nnpier,  in* 
Tcntor  of  LogarithmSi  and  of  Mr«  Edward  Brtggs,  and  whs 
brought  about,  and  was  prefent  oa  their  firft  interview  at  Mer« 
ohifton,  was  one  of  its  oatire  citiaens.    He  appears  to  have 
been  diftinguiihed  by  James  VI.  before  his  fuoceffion  to  the 
Englifli  crown,  and  to  have  gone  up  with  him  to  Englind  li 
die  royal  houfehold.    To  another  citizen,  Jambs  Mak,  pro- 
bably grandlbn  of  the  former,  we  owe  a  chart  and  ibundisp 
of  the  whole  north  fea,  fo  accurate*  that,  though  laid  down 
stbout  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  it  has  hitherto  re« 
eeived  few  improvements  of  importance.     By  htm,  in  parti- 
cular, the  bank,  which  bears  his  name,  was  diicoveied  and  deli- 
neated ;  and  his  native  town  is  peculiarly  indebtied  to  him  for 
his  accurate  draught  and  foundings  of  die  enterance  into  lay, 
and  the  whole  pa&ge  up  the  river.    The  femily  of  tbefe 
eminent  perfons  ftill  (ubfifts.    In  other  branches  of  litoratuxe^ 
we  count  the  well  known  Hector  Boecs  the  hiftorian,  who 
was  Principal  of  the  King's  College  in  Aberdeen,  and  one  of 
the  chief  reftorers  of  learning  in  his  time  $  and,  in  the  Sura 
humamoriSt  Dn  Kivlocb,  phyfician  to  James  VI.  Mr.  GU69 
fe&or  of.th^  grammar  ichooli  ^and  Mr*  GouuiAir,  incichanc« 

Sooit 


ef  Dundee^  i:jpf 

Some  Latin  poems  of  the  three  laid'  are  toh^  foiind  in  the  col-  ' 
leftton  of  the  Pacta  Scotigeni^  whlch^  for  tafte  as  poems,  and 
degancc  as  Latin  compofitioiiSy  are  inferior  to  no  modem  pro* 
dufiicms. 

One  of  the  moll  eminent  citizens  of  Dundee,  in  the  end  of 
the  laAj  and  beginning  of  'the  prefent  century,  was  its  pro« 
voft,  GcbRGE  TeamaK  of  Muriie.  This  gentleman  reprefent^ 
«d  the  town  in  the  laft  Scottiih  or  tJnion  Parliamenti  and  the 
difirift  of  boroughs,  to  tirhich  the  town  now  belongs,  ia 
the  firft  and  fecond  Britiih  parliaments ;  and  to  him  his 
native  country,  '«fpeciallj  this  part  of  it,  is  more  in- 
debted, than  to  any  reprefentative  ever  fent  from  Scotland. 
By  his  good  fenfe  and  addrefs  principally,  the  projefts,  of  tak- 
ing hides  hy  tAk^  and  barley  for  malting  hy  meafure^  (than 
which  none  could  have  been  more  injurious  to  a  country,  • 
l>*crc  the  former  arc  fo  diminutive  in  fitc,  and  the .  latter  fo 
comparatively  mean  in  quality,)  were  defeated  ;  and,  when  the* 
Frith  of  Forth  was  exempted  from  the  general  duty  laid  on  all 
coals  carried  by  ffea,  ^a  duty  which  the  poor,  in  countries  def- 
titnte  of  coal,  have  feverely  felt  and  bitterly  complained  of,} 
he  procured,  that  the  Tay  (hould  be  included  withm  the 
bounds  of  the  Forth,  and  that  the  legal  limits  of  the  mouth 
of  this  river  (hould  be  the  Red  Head  in  Angus,  and  St.  Abb*s 
Head  in  Berwickihire.  Dundee  has  alfo  had  the  honour 
of  being  reprefented  in  many  parliaments,  by  George 
DkMPSTEE,  £&}•  of  Dunichen,  another  native  citizen.  Of 
this  gentleoian's  merits  from  his  country,  it  would  be  im- 
proper in  his  life  time  to  fpeak«  and  they  cannot  be  fuppofed 
better  known  to  the  writer  of  the  prefent  memoir,  than  to  all 
bis  connttymen. 

Among  the  families,  who  have  had  their  original  in  Dun« 
dee,  may  be  mentioned  the  truly  honourable  one  of  the  Flet- 
chers of  Saltoo,  diftinguilhed  for  giving  birth  to  the  celebrftt« 
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ej  and  eDlightcned  patriot,  Akbeew  FtiTcmui.  Thef  were 
fe^ed  in  Dnndee  as  merchants,  in  the  z6di  century,  and  pof« 
fefled  of  the  lands  of  Inverpefier  near  Arbroath  \  diftinguiih* 
ing  themfelves,  during  the  courfe  of  the  17th  century,  as 
n^agillrates  of  Dnndee,  and  like  their  defoeodants,  b  vin- 
dicating its  liberties,  againft  the  arbitrary  claims  and  en« 
croachments  of  the  family  of  Dodhope;  and  from  thefe 
anceftors,  it  is  probable,  that  he  embibed  ibme  portion  of 
his  patriotic  fpirit.  He  fprung  from  a  Cecond  ion  of  this 
Poodee  family,  and  his  defcendants  are  now  its  reprefen- 
tatives,  the  elder  branch  having  failed  fome  years  4igo,  by  the 
death  of  its  lad  male.  Major  HfiKRT  Fletchek  of  the  marines. 
Another  branch  of  it  is  the  family  of  B^lioflioe,  which  pn>« 
dnced  the  two  brothers.  Sir  Robert  and  Colonel  FlstcheIi 
lately  diftinguifhed  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 

The  prefent  Lord  Loughborough,  chief  juftice  of  thecoma 
mon  pleas  in  England,  is  alfo  defcended  of  a  family  long  ref* 
pedable  in  Dundee*  The  chiefs  of  it  were  fncceflively  town 
clerks  for  near  300  years,  and  frequently  the  town*s  com- 
roiffioncrs  to  the  parliament.  In  this  fituation  they  acqnir* 
ed  the  lands  of  Kingennie  and  Blacknefs,  and  were  bonoot«4 
with  the  title  of  baronets.  This  title  is  now  carried  by  Sit 
JpHK  Wedderburn  of  Balleudean,  a  native  of  Dundee,  sod 
male  reprelentative  of  the  family, 

Advantages  and  I)if advantages. r^Tht  principal  advanUge^ 
of  Dundee  are, — the  noble  river  on  which  it  is  fituated,  open- 
ing to  the  inhabitants,  a  ready  communication,  not  only  with^ 
the  London  market,  b^t  with  thqfe  of  the  principal  ^od  m(& 
opulent  countries  of  Europe ;  and  alfo  giving  them  a  confider* 
able  extent  of  inland  navigation  :-rThe  fertile  countries  in  i^ 
neighbourhood,  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie  efpecially,  fuQ  of  thriv- 
ing, rich,  and  intelligent  farmers ;  whofe  induftiy,  if  it  "^i 
Sfft*  f(t  in  motion  by  the  opulence  of  towns,  and  their  incresf* 
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!zig  demand  for  country  produce,  now  amply  retunis  the  fa« 
Vouri  by  eijual  demands  on  the  tovens  for  their  merchandUe 
and  nkaniifaaur^s : — ^Tbe  induftry,  fobriety,  and  frugality  of 
its  inhabitsmts,  which  virtues,  having  been  confirmed  by  long 
babit,  will  probably  continue  to  be  reputable  for  along  perioc! 
to  come.     In  addition  td  thefe,  it  muft  draw  the  moft  fignal 
benefits  from  the  excellent  turnpike  roads  lately  codftrufledi 
sod  continuittg  to  be  extended  through  all  the  principal  dif- 
trids  of  Angus,  and  the  neighbouring  parts   of  Perthihire* 
For  thefe  the  town  is  entirely  indebted  to  the  exertions  of  s 
few  country  gentlemen  ;  and  though  its  inhabitants  have  had 
no  Ihate,  either  in  the  trouble  or  the  riik  of  the  undertakings 
they  Will  be  probably  the  principal  Iharers  in  the  profits ;  for 
their  markets  infiead  of  being  often  fhut  upi  and  becoming 
inacceffilde,  will  now  be  open  at  all  feafons  of  the  year,  for  th^ 
heavieft  goods  ^  and  the  peofide  in  diflant  parts  will  no  longer  be 
under  the  neceffity  of  repairing  to  the  lefs  abundant  markets  of 
inferior  towns.    But  if  Dundee  enjoys  thefe  advantages^  it  is 
not  without  its  difadvantages  and  defe&d*    Among  thefe  the 
following  feem  to  be  the  moft  remarkable:— The  lanes,  and 
dven  fevend  flreets  are  uncommonly  narrow j  and  the  dwellings 
of  the  inhabitants  too  clofe  upon  one  another  ^•'— the  greateft 
part  of  the  fiimilies  living  by  half  dozens,  as  formerly  in  Edin- 
burgh, under  the  fame  roof,  with  common  ftairs,  without 
back  yards  or  courts,  and  many  pofleffing  only  fingle  rooms : — 
The  late  additional  fnburbs  have  been  built  without  any  ge-« 
nerd  plan,  and  without  the  leaft  regard  to  healthy  elegance  or 
cleanlinels  $  though  no  fituation  perhaps  in  the  world,  prefent« 
ed  better  opportunities  to  provide  for  all  the  three  :-^There  i^ 
an  almoft  total  want  of  public  walks  and  open  places,  to  which 
fedentary  or  delicate  people  may  refort^  and  children  be  car- 
ried for  air  and  exercife.     Several  have  been,  or  are  about  to 
be  conTerted  to  private  purpofes  :  one,  which  is  the  beft  and 
moft  important,  is  generally  inacceffible,  through  the  badncf^ 
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ef  the  lane  that  leads  to  it ;  and,  the  high  roa&  l^eiag  deffi^ 
tute  of  foot  paths,  thoft  who  have  the  greauft  need  of  air, 
ind  themfelvcs,  for  a  great  part  of  the  year,  cpnfioed  to  their 
bottfcs,  at  lead  thcj  caonoc  get  beyond  the  ftreeta  ^  and  theb 
tircutnfiaoces  are  the  more  ▼esatious,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
^e  rpyalty  are  taxed  annually  about  130 1.  for  rwkirmfm^%  but 
find  themfelves  and  their  oiagiilratea  totally  excluded,  in  ooo« 
Cequence  of  a  late  law,  from  any  dire&ion  in  the  applicatioQ 
of  it :— The  principal  burying  place  is  too  fmall,  in  propor* 
^on  to  the  parifh.  The  expence  of  imccment  in  it  ii  confider* 
ed  by  the  poorer  people  as  too  great.  Two  of  the  moft  an- 
cient burying  grounds-  in  the  pari(h  are  unindofed,  fo  that 
thofe,  who,  for  cheapnefs,  have  recourfe  to  them,  fu&r  tbe 
mortification  of  feeing  the  remains  of  their  friends  treated 
with  indignity  ;  and,  from  the  ufe  of  one  of  thofe,  the  poor 
have,  of  late  years,  been  totally  excluded—But  the  grcateft 
of  all  the  difadvantages  of  Dundee,  is  the  almoft  total  wapt  of 
public  inftitutions,  even  for '  the  moft  fimple.  aod  necefisiy 
parts  of  education ;  nor,  excepting  a  reputable,  grammar 
fchool,  is  there  an  opportunity  for  parents  to  have  their  chit 
4ren  iafirufted  in  any  branch  of  human  literature  ;  and  thb 
^feft  is  not  fupplied  by  i^ny  tolerable  public  library. 

Other  difadvantages,  at  leaft  cauf^^sof  difcootent,  arife  from 
the  nature  of  feveral  public  laws  and  infUtutions.  Com" 
plaints  of  this  kind  are  exprefied  by  the  trading  people,  who 
have  fuflFered  lofs  in  confequence  of  the  law  of  pirfit^ 
eiUailSf  or  who  are  expofed  to  fuSer  it.  They  thinks  that 
property  of  every  kind  ought  to  be  liaUe  for  the  debts  it  has 
given  opportunity  to- cont raft ;  that  the  contrary  prsAiceis 
liinjuft,  and  the  laws  which  authorifeit,  nothing  different  from 
licences  to  a  Jpecies  of  fwindling.  Befides  the  afionifliiiig 
quantity  of  land  in  the  neighbouring  parts  of  tbecountrff 
brought,,  of  late,  under  this  kind  of  fettkmeat,  it  is  believed, 
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dtait  tise  proportion  of  this  parifh,  fubjc&ed  to  it^  is  not  much 
Ids  than  3000 1.  su-ycar.— Some  complaint^  are  alfo  made  oa 
tbelilbjeft  ofthe  tate  com  iaw,  as  tending  to  diminiih  the 
freedom  of  trade  in  this  important  article,  and  to  render  it 
aore  precarious.  The  merchant  a]leges,  that,  while  his  (hip 
is  at  iea«  he  is  not  fnre  whether  the  port,  to  which,  from  con- 
fidence in  the  law,  he  ordered  his  com,  may  not,  bj  procla- 
mation be  ihut  up:  and  certainly  it  has  been  attended 
"with  fome  confiderable  inconveniencies  ;  for,  during  the  laft 
ipri&g,  feed-corn,  even  from  England^  though  often  of  the  nt- 
XDoft  importance  to  this  country,  and  various  articles  of 
lionfehold  prorifion,  which  the  country  does  not  yet  fupply, 
were,  by  its  operation,  laid  under  an  abfolutt  probititionj  ot 
a  duty  which,  with  equal  trfficacy,  prevented  importation.  The 
intercourfe  for  com  was  not  at  that  time  permitted,  even  with 
the  oounty  of  Fife,  from  which  we  are  feparatcd  only  by  the 
river;  and  at  the  prefent  time,  (November  the  12th  1792,) 
though  the  haxveft  has  been  bad,  and  the  price  of  grain  con« 
fideraUy  ratfed,  two  veffels  with  grain  and  meal,  one  of  which 
lies  in  the  harbour,  and  the  other  is  daily  expeded,  will  not 
be  permitted  to  unload  their  cargoes.  Befides  thefe  com* 
plaints,  thpngh  the  people  here  are  happily  free  from  the 
€oal  duty 9  to  which  their  more  northern  neighbours  are  fub« 
jeded,  it  is  only  from  the  duty  on  Scotti(h  coal ;  and  the 
prefent  fudden  advance  in  the  price  of  this  article,  from  4  s. 
to  upwards  of  6  s.  for  800  weight,  mud,  while  they  are  not 
sdieved  by  importations  from  England,  be  feverely  felt  by  all 
the  poor.— With  refpe&  to  the  difcontents,  which  prevail 
in  Duadee,  abont  the  (tate  and  mode  of  the  reprefentation  of  , 
die  people  in  parliament,  and  that  they  are  governed  by  a' 
nagiftracy  in  a  great  meafore  independent  on  them,  thefe  are 
floc  peculiar  to  this  place,  but  common  to  it  with  all  the  towns 
io  Scotland. 
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One  dUadvantage  of  Dundee  arifes  from  its  fitn^on,  ailA 
bardly  admits  of  a  proper  remedy.  It  is  tbe  diftance  at  whicd 
it  is  placed  from  any  large  freih  water  river,  with  falls  fuf- 
ficient  for  moving  the  various  machinery,  now  fo  important 
to  manufaAures.  The  neareft  falls  of  this  defcription  vt 
on  Dighty,  and  in  the  pariih  of  Monyfieth  ;  but  they  are 
loo  diftant  for  deriving  full  advantage  from  the  population 
of  Dundee* 

MifciUamoms  Ob/irvations. — ^In  the  year  X782,  the  comi 
were  much  damaged  by  exceilive  rains,  the  harveft  was  not 
completed  till  towards  the  end  of  November,  and  a  confider-i 
able  dearth  followed.  The  inhabitants,  however,  exerted,  on 
this  occafion,  their  ufual  generofity ;  and  at  one  time,  with  a 
view  of  alleviating  the  diffrels  of  the  poor,  the  fum  of  200 1. 
was  raifed  in  the  fpace  of  two  days.  But  the  intention  of 
raifing  this  fum  was  much  more  laudable,  than  the  application 
of  it.  It  was  employed,  together  with  the  produce  of  othet 
funds,  in  keeping  the  market  prices  of  grain  below  the  com- 
mon  rates  of  the  country,  a  benefit  in  which  tbe  rich,  and 
they  who  had  no  need,  were  partakers  equally  with  the  poor ; 
and  the  confequence  was,  that  they  who  had  grain  to  feU,  car* 
xied  it  to  other  markets,  which  were  free  from  fuch  timid  and 
impertinent  regulations,  and  where  they  received  their  prices 
immediately  from  the  buyers,  without  having  the  troufble  of 
applying,  for  any  part  of  them,  to  truftees  of  pubKc  monej. 
Accordmgly,  the  fupply  of  the  Dundee  market,  as  might  have 
been  eafily  forefeen,  was,  through  the  whole  feafon,  fcanty 
uid  difficult  s  and  depended  entirely  on  the  influence  thd 
magiftrates  could  exert  with  countty  gentlemen,  and  the  more 
opulent  dafs  of  farmers.  Even  the  fupply  of  mttiy  families, 
Who  were  not  under  the  neeeflity  of  going  daily  to  market, 
became  a  bufinefs  of  conftant  and  vexatious  foUcitatio**    The 
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people  of  Aberdeen,  where  the  dearth  was  greater,  are  fiud  to 
have  afied  much  more  wifelj,  bj  raifing  the  market  price  of 
grain,  and  to  have  advertifed  large  premiums  to  every  importer 
of  it ;  and  we  are  told,  the  confequence  was,  that  their  market 
was  filled  as  well  as  in  the  ordinary  times  of  plenty ;  and  the 
prices,  of  neceility,  ibon  fell  to  their  proper  level.  A  fmaU^ 
quantity  of  the  proviiion  made  by  government,  for  the  poor 
of  the  northern  parts  of  this  iiland,  was  alfoat  this  time  allot- 
ted to  Dundee  \  and  the  Kirk-SeiBon  received  fome  unfolicit- 
cd  donations,  amounting  to  60 1.  for  the  poor  under  their  in-' 
fpefiion.  In  thefe,  the  (hare  which  Lord  Douglas,  according 
to  his  ufual  humanity,  contributed,  was  no  lefs  than  50 1. 

In  the  two  former  centuries,  the  prices  of  various  necef* 
Caries  of  life,  as  meal,  malt,  ale,  leather,  {hoes,  &c.  were  regu* 
Ifitcd  by  the  magiftratesand  council ;  and  in  making,  altering,* 
and  executing  their  regulations,  they  created  much  vexaticm' 
to  the  dealers,. and  much  ufelefs  trouble  to  themfelves.    The* 
price  of  no  neceflary  of  life  is  now  regulated  in  this  manner, 
except  of  bread  made  from  wheat  flour  \  and  neither  does  the- 
attention  of  the  magiftrate  to  this  article,  feem  to  be  of  much 
greater  ufe,  than  it  was  to  the  otherst  where  it  has  long  been 
laid  afide  ;  nor,  though  it  (hould  be  fuppofed  of  ufe,  does  the 
method  of  regulation  adopted  here  feem  to  be  advantageous. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  perhaps  the  very  reverCe  of  what  it- 
ought  to  be ;  for  the  price  of  bread,  concerning  which  aU  are 
jpdges,  remains  fixed,  and  the  weight,  which  few  have  oppor* 
tnnity  to  exambe,  or  even  fometimes  to  know,  is  variable* 
It  is  probable,  that  were  this  bufinefs  freed  from  the  influence- 
pf  corporation  laws,  it  might  be  as  fafely  as  any  other  com-- 
0itted  to  the  management  of  dK>(e  engaged  in  it ;  and,  that 
\j  their  feparate  interefts  and  competition,  it  would  be  equal- 
I7  guards  from  combination  and  abnfe.    Indeed,  no  corpora- 
til^n  laws  whatever  feem  to  be  entitled  to  much  refpeA  \  all 
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of  them  tead,  more  or  left,  to  creftfe  monopolies  ^ainft  Uie  fiak 
lie ;  nor  do  tbej  alwajs  promooe  the  good  of  the  vtrj  fbcietia 
they  were  meant  to  favour.  The  prices  of  admiffion  to  die  eiw 
ercife  of  any  bufineb  io  Dundee,  though  not  fib  extravagaat  as 
in  other  places,  particularly  in  Aberdeen«  are,  nolwithftand* 
ingi  taxes  frequently  found  tp  be  inoonvenient.  A  mecchaae 
pays  to  the  Guildry  for  freedom  to  himlelf  and  his  pofterity, 
8 1.  €  s,  8  d.  and  half  this  fom  for  fireedom  to  himfelf  only ; 
an  apprentice  to  a  merchant  pftys  1 1.  s  a  handycrafbrnaa  8  L 
6  s.  8  d.  for  admiffion  into  any  of  the  9  incorporated  tradtsf 
and,  except  at  the  times  appropriated  to  public  markets,  no 
flrang^  cao,  without  a  eoofidenble  tax,  expoCe  his  goods  to  fkk 
for  a  fingle  day«— Of  perfons  belonging  to  Dundee,  who  have 
l>een  condemned,  baniCbed  their  country  for  life,  or  ezecatcdi 
upon  account  of  felonieSy  the  writer  of  this  acoonnt  cannoii 
after  much  inquiry,  find  more  than  ibnt  during  the  wholtt 
cenrfe  pf  the  ptefent  century*  Since  BrideuaBt^  or  pentcenti^ 
ary  houfes,  have  been  eftabliOied  in  Edinburgh  and  GlafgoWi 
Dundee  has  been  mnch  more  peftered  than  fbrmeriyt  wi0  va« 
grants  and  perfons  of  doubtful  charaftcr,  andyfe£tdlM|f  sad 
petty  thefts  are  more  frequent*  This  will  probably  produce 
a  Bridewitt  in  Dundee.  An  eftablifliment  of  thia  kind  if 
certainly  necefiary,  and  the  common  pribns,  sad  prsient  in- 
flidions  of  juftice,  are  by  no  means  fufficieut  to  fupply  its 
place*  Widi  refpeA  to  our  ^fons,  though  among  the  heft 
in  Scotland,  they  are  deftitute  of  any  court  of  area  where  tbe 
priibnera  may  enjoy  the  open  air.  This,  however,  is  4t  pre- 
fent,  the  UiA  necefiary,  As  the  laws  of  the  country  ase  fuppof- 
ed  inhumanely,  to  exclude  debtors  froqi  the  privilege  of 
breathing  the  lame  air  with  otfcem ;  and,  it  H  but  very  fd» 
dom,  that  felons  toSkr  long  confinement,  in  the  prifona  of 
places  not  vifited  by  the  Circuit  Courts  of  Jnfticiaty. 
.  In  this  town,  there  are  feveral  public  buildiiigs;  but,  ex» 
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cepthig  the  ancient  chnrch  and  ileeple  formerlj  defcribed,  the 
fpne  o|  the  chapel  in  the  Cowgate,  and  the  town-houfe,  none 
of  them  feemsy  as  a  piece  of  archite&are,  to  be  entitled  to 
anucb  attention*  The  lafi.  is.  certainly  a  building  of  uncom- 
mon tafte  and  elegance.  It  was  planned  bj  the  elder  Adams, 
and  docB  him  honour. 

Among  the  regulations  unfavourable  to  the  freedom  of  the 
market,  and  confequently  to  the  intereftsof  the  inhabitants, 
thofe  might  have  been  mentioned  which  relate  to  the  trade  in 
coals.  There  are  onlj  4  births,  or'  places  at  which  veiTels 
loaded  with  them  are  permitted  to  deliver  tl^r  cargoes ;  and, 
if  thefe  ^ces  are  occupied,  all  other  veflels,  however  great 
the  demand  may  be,  are  excluded,  and  muft  continue  fhut  up, 
unlefs  the  cargoe  fhpuld  be  fold  in  wholefale  to  one  perfon,  or 
unlefs  the  matter,  if  he  means  to  retail,  will  confent  to  fell 
below  the  current  price.  The  firft  occupiers,  accordingly, 
muft  reduce  their  prices,  or  fee  their  rivals  carry  off  all  their 
cuftomers.  The  intention  of  this  regulation  was,  no  doubt,  to 
prevent  any  unfair  rife  of  prices  from  combinations  among 
the  oaafters.  But  its  real  effed  is  to  increafe  the  rilk  and  ez« 
pence  of , the  trade,  and  to  induce  thofe  who  are  engaged  in  it 
to  have  reconrfe  to  other  ports,  rather  than  fell  at  a  diminifli- 
ed  profit,  or  at  a  lofs.  Perhaps  there  is  no  branch  of  buiinefs, 
wbertin  thofe  intermediate  dealers,  often  brapded  in  law  by  the 
names  oifortJlaUerz  and  regrMers^  would  be  more  neceffary, 
or  where  the  encouragement  of  fuch  would  tend  more  to  the 
general  benefit.  When  the  importer  muft  alfo  turn  retailer, 
the  time  in  which  he  fliould  be  fetching  a  new  cargo  is  loft, 
and  he  brings  fewer  coals  in  any  given  period  to  market ;  and 
he  and  all  his  ibips  company  muft  be  paid  for  their  time,  in- 
^^^A,  of  one  regretter. 

In  the  foregoing  account,  there  are,  no  doubt,  many  articles 
emitted;  particularly  the  hrevoing  ^vA  Jbtp^luilding  manufac- 
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tureg.  In  the  firft,  a  oumerotts  company  is  now  engaged,  but  the 
chief  part  of  the  bufinefs  is  in  the  hands  of  particular  brewers, 
denominated  bj  the  legal  term  of  vidnallers.  Of  thefe,  there 
are  66  mafters,  who  employ  63  joumpymen  and  apprendoes. 
They  make  their  own  malt,  and  brew  it  into  that  kind  of 
drink  called  Two-penfiy^  which,  till  debafed  in  cronfeqoence  of 
multiplied  taxes,  waa  long  the  favourite  liquor  of  all  ranks 
of  people  in  Duodetp  It  was  a  liquor  neither  much  boHed 
aor  fermentkdt  and  always  uied  within  two  months  after  be« 
log  made—- Shipbuilding  is  faid  to  be  executed  here  with 
great  advantage  and  ipgenuity.  In  it  two  maften  are  em« 
ployed,  with  31  journeymen  and  apprentices ;  and  6  ve  cm* 
ployed  by  two  boat-builders. 
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NUMBER    Xir. 
PARISH  OF   CROMDALE. 

(Cotmius   of  Moray  and  Invernefs, — Ptejhytery   of  Ahtr^^ 
futhy — Synod  of  Moray.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lewis  Grant. 


Origin  of  the  Namu 

CROMDALE  is  derived  from  the  Gaelic  language,  Crom 
figoifjing  crool&edy  and  dak  a  meadow  ;  which  is  liter* 
ally  explained  by  the  river  Spej,  making  a  fecni-circle,  or 
half  moon,  in  the  place  where  the  manfe  and  church  are  built* 
Cromdale  has  been  rendered  pretty  famous  all  over  Scociaud, 
by  the  fong  compofed  in  confequenee  of  a  battle  fought  there, 
in  the  year  1690,  betwixt  the  adherents  of  King  William, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Livingfion,  and  tho  fupporters  of  the 
houfc  of  Stuart,  headed  by  Clavers,  commonly  called  Lord 
Vifcount  Dundee  ;  and  wherein  King  William's  party  pre- 
vailed, killing  and  taking  prifonera  great  numbers  ot  the 
enemy.  This  adion  is  faid  to  have  put  a  ftop  to  any  farther 
blc»odlhed  on  that^core. 

I  i  a  Exiitit 
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Extent^  Soil  and  Surface. — The  extent  of  it  is  very  confides 
ftble,  being  fuUj  13  Scotch  miles  in  length,  and  gcnerallj  3 
or  4  miles  broad,  in  the  old  inhabited  country  ;  but  on  ac- 
count  of  the  late  improvements,  which  are  very  numerous,  the 
breadth,  in  fome  parts,  is  no  lefs  than  from  6  to  7  miles.  The 
foil  is  generally  dry  and  thin,  with  the  exception  of  fome 
flats  or  low  haughs,  dofe  by  the  river  Spey,  which,  m  point 
of  natural  fertility,  are  equal  to  thofe  near  the  fea  fide,  which 
is  20  miles  diftant  from  every  part  of  this  parifli.  An  hon* 
dredth  part  of  the  lands  of  Cromdale  is  not  arable,  or  even 
green,  fo  as  to  render  it  fit  for  pafture  to  black  cattle  or  hot* 
fes.  The  hills  and  level  grounds  are  generally  covered  with 
black  heath,  having  fcarce  any  mixtirre  of  grafs  connefted 
with  it.^  Though  thefe  circumftances  quickly  difeover  tbem- 
felves  to  the  ftranger  and  traveller,  from  the  unpleafant  afpeft 
the  country  at  firfi  fight  exhibits,  yet  thefe  prejudices  are  foon 
removed,  when  a  perfon  adverts  U>  the  utility  and  conieqoence 
of  places,  formerly,  in  a  great  meafure,  thought  barren  and 
ufelefs,  now  rendered  produftive  of  the  greateft  fource  of  na* 
tional  wealth,  by  the  flocks  of  flieep,  which  every  where  co^ 
ver  the  face  of  the  country  \  and  which  are  now  triple  the 
number  they  were  a  few  years  ago,  as  well  as  proportionallj 
increafed  in  point  of  value.  The  plantations  of  fir,  which  arc 
numcnms,  and  are  thriving  fafl,  will  foon  have  a  good  eBfcft 
in  fetting  off  the  country  to  very  great  advantage. 

Situattdn,  Climate  and  Di/ea/ei.'^Tht  parifli  lies  within  the 
counties  of  Invernefs  and  Moray,  in.almoft  an  equal  propor- 
tion, fome  parts  of  it,  lying  next  to  Invernefs,  being  of  the 
fiiire  of  Moray,  and  fome  of  thofe  lands,  neareft  to  Forres  and 
Klgin,  belonging  to  the  county  of  Invernefs.  This  feeming 
confttfion  muft  havo  originated  from  the  intereft  the  differ- 
ent 
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€nt  t>roprietors,  (who  held  the  lands  of  this  countrjt  when 
fliires  were  firft  formed,)  had  in  the  principal  towns  fixed 
upon  as  head  barghs.  Cromdale  is  generally  allowed  to  be 
extrcmdj  wholefome.  Few  epidemical  difeafes  happen  in  it. 
There  are  manj  inftances  of  longevitj  as  far  as  90,  and 
there  are  not  a  few,  even  beyond  that  age.  Dr.  Bachan,  au- 
thor of  the  Family  Phyfician,  had  occafion  to  be  in  this  part 
of  the  country  fome  years  ago,  when  he  very  judicionfly  re- 
marked, ttiat  every  man's  houfe  was  built  upon  a  rock,  mean- 
ing, that  every  man  had  a  dry  gravelliih  ftance  whereon  to 
found  his  houfe ;  which,  the  Dodor  obferved,  is  more  condu- 
cive to  health,  than  all  the  benefits  that  refnlt  tvorxx  medicine. 
Inoculation  uaiverfally  takes  place  with  great  fucceb.  All 
prejudices  on  the  fcore  of  predeftination^  are  now  happily  re- 
moved. 

Bivir  and  Ft/b.^'-^he  river  Spey  is  the  only  one  which 
runs  through  this  parifli.  From  its  rapidity  every  where,  it 
is  allowed,  that  more  water  flows  from  it,  than  any  other 
river  in  the  kingdom.  It  is  dtftinguiflied  for  vaft  floats  of 
wood,  which  cover  its  banks,  and  are  daily  carried  down  by 
its  waters  to  the  fea.  Sir  James  Grant's  woods  of  Abeme- 
thy  and  Dnthel,  with  thofe  of  Rothiemurchus,  lie  contigu- 
ous  to  the  Spey,  and  cove^  a  boundlefs  trad  of  country. 
The  Spey  was  once  famous  for  falmon,  all  over  that  extent 
of  country,  through  which  it  paflTes  ;  but,  by  a  late  decifion  of 
the  houfe  of  Peers,, an  exclufive  right  was  given  to  the  Duke 
of  Gordon,  by  means  of  Cruives^  and  all  other  human  devices, 
to  monopolize  this  article  at  the  fource  of  the  river  ;  which  of 
late  years  has  been  cflPefied  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  few  fidmon 
are  to  be  got  a  ihort  way  up  the  country ;  and  yet  the  gentle- 
men  of  property,  hurt  by  this  decifion,  allow   the   wood 
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belonging  to  this  family,  Vhidi  often  proves  irijuriovs  to 
their  arable  ground,  to  pafs  without  the  lead  molefiatioo. 

Ammah. — ^The  white  bare  is  frequently  got  in  this  parilli 
during  winter*  It  is  as  white  as  fnow,  and  the  ears  are 
tipt  with  black.  Roes,  bkck  cocks,  and  heath  bens  are 
very  numerous.  Horfes  ufed  for  work,  were,  fome  years 
ago,  generally  bred  in  the  country ;  but  now,  owing  to  the 
flocks  of  iheep,  which  confume  the  growth  of  the  common 
pafture,  they  are  generally  purchafed,  and  at  a  very  advanced 
price.  Farmers,  on  this  account,  have  reduced  their  number, 
ufing  only  two  in  place  of  four,  carrying  on  a  deal  of  their 
labour  with  oxen,  which  they  employ  in  the  draught  as  well 
as  in  the  plough.  Black  cattle  are  very  numerous :  they 
amount  to  4000  or  50CO  within  the  parilh,  while  ibeep  maj 
be  reckoned  from  ic,ooo  to  12,006.  Goats  were  once  nume- 
rous, but  now  the  -parrih  could  fcarcely  mufter  ^00  of  tkem. 
The  wool  of  our  (beep  is  depreciated  on  account  of  the  mix- 
ture of  black  hairs,  which  is  afcribed  to  the  attempts  to  im- 
prove  the  breed  in  point  of  fite.  The  quality  of  it  far  exceeds 
that  of  Badenoch  wool,  which  is  afcribed  to  the  Ihcep  bciog 
fed  upon  pure  heath  \  and  the  connoiifeurs  in  mutton  attribute 
an  uncommon  fine  flavour  to  flieep  fed  in  this  manner. 

Rent  and  Proprieiori. --^Tht  real  rent  of  the  parifli,  of 
which  Sir  James  Grant  of  Grant  is  die  fole  proprietor  aod 
patron,  is  confiderably  beyond  aoool.  a-year.  CastU 
Grant,  the  feat  of  his  family,  is  within  its  bounds.  His 
men  of  bufinefs  afiirmi  that  they  are  in  poflef&on  of  writing^> 
which  afcertain  their  refidence  there  for  upwards  of  500  yeaiSf 
without  any  failure  in  the  male  line  all  that  time  ;  and  though 
they  have  had  the  property  of  the  whole  pariib,  for  about  100 
years ;  yet  prior  to  this,  it  was  divided  among  different  beri- 
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tors.  The  price  of  the  acre  of  arable  land,  when  feued«  is 
generally  from  81.  to  12  L  Sterling,  without  reckoning  any 
thing  for  grafs  or  common  pafturage. 

Cultivation  and  Produce. — ^The  union  of  farms  is  frequent. 
One  man  now  occupies  as  much  laad,  as  was,  40  years  ago, 
poflcl&d  by  5  ot  6  families.  The  principal  crops  coniift  of 
oats,  barley  and  rye.  The  lad  has, .  of  ^te  years,  been  in  no 
high  eftimation,  from  the  effeflit  has  in  fcourging  thegj;ound. 
Wheat  is  fown  here  occaiionally  in  fmall  quantities.  Tur« 
nipt  and  potatoes  fucceed  to  a  w^ib.  Potatoes,  in  a  ihorc 
time,  will  oonftitute  the  one  half  of  the  people's  food.  Sown 
graia  is  every  where  to  be  met  with,  and  very  luxuriant  crops 
arife  from  it.  The  lime  quarries  are  opened  by  the  pro^ 
prietor.  The  country  abounds  with  them.  The  boll  of  lime, 
whiab  meafures  24  Scotch  pints  each  firlot,  is  fold  at  8  d*  per 
bolL  It  is  neceflary  to  make  this  diilinAion,  as  the  Banff, 
(hire  boU  is  lefs  by  a  third.  A  lint  mill  is  ereded  by  the 
proprietor,  and  mod  people  fow  flax  with  fuccefs.  A  bleach- 
field  is  juft  ellablilhedy  which  bids  fair  to  be  of  great  advan- 
tage 10  the  country. 

Population* — ^There  is  not  a  fingle  fedary  of  any  denomi- 
nation in  the  parifli ;  the  whole  people  being  of  the  eflab« 
liibed  diurch.  The  number  of  fouls  belonging  to  the  parifli, 
may  be  ftated  at  3^00,  but  many  of  them  go  occafionally 
Iboth,  during  the  fummer  feaCon,  to  work  at  roads,  and  other 
pu^ic  works,  which  renders  the  amount  flu^oating.  The 
return  to  Dr.  Webfter,  in  1755,  was  3063  fouls.  The  births, 
at  an  average,  for  the  years  1735,  1736  and  1737,  were  80 
each  year :  Cor  the  3  laft  years,  they  did  not  exceed  6o. 
«-^The  maniages  are  from  10  to  la  in  the  year.      Th« 
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^leathsy  from  the  circumftance,  that  there  are  3  diiFerent  church- 
jards  in  the  parifli,  cau  by  no  means  be  afcertaincd. 

Churcb^  School  and  Poor. — ^Thc  living  betvixt  ftipend  and 
element  money  is  75  1.  3terling.  There  is  no  ridaal  rent. 
There  are  two  glebes  in  the  pariflit  which  might  be  Itt,  as 
the  value  of  both,  at  7  L  Sterling  a-year.  The  roanfe  was 
built  70  years  ago,  and  has  been  different  times  repaired  fince. 
The  offices  were  lately  rebuilr«  and  are  in  good  order.  The 
church  is  plaiflered,  being  finiflied  off  with  great  tafte.  The 
number  of  begging  poor  exceeds  20,  but  thefe  go  feldom  from 
the  bounds  of  this  country.  Some  times  30,  or  even  4O9  re- 
ceive a  part  of  the  public  funds.  Many  of  thefe  are  reduced 
houfeholdersy  who  would  ftarve  rather  than  beg.  When  anj 
perfon  is  reduced  by  accident,  or  fome  fevere  diffemper,  to 
poverty,  the  method  pradifed  for  their  relief,  is  by  a  general 
coUefiion  ;  and  in  juftice  to  the  people,  it  muff  be  (aid,  that 
their  liberality,  on  all  fuch  occafions,  far  exceeds  what  might 
be  expeded.  There  are  no-  other  funds  befides  the  public  col- 
ledions,  Which,  at  an  average  amount  from  10  L  to  15  i.  Ster- 
ling a-year.  Much  depends  on  the  price  of  cattle,  and  the 
fale  of  viftual,  which  is  more  or  lefs  according  to  the  feafoo. 
When  the  family  of  Grant  refide  at  Caflle  Grant,  which,  for 
fome  time  paft,  has  been  pretty  much  the  cafe,  the  colledion 
has  thereby  been  much  enlarged,  as  they  cooftantly  attend 
public  woribip,  in  all  feafons  of  the  year.  Their  beneficence 
makes  every  one  delicate  in  giving  them  trouble,  as  every  oIh 
jed  of  diftrefs,  within  their  reach,  experiences  their  charity. 

Language — The  common  people  fpeak  the  Gaelic  tongue, 
but  the  Englifb  is  the  prevailing  language,  which  they  pro- 
•lounce  with  great  propriety,  and  with  very  little  of  the  brogue. 
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111  all -the  {ijiriilifes  fou^vi^rd.from  this,  the  EngUih  alone  i* 
fpokcn  I  but  here^  both  languages  are  preached  daily.  la 
a  few  years  heiu:e,  the  Englifh  will  be  the  only  laogaagq,  as 
tbe  people  ardently  wiih  their  'children  to  read  the  fcriptures ; 
and  for  this  purpofe*  often^  in  tbe.winter,  4  or  5  fchooU  are 
Employed  at  once  in  the  pariQi  at  their  own  ezpence. 

ScbaoL — The  parochial  fcbool  is  taught  at  Cronidale.  The 
falary  is  aop  merkS|  ^id  by  the  heritors.  Tbe  emolu- 
ments of  the  fchoolmafter^  as  feflion-clerk,  with  dues  of  bap- 
tifms^  &c.  amojint  to  3  1.  or  4U  Stetliog,  belides  fchool  fees* 

^^SSiijf^M^-Grantown  is  a  village  ereSed  under  the  influence 
of  the  Grant  family,  it  being  little  more  than  ao  years,  fioce 
the  place,  where  it  ftands,  was  a  poor  rugged  piece  of  heath. 
It  now  contains  from  300  to  400  inhabitants^  fome  of  whom 
are  as  good  tradefinen'  as  any  in  the  kingdom.  ,Shoe« 
makers,  Uylors,  weavers  of  \yool,  Hnen,  and  dockings, 
blackfmiths,  Wrights,  mafons,  and  la  merchants  keep  re* 
gttlar  ihops  in  it.  There  are  2  eftablifhed  fchools.  One 
of  the  teachers  has  301.  Sterliqg  of  falary,  ezclufive  of  th<; 
emoluments  arifing  from  his  office ;  loh  of  which  he  has  by 
^ay  of  gratuity  from  Sir  James  Grant ;  10  L  as  the  intereft  of 
mortified  money,  from  the  prefbytery  of  tbe  bounds';  and  zo  U 
from  tbe  Society  for  propagating  Ghriftian  Knowledge ;  with  an 
excellent  dwelling  houfe  at  Sir  James  Grant's  expence.  The 
bojrs  are  taught  reading,  writing,  accounts,  Latin,  and  French. 
They  amount  to  from  30.  to  80,  and  they  excel  in  reading  the 
£ngliih  language  grammatically.  There  is  another  fchool  e(- 
tabliibed  in  the  town,  which  is  taught  by  a  woman.  Young 
children  to  the  number- of  30  or  40  conilantly  attend,  and  are 
not  only  initiated,  by  her  in  the  firft  principles  of  letters,  but 
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die  young  gtrk  receive,  under  her,  m  foundadon  in  the  nrU 
00s  bnmches  of  female  education.  A  brewerj  was  eftaUilh* 
ed  in  this  place  immediately  at  the  firft  building  of  it,  oa 
pnrpofe  to  keep  the  people  from  drinking  fpiritons  li^uoiSt 
and  it' continues  to  give  fitrisfiiftioo.  Two  bakers  carry  on 
the  bnfinels  of  their  ptofeffioo  with  fucceCt.  Butcher  meat, 
beefy  mutton,  pork,  &c«*  generally  fiell  at  from  %l  d.  to  3  d.  per 
pound,  fowls  at  6d.  and  7  d.  each,  butter  at  xo  s.  and  11 '• 
the  ftone,  and  cheefe  according  to  its  quality.  There  are  t9io 
or  three  public  houfes  in  it,  with  an  elegant  towo^bonk, 
covering  a  prifen,  agreeable  to  the  juiifdiftion  afil,  under  the 
fanftion  of  the  iheriff  of  the  bounds.  Though  it  has  been 
built  for  fome  years,  yet  few  have  been  confined  widiin  its 
walls,  which  fa  a  high  proof  of  the  good  behaviour  of  tbe 
people.  Grantown  is,  on  all  hands,  furroundedwithmoftex* 
edlent  mofles,  affording  peat»  of  tbe  bed  quality  ;  the  aflies 
of  which,  when  mixed  with  Klne»  make  good  manure  for  po« 
tatoes,  greent,  and  cabbages.  AH  kinds  of  roots  are  to  be  met 
with  here,  in  vaft  quantities,  and  to  as  great  perfe^on,  as  ia 
any  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  which,  from  its  former  batren  Bate, 
h  an  inconteftible  proof,  how  far  the  country  at  large  is  capt- 
ble  of  improvement. 

Jtoair,  Wagis^  Fuel^  t^r.— The  fiatefe  work  goes  on  very 
punftually,  without  the  fnlaUdl  murmur.  Stone  bridges  are 
ere&ed  over  almoft  evefy  rivulet,  either  by  the  proprietor  or 
the  county ;  and  of  courfe,  the  roads  alfe  in  the  higheft  order. 
The  wages  of  fervants  have  iacreafed,  of  late  years,  at  a  moft 
atiiawng  rate.  Six  pounds  Sterling  arc  commonly  given  to  ca- 
pable men 'fervants  in  the  year,  exclufive  of  mainteoance.  Wo« 
men  have  generally  40  s.  Sterling  of  Wages  in  the  year.  Cot- 
tersr  or  married  fervants  are  feldom  employed,  as  che  bulk  of 
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ibe  people  manage  their  farms  widi  the  help  of  their  children* 
The  high  wages  of  men  iervants  we  attribute  to  the  floating 
of  wood,  which  finds  biifinefi  for  all  our  men,  from  x6  to  6q 
years  of  age,  who,  daring  the  waun  (eaCon,  receive  from  x  s.  to 
j[  s.  d  d.  for  each  days  labour.  Fuel  is  every  where  to  be  had, 
on  eafy  terms,  and  of  the  beft  quality,  through  the  whole  of 
4his  countxy« 

TafPtfm/.— -Many  public  houfes,  by  the  general  refolutton  of 
the  counties  concerned,  have  of  late  been  fuppreffed;  and 
there  are  at  prefent  only  4,  befides  thofe  mentioned  in  Gran- 
town.  Two  of  thefe  are  on  the  turnpike  road,  for  the  accom-i 
modation  of  travellers, 

./dh/f4^0i/£f/— The  only  antiquity  in  the  pariih,  is  the  Tor* 
talix  at  Lochindorbt  where  a  thick  wall  of  mafon  work,  (20 
feet  high  even  at  this  period,  and  fuppofed  to  have  been 
much  higher,)  furrounds  an  acre  of  land  within  the  Loch,  with 
watch  towers  at  every  comer»  all  entire.  The  entrance  to 
this  place,  b  at  a  gate  built  of  freeftone,  which  has  a  gran« 
deur  in  it,  that  is  eaier  felt  than  ezpreffed.  Several  veftiges 
of  houfes  are  found  within  the  walls,  befides  thofe  of  a  church, 
which,  without  difficulty,  can  ftill  be  traced  in  the  ruins. 
Great  rafts,  or  planks  of  oak,  by  the  beating  of  the  waters 
againft  the  old  walls,  occafio^ally  make  their  appearance  $  which 
confirms  an  opinion  entertained  of  this  place,  that  it  had  been 
a  national  bufinefs,  originally  built  iipon  an  artificial  ifland* 
Tradition  lays,  and  fome  credit  is  due  to  the  report,  that  the 
particular  account  of  this  building  was  loft  in  the  days  of 
King  Edward  I.  of  England. 

CharaSer  ofthi  People,^^Thtj  are  very  indufirious,  oblige 
wgf  and  remarkable  for  nothing  fo  much  as  neatnefs  of  drefs 
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at  kirk  and  market,  agreeable  to  their  rank  in  life.  The  wo* 
men  have  long  been  diftxngniihed  among  their  neighbours  for 
making  webs,  particolarlj-thofe  of  the  woollen  kind  ;  and  for 
great  cleanlinefs  in  their  houfes,  which  were  formerly  bnilc 
of  Jedi  or  turf,  and  lined  with  wood.  But  the  pradioe  now^ 
with  all  farmers  in  eafj  ctrcumftances,  is  to  have  their  houfes 
built  of  ftone  and  lime,  with  gjafs  windows,  6t^«-  and  their 
bams  and  kiln  of  the  fame  materials^ 
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NUM^BER    XIII. 

PARISH    OF   TOUGH. 

(C^untf  and  Synod  of  Aberietn, — Prejifjttry  of  Alford^ 
By  Mr.  Alsxander  Ur^Phart. 


'  <iy^^ 


Name^  Situation^  and  Extent, 

THERE  is  no  tradition,  nor  any  record,  that  this  parilh 
has  had  any  other  name  than  its  prefent  one.  It  is 
pretty  evident,  that  it  is  of  Gaelic  extraftion.  Thofe  ikQl'd 
in  that  language  fay,  that  it  fignifies  Noribward^  or  a  place 
yvith  a  northern  expofure,  which  is  the  more  probable,  as 
there  is  a  range  of  hills,  which  run  from. the  fouth  eaft  to  the 
fouth  weft  comer  of  the  pariOi,  and  which  f<reen  it  from  the 
fouth  and  fouth  weft.  It  is  faid,  that  Towie,  the  name  o£  a 
neighbouring  parifh,  has  the  fame  iigpification,  for  which  the 
fame  reafon  may,  with  much  propriety,  be  affigned.  Both 
names  are  pronounced  in  the  Gaelic,  with  fomewhat  of  a  gut- 
tural found,  as  if  they  were  written  ^oua.  The  names  o£ 
many  of  the  farm  towns  are  purely  Gaelic*  The  parifli  is 
about  la  miles  diftant  from  Aberdeen.  Its  length  from  S« 
^o  N.  is  about  j  miles^  and  its  greateft  breadth  about  3.  •  Its 
form  yfpuld  be  alm^ft  triangular,  did  not  a  confiderable  part 
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of  the  pariih  of  Lochell  interfefl  it,  fo  as  to  divide  it  into  tvi 
^^sts^  though  rather  unequal. 

Surface^  Soil^  Climate  and  Difiafes. — ^The  general  appear- 
ance of  this  dtftrid,  can  neither  be  &id  to  be  fiat  nor  hilly* 
There  are  in  it,  feveral  rifing  grounds,  but  thej  are  moftly 
arable.  The  ridge  of  hills,  which  (heker  it  from  the  eaft, 
fottthy  and  fouth  weft,  naturally  occafion  a  pretty  large  bot- 
tom to  the  north,  where  there  is  no  intervening  hill  between  it 
and  Keig.  The  foil  is  in  general  of  a  light  nature,  in  many 
places  very  fliallow,  and  abounding  with  finall  ftones.  It  is, 
however,  in  fome  places,  particularly  in  the  fame  grounds, 
vefj  deep,  mixed  with  mofs  and  e^tremelj  fertile*  The  air 
is,  for  the  moft  part,  dry  and  healthy,  S^eral  mineral  fprings 
have  been  difcoveredf  which  all  feem  to  run  upon  iron  ore* 
They  have  not  been  tried  in  any  diilemper.  The  difeafcs 
which  are  moft  frequent,  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  parifbii 
€9,  are  of  the  acute  kind.  Many  of  the  labouring  people 
have  been  afflified  with  plenrifies ;  but  if  the  patients  are  let 
blood  in  proper  time,  they  foon  recover, 

Prodvetf  Ca'iik  and  Cubivation. — ^The  annual  crops  are  oats 
and  barley.  In  ordinary  years,  the  parifli  does  more  than  fop- 
ply  itfelf  with  provifions.  The  farmers  fend  a  good  deal  of 
meal  to  the  Aberdeen  market.  The  oats  are  generally  fowa 
between  the  middle  of  March  and  middle  of  April,  afid  the 
crop  is  generally  reaped  between  the  xft  of  September  and  the 
end  of  Odober.  There  were  lately  found  to  be  625  black 
cattle,  1 471  flieep,  and  Z13  horfes  in  this  parifh.  The  tenants 
pay  confiderable  attention  to  the  rearing  of  black  cattle ;  and 
this  attention  has  been  fufficiently  rewarded,  by  the  high  prices 
which  they  have  brought  for  feveral  years  paft.  There  arc 
37  ploughs  in  the  parifh ;  but  many  of  thefe  are  rather  infig* 
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aificanty  being  formed  by  a  jundion,  of  two  or  tbree  fmall 
crofters,  who  make  up  a  joke  among  them.  Tliere  are  52  carts, 
but  many  of  thefe  are  alfo  very  fmall.  There  are  not  above 
13  houfeholders^  that  can  properly  be  denominated  farmers.  ^ 
)f  any  of  the  farms  are  now  divided  into  fmall  partitions, 
ivhich  are  here  called  crofts,  on  each  of  which  there  is  a  houfe 
and  fiimily.  It  is  now  fo  expenfive  to  (lock  a  confiderable 
farm,  that  fettling  npon  crofts,  is  become  much  more  com- 
mon than  formerly.  Within  thefe  5  or  (  years,  two  farms 
have  been  v^ry  much  improved  by  a  rotation  of  crops.  One 
of  tbem,  the-greateft  part  of  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  pro« 
}>rietor,  has  been  improved  by  lime,  which  he  brings  froca 
Aberdeen.  About  a  fifth  part  of  thjit  farm,  was,  fome  time 
agOyletonleafe  to  an  induftrious  tenant,  who  purfues  his  land- 
lord's plan.  For  this  part,  he  pays  inbre  than  the  old  rent 
of  the  whole  farm ;  and  yet,  it  is  faid,  that  he  is  do  lofer 
by  the  bargain^  The  people  now  begin  to  be  more  feniiblfr 
of  the  advantages  refulting  from  raifing  turnips ;  and  one  may 
^(erve  a  (baall  fpot  of  them  in  the  comer  of  almoft  every 
croftiman's  field.  The  late  Mr.  Byres  of  Tonley,  was  the 
firft  who  fowed  turnips  in  the  fields  in  this  diftriA.  He  was 
alfo  the  firft  who  had  a  cart  ia  it  about  40  years  ago.  His  fon» 
the  prefient  proprietor,  has  of  late  very  much  improved  his 
eflate.  The  barren  muirs,  and  dry  foil,  are  employed  in  raif- 
ing plantations  of  fir,  which  are  alfo  inter mixedK^ith  almoft 
every  other  fpecies  of  wood  common  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try. Solbe  of  thefe  plantations  are  about  10  years  old,  and 
are  in  a  moft  thriving  condition.  They  will  not  only  add 
very  much  to  the  value  of  the  eftate,  but  alfo  to  the  beauty 
of  the  neighbourhood.  There  are  in  thefe  plantations,  threer 
natural  dens,  through  each  of  which  runs  a  fmall  rivulet. 
Through  thefe  the  firs,  larix,  birk,  and  oak,  make  a  moft  de* 
lightful  appearance.    One  of  thefe  dens  by  nature  forms  m 
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beautiful  bafon,  which  the  proprietor  has  filled  with- .wattt. 
There  are,  in  this  bafon»  3  or  4  rifiog  grounds,  which  the  wa- 
ter does  not  cover.  Thefe  are  planted  with  various  kinds  of 
wood  and  ihrubberj.  From  xnanj  points  of  view,  this  forms 
a  very  pleafing  Iheet  of  water.  The  proprietor  intends  to  put 
m  boat  upon  it,  fo  as  occafionallj  to  afford  a  pleafing  fouice  of 
amufement,  and  a  healthy  exerdife.  That  gentlenEtan,  fince 
his  return  from  abroad,  has  begun  to  put  Umei  in  cbniiderable 
quantities  on  his  arable  ground,  and  his  fchemes  of  improve* 
ment  are  profecuted  with  vigour,  fpirit  and  fuccels. 

Heritors^  Rent,  l^r.^Thoie  are  6  heritoirs,  none  of  whom 
has  refided  for  fome  jears  paft,  Mr.  Bjres  onlj  excepted.  For 
the  laft  30  years,  he  lived  chiefly  at  Rome,  where  he  was  well 
known,  and  defervedlj  efteemed,  for  his  taCftei  learning,  and 
integrity.  There  has  been  no  change  of  property  thefe  jo 
years,  except  a  very  fmall  ellate,  which  has  been  once  or  / 
twice  fold  within  that  period.  Kincrdigie  one  of  the  principal 
eftates,  was  difpofed  of  fome  years  ago  by  a  judicial  bXt ; 
but  the  proprietor  having  thrown  in  many  obje&ions  to  the 
fale,  there,  is  no  faying  hoW,  or  when  it  will  be  finally  fettled. 
The  valued  rent  of  the  parifh  is  1670 1.  14  s.  Scotoh.  The 
real  rent  does  not  much  exceed  600  1.  Sterling. 

Population. — ^It  is  thought  that  the  population  has  increafcd 
within  thefe  ao  years,  though  there  is  a  fmall  decreafe  fince 
1755*  when  the  return  to  Dr.  Webfter  amounte4  to  570 
fouls.  The  only  caufe  to  which  the  late  increafe  can  be  at- 
tributed, is,  the  fubdivifion  of  farms,  which  has  augmented 
the  number  of  fettlers.  The  whole  population,  about  12 
months  ago,  amounted  to  560.  Of  Ihefe,  there  were, — 
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This  diftrifl:  has  afforded  fome  inftances  of  longevitj.  Mr; 
-DumOy  a  proprietor  in  this  pariih,  died  about  20  jedrs  ago« 
in  the  ic6th  year  of  his  dge.  One  of  the  name  of  McGregor, 
died  in  the  Kirk  Town,  aged  105.  As  n6  regular  regiftef 
of  deaths  has  been  kept,  the  annual  average  cannot  be  afcer^i 
taincd  with  that  exa&nefis  which  could  be  wilhed  for;  but^ 
it  is  fuppofed,  it  will  not  exceed  9,  during  the  laft  ten  years* 
The  annual  average  of  births  is  about  1 5,  and  of  marriagea 
5.  The  only  diflenters  in  this  diftri&  are  Seceders,  of  the 
Burgher  perfuafion,  of  whom  there  are  117,  including  all  th« 
children  of  thofe  whofe  parents  are  Seceders  *« 

Church  and  Schoel.-^The  minifter*s  ftipend'  is  4  chalders  of 
Tidualy  one  third  bear,  and  two  thirds  meal,  and  44 1.  14  s. 
^ith  a  manfe  and  glebe  of  fix  acres.     Sir  William  Forbes  of 

Vol.  VIII.  L  1  Craigievar 

*  It  may  not  here  be  improper  to  give  fome  account  of  their  origin  in  this 
parllh.  In  the  year  1760,  the  minifter  was  defirout  to  introduce  the  new  me-^ 
thod  of  iiitging,  which  he  found  acceptable  to  many  of  his  pariihionersi  It  wai, 
however,  violently  oppofcdtby  others*  The  minifter,  notwithfti^nding,  perfifted 
io  his  dclign ;  and  thia  occafioned  a  fchifin  among  his  hearers.  The  rage  of  the 
oppoDcots  was  furious.  They  foon  began  to  think  of  revenging  themfclrci 
by  leairing  the  kirk.  When  the  party  was  fufficiently  formed,  they  built  a 
church,  and  ahoufe  for  a  minifter,  who  was  foOn  procurcil.  What  is  remark- 
able, isy  that  thefe  very  Seceders  hare. fincc  adopted  the  new  modeoffingin^ 
which  was  the  Iblc  fource  of  the  original  rupture.  Their  preient  minifter  is  the 
Crcood,  who  has  held  that  office.  He  is  a  very  fecial  good  furt  of  a  man,  and 
difcoTcrs  a  coniiderable  degree  of  moderati<^n. 
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Craigievar  is  patroOf  and  titular  of  the  teiads.  The  cbardi 
wa»  built  in  i737t  and  the  manfe  in  I75i«  A  new  fet  of  of- 
fices was  built  in  1790,  with  a  flare  roof,  the  firft  that  has 
been  fo  ^ell  finiQied  in  the  countj  of  Aberdeen.  The  heri* 
torst  howerer,  in  feveral  other  parilhes^  being  cBnvincedi 
that  this  is  bj  far  the  moft  durable,  and  confequentljt  opoo 
the  whole,  the  cheapeft  roof,  there  is  little  doubt,  when  re- 
pairs are  found  neceffarjr,  but  that  this  mode  will  be  adopt- 
ed. The  fchoolmafter*s  falarj  is  100  merks.  He  has  alfo  1 1« 
7  8.  Sterling,  paid  him  as  Seflion^Clerk.  For  feme  years  p&ft> 
the  number  of  fcholars  has  been  ytrj  fmall.  The  fees  for 
teaching  are  2  s.  6  d.  for  Latin,  i  s.  for  arithmetic,  i  8*  6  d*  for 
yeadiug  and  writii^,  and  i  s»  (m  reading. 

Poor.— -The  provifion  for  the  poor  is  fmall.  The  feffibn fund, 
Ikowever,  which  is  about  50 1.,  is  rather  increafing.  The  anou- 
fld  coUeAioas  for  their  relief,  after  dedu£Hng  the  clerk's  (alar;, 
will  be  about  6 1.  Sterling.  There  are  7  at  pn^fent  upon  the 
poor's  roll ;  but  all  of  them  are  able  to  do  fomething  for  their 
own  fupport.  Befides  the  quarterly  diftributioos  to  the  pooft 
oecafional  fupplies  are  alfo  given  to  thofe  who  fall  into  acci- 
dental diftreis.  Yearly  colleftioos  are  made  ia  all  the  pariflv- 
es  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  counties,  for  the  fupport  of 
the  Ahirdien  Infirmary, 

Inocuhttion.'^The  prejudices  of  the  people  io  this  neigh- 
bourhood, are  ftrongly  bent  againd  inoculation  for  the  fmall 
pox.  Some  months  ago,  when  the  prefent  incumbent  had 
a  child  inoculated,  one  man,  who  has  a  numerous  youDg 
family,  by  a  fecond  wife,  (his  children  of  the  firft  mar- 
riage having  fuffered  extremely  by  the  fmaU  pox,)  was  defi' 
jpotts  that  his  young  family  ihould  undergo  that  operation. 
They  were  accordingly  inoculated,  and  got  through  remark- 
ably 
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ablj  well;  but  fo  violent  were  the  prejadices  of  tbe  people^, 
chatt  it  is  faidi  feme  of  them  declared,  if_.the  inoculatedi 
children  had  died,  they  would  have  confidered  it  as  a  juft 
difpenfation  of  Providence.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that 
a  few  more  fuccefsful  ioflances,  will  have  a  tendency  to  re- 
move  fo  unfortunate  an  idea.  Above  all,^  if  the  more  dif« 
ceming  heads  of  families  were  attentively  to  read  the  Statif« 
tical  Survey,  it  might  be  of  coniiderable  fervice  to  them,  in  that 
as  well  as  in  many  other  refpeAs. 

Sitvants^  WageSj  \Sc, — There  are  only  %$  male,  and  19  fe« 
oiale  fervants  in  this  parifli.  It  wiH  no  doubt  appear  ilrange, 
that  this  number  is  fo  fmall.  Many  of  the  houfeholders  have 
foos  and  daughters,  who  affift  at  their  work ;  and  thefe  are  not 
reckoned  among  the  number  of  hired  fervants.  Many  of  tbe 
houfeholders  are  crofters,  and  they  need  no  fervants.  The 
wages  of  a  ploughman  are  about  5 1.  Sterling,  and  the  wa- 
ges of  a  female  fervanc  about  a  1.  Many  fervants  are  engaged 
only  during  the  weeks  of  the  harveft,  and  in  that  time,  a  man 
fervant  will  fometimes  receive  ll.  and  a  woman  1 1. ;  though, 
if  the  weather  be  favourable,  the  barveft  will  be  finifhed  in 
the  courfe  of  5  weeks.  The  day's  wages  of  a  labouring  man, 
are  from  t  d.  to  x  s.  without  viftuals  ;  a  taylor's  wages  6  d. 
or  7  d.  and  his  viftuals.  The  wages  of  a  common  labourer, 
when  married,  are  fcarcely  fufficient  to  enable  him  to  bring 
up  a  family.  About  20  years  ago,  a  dozen  of  eggs  fold 
for  a*penny ;  a  hen  for  4  d.  a  pound  of  butter  (a8  oz.)  at  4  d ; 
a  pound  of  beef  a  d«  All  thefe  articles  now  give,  double  the 
old  price. 

Roods, — ^The  roads  in  this  di(lri£t  are  in  a  much  better  ftate, 
than  they  have  been,  in  any  former  period.  But  there  is  ilill 
room  for  improvement  in  this  refpedlt    Some  of  the  roads  lie 
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prettj  low,  and,  being  made  on  a  clay  bottom,  tbej  become 
exceeding  deep  and  heavy  in  the  winter :  nothing  but  raifin^ 
them  very  high,  and  fpreading  plenty  of  gravel  upon  them, 
will  make  them  tolerable  in  that  feafon.  The  ftate  of  the 
rpadsy  has  lately  employed  the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  of 
property  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  parilhes;  and,  they 
fcem  to  be  thoroughly  convinced,  that,  without  good  roads, 
the  improvement  of  their  eftates  muft  proceed  very  flowlj. 
A  plan  and  eftimate  of  a  road,  (without  a  pull  in  it,)  from 
this  place  to  Aberdeen,  was,  fome  weeks  ago,  given  in  to  a 
meeting  of  landed  gentlemen.  The  plan  and  edimate  have 
met  with  their  approbation,  and  thofe  moft  interefled  in  thh 
bufinefs,  have  fubfcribed  $o  per  cent  of  their  valued  rent,  (o 
that  it  is  to  be  hpped,  this  plan  will  foon  be  executed.  Tbc 
ilatute  labour  is  generally  commuted* 

Fuel^  ijc. — ^The  fuel  principally  ufed  in  this  diftrift,  is  peats 
and  turf,  which  are  in  great  plenty,  of  a  good  quality,  and 
eafily  procured ;  the  moft  remote  parts  being  only  about  i} 
miles,  and  many  not  half  a  mile  from  the  mofs.  This  may 
be  reckoned  one  of  the  principal  advantages  of  the  parilh* 
Another  is,  that  thofe,  who  live  at  the  foot  of  the  bills 
already  mentioned,  may  keep  a  number  of  fheep,  which 
need  no  fhepherd ;  and  this  is  a  coniiderable  faving  to  the 
farmer, 

jlnttqnities. — Little  can  be  faid,  with  certainty,  under  the 
article  of  Antiquities.  There  was  a  (hilling  of  Queen  EUia- 
beth  found  fome  years  ago  in  a  mofs,  at  no  great  diftancc 
from  the  place  where  the  battle  of  Alford  was  fought,  be- 
tween Bailly  and  Montrofe.  It  is  faid,  Bailly*^  men  fled 
through  this  mofs,  and  that  fome  of  them  were  byricd  in  it. 
It  has,  perhaps,  been  there  ever  fince.     Seme  time  ago,  a  hu- 
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nmnbodj,  and  a  fword,  were  found  near  th'e  fame  fpor* 
Hard  bj  this  mofs,  there  is  a  fpot  of  ground,  called  the  hleedy 
fauldsy  where  it  is  probable  the  flaughter  has  been  verj  con« 
fiderable  in  the  chace.  Near  the  fame  place,  on  the  brow  of 
a  hill,  there  is  a  large  ilone  (landing  perpendicular,  about  ef- 
fect round,  and  laf  high,  which  evidently  appears  to  have 
been  brought  there  by  human  induftry.  Beneath  it,  tradition 
fays,  that  one  of  Macbeth's  fons  is  interred.  However  this 
may  be,  there  are  pretty  evident  marks  of  Macbeth  having 
been  in  this  part  of  the  country.  There  are  the  remains  of 
an  encampment,  near  the  Kirk  of  Lumphannan,  where,  it  is 
faid,  he  and  his  army  defended  themfelves  for  a  confiderable 
time.  Near  this  camp,  the  country  people  (hew  where  he  fell, 
and  the  cairn  under  which  be  is  buried.  There  are  two  or 
three  large  cairns  which  have  never  been  opened ;  and  there 
are  feveral  Druidxcal  Temples  in  this  diftrid.  One  on  a  hill 
about  1  miles  from  the  ohurch|  ftill  retains  the  name  of  tht 
Old  Kirk  of  Tough. 

Difadvantages, — Some  vcftiges  of  the  feudal  fyRem  are  ftiB 
difcemible  in  this  diftrid.  Several  of  the  tenants  are  bound 
to  perform  certain  fervices  to  the  landlord.  It  ought,  howi* 
ever  to  be  remarked,  that  this  difadvantage,  or  rather  hard^ 
ihip,  is  by  no  means  peculiar  to  the  parifli,  but  common' to 
all  in  the  neighbourhood ;  but  fuch  is  the  moderation  of  tht 
proprietors  here,  that  thefe  fervices  are  not  often  ezaded,  and 
never  with  rigour.  But  the  principal  local  difadvantage, 
which  the  pariih  labours  under,  is  its  diftance  from  lime,  nonb 
being  nearer  than  Aberdeen.  Limeflone  has  indeed  been  dif- 
^covered  in  the  partfli,  but  when  fire  was  applied,  it  all  run  in- 
to large  lumps.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that,  by  future  trials, — by 
i'^SZ^^Z  deeper  in  the  rock,  it  may  yet  turn  out  to  good  $o- 
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coont*    It  would  be  an  Invaluable  fonrce  of  Improvement  t% 
this  diftriA,  particularlj  if  coals  were  got  duty  free. 

CharaOer^  l^c— The  people  are  in  general  very  i&duftrit 
0U8,  fragal,  humane,  and  obliging.  Their  morab  a^  thought 
to  be  ftri&er  now  than  40  or  50  years  ago»  Even  the  Sece- 
ders  have  loft  a  great  deal  of  that  fiery,  intemperate  zeal| 
which  fo  ftrongly  marked  their  chara&er,  about  the  time  o( 
their  firft  fetdement  in  this  parifli*  There  is  no  inftance,  in 
the  memory  of  man,  of  any  individual  being  banilhed  or  capi« 
tally  convifted.  The  general  fixe  of  the  people  is  about  5 
feet  8  inches*    There  are  feme  individuals  about  fix  £eet« 

Mi/cettaneous  Ohfervations* — ^The  principal  manufafture,  in 
this  and  the  neighbouring  pariihes,  is  the  knitting  of  ftock* 
sags.  In  this  the  females  are  conftantly  employed,  eicept 
during  the  weeks  of  harveft.  In  the  year  1782  and  X78j« 
great  fcarcity  prevailed,  and  had  not  a  confiderable  qoantitj 
of  peafemeal  been  procured  from  abroad,  and  fent  to  this 
country  from  Aberdeen,  many  of  the  inhabitants  muft  havo 
lieen  in  danger  of  perifiiing*  It  ought,  however,  to  be  rtv 
marked,  that  the  women  did  fo  much  extra  work,  by  koit* 
ting  ftockings,  and  the  men  by  building  dykes,  that  they 
earned  double  the  fum  they  ufually  gain  in  the  (tune  time;  fo 
that  the  lofs  they  faftained  was  not  great,  and  the  icardty 
was  but  little  felt.— There  are  two  or  three  tippling  honfes 
in  the  parifli,  which  have  an  evident  tendency  to  corrupt  the 
morals  of  the  people.  A  good  inn,  for  the  accommodstion 
pf  travellers,  is  much  wanted  ;  and,  it  is  prefumed,  a  proper 
ion-keeper  would  meet  with  good  encouragement,  as  the  pubi 
lie  road,  from  Aberdeen  to  Strath«don  and  the  adjacent  cooof 
try^  paiTes  through  this  pariOi. 

No.  XIV. 
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No.  XIV. 
TOWN  AND  PARISH  OF  STIRLING. 

^County  and  PreJbyterJuof  Stirling. — Synod  of  Perth  and  Stir* 


£j  the  Rev,  Mr.  James  Sommerville,  one  of  the  Minifiert  of 

that  Howum 


Origin  qf  the  Name. 

THE  town  and  pariih  of  Stirling  have  the  fame  name. 
In  all  records  of  any  antiqui^,  it  is  written  StryveUne^ 
or  Stryvelmg ;  and  it  is  conje&ured  to  hare  derived  this  name 
from  the  Scotch  word^ryve^  becaafe  of  the  frequent  conteo- 
tions  about  the  pofleflion  of  it,  which  arofe  among  the  difier« 
enC  clans,  in  the  dajs  of  ancient  feud  and  barbarifm.  This, 
however,  is  mere  conjedure,  as  all  dilquilitions  about  the 
origin  of  names  gederallj  are*  Buchanan  and  other  Latin  au« 
thors  uniformalljr  call  it  Sterlinum.  The  town's  ancient  feal 
has,  on  one  fide,  a  crucifix  erefied  on  a  bridge,  with  this  in* 
fcription,  Uic  armii  Bruti^  Scotijlant  hac  cruce  tuti.  On  the 
re^erfe  is  a  fortalice,  furrounded  with  trees,  with  the  infcrzp- 
tion,  Continet  hoc  nemus  et  caftrum  Strivilenfe.  The  town  has 
another  feal,  which  contains  the  arms,  vix*  A  Wolf  upon  a 
rocky  infcribed  Oppidum  Sterlini, 

Entent, 
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Exteiitf  Ms. — The  partfli  of  Stirling  is  chiefly  confined  td 
the  town.  The  whole  land  in  it  does  not  exceed  200  acres. 
The  caftle,  with  the  conftabularj,  by  which  is  meant  a  fmall 
portion  of  land,  formerly  annexed  to  the  office  of  conftable, 
are  not  reckoned  in  the  parifli  of  Stirling.  As  little  are  the 
Royal  Domains,  or  King's  park.  They  are  exempted 
from  all  parochial  afTeflTment,  and  are  in  the  pariih  only  fuoad 
Jacra^  and  that  only  fince  the  chaplain  ceafed  to  officiate,  or 
refide  in  the  caftle.  Tlie  landward  ffttt  of  the  parifli  lies  be« 
tween  the  town  and  the  Forth.  It  extends  along  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  river,  from  Kildean,  about  a  mile  above  the  bridge 
of  Stirling,  to  the  eaft  of  the  town,  with  fome  parks  on  t»e 
the  fouth  of  it.  Thefe  lands,  on  an  average,  sire  rented  at 
50  8.  per  acre.  The  fmall  village,  called  the  Ahhty^  which 
occupies  the  placcwhere  the  celebrated  Abbacy  of  Cambaf* 
kenneth  once  flood,  and  which  is  fituated  in  a  northern  link 
of  the  Forth,  eaft  from  Stirling,  has  hitherto,  along  with  the  ba- 
xony  of  Cumbulkenneth,  in  which  it  is  fituated,  been  reckoned 
part  of  the  pariih  of  Stirling.  What  gave  rife  to  this  arrange- 
ment  is  not  known,  unlefs  it  was,  that  the  fervants  belonging 
to  the  Abbacy  worfliipped  in  Stirling  ;  or  that  the  Canons, 
Monks  or  Friars  of  that  monaflery,  performed  divine  fervicc, 
m  the  church  of  Stirling,  and  formed  a  kind  of  connexion 
which  continued  to  fubfift  after  the  reformation.  One  thing 
is  certain,  that  it  has  fubfifted  ;  for  there  is  a6tually  a  feat  in 
the  church  of  Stirling,  allotted  for  the  inhabitants  of  that  vil- 
lage ;  and  it  appears,  that  an  elder  from  it  has  fat  in  the  fef- 
fion  of  Stirling,  almoft  uniformly  fince  the  year  1559.  ^^ 
liarony  of  Cambufkenneth  pays  a  part  of  the  ftipend  of  the 
firft  minifter  of  Stirling ;  but  it  is  fubjcA  to  poor's  rates  in 
the  parifli  of  Logic,  and  to  the  jurifdidion  of  the  flieriff  o£ 
Clackmannan.  The  commiflary  of  Stirling  alfo  exercifes  his 
jnrifdiaion  over  it,  as  a  part  of  the  parifli  of  Stirling ;  and 

the 


of  Stirling.  ay^ 

t&e  cotemiflaty  of  Dumblane  exercifes  his  jurifdifiion,  as  ly- 
ing within  the  pariih  of  Logie. 

Climate  and  Ldngevitj^.'^Tht  fittiatioii  elf  Stirling  is  alfo 
i'eckoaed  very  healthy.  The  height  of  the  rock,  on  which 
it  (lands,  above  the  level  of  the  flat  carfe  groundsi  no  donht 
coDCiibBtes  mnch  to  this  efied.  Epidemical  difeafes  are 
fcarce^  kdown.  ^  At  this  very  time  there  are  four  or  five  perr 
fons  in  Stirling  above  90.  The  Croups  or  Cynaucbe  Trachea^ 
lis  *,  feems  to  be  moft  fistal  to  children ;  the  afthma  and  pal^ 
to  old  age* 

Burgb  of  Sttrliug^m^ixxtWng  is  allowed  to  be  a  pUce  of  con>* 
fiderable  antiquity*  Buchanan  mentions  it  again  and  again, 
fo  early  as  the  9th  century,  but  gives  no  defcription  of  it : 
and  to  throw  any  light  upon  this  fubjeft^  from  the  town's 
charters^  is  impoi&b]e«  The  moft  ancient  of  thefe  reoords  is 
granted  by  King  Alexandv  I*  and  is  dated  at  Kincardine,  the 
tSth  of  Augttft,  in  the  Z2th  year  of  his  reign ;  whereas  there  . 
is  reafon  to  believe,  that  Stirling  had  been  incorporated  long 
before^  as  the  charter  of  Al£!xander  is  not  a  charter  of  ere&ion, 
but  only  confers  fome  additional  privileges  on  the  burghers 
and  freemen.  Alexander  the  I.  who  granted  this  charter, 
alcended  the  throne  anno  1x07^  and  reigned  17  years*  It 
therefore  bears  date  in  ziao.  About  the  middle  of  the  zath 
centoiy,  it  would  appear  to  have  become  a  place  of  royal  rc« 
fideace.  David  I.  kept  his  court  at  it^  probably  that  he 
might  be  near  to  the  Abbacy  of  Cambulkenneth,  which  he 
founded  anno  zi47,  and  on  which  he  lavifhed  many  marks 
of  his  favour.    He  brought  the  canons  of  that  mooaftery  from 
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*  Tbb  b  a  dUctfe  of  the  GktHt^  Laryme^  or  upfkr  pift  of  tlie  Traebea^  ttteaded 
MKhhoarfeoeft,  and  a  pecnlJar  whixxing  found  Ui  inipiration,  sod  a  fliriB  ringing 
lb«Dd  in  ffcakiag  and  cooghiqg,  at  if  the  noifo  came  from  •  brtfen  tube.  It  leW 
dom  attacks  childrfo  More  they  ate  wes&cd,  or  after  xi  yean  of  age« 
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the  neighbourhood  of  Arrasi  in  the  countj  of  Aftois.  !« 
ancient  charters,  they  fabfcrib&theaifelTes  Abbatu  di  Stryw' 
ling^  Alexander  Miln,  Abbot  of  that  place,  was  the  firft 
Prefident  of  the  Court  of  Sefibn,  inftituted  bj  James  V.  anno 
153a,  The  Abbacy  how  belongs  to  Cowan's  Hofpiul  i« 
Stirling,  having  beea  purchafed  from  the  predece&rs  of  Mr. 
Erlkine  of  Aloa,  on  whom  the  property  of  Ihefe  lands  vis 
conferred  at  the  reformation.  It  is  probaUe,  that  Stirling 
grew  to  its  prefent  fize,  very  foom  after  it  became  the  tempo- 
rary refidenc^  of  royalty ;  and,  from  the  moft  accurate  atten- 
tion to  its  fituation  and  clrcumflances,  it  may  be  coodudedto 
have  undergone  very  little  change,  either  in  fize,  or  in  the 
number  of  its  inhaUtantSi  for  the  laft  600  years^  till  very 
lately.  But  to  give  an  accoaot  of  tbe  antiquities  of  Stirling, 
however  defirabte,  would  only  be  to  wander  into  a  kbyrinth 
ofconjedure.  Mr.  Nimmo,  in  his  hifiory  of  Stif&gflu^r 
has  faid  all  upon  this  fubjed,  that  can  be  fiated  with  uiy  dc' 
gree  of  certainty.  There  is  no  regular  aniuil,  or  regifter,  re- 
fpeding  it,  previous  to  the  middle  of  the  15th  century;  vA 
the  only  one  that  reaches  back  to  that  period,  or-  near  it,  is 
the  regifter  of  fafines,  commeneing  in  1473.  '^^  council 
records  commence  in  1597* 

Situation  and  Improvements. ^^ht  fituatioft  of  Stirling  is  ro- 
mantic, Kaifed  on  a  rock  in  the  middle  of  an  extenfive  plain, 
in  the  near  neighbourhood  of  a  winding  river,  which  fecnts 
unwilling  to  part  from  it ;  qnd,  having  the  full  view  of  fineljr 
cultivated  fields,  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  fifing  woodHandSi  and 
on  the  north  by  the  Ochil  hills,  it  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  imagine 
any  landfcape  mare  beautiful  or  piAurefque.  Added  to  its 
fituation,  which  is  fingularly  beautifuli  it  has  of  late  received 
many  improvements,  exceedingly  conducive  both  to  the  com- 
fort and  conveniency  of  the  inhabitants*  Water  has  beea 
brought  from   a  confiderable  diftaace  to  f apply  the  town. 

Commodious 
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Commodious  (cbpol  houfcs,  ia  airy  fituationsy  and  a  (paclous 
narket  pleoci  have  been  9re&ed  within  thefe  few  years.  A 
noUe  walk  along  the  fummit  of  the  rock,  at  the  very  root  of 
the  fouth  wall,  from  the  one  end  of  the  town  to  the  other, 
ihaded  from  the  fun  by  a  flielvlng  thicket  of  fine  thriving 
trees,  has  been  lately  finiihed  at  a  conSderable  expence. 
This  walk,  which  is  perhaps  the  fineft  thing  of  the  kind,  that 
any  place  can  boaftof,  was  begun,  anno  1723,  by  a  Mr.  Edmon** 
fiotm  of  Cambos*Wallaoe,  and  finiflied  only  in  the  year  I79Z« 
under  the  patronage  o£  the  prefent  magiftrates.  Much  Uow« 
£ver,  as  has  been  done  to  improve  the  beauty  of  Stirling,  a 
great  deal  ftill  remains  to  be  done.  The  ca&lc  and  Gowaa 
HiMs,  which  admit  of  great  improvement,  and  which  coul4 
no  way  hurt  the  fortrefs,  though  improved  to  the  utmoft, 
remain  like  all  other  government  property,  as  barren,  rugged, 
and  negleftcdf  as  if  the  Item  Genius  of  the  north  had  iaid, 
JLet  tbem  never  be  touched  bji  the  hand  of  Art  or  Jndufirym 

From  an  attentive  obfervation  of  the  groynds  on  which 
Stirling  ftands,  and  from  the  bed  traditional  accounts,  Stir- 
ling lieems  to  have  been  neither  much  increafed  nor  diminifh,- 
ed,  for  feveral  centvries.  The  court  raifed  it  to  its  prefent 
fizie.  When  that  was  withdrawn,  aeceflity  ftimulated  to  in- 
duiby  and  kept  it  up.  It  was  ereAed  into  a  royal  burgh, 
probably  as  hx  back  as  the  middle  .of  the  9th  century.  It 
holds  the  fifth  place  in  the  rank  of  royal  burghs,  and  was 
one  of  the  Ctirut  quatuor  burgorum^  a  court  which  gave  birth 
to  the  prefent  Convmiiian  of  Bvrghu  The  jealous  and  cqn- 
tra&ed  fpirit  of  incorforationt  ever  tenacious  of  ancient  cuf- 
toma,  and  hoftile  to  all  novelty  and  invention,  nay,  expul- 
five  of  the  enterprifing  ftranger,  has  kept  the  inhabitants  of 
Stirling  trudging  on  in  the  routine  of  their  great»great-grand- 
fathen,  as  it  mull  ever  do  thofe  of  ail  places,  where  improve^ 
meat  is  not  forced,  by  peculiarly  advantageous  local  circum-* 
ftaoces. 
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Set  or  Confiiiution  of  the  Bttrgh^^^Tht  towo-towiotl  codSH^ 
of  az  mfsmbersi  14  of  whom  tte  meichuitSy  and  7  trade&nai^ 
viz.  a  provofti  4  bailiest  adeaii  of  guild,  a  treafnrer,  7  toer- 
cbant  couofellorsy  and  7  deacons  of  trade.  Befides  the  oidU 
nary  ]urifili£lion  in  civil  caufea,  which  is  common  to  the  ma- 
giftrates  of  all  royal  borooghSi  and  to  the  Iheriffs  of  connties, 
the  magifirates  of  this  town  have  alfo  an  eztenfive  crimiaal 
jurifdi&ion,  conferred  upon  them  by  their  charters,  eqnal  to 
the  power  of  Sheriffs,  within  their  territories.  Prior  fo  the 
year  1781,  the  old  council  defied  the  new  one,  ix  members 
at  leaft  of  the  old  council  being  changed  yearly.  Six  of  the 
7  trades  feot  a  leet  of  4,  and  the  bakers  a  leet  of  8  to  the 
council,  who  had  power  to  put  a  negative  upon  the  one  faiU 
of  each  leet.  Each  incorporation  chofe  one  out  6f  the  re- 
mainder, as  their  reprefentative  in  cpunciU  The  borgli 
having  been  di&franchifed  in  Z775,  by  a  fentenceof  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  confirming  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Seffion,  hii 
Majefty  was  pleaftd,  in  1781,  to  reftore  it  to  its  privileges  of 
deftion,  by  bis  poll  warrant,  in  whicA  he  made  the  fdlowing 
alterations  on  the  fet.  The  guildry  company  of  morchaats,  so- 
nudly  deft  4  members  of  the  new  council. -^The  ttmdesichoofe 
their  7  reprefentatives,  without  fending  leets :  only  the  old 
counfel  previoufly  declares  4  of  the  old  deacons  incapable  of 
being  re-defted  for  the  enfoing  year.  And  there  are  fiiU  at 
leaft  deven  of  the  old  council  changed  yearly.  By  the  new 
fet,  as  well  as  the  old,  the  provoft,  bailies,  treafurer  and  cod- 
vener,  cannot  be  continued  in  their  offices  more  than  a  jears 
at  a  time.  Tlie  dean  of  guild  being  now  chofen  by  the  com- 
pany of  merchants,  is  nece&rily  changed  yearly.  The  trades 
incorporated  by  royal  charter  are,  the  bakers,  weavers,  ham- 
mermen, flunners,  butchers,  tailors  and  flxoemakers.  The 
sndtmen,  barbers,  and  other  profeffions,  have  no  reprefeota- 
tive  in  council,  nor  any  royd  charter,  but  only  afts  of  erec- 
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tion  from  the  town*coancil,  about  the  year  X72O9  or  betwixt 
1720  and  1730.  Each  perfon,  upon  entering,  pays  %h  as. 
6  d«  to  the  funds  of  the  burgh,  befides  what  he  pays  to  tl\ofis 
•f  his  own  fisciety  or  incorporation. 

PMCuliar  X^w.— There  is  a  remarkable  bye^Iaw  of  this  com^ 
IBunity,  made  in  1695,  which  the  members  of  council  muft 
aqnuaUy  t^e  an  oath  to  obferve.  By  it  they  bbd  them^ 
ielvea,  to  take  no  leafe  of  any  part  of  the  public  property, 
pnder  their  management,  nor  to  purchafe  any  part  of  it; 
neither  to  receive  any  gratification  out  of  the  public  funds, 
under  pietence  of  a  reward  for  their  trouble^  in  going  about 
the  affiurs  of  the  borough,  or  of  the  hofpitals  founded  in  it. 
By  this  bye-law,  alfo,  a  board  of  auditors  is  defied  annually, 
for  infpefting  the  piiUic  accounts,  confifting  of  a  members 
chofen  by  th^  merchants  at  large,  and  2  chofen  in  like  manner 
by  the  feven  royal  inporporationSf 

Cafikf  (jf.«— None  can  tell,  when  the  cafile  was  built,  any 
ffiore  than  the  town.  Even  the  bridge,  which  is  doubtleis  a 
w(»rk  of  much  later  date,  has  no  memorial  of  the  date  of  its 
ereftion.  The  whole  town  ftands  upon  a  rock,  ftretching 
from  N»  E«  to  S.  W. ;  and,  with  the  caftle,  fituated  on  the 
utmoft  prominence  of  the  rock,  towards  the  north*  very 
much  refiBHibles  the  ridge  pn  which  the  high  ftreet  and 
caftle  of  Edinburgh  are  fituated.  Several  of  the  houfes  ia 
Stirling,  now  ftanding,  are  doubtleis  of  very  ancient  date. 
In  one,  which  was  lately  tak^  dqwn,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
broad  ftreet,  there  was  a  ftone  marked  Wll^^^Mat^s  Wori^  ^ 
large  and  aukward  edifice,  was  begun  by  the  Earl  of  that 
name,  anno  1570,  while  he  was  regent  of  Scotland,  but  ne» 
yer  Qniihed.  The  tenement,  called  ArgyWs  Lodgings  was  built 
partly  ia  the  y^  l§i1%  by  iUezander,  Vifcount  of  Stir* 
liog. 

Cburcbtt^ 
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Cbwrchts^  C/r.^*The  weft  charch  and  Cower  were,  it  is  falJ^ 
ereAed  in  the  time  of  Alexander.  Ill,  pr  at  leaft  not  later  than 
the  year  24949  whea  probably  James  V«  caufed  it  to  be  built, 
for  tlie  accommodation  of  fome  Francifcan  Friars,  whom  he 
had  brought  into  this  country,  and  fettled  in  a  conTent,  almoft 
contiguous  to  this  church*  It  has  no  date  upon  it,  snd 
though  of  very  beautiful  architeAure,  it  is  now  fo  much 
under  ground,  and  fo  low  roofed,  that  no  reparation  can  erer 
render  it  a  comfortable  place  of  worfhip.  Indeed,  it  has  been 
▼ery  little  employed  for  that  purpofe  fince  the  reformstioB, 
unlefs  during  the  few  years  that  Mr.  Ebenezer  Erikine  pretcb- 
ed  in  it,  when  the  people  of  Stirling  chofe  to  have  a  third 
sninifter.  The  eaft  church',  the  prefent  place  of  worfhipi  was 
cre&ed  by  Cardinal  Beaton,  and  is  a  more  fplendid  and  msg- 
nificent  fabric,  but  is  very  little  accommodated  to  the  pnrpofes 
of  Preftyterian  worfhip*  It  would  need  to  be  almoll  totally 
altered  and  repaired,  to  render  it  either  elegant  or  convenient. 
The  abfurd  pretence  of  its  area  being  private  property,  held 
on  no  better  fecurity,  than  the  gift  or  conveyance  of  the  kirk- 
feffion,  (fome  of  the  pofiefTors  indeedfound  upon  grants  from  the 
town-council,  for  fome  trifling  confideration)  is  the  great  hin- 
drance to  this  moft  neceffary  reparation.  The  area  of  the 
churches  ought  never  to  be  the  property  of  any  but  the  com- 
munity at  large.  Common  fenfe,  as  well  as  religioni  dic- 
tates that  the  poor  Ihould  have  an  opportuni^  df  hearing  the 
gofpel  as  well  as  the  rich. 

EccJefiaftical  Hijiory — ^The  charge  of  Stirling  was  roado 
collegiate  in  the  year  1651.  Previous  to  that  period,  weiind 
a  Mr.  Robert  Montgomery,  a  Mr.  Patrick  Simpfon,  and  a  Mr. 
Henry  Guthrie  minifters  of  Stirling.  Montgomery  was  de- 
pofcd  by  the  aflemUy,  for  a  fimoniacal  compaA  with  the  Duke 
of  Lennox,  about  ^the  biihopriGk  of  O]a%ow.  Mr.  Henry 
Guthrie  was  afterwards  bifliop  of  Dunkeld,  and  wrote  '^  Me- 

nioits 
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•*  mom  of  Scottifli  aflrairs,.froin  16^7  tothe  death  of  Charles  I." 
It  appears  from  the  council  records^  that  this  Mr.  Gnthrie^ 
after  his  removal  from  Stirling^  refided.  at  KiUpindie*  There 
he  probablj  wrote  his  memoirs;  la  r66i,  after  the  death  of 
James  Guthrie,  the  eooncil  fent  fcyeral  deputations  to  invitt 
him  back  to  his  charge  in  Stirling  ;  but  he  declined  it|  on  ac- 
count of  bad  health.  Mr.  Nimmo  meotious  anoliher  Mr« 
Henrf  Guthrie,  who  was  executed  in  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  on  account  of  his  adivitj  in  oppofing 
the  meafures  of  the  court.  But  this  certainly  was  the  cele- 
brated Mr.  James,  who  was  beheaded  in  the  jear  x66f ,  and 
who  was  miniiler  of  Stirling  at  that  period,  along  with  a  Mr. 
Dayid  Bennet.  There  are  fome  of  the  laid  James's  books, 
with  the  chair  in  which  he  iat,  ftill  in  the  manfe  of  Stirling. 
In  the  council  records,  a  Mr.  John  Allan  is  mentioned  as  prior 
So  Mr.  Bennet  \ 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Erflune  was  fettled  3d  minifter  in  1731, 
where  he  continued,  till  he  was  depofed  by  the  General  Af- 
fembly  in  17$^*  Upon  this,  Mr.  £rikinc,  and  three  of  his  bre^ 

thren, 

"  *  Bj  aft  of  ooaBd]  a.  Febmirf  1663* Mr.  Andrew  K7iiiiier,niixiifta  «f  Baft 
Caider,  wsm  called  and  coHatcd  hj  tbfc  biih«p  of  Edinburgh  as  minifter,  alotta 
with  Mr.  Matthiaa  Sin^fim,  who  iuccecded  Mr.  Bennet.  In  1665,  Mr.  Jamea 
Forfyth  wai  firft  minifter.  In  1668,  Mr.  Patrick  Murray  was  made  id.  minifter* 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Kynnier  who  had  died  in  1664.  But  from  the  public  confu- 
fioo  of  that  jwriod,  the  vacanqr  was  not  fooner  fupplted.  An  aA  of  aid  January 
i676,appoiat8  acemmiffioacrto  ^  to  Edinbufgh  or  St.  Andrews,  to  fpeak  to  the 
acchbilkop  of  8t«  Andrews,  and  pfier  u  him  the  pcrfon  whom  thft  council  hat 
chofiea  to  ba  firft  miniftor  of  this  burgh  «  and  to  deal  with  his  Grace  effcduall^ 
thereaoent*    The  minifter's  name  is  not  mentioned. 

An  Aa  IS  recorded  9th  Anguft  1679,  anent  fapplying  the  vacancy  of  the  lir 
charge,  by  the  death  of  Dr.  WilHam  Fearfone. 

aStb  Augaft  S679,  Mr.  fohn  Munra  u  pnlentedby  the  ConneiL 

On  (he  loth  June  2682,  Mr.  James  Hunter  minifter  at  Donying,  is  chofen  ' 
%d  minifter,  in /00m  of  Mr.  Patrick  Murray  dcceafed. 

FnssM  tUafanods  to'ihe  1694*  there  Is  no  mention  of  the  minifters  of  Stirling 
Sd  the  recaads.  Fram  the  1^4,  we  have  Mefirs.  Hobcrt  Rule,  John  Force&er, 
JaACS  Briftvie,  Archibald  M'Aslay,  Charles  Mvtr,  and  Alexander  Hamilton 


threoi  Mr.  Wilfon  of  Perth,  Mr«  Alexander  Moncrieff  A 
Abemediyy  and  Mr.  James  Fiflier  of  Kinclaveo,  feccded  from 
the  church  of  Scotla,^d,  and  ftiled  themfdves  thi  Affhaaiii 
Breihrtn.  About  the  jear  1744,  feme  feroplea  were  fuggeft- 
cd  to  thefe  brethren,  diea  formed  into  a  fynod,  with  others 
who  had  acceded  to  them,  about  the  Mwrg$ft  Chut,  bj  Mr. 
Moncriefl^  which,  in  1748,  produced  a  fiefaifm  among  tbem. 

At  the  head  of  the  Affi>eiate  Synod  renudned  Mr*  Ebenezer 
Erikine,  and  at  the  head  of  the  other  party,  Who  caUed  tbetn- 
jielves  Antiborghers,  appeared  Mr.  Adam  Gibb.  Mr.  GiU 
excommunicated  Mr.  Erikine  and  his  aflbciatea.  The  ezcep* 
tionable  daufe  in  the  burgds  oath  runs  thus  :  **  Here  I  pro- 
*«  teft  before  God  and  your  Lordfliips,  that  I  profefiT  and  al- 
**  low  with  my  heart,  the  true  religion  prtfently  profeffed 
**  within  this  realm,  and  authorifed  by  the^laws  theieof ;  I 
*'  ihall  abide  thereat  and  defend  the  fiune  to  my  life's  eod, 
'*  renouneing  the  Roman  reKgion,  called  Papiftry,** 

The  Antiburghers  dteieed,  that  it.was  inconfiftent  with  the 
principles  of  the  Seceffion,  to  fwear  an  attachment  to  the  ef* 
tabliihed  religion,  after  having  deferted  it  on  account  of  its 
corruptions.  The  aboTC  burgeis  oath  was  uiied  at  Perth.  Is 
Stirling,  there  never  was  a  word  aboi^t  reHgi#n  in  it,  until 
Ibme  few  years  ago,  the  following  claufe  was  introduced,  at 
the  dcfire  of  fome*  of  the  Aiiitiburghers,  to  fcreen  them  from 
the  cenfure  of  their  minifter  and  feilion.  **  I  fwcar  to  be  a 
*^  a  faithful  bargefs  to  the  burgh  of  Stirling,  to  obey  the  ma- 
*'  giftrates  thereof,  and  town  officets  having  their  hwfol 
**  commands,"  The  additional  claufe  follows  :  '^  fii  tnattm 
^*  purely  cml^fofar  as  agreeabk  to  the  word  of  God* 

Since  the  depofition  of  Mr.  Erikine,  the  third  charge  of 
Stirling;  has  never  been  filled  *•    It  was  allowed  to  AH  into 

difofe 

*  From  the  X738,  Mr.  Thoaau  Tuxaer,  Mr.  Dinlel  Mkcqneen,  ^  ^^* 
J<lm  Mttfchet,  aa  the  firft  du^.     Thonat  delaiidf  TbemM  t»o^» 


Ilif  Stirling.  281 

iakk  \xj  die  prdbjterj.  Whether  the  affembly  gave  Aeir 
ijuiftioo  to  this,  18  itiicertaiii.  A  manfe  was  bequeathed  to 
the  minifler  of  the  iirft  ehatge,  diiring  the  kft  centorj,  bj  a 
Colooel  Ebicoiho,  who  was  a  native  of  iStirlingt  and  who^  a£. 
ter  tifing  to  rank  and  aiBuence*  as  a  fiddier  of  fortune,  gave 
this  teftimbn  j  of  refpeft  to  the  place  of  his  nativity.  The  ad 
iniiii^t  has  no  matde.  Thej  have  each  of  tiiedi  tzel.  of 
fiipdid.  The  ftipend  of  the  ift  minifter  is  paid  ont  of  die 
tiends;  and  eoUeded  bj  die  town,  in  eode^nelice  of  an  agree* 
sneot  betwixt  the  minifter  and  town  to  that  effeft;  ^tlie  fti« 
pend  of  die  id  is  paid  by  die  town,  from  aft  impoft  on  die 
inak  grbmnd  at  the  town  mill*  The  thaplasniy  of  the  catk, 
procnred  thtongh  the  intereft  of  the  town,  is  vefted  in  the 
firft  jhihifter  only,  dnxing  li&« 

5(ri(eoiSr^— At  the  graintnar  fchbol,  which  has  two  teachers, 
a  refior  and  nflier,  70  boys,  (te  an  average^  are  educated  aii- 
Jioally.  The  preient  reftor^  Dr.  iDoig,  si  man  of  diftiiigiiifh* 
ed  aninence  in  his  pcoftffion^  is  growing  op  in  years,  and 
dedines  the  trooble  of  boaxdeia,  otherwile  the  iehool  might 
be  mote  atimerous*  At  the  frntiny  fchool,  the  tiiimber  of 
Jcbolars  is  anntiaUy  about  100.  Them  aie  two  efttUiflied 
w«yi;fli  teachers,  and  a  teacher  in  Allan's  hofpital,  permitted 
by  die  town,^  to  receive  £ngliih  icholars,  who  may  have  un^ 
dflr  dieir  care  ahnnally,  about  aoo  children.  The  fidary  of 
tbe  xedor  is  40!.  yearly,  and  a  hoole*  Theother  teaehers 
ba«e  from  aoL  to  joL  Sterlmg  annual  falary. 

Pofulaiiin. — About  40  years  ago,  it  is  (aid,  fcarcdy  any 

houie  Was  repaired  till  it  fell.    Even  then,  it  was  often  al«* 

Vol.  VIII.  N  n  lowed 

Salter  Bipdivw,  sad  jwsstetfacrrilk  is  theicciiid,lisTc4€Cc&n)yflM 
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'  lowed  Co  lie  for  feveral  years  in  mins.  Now,  honlies  are  rebuSf 
1>efore  they  tre  totally  decayed,  and  within  thelaft  ao  yean,  mote 
bottfes  have  been  bailt  and  repaired,  'than  wa»  done  before  io 
the  courfe  of  half  a  century,  jfhongh  more  than  30  new 
houfes  have  been  built  lately  in  the  town  and  environs,  foiae 
will  not  admit  that  the  population  is  iacreafed.  The  iohs- 
bitants,  it  is  laid,  now  chooCe  to  occupy  more  n>om.-^Tkat 
may  be  the  cafe  ;  but  by  the  return  made  to  Dr.  Webfter,  ia 
the  year  17  j5«  the  fouls  in  the  parilh  of  Stirling  amounted  on- 
ly to  395 X  \  whereas,  by  a  pretty  accurate  furvey,  made 
in  the  year  1790,  there  were  1188  heads  of  £unilies,  anl 
4483  fouls.— Befides,  m  this  lift,  there  are  above  30  families 
in  the  environs  of  the  town,  not  included.  As  the  inrolmeot 
of  the  year  1790  was  deemed  incomplete,  a  new  one  was 
made  this  year,  (1792,)  and  the  number  of  fouls  in  thepariik 
was  found  to  be  4698.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  fan- 
mer  17919  they  are  probably  augmented  to  5000,  by  theia- 

creafe  of  hands  employed  in  the  Cotton  manuf a&ory. 

I 

Ofthefe  469S,  there  ire  belonging  to  the  Eftabliflied  I 

Church,  -  •  -  •  -  • 

■  The  Burner  Seeefiion. 

■  The  Anciburghcr  ditto, 

i^— — ^—  Cameronianr,  .  -  • 

«— — *--i— —  EptfcopaliaBi,  cKieflf  Kon}iinnt% 

I    ■  The  Preibytery  of  Relief, 

I  I   ■  Bereans,  or  the  difciples^of  Bir.  Barclif^ 


*  //  wtt  moi  appear  Jitrfrjfifig,  thai  then  are  fi  muEkjt  Barghtr  Secedere  ia  StirS^^ 
mhea  h  w  reeolk&ed^  tBat  tUg  Stceffion  was  iegm  in  thit  plaee^  Sy  Mr.  JSSentur  Mr^a-U 
%vho^  hj  hi*  bigbly  popular  tahutt^  drtw  JtuB  mmSen  afiar  him.     72ci  j^^f  '^ 
w£m  9iut  U  if  imtnductd^  mifonmly  heewHt  hertdttary.     B^iuy  frmt  the  fimtit^i  f 
W9m  in  (he  eharthf  it  is  feriain,  that  many  tahtfiatt  m  tkit  fMnAM^i  «!•  an  atvir  <*  '^ 
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of  the  different  Profeffiooi  there  w«. 


0ietfgjmta^ 

% 

Weavert, 

iZ 

yfayficianii         • 

5 

«3 

Sorgeont, 

3 

Skiiincn, 

a 

VTpitxh 

18 

^yt'chcn. 

•    % 

MerchMit* 

3Q 

Tayl^ 

14 

Bdcert, 

14 

Shoematot, 

iS 

lift  of  Biitka,  Dettht,  &c«  f«r  three  yean  preceding  I'j^z. 
Tears  3afi'ifwit\  ^mriafpu  BufUltm 

1788.  8a        43        50 

1789.  75         51         4 

1790.  %i  5»        68 

MamtfaSuref.'^As  far  back  as  the  end  of  the  z6th  centaij^ 
iialloonSt  manufafiured  in'  Stirling  to  a  confiderable  extent, 
were  (ent  over  to  the  Low  Countries.  Bruges  wa\  (hen  the 
fiajde  port  for  Scotch  commodities*  The  mapufj^&urers  mis- 
taking their  own  intereft,  and  del^afing  th^  quality  of  their 
ihalloons,  fbon  lofl,  however,  the  advantages  of  that  gainful 
liranch  of  trade,  and  the  town  beci^me  miferablj  poor. 
Though  the  manu&dure  was  greatlj  hurt  hj  fuch  condu^, 
yet  it  was  never  entirely  dropt.  Coarfe  Ihalloons  continued 
to  be  manufaftured  in  Stirling  ;  and  at  prefent  this  branch  i» 
confiderably  revived.  For  feveral  /ears  paft,  perhaps  nqt 
\e&  than  300,000  yards  of  this  commodity  have  be^n  annual- 
ly snanufsAured  in  Stirling,  and  its  neighbourhood.  To. 
wards  the  beginning  of  this  century,  and  during  the  decay  of 
the  ihalloon  manufadory,  that  of  the  Tartan  darted  up  in  its 
place.  It  continued  to  flourifli  till  abou^  the  year  1760,  but 
is  now  almoft  dwindled  away.  At  prefent,  the  carpet  manu* 
fa£taxt  flonriihesv    For  feveral  years,  one  company  has  em- 

N  n  a  ploy^ 


I  imAS  Ikat*  Firhaff^  tbrwgh  length  of  time^  ntcejptj^  mere  thorn  at^ 
ihimg  eife^eUi^fs  wmmj  te  c$aMe&  themfilyet  with  thepe^  VfUh  whem^/er  s  if^g  timei  thty 
^fd^fieaeei  ft  ajeewte. 

5  TbtHftfhefHJmsiihjmmmmfmfkti. 
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ploje4  X%  looms  in  that  work»  and  produced  carpets  oCvefj 
iM  cdoor,  and  the  vety  bell  ^aality.  Another  compaaj 
emplojs  aboot  8  Iooom  :  and  this  year  a  third  coapaoy  his 
begun  work,  and  mean  to  employ  not  lefs  than  ta  looms. 
There  are  in  dl  betwptt  30  and  40  looms  conftandy  emploj- 
f d.  Thi  dyers  are  reckoned  eminently  IkiUed  in  dieir  pro- 
feiBon,  and  the  eolouring  of  the  Stirling  carpets  is  allowed  to 
bus  very  $ne. 

The  cMm  manufoBun  alfo  begins  to  t^dco  place  here. 
Three  companiea  from  Ghifgow  giro  out  cotton  yam  to  be 
woven,  and  one  of  them  have  about  40  little  girb  engaged  st 
the  tambour.  Another  company  have  this  year  got  jenaiesi 
*imd  though  ereded  only  at  Whitfuaday  laft,  are  juft  now  em- 
ploying 50  looins  to  fpin  the|r  own  yarn.  Nf»r  lOO  perlbos» 
young  and  old,  are  already  employed  by  this  iiew  compsoj. 
There  may  be  in  all  a6o  looms  employed  in  weaving  cosife 
muflin.  Wool  (pinning  19  likeyri^e  cairicd  im  to  a  coofider* 
nUe  extent.  The^  are  above  zoo  employed  by  one  msfter 
in  this  work,  in  teafin|,fcouring,  and  combing  the  wooli  ssi 
making  it  ready  for  the  wheeL 

The  river  forth  runs  £b  level  in  the  neighbonrfapod  of  Stii* 
ling,  th^t  mill;^  cannot  be  ere&ed  for  the  purpofe  of  maoa- 
faftures.  In  evety  other  reaped,  Stirling  is  favouiable  lor 
them.  Coals  are  plentiful ;  the  rents  of  honfes  ace  low,  sod 
wages  yery  moderate  *. 


•  The  wigM  ol  a  tBifM  pirdigr,  art  it.  td.;  eCalsbMMr  frottli.tft 
li.id.Wrightigetls.6d.;  Ttjknit.  Shocmtlxrtara  pdd^ilwFfl* 
^  man fenrSnt  gets,  per  annom,  from  4L toj L ;  a  maid  fenraaft  about  tL 
to  itfiw  half  year,  or  from  50 1.  to  3 1.  per  annum.  The  average  price  of  botc^ 
neat  is  4  d.  per  lb.  thronghont  the  year.  Tht  bear  aad  btvad  ia  Stirling  irt  aj^. 
lowed  to  be  of  the  ver^  bcft  ^ualitj. 


^^.^Tbere  are  thne  banks  m  Stirlmg.  Tbe  Baok  ef 
SdrliBg  ;  that  of  Campbell  and  Thomfon  ;  and  thkt  of  Bdoh 
and  Company  ;  befides  a  branch  of  the  Old  Bank  of  Scotland. 
The  Ia^»  and  two  firfti  do  buiinels  to  a  confideraU^  extent* 

Fi/hity^'^he  falmon  filherj  belonging  to  the  towO}  whidl^ 
but  a  few  jears  ago,  bronght  a  reveiine  of  30  L  now  fafingf 
40  j  1.  It  is  let  to  a  company,  who  fend  the  fifli  chiefly  to  the 
lioodon  and  Edinburgh  markets.  Therp  waSf  in  the  late  leafe, 
no  refervation  in  fayour  of  die  inhabitants,  which  fiometiine^ 
pccafions  murmuring,  as  the  lalmon  is  often  higher  priced  si| 
fhe  Stirling  market^  than  even  in  di^t  of  Edinbnrghk 

Jlo^alt,  i^r.— There  are  three  ho^itals*  The  fi^  is  that 
rodowed  by  Robbrt  S(ittal»  taylor  to  ^g  Jamel  V»  TB0 
^ate  of  the  mortification  is  not  on  record*  It  is  fopjiofed  €0  hat« 
been  fbout  z  $30.  The  original  fum  is  not  known*.  It  was 
2Dortified  for  the  fuppprt  and  relief  of  .poor  tradefmen.  Thefe 
was  ajhonfe  fanilt  for  their  reception,  at  the  foot  of  Mary's 
Wynd ;  but  it  is  probable  they  neyer  occupied  it^  as  tSiere  as 
pot  ib  much  as  a  fi&gle  tradition  where  it  ftofi^«  Tihe  fiinda 
were  laid  out  on  lands  in  tl^e  neighbourhood  of  Stirling. 
The  prefent  yearly  rent  of  thefe  lands  ^  asii  L  Mr*  Nimmo, 
who  fpeaka  from  report  only,  makes  it  300 1*;  and  froda 
tile  fiune  fource,  makes  the  yearly  income  of  Alka'a  IMpital 
nllb  100 1*  more  than  it  really  is.  At  ptefentf  thfre  are  44  pea- 
£oness  on  Spittal's  Hofpital,  16  of  whomi  who  were  deacons 
of  trade,  receive  per  week  z  s*  4  d« :— theieft  have  weekly  'i  s« 
9  d«  The  annual  expenditure^  for  the  fnpport  of  Hn^  poor  on 
this  fonndatxong  is  about  Z7al.  Sterling*  The  manago^s  of 
this  hofpital  are  at  prefent  increafing  the  funds*  The  cfaarfiar 
being  loft,  the  patrons  have  no  rule  for  diftribnttng  the  funds 
but  cuftom*    There  is  no  previfion  from  this  hofpital  far  the 

widows 
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widows  of  deca^jred  tndefmen.  There  have  been  infttncesof 
this»  however,  though  they  are  never  admitted  on  the  pco- 
fion  lift.  This  had  been  a  much  better  charity  ;  but  was  un- 
happily overiooked  by  the  founder.  A  poor  widow,  ftripptd 
of  charitable  fupply,  at  the  fame  time  that  (he  lofcs  her  buf- 
fcand,  mttft  be  poor  indeed. 

Cowan's  Hosiital  comes  next  in  oider.  It  was  foundei 
and  endowed  by  John  Cowan,  merchant  in  StirKog,  sono 
1659,  for  the  fopport  of  rs  decayed  guild  brethren.  Tbfi 
original  mortification  was  121s  1.  Sterling.  There  was  a  aeit 
genteel  houfc  creAed  by  the  patrons,  after  Cowan*s  detdi, 
for  the  neeption  pf  the  brethren  on  whom  he  had  entailed 
his  charity.  The  fituation  of  this  houfe  is  moft  beaati{aluii 
romantic.  But  what  is  farprifing,  there  were  fcnrcely  any  to 
be  found  who  would  accept  die  benefit  of  charity,  according 
to  the  appointment  of  the  founder.  The  pride  of  the  decayed 
brtdiren  made  them  fpum  nt  the  idea  of  leaving  their  own 
boufes,  and  retiring  4nto  an  hofpital,  to  be  fupported  cm 
public  charity.  For  upwards  of  90  years,  the  funds  were  al- 
lowed  (•  accumulate.  The  houfe  flood  empty  for  nearly  tbe 
.whole  of  that  period,  nor  was  it  ever  coiti})letely  occS- 
{lied.  With  the  accumulated  funds,  lands  were  purchafed. 
Among  otherSi  thofe  of  the  old  Abbacy  of  CambuikenDeth, 
The  managers  appointed  by/ the  founder  were  the  town  coao- 
dl«  together  with  the  fird  minifter  of  Stirling.  They  knew 
not  ^hat  to  do  with  Hie  revenue  of  the  hofpital.  At  lengtb, 
it  .was  refolved,  to  alter  the  mode  of  difpenfing  the  charity, 
fitll  following  out  the  fpirit  of  the  inftttntion.  ^  Not  only  de- 
cayed gnild-brethren,  but  their  widows  and  daughters  are  ad- 
mitted to  a  fliare  in^^thefe  funds.  The  prefeat  income  of  the 
lands  belonging  to  Cowan's  Hofpital  is  1158].  Sterling.  There 
Ate  above  an  hundred  penfioners  on  this  charity.  They  re- 
ceive weekly  from  i  s.  6  d.  to  a  s.  6  d.  eacb|  which  amouDts 
4  suinually 


•      tf  Stirling.  ^^ 

\oiaxSSrf  to  about  658  L  Sterling.  The  furplus  Is  expcnddl 
in  bddental  charities^  paying  public  burdens,  and  the  inte» 
reft  of  money  lately  borrowed  to  make  an  additional  and  ad^ 
vantageous  purchafe  of  lands.  The  fnnda  art  carefialljr  m»b 
aaged,  and,  notwithftanding  the  abort  large  expenditurei^ 
muft  increafe^ 

John  Allah  writer  in  Stirling,  inr  emulatiott»>  Terj  probac 
U79  of  the  benevolent  example  of  the  above  mentioned  gentler 
man,  would  alfo  engage  in  the  eftablifhment  of  an  hofpital^ 
He  hflid  more  experience^  and  was  determined  to  render  his 
bounty 'more  extenfively  lifeful  and  beaeficiaL  About  the 
year  1715,  therefore,  he  mortified  \a  fum  of  money,  not  for 
Che  fupport  of  the  indigent  fquanderer,  the  negligent,  and  tht 
unindnftriotts,  but  for  the  maialienance  and  education  of  the 
children  of  decayed  tradefmen.  The  fum  mortified  wis 
30,000  merks.  The  managers  are,  the  town  council,  and  the 
Second  minifter.  They  laid  out  the  money  on  lands.  The 
yearly  rental  of  tbefe  lands,  at  prefent,  is  agS  1.  SterUng* 
There  are  now  14  boys,  maintained  dothed  and  educated  oft 
theCe  funds.  The  mafter  of  the  hofpital  recjcives  at  the  rate 
«f  II 1.  Sterling  annually  for  each  of  them.  They  are  admit- 
ted at  7  years  of  age,  and  kept  in  the  houfe  till  they  are  14* 
At  leaving  the  hofpital,  they  are  allowed  100  merks  to  put 
them  to  a  trade.  The  annual  expenditure  upon  the  mainte- 
aaoce,  clothings  and  education  of  theCe  boys,  is  about  164  h 
Sterling.  According  to  a  cbufe  in  Mr.  Allan's  will,  order- 
ing fupply  to  be  given  from  thefe  f ands^  to  any  of  bis  poor 
xelations,  who  may  be  in  indigent  circumftances,  there  is  at 
prdeot  about  37  L  Sterling  yearly,  paid  to  eight  of  his  rela^ 
tioDS,  at  the  rate  of  x  s.  9  d.  per  week.  The  furplus  funibf 
afiter  paying  public  burdens.  See.  go  to  accumulation. 

Bcfides  thefe  charitable  foundations,  the  funds  of  the  guik 
dry,  or  merchant  oompasyt  deiray  the  expence*X)C  Educating 

the 


tiie  poor  guild  bieduea's  childraii,  aiEft  them  in  pnttliifing 
dothes,  and  pajii^  their  i^prendoe  fees.  The  Kirk-Seffioi 
ynjra  to  56  paupers  uniiaU^<ab6nl  73  L  Sterling,  at  the  nte 
^  6  d.  p%r  week  to  eafeh*  From  the  town's  filnds,  there  are 
is  who  reeeive  abouc  16  L  Sterling  annoallj,  at  the  xate  of 
i  ^.ptr  week.  Thej  alfo  paj  foir  teaching  ii  dr.  30  post 
chiUien  to  read  Eogliih. 

To  pretent  the  noi&noe  o£  faeggbg  pook*,  a  fchedie,  hj  aaaa- 
al  mluHtaty  fiiblbriptibh,  was  fet  on  footXome  years  ago,  frooi 
which  abo«4  8b  paopers  reeeive  anmiaUj  t  j0L  Stediag,  at 
tile  rate  df  9  d.  each  per  week.  Befides  all  thefe  eh^tles,  the 
Ktrk^Seffion  dlftribntes  betwixt  40 1.  and  50 1.  Sterling  a-TCir 
to  incidental  poor.  Nearly  the  fame  ium,  or  mote,  is  diftri- 
buted  annually  by  the  Burgher  Seceffion  ;  and  the  hmtm  ct 
Hm  dtSiBrent  ineorporations  aUb  give  charity  to  a  oonidenbk 
extent*  It  is  fnppofed,  that  every  lath  pierfon  in  Stirling  re* 
ceives  charity* 

This  may  feem  fnrprifing ;  and  it  will  be  neoefiary  to  mes- 
lion  Ibme  of  the  more  obvious  caubs,  why  there  are  fe  muj 
poor,  and  fici  great  coafumption  of  diaritaUe  funds,  in  fach  i 
fmall  place  as  Stirling;  It  is  generally  faid,  that  Stirling  being 
fo  near  the  HigUands^  and  known  to  be  rich  in  fdnds,  a  tinmber 
of  indigent  people,  while  th^  are  ftill  eapable  of  labour,  hat 
have  little  or  no  profpeft  of  fopport  at  home,  ftould  iniraii* 
ty  or  <dd  age  come  on,  emigrate  annually  into  Stirling,  sn' 
take  up  tibeir  refidence  there,  till  three  years  are  ek^ed, 
when  diey  give  ini  their  claim  for  fopport,  and  are  of  cooife 
admitted  as  neoeffitous  poor;  It  cannot  be  denied,  but  there 
may  be  fome  tmth  in  the  allegation,  becaufe  the  greater  num- 
ber of  poor  on  the  Stirling  penfioti  lifts,  are  obviouffy  of  Gae- 
lic extiaflion.  Their  names  are  alfnoft  all  Gaelic  names.  Be- 
fides, diere  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  report  of  rich  funds  bas 
a  fiaang  attraftion*    This  circumftancci  of  itfelf,  chiefly  mi^^- 
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tlplies  the  poor.  Increafe  the  means  of  dependence,  and  the 
the  effeft  is  unavoidably  increafed.  This  is '  more  efpecially 
the  cafe,  if  the  funds  are  legally  eftablilhed,  and,  if  a  certain 
age  and  defcription  entitles  to  a  participation  of  thefe  funds. 
It  16  more  than  prefamable,  that  all  charitable  fupply,  eXv 
cept  in  cafes  of  abfolute  incapacity  of  labour,  (hould  be  cafur 
al,  exadly  proportioned  to  the  deficiency  'of  a£tive  power,  and 
dependent  on  the  moft  accurate  inveftigation  of  the  prefent 
circumftances  of  the  pauper.  If  this  is  not  the  cafe,  it  uni^i* 
formly  cuts  the  nerves  of  induilry,  and  is  a  nuifance  to  fo** 
ciety,  rather  than  an  advantage.  The  indolent  and  the  cla« 
morons,  looldng  forward  with  folicitude  to  that  period,  when 
they  lliall  undoubtedly  be  entitled  to  fupport  by  certain  fta^ 
tute,  remit  every  exertion,  confume  like  drones  any  little 
property  that  may  remain  to  them,  and  fall  at  length,  with 
cagemefs,  into  the  arms  of  provided  and  fecured  fupport,  witli 
a  haughty  contempt  to  this  facred  dictate  of  common  fenfe, 
^'  That  he  who  will  not  work,  ihould  not  eat.'' 

The  managers  of  the  eftabli(hed  charitable  funds  in  Stirling 
are  perhaps  as  accurate,  attentive,  and  impartial,  as  any  fuch 
body  of  men  can  be  ;  but  they  mud  walk  by  ftatute,  and  are 
often  obliged  to  admit  upon  the  funds,  thofe  who  both  can  and 
mught  to  labour  for  their  bread.  This  circumftance  has  an 
influence  extenfively  pernicious.  Indolence  is  contagious. 
They  who  are  capable  of  labour,  being  rendered  indolent  and 
inaSive,  through  dependence  on  fecured  fupport,  gave  a  tinc- 
ture to  all  their  immediate  conneftions.  They  are  ever  found 
among  the  fauntering  and  the  idle,  and,  con&quently  increafe 
Che  number  of  the  poor. 

Nor  can  the  ordinary  managers  of  the  poor's  funds,  how- 
ever attentive,  always  exclude  the  undeferving.^— They  meet 
too  feidom.— They  have  too  little  time.— -They  cannot  be  at 
the  pains  to  give  incidental  aid,  the  moft  ufeful  and  necefv 
Vol.  VIII.  O  o  '    ccffary 
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hxj  of  all  cfaartt J.  It  is  cafier  for  tbem  tmd  for  thqr  treaforeri 
to  admit  perfons  to  regular  and  ilated  penfions.  Stated  pen- 
fionsi  except  to  the  bliad,  the  lame  or  the  difeafed,  are  al- 
ways produftive  pf  dependence.  Thej  coptinue  the  demand 
on  the  poor's  fund ;  they  inczieafe  the  nfamber  of  the  poor. 
This  caufe  indeed  is  not  peculiar  to  Stirling.  It  opeiates  in 
everj  place  where  the  adminiftration  is  not  in  the  hands  of 
the  ScfBon,  who,  from  the  frequency  of  their  nieetbgs»  and 
their  thorough  acquaintance  l^rith  the  piicomfiances  of  the 
poor,  muft  ever  be  the  moft  natural  and  judicious  difpenfen 
of  pnblic  charity ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  the  gentle- 
men of  landed  property,  who,  in  many  places  ^of  Seodand, 
have  contributed  to  annUnlate  the  Sellions,  will  foon  find  the 
punilhment  of  their  folly,  in  the  enormous  weight  of  affefs* 
ment,  which  they  muillay  upon  their  land,  for  the  fupport  of 
the  daily  increafing  poor. 

The  great  number  of  low  houfcs  in  Stirling  nugments  the 
lift  of  the  poor.  The  proprietors  of  fuch  houfes,  unable  or 
unwilling  to  repair  them,  ctn  let  them  only  to  the  poor,  the 
iluggiib,  or  the  depraved.  None  elfe  frill  take  them.  Iq 
fuch  uncomfortable  habitations,  the  fpirits  of  men  are  broken, 
or  their  health  impaired ;  and  they  foon  fall  unavoidably  on 
the  funds  of  the  poor. 

The  low  rate  of  female  labour  in  Stirling,  is  another  fource 
t>f  poverty.  The  utmoft  a  woman  can  earn  by  fpinning  wool, 
is  3  d.  a^day.  With  this  they  cannot  maintun  themfelves, 
^ay  the  rent  of  m  houfe,  and  get  other  neceflaries.  Such  fmall 
encouragement  deftroya  induftry.  A  female  having  fo  litde 
profpeA  of  advantage  from  her  labour,  is  at  no  pains  to  be  ex- 
pert in  it.  Many  of  them  will  rather  be  idle  sdtogether  tban 
turn  a  wheel.  When  neceffity  utge%  they  are  incapable  of 
proficiency,  and  muft  cither  ftarve  or  beg.  There  «re,  per- 
haps, few  places  in  Sco^nd^  where  the  quantum  of  frmale 
'  labour 
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laboilr  is  .kfs,  becaufe  it  is  Co  unproduclive.  Manufa&urers 
lliould  coofider  cbemielves  .06  obliged  to  iacreafe  the  price  of 
female  labour. 

Bot  perhaps  the  diief  cattfe  of  the  numerous  poor  in  Stir- 
ling is  the  caftle*  This  mfty  feetn  a  paradox,  bat  it  is  eafj 
to  be  estplained.  The  fde  ofe  of  this  fortrefs,  at  prefent,  is  to 
be  an  afylum  to  invalids*  About  lOO  of  thefe  are  generally 
ftationed  in  it.  Thefe  men,  who  probably  enlifted  at  firlt, 
from  diflike  to  labour  and  regularity;  do  not  find,  in  the  army, 
much  opportunity  of  becoming  attached  either  to  induftry  or 
ibbriety.  Having  generally  contraded  habits  of  thoughtlef- 
ne£s  and  diifipation,  they  retire  into  the  caille,  very  little  qua- 
lified to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  that  fituation.  Secured  in 
6  d.  a*day,  or  looking  forward  to  the  Chelfea  penfion,  the  low 
women  in  Stirling  afpire  at  a  connedioii  with  them,  and  think% 
ihat  when  they  are  wives  of  caille  foldiers,  they  Ihall  never 
^ant.  When  thefe  invalids  and  penfioned  foldiers  are  iober 
mnd  indiiftrious,  they  are  very  able,  with  their  pay,  to  pro- 
vide a  decent  fupport  for  their  families  ;.  but  few  of  them  are 
of  this  charafter*  Being  generally  ignotaint,  vicious  and  de- 
batiched;  they  get  wives  like  themfelves,  or  make  them  fo. 
All  their  income  ii  ufuaUy  fpent  with  th^  day.  lliey  never 
get  their  houfes  futniflied.  They  live  amidft  meanfiels  and 
rags.  Their  minds  are  debated*  Their  children  are  ttaiined 
up  under  the  yhxf  Worft  e:icample.  The  fathers  foon  die, 
worn  out  with  intemperance.  They  leave  their  families  beg- 
gared, unprincipled  and  debauched.  Thefe  families  are  the 
iiarferies  of  beggars.  Nearly  one  half  of  the  paupers  in  Stir* 
ling  fpring  from  thefe  nurferies. 

Where  there  is  fo  much  poverty,  there  will  of  courfc  be 
much  bafenefs  and  degeneracy  of  mind.  True  religion  only 
can  tame  the  heart,  and  fweeten  the  manners  of  the  poor.  On 
tlieiD,  however,  this  is  generally  found  to  have  little  influence* 

O  o  a  The 


i^2  Statiflical  Account 

The  llrong  cravings  of  nature  lead  them  another  way.  Theles 
being  but  ill  fupplied,  produce  vtolence,  chagrin,  jtaloufyi 
and  every  ill  pafEon.  Give  them,  and  they  are  tolerably 
quiet  and  orderly ;  but  withhold  or  oonftrain,  (both  of  which 
are  often  abfolutely  necellary,)  and  they  are  clamprous,  farlj, 
invidious,  and  bent  on  every  pradice  within  their  reach,  bow- 
ever  criminal  it  may  be,  to  obtain  what  they  need.  The 
manners  of  the  inferior  ranks  in  Stirling,  muft  therefore  be 
ncceflarily  rough,  petulant  and  difagreeaUe.  Harraffcd  with 
perpetual  anxieties  about  daily  bread,  they  have  little  or  no 
time  to  thiok  of  liiperior  objefts  ;  and  either  will  not,  or  can- 
not come  within  the  reach  of  thofe  important  leflbns  of  divine 
truth,  which  fupport  the  mind  of  man,  and  render  him  calm, 
patient  and  compofed,  even  although  the  field  fliould  yield  oo 
corn. 

But  what  ilill  farther  induces  this  unwilling  complailit» 
againft  the  manners  of  tbe  poor,  is  a  circumftance  not  peculiar 
to  Stirling,  though  it  takes  place  there.  It  is  found  in  almoft 
every  town,  city,  and  borough,  throughout  Great  Britain, 
and  is  fingularly  difgracetul  to  a  great  and  enlightened  nation* 
There  is  generally  no  room  ih  churches  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  poor.  They  muft  either  loiter  away  the  days  of 
public  foletnnity,  in  floth  and  vicious  indulgence  at  horoe, 
which  they  will  very  foon  be  inclined  to  do,  or  they  mufl 
ftatid  at  an  awful  diftance,  in  fome  cold  unoccupied  area. 
Which  vexy  foon  becomes  irkfome  and  intolerable.  Befides, 
an  fuch  fi (nations,  it  is  fcarcely  poffible  they  can  receive  much 
advantage  from  public  inftrudion.  Let  a  remedy  be  provid- 
ed for  this  evil :  Let  churches  be  built,  or  decent  places  pro- 
vided for  the  accommodation  of  the  poor,  and  their  manoers 
would  foon  be  corrected,  at  much  lefs  ezpence,  and  much 
more  effedually,  than  by  thoufands  expended  on  the  building 
of  bridewells  and  correftion  houfes*     Charity  employed  in 
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previnting  vice  is  charity  indeed.     That  which  is  employed 
in  corrt&ing  it  is  often  mere  felfifhfiefs. 

The  manners  of  the  inferior  ranks  are  alfo  much  hurt  and 
debajed  erer  j  where,  by  th^  great  number  of  tipphng  houfes, 
and  the  low  price  of  ardent  fpirits*  Of  thefe,  the  nuoiber  vbl 
Stirling  has  been  confiderably  diminiihed  for  fome  years  paft, 
but  ought  to  be  ftill  more  fo.  In  1782,  there  were  94  licen£<. 
•d  ale  houfes  in  Stirling*  In  1790,  there  were  only  68.  The 
difference  has  arifen  probably  from  the  additional  tax.  In 
17829  a  licence  coft  1 1.  x  s..  In  2790,  a  licence  coil  1 1.  11  s« 
6d.  If  tbeiegiflature  would  increafethe  tax  upon  the  retail  of  ar- 
dent fpirits,  it  is  probable  fuch  a  fiep  would  contribute  much 
to  prevent  the  growing  depravity  of  the  people.  It  would 
diminifii  the  number  of  thofe  nefts  of  vitiation.  It  wouU. 
leiTen  their  acceffibility,  efpcciaUy  to  the  weaker  fex,  who, 
from  many  circumftances,  are  too  eafily  led  to  haunt  them. 
One  of  thefe  mud  be  particularly  mentioned,  though  not  pe- 
culbr  to  Stirliog.  While  females  are  fervants  in  families  of 
fuperior  rank,  or  even  in  the  houfes  of  the  better  kind  of 
tradefmen^-inftead.of  receiving  abundance  of  plain  and  whole- 
fome  food,  which  is  their  due,  they  are  foolifhiy  indulged 
with  luxuries,  which  they  can  tafie  no  more  the  moment  they 
become  the  wives  of  honefl  labourers.  Feeling  this  change 
of  iituation,  which  occaiions  difagreeable  refledions,  and  fub- 
jeAed  to  the  uneafinefles  unavoidably  conneAed  with  their 
change  of  date,  they  betake  themfelves  to  ardent  fpirits  to  kill 
their  griefs,  and  are  thus  infenfibly  led  into  habits  of  intoxi- 
cation, which  ruin  themfelves,  their  interefls,  and  their  fa- 
milies  in  every  refpe^t.  There  is  no  caufe  of  increaiing  im- 
morality, among  the  lower  ranks  of  the  people,  more  abun- 
dant than  this.  There  is  none,  which  the  care  of  magiftrates 
and  rulers  ought  to  be  more  employed  to  prevent.  If  the 
mothers  of  families  are  corrupted,  virtue  muft  be  gone. 
Maftcrs  ihould  have  regard  to  the  future  Interefls  of  their  fcr- 
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vaacs,  more  than  to  their  prefeot  indulgeiice*  Magiftrata 
and  nilers  (hould  render  the  venom,  whieh  poifona  tbemonli 
of  the  people,  as  inaoceflible  as  poffiUe. 

This  is  more  m  tfaor  power,  and  rafilj  mere  praAkable, 
ma  well  aa  likely  to  be  more  efficient  in  remedying  materiai 
evils,  than  die  fyftcm  fo  mnch  in  vogne  among  oor  pcefent 
Idolifts  in  government,  who  ale  for  pulling  down  tnxj 
Ihing,  an  order,  as  thej  pretend,  to  build  up  a  more  peifefi 
and  beautiful  edifiee.  Let  the  revenue  laws  be  reviewed  ^ 
By  them,  die  people  have  been  in  a  manner  compelled  to 
ufe  fpiritous  liquors,  for  want  of  wholefome  beer;  The  pre* 
fent  mode  of  gauging  the  brewer,  and  of  farming  the  datiet 
to  the  diftiUer,  has  the  unavoidable  effefi  of  ruining  the  for- 
mer, and '  encouragbg  the  latter.  The  coofequence  is,  that 
the  brewery,  in  moft  parts  of  Scotland,  produces  a  thin  vapid 
four  ftu£F,  under  the  name  of  fmall  beer,  which  is  all  that  die 
common  people  can  poffibly  get  for  their  money,  unlels  tbej 
go  to  the  expence  of  Englifh  porter,  now  beoome  the  beve* 
rage  of  the  more  opulent.  The  poor  labourer,  finding  that 
the  beer  he  purchafes  neither  warms  nor  nouriih^s  him,  iaxi 
unavoidably  to  ardent  fpirits,  now  felling  at  a  very  redaced 
price. 

Befides,  the  diftiUer  works,  as  it  is  called,  againfl  iimi^  i*  (• 
he  pays  fo  much  annually  per  gallon,  for  the  oontents  of  his 
ftill,  and  works  without  controul.  It  is  faid,  that  a  diftillcr 
can  now  charge  his  ftill,  no  lefs  than  a5  times  in  24  boursi 
inftead  of  once  or  twice  as  formerly,  when  he  was  ttgah^f 
furveyed.  This  pours  in  fo  great  a  quantity  of  the  commo* 
dity  to  the  market,  that  it  cannot  mi&  being  cheap.  Heoce 
the  labourers  take  whiiky,  with  a  little  bread  to  their  break- 
faft.    It  inebriates  and  fubverts  the  mmds  of  men,  cornet 
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ftod  childreOf  emaciates  their  bodies,  renders  them  unfit  for 
laboar,  ruins  their  perfons,  corrupts  their  hearts,  and  leads 
them  to  think  of  plots,  rebellion  and  everjr  evil  work.  Take 
the  tax  off  the  brewery,  and  lay  it  on  the  diftiUerj,  and  ii  is 
impoffible  to  fay  how  much  the  virtue  and  morals  of  the  pea. 
pie  would  be  improved.  This  is  an  objefi:  furelj  worthy  of 
a  wife  and  virtuous  adminiftration.  Thefe  obfervations  were 
unavoidable,  from  an  attentive  furvey  of  the  manners  of  many 
among  the  lower  ranks  of  the  people. 

CharaB^.'-^Vf  ilTx  refpeA  to  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants 
in  general,  there  is  a  fobriety,  order,  and  decency  among  them, 
fcarcdy  to  be  ei;peded.  The  great  body  of  the  people,  in 
Stirlbg,  even  of  die  principal  people,  do  not  yet  think  it  be« 
low  them  to  attend  rdigions  ordinances ;  and,  diere  are  few 
who  allow  themfelves,  in  the  praftioe  of  jaunting,  or  making 
ezcurfioos  on  die  Lord's  day,  for  the  fake  either  of  bufinefi 
or  pleafure.  Hence,  there  is  among  them,  an  external  decorum 
and  fobemeCB  of  mind,  a  freedom  from  giddinefs,  eztrava-* 
gance,  and  difBpation,  which  refpefi  for  religioos  inftitutions 
alone  can  produce.  Urbanity  and  focial  intercourCs  ^e  not  un« 
frequent  among  them.  The  only  thing  which  interrupts  this 
is  political  jealoufy,-— a  diemon,  which,  at  certain  feafons,  un-> 
happily  rages  too  much  in  almoft  evexy  little  burgh  throughout 
Scotland.  Would  magtftracy  uniformly  maintain  the  dignity 
of  that  fitnatton,  and  exert  itfelf  with  fpirit  or  boUaeis  folely 
for  the  public  good,  without  any  regard  to  the  prolon^ion 
of  their  honour,  but  juft  as  it  refults  from  public  fuffrage  and 
opinion,  this  evil  would  neariy  expire.  So  far  as  this  evil 
refults  from  difletitieut  principles  in  religion,  it  is  lefii  fnfcep* 
tible  of  cure.  F<Nr  this,  no  remedy  can  be  found,  but  the  re* 
Aoration  of  religion  itfelf,  which  always  renders  men  forgiv« 
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Mifcellaneous  Olfervaiions,»~^i\T\iug  being  fituated  on  the 
ifthmus,  betwixt  the  Forth  and  Clyde,  is,  by  means  oFits 
bridge,  the  great  tborough^fare  of  the  north  of  Scotlaod. 
There  are  only  two  inns  in  it  which  deferve  the  name.  Th^fe 
are  f^acious  and  good. — The  county  meetings  are  nfaallj 
held  in  Stirling.  There  is  no  public  room,  or  hall  for  thii 
purpofe.— Stirling  is  one  of  the  feats  of  the  Circuit  Court.— 
The  only  jail  in  the  county  is  here.  The  number  of  pri- 
f(Miers  is  generally  not  great.  For  thefe  three  laft  years, 
there  have  been  only  two  criminal  trials.  -  Petty  thefts  anl 
debt  are  the  ordinary  caufes  of  imprifonment.i— The  Falkirk 
diftri&  of  the  county,  being  the  moft  populous,  and  no  pub- 
lic magiftrate  refiding'there«  it  uniformjy  fumilhes  the  great- 
eft  number  of  prifoners.-<.-The  banditti  always  croud  to  a  po* 
puloQs  place,  where  there  is  no  eftabli(hed  authority.  There 
Ibould  be,  in  every  county,  a  public  woric«-houfe,  for  the  coo- 
finement  of  the  pilferers  and  forners,  who  are  found  to  be  of 
that  county.  Banifiiment  only  incieafes  their  neceility  of 
itealing. 

In  the  council  houfe  of  Stirling  is  the  yugg^  appointed  by 
law  to  be  the  ftandard  of  dry  meafure  in  Scotland,  It  is  Aa- 
tuted  and  ordained,  that  the  wiieat  firlot  ihall  contain  the  full 
of  this  jugg  twenty  one  times  and  one  fourth  4  and  that  the 
firlop  for  barley,  malt  and  oats,  Qiall  contain  it  51  times. 
The  great  number  of  public  tranCaftions,  which  have  takes 
place  in  Stirling,  and  in  t\\^  caftle,  would,  of  themfelves,  fill 
a  volume ;  and,  if  deemed  neceffary  to  the  Statiftical  account, 
can  be  found  in  Nimmo's  hiftory,  and  the  Encyclopaedia 
Britannicai  under  the  article  Stieliko. 
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NUMBER    XV,    * 
PARISH  OF  KELTON. 

^County  and  Trejhytery  of  Kiricudbrtght, — Synod  of  Gallo" 

way,^ 

Biy  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Hallidat, 


'Karnes^  Situation^  River j  Extent  nnd  Soil^  %$c» 

KELTON  confiils  of  three  united  parifhes,  Kelton^  Gel* 
Jiofit  and  Kirkcormoci*  Near  the  S.  £.  boundary  of 
the  pariih,  there  is  the  veftige  of  an  old  chapel,  called  Kiri^ 
ffiirren^  fuppofed  to  have  been  defigned  for  a  Chapel  of  Eafe. 
The  etymology  of  thefe  names  is  uncertain :  probably  they 
are  either  of  Celtic  or  Saxon  original. 

The  great  military  road  from  Dumfries  to  Port  Patrick, 
runs  through  the  parilh  for  the  fpace  of  four  miles,  in  a 
direAion  nearly  from  N.  E.  to  S,  W,  It  is  feparated  from 
the  pariflies  of  Tongland  and  Balmaghie  by  the  Dee,  a  river 
abounding  with  falmon  of  the   richefl  quality  and   flavour. 

Kelton  is  about  6  miles  In  length.  In  breadth,  it  is 
very  unequal.  At  a  medium,  it  is  nearly  three  miles,  and 
contains  an  area  of  above  9500  fquare  acres.     The  foil  of  the 
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parilh  is  exceedingly  Tarioofly  geoenlly  thin.  In  feme  plaMs, 
it  is  a  fine  loam  ;  in  others,  it  is  a  deep  watery  till,  eipecial- 
ly  on  the  fmall  hills  of  a  conical  figure,  with  whidi  the  poziA 
abounds.  Thefe  little  hills  are  all  arable ;  but  they  render 
the  furface  Tery  uneven.  The  moft  luxuriant  crops  axe  pro- 
duced, in  general,  when  the  gf^und  is  well  manured  with 
dung,  lime,  or  marl.  Lime  is  imported  from  Englsnd  st  1 1* 
Sterling  per  Carlifle  bnihel.  In  the  north  end  of  the  pari(h> 
there  is  abundance  of  the  fineft  flieU  maiL  On  the  S.  and  S. 
W.  borders  of  the  parifli,  there  are  fome  hills,  moftly  corered 
with  heath.  The  higheft  of  thefe  is  fteep  and  rocky,  soitifes 
zxoo  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea. 


Climate  and  Di/iafes^  iSc, — ^Kelton  is  feldom  vifited  with 
thofe  fogs,  or  noxious  damps,  which  are  unfriendly  to  health. 
The  air  is,  in  general,  dry  and  falubrious.  No  difeafes  ire 
known  to  prevail  in  the  parifli,  but  foch  as  appear  in  other 
places  of  the  country,  that  are  deemed  healthful.  Rheamaoc 
complaints  feem  to  prevail  moft.  Fevers  of  different  kinds 
now  and  then  appesir,  and  femetimes  confumptions,  8bc.  The 
ravages  of  the  fmall  pox  are  greatly  prevented  by  the  ha- 
mane  and  fuccefsful  plan  of  inoculation.  Inftances  of  feoge- 
vity  have  not  been  a  wanting  iuKekon.  Seventy  is  not  tec* 
koned  old  age.  Numbers  arrive  at  80  years,  and  feversl  tt 
99,  and  upwards.  There  is  a  woman  now  living  in  the  j^ 
rilb,  aged  between  97  and  100  years  $  and  a  woman 
'  Ifitely  at  the  town  of  Gaftle-Douglzs,  having  reached  the  I 
period  of  X07  or  108  years.  She  remembered  King  Willie 
f be  IIPs  cavalry  paffing  through  this  country  to  Irehnd  ii 
1689.  The  heavieft  rains  here  are  from  the  S.  £.,  South, 
S«  W.  i  and  the  ftrongeft  winds  are  fjrdtn  the  W.  and  S.  W. 
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PrMbMi  taai  Expwtaiiam.i'^Thc  chkS  produce  of  Kdton  is 
oats,  which  aze  of  »  vtrj  good  qmdity*  A  confiderafak  qoan- 
titj  of  barlej,  tod  Uggf  or  bear,  13  raifed  in  the  pariib ;  «a4 
fome  wheat*  Rye,  peafe,  and  beans,  are  ho^uch  cultivat* 
ed ;  but  there  is  plenty  of  potatoes  for  home  confumption, 
and  a  good  deal  for  exportation.  The  lands  are  generally 
hid  down,  or  fown  out,  with  rye-grafs  and  clover.  Few  have 
yet  paid  attention  to  Turnips.  The  average  exportation  of 
grain  is,  of  late  years,  about  aooo  boUs,  each  boU  containing 
1 1  Winchefter  bulhels,  or  as^ooo  Winchefter  bufliels  in  whole. 
The  markets  are,  the  north  of  England,  and  the  weft  of  Scot- 
land. The  oats,  when  well  cleaned,  yield  rather  more  than 
a  ftone  of  meal  per  bufliel.  One  great  hindrance  to  improve* 
meats,  in  this  place,  is  the  high  multures.  Hemp  and  flax 
are  not  much  ptttnded  to  in  this  parilh. 

Blaci  Cattle^  Sbeep^  tJ^.-^The  ftaple  commodity  of  Galloway, 
which  comprehends  the  fliire  of  Wigton,  and  ftewartry  of 
Kirfceudbright,  is  black  cattle  and  iheep.  Bcfides  what  are 
ufed  in  home  confumption,  many  thonfands  of  black  cattle 
are  annually  driven  to  the  £ngli(h  markets.  The  black  cattle 
in  Kelton  amount  to  above  aooo,  are  flrong  made,  and  of  m 
middle  fixe.  The  flieep  do  not  exceed  looo.  Thofe  fed  upon 
the  hilb  are  of  the  fmall  old  breed  of  the  country ;  thofe  fed 
on  the  lower  and  improved  grounds,  are  much  larger  $  gene* 
riHy  of  a  mixed  Engliih  breed,  and  have  finer  wool  $  but  are 
ftronger,  and  not  fo  plealant  to  the  tafte,  as  the  fmall  kind* 
There  are  above  300  horfics  in  the  pariih.— There  are  50 
pkmghs,  and  89  carts  employed  in  huftandry.] 

Pofulatiwu — The  prefent  ftate  of  population  in  Kelton  is 

J 600  foi^.    The  return  to  Dr.  Webfter|nn  Z755,  ^'^  ^Ht 
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increafe  789.  The  proportion  the  fexcs  bear  to  each  othcrij 
about  90,  or  91  males  to  ico  females.  No  diftinfl  regifterof 
births,  marriages  and  deaths,  has  been  kept  in  Kelton,  fince 
the  year  1717  ;  and  therefore,  the  different  ages  of  the  inha- 
bitants cannot,  with  any  fort  of  precifion,  be  afcertained. 
The  increafe  of  population  "has  been  very  confiderablc  in  the 
parifh  fince  the  year  1765,  and  is  flill  advancing,  vritb^  rapid 
progrefs.  Marriages  and  birihs  arc  become  very  frequent, 
bccaufe  of  tl;e  continual  increafe  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  diflcreiit  profclTions  ve  as  f«lIows : 


Merchant^ 

. 

14 

Hair-drciler, 

I 

Squarc-mcn  or  wrights. 

Bakers, 

ft 

Smiths, 

• 

MafonSy        •         •        . 

14 

Tailor*, 

- 

10 

Slater,          .        ,        • 

Wcavcrt, 

- 

14 

Stocking  weaver,        • 

Butchert, 

- 

Sadler, 

X 

Surgeon, 

. 

Tobacco  fplnnen, 

ft 

Shoemakers 

- 

Carriers, 

ft 

Ciockmaker, 

• 

. — ■ 

loaU, 

^ 

•            »            *            • 

%% 

Churchy  Schools,  and  Po6r. — The  King  1%  fole  patron  ©f  th« 
united  parklies.  The  ilipend  of  Keltoni  as  fettled  in  the  jest 
1788,15801.  Sterling  neat, .  exclufive  of  a  glel^e  of  about 
i  5  acres.  The  manfe  and  offices  were  rebuilt  in  the  year 
x'jrj'j. — There  are  three 'Ichools  in  the  partib,  but  they  ai*? 
very  poorly  endowed*  One  of  thefc  has  only  2 1*  8  s.  9  d* 
another  2  1.  10  s*  and  the  principal  fchool  about  8 1.  4  s.  Ster- 
ling of  annual  fulary,  exclufive  of  fchool  wages,  which  are 
very  low  in  thi$  place.  Above  50  fcholars  ufually  attend 
each  of  thcfe  fchools. — The  poor  are,  for  the  moft  part,  fup- 
plied  by  the  collcilions  made  in  the  church.  There  arc  not 
above  12  at  prefent  upon  the  lift.  The  coUedions  for  the 
poor  amount  to  about  24  I.  Sterling  per  annua),  at  an  average« 
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There  are  no  mortifications  in  Kelton  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor. 
The  church  was  rebuilt  io  the  year  1743-  In  1783,  a  large 
aile  was  added  to  it ;  and  ftill,  it  is  b;  far  too  fmall  for  tho 
accommodation  of  the  people* 

tueL — ^Peats  are  the  fuel  that  has  been  commonlj  ufed 
in  Kelton  i  but  thej  are  now  become  verj  icarcet  as  the 
mofs  in  moft  places,  is  nearly  exhaufted.  No  coal  has  yet 
been  found  in  this  country,  and  the  expence  of  that  article 
from  England  is  exceedingly  high*  Coals,  at  prefent,  in  the 
port  of  Kirkcudbright,  are  fold  at  1 1.  8  s.  Sterling  per  ton, 
exclufive  of  cartage,  which,  to  the  confumer  in  Kelton,  raifea 
the  price  to  about  two  guineas  per  ton  *• 

Renty  Heritors^  l^r*^The  rental  of  Kelton,  as  it  ftandf 
upon  the  Cefs  Roll,  is  3598 1.  Seotch.  The  real  rent  is  above 
4500 1.  Sterling.  There  are  z8  Heritors  in  the  parifb|  7  of 
whom  refide. 

Villages  and  Markets. — ^There  are  two  villages  in  the  pa- 
riih,  both  upon  the*  military  road,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
diftant  from  each  other.  At  the  fouth  weft  village,  called 
Rbonboufe  er  Kelttm  Hiil^  there  is  held  on  the  firft  Tuefday 
after  the  17th  day  of  June,  O.  S.  an  annual  horfe  fair,  the 
largeft,  perhaps,  of  any  in  Scotland,  where  there  is,  generallyi 
a  veiy  fine  (hew  of  all  forts  of  horfes.  To  this  fair,  vaft 
numbers  of  horfe-dealers  refort  from  England,  Ireland, 
and  the  eaft,  fouth,  and  weft  of  Scotland.  Manylchapmen 
and  hawkers  frequent  Kelton  Hill  fair.  Upon  the  hill  ad* 
joining  to  the  village,  where  the  fair  is  held,  many  large  and 
well  covered  tents   are  ereded  by  people  from  Dumfries* 

;     Kirkcttdbrighti 
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KirkcoArtglit,  Gatehoufis  of  Fleet,  Sec  floral  wklifiovifioDl 
•ad  all  forts  of  U^ums,  for  the  accommodarinn  and  rafreb- 
flient  of  thofe  whofe  bufinefa  calls  them  to  the  fair ;  aid,  oo»* 
fidering  the  vaft  concourfe  of  people  upon  that  occafion,  thcj 
generally  difpofe  of  their  articles  to  advantage.  The  fair 
la'b  only  one  daj.  At  this  place  too,  a  weeklj  market  for 
Mack  cattle  is  held  upon  Monday,  beginning  in  Oftober,  sod 
•nding  iii  December,  every  year. 

THidi  nni  Manm/kaara. — ^Tbe  other  viUage,  foraerlj 
called  Carlrnvmrif  now  eraded  into  a  free  and  independent 
burgh  of  barony,  and  denominated  Caftle'-Dvtigla*^  afiier  the 
fuperior,  is  fituated  at  the  north  comer  of  the  Carlinwaik 
Loch,  Within  the  limits  of  this  burgh,  there  are,  at  prefeot, 
between  600  and  feo  inhabitaats,  where,  16  years  ago,  there 
were  not  to.  At  this  town  a  baaking  branch  is  now  eftab- 
liflied  I  and,  two  companies  are  engaged  in  the  maaofs&tzxc 
of  cotton:  one  of  thefe  companies,  (in  which  the  fuperior, 
William  Douglas  £fq«  of  Caftle-Douglas,  a  gentleman  of 
great  property*  and  principal  heritor  of  the  parilli^  is  coaoero- 
ed,)  proceeds  upon  a  pretty  large  fcale.  Here.  likewifiBb « 
Ibap^work,  brewery,  taftaery,  and  woollep  aaanufaftory,  are 
in  contemplation^  One  great  hindrance,  however,  to  tte 
eftabliflime&t  and  carrying  pa  of  extenfive  raannfaOiKes  in  this 
|dacc,  with  fucodTs,  and  to  advantage,  is  the  fcarcity  of  fuel* 
Should  a  plan  be  adopted  whereby  to  remedy  that  iaconveoi- 
pice,  it  would  tend  much  to  the  benefit  of  Kelton,  and  this 
conatry  in  general.  Were  the  tax  taken  off  the  importattoD 
of  coaia  from  England,  that  falutary  ei|d  would,  perhaps,  10 
a  great  meafure,  be  attained.  In  regard  to  population,  the 
town  of  Caftle-Douglas,  is  increafing  with  rapidity,  and  needs 
pnly  manufadures  to  render  it  confiderable  *, 

'  *  There  U  a  pott  oflice  at  CafllcDouglaf,  where  mails  arc  dlipatcficd  voi  n^ 
(f  4T^  eycfy  day,  to  and  from  all  the  principal  poft-^fficcs  in  Great  Britaioasd  Ire- 
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iVrngHf  SitvaniJf  t^r— Tbe  conmon  nice  of  wages  giTW  •• 
a  mfta  fervant,  fit  ftfr  eveiy  branch  of  hnfbaodiyy  is  from  t 
to  9  gmncas  per  antmoi.  And  the  wages  given  to  the  bcft 
womcao  fiorvMitB,  are  from  5 1.  10  s.  to  4  L  to  s.  per  anmsfli* 
Forty  years  ago,  <he  very  beft  men  lervants  received  no  more 
than  aX  per  annum,  and  the  beft  female  fervants  15  s*  Stec!^ 
ling.  The  common  rate  of  wages,  then»  was  coniiderablj 
lower  than  is  ftaled  abovcb  Cotter's  wages  are  sow  abont  1 5  L 
SterUsg  per  annum*  Tradeiinen  have  i  s.  8  d.  per  day,  and 
fomereoet^  more,  oxcloGve  of  viduals.  The  number  «f 
flsen  fervants  laKelton,  including  cotters,  of  wboaei  there  4a» 
30,  amounts  to  about  xoo*  The  fcmale  fervants  are  itearijr 
4oQUe  chat  number. 

J!fi/Ir«— There  aire  three  com  mills  in  tiie  parifli,  one  barley 
nin,  and  one  flax  mill.  Though  Aaz  is  not  much  attended  to  in 
Helton,  Ae  miU  is  fopplied  from  the  neighbourhood  around  ^« 

Late  4md  Marl. — ^Near  the  north  comer  of  the  parifli, 
there  is  a  hke,  commonly  -called  Tie  Cariimeari  Loeb^  along 
the  weft  fide  of  which  runs  the  military  road.  The  extent 
of  this  loch,  before  it  was  partly  drained  in  the  year  1765, 
was  1x6  fquare  acres.  Ten  feet  of  water  were  then  taken  off 
from  it  by  a  cut,  or  canal,  to  the  water  of  Dee.  Now  it  is  only 
80  Iquare  acres  in  extent.  This  loch  is  one  great  fource  4f 
improvement  to  Kekon  vaA  the  neighbourhood.    It  contains 


land.  ABoot  fix  years  ago,  the  poftaget  reeciwd  at  thif  office,  amounted  0DI7 1« 
aboQC  48  or  50  L  Steriing,  and  did  Hot  defray  the  expence  of  th«  eftablifhment. 
Now  It  ySddi  a  rerenne  of  r40 1.  dtcriing  per  annnm,  and  it  ftill  upon  the  iacreale. 
*  The  rate  of  living  bean  a  foil  proportion  to  the  increaie  of  wages.  It  is  a 
wcH  known  fad,  that  50  years  ago,  50 L  was  more  than  eqaal  to  xjo  L  now  ; 
fb  great  has  heao  the  advance  of  every  article  of  livisg.  Provliloas,  Occ.  off . 
•t  att  Ua4$f  fiiU  contiave  to  nfc  in  their  price. 
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in  itfelf,  and  the  moflet  adjoining,  an  inexhaudible  fund  of  thd 
veiy  bed  fhell  marl.  The  marl  is  taken  out  of  the  loch  bj 
means  of  boats  and  ballad  bags,  wrought  with  a  wheel  j  i 
mode  that  is  pretty  expeditious  ;  and  it  is  taken  out  of  the 
mo^eSt  in  the  way  of  throwing,  ufually  praftifed  in  other  parts 
of  the  country* 

.  ImprovemetUs. — Stnoe  the  loch  was  drained,  the  face  of  the 
country,  all  »G»sd,  has  undergone  a  Tery  wonderful  change  is 
point  of  improvement.  Not  only  Kelton,  but  the  partflies  of 
Buittle,  Crolsmichael,  Balmaghie,  Parton,  BalmacleUan  and 
Kells,  reap  the  benefit  of  the  marl,  from  the  Carlinwark 
Loch  and  its  vicinity*  Marl  is  carried %from  the  Loch  in  flat 
bottomed  boats,  along  the  canal  to  the  Dee,  in  large  quanti- 
ties, for  the  improvement  of  the  lands  on  each  fide.  It  is 
conveyed  up  the  river,  by  means  of  thefe  flats,  as  far  as  New 
Galloway,  to  the  diftance  of  25  or  z 6  miles*.  Before  the 
lata  improvements  in  hulbandry,  the  crops  in  this  place  were, 
in  general,  very  light ;  and  the  grain,  in  quantity  and  quatitjt 
inferior,  by  far,  to  what  it  is  now. 

Antiquities ^^^\t  the  N.  E.  boundary  of  the  parifli,  there 
is  the  veftige  of  an  old  Druidical  temple,  near  to  which  there 
is  an  abundant  fpring  of  excellent  water*  It  was,  probably  heM 
iacfed  to  the  worihip  of  the  pagan  Gud,.7i&or.  Frcm  this 
temple,  the  farm  in  which  it  is  fituated,  feems  to  have  deriv' 
its  name,  T,hors  or  ^ors^  plural,  being  now  divided  into  «/• 
per^  and  nether* 

When  the  water  was  let  out  of  the  Carlingxfrark  loch,  in 
the  year  1765,  at  the  mouth  of  the  drain  next  to  the  Loch, 

there 

*  In  the  Carliogwark  Loch,  there  are  pikes,  perches  and  eeK  which  are  cos- 
fiixned  in  the  neig|^bourhood« 
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there  was  found  a  dam^  or  building  of  ftone,  mofs,  and  clay  *, 

v?hich  appeal^  to  have  been  defigned  for  deepening  the  Loch. 

Before  it  was  drained,  there  were  two  iflcs  in  the  Loch,  the 

Vol.  VI I  L  Q^q  one 

*  Bc{Lde«  the  {lone  dam  mentioned  above,  there  was  one  of  oak  wood  and 
earth,  at  the  end  of  the  town  of  Caitle  Dou^aa,  now  covered  by  the  military 
read.  Aboat  this  place,  many  horfe-Ihoes  were  found,  funk  deep  in  the  mad, 
of  quite  a  different  make  from  thofe  now  in  afe.  Several  very  large  ftag  heads 
were  got  in  the  Loch ;  a  large  brafs  pan  was  alfu  found  in  it.  Near  the  S.  W. 
comer  of  the  Loch,  a  brafs /«;/«,  or  dagger,  22  inches  long,  and  placed  with  gold, 
irvas  raifed  from  the  bottom  hi  a  bag  of  marl.  The  pugio  is  in  the  pofTeOion  of 
Mr.  Gordon  of  Greenlaw.  On  the  wefLllde,  near  the  fouth  corner  of  the  Koch, 
l>et%veen  it  and  the  military  road,  there  is  a  fmall  piece  of  rifing  ground,  in  view  o£ 
the  cafile  of  Thrieve  §,  and  diftant  from  it,  a  full  mile,  called  Tin  GaUow  Lot^ 
On  the  top  of  this,  ileod  a  gibbet  or  gallows,  upi»n  which  were  executed  thofe 
whom  Douglas,  JLord  of  Thrieve  Cattle,  thought  proper  to  criminate.  Here,  it 
is  faid,  McClelland  of  Raeberry,  Lord  Kirkcudbright,  was  put  to  death  by  the 
xommand  of  Douglas,  notwithftanding  the  king's  letters  demanding  his  releafe. 
This  cxTcumftance  proved  fatal  to  Douglas,  hu  family  and  intereft,  in  this  part 
-of  the  country.  The  remains  of  Raebery  lie  buried  in  the  church  of  Kirkcor* 
jnock,  as  appears  from  the  iafcrlption  upon  a  grave- ftnnc  there.  In  the  centre 
of  a  cairn,  near  Gelfton,  was  found  a  ftone  cofHn,  above  7  feet  long,  and  3  feet 
^wide,  in  which  were  human  bones,  in  length  and  tliicknef",  larger  by  far  than 
the  now  common  (ice ;  alfo  a  brafs  or  copper  helmet,  with  fome  other  impl&- 
jncnts  of  war.  greatly  corroded.  Not  far  from  this  place,  a  nicely  carved  urn 
waj  dug  oot  of  the  earth,  filled  with  a  reddifli  duft.  On  the  hills,  near  the  S.  £. 
liotiodary  of  the  pariih,. there  are  the  vefkiges  of  two  large  Danifh  or  Saxon  en- 
campments, of  a  circular  form,  aiid  not  far  from  one  another;  the  one  xiy,  and 
,tbe  other  68  paces  in  diameter,  ftron^ly  fortified  with  triple  walls  of  {lone,.of  a 
great  thicknefs.  In  the  S.  E.  border  of  the  parifli,  likewifb,  there  has  anciently 
been  a  pottery.  The  place,  where  the  cUy  had  been  dug  up  for  the  work,  is 
ftill  verydifccrnible,  and  the  fragments  of  earthen  ware  are  frequently  to  be  feen 
•in  the  fields  adjoining.  From  this  work,  the  farm,  in  which  it  was  iituatcd,  has 
cierived  its  name,  FotUrlamd,  There  arc  fcvcr^il  beautiful  moats  in  the  pariih, 
and  the  ruins  of  a  caftle  that  belouged  to  the  Lords  of  Kirkcudbright,  which  had 
been  furrounded  with  a  wide  and  deep  ditch,  filled  with  water. 

§  *Tbe  CafiUofYn^xt^vrfiandt  upon  an  ijland  furrounded  by  the  Det,  and  belengj  t» 
The  pmrlpi  »/  Balmaghle,  An  accurate  account  of  this  ancient  and  fumoui  CafiU  m^  hf 
renin  Jk£r.  GrOSE*s  j^'ntlquitUt, 
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one  near  the  north  end,  ud  the  other  near  the  footh  end  of 
it.  Thefe  ifles  were  plwtn  of  reft,  for  large  qoantides  of  wa- 
ter  'fowls,  of  Tarious  kinds,  which  annnallj  came  and  bred 
there  ;  even  wild  geefe,  it  is  &id^  have  been  fomettiaes  knows 
to  breed  on  tbefe  ifles.  There  was  always  a  traditioo  in  tbe 
parilb,  that  there  had  been  a  town  in  the  Loch,  whicb  fook, 
or  was  drowned  $  and  that  there  were  two  churches  or  chapels, 
-  one  on  each  of  the  large  ifles :  There  is  alfo  a  tradition,  that 
the  cannon,  with  which  James  the  I  Vth.  battered  the  cafile  of 
Tbriev0f  was  made,  (that  is,  the  ftaves  were  put  together  voi 
hooped,)  at  Buchan*8  Croft  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Loch.  One 
of  the  balls,  weighing  48  pounds,  picked  out  of  the  wall  d 
Thrieve,  is  now  at  Greenlaw.  Tbe  veftige,  or  foundation  of 
an  iron  forge,  was  dtfcovered  on  the  fouth  ifle.  Around  it, 
likewife,  there  had  been  a  ftone  building,  or  rampart ;  and, 
firom  this  iQe,  to  the  oppofite  fide,  on  the  N.  £•  there  is  a 
road  of  ftone  fecured  by  piles  of  oak  wood,  with  an  openingf 
fuppofed  to  have  been  for  a  draw-bridge.  In  feveral  places 
of  the  Loch,  canoes  were  found,  which  appear  to  have  bees 
hollowed,  after  the  manner  of  Ifee  American  Savages,  vrith 
fire.  « On  a  fmall  ifle,  near  the  north  pnd  of  the  Loch,  there 
was  found  a  large  iron  mallet  or  hammer,  ftained  on  one  end 
with  blood.  It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Antiquarian  So- 
ciety at  Edinburgh,  find  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  an  inftru- 
ment  ufed  by  the  ancient  Dn^dsi  in  killing  their  (acnfices. 
On  feveral  of  the  little  ifles  in  the  Loch,  were  large  frames  of 
black  Oak,  neatly  joined.  There  are  two  fmal}  ifles,  that 
have  been  evidently  formed  by  ftrong  piles  of  wood  driven  in- 
fo the  mofs  and  marl,  on  which  were  placed  large  frames  o( 
t>lack  oak.  The  tops  of  th^fe  were  fully  fix  feet  under  water 
before  the  Loch  was  drained*  The  defign  of  thefe  works  is 
not  at  preftnt  kn<{^« 


if  KtUm  307 

CharaBiTf  l^^.— -The  inhabitants  of  Kelton  are»  in  general, 
an  intelligenti  polite,  fecial,  and  hofpitabk  people.  In  regard 
to  elegance  in  houfes,  neatnels  of  drefs  and  genteel  living, 
tbey  are  equal,  if  not  fapetlor  to  their  neighbonra  around 
them.  The  fentiments  of  the  people  of  Kelton,.  with  refpeft  to 
religion  and  morality,  are,  for  the  moft  part,  rational,  juft,  and 
free  from  bigotry.'— None  belonging  to  the  pariih,  in  the  me- 
mory o£  the  oldeft  now  living,  have  fuffered  the  pains  of  law 
for  any  capital  crime.*— There  afe  fonr  noted  inns  in  the  pa^* 
liih,  and  many  fmall  tippling  houfes.  Thefe  little  gin  Ihops 
have  a  ruinous  eficft,  upon  the  health  and  morals  of  the  low« 
er  claflcs  of  tbc  people ;  the  adopting,  therefore,  fome  effe&ual 
meafure  for  their  fuppreffion,  would  be  a  bufinefs  not  un* 
worthy  the  attention  of  thofe,  to  whom  (he  police  of  the 
country  is  intrufted* 
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NUMBER    XVI 
PARISH   OF   APPLEGARTH. 

(County  and  Synod  of  Burrrfries. — Prejhytery  of  Lachmal<nJ 


Situation^  Rivers^  Extent^  He. 


THE  pari(h  of  Applegarth,  or  Applegirth,  lies  ia  that 
^  part  of  the  ihire  of  Dumfries,  which  was  formerly  cal- 
led the  Stewartry  of  Annandale.  The  river  Annan  divides  it 
from  the  pariihes  of  LA>chinaben  and  Johnfton,  and  the  water 
of  Dryfc,  for  a  confide rable  way,  from  the  parilh  of  Dryfdale. 
Thefe  two  waters  join  together  about  a  mile  below  the 
church.  The  fouthermofl  part  of  the  parifh,  is  of  a  triangu* 
lar  form.  Its  greatell  length  from  fouth  tonorthy  is  about  6, 
and  its  greateft  breadth  from  weft  to  eaft,  about  5  miles.  The 
diftance  from  Dumfries,  the  county  towQi  is  about  11  miles^ 
and  from  Annan  about  ii. 

Produce,  5oi7,  l^c, — ^Thefe  arc  alfo  the  neareft  fea-port towns^ 
and  to  one  or  other  of  thefc  ports,  the  grain  produced  in  the 
parifh  is  ufually  carried,  and  from  thence  exported  either  to 
England  or  Greenock.      The  barley  is  commonly  fent  to 

Liverpool 
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Liverpool,  and  the  oat  meal  to  Greenock,  to  fupply  Glafgow, 
Paiflcy,  and  the  weft  country,  from  which  there  is  fometime^ 
a  confid^erable  demand.  The  lands  in  the  parifh,  in  general, 
are  good,  efpecially  upon  the  banks  of  Annan  and  Dryfe. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  what  is  called  holm  land,  which  bears 
very  good  crops  of  barley  and  oats.  Sowing  of  wheat  is  not 
much  ufed  in  the  parifh,  nor  in  this  part  of  the  country* 
Lime,  which  is  now  greatly  ufed  as  a  manure,  is  brought,  at 
the  difiance  of  I3  miles,  from  the  fouthermoft  part  of  the  pa« 
riQi,  and  is  alfo  carried  to  the  high  grounds,  where  the  foil  i^ 
not  fo  good ;  and  in  general  good  crops  are  produced  after 
liming. 

Roads^  \3c. — The  great  turn-pike  road  from  Carlifle  to 
Clafgow  and  Edinburgh,  paiTcs  through  the  parifh,  fromi 
fouth  to  north,  about  iix  miles.  This  road  was  made  abouf 
15  years  ago,  and  has  been  of  the  higheft  advantage  to  the  im« 
provement  of  this  neighbourhood.  A  mail  coach,  from  London 
to  Glafgow,  paiTes  thr^uglv  the  parifli,  every  day,  along  the 
faid  turn-pike  road ;  and  carriers  almoft  daily  from  Glafgow  - 
to  Carliile,  and  the-manufaduring  towns  in  England.  There 
is  a  (tage  in  the  parilh,  viz.  Dinwoodie  Green,  where  the 
mail  coach  fiops  and  changes  horfes.  This  ftage  is  only  5 
sniles  diftant  from  the  vilkge  of  Lockerby,  where  there  is  a 
poft  office,  zi  miles  from  Ecclesfechan,  and  zi  from  Mofiat, 
which  are  alfo  ftages,  and  have  poft  offices.  Through  the  lat- 
ter village,  a  diligence  pafles  from  Dumfries  to  Edinburgh, 
3  times  a- week,  w*hich  renders  travelling  from  this  part  of 
the  country,  to  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow,  very  eafy  and  con^ 
venient.  The  paiifti  is  diftant  from  Edinburgh  about  60 
vitles,  and  nearly  an  equal  diftance  from  Glafgow. 

Proprietors  and  Rentn-^Thtre  are  fix  heritors  in  the  parifh, 

but 
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but  onljr  one  of  them  refides,  vis.  Sir  WiHitm  Jardine  of  Ap« 
pleganh»  Bart,  who  has  the  moft  cosfiderable  property  in  it. 
The  valued  rent  is  6735  merks.  The  real  rent  u  efiimated 
at  between  2800 1.  and  3000 1.  Sterling ;  but  the  proprieton 
are  not  all  willing  to  difdofe  the  amount  of  their  rents. 

Population. — ^Tbe  number  of  inhabitants,  in  the  parifli,  have 
greatly  decreafed  within  the  laft  15  jrears,  owing  to  the  pro* 
prietors  of  the  lands,  having  conjoined  a  number  of  fmall 
farms  together,  and  let  them  to  one  tenant.  The  males  aad 
females  born  in  the  pariih  are  nearly  equal*  For  the  fpace  of 
15  years,  there  has  been  only  eight  more  males  bom  than 
females.  This,  however,  cannot  be  ezaAly  aicertmined,  for 
the  Seceders  leldom  enter  the  names  of  their  children  in  the 
regifter.  The  following  table  exhibits  the  ancieot  and  prc« 
lent  ftate  of  the  population : 

PoruLATloN  Tablb  of  the  Pa&ish  of  ArpttGA&TB. 
Populttioo  in  the  year  1777,        ...        ^4^ 
t^  1755 «97 

.  *'  Increafe  in  is  yetn,  -         ...         jfi 

P<a|mhtion  in  1 79S1  •        •        •        •        •        741 


Decreafe,  on  the  whole,  in  37'yeaii^        -      -  156 
Average  of  hirths,            .            •             •        .  14^ 
c             Kumbcr  of  males,             ...  jj^ 
femalet,           -           -           -           ^  384 

■  Memben  of  theSfiahUihed  Churcfa,  68j 
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■     ■        Proprieton  refiding,           -             -  X 

■■■    ■  ■!'             Don-fefidiflf,               .     •  5 

Churchy  l^f  .^-The  manfe  is  an  old  houfe,  built  upwards  of 
(o  years  ago*    The  church  is  fitnated  near  the  river  Annan, 

sod 


of  Appkgartb.  3  a 

and  WS8  Iwilt  about  30  years  ago.  It  is  large  wSl  well  builty 
and  fufficient,  at  p^efent,  Co  contain  the  whole  inhabitants  of  thai 
pariih.  It  has  a  large  jam^  rerj  commodious  for  difpenf. 
ing  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  which,  in  fome  of 
the  neighbouring  pariihes,  for  want  of  room  in  the  churches, 
is  difpenfed  in  the  fields.  The  ftip^d  has  been,  for  upwards 
of  60  years,  7I 1.  Sterling,  including  Communion  Elements  ; 
but  the  Lords  of  Council  and  SelBon  have  lately  been  pleaC- 
cd  to  grant  an  augmentation  of  4  chalders  of  vidual,  2  of 
them  meal,  and  a  of  them  bear,  which  will  now  make  the 
ftipend  lop  guineas  a*year,  or  better.  The  glebe  is  Tery 
imall,  only  coofifting  of  between  5  aqd  6  acres. 

It  is  generally  fnppofed,  that  there  have  been  2  parifhea 
annexed  to  Applegarth,  viz.  Sibbaldbie  and  Dinwoodie.  It 
is  not  certain,  however,  whether  Dinwoodie  was  ever  a  dif- 
tinft  pariih  or  not.  It  appears  rather  to  have  been  a  Chapel 
of  £afe  to  Applegarth.  Sibbaldbie  has  been  a  diftind  pariih ; 
and,  fome  of  the  old  people,  now  living,  remember  to  havo 
feen  the  church  ilanding,  of  which  there  are  illll  fome  vefti« 
ges.  The  miniiler  of  Applegarth  was  in  ufe  to  oiEciate  oc- 
cafionally  at  Sibbaldbie,  The  Marquis  of  Annandale  claims 
the  patronage  of  Sibbaldbie.  Sir  )Villiam  Jardine  is  patron 
of  Applegarth,  and  claims  alfo  the  patronage  of  Sibbaldbie. 

Schools  and  Poor«^*There  are  a  fchool-houfes  lately  bnih 
in  the  pariih,  at  the  expence  of  the  heritors,  who  have  volun- 
tary afleised  themfelves  with  the  payment  of  5  1.  Sterling  aur 
nually,  to  one  of  the  fchoolmafters,  and  3  1.  6  s.  3  d.  to  the 
other.  There  are  about  xo  or  xa  peribns  in  the  pariih  on  the 
poor's  lift,  who  occailonally  get  a  fmall  fupply  from  the  coU 
leftions  made  in  the  church  i  and,  there  is  a  mortification  of 
^  L  6  s.  8  d.  granted  by  the  family  of  Applegarth,  which,  by 
t]ic  ^eed  of  mof  tificatioo,  is  to  be  4i^buted  at  the  fight|  and 

V 


312  Statifltcal  Acqiiunt 

by  the  advice  of  the  Kirk-SeffioA,  amongit  the  poor  in  th« 
barooj  of  Applegarth,  and  nine  merk  land  of  Sibbaldbie; 
'which  is  that  part  of  the  old  parifli  of  Sibbaldbie,  that  belongs 
to  the  efiate  of  Applegardi. 

Fuel  and  MUb, — ^Thetooiinon  fuel  is  peats,  the  procamg 
of  which  occafions  a  very  great  labour  for  the  people,  during 
the  whole  of  fummer ;  and,  in  wet  feafons,  the  inhabitants  are 
greatly  diltrefled  for  want  of  fuel  in  winter.  There  arc  3 
com  mQls  in  the  parifli,  a  barley  and  Knt  mill  were  lately 
built  on  the  water  of  Dryfe,  and  another  lint  mill  is  now 
building  on  the  water  of  Annan* 

Cattle  tind  produce, — There  are  only  a  or  3  fiieep  farms  in 
the  parifli.  The  number  of  fiieep  does  not  exceed  i8co  or 
2000.  There  are  about  1500  black  cattle,  150  borfes,  and 
60  ploughs.  The  farmers,  in  general,  are  in  tolerable  good 
circumflances  ;  and,  from  the  high  prices  of  black  cattle,  (the 
crops  alfo  being  good  after  liming,  and  oats,  meal  and  barlej, 
giving  a  good  price,)  they  are  now  better  able  to  pay  their 
'  rents,  than  they  were  feme  years  ago,  though  the  rents  have 
been  raifed  confiderably.  The  average  price  of  barley  is  from 
2  s.  6  d.  to  3  s.,  the  Winchefter  bufliel  \  of  oats  a  s.  or  a  s.  6  A* 
end  oat  meal  i  s.  8  d.  or  1  s.  9  d.  per  ftone.  Thefe  are  the 
ftaple  commodities  by  which  many  of  the  tenants  pay  tbeir 
rents.  A  confiderable  nnmber  of  black  cattle  alfo  are  reared 
in  the  parifli ;  and  thefe,  when  about  a  year  and  a  half  oM, 
are  fold  for  about  z  1.  10  s.  or  3 1.  each. 

Ctf//;Wrio«.-— Several  of  the  farmers  are  now  getting  into  a 
better  mode  of  managing  their  farms,  by  fummer  fallowing, 
hy  fowing  turnips,  planting  cabbages,  and  other  green  cropj»; 
after  which  tfiey  fow  barley  with  grafs  feeds.     It  is. not  long 
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£nce  tlie  Towing  of  barley  was  introduced  into  the  parifli.  Bear, 
which  ftill  moftly  prevails,  was  univerfally  fown.  Few  of 
the  farms  are  inclofed.  It  would  be  a  very  great  improvement 
to  this  part  of  the  country,  and  of  advantage  to  the  farmers, 
if  their  farms  were  all  inclofed,  and. fubdivided  with  dykes, 
and  hedges.  The  hedges  would  thrive  exceedingly  well,  as 
the  foil,  in  general,  is  good,  and  wher^  they  have  been  plant- 
ed, they  have  thriven  welL 

Mifcellaneous  Ob/ervations,''^1ht  farmers  and  the  pari(hion^ 
ers  in  general,  are  laborious  and  induftrious,  and  commonly 
very  healthy.  Fevers,  or  any  epidemical  diforders,  feldom  p]%- 
vail  in  the  parilh,  except  the  fmall  pox,  which  carries  off  fe« 
veral  of  the  children.  Moft  of  the  couh  try  people  ftill  entertain 
flrong  prejudices  agatnft  inoculation,  though  not  fo  great  as 
formerly  $  for  feveral  have  been  latdy  prevailed  on  to  get 
their  children  inoculated,  and  thefe  inftances  have  always 
been  attended  with  remarkable  fuccefs. — Many  of  the  natives 
live  to  a  good  age.  There  were,  fom'e  time  ago,  in  the 
church,  in  one  day,  three  old  men,  whofe  ages  amounted  to 
170.  Several  of  them  live  to  the  age  of  80  or  90,  but  few 
or  none  to  loo.'— There  are  no  villages  in  the  panih,  nor  ma- 
nafadurea  of  any  kind  carried  on,  except  by  a  few  weavers, 
who  are  chiefly  employed  by  the  inhabitants. 
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NUMBER    XVII. 
PARISH  OF  BEITH. 

(Counties  of  Ayr  and  Renfrev).^^FreJhytery  of  Irinni^''^ynoi 
of  Giafgow  and  Ayr^ 

By  Ihe  Rev.  Mr.  Datid  M'Clellak. 


Situation  and  Extent. 

THIS  parilh  lies  within  the  county  of  Ayr,  and  diflricl 
of  Cunningham  i  excepting  4  farms  which  belong  to 
Renfrewfhirei  en  the  border  of  which  it*  is  fituated.  It  ex* 
tends  about  5  milbs  in'  length,  from  £.  to  W,  and  its 
breadth  is  about  4,  The  land  rifes  by  a  gradual  albent  firom 
S.  to  N.  where  there  is  a  fmall  ridge  of  hills,  whofe  fummits 
^re  elevated,  perhaps  about  400  feet,  above  the  lowell  ground 
in  the  pariib,  or  500  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea. 

Rentf  Heritors^  Cultivation^  Ifc  «-»The  valued  rent,  of  that 
part  of  the  parilh  which  lies  in  Ayrihire,  is  61 15  L  145.  a  d* 
Scot<;h ;  and  that  of  the  4  farms  in  Rehfrewlhire,  i6j  1.  6  s. 
8  d*  The  real  rent  is  believed  to  be  in  fome  places  6  tifDCs, 
in  others,  8  times,  and,  perhaps  in  others,  owing  to  their  vi- 
cinity to  the  town  of  Beith,  the  richnefs  of  the  foil,  or  die 
high  cultivation  of  the  lands,  even  1%  times  the  valued  z^nt* 
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There  are  two  elrcumftances  chiefly,  which  ferve  to  account 
for  the  high  rent  of  lands  in  this  neighbourhood*  The  coun- 
trj  is  populous,  and  property  is  greatly  fubdivided.  Beith 
is  furrounded  on  all  fides  with  confiderable  villages  and  towns* 
to  the  number  of  la,  within  as  many  miles.  The  fubdivi- 
fioa  of  property  is  more  remarkable,  in  this  and  the  neigti- 
bouring  pari(hes,  than  perhaps  in  any  other  part  of  Scotland. 
There  are  in  this  parijh  1^5  heritorSf  befides  a  confiderable 
number  of  fmaller  proprietors  in  the  Tillage.  This  circum- 
fiance  is  fuppofed  to  have  much  influence  upon  the  cultiva-i 
tion,  and  of  confequence  upon  the  produce  and  rent  of  lands* 
The  fimaU  land-holders  generally  refide  upon  their  own  pro- 
perty ;  and  improyements  made  by  any  of  them,  in  the  cul« 
tiyation  of  their  lands,  and  management  of  their  farms,  are 
more  readily  adopted  by  the  reft,  than  thofe  introduced  by 
perfons  who  have  large  eftates,  or  carry  on  farming  upon  a 
more  extcnfive  fcale,  becaufe  they  are  evidently  more  within 
their  reach.  The  lands  in  this  pariih  are  almoft  all  arable, 
and  were  eenerally.inclofed  many  years  ago*  The  common 
praftice  amongft  farmers  is  to  plough  only  a  third  part  of 
the  arable  ground  annually,  upon  which  they  raife  oats  or 
barley;  but  (eldom  any  wheat,  peas  or  beans.  Rye-grafa 
ieed  is  frequently  fown,  where  the  ground  is  rich,  or  well 
manured  $  but  very  little  clover  is  raifed,  and  fometimes  hay 
is  made  from  the  natural  grafs. 

Cbeefe^  Cattle^  (jr.^— The  tenants  in  this  pa];iih  pay  their 
rents  chiefly  from  their  dairy*  They  almoft  univerfally  make 
fweet  milk  cheefe.  The  method  of  making  this  cheefe  was 
firft  introduced  into  this  country,  by  a  farmer's  wife  in^the 
pariih  of  Dunlop,  about  the  beginning  of  this  centuty ;  and 
from  this  circumftance,  it  has  got  the  name  of  Dunhp  cheefe* 
It  is  a  commodity  which  has  been  rifing  in  value  for  a  long 
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time  pad.  The  prefeot  price  is  7  s.  per  ftonei  containing  14  lb. 
Englifli.  About  100  cows  are  kept  for  thepurpofe  of  mak- 
ing cheefe.  The  average  produce  from  each  cow,  befides 
what  goes  to  the  ufe  of  the  family,  is  fuppofed  to  be  3  1. 10  s. 
S'i-rling  per  annum  ;  and  confequently,  the  quantity  of  cheefe 
fent  to  the  market  annually,  from  this  pari(h,  ihould  bring  to 
the  farmers  about  3300 1.  *. 

Roads  and  Bridges. ^^ht  great *road  from  Glafgow,  by 
Faifley,  to  Irvine,  Ayr  and  Port-Patrick,  pafles  through  the 
town  of  Beith.  It  is  much  frequented,  efpecially  in  fummer. 
A  ftage  coach,  in  fome  fcaibns,  runs  in  that  diredion  fromGlaf- 
gaw  to  Ayr,  three  times  a-week*  The  parifh  roads,  in  feveni 
places,  are  not  in  good  repair,  owing  to  .the  deepnefs  of  the 
foil,  or  the  fcarcicy  of  proper  materials.  The  ftatate  labour 
is  paid  in  money.  All  the  roads .  are  well  fupplied  with 
bridges,  wherever  they  have  been  found  neceiTary,  There 
are  no  turnpikes  in  the  pariih. . 

Ecckjiqftical  State^-^Tht  Carl  of  Eglintoun  is  Patron. 
The  IHpend  paid  to  the  minifter,  by  ufe  and  wont,  (for  there 
is  no  decreet  tor  it,)  is  79  bolls  of  meal,  and  17  1.  xi  s.  6d.  in 
money.  The  old  glebe,  upon  which  a  part  of  the  village  now 
Hands,  was  exchanged  in  1727,  by  a  formal  contrad  between 
the  Earl  of  Eglinti  un,  the  prefbytery  of  Irvine,  and  the  in- 
cumbent, for  a  fmall  farm  near  the  town  of  Beith,  copfiftiog, 
as  is  mentioned  in  the  contrafi,  of  31  acres  3  roods.  It  would 
appear,  that  the  prefent  church  was  built  foon  after  the  reior- 
mation.  There  is  a  fione  in  the  wall,  with  the  date  1593 
upon  it ;  and  there  is  a  coat  of  arms,  coarfely  done,  upon  the 

front 

*  Fur  this  information,  the  writer  of  thif  paper  is  indebted  to  a  geadcinai» 
Tery  com  crfaat  io  country  a&irs. 
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ff out  of  a  gfldlery,  having  the  date  15961  and  marked  with 
the  initials  of  Robert  Montgomery  of  Giffan^  a  youflger  fon 
of  the  Earl  of  Eglintoun,  and  his  ladj,  who  was  of  the  family 
of  Loudoun.  The  church  is  built  in  the  form  of  acrofs;  In 
27549  one  of  the  ailes  was  lengthened,  fo  as  to  admit  of  near- 
ly 200  additional  fitters.  This  was  done  at  the  expence  of 
the  Kirk  Sefiion,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  heritors, 
for  the  behoof  of  the  poor  *• 

Po/fli/a/£oif.— -About  the  time  of  the  revolution,  or  rather  ear* 
lier,  the  Kirk-tvum  of  Beitb^  as  it  was  then  called,  is  faid  to  have 
confified  only  of  5  dwelling  houfes,  and  the  minifier*s  manfe. 
Accordingly,  the  5  feued'houfes  are  mentioned,  as  a  didinft 
article,  in  the  cefs  books*  In  the  year  1759,  there  were 
about  700  exam*inable  perfons  in  the  town,  and  upwards  of 
800  in  the  country  part  of  the  pariih.  The  return  to  Dr* 
Webfter,  in  1755*  was  2064  fouls.  The  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  the  country^  has  continued  much  the  fame  ever  fince ; 
hut  the  population  of  the  town  increafed  fo  rapidly,  that,  ia 
1.788,  it  contained  nearly  1500  examinable  perfons.  Since 
that  period,  however,  it  has  rather  decreafed.  From  a  very 
accurate  enumeration  taken  lately,  with  a  view  to  be  inferted 
ia  this  paper,  the  population  was  found  to  be  as  foUows : 

In 


*  From  a  lAtin  infcriptlon  upon  a  grsnre^one  in  the  chnrch-yard,  it  appears, 
tlut  Mr.  WttLiAM  Maxtlamd  was  minifter  here,  from  1669  to  1 681,  whci 
be  died  at  the  age  of  46.  It  is  faid  that  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  accepted  th<:. 
indulgeiice.  The  old  people  fpeak  of  feme  curates  who  fucceeded  him,  but  n^i  c 
of  them  were  of  any  note.  The  third  minifter  of  Beith,  after  the  revolut*  n« 
waa  lyt,  William  Lxichm an,  late  principal  of  the  Univerficy  of  Glafgow,  in 
1736  ;  who,  in  X744,  was  fucceeded  by  Dr.  Jobn  WotRiasrooir,  now  PrJl* 
Acnt  of  Princetown  College,  New  Jex(ey,  to  whom  the  prcfent  minifter,  fuecc  :c* 
cd  ia  S75S. 
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FamSiei. 
In  the  towDy       4S8. 
U  the  crantTft    ftx6.  . 

In  the  whole  parUhf  904*    *        ^iS^* 


*    Majority  of  fesftalM^  '       ti^i" 

Births  annually  taken  at  an  average,  in  periods  of  4  yean  Jaoe  1759* 
Period  X.  frbm  X759  to  Z76»,incltifiTe,  -  57} 

—  a.  3.4.  X763  — X774» from         -        6oito6x} 

5. X775— X779.— —  -       -        7ai 

6 1779— 178a.  -       -        «7f 

7 1783  — X7W. -       -      93i 

InX787and  1788,  -----    m 

—  X7S9and  Z79O9         -  -  -  •        -        89 

No  regifier  of  burials  is  kept  in  this  parifli ;  atid  therefore, 
BO  calculation,  to  be  depended  upon,  can  be  nude,  with  re- 
gard to  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  bir(hs. 

CUmate^  Difiafes^  i^r.— -There  are  feveral  perfons,  both  In 
the  town  and  countrj,  aboYe  So  years  of  age»  but  none  fo  old 
as  90.  The  elimate  does  not  appear  to  be  very  favourable  to 
longevity.  Owing*  to  the  elevated  (ituation  of  the  fduntiy, 
and  its  vickiity  tothe  weftern  ocean,  we  have  frequent  fahiS 
and  (lorms^ ;  and  the  air  contains  a  greater  degree  of  moiiture, 
than  in  places  removed  to  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the 
Atlantic.  There  is -frequently,  a  good  di^al^f  ficknefs  inthe 
village.  The  difeafes  moft  consmon  are  ievers  and  confump 
tions :  the  croup  *  and  fmall  pox  fpxnetimes  prove  very  fatal  to 
children.  The  people,  in  general,  are  averfe  to  inoculation. 
No  remarkable  inftance  qnongevity.^  known  to  have  occurred 
amongft  thofe  who  have  refided  in  the  pari(h.  A  native,  how* 
ever,  of  this  place,  named  Matthew  Tait^  died  upon  the  I9tb 

*  Or  Cynanebt  Tratkalu.    See  the  note,  p.  %j$. 


of  Jannarj  laft,  in  the  parifh  of  Auchinleck,  iit.the  very  ad- 
vancjcd  age  of  123  years.  According  to  hi§  own  account, 
he  was  born  at  the  farm  of  Willieyards,  but  left  the  parilh 
when  young,  and  inlified  in  the  army.  He  ferved  as  a  pri«- 
vate  foldier,  at  the  taking  of  Gibraltar  by  the  Britiih'  in 
1704.  His  name  ia  not  to  be  found  in  our  regifter ;  but  it  is 
knowui  that  there  was  a  family  of  the  name  of  Tait,  at  WiU 
lieyaxiis,  more  than  a  century  ago,  and  fome  of  tfaeir  relations 
fiill  live  in  the  parifh. 

Tradi.  and  Manufa3ures.»^Ahout  the  time^of  the  union 
of  the  two  kingdoms,  a  trade  in  linoi  cloth  was  introdu*- 
ced  into  this  place,  which  became .  fo  confiderable,  that  the 
Beith  markets  were  frequented  by  merchants  from  the  neigh- 
bouring towns  every  week.  Many  houfes,  Toon  ^fter  this, 
were  built  on  the  old  glebe,  upon  Uck  rights  granted  by  the 
minUler  for  half  a  merk  Scotch,  of  rent  per  fall ;  and,  when 
the  Glebe,  was  afterwards  exchanged,  the  Earl  of  Egllotouh 
became  bound  to  grant  feu  rights  to  the  holders  of  thefe  tack 
rights,  upon  equitable  conditions,  particularly  fpecified.  About 
the  year  1730,  the  linen  bufinefs,  which  had  greatly  declined, 
i^99.f4cceeded  by  a  confiderable  trade  in  linen  yam.  The 
Beith  merchants  purchafed  the  yarn  made  in  the  country 
ardund;  and  fold  it  to  the  Faifiey  and  Glafgow  manufafturers. 
This  tniide,  when  carried  to  its  greateft  extent,  about  the 
year  17601  is  fuppofed  to  have  amounted  to  16000 1.  Sterling 
yearly ;  and  though  it  has  long  been  upon  the  decline,  linen 
yam  is  ftill  a  confiderable  article  of  merchandife.  The  de- 
mand for  this  commodity  encourisiged  the  farmers  to  raife 
great  quantities  of  flax*  About  ^o  hhds.  of  flax  feed  were  fold 
in  this  town  annually.  From  1777  to  1789,  the  manufadure 
of-filk  galuze  was  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  in  this  place, 

"^  particularly 
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particularly  by  the  MdTrs  Pultons  of  Paiflej.  Thej  employ- 
«dat  6ne  time  170  looms.  Confiderable  quantities  were  alfoi 
at  the  fame  time,  manufadured  by  perfons  in  the  employ- 
ment of  other  companies.     This  bufinefs  has  alfo  greatly  failed* 

Prefent  ftate  of  Trade  and  Manu&ftares  in  the  paridi  of 

Beith. 


Nnmber  of  EztenfiTe  Woi^ 
Candle  works,  •  •        9 

I^icenfed  difUllert,  •        3 

TolNicco  Manufadiiruig  Company,  z 


r«iiniber  of  penont  cmptoycu 

In  making  thread,  *  63 

— >  WcmTiog  mnilin,        -        -  7t 

—  ^—   —filk  gauze,         -  44 


Tan-work, 

z 

Mak  work, 

s 

— 

Commilla, 

4 

In  all,           sif 

I^intmllk,            -            -        - 

5 

Befidet  many  Cemalea  employ- 

Waukmill,      '    .           -        . 

1 

ed  in  fewing  and  tambour* 



ing  muiiin. 

18 

Number  of  Merchants,  Ac 

Number  of  Artificer*,  &c. 

Cloth  merchanu,            .       -       9 

AfafoQs, 

%% 

Grocers,           •            •        •       rf 

Houfecarpenten, 

21 

Sadlcrs, 

% 

Bookfeller*,          ...       I 

Shoemakers, 

«9 

-— 

Smiths,            •            -        - 

«5 

39 

Coopers,            -            -        - 

4 

Number  of  Perfons  in  other  Profcf- 

Bakers,            -            -        • 

4 

fions  or  lltuations  of  Life. 

Taylors,        -            .         . 

13 

Bankers  t,        .        .        .        .    • 

Flax  drelTers, 

6 

Surgeons,           -            .        •       • 

Watchmaker, 

I 

Dnjggift,             -          .        .       1 

Barbers,            -            •        - 

ft 

JuiHccs  of  the  Peace  f ,          -         » 

Batchers,           -            -        - 

6 

Keepers  of  licenfed  public  houfei,  17 

Hatter,          -        - 

z 

Carriers  and  cartels,            -          U 



Dyke  builders,          -            -        S^ 

116 

Day  labourers,              -        -       «• 

Namber  of  Perfons  employed 

— ^ 

in  ginning  cotton, 

5^ 

It4 

V' 


*  This  gtniUmttn  t  fl>9p  gentra!^  eoiitaitu  ahoMi  30OO  voitmuu 
i  thtft  getalenun  arf  ogmUfw  tbg  PmljUy  hank^ 
\  A  monthly  (9urt  h  htU  in  tht  kvtn  ^  BtUb^ 
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"We  have  3  principal  fairs  annually,  and  a  weekly  market 
upon  Friday.  There  is  often  a  fioe  (hew  of  horfes  in  the  Beith 
markets,  efpecially  on  the  30th  of  Augaft,  St^  Tennant^s  day^ 
(fuppofed  to  be  a  corruption  for  St.  Anthony* s  day^  and  on 
feveral  Fridays  in  the  beginning  of  fpriog.  It  is.  obvious 
from  the  above  ftatement/tbat  the  population  of  the  town  of 
Beith  increafed  with  its  trade ;  and  that  the  prefent  decreafe 
in  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  is  owing  chiefly  to  the  de« 
cline  of  the  filk  manufaflure,  and  to  the  extenfive  cotton 
works  ere£ted  in  the  neighbourhood,  particularly  in  the  pa« 
riih  of  Lochwinnoch,  and  at  the  town  of  Johnflone,  io  the  pa<« 
rifli  of  PaiOey. 

Poor.— The  funds  for  fupporting  the  poor  are  the  weekly 
coUe&ions  at  the  church  door  \  the  hire  of  the  mortcloths  ; 
the  rent  of  the  poor's  aile,  the  feats  of  which  are  let  yearly  by 
roup ;  the  rent  of  a  fmall  farm,  purehafed  with  the  poor's 
money  in  1695,  and  a  fmall  proportion  of  the  dues  of  procla-* 
niation  of  marriages.  The  average  amount  of  thefe  funds^ 
from  Whicfunday  annually,  appears,  by  the  rcgifter,  to  be  as 
follows : 

From  From  Total  of  each 

From  J757  to  1770.      I770  to  1780  178010  1790  in  34ycart. 

GoUe^ons,  L.  08  zx    o    .  L.  36    5     8  L.4X  '  x    4^  l^.ioi  lZ    o{ 

Mortcloths,        6    6  xo^            S  l^    si  8  1$    4^  20  z8    9 

Seat  rents,        .   ^    J    oi          ii     9    6  15     2  10  35  <5    4$ 

l-ann  rent,          609              9  10    o  15    o    o  30  10    9 

Tocat  fondt  L.  49    z      7^      L.  61    i     ^i  L.  79  19     7  *    L.  X93     %    9J 
in  thcCc  periodi. 

The  coUedion  lad  year  amounted  to-upwards  of  45 1.  and 

It  is  flill  upon  the  increafe,  though  we  have  various  diflenters^ 

Vol.  VII.  -    .      S  f  and 

•  TXr  poor^ifidre  nftht  iuti  fir  procJamatlM  tf  iMrrlaga^  ai  an  avirsge^fir  ti4 
l^Ji  lOjFAirj,  It  lKi%i,^J.  oH/tttaily, 
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and  though  the  population  of  the  town  has  begnn  to  dedioei 
Befides  the  diftributions,  which  thefe  funds  enable  the  Seffioa 
to  make  to  the  poor,  thej  fometimes  receive  a  tempoxarj  at- 
fiftance  from  occafional  charities  *• 

Clariiahli  SocUties. — Ther^  are  three  charitable  focieties 
in  Beith  ;  two  of  thofe  commenced  in  1772.  One  of  tbeni 
Imis  aiol.  of  ftock  and  the  other  370 1.  The  third  com- 
menced in  1784,  and  its  funds  amount  to  300  L  The  advan- 
tage of  thefe  inditutions  has  already  been  fenfiblj  felt,  bj 
thofe  of  the  poor  who  are  entitled  to  their  charity.  The 
funds  of  thefe  foeities,  are  depofited  in  the  public  banks  for 
fecurity.  In  178a  and  1783,  the  funds  of  the  two  firft  men- 
tioned focieties,  together  with  40  L  fumifhed  by  the  Kirk 
Sefllon,  were  employed  under  the  dire&fon  of  a  Committee, 
in  parchafing  grain  and  meal  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabiuais. 
The  meal  was  fold  to  the  inhabitants  in  general,  at  the  market 
prioe ;  but  to  the  members  of  the  focieties,  and  to  the  pocr 
•}d.  cheaper  per  peck,  by  proper  perfons  appointed  to  this 
ofEce,  who  received  a  fmall  allowance  for  their  trouble.  From 
the  28th  of  Oftober  1782,  to  the  14th  of  September  168;, 
above  1006  bolls  were  fold  in  this  manner.  As  the  objeft 
was  to  fecure  plenty,  a  premium  of  6  d.  per  boll  was  given 
for  230  bolls  of  the  above  quantity,  which  had  the  defired  tf* 
fea. 

•  Since  charitable  focieties  arc  evidently  of  great  utility  to 
the  poor,  it  is  a  pity  they  ihould  labour  under  any  difadvao- 
tages,  tending  to  check  the  ardour  of  that  benevolence,  to 
which  they  owe  their  exiftence.  They  certainly  dcfervc 
every  encouragement  from  the  friends  of  mankind,  and  are 

even 

*  A  committee  of  heritors  annaaDy  ez^mioe  the  accoaatt  of  the  poor's  n^^f' 
aad  give  a  diicharge  to  the  treafurer. 
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t^even  entitled  to  the  coantenance  of  government,  and  the  pro- 
'  teftion  of  law.  It  would  doubtlefs  ferve  thecaufe  ot  humanity 
much,  to  confer  upon  them  fuch  privileges,  as  might  enable 
them  more  fully  to  carry  into  eifed  the  laudable  purpo'es  of 
their  inftitution  ;  and  to  put  them  under  proper  regulations, 
fao&ioned  bj  an  a£l  of  the  legiflature  in  their  favour  ;  declar- 
ing amongft  other  things,  that  fuch  aflbciations  are  legal,  and 
their  rules,  uith  regard  to  their  own  members,  capable  of 
bemg  enforced  bj  law  : — that  thej  have  a  right  to  make  fuch 
bye^laws  as  (hall  not  contradift  any  ftatute  law  of  the  realm, 
or  the  original  rules  of  their  affociation  :-— that  their  articles  of 
agreement  muft  bs  tegiftered  in  the  iherilE  court  books  of  the 
county  to  whidi  they  belong  \ — that  they  (hall  lodge  their 
cafli    with  fome  banking  company  for  fecurity :  that  tbej 
ihall  be  exempted  from  ftamp  duties  on  bills  and  receipts,  in 
regard  that  their  funds  belong  to  the  poor :  that  it  ihall  be 
as  competent  for  them,  as  for  individuals,  to  purcfaafe  and  dif- 
pole  of  property  in  Ismds  or  hoofes  }  and  that  their  capital  Ihall 
not  be  allowed  to  accumulate  above  a  certain  fum,  or  beyond 
a  certain  number  of  years*     Such  privileges  and  regulations 
as  thefe,  confirmed  by  legal   authority,   it  is  apprehended, 
would  encourage  the  formation  of  fuch  focieties,  and  thereby 
great  relief  would  be  afforded  to  the  deferving  poor ;— any  do-, 
ficiency  of  the  ordinary  charitable  funds  would  be  made  up, 
and  the  neceflity  of  poor's  rates  preveated ;  which  muft  al- 
ways be  an  objefi  of  importance  to  the  nation ;  and  with  fuch 
views  theie  remarks  ace  fubmitted  to  the  coniideration  of  the 
public. 

Vagrant  Poor. — ^Thc  great  number  of  11  ranger  poor,  who 
wander  through  the  country,  has  long  been  complaint^d  of, 
not  only  as  a  burthen,  but  as  a  nuifance ;  and  to  encourage' 
them,  is  to  encourage  idlenefs,  theft,  and  debauchery.  In  1786, 
4i  vigorous  attempt  was  made  to  prevent  them  from  begging 

S  f  a  » 
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in  this  pariih.  The  parifliioners,  in  general,  fabfcribed  i 
paper,  binding  themfelves  neither  to  lodge  vagrant  beggars, 
nor  give  them  alms.  Several  of  the  inhabiunts  were  ap- 
pointed to  aft  as  conftables,  in  apprehending^  and  carrying 
them  oat  of  the  pariih  ;  anj  expences  necefikry  for  this  pur- 
pofe  wfere  to  be  paid  bj  the  heritors.  At  the  fame  time,  tbe 
poor  of  this  place  were  fumiihed  with  certificates,  which  au- 
thorifed  them  to  beg  within  the  pariih*  The  good  confe- 
quences  of  thefe  meafures  werc^  for  fome  time,  remarkable. 
Such  regulations,  perhaps,  might  not  be  fo  fuitable  for  large 
towns  ;  but,  were  they  generally  adopted  in  country  pariflics, 
they  would,  in  all  probability,  have  the  mod  falutary  effefis. 
Vagrants  would  be  efTeftually  excluded  ;  the  charity  of  eveiy 
pariih  would  be  beftou'ed  upon  its  own  poor,  and  the^  would 
be  Icfs  occafion  for  ftents  and  fuch  legal  methods  of  railiog 
fupplies  for  the  poor,  as  are  always  burthenfome  to  the  pcblici 
and  frequently  prove  the  occaiion  of  cruelty  and  additional 
diftrefs,  to  thofe  objefts  of  fympathy  they  arc  intended  to  tc* 
lieve. 

School. — ^In  the  parifh  fchool,  the  following  branches  are 
taught :  Latin,  Greek,  French,  Englifh,  Writing,  Arithme- 
tic, Book-keeping,  and  the  pradical  branches  of  the  Mathe- 
matics.  The  number  of  fcholars,  for  fome  years  paftf  has 
been  from  60  to  90)  The  fchoolmafter^s  falary  is  1 1 1.  Ster- 
ling, fubjeft  to  the  deduction  of  3  L  to  be  divided  equall/ 
fimong  ihe  teachers  of  three- fmall  fchools  in  the  country,  who 
are  chofcn  by  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  are  en- 
titled  to  this  encouragement  upon  their  keeping  fchool»  fo: 

4  months  in  the  year.  There  are  alfo  two  private  fchools  k 
the  town  which  a^^e  w^U  attended. 
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Bj^/^rj.-i^Thcrc  are  two  diffenting  meetings  in  the  town 
of  Beith  :  One  of  them,  which  is  attended  bj  that  clafs  of  3ece« 
ders,  called  Antihvrghers^  commenced  above  30  years  ago. 
The  firft  minift«r  ordained  to  this  charge  foon  after  renounced 
his  connexion  with  that  focietj,  and  embraced  the  communion 
of  the  Eftabliihed  Church.  He  publifhed  at  Edinburgh  in 
J 764,  the  teafons  which  induced  him  to  this  meafure,  under 
the  title  of  Afarevyel  Addrefs  to  the  AJJociate  Congregation  of 
Beiib^  hy  John  Laidly^  A.  M,  It  muft  be  mentioned  to  the 
honour  of  this  congregation,  that  they  co-operate^  as  far  as 
their  weekly  coUeftions  can  allow  them,  with  the  £(lahli(hed 
Churchy  in  fupporting  the  poor  of  the  parifli.  They  contri- 
bute for  this  purpofe  at  the  rate  of  about  7 1.  annually,  which 
is  diflributed  jointly  with  the  parifh  funds  formerly  mention- 
ed ;— an  example  worthy  to  be  imitated;  by  all  difientcrs. 
The  other  diflenting  meeting  is  connefted  with  the  fociety, 
vlio  are  called  Relief,     It  commenced  about  9  years  ago* 

Antiquities, — Before  the  reformation,  there  were  2  chapels 
for  public  worfliip  in  this  parifh  ;  One  where  the  prefent 
church  now  Hands,  (whereof  a  fmall  fragment  of  the  wall  is 
i^ill  to  be  feeo,)  and  the  other  upon  the  lands  of  Treehom, 
one  end  of  which  remains  entire*  Tliis  chapel,  with  two 
acres  of  land  adjoining  to  it,  belonged  to  the  monaftery  of 
Kilwinning,  as  appears  from  a  charter  under  the  great  feal, 
in  the  pofieffion  of  the  proprietor,  dated  in  the  year  1594  \ 

There  were  formerly  feveral  caflles,  or  fquare  towers  iu 
the  parifh.  All  of  them  have  been  razed  to  the  foundation 
but  one,  which  forms  at  prefent  a  ilately  ruin.  It  was  an- 
tiently  the  (eat  of  the  Montgomeries  of  GilFan. 

Lake 

*  "  ^uemadmodum  Ma  ei  fr^dlQa  cafelU  dt  Trtarn*^  et  duM  turm  terrarum  adjaten  : 
^  cumfttu  ptrUncntihui  ferprius  monaflirlQ  de  Kilwittning^  tanjuam  fan  patrimmi^fer- 
H  titnarunt:* 
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Laki  and  Fijb  ^-^KUbimie  Loch^  which  lios  at  the  weftr«ad  of 
this  parifli,  is  fomething  more  thaa  a  mile  loog,  and  about 
luilf  a  mile  broad.  It  contains  trouts,  pikes,  perches,  &c. 
and  is  frequented  in  hard  winters  bj  manj  aquatic  birds,  foch 
-as  ducks,  geefe,  fwans,  fitc. 

Fud^  Minerah^  %ic. — Both  .peats  and  coals  are  ufed  for  fad, 
but  chiefly  the  latter.  Peats  are  always  ufed  inf  drying  com, 
and  for  the  purpofes  of  tlie  dairy*  The  extent  of  nob  is 
very  inconiiderable.  Coals  are  found  in  many  parts  of  tbe 
parifh,  but  hdve  never  been  wrought  with  great  fuccels.  We 
are  plentifully  fupplied  with  that  u(eful  commodity,  from  the 
neighbouring  parilhes  of  Dairy,  Lochwinnoch,  and  Kilbirnie: 
and  this  appears  to  be  the  principal  reafon,  why  proper  efforts 
have  not  been  made,  to  turn  our  own  coal  to  greater  advan- 
tage. We  have  abundance  of  whin  (lone,  and  free  ftone  is 
found  very  frequently,  but  of  an  inferior  quality.  There  is, 
4iowever,  a  remarkable  fpecies  of  free  ftone  near  the  weft  end 
.of  this  parifli.  It  lies  in  horizontal  lamina ^  or  flakes,  to  a 
confiderable  depth,  and  thefe  are  from  3  to  6  inches  thick,  and 
from  3  to  4  or  5  feet  fquare.  It  does  not  receive  the  fame 
polifli  as  other  freeftone,  but  is  of  a  very  firm  contexture,  sod 
greatly  valued  on  account  of  its  ftrength*  It  is  ufed  chiefly 
for  pavements,  and  for  bridges  over  fmall  rivulets.  It  bears 
the  wei'ght  of  the  heavieft  carriages.  The  limeftone  in  tbk 
parifli  is  inexhauftible :  befides  the  great  quantities  annuallj 
burnt  by  the  farmers  upon  their  own  lands,  for  manure,  there 
are  2  public  lime- works,  which  have  a  regular  and  exteofive 
iale.  Several  beds  of  ftone  marie  have  been  lately  dilcover* 
ed,  and  many  rich  veins  of  iron  ftone. 

PetrifaSions. — There  are    various    fpecimens    of  figured 
^ones»  and  upon  fome  of  them,  the  impreiSons  are  exceeding' 
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ly  1)taalifu1.  The  lime  ftone  abounds  ivith  petrifaflions  of ' 
Ihells,  entrochi  and  other  marine  produftions  ;  ^the  exuvia  of 
the  ancient  ocean.  In  the  lands  of  Robert  Montgomery  Efq^ 
ofBogftown,  fome  jears  ago,  filicions  petrifaAions  were  dif- 
ooTcredy  fimilar  to  thofe  found  in  calcareous  fubilances  ;  the 
Ihells  pofleffing  the  fpecific  qualities  of  the  flint  in  which  they 
Were  incorporated.  Thefe  curious  and  ijincommon  produc«> 
tions  of  nature  were  probably  the  firft  of  the  kind  difcovered 
in  this  part  of  tbe  world ;  at  leaft  they  were  the  firft  that 
fome  of  the  ableft  cbemifts  in  this  country  had  feen.  Silici- 
otos  petrifaftions  have  been  fince  found  both  in  England  and 
Scotland,  but  very  rarely* 

Propo/ed  Improvements. ^^he  cultivation  of  trees  is  much 
ftiegleded  in  this  country.  Excepting  the  policies^  or  pleafure 
grounds,  around  a  few  country  feats»  there  is  very  little  grow- 
ing wood  in  this  neighbourhood,  though  there  are  few  places 
iRrfaere  it  is  more  neceffary.  Were  proprietors  to  plant  a 
fmall  proportion  of  their  land,  it  would  certainly  prove  of 
great  advantage  to  the  .foil,  as  well  as  afford  a  Ihelter  for 
cattle,  in  fo  expofed  a  fituation. 

Were  a  navigable  canal  carried  acrofs  the  country,  fronr 
the  Clyde* below  Faifley,  to  the  fea  at  Irvine  or  Saltcoats,  it 
would  be  of  effential  fervice  to  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  and 
to  the  public  in  general.  The  dtftance  is  upwards  of  20 
miks.  Nature  feems  to  point  out  the  line  of  communica* 
tion,  through  a  narrow  Araih,  running  in  that  direfiion  moil 
of  the  way.  In  the  middle  of  this  ftrath  ftands  the  loch  of 
Kilbimie,  about  an  equal  diftance  from  each  end  of  the  pro- 
pofed  canal,  and  it  occupies  alfo  nearly  the  higheft  ground  be- 
tween them.  A  ftream  runs  from  the  north  end  of  this  loch  in- 
to tbe  Clyde  below  Paifleyi  and  the  water  of  Gamock,  running 

in 
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in  an  oppofite  direAion,  pafles  bj  the  other  end  of  it,  ani 
empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  Irvine.  The  fall,  from  the  north 
end  of  Kilbirnie  Loch  to  Cljde,  is  calculated  to  be  about  95 
fcet,  and  the  declivit/  towards  the  fea  can  not  be  much 
more.  Were  this  plan  put  in  esLecution,  belides  ferriog 
roan  J  other  commercial  purpofes,  it  ivould  laj  open  immenfe 
treafures  of  coal,  lime  and  iron  (lone.  But  (hould  this  be 
thought  too  expcnf: ve  an  undertaking,  a  canal  of  only  half  the 
propoftd  length,  joining  Kilbirnie  loch,  either  to  the  Cljde  or 
to  the  fea,  would  llill  be  an  objeft  of  great  importance.  Con* 
Jidering  theprejtnt  high  price  and/carcity  of  COALSi  any  profo* 
Jal  tending  to  enable  proprietors  of  coals ^  at  a  diflance  from  po* 
pulous  citiesy  to  carry  them  with  advantage  to  market  at  home 
#r  ahroady  defrves  thdr  regard.  And  anj  improvements  fog- 
geftcd  with  a  view  to  fecure  plenty,  or  to  leflen  the  price  of  a 
commodity  (b  ufeful  and  neceilary,  has  a  claim  to  the  putn 
lie  attention. 

Whatever  reafon  there  might  be,  to  impofe  a  fervitude  upoa 
the  farmeis  in  former  times,  for  encouraging  the  eredion  of 
corn  mills,  thirlage  is  at  prefent  juUly  confidered,  not  only  ia 
many  in  (lances  to  be  inconvenient,  but  in  general  burthen- 
fomc.  The  multure  and  other  perquifites  paid  to  the  miller, 
and  his  fervants,  amount  in  fome  places  to  the  ^  or  tS-,  or  evei 
•f^  of  the  produce.  This  is  a  heavy  tax  upon  agriculture,  and 
it  lays  the  tenant  under  temptation  to  carry  part  of  his  gnda 
clfc where,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  m^iller,  as  often  as  he  ean 
avoid  deteftion.  It  would  be  of  advantage,  therefore,  both 
to  the  holders  of  land,  and  the  proprietors  of  mills,  in  this 
and  other  par ifiics,  were  the  latter  obliged  to  fell,  and  the  for- 
ner  to  buy  up  this  Cervitude  at  a  moderate  value. 

No.  XVIII. 
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PARISH    OF    GUTHRIE. 

{County  of  Angus. — Prejbytery  ofArhrotUh^'^ynodofAngus 
and  Mearns^ 

By  the  Rfv^  Mr.  William  Millioan,  Minifier   of 
Kjrkdek  ♦. 


Situation^  Surface^  Soil^  and  Extent. 

'X^HE  pariih  of  Guthrie  is  divided  into  two  parts,  one  of 
X  which  is  6  miles  diftant  from  the  other,  and  lies  dir^A- 
\j  fonth  from  it.  The  inhabitants  of  the  fouthem  part,  in 
gobg  to  their  own  parifli  church,  pais  through  the  parifhes  of 
Dannicben,  Kitkden,  and  Refcobie.  This  part  is  called  JTiVi- 
luddo^  where  it  is  faid  there  was  once  a  chapel  for  religious 
worflupu  The  moor  of  Montrithmont,  nearly  a  plain,  con- 
filling  of  about  5000  acres,  which  was  a  common,  probably 
ever  fince  it  was  covered  by  the  fea,  has  been  divided  among 
Vol.  VIII.  T  t  the 

*  This  account  ww  drawn  ap  by  Mr.  Milligan,  at  the  defire  of  Mr.  TaouAi 
CtAio,  ninUUr  of  Gathrie,  who  has  been  fettled  in  that  diftrid  for  39  yean ; 
bar,  bein|^  prcTemed  by  indifpolitioq^  from  drawing  ap  the  accouu  hiaJUf,  re* 
^Qcfted  Mr«  MOUgaa  10  mIm  ibc  trouble  of  dpiog  VU 
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the  proprietors  of  the  farrounding  pariihes  of  Kirkden,  Kb- 
nell,  Ferneli  &c.  who  are  endofing  and  planting  their  fcvenl 
proportions*  About  370  acres  of  this  moor  have  fallen  to 
the  ihare  of  the  pariih  of  Guthrie.  Almoft  the  whole  nor* 
them  part  of  the  pariih  (inks  gently  ^to  the  footh  and  cafi, 
from  the  top,  near  to  the  north  weft  end  •f  it,  called  the 
Hill  0/ Gutbricf  the  htgheft  part  of  which  is  probably  aot 
much  more  than  500  feet  above  the  level  of  the  lea.  There 
is  no  hill  in  the  fouthem  part  of  the  parifli,  but  the  loweft 
ground  in  it  is  probably  near  700  feet  higher  than  the  fea. 
Muft  of  the  parifli,  efpeciallj  the  fouthem  part,  is  too  wet 
The  annexed  table  ftates  accurateljt  the  extent  and  kinds  of 
land  in  the  fouthem  part  of  the  parifli,  being  the  contents  of 
a  map  from  a  late  menfuration.  The  northern  part  is 
taken  from  the  proportions  of  oats,  barley,  peafe,  &c«  Town 
by  the  different  farmers  according  to  their  own  reports,  aod 
cannot  be  fuppofed  fo  accurate,  llie  extent  of  it  is,  probabljr 
rather  more,  than  is  ftated  in  the  table. 

Extent  of  tlic  Pariih. 

Kuhiber  of  Acres,  &e.           North  put.  Sotttfapart.  TocaL 

A.    R.    F.  A.    R    F.  A.    R.   f. 

In  pafture,        -           -         51    o    o  100    s  16  iji    a  s^ 

Arabic,        -      ^      -           I138    o    o  68ft    I     7  i8ao    1    7 

In  moor,            •        -           370    o    o  186    3  II  556    3  II 

Under  molt,           -            •            -  -        85     a  39  85    s  19 

■  ■"  water,            -            -            -  -         8036  SO  36 

wood,        •        -           15     o     I  49     I     I  64    I    s 

Grob  contentt«           -         1574    o    i          no;    o    o  a68x    o   t 

Croptin  179X. 

Number  of  acrei  under  barley.            •            •            •        -  244 

— oat»,            -            -            -     •     -  334 

■  '    ■                    peafe,            -            - «          -          •  60 

-—-————  flMtf  -  •  -  •  •  19 

——————  turnip*,  -  -  -        -        31 


Carried  o^rtTi, 


Bnwgfat 
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Brought  OTcr,  68S 
Knmber  of  acres  under  potatoes,  -  -  -       »       i» 

■  Giafi,  -  -  .        .        37» 

—- — ^—  follow,  -  -  •       •         66 

T0UI9   X138 

^griadturi  and  Cattle^  l/r.*— There  is  a  regular  rotation  of 
bropSt  in  the  foathem,  as  well  as  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
pacilh,  and  probably  about  the  fame  proportion  of  oats,  bar- 
ley, pcafe,  &c. ;  but  it  is  divided  into  fuch  fmall  parts,  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  date  them  accurately.  There  are  fix  farms 
in  the  fbuthern  part,  viz.  one  of  1(9  acres ;  one  of  65  ;  one 
of  45  ;  one  of  47  ;  one  of  39;  and  one  of  33  acres,  all  arable  : 
and  the  reft  of  the  eftate  of  Kirkbuddo  is  divided  into  no 
led  than  %$  fmall  farms.  The  number  of  cattle  and  horfes 
are  in  proportion  to  the  grafs,  and  the  lands  in  cultivation. 
There  are  not  above  3  or  4  faddle  horfes,  and  fcarcelj  any 
flie^  or  hogs. 

Rent  and  Proprietors.'^The  average  price  of  land,  latelj  let 
in  the  northern  part,  is  about  158.  and  in  the  ibuthern  part, 
10  s  the  acre.  The  valued  rent  of  the  pariih  is  1500 1.  Scotch, 
and  the  real  rent  above  xoool.  Sterling.  The  pariih  is  di- 
vided among  3  proprietors,  only  one  of  whom,  (Guthrie  of 
that  ilk,)  refides  in  it  about  7  months  of  the  year. 

Clmrchf  School  and  Poor.-— The  kirk  and  fchool  are  fitu- 
sted  in  the  northern  part  of  the  parifli.  The  manfe  is  old 
and  ruinous.  The  ftipend,  including  a  chalders  of  meal,  at 
the  ordinary  converfion,  is  below  50 1.  Sterling.  The  glebe 
is  a  legal  one.  The  church  is  an  elegant  building  for  fuch  a 
country  pariih.  The  walls,  or  at  leaft  a  part  of  them,  are 
iaid  to  be  about  300  years  old,  and  they  may  ftand  for  1000 

T  t  a  yean 
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years  to  come*  Mr.  Guthrie  of  Gathrie  is  patron  *•  The 
fchool-mafter  is  well  ^  ..  '.IaIw  J  for  his  office.  The  falarj,  in- 
cluding kirk  dues,  may  be  between  ixL  and  ill.  Sterling. 
The  fchool  fees  are  the  fame  as  thofe  of  Kirkden.  The  fcho- 
lars  are  numerous,  but  the  fonthem  part  pf  the  parifli  can 
reap  no  advantage  from  the  fchool.  The  weekly  colleftions, 
and  the  intereft  of  a  fmall  fum  of  moHey,  are  found  fnfficient 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  of  which  there  are  at  pretenC 
only  two  fupported  by  the  public  funds,  and  two  or  three  who 
receive  fmall  fums  occafionally. 

PopulaitM.'^Tht  people,  almoft  without  ezceptioD,  w 
ibber,  induftrious  and  contented ;  and  a  few  excepted,  aD 
belong  to  the  Eftablilked  Church.  The  return  to  Dr.  Wehfter, 
in  1755,  was  584  fouls.  By  a  particular  enumeration,  taken 
in  1791,  the  number,  siges  and  profeffions  of  the  inhabitant!) 

appeared  to  be  as  follows : 

Number 

*  The  parilh  was  ereded  Into  a  proToftry  by  one  of  hit  predeceflon,  ts  1^ 
peart  hj  the  following  citation  from  an  old  anchor,  who  had  written  an  accooK 
of  the  different  dfocefet  of  Scotland. 

**  Gnthric,  in  the  fliire  of  Jjignt  or  ForCtt^  wat  a  eaBegiate  duireh,  fovwkd 
>*  hy  Sir  David  Guthrie  of  that  ilk,  who  waa  Lord  High  Tieafurer  in  die  reigD 
"  of  King  Jamcf  the  III.  for  a  proToft  and  three  prehendariea^  the  number  ot 
**  which  was  afterwards  increafcd  by  Sir  Alexander  Guthrie  of  that  ilk,  hit  foo 
**  and  heir,  who  was  flain  at  the  battle  of  Flondon,  in  the  year  1513.**  Hco- 
ry  Guthrie,  biibop  of  Punkeld,  was  defcended  of  a  younger  fon  of  this  aodeot 
family.  Families,  like  individuals,  often  rife  to  ftrength  aad  nocict,  anddf 
dine  again  into  weaknefs  and  obfcurity,  fometimes  fuddenly  and  foaKtiB0 
more  flowly.  This  old  family  feems  npt  yet  the  worie  of  age.  John  Gaibric, 
£fp;  of  that  ilk,  polTeiTes  a  fine  eftate  in  the  ihire  of  Angiis,«hough  hii  prsde- 
ceflcrs  were  advanced  to  the  higheft  honours,  ai  far  back  as  the  reign  of  jama 

ihcm. 
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Komber  of  perfon*  In  the  northern  ptit.       Yh  the  fouthern.       Totd.  - 


Mile^        Females.        Males.        Femaks. 


Under  so  years  oC  a|;e, 
Between  lo  &  ao  — 

■  ao  &  50  — 

■  50  &  70  — 


4» 

50 
73 
so 

3 
xet 


43 

36 

1% 

4 

166 


31 

7^ 


3« 
3p 


XOf 

i<6 


Total  of  males,       396        •        -        andfemalesy       375 
Hence  there  is  a  decreafe  within  thele  40  yearrof 


M 
141 

ai4 
59 

9 


571 
»3 


Number  of  Families, 
-^— —  Farmers, 
^-^— —  Weavers, 
■ '  ■  ■  Taylors, 

•———«•  Shoenuikert, 


>  Coopers, 
Wrights, 


76 

14 

17 

5 

» 

X 

I 


Nomberof  Merchants, 
■   ■   Brewers, 


% 
X 

Retailers  of  liquors,  % 
Male  fenrants,  *  5(1 
Female  iervanti,  •  33 
Tradeimcn's  iemnts,  ix 
Apprentices,         n       % 


lift  of  Births,  &c  for  the  laft  xo  yeanL 


Btptifnu.    Mirriagfs.    Burial^ 


In  the  year 

X78» 

there  were 

»7 

3 

« 

1783 

1% 

3 

9 

I7«4 

U 

xo 

X785 

14 

XX 

1786 

9 

xo 

1787 

X6 

8 

X788 

>7 

xo 

X789 

14 

4 

X790 

X3 

9 

X79X 

1% 

le 

—    1 

. 

J 

Totd  io  xo  years, 

139 

3» 

97 

Average, 

X3  9-10 

3  3-«« 

9  7-Z* 

Ftir/. — ^The  northern  part  of  the  pariih  is  fupplied  with 
coaU  from  Arbroatbi  and  the  fouthern  part  with  peats  from 

a 
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m  mofty  part  of  which  is  ia  the  ptriflu  Coals  are  nfoally 
from  6  8.  to  6  s.  8  d« ;  bnt  this  year  they  have  been  7  s.  at 
the  loweft,  and  for  4  or  5  months  paft  8  s.  die  cart  load,  of 
70  ftone  Amfteidam  weight. 

Antiqmtus^-^VL  the  fouthem  part  of  the  pariih  of  Gathrie» 
there  are  upwards  of  15  acres  of  moor,  which  are  part  of  a 
Roman  camp*  The  reft  of  it  is  in  the  pariih  of  Inveraritj. 
The  fHiUum  and  fojfa  are  yet  very  diftioft,  and  of  a  coo- 
fideraUe  height  and  depth.  The  caftle  of  Gnthrie,  foppofed 
to  have  been  bnilt  by  Sir  Alexander  Gnthrie,  who  was  flaia 
at  Flottdon,  is  a  ftrong  bnildiog,  and  is  ftili  entire.  The  walls 
are  about  60  feet  high,  and  10  fset  thick.  Tt  has  a  prodigi- 
ous maf&ve  iron  door.  This  caftle  and  its  door  are  at  once 
a  monument  of  the  ancient  grandeur  of  the  family  of  GutfariCf 
and  of  the  rndenefs^and  barbarity  of  thofe  times,  when  mea 
could  not  live  fecure,  but  in  fuch  ftreng  towers.  The  gar- 
den of  Guthrie  is  a  mixture  of  aq^ent  and  modem  tafle  \  it 
has  feveral  beautiful  box  hedges  cut  in  various  figures,  and  in 
perfeft  prefervation,  though  very  ancient.  £ome  fuppofe  the 
garden  to  be  nearly  as  old  as  the  caftle. 


No.  XIX. 
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NITM  B  E  R    XIX. 

UnitedPARiSHESof  GLENORCHAYand  INISHAIL. 

(FreJbjfUry  of  Lom^'^^ynod  and  County  of  Argyll^ 

JBy  tbe  Rev.  Joseph  Macinttre,  D.  D. 


EreBion  and  Name. 

THB  pariflies  of  Glenorchay  and  Inifliail  were  conjoined 
into  one  cure,  in  the  year  i6x8.  By  a  committee  of 
parliament,  met  at  Inveraray^  in  the  year  1650,  thefe  pariflies 
were  disjoined,  on  account  of  their  great  extent,  and  continu- 
id  feparate  till  the  reftoration  ;  when,  hy  the  memorable  Re^ 
fciffbry  A8y  they  were  again  united,  and  have  continued  iince 
under  the  paftoral  charge  of  the  fame  incumbent. 

The  parifli  of  Glenorchay  derives  its  name,  from  the  vale 
where  the  church  is  built.  It  was  formery  called  Clacban  Dyfart^ 
a  Celtic  word,  fignifying,  '*  The  Temple  of  the  Higheft."  The 
place,  where  the  parifli  church  ftauds,  was  probably  the  (ite  of 
the  Clacbanr  or  '*  Circle  of  (tones,*'  of  the  Druids.  Dyfart 
properly  means  72^^  Higheft  God,    The  founders  of  a  church, 

defigned 
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defigned  for  a' more  enlightened  worihip,  in  order  to  induce  the 
Pagan  inhabiunts  to  attend  the  inftitutions  of  revealed  religloo, 
were  naturally  led  to  ndake  choice  of  a  fituation,  the  more  re* 
vered  by  them,  as  being  the  place  where- they  had  formerly 
been  accuftomed  to  perform  their  rites  of  devotion  *•  Imfi- 
oilf  or  Beautiful  IJle^  is  fo  named,  from  that  green  and  piftu- 
jefque  illand  in  Lochow,  once  the  fite  of  a  lisall  nunaeiy  of 
the  Ciflertian  order*;  and  where,  in  a  ruinoua  chapel  of  that 
religious  houfe,  public  worfhip  was  alternately  performed,  till 
the  year  1736,  A  church,  more  commodious  for  theparllh, 
was  then  built  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  lake,  oppofite  to  Inif- 
hail. 

Extent  and  Situation. — The  length  of  the  united  pariihes, 
from  £.  to  W.  is  above  14  meafured  miles.  The  breadth  b  va- 
rious and  unequal.  They  are  fituated  on  the  borders  of  the  county 
of  Perth,  near  the  village  of  Clifton,  and  inn  of  Tayndrom, 
one  of  the  higheft  inhabited  fituations  in  North  Britain.  Here, 
a  fmall  rivulet  marks  the  divifion  of  the  counties  of  Argyll 
and  Perth  ;  part  of  which  runs  eailward  into  Loch  Tay,  and 
falls  into  the  German  fea  ;  and  part  runs  weft  ward  into  Loch- 
ow,  and  difcharges  icfelf,  at  Bunaw^  into  an  Arm  of  the  At- 
lantic ocean.  The  church  of  Glenorchay  is  15  miles  N«£« 
from  Inveraray,  the  chief  town  of  the  ihire,  and  the  feat  of  the 
courts  of  jultice  ;  and  is  nearly  at  an  equal  diflance  S.  £•  from 

Bunaw  *. 

Surfacti 

*  Cordlner'fl  Antiquities. 
*  At  this  place  there  is  a  confidcrable  falmon  filhing  and  iron  fottodeiy ;  ^^ 
a  quay  is  built  on  a  fecure  and  well  fheltered  lay  for  Tcfleli  of  (mail  bvHeoi 
which  ply  occafionally,  to  Liverpool,  Whitehaven,  UlTerftoB,  and  odierphce% 
]oaded  with  pig-iron,  tanner's  bark,  kelp  and  fahnoii ;  and  import  io  recvo,iroa 
•re,  meal,  coak,  tanned  leather,  (lone-ware,  and  other  articles  of  comoxcrce. 


^f  Gknorcbay  and  Itujbail.  3^5^ 

Surface  and  5bf/.'*— Excepting  the  vale  of  Glehorchaj, 
which  forms  a  bea^itiful  plain  of  more  than  3  miles  in  lengthy 
and  half  a  mile  in  breadth,  the  plains  of  Auch,  of  Auchal« 
ladec^  and  part  of  the  lands  of  Hajfield,  the  country  exclu- 
fivelj  is  mountainous  and  hillj.  The  river  Urcbay  winds 
in  a  gentle  current  through  the  vaie,  dividing  it  into  two 
equal  parts.  On  each  fide  of  the  river,  the  foil  is  a  mixture 
of  light  earth  and  fand ;  and  on  the  fides  of  Lochow,  as  far 
as  the  pari(h  extends,  it  is  generally  a  deeper  earth  and  richer 
loam,  on  beds  of  till  or  gravel.  The  glebe,  on  which  the 
church  and  manfe  are  built,  is  a  beautiful  oblong  ifle,  formed 
by  the  river  Urchay..  It  is  in  the  centre  of  the  valley  and 
above  a  mile  in  circumference,  and  every  where  bordered 
with  natural  terraces  and  ihelving  banks  ^  and  fringed  with 
coppice  and  various  .kinds  of  .tree^.to  the  very  edge  of  thp 
vrivcr. 

"Product  and  Culihation.^^The  crops  produced,  on  thefe 
lands,  are  the  blainfley,  the  early  white,  and  the  fmall  grey 
rcats  ;  Scotch  bear,  potatoes,  a  few  field  turnips,  fome  artificial, 
and  much  natural,  as  well  as  meadow  graffes.  The  ordinary 
return  from  oats  is  from  3  to  4  feeds ;  of  barley,  from  5  to  7, 
and  froni  the  boll  of  potatoes,  from  1^  to  Qiq.  The  annual 
^ange  of  the  different  feeds  is  found  to  be  of  great  advan- 
tage, as  the  (ame  feed,  (bwnfucceffively  for  years,  in  the  fame 
foil,  becomes  gradually  fmall  and  unprodudive.  It  is  cut* 
tomary,  yearly,  to  import  quantities  of  feed  oats  from  the  high 
grounds  near  the  Kirk  of  Shotts,  and  from  leveral  parts  of 
Perthfiiire.  Culinary  plants  are  coming  more  and  more  in- 
to general  ufe  in  this  country :  Some  years  ago  it  required  th^ 
influence  of  the  landlord  ;  and  in  fome  places,  an  exprefs  fti- 
pulation  in  the  leafe,  before  the  common  people  could  be  got 
Co  plant  greens,  or  fence  a  garden. 

Vol.  VIII.  U  «  Psiaiaes. 
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Potatoes. — ^No  where  arc  potatoes  cultivated  with  more  care 
or  thrive  better.  Thej  are  ipofllj  planted  in  drills,  and  hoed 
by  the  plough.  The  largeCl  arc  always  felc^ed  for  feed. 
The  kinds  chiefly  ufed,  are  thofe  called  here,  the  London  Lahx 
a  prolific  and  fwect  potato^  j  the  long  whiter  the  dun,  the 
wr/e^  tht  earfy  re  J,  ahd  the  purple.  From  all  of  them,  a 
iiarch  is  conrjmonly  raaaufadur/d  by  a  fimple  proccfs,  for  fa- 
mily ufe.  Some  diftill  a  fiery  and  harih  fpirit  from  potatoes; 
and  at  times,  bread  jelly  ^  and  a  very  had  cbeeje^  are  formed  of 
this  valuabfe  root,  when  combined  with  other  fubftancesof 
nutrition.  For  nine  months  of  the  year,  potatoes  make  a 
^rcat  part  of  the  food  of  the  middling  and  lower  ranks  of  peo- 
ple ;  and  it  may  be  f^iid,  with  truth,  that,  till  the  general  intro- 
duftion  of  potatoes  into  this  country,  fo  little  adapted,  from  foil 
and  climate,  to  the  growth  of  other  grain,  the  poor  and  low- 
er clafTcs  pined  away,  nearly  the  half  of  their  lime,  in. vans 
and  hunger.  It  is  now  found,  that,  by  keeping  the  potatoes 
in  a  cool  place  during  the  fummer  months,  and  checking  the 
vegetation  by  frequent  turning  and  ftirring,  they  may  be  pre- 
ferved  fweet  and  found,  from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other; 
and  thus,  become  a  wholefome  and  cheap  diet  to  the  poor, 
and  cv^n,  occailoiially,  add  to  the  viands  of  the  opalent  ii 
every  feafon^ 

Sheep  and  Black  Cattle — ^The  hills  and  muirs,  which,  foitic 
years  ago,  were  covered  with  heath  and  coarfe  herbage,  are, 
fince  the  "introduction  of  large  flocks  of  flieep  into  the  coud- 
try,  gradually  getting  a  richer  fward  and  a  greener  hue,  and 
aiFosd  excellent  paflure.  Every  where  they  abound,  with 
fprings  and  rivulets  of  pure  and  faiubrious  water.  Nume- 
rous flocks  of  large  and  heavy  (heep,  now  pafture  almoft  tbe 
v;ho!c  yc::r,  on  ihtft:  mountains  and  wilds,  where,  formerlj, 
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were  to  be  feund^  and  onlj  for  the  fummer  months,  a  fi^jy 
fight  iheep  and  goats,  £mall  hill  horfes,  as  thej  were  called, 
and  fome  herds  of  black  cattle.  Then,  it  was  believed, 
that  no  domeftic  animal  could  ftand  the  feverities  of  the  win- 
ter on  the  high  and  (lormj  grounds  :  even  the  goats  and 
flieep  were  regularly  houfed  and  fed  in  pens,  during  the 
rigour  of  the  feafon.  The  confequence  was  often  fatal. 
When  the  provender  was  confumed  before  the  genial  return 
of  fpringt  cattle  of  all  kinds  periihed  in  numbers  for  want  of" 
fuftenance  *.  There  maj  be  about  ao,oco  Iheep  in  the  pa- 
riifa.  A  few  of  the  Cheviot  breed  have  been  latelj  intro« 
duced  into  Glenorchaj ;  and  the  Earl  of  Breadalbane,  ever 
anxious  to  promote  the  interefl  of  his  country^  and  the  good 
of  the  people,  deiigns,  it  is  faid,  to  fend  fome  more  of  the 
^me  kind,  to  the  parifh,  for  trial.  Black  cattle  have  been^ 
for  years  pad,  decreafing  iii  number,  but  improving  in  kind. 
Two  bulls,  reared  in  the  pariib,  were  lately  fold,  the  one  at 
X9I.  the  other  at  ao  1.  Sterling.  Horfes,  both  for  draught 
and  faddle,  are  brought,  occafionally,  at  high  prices,  from  the 
fouth  of  Scotland,  and  other  places  noted  for  the  bed  kinds  of 
l)odi. 

Wood, — The  higher  parts  of  the  parilTi  abounded  once, 
vith  forefts  of  the  largeft  and  beft  pines ;  but  thefe  were  cu£ 
^own,  about  60  years  ago,  by  a  company  of  adventurers  from 
Ireland,  with  little  benefit  to  themfelves,  and  lefs  to  the  not>le 
proprietor  of  the  country.  .There  are  ftill  fome  tra£ls  of  na- 
tural firs  in  Glenorchay  :  a  good  deal  of  oak,  intermixed 
"'^ithafh,  bitch,  and  aller.     On  the  fides  of  Lochow^^ecially 

U  a  2  ai: 

*  A  ^ortH>  geirtlemaB/  fiin  alive  in  tbh  pariih,  wa^  prefent  at  the  fale  of 
510  hides  of  Utck  cattle,  of  all  ajges }  which  were  the  property  of  c/a^lairJ,  and 
loft  io  one  fcafbfi,  by  mere  want  Thtt  was  is  the  year  2  744.  The  hidfi  ffld  for 
jc  1.  to  a^hfgow  tanc^* 
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at^HayfieUi  various  kinds  of  wood;  the  larch,  the  beed|/ 
the  horfe  chefnuti  the  moontain  aih|  the  lime  and  the  planer 
are  planted  with  tafte,  and  grow  with  luxuriance  and  beantj. 
'tkkt  climate  is  not  favourable  for  orchards. 

ExporU  and  Imports^ — The  exports  from  the  country  are 
cattle,  wool,'  woollen  jara,  tartans,  plaiding  andruflS^t.*  The 
imports  are,  about  looo  bolls  of  meal,  merchant  goods  aod 
.  cafli.  Exclufive  of  what  is  retailed  by  hawkers,  there  if 
fold,  yearly,  from  one  ftationary  {hop  in  the  pariih,  to  the  value 
of  60 1.  Sterling,  of  fnuff  and  tobacco*  This  is  an  expendi- 
ture that  merits  reprehenfion.  Let  the  men,  however,  conti- 
nue to  do  in  this  as  they  choofc,  but  far  be  it  from  the  fair 
and  refpeftable  females  of  this  vale,  to  disfigure  their  features,, 
and  to  deftroy  their  powers  of  fong  and  fweet  cadence,  bj  t 
habit  fo  repugnant  to  every  thing  engaging  and  cleanly  in  wo- 
man. Tiiere  is  one  licenfed  diftillery  in  tiie  pariiL  ;  the  efieft 
of  which  is  the  deilrudion  of  great  quantities  of  grain, 
that,  in  place  of  being  converted  into  wholcfome  bread,  pro- 
duces only  a  deleterious  fpirit,  ruijiou^  to  health,  to  indultry, 
and  to  morals.  If  no  fpirits  were  diililled  in  the  county,  the 
meal  imported  would  be  a  trifle.  At  an  average,  there  is  aa 
annual  importation  of  40  thoufand  bolls  into  the  {hire* 

Populat ton  and  Longevity. — As  nocx-fi  public  regifters 
were  kept,  the  ancient  Hate  of  the  population  of  the  parift 
cannot  be  afcertained  with  precifion  ;  but,  it  is  the  genemi 
belief,  that  the  population  is  not  materially  different  from 
what  it  was  about  40  years  ago.  This  conje£lure  is  confiroa- 
cd  by  the  only  inveitigacion  of  the  fad,  that  can  now  be  made. 
At  prefent,  (i  ^^%^  the  total  number  is  1669.  The  return 
to  Dr.  Webfler  in  1 7 55  was  1654,  the  difference  is  thcrcforr 
only  I  J,    Of  thcfc  there  arc  of  males,  78^,  of  females,  885. 

la 
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In  this  account,  the  inhabitants  of  Lorn,  Furnace  and  Fanans 
are  not  included  Though  the  people,  in  general,  attain 
to  an  advanced  age,  there  are  no  late  inftances  of  extra* 
ordinary  longevity  in  the  pariih.  A  circumliance  happen- 
^  a  fewyears  ago^  which,  it  is  believed,  occurs  but  feldoni 
any  ivhere.  At  a  baptifm  in  the  parifh,  there  were  prefent^ 
the  child^syb/ifr  and  mother^  grandfather  and  grandmother^ 
great-grandfather  and  great  ^grandmother ;  and  the.laft  pair 
are  ftill  fo  vigorous  and  healthy,  as  to  make  it  probable, 
they  may  fee  the  fifth  generation  of  their  family.  They  are 
all  in  the  lowec  clafs  of  peafantry,  contented  with  their  lot, 
and  chearful  in  their  temper. 

£f^tf/^j.;-~Coldi  and  rhenmatic  diforders  are  the  mod  pre*, 
valent  difeafes  in  the  parifh*  Before  inoculatidn  was  intro-' 
daced,  the  fmall  poz,  in  its  vifitations,  proved  very  fatal* 
Then,  the  regimen  was  literally  hot.  At  whatever  feafon 
the  infefiion  appeared,  great  fires  were  kept  burning  in  the 
rooms,  or  rather  ftoves^  where  often  a  or  3  wretched  children 
lay  gafping,  under  a  weight  of  cloaths,  in  one  bed.  Every 
particle  of  frefh-air  was  excladed  with  the  utmoft  care  ;  and 
whiflty  and  faffron,  and  every  thing  heating,  were  adminifter- 
ed  with  an  unfparing  hand.  Tlie  confequence  was  fuch  as 
might  be  ezpeded.  Numbers  were  hurried  into  an  untimelj 
grave  ;  and  of  thofe  that  efcaped  with  life,  the  lofs  of  an  eye, 
ibmetimes  of  both,  with  other  ravages  of  the  diforder,  often 
marked  a  treatment  fo  unnatural  and  fo  dieftruftivc*  £igh« 
teen  years  ago,  a  herd  boy,  a  native  of  this  pariihy  tan  away 
from  a  farm  in  another  country,  where  the  meafloi  made  their 
appearance.  He  did  not,  however,  efcape  the  enemy  he 
dreaded.  He  came'  to  the  patiih  fchool,  and  within  the  filth 
day,  the  ranaway,  with  31  of  the  fcholars,  were  laid  up  with 

the 


44i  ^tatyiical  Account 

the  diilemper.     It  fpread  over  the  country  in  a  Ihort  time; 
but  contagious  as  it  was,  it  was  not  mortal. 

Mountains^  lie  •—There  are  many  hills  of  different  eleva- 
tions and  forms  in  the  parifli.  Among  thefe,  Beindono, 
Beinlaoi,  and  Cruachan,  foar  pre-eminently  high.  The  lail 
rifes  in  a  gentle  flope  from  the  fea,  and  the  Lake  of  Aw  ;  and 
bjthe  meafuremcnf  of  thelate  Colonel  Watfon,  with  a  quadrant, 
its  perpendicular  height  is  faid  to  be  1130  yards  above  the 
level  of  the  fea.  The  circumference  of  the  mountain,  at  the 
bafe,  is  above  ao  meafured  miles.  Cruachaa  is  the  weather 
gauge  of  the  people  within  view  of  its  lofty  fummit.  Before 
the  ftorm,  **  the  fpirit  of  the  mountain  ihrieks,"  and  its  heid 
aod  fides  aro  enveloped  in  clouds.  On  the  fummit  of  this 
nouutatn,  was  that  fatal  fpring,  from  which,  according  to  the 
tradition  of  our  fathers,  iflucd  fortb  the  beaudful  and  esten- 

£ve  lakeof  Awt- 

Beindoraoy 

*  ElcTAtien  of  Taritout  MoQataiU  Abote  the  \tw€i  of  the  Set; 

Feet* 

HarcfieldHSU,ne«rMoffirf,  ...  %%%% 

Tintock,  in  LanarUhire,         ^  -  •  -        •         1644 

Beinmore,  in  Breadalbane,  from  its  bafe,  -        «         2064 

Bein  JLaweriy  in  Breadalbane,  aboTC  LochtaT^y  -         35  8 1 

Ben  ncvia,  in  Lochaber,        •  ...        4275 

(  Benlomond,  above  the  Lalre,  •  •  •  ^        3340 

S]^d<law,in  Cumberlandy        •  ....     4466 

Qnowdon,  in  Wale*,        -  -  "         .  "        "      3i^ 

Mount  Blanc,  in  the  Alps,         -        -  «      ^  -  15,661 

Mount  iBtna,  ...  -        -        10,954 

Chimbonzxo,  South  America,  •  •        '        30,460 

Tencrifftf,        - »         -  .        -        -      .    -  I5>39^ 

Hcda  in  Iceland.  -  •  ...        499^3 

K.  B,  X760  yards  make  a  mile. 

%  **  Bera  the  aged,  dwelt  in  the  cave  of  the  rock.    She  w»  the  daugbter  of 

«•  Gri»aaQ  the  Saee :  Looz  wa«  the  line  of  her  fitfaeri,  and  i|ie  wu  tbe  Isft 
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Beindoran,  till  lately,  was  ^he  refidence  and  fapfiuary  of  tho 
TDc  buck  and  mouotain  deer  ^  but  now,  the  hunter  roams  no 
longer  on  the  hill  of  the  chace ;  the'  (heep  browze  on  th^ 
heath  of  the  foreft,  and  the  fons  of  the  mountains  have  de- 
ferred the  inheritance  of  their  race  for  ages,  to  revifit  itg 
fprings,  and  glades,  and  fecret  haunts  po  more  !  Formerly,  the 
wolf  had  his  haunts  in  our  wilds  and  mqii^ntains,  and  not  on« 
ly  proved  fatal  to  the  cattle,  but,  when  impelled  by  hunger, 
or  inflamed  with  rage,  he  even,  at  times,  m^de  depredations 
on  the  human  fpecies.  It  is  faid,  that,  in  the  year  1680,  the 
laft  wolf  in  Britain  was  killed  by  Sir  ^wen  Cameron  of 
Lochiel. 

Lakes^  Rivers  and  Fijb. — The  parifh  extends  nearly  for  8 
niles  on  each  fide  of  Lochow.  This  lake  is,  in  length,  about 
30  meafured  miles,  and  at  an  average,  about  3  quarters  of  a 
mile  in  breadth.  It  is  about  36  yards  above  the  level  of  the 
Cea.    Befidq«  the  intermediate  rivers  an^  hills,  which  run  in- 

ta 

"  of  her  race.  Large  and  fertUe  were  her  poflefHona  :  her*s  the  heantiftil  valet 
"  below,  and  her's  the  cattle  which  roamed  on  the  hilU  around.  To  Bcra  Wat 
**  committed  the  charge  of  that  awful  fpring,  which,  hj  the  appoiatment  of 
**  Fate,  was  to  prove  To  fata|  to  the  inheritaiice  of  Jicr  fathers,  and  to  her  father's 
••  race. 

**  Before  the  fun  Ihould  withdraw  his  beams,  ihe  was  to  cover  the  fpring 
**  with  a  (lone,  on  which  facred  and  myfterious  chara&crs  were  imprefled.  One 
^  night  this  was  forgot  by  the  anhappy  Bera.  Ovei  come  with  the  heat  an4 
**  cbace  of  the  day»  (he  was  (eized  with  fleep  before  the  ufual  time  of  reft.  The 
"  confined  waters  of  the  movntaios  burft  foxth  into  the  plaiii  below,  and  cover* 
**  cd  that  Urge  cxpanfe,  now  known  by  the  name  of  the  Lake  •fAtv.  The  thir4 
•'  morning  Bera  awaked  from  her  ileep.  She  went  to  remove  the  ftone  from  the 
*'  fpriog ;  but,  behold,  no  ftone  was  there !  She  looked  to  the  inheritance  of 
**  her  tribe :  She  ftirieked !  The  mountain  fliook  from  its  bafe!  Her  fpirit  re- 
**  tired  to  the  ghofts  of  her  fathers,  in  their  light  and  airy  halls."  Ossiaw. 

Of  this  ill  fated  female,  Mr.  Stewart  of  Strachur,  has  given  a  very  ingenious 
»f  count  in  the  ftatiilical  hiftory  of  his  parifh.  See  Vol  4.  P.  $S$* 
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to  Lochow,  it  receives  a  confiderable  body  of  water  at  eadi 
extremity,  and  difcharges  itfelf  laterallyi  into  an  arm  of  the 
fea  at  Runaw,  after  a  turbulent  feries  of  cacarads  for  3  aniles. 
After  a  winding  courfe  of  14  mileS|  the  river  Urchay  falls  iik 
to  Lochow,  at  the  eaft  end,  about  a  mile  below  the  parifli 
church.  The  lake  and  river  abound  with  falmoo,  char,  trout 
and  eels.  The  la(l  is  the  abhorence  of  almoft  all  the  com- 
.mon  people  in  the  highlands,  who  confider  them  as  water  fer* 
•pents,  and  unfit  for  the  ufe  of  man.  Four  miles  below  the 
church,  at  a  place  called  Gatnifli,  ihoals  of  falmon  are  taken 
in  the  Urchay,  by  a  fimple  b\it  fatal  device.  A  bold  projefi^* 
ing  rock  crofles  the  bed  of  the  river,  nearly  from  fide  to  fide. 
Its  height  is  fuch,  that  few  fi(h  can  overleap  the  torr^t; 
which,  after  rains,  ru(hes  forcibly  into  the  pool  below.  Many 
£dmon,  in  attempting  to  leap,  fall  into  a  cnel^ox  balket,  fixed 
transverfely  within  the  ftream.  But  the  great  flaughter  ii 
«ffe&ed  in  a  more  fraudulent  manner.  On  the  one  fide  of 
•the  river  there  is  an  open,  of  the  wideoefs  of  a  miU-race,  be- 
twixt the  rock  and  the  bank.  Here  a  wicker  gate  is  fixed, 
that  can  be  opene4  and  ihut  at  pleafure.  Many  yards  above 
this  entry,  the  ilream  is  fecurcd  by  a  like  barrier*  Wbca 
the  water  is  high  and  turbid,  the  filh  are  let  in  below,  and 
when  the  fiiberman  is  fatisfied  with  the  numbers  that  have 
paiTed  into  his  toils,  he  {huts  the  door  of  his  prifon ;  and, 
like  a  mercilefs  executioner,  he  drags  his  prey  with  his  fpear, 
one  after  another  on  (hpre.  Scores,  at  .times,  arc  thos  de- 
firoyed  in  the  courfe  ot  a  few  hours.  There  are  feveral  other 
lakes  and  rivers,  of  lefler  note,  in  the  parilh ;  all  of  them 
abounding  with  fine  trout. 

Reads  and  Bridges.^^n  no  county  has  more  been  4one,  dur* 
jng  the  lail  20  years,  in  conftrudling  bridges,  and  forming 
nfeful  lines  of  road,  than  in  the  Ihire  of  Argyll  within  that 

pcrici^ 
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{)eri<Ki,  befidcs  what  has  bceil  effefted  by  the  ftatute  labour, 
and  by  a  yearly  affcfstncnt  of  above  600 1.  Sterling  on  the  va- 
lued rents,  mauy  expenfive  bridges  and  various  lines  of  roads, 
have  been  completed  by  large  fubfcriptionsi  Glenorchay  is 
every  where  well  accomodated  with  good  roads  and  conveni- 
ent bridges.  The  great  military  road  from  Stirling  to  Tayu- 
drom  and  Inverary,  pafTeS  throilgh  the  parifli,  from  one  extre- 
mity almoft  to  the  other :  as  does  alfo,  for  many  iliiles,  the 
military  road,  from  Tayndrom  to  Fort- William.  In  the  ori- 
ginal formation  of  thefe  roads,  the  obvious  and  proper  line 
has  not  always  bctfn  felected.  The  traveller*  often  feels,  to* 
his  coft,  that  the  road  was  brovgbt  to  the  gravely  and  not  the 
gravel  to  the  road,  A  more  enlightened  and  liberal  fyfl em 
of  road* making- is  now  adopted  $  and,  it  is  hoped^  that  the 
line  ivill  be  altered  from  its  prefent  incommodious  acclivities 
and  defcentSi  wherever  a  more  eafy  and  level  road  can  be 
formed.  From  the  inn  of  Dalmaly,  to  the  bridge  of  Aw,  a 
very  judicious  alteration  in  the  line  of  public  road  has  beea 
lately  made,  at  the  expence  of  above  400 1.  Sterling.  This 
beantiful  line  winds,  for  miles,  through  woods  and  dells,  pre- 
fenttng  fuch  varied  and  agreeable  views  of  water,  of  iflands,  of 
towering  mountains,  and  floping  hills,  as  give  an  uncommon 
grandeur  and  fublimity  to  the  landfcape.  Part  of  the  road 
lies  through  a  narrow  defile,  **  amidll  fuch  irregularities  of 
**  nature,  fuch  deep  chafms^  and  fuch  impending  rocks,  as 
*'  indicate  (ome  vaft  convulfiofis  of  the  earth,  to  have  happen- 
•*  cd  at  fome  remote  period  of  time  *." 

Vol.  VIII.  X  x  CaPei 

*  About  a  Quarter  df  a  mile  be  lot?  the  mouth  of  the  river  Aw,  in  view  ofthe 
roady  and  clofc  by  the  water  edge,  is  feen  a  huge  ftone,  which,  to  a  traveller  of 
a  hnmane  and  ferioos  caft  of  miod,  will  afiord  matter  of  pleafing  contemplation. 
A  few  years  ago,  in  a  cottage  at  the  bottom  of  a  ftecp  hill,  whofe  fummit  is  one 
range  af  projedmg  rocks,  a  near  and  craihing  noife  was  heard,  refembling  a  clap 
of  thtiader.    The  cottager,  from  a  window,  beheld  the  face  of  the  hill  covered 

with 
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Cafllcs  and  Monqftery. — At  the  eaft  end  of  LochoWi  ooi 
rocky  poiot,  proje£ting  into  the  lake,  are  to  be  feen  the  fine 
ruins  of  Caftle  Kilcbum.  The  fquare  tower,  ftiU  of  a  cafteUtt* 
fd  form,  was  built  in  1440,  bj  Sir  Colin  Campbell*  Knight 
of  Rhodes,  and  anceftor  of  the  Breadalbane  family.  SacceiEve 
additions  were  made  to  Caftle  Kilchurn,  and  part  of  it  wu 
garrifoned  bj^  the  king's  forces,  in  the  year  1745,  to  fecure  the 
prace  and  tranquillity  of  the  country.  But  now,  this  gmt 
mafs  of  building  is  tumbling  to  the  ground ;  prefeotmg  a 
monument  of  the  mutability  of  earthly  grandeur,  and  of  the 
unavoidable  dq^ay  of  the  moft  durable  works  of  htaman  art. 

On  a  fmall  iflaod,  not  far  from  Caftle  Kilchurn,  called 
Fracch-^Elan  $,  there  are  the  ruins  of  a  caftle.     In  the  year 

U67, 

With  detached  maffes  of  rock,  t>oimdiDg  with  ▼elcdtj,  tad  flew  towards  bi> 
flender  and  ill  conftnided  htbitadoo.  Hit  wife  had  juft  gone  oot,  ^  ^ 
heard  her  cries.  A  child  ftood  at  his  knee,  and  another  was  afleep  in  s  bed 
bcfide  him.  He  Tpning  inftantaoeouily  to  the  door,  with  a  chUd,  as  he  though 
in  each  hand.  Scarce  had  he  crofled  the  threfliold,  when  nn  enormoos  ^^ 
paflcd  through  his  houfe,  in  the  very  place  where  he  and  his  chiMres  wov « 
moment  before.  He  mifled  a  child,  and  no  longer  beard  the  voice  of  bis  wH(> 
He  looked  to  the  ruins  of  his  hyt ;  found  his  child  alive  and  unhurt,  in  a  coid^ 
where  it  had  been  thruft  by  the  fragments  of  the  bed  and  fhmitore,  difpUct^ 
by  the  rock  in  its  courfe.  In  a  little,  the  mother  came  to  the  fcene.  Tbdrjo? 
and  gratitude  were  cooiplete.  , 

*  Sir  tTolin  was  the  fecond  Ton  of  Argyll.  His  father  gave  him  Gleoordisj' 
with  other  valuable  appendages  for  his  patrimony»  He  was  a  mm  of  bigb  ^^ 
nown  for  his  military  prowefs,  and  for  the  virtues  of  fecial  and  doncftic  lif^ 
He  was  **  a  dream  of  many  tides  againft  the  foes  of  his  people;  but,  like  the 
^  gale  that  moves  the  heath,  to  thcfe  who  fought  his  aid.*'  His  firft  lady  v^^ 
daughter  of  the  £arl  of  Angus.  Her  marriage  dower  was  600  merks,  little  mcc 
than  30 1.  Sterling.  As  her  father  was  dead,  two  noblemen,  relations  of  the 
Angus  family,  granted  a  conjundl  bond  for  the  payment  of  the  tuber*  Sir  Colia 
afterwards  mairied  one  of  the  co-hcircflcs  of  Stewart,  Lord  Ltom,  by  which  b* 
acquired  a  gres^t  acccflion  to  his  fortune, 

§  Fraoch-Elah  was  the  Bejpcrides  of  this  country.  «  The  fair  Mcgo  longed  f<tf 
'*  the  delicious  fruit  of  the  ifle,  guarded  by  a  dreadful  feipent :  Fraocb,  who  h>4 

«  loag 
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1 267,  this  little  demefne»  with  its  fortrefs,  and  fome  conti« 
guous  landSf  were  granted  bj  King  Alexander  III.  to  Gilbert 
M^Naughtao,  the  chief  of  that  clan,  on  condition  that  he 
Ihoukl  entertain  the  'king  whenever  he  pafled  that  way.  The 
fatal  attempt  of  Fraoch  is  handed  down,  from  age  to  age,  in 
a  beautiful  Celtic  tale,  after  the  manner  of  Offian  the  fon  of 

Fingal A  tranflation  of  it,  bj  the  Rev.  Dr.  Smith  of  Camp* 

belton,  when  a  boy  at  college,  is  much  and  juftty  admired. 
There  is  another  old  ruinous  caftle  at  Auchallader,  in  the  up« 
per  part  of  the  pariih,— a  hunting  feat  of  the  Breadalbane 
family,  in  the  days  of  the  chace ;  but,  principally  intended 
to  reftrain  the  incurfions  of  fuch  marauders^  as  might  attempt, 
in  thofe  predatory  times,  to  pillage  and  defpoil  the  country. 
Near  it,  on  the  flope  of  a  hill,  a  fa^tal  conflift  took  place, 
about  two  centuries  ago,  betwixt  two  hoftile  clans.  Vari- 
ous  caufes  are  ai&gned  for  this  encounter.  Several  cairns, 
fiill  vifible  on  the  heath,  xnsgrk  the  place  where  the  flain  were 
interred. 

In  the  ifland  of  Inifhait,  the  remains  of  a  fmall  monafiery^ 
with  its  chapel,  are  ftill  to  be  feen.  Concerning  this  religious 
houfe,  there  ia  little  on  record,  and  tradition  conveys  but 
fmall  information.  It  was  a  houfe  of  Nuns,  memorable  for 
the  fandity  of  their  lives,  and  the  purity  of  their  manners^ 
At  the  reformation,  when  the  innocent  were  involved  equal- 
ly with  the  guilty,  in  the  fuifefings  of  the  times,  this  houfe 
was  fupprefled,  and  the  temporalities  granted  to  Hay,  the 
Abbot  of  Inchaffrey  \  who,  abjuring  his  former  tenets  of  re« 

X  X  2  ligion, 

«*  loag  lofcd  the  maid,  goes  to  gather  the  fruit.  By  the  rnftllng  of  the  lea? et, 
«■  the  ierpent  wai  awaked  frpm  hti  deep.  It  attacked  the  hero,  who  periihed  ia 
«  the  cooflid.  The  moniler  was  aUb  deftroyed :  Mego  did  not  loDg  furvirc 
^  the  death  of  her  loTCcV'^ 
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Hgion,  embraced  the  caufe  of  the  reformers.    King  James  VI 
erefted  Inchaffrcy,  into  a  temporal  lordlhipt  in  bU  frvoar. 

Clan  M-Grigor-' Jin  Glcnorchay,  the  chieftain  of  the  clan 
M*Grigor,  a  numerous  and  potent  tribe,  had  long  bis  princi* 
pal  refidenccy^ind  a  freehold  property.  On  an  emineoce,  op- 
pofitc  to  the  parifli  church,  flili  called  tpf  Calhv)  HiU^  wcie 
executed  all  criminals,  doomed  to  death  in  his  courts  of  juilice. 
The  procefs  was  often  fummarj*  and  the  execution  fpeedj* 
The  fun,  in  its  courfe  of  one  daj,  beheld  the  culprit  at  large, 
apprehended,  arraigned,  adjudged,  condemned^  and  brought 
to  execution.  In  other  crimin4  courts  of  thofe  times,  iiich 
procedure  was  not  uncommon*  A  ^ngle  z&  of  AfGrigor^s 
juftice,  however,  is  on  traditional  record.  One  of  his  retain* 
ers,  who  had  intentionally  p^t  out  the  eye  of  a  ftranger, 
who  had  but  one,  was  condemned  to  lofe  both  bis  own,  in  re* 
taliation  for  the  malice.  For  the  euQrmities  of  fome  indivi- 
duals, during  the  minority  of  Jaines  VL  the  whole  dan 
were  profcribed  by  ad  of  parliament,  as  ^*  Lavflejs  Ummen.^ 
The  iirname  was,  for  ever  fupprefled ;  and,  at  baptiim,  no 
clergymaa  was  to  give  the  name  of  Qrig^r^  under  the  penaltj 
of  baniQiment  and  deprivatiqn*  Happily  thofe  manners  and 
times  are  no  more  !  Jn  our  days,  the  innocent  are  not  indif- 
criminately  involved  in  the  infamy  and  punilhrnent  of  tbe 
guilty.  An  aft  fo  feve^e  is  repealed  by  a  niore  enlightened 
legiflature ;  and  the  clan  Af 'GaiGoa,  in  poiTeffion  of  their 
name,  and  of  every  franchize  of  citizens,  are  as  civilized,  as 
peaceable,  and  as  much  diftinguithed  for  every  virtue,  as  an/ 
of  their  fellow  fubje&s  in  the  kingdom. 

JRtfiz/.— The  rents  of  the  parifh  have  doubled,  and,  in  feme 
properties,  have  tripled  within  theCe  40  years  ;  and  yet,  tlie 
fituation  of  the  tackfmen  is,  in  gcneral|  much  better  than  at 

that 
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that  period.  This,  particular!/,  is  the  cafe,  with  fuch  as  have 

obtained  large  pafture  tenements  on  long  leafes.    A  leafe  foe 

^9  or  %o  years,  is  confidered  as  the  fhorteil,  on  which  9  * 

tenant  can  venture,  fecurely,  to  make  anj  expenfive  efficient 

improvements  upon  his  pofieilion.     In  fome  places^. it  has 

'been  the  impolitic  pra&ice  of  landlords,  to  let  their  grounds 

OQ  fliort  leafes ;  a  fjftem,  which,  as  it  is  dilfouraging  and 

rnioous  to  the  leafee,  mud  eventually  be  injurious  to  the  lea^ 

icr. — Such  is  not  the  cafe  in  Glenorchay.     The  noble  pro* 

prietor,  as  has  uniformly  been  the  laudable  pra&ice  o£  the 

family,  gives  every  reafonable  encouragement  to  the  tenant* 

He  impofes  no  racked  rents  ;  he  exa&s  no  fervices ;  he  grants 

no  ihort  leafes ;  and,  wbilil  he  himfelf  has  adequate  returns 

from  bis  domains,  he  has  the  (atisfaAion  to  hear  and  fee  that 

)iis  people  profper. — ^And  furdy,  to  every  man  of  feeling,  and 

real  Ttrtue,  to  contribute  to  the  happineis  of  thoufaods,  who 

earn  and  eat  their  bread  under  him,  as  the  children  of  his  fa« 

milj»  and  who,  ungrudgingly  bellow  a  great  jNtrt  of  the  fruit 

of  their  labours,  in  return  for  his  proteftion  and  bounty,  muft, 

living  and  dying,  afford  a  pleafure  and  peace  of  mind,  un« 

known '  to  the  mercilefs  and  rapacious  oppreflbr ; — to  him^ 

whofe  exafiions  come  ftained  with  the  iVreat,  and  tears,  and 

blood  of  thofe,  who^  by  nature,  are  his  brethren,  and  who, 

from  iitaation,  have  more  than  a  commun  claim  to  hia  bn- 

manitjr  and  proteftion* 

The  real  rent  of  the  united  pariih,  maybe  from  3,000  L  to 
4,000 1.  Sterling. 

Wages. — ^In  all  the  operations  of  hulbandry.  and  in  every 
I  mechanic  and  domeftic  employment,  the  prices  of  labour  have 
Ijbecome,   progreffively,  quadruple  what  they  were  30  years 
jpgo.    A  man  fervant,  fed  in  the  family,  cams  annually,  froia 
1 1,  to  9  U— *  A  female,  from  9  to  3  guiiusaa.   Stilli  the  reoosn- 
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penfe,  to  this  laft  clafs  of  fenrants,  is  more  inadeqaate  to  their 
fexTices  than  what  is  exaded  by  the  former.  Often,  efpedal- 
\y  during  wfnteri  whilft  the  men  pa(s  awaj  the  long  evenings 
at  their  eafe,  and  without  farthering  the  intereft  of  their  em- 
ployers, the  bufj  and  coofcientions  houfe-maid  is  unremit- 
tingly engaged,  in  fome  neceflary  employment  in  the  familj. 
Let  not  their  earnings  then,  advanced  as  ihey  are,  be  grudged  j 
but  let  all,  who  refpeft  the  female  charader,  and  female  uti- 
lity, regret,  that  thefe  earnings  are  often  thrown  away  on 
the  gewgaws  of  vanity  and  fafliion.  Every  man  of  bnmanitj 
is  pleafed  to  fee  them  .dad  in  decent  an<^  fuitable  apparel; 
but  it  is  painful  to  obferve,  that,  what  ihould  be  a  fupport  to 
their  future  fiimilies,  and  a  provifion  for  ficknefs  and  old  age, 
is  mifapplied  in  the  purchafe  of  filks,  laces,  lawns  and  tinfel! 
But  the  moralift  may  fpeculate  on  this  female  infirmity  as  be 
chufes ;  as  far  as  the  lab  has  ca(h  or  credit,  to  procure  braw^ 
Ihe  willy  ftep  by  ftep,  follow  bard  after  what  fhe  deems  graod 
and  fine  in  her  betters  *• 

Imr— There  is  an  excellent  inn  in  the  parifh,  at  Dalmalj^ 
No  where  in  the  highlands  has  more  attention  been  paid  to 
the  accommodation  of  the  traveller,  than  on  the  property  of 
Lord  Breadalbane.  In  a  line  of  public  road,  of  above  ^ 
miles  in  length,  extending  from  Inveraray  to  Perth,  good  iiuisi 
with  fuitable  offices,  are  built,  at  proper  fiages,  and  kept  ifl  | 
repair,  at  confideraUe  expence,  by  his  lordfhip  f  •  Care  alfo 
is  taken  to  find  ino-keepers  qualified  for  their  charge,  and  of 
civil  and  obliging  deportment  to  their  employers.— Aod  to 
enable  them  to  provide  feafonably  for  their  guells,  farms,  oo 
eafy  terms,  are  annexed  to  the  different  ftages. 

.*Tliepricet-ofviaDdt,aBd  wages  of  Artificers  here,  are  the  Cone  as  ^^ 
tUn^df  pablifliedio  the  ftatiiBcal  accounts  of  the  coimtx. 
t  Via,  at  Diloialj,  TaxsdroflBy  KiDin,  iUomore  and  Amilrce. 
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Mintrmh  and  Indigenous  Plants. — On  the  confines  of  the  parifii 
fa  lead  mine  had  been  wrought  for  tAzuj  years,  bj  means  of  a 
level.  The  6th  of  the  produA,  in  bars  of  lead»  from  the 
fmdting  mill,  was  the  proportion  allowed  to  the  proprietor 
bj  the  mining  company.  It  has  not  been  wrought  for  two 
years  back.  In  feveral  hilk  of  this  parifh,  there  are  appear- 
ances of  lead  ore.  Cobalt,  talc,  aibeftos,  and  a  beautifuljaC- 
per,  have  been  found  in  fmall  mafles,  among  our  rocks  and 
mountains.  By  an  aft  of  the  Scoth  parliament,  in  the  year 
1424,  the  mine  was  declared  royal,  and  to  belong  to  tho 
king,  'when  3  halfpennies  of  filver  could  be  fined  from  the 
pound  of  lead.  Limeftone  of  good  .quality,  is  quarried  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  pari(h.  Many  indigenous  herbs,  which, 
combined  with  whifky,  formed  of  old,  a  great  part  of  the 
Highlandet*s  materia  medica^  are  now  gone  much  into  difufe ; 
Valerian,  Tufiilago,  Althea,  AlUheal,  Liver-wort,  Plantain, 
Eye-bright,  and  wild  carrot  are  found  in  abundance. 

WeUofSt.  Coff0«if.-— There  are  no  mineral  fprings  in  the 
parilh.-  A  quarter  of  a  mile  eaftward  from  the  inn  of  Dalmaly, 
and  near  the  parilh  fchool,  is  the  well  of  St.  Connan;  memo- 
rable for  the  lightnefs  and  falubrity  of  its  water.  St.  Connan 
was  the  tutelar  faint  of  the  country.  He  lived,  it  is  faid, 
near  the  well,  and  he  blefled  the  fpring.  On  a  little  eminence 
hard  by,  in  a  humble  cot,  there  dwelt,  about  20  y^rs  ago,  a 
poor  old  man,  principally  fupported  by  the  well  of  St.  Cotanan. 
The  whole  day  he  fat,  generally  at  the  door  of  his  cot,  ready 
to  give  the  paflengers  a  drink  from  his  favourite  fpring,  for 
which  he  received  fome  fmall  confideration.  It  is  incredible 
what  quantities  he  himfelf  daily  drank,  for  the  fpace  of  44 
years,  that  he  lived  near  the  well.  He  never  had  a  complaint : 
he  arrived  at  the  age  of  8  j  or  86  years,  in  the  exercife  of 

all 
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^l  his  mental  faculties.  The  evening  before  he*  died,  fce  was 
feen  drinking  at  the  well,  as  ufual ;  but,  though  his  pnftice 
had  preveoled  difeafe,  it  could  not  iave  him  from  the  band  of 
death.  He  retired  to  his  cell,  and  in  the  morning  was  fonod 
dead  in  his  bed.  A  few  fbillings,  fufficient  to  defray  the  ex* 
pence  of  interment,  were  got,  in  an  old  tag  befide  him.  He 
czafled  a  promife  of  the  mtnifter  of  the  pariili,  that  no  m«!« 
after  him,  fliould  occupy  the  hut.  About  this,  he  difco?er- 
ed  an  anxietj,  not  be  accounted  for.  'tbt  daj  he  wasbunedi 
the  hut  was  demoliihed.  It  would  not,  indeed,  have  been  eafj  to 
bare  found  a  new  occupant,  for  the  whole  infide  of  this  foKtary 
habitation  was  Hned  with  the  fragments  of  coffins,  broaghf 
from  the  church-yard,  year  after  year,  as  repairs  were  needed* 

Chtreh. — ^The  church  of  Glenorchay,  outwardly,  appcawi 
decent  building.  Within,  though  far  from  elegant,  it  is  nei- 
ther uncomfortable  nor  incommodious.  Its  fituation  is  com-' 
manding,  and  centrical  for  the  pe^le.  It  is  to  \t  regretted, 
that  places  appropriated  to  the  public  worfhip  of  God,  (boold 
not  be  rendered  fuitable  to  a  fervice  fo  lacred  and  fo  impor- 
tant. The  magnificent  temples  of  the  heathen  world  indicat- 
ed a  becoming  reverence  for  the  objeds  of  their  worlhip* 
The  church  of  Rome,  the  church  of  England,  and  the  feveal 
feparatifh  from  our  own  eftablilhment,  are  careful  to  have 
fuch  places,  as  are  confecrdted  to  the  fervice  of  the  Uaiverfai 
Parent,  made  decent  and  comfortable :  whilft,  with  us  of  the 
church  of  Scotland,  man^  of  our  country  kirks*,  are  fuch  dark, 
damp,  and  dirty  hovels,  as  chill  and  reprefs  every  iestiment 
of  devotion.  They,  befides,  endanger  the  health  of  every  clafe 
of  worihippers,  and  encourage  the  indifferent  and  the  indolent. 
In  their  negled  of  inftitutions,  with  the  fiated  obiervance  of 
which,  moral  obligation  itfelf,  and  the  public  and  private  hap- 
pineisofman,  are  fo  much  and  fo  immediately  connefied. 
6  To 
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"tTo  (he  bonour,  however,  of  all  clafles  of  people  in  this  coun* 
trj,  it  mftj  ^be  faid,  with  jaftice,  that  no  where  are  the  ordi« 
nancrs  of  religion  more  refpeSed  or  better  attended.  Perf  mt 
of  the  mod  cultivated  underftanding,  and  of  the  firil  rank  ia 
fbcietj,  are  not  afhained  to  join  in  the  public  offices  ot  devo* 
tion.  Here,  cold  and  cruel  infidelity  has  not  yet  reared  her 
baneful  banner.  Here,  **  the  rich  and  the  poor  meet  toge* 
*•  ther**  in  the  houfe  of  God.  Public  worfhip  is  alternately 
performed  at  the  churches  of  Glenorchay  and  Iniihail,  (or 
Innildrynich,)  %  meafured  miles  from  each  other.  'For  the 
benefit  of  the  people,  in  the  conjoined  extremities  of  the  pa- 
Txihes  of  Glenorchay  and  K*llin,  the  late  Lady  Glenorchay,  \tl 
concurrence,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  £ari  of  Bre^dalbane, 
eftablifhed  a  perpetual  miffion,  with  fuitable  appointments  to 
the  incumbent.  This  was  a  humane  and  neceflary  inftitution, 
»nd  will  remain  a  lading  monument  of  the  piety  and  benefi. 
cence  of  the  noble  foundrefs,  when  the  millions  fquandered  in 
diffipation  are  gone,  without  leaving  one  confoling  thought  to 
their  former  poffeflbr,  or  entailing  honour  on  his  name,  as  the 
benefa&or  and  friend  of  man.  By  ad  ot  parliament,  the  tv^o 
farms  of  Ichrachan  and  Phanans  are  annexed,  quoad  facra^  to 
the  parifli  of  Muckaim,  as  '*  maift  ewart  thereto."  And  tor 
the  fame  xeafoos,  ,the  three  farms  ot  Leatters,  Corries  and 
Sriihaig,  are  disjoined  from  Ardchattan,  and  annexed  quoad 
facra^  to  Glenorchay.  In  the  records  of  the  iynod  of  Aigyll^ 
there  is  an  abftraft  of  this  a£t  of  defignatipn  and  annexation^ 

Stipend^  Patron  and  Hefitors,^^The  living  is  67  bolls  of 
jneal^  and  43!.  68.  8d.  Sterling  in  money,  excinfiveof  a  msnle, 
and  two  glebes,  containing  from  x6  to  ac  acres,  moftly  arable. 
The  minifter  enjoys  the  privilege  of  pstfturing  8  cows,  the 
'vvbole  year,  if  he  choofes,  on  4-  contiguous  farms.  To  this 
aaay  be  added,  the  convenience  and  advantages  which  the 
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minifter  enjoys,  from  the  pofleilion  of  a  fiaaall  adjacent  farm, 
which  the  family  of  Breadalbane  have  continued  on  eafj 
terms,  for  time  immemorial,  to  the  faccelTive  incumbeuU  of 
the  pariQi.  Without  fome  fuch  tenement  for  fupplying  the 
pcceflfaries  of  life,  the  fituation  of  the  minifter  of  an  inland 
highland  pari(h«  far  from  markets,  and  \i'ith  a  numerous  fa- 
xniLy,  would  often  be  very  dlQrclIlng*  It  isbut  jullice  to  fay, 
that  it  has  been  the  general  prnclice  of  both  the  noble  faoii- 
lies  of  Argyll  and  Breadalbane,  in  almoft  all  the  parilhcs 
conoefled  with  them,  to  do  every  thing  kind  and  rcaCbnable 
for  the  comfortable  acc(>mmodation  of  their  minifters.  This 
tcftimony  of  acknowledgment,  the  prefent  incumb«ot  of 
Glenorchay  and  luiOiail  owes  alfo  to  li is  other  heritors^  who 
ere  5  in  number,  vi^.  Campbell  of  I^chncll,  Campbell  o; 
Monzic,  M'Dougall  of  Hay  field,  Campbell  of  Comble,  and 
Lindfay  of  Boccaird.  The  Duke  of  Argyll  is  patron,«-.In  no 
part  of  tbe  kingdom  has  patronage  been  e;sercifed  with  mon; 
marked  attention  to  the  heritors  and  people  of  a  parifli^  than 
\n  this  country.  -Violent  fcttlemcnts  are  not  known  in  our 
bounds^  The  rights  ol;  patronage  and  of  law  are  therefore 
lefpeSed  by*  the  people  |. 

Schools^ 

f  The  following  Gngular  UiX  \%  the  only  inilance  to  the  contrary.  Ac 
the  revolatioD,  wlu>n  prefuytery  was  Uft  rc*eftabii(hed  in  North  Britain,  a  l^lr. 
Dugald  Lindfay  waa  the  Epifcopal  miniftcr  of  Gknorchay.  Mr.  LJndiax 
v^uuld  not  conform  FrelTcd  by  the  lynod  of  Argyll,  the  ooble  proprietor  of 
ihe  country  rrludantly  wrote  a  letter  gf  invitation  to  a  preibytcrian  proba- 
tioner, in  the  fliire  of  Perth,  to  be  Hiiniflcr  of  Glenorchay.  He  accepted  ;  came 
on  the  do^  of  a  week  to  the  parifli,  but  could  find  no  houiie  to  receive  him,  or 
perfoD  to  make  him  welcome.  In  his  diArefn,  he  «ra«  drove  to  the  houfe  of  the  maa 
■whom  lie  came  to  fupplant,  and  was  received  with  a  cordiality  and  kindncis^ 
becoming  a  miniftcr  of  the  gofpcl.  Over  the  whole  parifli,  there  was  a  flrofKr 
ferment.  People  of  all  ages  aid  conditions  aHemblcd,  from  all  quarters,  in  the 
church-yard,  on  Sabbath,  long  before  the  ufual  hour  of  worlhip*  At  the  ap^ 
fcarancc  of  \be  ftrangeri  ^cq«mp«Died  by  their  own  paIlor«  there  was  a.  general 

nuTwr 
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Schools. — ^The  fchool  of  Glenorchaj  has  long  been  in  great 
repute,  and  is  well  attended.  Befidea  the  natives,  many 
children,  both  from  the  Eaft  and  Well  Indies,  have  been,  front 
time  to  time,  fent  for  their  elementary  education  to  this  fe- 
minarj  ;  where,  freed  from  that  contagion  of  vice  and  bad 
example,  which  too  often  corrupts  the  morals  of  the  youth 
in  towns,  they  form  early  habits  of  virtue,  and  acquire  a  har-i 
dtnefs  and  vigour  of  conflitution,  lefs  common  at  their  years^ 
in  warmer  climates.  Many  of  thofe,  who,  in  the  early  period 
of  life,  have  been  brought  up  at  this  fchool,  have  become 
diftinguifhed  as  ufeful  profeflional  men,  in  the  various  fitua- 
tions  of  fociety.  The  falary  of  the  mailer  is  1 5 1.  paid  by 
Lord  Breadalbane ;  which,  with  other  fixed  and  contingent 
emoluments,  makes  the  total  income,  at  an  average,  to  be  bet- 
ter  than  40I.  a  year.  During  winter,  the  fcholars  amount 
to  100,  and  then  an  afliftant  is  employed :  and  even  in  th^ 
fnmmer  months,  when  many  of  the  poorer  children  are  obli^ 
ged  to  leave  fchool  and  go  to  fervice,  the  number  attending 
as  feldom  under  6c. « 

The  office  of  a  fchoolmafter  is  an  ufeful  and  laborious  em-< 
ployment.  It  is  a  pity,  that  the  encouragement  to  this  clafs 
of  men,  (hould  in  general,  be  fo  inadequate  to  their  utility* 

Y  y  a  and 


amnnur  of  indignation*  TweWc  armed  men,  with  drawn  fwordt,  /arroande^ 
the  afionifhed  mtrnder.  Two  bagpipei  fonnded  tbt  Mar.b  of  Death,  UarnoV'' 
cd  by  die  tears  and  femonftranccs  of  Mr.  Lindfay,  in  this  hoftile  and  awfiil 
fornriytbey  proceeded^  with  their  prifoner,  to  the  boundary  of  the  pariibyand  of  thd 
county.  There,  on  hU  bended  knees,  he  folemnly  engaged  never  more,  to  enter 
the  pariib}  or  trouble  any  perfon  for  the  occnrrences  of  that  day.  He  was  a^ 
lowed  ^o  depart  in  peace,  and  he  kept  his  promife.  The  Synod  of  Argyll  wer4 
itiTich  incenfed.  '  Time  cooled  their  ardour.  The  proprietor  was  indulgent,  Mr« 
Lindfay  delenring,  and  the  people  loved  him.  He  contixlued  in  the  undiftvrbed 
pnflcffioa  of  hit  charge  ttU  hit  death,  more  than  50  years  after  4m  foralM 
eren*. 
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and  to  their  labours.  In  moft  parilhes,  though  it  is  by  ni 
Viems  the  cafe  in  t^  is,  the  winninp  of  a  common  fervaal 
greatlj  exceed  the  income  of  men,  whofe  employments  ex- 
pofe  them  to  much  wafte  of  health  and  fpirits ;  to  much  hunger 
and  cold,  and  to  much  cenfure ;  men  Coo,  many  of  them  poffeffed 
of  learning  and  cultivated  minds,  and  by  mean)  of  whom,  (he 
firft  principles  of  morals  and  of  fcience  are  communicated  t* 
niniohs.  Dr.  Samukl  Johnson,  Dr.  Beattie  of  Aberdeen, 
and  the  learned  Mr  Walter  Kuddim an,  with  many  otheis 
of  the  moft  diftinguiflied  characters,  in  the  liberal  profeflioos, 
once  earned  their  poor  pittance  of  fupport,  in  fuch  emploj-i 
ments  ^. 

!  here  is  a  fchool  for  teaching  girls  fewing,  &c*  eftaUilhed 
alfo  in  the  country,  by  the  honourable  Society  for  Propagating 
Chriftian  Knowledge,  with  a  competent  falary  :  and  there  is 
another  fmall  fchool  in  the  panfli  of  Inifliail,  very  poorly  en* 
dowed,  though  the  afleflment  on  the  valued  rent*  to  form  a  ia« 
lary,  is  more  than  common  in  fuch  cafes.  Although  we  are 
a  peaceful  people,  fencing  mafters  come  occafionally  to  the 
bounds,  to  inftrufi  us  in  the  art  of  defence  :  and  mafters  of 
manners  alfo  do  us  the  favoui,  from  time  to  timci  to  tesck 
us  *•  the  graces— the  graces  J." 

Poor— The  poor  in  this  uifiited  charge  are  numerous^ 
amounting  at  times,  to  60 :  and  many  of  them,  the  aged,  the 
fatherlefs,  the  widow,  and  the  bed-ridden.  Befides  occafiooaf 
fupplies,  there  is  a  fiated  fummer  and  winter  diftributioo,  to 
the  amount  ot  241.  or  26  L  a  year.  This  fum  ariies  from 
160  L  of  mortified  money ;  from  the  colleftions  at  church, 
and  fromr  fmall  fines  impofed  for  immoralities  in  the  parilh. 

Hitherto 

•  In   X50O»  the  learned  HecToi  Boxraiui,  the  firft  prtnctptl  afKiBg»^ 
coUege  Aberdeen,  had  but  40  merks  faiary,  abgut  sl.  41. 5^  SccriipgL 
(•  Chenerfi  cki't  Lcttcn, 
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fiitherto,  Qonfll flments,  ((uch  as  the  law  authorlfes  in  urgenC 
cafes,),  have  been  ezaded.  Such ,  of  the  poor  as  can,  and 
choole,  are  allowed  tb  beg,  without  reftridion.  And,  in^ 
deed,  whil&y  the  indigent  are  fo  many,  and  the  funds  to  fup« 
port  them  fo  difproportlonate  to  their  wants,  it  would  be 
cruel  and  opprellive  ta  contreul  them.  It  is  but  juftice  to 
the  humanity  of  the  people  of  the  parilh  to  declare,  that  they 
never  refufe  to  extend  their  charity  to-  the  needy  mendicant^ 
whether  a  ftranger  or  a  native.  About  30  years  ago,  a  ftranger^ 
with  hb  family,  came  to  refide  m  the  parifli.  By  accident,  hi» 
hoofe  and  his  aU  were  deftroyed  bj  fire.  A  colledion  was  made 
for  them  at  the  church  doors,  which  amounted  to  i  x  L  and  3 
pence  flerling*  No  heritors  were  refident  at  the  time.  On 
thitf  occafion,  even  the  cottage  widow,  cheerfully,  **  threw  hes 
'*  twomites,  into  the  treafury  of  the  temple  *•" 

JWA-^The  fuel,  principally  izfed  in  the  pariih,  is  peat* 
Theprefentpartialandimpoliticduty  on  coals,  together  with  the 

ezpence 

*  It  n  a  jttft  remark,  that "  the  proper  regulation  of  the  poor^  aa  U  is  one  o€ 
*  the  moft  important,  fo  it  is  alfn  one  wf  the  moft  difficult  circumilances  of  po- 
«*  lice :  that  a  fcanty  fupply,  or  a  rigid  execution  of  the  penal  ftatutes  againft 
**  meodicaots,  compels  many  miferable  creatures- to  fuffer  all  the  wretchcdnefa 
«*  of  p«yTerty  s  while  a  liberal  provifion,  indifcriminatcly  bellowed,  encourages 
**  idlencls,  and  ultimately  terminates  in  profligacyt  and  vice  ^.**  From  a  peru* 
lU  of  the  Scotch  ads  of  parliament  relating  to  the  poor,  it  appears,  that  n* 
psuper  has  a  legal  claim  to  be  maintained  by  any  parilh,  unlels  he  was  bcrn 
llicrc,  or  had  his  refidence  in  it  for  die  iSr^  3  jw*',  previous  to  his  application* 
Id  the  year  1 781.  one  Waddle,  a  day-labourer,  came  to  the  parilh  of  Huttoo^ 
Hainiig  in  his  famth  a  fon  upwards  of  30  years  •f  age,  who  had  been  paralytic 
from  hit  bbtb.  Hr  applied  to  have  this  f6o  v-ut  on  the  poor's  roll,'  but  was  re- 
Ibfed  No  legal  methods  being  taken  to  remove  Waddle  out  of  the  parifli,  he 
•onrinncd  in  it  for  tbrtt  yntt  afttr\  then  applied  to  the  iberiff,  to  have  his  fon 
itirolled  for  a  weekiy  fupply  from  the  parilh  funds.  This  the  (heriff  ordered^ 
aad  the  Court  of  Scffion  affirmed  his  fentence  J . 
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•xpence  of  land  and  water  carriage,  put  it  ont  of  the  power  of 
the  many  to  enjoy  the  comfort  of  coal  fires,  even  in  the  worft 
•f  feafons.  And  the  fuSerings  of  the  lower  claffes,  with  re- 
fped  to  firing,  in  wet  years,  during  the  rigour  of  winter,  can 
•nly  be  conceived  by  fuch  as  have  felt  them.  A  few  years  ago, 
many  poor  people  in  the  Weft  Highlands  were  obliged  to  bani 
inoft  of  their  houfehold  furniture,  to  repel  the  cold  and  to 
prepare  their  food.  Old  people  and  young  children,  unable 
to  bear  the  cold,  were  moflly  confined  to  bed* 

Migratory  Birds. — Our  migratory  birds  are  the  cuckow, 
die  lapwing,  the  fwallow,  and  the  woodcock.  In  fevere  win- 
ters, the  fwan  viflts  our  lakes  fbr  a  few  weeks  ;  and,  though 
a  wary  and  watchful  bird,  it  is  not  uncommon  to  fee  it  fall  a 
prey  to  the  arts  of  the  fportfman.  The  Bohemian  chatterer,  a 
bird  of  a  moft  beautiful  plumage  and  ftriking  coaforniation« 
was  taken,  laft  feafon,  in  tills  country. 

Eagles, — ^Premiums  are  given  in  this,  and  in  many  other 
parifhcs,  for  the  extirpation  of  the  mountain  eagle.  Yet 
ftill,  this  bird  of  prey,  fo  deftruftive  to  kids,  lambs,  and  game^ 
is  common  in  our  wilds  and  deferts*  The  eagle  has  eithes 
loft  much  of  its  former  audacity  and  flrength,  or  the  many 
traditions  refpefting  itsaflaults  on  the  young  and  defencelefs, 
even  of  the  human  kind,  are  fabulous  and  unfounded  *.— ^ — 

This 


*  There  is  a  traditon  current  in  the  Iflc  of  Man»  that  a  live  mfwi,  fou&d  ui 

» 
ilg  aeri<  of  an  eagle,  was  brought  to  the  proprietor  of  the  ifland;  vrho,  having  n« 

children  of  his  ovui   adopted  this  fortunate  foundling,  and  beqacached  him  hi4 

poffcflions.    The  fame  authority  aflert-,  that  this  child  was  the  anceftor  of  the 

Stanley  family.     In  the  genealogical  hiflofy  of  thac  noble  houfe,  tlicre  is  no 

aUufion  to  this  egcndary  pedigree,  although  the  iniprcflion  of  an  earic  a»d  chiUf 

M  the  ati/i  oJiU  JJU  9f  JkUn^  U  probably  owing  to  fomc  fuch  circumftanoo. 
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This  bird  is  remarkable  for  its  longevity.  Mr.  Kejfler 
relates,  that  an  eagle  died  at  Vienna,  after  a  confinement  of 
X04  years. 

CharaBtr  of  the  P^o^/p— -The  inhabitants  of  this  pariih 
have,  from  time  immemorial,  been  marked,  for  peculiar  re- 
gularity of  conduft,  and  decency  of  manners.  They  are,  in  ge« 
neral,  fdber,  induftrious  and  humane ;  courteous,  peaceable, 
and  contented— They  are  all  of  the  eftabliflied  church,  and 
attend  the  public  inftitutions  of  religion,  with  becom- 
ing attention  and  decorum.  Here  are  no  religious  controvert 
fies  to  agitate  the  human  mind ;  to  hurt  the  beft  feelings  oE 
the  heart,  and  to  render  men  fierce,  injurious,  and  uncharita- 
ble to  one  another.  Enormous  crimes  are  unknown  in  this 
place  *•  Law  fuits  occur  but  feldom.  The  little  differences,  that 
arife  occafionally  among  neighbours,  are  fettled  either  by  the 

good 

*  Tbe  Lowlaod  people,  who  hate  long  believed,  that  every  Highlander  lived  by 
phiader  and  rapine,  wall  hardly  credit,  that  there  is  perhaps  lefs  thievery  an4 
picking  in  the  Hi^lands,  than  in  any  part  of  the  King's  dominions.  In  feudal 
times,  and  before  the  operation  of  law  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom,  there 
was  a  general  fyftem  of  depredation,  too  prevalent  in  many  Highland  countries; 
But,  as  thia  was,  often,  onl)  a  retaliation  for  fimilar  injuries,  and  patronifed  by 
the  heads  of  clans  at  variance  with  one  another,  it  fubjcded  xhtj^dter,  neither 
to  poAiibnient  nor  difgraee.  Impelled  by  hunger,  the  ftarving  Highlander  was 
indeed  tempted,  at  times,  to  purloin  fubfidcnce  from  the  folds  of  the  wealthy  : 
but,  00  all  occafions,  he  avoided  the  cattle  of  the  poor,  with  a  fcrupulous  an^ 
humane  attention. 

MaC'Iah,  alist  KiVNinr,  after  the  defeat  of  the  unfortunate  Chat  hi  Stuarf^ 
at  CuUoden,  watched  over  him,  with  inviolable  fidelity  for  weeks,  and  even* 
fobbed,  at  the  rifque^if  his  life,  for  his  fupporf,  at  the  very  time  that  he  himfelf 
and  hit  fasnily  were  in  a  ftate  of  ftarvation,  and  that  he  knew  he  could  gais 
30,000 1.  by  betraying  his  gueft.  Tliis  poor  man  was  afterwards  executed  at 
Invcmefc  for  fteallog  a  cow.  A  little  before  hi»  execution,  he  took  off  his  bonnet, 
and  thanked  God,  '*  that  he  had  never  betrayed  truft,  never  injured  the  poor,* 
M  and  never  refufcd  a  (hare  of  what  he  had  to  the  ftraiiger  and  needy.**    It  is 

faid, 
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food  offices  of  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  who  refides  in  the^ptriii, 
vr  hj  Lord  fireadalbane*s  Chamberlain,  or  Steward,  when  be 
comes  to  the  cobntrj  :  and  the  fmall  fines  that  ace,  at  titne^, 
impofed  for  mifdemeanours,  are  generally  paid  to  the  kirk- 
treafurer  tor  behoof  of  the  poor  of  the  panfli. 

The  fuperior  clafs  of  tackfmen  live  in  commodious  and  decent 
lioufes,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  comforts  of  life,  with  ocder, 
lieatnefs,  and  hofpitality :  and  even  'the  middling  and  lower 
^anks  of  the  peafantry  live  in  a  ftyle  of  plenty  and  cleanlinefs, 
very  different  from  that  of4heir  predeceflbrs.  Fonuerlj,  ia- 
deed,  much  of  that  time«  which  is  now  fpent  in  ufeful  is* 
duftry,  or  in  acquiring  mentsil  improvement,  was  pafled  in  io- 
dolence»  in  the  favourite  chace,  oran  liltening  to  the  captivat- 
ing **  tales  of  other  times." 

A  drift  attention  to  credit,  and  a  marked  punduality  is 
^ifcharging  every  money  engagement,  has  long  charaaerifecl, 

erea 


-^^d,  King  George  U.  WMmueh  moved,  whea  he  heard  of  the  fate  of  BCac-bs; 
and  declared,  that  if  he  had  known  the  droimftancet  in  proper  time,  he  vooM 
have  put  him  in  a  fituatioo,  in  which  he  would  nut  have  been  tempted  to  fieii 
a  cow  for  fubfiftence.  The  Cheralier  had  ordered  him  a  littk  money,  bvt  Mac- 
Ian  nerer  received  k.— >At  Inveraray,  there  hat  not  been  a  iingle  criounal  cuco- 
ted  thefc  42  years ! 

At  a  period  not  very  vemote,  an  awful  retribution  quickly  followed  ao  id  ^ 
iingular  intemperance  .in  this  parift.  A  military  party  marching  through  the 
country  in  a  hot  fummer  day,  fame  of  the  men  broke  into  ^^JheaUimg^  and  ufed 
an  unwife  freedom  with  a  chum-full  of  cream  they  found  in  the  hut  <^ 
nan,  tempted  with  the  richnef^  of  the  feaft,  wonkd  neither  be  perluaded  to  mo- 
4eratlon,  nnr  to  retire  with  his  fellow  dep-edaton.  Afraid,  however,  of  beio; 
repwtcd  to  his  f iiperior,  he  ran  hard  to  overtake  his  party.  Humanity  throws 
a  veil  over  the  fliocking  fate  of  thi*  unfortunate  fpoiler.  He  was  buried  near 
the  road,  and  his  grave  inculcates  a  le0bn  of  honefty,  chaftened  gratification  sj>4 
moderation,  on  all  who  behold  it,  and  know  the  occs&oii.  He  wm  mi  a  ^igV 
Under. 


%f  dttnofcbay  and  inifbath  361 

^Veh  the  pooreft  villager  of  the  country.  The  fimple  promife 
of  the  poor  to  pay,  without  anj  ottier  obligation,  will,  getic^ 
ralljy  procure  from  thofe  who  know  thenii  the  loan  of  mb^ 
nej  in  their  draitis,  and  family  lieceiTarres  from  thefhop-keepbr; 
Sttch  is  the  Hate  of  this  united  parifli;  and  fuch  the  generiil 
charader  of  the  people  in  it.  Majr  no  fatu^  Statiftical  wrikef^ 
in  his  acounts  of  either,  have  eVet  caiife  to  give  a  Wdrfe  teii» 
prelentation  of  thexn ! 


\ 
VoiiVIlL  %k  DUMBER 
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NUMBER    XIX. 
PARISH  OF  CRIECIL 


^Comity  of  SuthtrIand.^^PreJbytery  of  Domoch.^^ynod  of 
Suthirland  and  Caiibne/s.) 

My  tbi  Rev.  Mr.  Gjcorg£  Raikt. 


Namff  Situation  and  Extent. 

THE  etymolog J  of  Criech  is  not  perfeftljr  known ;  it 
may  fignify  the  hounding  parilh,  as  it  is  the  booadary 
betwixt  Sutherland  and  Rofs  for  a  great  waj.  It  may  atfo 
fignify  the  parijb  of  woods  or  trees.  There  is  Hill  a  great 
deal  of  wood  in  it ;  but  there  was  formerly  much  more; 
and  Tome  of  the  woods,  being  feen  from  the  low  country, 
may  have  given  the  name  to  the  parilh.-— This,  however,  is 
but  conjeAure* 

The  parifli  is  of  very  great  extent.  It  is,  perliaps*  one  of 
the  Urged  in  Scotland,  running  from  £•  to  W.  or  N.  W« 
from  within  4  computed  miles  of  the  burgh  of  Dornoch  on 
the  E.,  to  St  few  miles  of  the  church  of  Aflint,  the  parifli  on 
the  W.  coaft.  The  length  of  it  from  E.  to  W.  inhabited,  is 
reckoned  24  computed  miles  ^  but  the  utmoft  bounds  of  the 
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parifli  ftretch  far  into  the  hills  and  moors,  Ijing  between  Criech 
and  the  parilh  of  Eddrachylis,  and  maj  be  reckoned  upwards 
of  40  meafisred  miles.  The  bretfdth  of  the  parifh  is  very  un« 
equal.  In  fome  places  it  is  but  a  miles  broad :  in  fome  5, 
and  in  the  top  of  the  pari(hy  it  may  be  from  5  to  xo  miles 
broad,  and  upwards.  The  pariih  of  Criech  lies  on  the  N. 
of  the  Kyle  or  Frith  of  Tain,  and  ttc  river  Ockel.  The 
Kyle  flows  about  xi  miles  above  the  church  of  Crieoh :  The 
river  Ockel,  difcharging  itfelf  into  the  Kyle,  feparates  it  fi'om 
the  pariih  of  Kincardine  for  10  miles.  The  pariih  of  Criech 
Kes  oppofite  to  the  pariih  of  Kincardine,  but  ilretches  about 
ii jL  miles  &rtfaer  eailward,  oppofite '  to  the  pariih  of  £dder« 
town,  ieparated  from  thefe  pariihes  by  the  Kyle  and  the  river 
Ockel.  Its  length  may  be  feen  to  be  very  great,  from  exa« 
mining  any  common  map  of  Scotland* 

Soil. — ^The  foil  of  the  pariih  is  light  and  thin,  except  in  the- 
E.  end  of  it,  where  there  is  deep  loam;  and  fome  meadows  on 
the  Kyle,  and  the  fides  of  rivers  in  the  top  of  it.  The  arable  land 
xnoillylies  on  the  Kyle  fide,  on  a  hard  gravel*  In  many  placet 
the  grave],  when  dug  and  mixed  with  dung,  proves  excellent 
manure.  As  the  foil  is  thin,  and  lies  expofed  to  the  fouth^ 
the  barveil  is  io  general  very  early,  much  more  io^  than  in 
the  low  country,  or  in  places  farther  to  the  fouth.  There  are 
hills  and  moors  back  from  the  Kyle,  where  the  tenant's  cattle 
are  paftured  in  fummer.  The  hills,  for  the  moft  part,  are 
covered  with  heath,  with  many  interjacent  fpots  of  green 
grafii,  erpecially  near  fmall  rivulets.  The  face  of  the  pariih 
is  hilly.  Perhaps,  not  a  thirtieth  part  of  the  pariih  is  cnltu^ 
vatedi 

Climatt  and  hifiimptrs* — ^The  climate  is  very  various.     In 
the  eaft  end  of  the  pariih,  it  is  as  temperate  as  on  the  coaft  of 
Sdtherland.    While  the  weather  is  dry  and  good  in  the  eaft 
Z  z  a  end 
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end,  it  w^j  be  ftormjr  ead  ^trj  wet  in-tho  w^ft  ptirty  whim: 
the  hill9  ate  high  aa4  large.  A  difference  of  cliowte  coo- 
monlj  o^kes  place  e^ry  <;  miles,  the  one  fartheft  weft  be* 
ing  (fae^worft ;  but  eyef^  herefofne  ez^eptipn  is  la  be  pbferred* 
If  the  wind  blows  Croia  the  W,  for  any  timet  there  is  often 
rain  in  the  eafl  end  of  the  pariih,  aod  if  it  blows  from  the  £• 
there  may  be  dry  weather  in  the  W-i  and  vice  yerjd.  Some, 
fimes  the  crop  ha^  fooner  been  ripe,  cut  down  and  got  in,  ia 
the  weft  part  of  the  parilh  than  in  the  eaft. 

The  climate,  in  general^  is  healthy*  yet  there  have  not  been 
many  examples  of  longevity  for  the  laft  ao  years,  though 
many  live  till  they  are  pad  70,  and  fome  till  80 :  there  is  one 
Jiving  at  prefent  8oi  and  another  84.  Epidemical  leTcrs 
fpmetimes  opcnrt  t^nd  prove  mortal,  according  to  the  feafon 
of  the  year  in  which  they  take  place.  When  fcirers  happen, 
they  commonly  fpread,  occafioned,  perhaps,  from  the  cuftom 
that  prevails,  of  the  neighbours  coming  to  yifit  the  fick  per- 
fons,and  ftayiog  long  with  thepn.  If  a  perfon  is  fick,  and  there 
\t  appearance  of  dapger,  it  is  ufual  to  fee  the  fmall  apartment 
crouded  with  neighbours  and  friends,  many  of  whom  muft 
catch  the  infe^ion.  Tb^  rheuipatifm  is  b^ome  much  more 
5:ommon  of  late  than  formerly.  Several  haye  been  cat  o^C 
by  the  confumption,  and  there  are  fevcral  perfons  now  la- 
faring  under  the  cancer.  The  fmall  pox  and  meafles  bav^ 
fometimes  proved  ^ery  &tal.  Inoculation  for  the  fmalUpox 
has  fcarce  been  praftifed  in  this  pari(h.  A  few  have  been 
inoculated  this  very  fpring  for  the  fmalUpox,  which  have 
proved  of  the  molb  favonraUe  kind.  It  is  difficult  to  iayv  to 
what  the  frequency  of  the  rheumatifm  is  to  be  afcribed.  The 
people  now  are  as  well  lodged,  clothed  and  fed,  as  their  fore- 
fathers. No  difference  in  their  diet  has  taken  place  for  a 
confiderahle  time  pad,  except  that  the  people  live  more  on  po- 
^foes  lor  a  ^eat  part  of  the  year  \  which,  however,  arc 
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iRnifrj,  J)/((  ami  Zatis^mmTht  riven  in  thia  p^ifli  ara  lh« 
£&M  and  the  Cafiiy,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  parifli  is  fepaimted 
from  that  of  Kincardine*  bj  the  river  Ockd.  Th^  Shin  iffue^ 
from  Lochibin  in  the  pariik  of  Xairf  •  It  hO$  into  the  Kjleij 
or  Fritb  of  Tain,  at  Inverihin,  5  miles  above  the  church  of 
Criech.  The  £dmoo  on  the  river  Sbio  are  very  large^  and^ 
after  bebg  on  the  river  for  |bme  time,  tnm  brackilfa.  At 
an  avf  rage^  9  ialmon  ba^rtl  contains  about  ao  or  fo.  Thera 
is,  on  this  river,  a  calcade  of  a  confiderable  height,  and  a  deep 
pool  bdow,  into  which  the  water  £dls  from  the  rock.  Tl^  fifli, 
leaping  to  get  over  the  caicade,  £sU  back  into  a  cral^  or  balker, 
and  are  killed*  |^&  of  the  fifli  were  in  uie  to  be  caught  ia 
tbis  way.  The  cafcade  is  called  tii  JAnn.  Cruives  are  eroded 
this  feafon  on  the  riyer,  which  r^ns  from  N.  to  S.  Tho 
length  of  the  river  from  the  S*  to  the  Kjle,  is  about  5  miles* 
The  Cafsly,  ifliiing  from  the  hills  on  the  north  weft  of  the  pa« 
fiib,  runs  S.  apd  falls  into  the  Kyle  at  Rofehall.  The  (almon 
on  tbis  river  are  fnu41  tod  white,  and  very  tender,  Tho 
river  Qck^l  i^ues  in  part  from  the  high  bill  of  Or*beinomor« 
AiBntf  whence  it  runs  eaftwaid,  and  falls  mto  the  Kyle,  near 
the  place  where  the  Cafsly  joins  it*  The  falmon  on  this  river, 
axe  large  and  good.  There  a^e  trouts  in  all  of  thofe  waters. 
The  £fhermen  can  eafily  diftinguiih  the  Ialmon  of  all  thefe 
rivcra,  as  well  ps  of  other  two  that  fall  into  the  Kyle,  from 
thofe  of  the  Kincardine  fide^  7bere  are  fevcral  lakes  in  the 
pariih  that  abound  in  troots,  fome  of  which  are  of  a  very 
good  quaEty«  The  largeft  lakes  are  Locb^migdol  and  Loch» 
elft,  eacb  abput  a  meafured  miles  long.  There  are  manj; 
Others  of  a  leffer  fize. 
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Mineral  Springs^  ^r.«— There  is  onlj  one  mmerd  fjprin^ 
wbitb  is  near  Rofehall,  and  rifes  within  a' £ew  paces  of  the 
Kyle.  It  is  impregnated  with  folphnr  or  iron,  and  it  has  been 
bnt  Ktde  ufedi  as  it  fmells'rank.  There  are  traces  of  an  iron 
work  having  been  carried  on  in  the  hill  immediatdj  above 
it ;  and  in  the  bum  or  rivnlet  above  it,  there  b  a  vetn  of 
■langanefe*  This  vein,  as  far  as  jet  difcovered,  is  but  fouJl, 
bnt  faid  to  be  of  an  excellent  quality*  Some  of  it  has  beta 
examined  bj  perfons  IkiUed  in  tfaofe  matters. 

HiUs.^TYit  whole  pariih  is  hillj— A  ridge  of  bills  mns 
parallel  to  the  Kyle,  except  where  it  is  intercepted  by  rivers. 
The  bighefl  hill  is  in  the  weftera  extremity  of  the  pariib,  cal- 
Ifcd  Beinmore  Affint^  one  part  of  which  is  in  the  paiifh  of 
Criechi  and  the  other  fide  in  the  pariih  of  Affint.  Its  iA<^ 
are  covered  with  grafs  and  daifies.  In  fomo  places  it  is  veiy 
xocky,  but  affords  excellent  pafture  for  iheep,  aU  tbe  year 
found»  except  in  winter. 

Woods^ — ^There  is  a  great  quantity  of  natural  wood  th  this 
pariih,  confifting  chiefly  of  oak  and  birch ;  but  there  is  eveiy 
probability,  that  there  was  much  more  formerly.  Several 
oak  woods  have  been  cut  down  within  thefe  30  years,  fome 
of  them  about  ten  years  ago,  and  have  yielded  a  large  quan- 
tity of  excellent  bark.  Some  old  oak  woods  have  been  cut 
down,  and  no  nnder-growths  have  fprung  up  in  their  fiead; 
but  feveral  young  woods  have  been  cut  lately,  and  are  growing 
again  and  in  a  thriving  ilate.  There  are  alfo'confiderable 
plantations  of  firs  in  different  parts  of  the  pariih.  The  largeil 
is  at  Rofehall,  facing  the  S.,  of  great  extent|  and  in  a  very 
thriving  condition. 

Afo/i*— There  is  a  great  quantity  of  mois  in  the  different 
bills  and  moors,  much  of  it  of  excellent  quality;  and   tha 
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noft  {mrt  of  tte  parifli  is  well  fupplied  with  fad  flxim  thence^ 
except  perhaps  a  few  places  lying  at  the  greateft  diftaooe 
from  the  mofs,  and  where  the  roads  are  very  bad.  In  man/ 
mofies,  there  are  roots  of  old  fir  trees  dng  up,  which  lerve  for 
light  in  the  winter  nights.  From  this,  it  would  appear  that 
the  hills  have  formerly  been  covered  with  fir.  Often  large  fir 
trees  quite  frefh  and  foundi  and  of  coafiderable  length,  have 
been  dug  up,  and  when  fplit,  they  are  ufeful  for  rafters  ia 
building  houfesi  and  lad  very  long. 

Sta  Weed.'^Thtte  is  very  little  (ea  weed  for  manuring  Am 
land.  A  very  little  kelp  is  made  once  in  three  jrears,  on  th« 
Ihore  of  one  eftate.  However,  the  fmall  fliort  fca  weed  is  oC 
ufe  for  feeding  cattle  in  winter,  and  is  reckoned  very  wfaole* 
feme. 

Blaci  Cattle. — ^There  is  a  great  number  of  black  cattk  ia 
the  pariih,  every  fmall  tenant  having  his  proportion,  generala 
ly  as  many  as  his  provender  can  fupport  during  the  winter,  i£ 
be  is  not  ia  ilraitened  circumftances.  In  that  cafe,  he  takes 
cattle  from  others,  who  have  more  than  they  can  feed,  at 
Che  rate  of  as.,  as.  6d.,  or  33.,  through  the  winter  and  fprio^ 
as  provender  is  plentiful  or  {carce.  The  black  cattle  art 
moftly  of  a  (mall  hardy  kind,  and  may  now,  at  an  average, 
fetch,  whan  (old  to  drovers,  from  2I.  10  s.  to  31.  Sterling. 
Some  cattle,  belonging  to  gentlemen,  are  of  a  larger  fixe,  and 
greater  value,  and  may  be  a'  ihean  of  mending  the  breed  of 
cattle  among  the  common  people.  The  people  depend  prin« 
cipally  4)n  the  black  cattle  for  paybg  their  rents. 

Horfts  and  Sbiep.^^Thc  number  of  horfes  was  taken  a  few 
years  ago,  and  all  the  hoifes,  young  an4  old,  amounted  to 
252i«    There  are  feveral  &rms  in  the  weft  end  of  the  pari(h 
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ftocked  with  iheep.  Tbt  Bombtr  of  iktep  maj  umttBX  tt 
•pwirds  of  400O9  and  it  xocreafiag*  Tliele  flieep  Ckiqs  hm 
dimiaiihed  die  number  of  iahabitatito,  as  well  as  the  amnber 
of  Uack  catde  and  borfeaw  Tiie  beft  of  the  wool  fielb  at  ni. 
the  ftoae,  ai  Um*  Scotch  to  the  ftone.  Moft  of  the  Coall 
masu  hare  a  few  flieqi  of  a  iaiall  fite,  and  badlj  woolbi 
Their weddera, when  fat,  fdl  at  5 a.  6d«  aad  6a.  6d.  aadibld 
finae  jraan  ago  at  3  s.  4  d.  and  4  a.  The  flieep  bdoaging  to 
die  (ball  tenantsi  it  is  thought,  foffier  firom  their  had  ouaag^ 
meat.  Thej  put  them  up  in  a  Imall  hut,  jull  laxge  caonglt 
to  cootain  their  number^  both  f ummer  aad  wiatar.  Tbis,  in 
all  probability,  harts  theoi. 

*  P4puUtim,^T\Mt  tetam  to  Dr.  Webftcr,  of  die  flateof 
the  population,  in  17^5,  was  1705.  The  number  of  tbe  ioba- 
biunts  on  the  whole,  is  much  the  lame  that  it  was  10  or  30 
years  ago,  being  in  feme  placea  kls,  and  ia  others  more  do* 
oierous  than  ibrmerl/.  In  the  jear  1771*3,  Several  emignttd 
to  America.  Some  £srms  haye  been  conjoined,  and  a  coofider- 
able  number  of  inhabitaots  have  been  removed  oat  of  grounds 
tamed  into  fheep  walks.  By  all  thefe  means,  the  nUsaber  of 
people  have  been  coniiderablj  diminiihed  in  the  wetem  i> 
viCon  of  the  parifh }  but  in  the  eaftem  thej  are  more  uumtt* 
oos  than  before.  The  toul  number  of  c^techilkUe  perfons, 
or  diofe  above  7  years  of  age,  ia  fpring  X79(i  came  to  x  384 1 
fo  that  adding  the  ufual  proportion  of  ^,  the  total  population 
Inay  be  ftatcd  at  1730  fouls.  There  are  very  feW  bachelors, 
as  the  men,  in  general,  marry  youag*  There  are  very  few 
married  perfoDS  without  children.  The  medium* of  children 
in  each  family  is  5  or  6.  The  number  of  fmall  tenants,  caft- 
Vard  from  the  river  Shin,  for.  9  computed  mil^,  is  abbot  15O9 
befides  people  who  have  fmall  crofts^ 
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Riiilf  CulhvattM  and  Pr^prietorsu^^Tbt  valued  rent  of  the 
parilh  is  1983 1.  Scotch.  The  real  rent  maj  be  upwards  of 
pool.  Sterling.  The  rent  of  the  feyeral^  ialmon  fifliings,  on 
the  rivers  and  frith».maj  anM>unt  to  240 1.  Sterling.  Much 
of  the  arable  land  is  dear.  In  fonie  parts  of  the  pari(b|  the 
fowing  of  a  boll  of  hear,  (fomething  more,  than  a  Scotch 
acre,}  pays  iL  Sterling.  In  many  places  the  ground  is  fit' 
oolj  for  fmall  Uack  oats,  of  which  three  crops  are  taken  bn  foch 
land,  and  then  it  is  allowed  to  reft  for  3»  4«  or  5  years, 
after  which  it  is  cropped  again*  Very  few  experiments  have 
been  made,  to  afoertain  how  lime  would  anfwer  with  fuch 
ground.  There  are  8  proprietors  in  the  parifh,  of  whom  on* 
ly  z  refides  conftantly.  One  gentleman  pays  of  rent  110  L 
Sterling.  One  flieep  farm  is  rented  atijol. ;  but  the  ma- 
jority of  farms  are  pofleffed  by  fmall  tenants* 

Crops  and  Produce. — ^The  chief  crops  are  barleyi  white 
oats,  fmall  black  oats,  potatoes,  and  a  very  fmall  quantity  of 
peafe.  The  oats  are  commonly  fown  in  the  laft  week  of 
March,  and  beginning  of  April  j  in  the  few  large  farms,  the 
oats  are  fown  fooner,  if  the  weather  permits.  They  ufuaUy 
fow  bear  in  the  begiuning  of  May.  The  people  here  are 
come  into  the  ptadice  of  cultivating  potatoes  to  a  confider- 
able  amount,  and  find  tbair  account  in  it ;  they  raife  as  ma« 
ny  potatoes,  as,  at  an  average,  may  be  fnfficient  t6  fupply  the 
place  of  bread  for  four  or  five  months  in  the  year.  Some  have 
them  until  June,  and  they  commonly  begin  to  ufe  them  the 
laft  week  of  Augufi,  and  (bmetimes  fponer.  They  have  proved 
of  die  grcateft  benefit  to  this  diftriA.  Even  when  viftual  it 
very  fcarce,  and  there  is  a  great  demand  for  bread,  as  foon 
as  the  potatoes  are  fit  for  food,  the  demand  ftops  inftantly. 
The  parifli  produces,  in  tolerably  good  years,  rather  more  vic- 
tual than  would  be  fufficient  for  fupplying  itfclf.— -There  are 

VcL.  VIII.  3  A  fruit 


370  Statifiical  Account 

fruit  trees  onlj  in  three  or  foar  gardens,  which  prodace  plea, 
tifullj  in  fome  jears. 

Ecflefiajlical  5/af/.— There  is  not  one  perfon  in  this  pariflt, 
,who  does  not  belong  to  the  eftabliihcd  church.     There  was  a 
mii&onary  minifter  fettled  for  upwards  of  25  years,  in  the 
heights  of  the   parilhes    of  Criech   and   Kincardinq,    w^ho 
preached  ererj  third  Sabbath  in  the  high  grounds  of  Creech* 
He  had  a  falarj  of  15I.  Sterling,  from  his  majefty's  royal  boun* 
tj,  and  of  7!.  Sterling  from  the  pari(hes.     Fifteen  computed 
miles  of  the  pariih  of  Criech  were  under  this  mifflon ;  but 
it  was  difcontinued,  and  the  f alary  removed,  at  Whitfunday 
1789,  by  the  Committee  for  nuinaging  the  royal  bounty,  oa 
account   (as  was   faid,)  of  the  deficiency  of  the  Society's 
funds  ;  sdthough  the  Commitee  had  no  other  miilionary  in  the 
bounds  of  the  pre(byteries  of  Dornoch  or  Tain,  and  although 
the  Extent  of  thefe  two  pariihes,  contiguous  to  ^ch  other  in  two 
different  preftyteries,    the  number  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
their  eager  defire  for  the  means  of  inftruftion,  aod  for  having 
the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel  admioiiicred  among  theta,  (oa 
which  they  punftually  attend,)  pled  loudly  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  miflion*     This  would  have  been  a  great  hardfhip 
on  the  people,  as  well  as  on  the  minifters  of  their  pariihes, 
bad  not  the  knowledge  of  the  cafe  excited  the  compaffion  and 
fympathy  of  Lady  Rofs  Baillie  \  who,  out  of  her  own  liberality, 
has  appointed  a  permanent  miflion  in  this  extenfive  diftrifi, 
with  a  better  (alary  than  was  afforded  by  the  Committee ;  to- 
gether  with  large  accommodations,  that  will  render  the  fiatioa 
fufficiently  comfortable. 

The  ftipend  of  the  eftabliflied  miniAer  is  ^7  2  bolls  of  vidual, 
(one  half  oat  meal  and  the  oth^half  bear  ;  25I.  Sterling  in 
money,  and  iL  J3S.  4d.  Sterling  for  grafs.  The  decreet  was 
obtained  for  the  ftipend  in  1708.    The  pariih  can  bear  a  great 
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augmentation,  which  is  much  needed,  and  it  is  hoped  will  be 
granted ;  living  being  now  more  than  doubled,  even  in  this 
comer,  fince  the  time  thia  ftipend  was  fixed.  A  new  manfe 
was  built  in  1780;  and  the  church  was  built  lad  Summer' 
and  is  now  finifhed. 

Poor, — There  arc  no  funds  for  the  poor,  but  the  coUedions 
made  at  church,  which  are  (mall  and  pitiful  indeed,  amounting 
only  to  4I.  or  5I.  Sterling  a  year,  and  a  very  little  for  dues 
of  the  mort-cloth.  The  number  of  the  poor  on  the  roll,  in 
the  eaft  divifion  of  the  pari(b,  is  37,  and  in  the  weft  33  ;  in 
all  50*  They  can  fcarce  get  more  than  what  is  neceflary  to 
buy  ihoes  to  them  :  Very  few,  however,  of  this  number  go 
about  begging.  Moft  of  them  earn  in  harveft  and  otherwife^ 
as  much  as  is  necefTary  to  fupport  them  ;  they  commonly  get^ 
from  fome  friend  or  neighbour,  a  little  land  for  potatoes, 
which  is  of  great  fervice  to  them.  If  a  perfon  is  quite  poor, 
and  unable  to  work  at  all,  or  difeafed,  the  neighbours  fend  in 
vrhat  is  nearly  fulEcIent;  or  fome  friend  goes  about  among  the 
tenants,  and  gets  fupplies  for  fuch  an  objed*  On  veiy  ex- 
traordinary emergencies,  a  colle&ion  is  raifed  in  the  churdh* 

Scarcity  in  l783-4.-*This  pariih,like  others  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, was  in  great  diftrefs  in  Summer  1783  and  1784, 
cfpecially  in  1783.  None  however  died  for  want.  On  feveral 
cftates,  the  heritors  procured  visual  to  their  tenants  from 
time  to  time ;  the  vidual,  fent  by  government,  was  di(lribut« 
ed  among  moft  of  the  families  of  the  parifh.  The  poor  were 
iingiilarly  indebted  to  a  gentleman  in  Glafgow,  of  uncommon 
benevolence,  who  had  lived  in  the  pariih  when  a  boy,  and 
who  fent  money,  and  five  bolls  of  white  peafe,  which  were 
difiriboted  among  upwards  of  80  perfbns,  in  proportion  to 
their  neccffity.    Some  few  removed  with  their  families  to  the 
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ihores  abouodiog  with  cockles,  &c.  which  were  uacommoolj 
plentiful  that  Teafon,  and  fapported  them  for  fome  time.  Bj 
there  means  the  lives  of  the  people  were  providentiallj  pie^ 
ferred. 

Ferries  and  Roait.^ThtTt  are  no  bridges  in  this  parifli; 
but  there  are  4  or  5  ferries  betwoao  it  and  that  of  Kipcariincp 
which  are  crofled  bj  cohhks^  or  yawlsi  and  boats,  that  can  iier- 
Tj  over  two  horfes  each,  or  more*  The  peopk  in  this  pariik 
and  neighbourhood,  have  been  amtifed  from  time  to  tune 
with  the  hopes,  that  a  bridge  was  R>  be  built  over  the  Kyle, 
at  Culrain,  about  four  miles  above  the  church  of  Criecfa,  at 
<  the  expence  of  government.  It  would  be  of  great  advantage 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  diftrift  in  particular,  befides  the 
emolument  that  would  accrue  to  the  community  at  large,  if 
the  public  road  around  the  ferries  were  brought  this  way  by 
a  bridge.  Such  a  bridge  would  be  particularly  convenient  for 
drovers ;  all  the  cattle  drivtn  to  the  fouth  from  Sutherland, 
Caithnefs,  and  Lord  Reay*s' country,  except  the  parifli  of 
Aifint,  having  hitherto  been  obliged  to  crofs  the  Kyle  by 
fwimming ;  which,  when  the  weather  is  bad,  and  the  Kyle 
ntich  fwelled  by  rains,  hurts  the  cattle  greatly,  efpecially 
when  the  night  following  proves  cold.  Sometimes  diey 
refufe  to  fwim,  in  which  cafe  they  muft  be  ferried  over 
by  the  cobble.  The  people  pretend  to  foretell,  whether  they 
Ihall  have  a  good  market  or  nor,  by  their  readinefs  to  fwim. 
The  roads,  in  this  extenfive  parifli,  are  very  bad ;  ftatute 
work  is  but  feldom  performed,  which  may  be  owing  to  this 
circumftance,  that  few  heritors  reCde  in  it.  The  roads  might 
eaiily  be  made  good,  as  the  bottom  is  hard  and  gravelly. 

*    Antiquiiiei.-'-^ew  the  churcbi  there  is  an  obdifle,  or  high 
lionet  S  £Bet  long  and  4  fe«t  broad,  marked  diftinOly  with  the 
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fign  of  the  cro&*  According  to  traditiooi  a  Dantih  chief  was 
iDterred  here.  On  the  top  of  the  Dun  of  Criech,  a  hill  of 
a  great  height  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  and  rather  jetting  out 
into  the  Frith,  diere  are  the  remains  of  a  raonpart.  The  walb 
have  been  cemented  ^idi  a  vitrified  ftuff,  fomething  fimiiar 
to  the  refule  of  iron  in  a  fmith*s  forge«  The  cement  is  as 
hard  as  i,  rock.  It  is  (aid,  diat  this  rampart  was  begun  to  be 
built,  in  the  xath  centurj,  by  a  Paui  AP^ier^  a  branch  of 
the  noble  fiunilj  of  Rob.  At  the  top  of  the  Kyle,  there  is 
an  old  caftle,  fuppofed  to  have  b^n  a  place  where  juilice  was 
fomierly  adminiAered*  This  conjefture  derives  fome  plaufi- 
bility  .ficom  the  name  of  the  hill  oppofite  to  it,  which  is  called 
Curor  nu  Croiie^  Tbe  bill  of  the  gibbif^. 

£!ftar«0#r—<-The  people,  for  the  moll  part,  are  regular  and 
orderly,  and  behave  inoffenfively,  and  manyof  them.in  an  ex- 
emplary manner  f«  It  cannot  indeed  be  iisiid,  that  they  are  in- 
daft  rions,  nor  do  they  enjoy  what  would  much  prompt  ^them 
thereto,  as  there  are  no  manufadures  carried  on  here.  Bat 
what  they  want  in  point  of  tnduftry,  they  make  up  by  fru- 
gality. In  Ibme  places,  v)bi{ky  drmimg  is  rather  too  com- 
snooy  which  is  not  eafily  avoided ;  as  they  are  often  employ- 
ed in  buying  and  felling  cattle,  and  making  other  bargains,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  feveral  diftilleries.  Only  one  perfoa 
haa  fufiered  for  a  capital  crime  within  tbefe  ao  years ;  viz. 
for  theft  and  houio-breaking. 

Difadvtmiageu 

*  Tbe  names  of  placet  are  almoft  all  derived  from  the  Gaelic.  Some  of  then 
lave  refereocei  to  combats  betwixt  the  dam,  w^'TrntuOafibaeit  fimtlflifdii 
DarttU^  tbe  mtdofOt  UoU^  f^t. 

t  Tbe  comaioB  people  all  fpeak  Qtelk  i  bat  muj  can  fpeak  and  oadcrftaad 
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jDi/advaniag£s.^~^A  local  difadvantage,  which  the  wcflern  di- 
Tifion  of  the  pariih  labours  uoder,  is,  that,  as  much  of  the  arable 
land  and  meadows  lie  along  the  fides  of  the  Kjle,  and  the  other  ri- 
vers,  tliey  are  fubjed  to  inundations  everj  feafon  of  the  jear.  Tbc 
want  of  manufadures  is  a  difad  vantage,  under  which  this  paiiii 
formerly  laboured,  in  common  with  themoft  of  this  coantrj; 
though  now,  by  the  exertions  of  a  refpefiible  proprietor  io  the 
pariih,  a  new  fcene  is '  beginning  to  open  itfelf  to  our  viev* 
To  that  circumftance  it  was  in  a  great  meafurc  owing,  that  tbe 
people  were  not  fo  induftrious,  as  otherwife  they  would  have 
been.  Young  lads,  in  the  fpring  and  fummer,  ufually  went  ia 
great  numbers  to  the  fouth,  in  fearch  of  employment.  There,  tbej 
got  high  wages,  and  returned  in  winter  to  their  parents,  or  re- 
lations, fomewhat  in  the  (tile  of  gc/ftlemea,  and  were  a  bur- 
den on  their  friends  tbe  whole  winter,  until  they  fet  out 
again  in  fpring.  Some  of  them  married  in  the  fouth;  others 
died,  or  were  picked  up  by  recruiting  parties.  Unmarried 
girls  went  Jto  the  fouth  alfo  for  fervice,  efpecialiy  before  bar- 
veft.  .  It  is  not  unreafonable  to  conclude,  that  thefe  have  been 
among  the  caufes,  of  diminiihing  the  number  of  inhabitants. 

The  only  fpecies  of  manufafiory  in  thefe  bounds,  prerious 
\o  the  ereding  the  cotton  mill,  by  Mr.  Dempfter  and  his  part- 
ners, was  the  fpinning  linen  yam  :  This  is  but  a  very  fcantj 
earning.  There  are  4  or  5  perfons  in  the  pariih,  who  give 
lint  out  to  fpin  :  one  of  thefe  gets  xo,ooo  fpindles  fpun  in  > 
year  ;  the  others  not  near  fo  much  ;  But  it  is  to  be  obferved, 
thslt  they  give  out  lint  to  fpin,  to  the  people  in  the  neighbour- 
ing pariCies,  as  well  as  to  the  people  of  the  pariih  itfelf:  4(li 
or  5d.  is  the  mod  that  a  woman  can  earn  iu  a  day,  and  &^ 
earn  fo  much  by  fpinning. 

Modem  Improvement s.^-Wq  Ihall  conclude  this  paper  wilh 
the  obfervations  of  a  diilinguiibed  Britiih  patiriotj  and  a  real 
friend  to  the  happinefs  of  focicty,  (George  DjempsteKi  B'^- 
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of  Dunmchen),  who  having  purchafed  aconfideraUe  property  in 
this  and  the- adjoining  parifh,  and  having  the  management  of 
another  eftate  in  this  parilh,  acquired  by  his  Brother  Captain 
Demfster,  has  juft  begun  to  carry  into  pra&ice  fome  part  of  • 
a  plan,  which  appears  to  him  well  calculated  for  the  improve- 
ment of  a  Highland  eflate.  At  Sir  John  Sinclair's  ezpreis 
deiire,  his  thoughts  on  this  important  fubjeft,  were  lately 
communicated  to  the  writer,  in  the  following  words. 


Plan /or  improving  the  eftajtes  o/Skibo  and  F\JLSL0%sie, 

Thefe  efiates  contain  about  x8,oocacr<^  of  land,  extending 
from  the  point  of  Ardnacalk  on  the  north  bank  of  Dornock, 
%%  eft  ward  to  Port-Leak,  being  an  extent  of  z  2  or  14  miles.^ 
The  bulk  of  the  eflate  is  hilly,  but  the  hills  are  of  no  great 
height,  feeming  generally  to  rifeabput  from  500  to  700  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  Frith.  There  may  be  about  200  fa« 
milies  living  on  thefe  eiiates,  with  the  exception  of  the 
mains^  or  houfe-farm,  of  each  place.  The  farms  are  of  fmall  cx« 
tent  in  regard  to  arable  ground.  They  produce  fome  corn  and  po« 
tatoes,  hardly  fufficient  to  maintain  the  families  of  the  tenants. 
The  tenants  pay  their  rents  by  the  £ile  of  cattle,  which  are  fed  in 
their  houfes,  on  ftraw,  through  the  winter,  and  pick  up  a 
miferable  fubfiftence  on  the  wafte  and  common  ground  of  the 
ellate,  during  the  fummer.  The  whole  of  the  prefent  rent  is 
from  700!.  to  8col.  a  year,  of  which  more  than  a  fourth  part 
is  paid,  by  the  two  large  farms  belonging  to  the  mains,  or  man- 
fion*boufe.  The  eftates  furnilh  Come  wood,  with  which,  and 
the  fwarded  furface  of  the  ground,  cut  into  the  form  of  large. 
bricks,  they  make  houfes  and  offices  for  themfelves,  covering 
^em  with  the  fisimc  fwarded  turfs,  cut  fhinoier,  and  refembling 
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flttes  ia  Aim  fomu  Once  in  three  yeaitt  all  the  eattky  pan 
of  theCe  houfes  is  thrown  on  the  dunghill,  and  new  honiics 
ballt  again  of  the  fame  materials*  The  cattle  commonly  oc- 
cupj  one  end  of  the  houle,  daring  the  winter  feafoa.  Socne 
holes  in  the  walls  and  roofs  fenre  for  wbdows  and  chiinBejs. 
An  iron  pot,  for  boiling  their  food,  conftitutes  their  principal 
fnrnituie.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  wretched  appearaoce  of 
thefe  habitarioos.  As  Co  the  occupations  of  the  people,  the 
women  begin  to  earn  a  little  money  by  fpinnbg.  The  jodo; 
men  go  early  in  the  fpring  to  the  fouth  country,  and  hire 
themfelves  for  all  kinds  of  country  labour  \  towards  harveS, 
many  of  th^  women  alfo  go  the  fame  way,  to  ziSA  in  cutting 
down  and  getting  in  the  crop.  They  all  return  before  winter, 
and  are  faid  to  pafs  their  time  round  good  fires  of  peat,  which 
the  country  every  where  fumiOies,  and  to  do  very  litde  woii 
In  the  fouth  country,  however,  to  which  they  go,  they  art 
femarked  for  their  affiduity,  and  are  bid  to  be  inddadgabk 
in  executing  all  manner  of  taflc  work,  Thofe,  who  remain  at 
home,  attend  to  the  concerns  of  their  «om,  potatoes,  and  cattle^ 
and  to  the  providing  of  their  fuel  fcom  the  neighbouring  ^ 
molTes.  The  climate,  near  the  banks  of  the  Kyle,  or  Frith 
of  Domoeb,  ripens  wheat,  barley,  oats,  and  peafe  $  becomiag 
gradually  colder,  as  you  recede  therefrom,  and  afcend  die  billsi 
which  are  covered  with  heather,  interfperfed  with  coarfe  grafs* 
The  vallies  among  the  hills,  and  the  ground  on  the  fides  of  the 
hills,  appear  to  be  capable  of  being^cultivated  ;  and  there  art 
many  little  rifing  grounds,  fome  flat  moors,  and  the  face  ti 
fome  of  the  hills  fo  bare  and  ftoney,  as  to  be  fit  for  plastatioid 
only.  It  need  hardly  be  mentioned,  that  the  inhabitants  are  ia 
general  poor  \ — ^tbat  is,  poflefs  little  money  or  goods,  except 
a  ftock  of  very  indifierent  cattle* 

It  is  not  the  intention,  therefore,  of  the  propriclors,  to  es- 
bA,  for  fome  time,  any  increalie  of  rents  from  thefe  people  1 
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fent,  dn  the  contrary;  to  encourage  tliem,  ty  every  poflible 
means,  to  improve  their  little  fpots   of  land,  to  ere£l  for 
tiiemfelves  more  comfortable  houfe^,  and   to  build  them  of 
iaot^  durable  materials.     On   thefe  cftates,  there  are  fome 
flations  retftarkably  x^ell  adapted^  for  villages.     They  lie  on 
the  banks  of  the  Kyle,  tvhich  is  a  frtth  or  arm  of  the  fea,  na- 
vigable for  7  miles,  by  vcfllls  of  a  confiderable  burden,  and 
for  fmall  craft,  about  i  5  miles  more.    In  all,  this  Frith  is  navi^ 
gable  for  24  miles.     To  give  a  beginning  to  thefe  villages^ 
a  company  i!r  formed,  confiding  chiefly  of  Glafgo^  gentlemen^ , 
i^ho  hstVe.ftfbfck-ibed  a  capital  of  3060 1.  and  made  fome  pro- 
grefs  m  crefting  a  manufafture  of  fpinning  cotton  by  jennies^ 
and  of  weaving  thdr  yarn.     Inftru&ed  perfons  are  fent  from 
Glafgot)^  to  conduS  the  work,  and  to  teach  the  natives  of  the 
country  the  arts  of  fpinilirfg  and  weaving.     The  town  is  lot-i 
ted  ont^  atid  fome  houfes  for  weaving  are  in  forwardnefs. 
TTedels  of  50   tons  burden  can- land  their  cargoes   ac   this 
place; 

A  fecond  village,  two  miles  lower  down  the  Kyle,  is  alfo 
lotted  out,  and  a  large  warehoufe  already  built.     Here,  the 
water  ik  deep  cfnough  to  receive  any  vefl*el,  that  can  enter 
the  Kyle,  and  come  over  the  bar,  (known  by  the  name  of  the 
Gi»ssin Brigs,')  atit^  mouth,  on  which  there  is  4  fathom  water 
at  fpring  tides,  and  6  oT  7  feet  lefs  at  neap  tides.     Here  alfo^ 
a  gemleman  has  undertaken  to  eftabliQi  the  weaving  of  linen, 
and  to  encourage  the  62:teniion  of  the  fpinning  of  yarn  alt 
around  the  country.     At  both  manufadures,  apprentices  will 
be  inftruded  in  the  aft  of  weaving,  in  order  to  introduce  that 
art  into  the  honfes  of  the  fmall  tenants,  as  it  is  found  already 
to  be  in  thfe  (hires  of  Renfrew,  Perth,  Angus  and  Aberdeen. 
By  thefe  means,  conftant  employment  will  be  found  for  pco* 
pie  of  all  ages  and  fexes,  and  a  confiderable  market  opened  for 
the  produdiond  of  the  country. 
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That  the  people  may  hare  nothing  to  divert  their  attentioi 
from  their  own  bufinefs,  all  the  fervices  perfonned  by  them  td 
their  cattle,  to  their  fuperiors,  are  commuted  into  money;  and  tbir- 
lage  to  die  mills  of  the  baronies  is  alfo  aboliilted*   Meafures  are 
taking  to  give  the  people  fecure  poflef&on,  (for  their  ewa  lives 
at  leafty)  of  their  boufes,  gardens  and  arable  lands,  with  foQ 
liberty  to  cultivate  as  much  of  the  wafte  land  as  thej  pleafe* 
Their  cattle  are  fuSered  to  paAure  on  the  other  wafte  Itodsi 
as  long  as  they  (hall  remain  in  a  wafie  condition ;  but  the  pro- 
prietors referve  to  themfelves,  the  power  of  indefiog  vi 
planting  all  fuch  parts  of  the  wafte  lands,  as  are  fit  for  no 
pther  purpofe.     Some  plantations  of  this  kind  have  been  al- 
ready made,  and  the  trees  feem  to  thrive  very  weD  on  the 
lightcft  foils.     The  trees  are  principally  the  larch,  the  Scotch 
fir,  and  the  birch,  intermixed  with  beech  and  mountain  aft* 
The  reft  of  the  wafte  land  is  open  t»  every  fettler,  who  IhaH 
incline  to  cultivate  thenu    Twenty  or  thirty  new  fettlers  have 
alreadfy  exhibited  flrong  proofs  of  what  Highlanders  can  do,  in 
the  improvement  of  their  own  countiy^  when  fecured  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their  labour.     It  may  be  worth 
^'hile  to  mention  the  nature  of  this  fecurity.     The  firft  fet* 
tiers  may  improve  as  much  land  as  they  find  wafte  around 
them,  for  which  they  pay  only  i  s.  a-year  during  their  lives. 
When  they  die,  their  heirs  have  the  refufal  of  their  father's 
poftelEon,  at  an  apprized  value,  to  be  fixed  by  arbitraton  mutu- 
ally chofen.  This  rent  is  invariable,  till  the  next  generation,  when 
the  valuation  is  to  be  repeated  \  and  fobn  every  generation.  A 
little  iron  for  tools,  wood  for  their  houfes,  and  feed  potatoes 
and  corn,  is  furnifiied  to  them  for  the  firft  a^years.   Thcj  arc 
exempted  from  every  fpecies  of  perfonal  fervicc.   Thofe,  who 
have  vifited  the  mountainous  countries  of  Switzerland,  Waks 
and  Norway,  have  feen  what  liberty  and  fecurity  can  do,  to- 
wards  rendering  them  fertile.     In  addition  to  the  general  free* 

doa 


tfCriecb.  379 

4om«ivhich  the  inhabitants  of  this  happy  ifland  enjoy,  under  our 
xnild  and  durable  conftitution,  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  eftates 
will  enjoj  perfed  fecuritj,  as  occupiers  of  land*  That  thofe 
advantages  will  lead  them  gradually  to  better  their  houfes,  to 
improve  their  lands,  and  to  alter  their  own  condition  in  every 
refpe&  for  the  better,  is  beyond  a  doubt. 

To  calculate  the  advantages,  which  will  in  time  accrue  from 
this  fyftem,  to  the  owners  of  18,000  acres  of  land,  on  which 
it  is  introduced,  would  be  no  eafy  matter ;  but  the  following  ob« 
fervations,  will  lead,  perhaps,  to  the  forming  fome  idea  of  them. 
Land  lets,  for  p«tatoe  grounds  and  other  purpofes,  round 
many  towns  in  Scotland,  at  various  rents,  from  i  L  upwards* 
Manufadurers  in  Lancaibire,  and  in  fome  of  the  counties  of 
Scotland,  pay  for  the  little  fpots  they  occupy  in  the  couotxy^ 
round  their  own  houfes,  from  x  1.  to  4 1.  Sterling  per  acre* 
The  cotton  manufadure  is  faid  to  have  doubled  the  rents  of 
Lancalbire,  within  thefe  laft  to  years*  The  demand  for  wood  is 
very  great ;  and  as  all  the  woods  on  this  efiate,  will  be  near  a 
navigable  frith,  the  wood  will  fetch  thie  current  price,  and  be  li- 
able to  little  dedudion,  from  the  £&cility  of  carrying  it  to  mar« 
ket ;  while  the  pradicability  of  being  fupplied  with  that  article 
from  the  Baltic,  is  faid  to  leffcn  yearly.  The  probable  future 
value  of  thefe  eftates,  cannot  be  eafily  afcertained  \  but,  we 
know,  that  wherever  induftry  has  extended  xtfelf  in  Scotland, 
the  rents  of  land  have  rifen  at  leafl  threefold,  and  much  more 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  towns*  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  this 
fjflexn  is  attended  with  no  expence  of  any  material  confe* 
cjuence,  except  that  part  of  it,  which  confifts  in  planting  th<; 
ufeleCft  land ;  which,  as  it  is  coniiderable,  (perhaps  not  lef^ 
than  31*  per  acre,)  may  either  be  omitted,  or  done  on  a  fmaller 
fcale  and  by  flow  degrees,  according  to  the  faculty  and  incli'* 
sation^of  the  proprietor.  ' 
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Shall  we  ft^te  noae  of  the  advfints^j^s,  but  tbofe  of  a  pm^ 
niary  nature  ?    Is  nothing  to  be  fet  down,  for  the  plicasukI:  of 

BtNOLDIKG  THE  FROGRESS  OF  THE  FROSFEHXTT  OFACOUNTai? 
IS  THE  JOT  OF  SEEING  TOWNS  AND  HUUStS  ARISING  AROUXD 
YOU  OF  ^O  VALUE  ?  NOR  THE  ULJIMATE  BhNtFlT  J>MtIV£D  TO 
TOUR  COUNTRY,  BY  ADDING  TO  IT,  INDUSTRIOUS  INHABITANTS 
AND  CULTIVATEP  LAND  ;  THRIVING  T0WN9  AND  FtOUXlSHING 
MANUFACTURES?  Is  there  no  plcafure  in  beholding  the 
growth  of  woods  of  one*s  own  pUnting  ?  nor  in  the  faccefs  of 
a  fyfiem,  fo  intimately  connected  with  the  haffiness  of  F£0« 

FL£  PLACED    BT  PROVIDENCE  UNDER    OUR    CARE?     Som^   haVC 

thought,  that  it  would  be  a  fitter  ufe  for  the  Highlands,  tocon- 
vert  them  intoflieep-walks.  That  it  might  he  better forthc  pcor 
pie  to  cultivate  ibeep,  inflead  of  black  cattle,  is  probably  true. 
That  the  (heep  is  a  hardier,  and  a  more  uftful  animal  thao  the 
ox,  may  be  true  alfo.  That  the  increafe  of  rents*  by  convert* 
ing  cattle-breeding  fartns,  into  fiieep  walks,  would  be  more 
fudden,  than  by  the  fyfiemhare  fuggefled,  is  not  to  be  dif« 
putcd.  But  that  the  eftates  would  ultimately  become  more 
valuable,  is  by  no  means  fo  clear  a  propofition*  Tcacks  of 
land,  which  have  been  converted  into  Iheep  farnis,  yield  little 
more,  at  an  average,  than  il.  Sterling,  per  ico  acres.  Thisia 
indeed  a  better  rent  than  before.  But  ht)W  contemptible  mud 
this  rent  appear,  when  compared  with  an  eflate  occupied  by 
induilriuus  manufa^urers,  and  abounding  in  large  woods  of 
the  fintft  fir,  birch,  and  other  tr';es  ?  It  is  to  be  obferved  too, 
that  there  is  a  certain  incompatibility  between  iheep,  and  peo. 
pie  and  trees.  No  care  can  proted  ntw  plantations  from 
the  depredations  of  flieep ;  they  overleap  every  fence,  and 
elude  the  utmoft  vigilam  e  of  the  ihepherd.  The  leaves  of 
trees  are  their  favourite  food  in  fummer;  and  the  bark 
is  their  inedicine,  as  well  as  food  in  winter.     The  lower 

grounds 


grouods,  now  •ccupied  bj  people,  muft  be  referved  {or  thf 
food  and  Ihelter  of  the  flock  in  winter ;  and  this  circumAantt  ^ 
ieems  to  form  the  chief  incoinpatibility»  between  flieep  aa4 
people.  This  argutpeni  will  have  the  greateft  weight,  witli 
thofe,  whofe  o))feryation  or  inquiiies  maj  have  led  tbeasi  (9 
compare  the  xnouatainons  part9  of  Spain,  appropriated  t^ 
iheeprwalks,  with  the  mountains  of  Switzerland  and  Walef, 
occupied  by  free  and  induftrious  inhabitants.  The  compcu 
ribn  is  not  to  he  made  bj  units  or  decimals ;  for  the  adFatH 
tagc;  of  men  inftead  of  £beep,  are  as  tboufands  to  one.  As  tb« 
underftanding,  induftry  and  ingenuity  of  man,  in  a  ft  ate  of . 
freedom,  are  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  brute  creation,  f^  is  the  v^ 
]ue  of  an  eftate  inhabited  by  mankind,  to  one  occupied  by  ibei^^ 
It  is  true,  the  people  need .  not  be  driven  out  of  tbtf 
country,  becaufe  (beep  are  intrpduced  into  it.  Villagcn 
may  be  built  lor  them,  where  they  might  be  employed 
lo  manufadures.  Let  me  aik;  has  that  been  the,  <h^?  and 
let  me  doubt  a  little  of  the  fuccefs  of  villages  by  c#mpul« 
fion.  It  is  one  thing  to  build  a  village,  to  which  people  majr 
refort  if  they  choofe  it,  and  another  to  drive  them  from  tho 
country  into  villages,  where  they  muft  (larve,  unle(s  the/ 
change  at  once  their  manners,  their  habits,  and  their  occupatuHii» 
How  much  better  would  it  be,  gradxtally  to  iotroduoe  fptn^ 
xsing  wheels  and  looms  into  their  houfes,  than  to  drive  thena 
from  their  houfes,  their  gardens,  and  their  little  fields  ?  Befides^ 
are  men  as  advantageouily  placed  in  villages,  for  cultivating 
the  foil,  as  when  difperfed  over  every  corner  of  the  eftate? 
T*wns  are  laid  to  thrive  in  proportion  to  the  populott£« 
Bcfs  of  the  country  around  them.  It  is  by  a  matual  ezcbango 
of  commodities,  that  both  towns,  and.the  country  around,  mu« 
toaUy  fupport  one  another.  To  conclude,  it  is  neither  by 
feeding  black  cattle  nor  iheep,  in  the  Highlands,  that  that 
country  can  be  improved,  but  by  the  introduction  of  arts  and 

agriculture. 
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tgricultiire.  The  firft  will  increafe  the  nnmber  and  wealtk 
of  the  people;  the  latter  will  aagment  the  quantity  of  thepro^ 
duftion  of  the  foil,  both  for  the  maintenance  of  peo^  and 
cattle*  But  neither  arts  nor  agriculture  can  profper,  milefs 
the  inhabitants  are  fecure  in  the  tenure,  by  which  Acj  oc« 
cupy  the  fpots  on  which  they  live.  Good  laws,  a  vigorous  ex- 
ecution of  them,  feus,  and  long  leafes,  are  the  great  fources  of  the 
profperity  of  every  country,  of  Highland,  as  well  as  of  more  fer- 
tile and  champaign  countries.  Try  the  queftion  by  this  teft.  Let 
us  aik  ourfelves,  if  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  polTefles  at  pre* 
Cent  thofe  fources  of  improvement  and  wealth?  To  thefe indeed 
muft  be  fuperadded,  on  the  part  of  government,  good  roads 
made  at  the  public  ezpence  ;  for  no  mountainous  countiy  can 
be  completely  improved,  till  it  be  made  acoeffiUe  by  good  roadsi 
the  expence  of  which,  its  inhabitants  are  unable  to  defray. 

As  this  is  THE  FIRST  ATTEMPT  to  Introduce  the  Makotacw 
TURK  of  SriNKiNo  and  Weaving  Cottok  into  the  High* 
lAKDS,  the  names  of  the  Partners  of  this  New  CoMrAKt 
deferve  to  be  mentioned.  The  reader  will  obferve,  that  pub- 
lic fpirit  is  the  motive  by  which  moft  of  the  partners  have 
been  induced  to  embark  their  property  in  an  undertdungi 
which  may  prove  highly  advantageous  to  the  Highlandert, 
and  particularly  fo  to  the  proprietors  of  the  above  and  otha 
contiguous  eOates  ;  but  never,  probably,  will  prove  fo  profiu- 
ble  to  the  other  partners,  as  undertakings  of  this  kind,  fitoated 
more  immediately  under  their  own  eye.  Each  fliare  in  this 
Company  is  one  hundred  pounds  Sterling.  The  capital  is 
SOOoL|»-4nd  the  partners  are 
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ttr.  David  Dale  of  Glafgow, 
Mr.  George  M'lntofli  of  do. 
Mr.  William  Kobertfon  of  do. 
Mr.  James  Robertfon  of  do. 
Mr.  Andrew  Robertfon  of  do. 
Mr.  Robert  Dunmore  of  do.  • 

Mr.  Robert  Bogle  of  Baldowie,  do. 
Mr.  Robert  Mackie  of  do. 
Mr.  William  Gillefpie  of  do. 
Mr.  John  Mackenzie  of  London, 
Mr.  Dougal  Gilchrift  of  Hofpidale, 
Mr.  William  Monro  of  Achanny, 
Mr.  John  Frafer,  fafior  to  Lord  Gower, 
Mr.  Benjamin  Rofs  of  Tain, 
Mr.  Scott  of  Dunninauldy  M.  P. 
Captain  James  Ractraj  of  Artburfione, 
Mr.  John  Ramfaj,  a£bing  manager. 
Captain  J.  H.  Dempiler  of  Polrofliei 
Mr.  Dempfier  of  Dnnnichen, 
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Vacant, 
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It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  Mr.  Alexander  Morifon  of 
Dundee,  is  the  perfon  who  propofes  eftabliihing  the  linen  mv- 
aa£aftnrc  in  the  county  of  Sutherland* 
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NUMBER    XXII*. 

PARISH  OF  DUFFUS. 

{County  and  Synod  of  Mnray^^Frtfbpery  of  Eig^) 

By  a  Friend  f  Statisticm.  IVQjuain. 


Enfent^  Surface^  Soil  and  Produce. 

DUFFUS  extends  5  miles  in  length,  from  E«  to  W. 
idong  the  S.  coaft  of  the  Moraj  Frith,  add  in  bitadtk 
from  ft  to  3  miles  S.  and  N.  It  is  one  continued  plaiot  ex- 
cepting a  riling  ground,  of  no  jjreat  height,  near  the  middle  d 
the  pariih,  which  is  everywhere  arable.  Along  the  coafifaO 
the  length  of  the  parilh,  and  more  than  half  a  mile  of  tbe 
|>readth  of  it,  the  furfaee  is  a  meagre,  greei»,  benty  pfftore. 
All  this  gromid  had  formerly  been  a  rich  cultivated  foil ;  but 
for  many  years,  has  been  overblown  with  dry  fand,  from  tbe 
weftem  beach.  The  fand  has  for  fome  time  ceafed  to  blow,  aod 
%  gre^t  part  of  this  fpoce  may  again  be  brought  into  culture, 
\f  the  application  of  the  fpade  or  trendi  plough.  There  have 
tdready  been  fome  fuccefsfal  elcperiments  of  thiv  kind,  and  in 
many  places,  there  is  but  little  depth  of  fand  upon  the  top. 

All 

*  N.  B.  The  Parish  of  Criech,  marked  Numiir  XIX,  fliould  Iutc  been 
KvM»BB  XXI;  and  alt  the  preceding  parifhei,  (from  CAmLUKi,  which  it  eno- 
9eouiLy  ttftted  a$  Nombbr  VlllyinOeadof  MsMSfft  IX,}  are  nombercd  awt^ 
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All  the  reft  of  this  pari(h  is  one  continued  arable  plain,  cz^ 
pable  of  producing  every  thing  that  will  grow  anj  where  ifi 
Scotland.  The  eaftward  diftrifi  is  a  deep  rich  clay,  refembling 
the  Carfe  of  Gowrie,  and  is  remarkable  for  fuperior  crops  o£ 
ivheat,  and  of  peafe  and  beans.  The  weftern  diftrift  is  % 
black  earthy  in  fome  places  fo  much  mixed  with  fand,  as  to 
render  it  of  inferior  quality ;  but  in  other  places  lb  remark'- 
ably  rich,  as,  without  any  application  of  modem  hufbandxy, 
to  produce  crops,  particularly  barley,  for  quality  and  increafe 
not  to  be  furpafled  in  Scotland ;  and  reaped  as  early  as  the  fame 
crop  on  the  coafts  of  Lothian,  where  fowing  is  in  general  earlier, 
and  where  agriculture  is  underftood.  The  barley  of  this  diC- 
trift,  when  fent  to  the  Frith  of  Forth,  yields  as  good  a  price 
as  the  beft  Stirlingfliire  or  eaft  Lothian  barley.  Along  the 
coaft  of  this  pariih,  there  are  quarries  of  fine  freeftone,  and,  a 
little  way  up  from  the  coaft,  quarries  of  lime-ftone ;  a  trea* 
fure  in  agriculture,  locked  up  from  us  for  want  of  fuel,  and 
which  nothing  but  the  abolition  of  the  coal  tax  can  open* 
The  plain  of  Duffus,  together  with  the  ground  of  the  ad« 
joining  parifhes,  is  often  (perhaps  more  from  richnefs  than 
iituation)  called  the  Heart  of  Moraj(/bire^ 

Coqfi.^^The  coaft  of  this  parifli  is  generally  flat.  At  the 
weft  end,  the  land  is  at  prefent  only  4  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  water.  At  this  quarter,  during  the  courfe  of  this  century, 
the  water  has  increafed  confiderably  on  the  land.  Should  it 
ever  rife  4  feet  higher  than  it  does  at  prefent,  it  muft  fall  in* 
to  the  lower  grounds  to  the  eaftward,  and  overflow  a  great 
proportion  of  the  extenfive  plains  of  Duffiis,  Drainy,  Levchars, 
Spiney  and  Innes.  Yet  this  foffSbility  is  fo'  little  regarded, 
that  perhaps  no  one  ever  bought  or  fold  the  property  of  thcfe 
diftri&s,  a  farthing  lower  from  this  confideration.  How  fi^r 
it  is  expedient  or  pra&icable,  to  ward  off  fo  great  an  evil, 
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hj  ettfiing  mounds  and  bulwarks  on  the  fiiore,   is  Icfc  to 
ihoCe  ixnmediatelj  concerned  to  determine, 

C/una^.— The  fuperior  carlineCs,  fertility,  and  warmth,  of 
the  plains  of  Morajlhire,  are  fads  more  certain  than  eafy  to 
be  accounted  for.  It  is  known,  that  we  are  in  a  very  northern 
latitude.  The  mountains  of  Sutherland  and  Caithnefs,  fecm  to 
be  at  too  great  a  diftance  from  us,  to  affurd  us  (belter  from  the 
north  windsi  which  blow  over  a  great  furface  of  water  before 
they  reach  us.  To  the  £•  we  are  alio  open  to  the  German 
Ocean.  It  is  true,  that  we  have  le(s  rain  than  dfewhere, 
which  is  faid  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  flatneis  of  oar  coun* 
ty ;  but  other  counties  of  Scotland,  equally  fiat,  have  inore 

'  rain.  Our  furface  alfo  inclines  to  the  N.,  and  the  only  near 
bills  we  have,  are  thofe  on  the  S.,  feemingly  more  calculated 

,  to  overibadow  and  hurt  us,  than  to  give  us  warmth.  It  is  faid,  cur 
foil  is  light,  and  therefore  warm:  it  is  fo  in  many  places  ;  but 
there  are  alfo  large  diftrifls  of  deep  black  earth,  and  of  rank 
day,  where  the  fame  earlioels  appears.  After  all,  were  wt 
merely  to  confult  tafte  and  imagination,  in  the  choice  of  a  re£« 
dence,  many  would  prefer  what  are  often  to  be  met  with  in  the 
fouth  of  Scotland,  green  hills,  with  lefs  fertility,  and  warmth 
in  the  valleys,  to  our  dryer,  earlier,  and  richer  plains,  with 
the  profpe£l  of  black  gloomy  hills  on  the  upper  landCcape, 

Ltflempcrs^'^t&OTTX  complaints,  rhcnmatifm,  and  fevers, 
are  the  moft  frequent  difeafes*  The  king^s  evil  is  not  uncom- 
inon ;  and  of  late  madnefs  feems  to  be  increafing,  even  among 
the  common  people.  Upwards  of  20  years  ago,  agues  were 
frequent  near  the  lake;  but  were  confined  to  that  fituaticn. 
None  9f  the  fea-faring  people  are  ever  feized  with  agues. 
The  itch  is  become  much  more  rare  than  it  was  formerly. 
It  is  a  truth,  which  no  mere  Englijbnian  will  readily  believe, 
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that  in  this  compahktivelj  rude  part  of  Britaioi  the  itch^ 
at  prefent,  is  le(s  frequent,  in  proportion  to  its  population,  • 
than  in  the  Britilh  capital.  With'  us,  it  arifes  from  want  of 
cleanlinefs  in  our  perfons  and  clothes ;  but '  in  London, 
confined  fituation,  ftrong  feeding,  and  a  thronged  population, 
are  the  co-operating  caufes% 

Woods. — ^Upon  the  fouth  .border  of  this  parifli,  a  commoa 
was  lately  divided  by  the  different  proprietors,  and  planted 
with  Scotch  firs.  Planting  here  is  doubly  meritorious,  as  wood 
is  needed  equally  for  timber  and  for  fuel.  It  may  be  obferved, 
that  the  planting  of  foreft  trees  is  the  only  branch  of  improve- 
ment,  in  which  our  country  has  of  late  kept  pace  with  the  im- 
proving diftrifts  of  Scotland.  Within  the  laft  25  years,  con- 
fiderable  plantations  have  been  made.  In  the  eaftern  diftriftsof 
the  county,  Scotch  firs  chiefly  appear,  even  in  many  places 
where  it  is  prefnmed  the  ground  would  have  nonrifhed  bet* 
ter  wood.  In  the  weflern  diftrifts  of  our  county,  Scotch  firs 
have  been  employed  in  tlie  plantations,  as  they  ought  to  be 
where  the  foil  and  climate  require  it,  merel?  as  nurfes  in  tender 
years,  to  more  beautiful  and  valuable  trees,  as  oak,  elm, 
afli,  &c. 

Orchards. — Buchanan  fays,  **  that  Moray,  for  plcafantncfs,  and 
the  profit  arifing  from  fruit  trees,  furpafles  all  the  other  counties 
of  Scotland.*^  In  modern  times,  we  have  much  neglefted  this 
culture;  and  our  orchards  are  at  prefent  often  found  about  de- 
ferted  caftles  and  religious  houfes,  nearly  as  much  in  decay 
as  the  buildings  they  furround. 

Braining  of  Zaics.^Thc  art  of  draining  lakes,  fo  as  to 
render  grounds  fit  for  agriculture,  feems  to  be  here,  as  it  is 
indeed  throughout  Scotland  in  general^  but  in  its  infancy* 
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The  lake  of  JSpiney  haa-been  allowed  to  fpread  for  miles,  be- 
yond its  ovigiBal  bed,*  and  to  cover,  in  whole, or  in  part,  a 
large  portion  of  very  rich  ground.  A  few  years  ago,  an  im- 
perfeft  attempt  was  made  to  draw  off  the  water  from  the  up- 
per grounds,  by  wbich  fome  hundreds  a^yeac  were  gained  to 
the  proprietors ;  but  a  complete  draining,  which  is  very  prac* 
icable,  and  would  be  deemed  eafy  in  other  countries,  would 
produce  tiioufiiads. 

Cultivation. — Agriculture,  with  a  few  exceptions,  is  here 
in  A  very  low  ftate.  The  old  plan  of  inceflant  tillage,  with* 
out  reft  to  th)?  ground,  or  without  havbg  any  fufficient  pro- 
portion of  it  fown  out  in  grafs,  or  other  green  crops,  ftill  pre* 
vails. .  Grafs,  on  the  little  fpots  where  it  is  fown,  thrives  re- 
markably well.  Our  tenants  are  either  without  leafes  alto- 
gether, or  have  leafes  too  ihort  for  anfwering  any  valuable 
purpofe.  No  wonder  then  that  farming  has  not  advanced. 
Our  farms  are  fmall,  and  we  have  no  fubtenants.  The  pa- 
rifiu  is  totally  open,  .excepting  fuch  inclofures  as  are  round 
gentlemen's  places.  ,  Various  are  the  evils  incident  to  open 
Saldfi^JOne  of  the  moft  teafiog,  and  not  the  leaft  hurtful,  is  the 
devaftdtion  inceffantly  made  by  our  half  flarved  cattle,  upon 
the  adjoining  com  fields,  whofe  hunger  impels  them  to  break 
from  <hc.)Caoga  of  grafs,  to  which  they  are  fiaked,  or  from 
the  charge  of  carelefs  boys  and  girls  let  (o  watch  them. — Sea- 
yreed  is  much  ufed  for  a  manure, 

Services.— Som^  ferviccs  are  ftlU  continued  here ;  and  upon  one 
eRate,  the  tenth  Jheaf  is  drawn  in  teind  from  the  field,  as  part 
of  the  rent.  Rent  is  paid  chiefly  in  grain,  often  at  the  rate 
pf  a  guinea  per  acre,— -a  price  not  too  high  for  the  quality  of  the 
ground  i  but  too  high  without  leafes,  flrength  or  IkiU  to  cul« 
Uvate  it*    The  abje;^  fpirit  of  feudal  habits,  has  made  our 

tenantry 


tenantry  undervalue  their  laboar,  and  give  to  the  fnperiot 
fuch  a  proportion  of  their  earnings,  as  leaves  them  without  a  dei* 
cent  maintenance ;  and  renders  this  dafs  of  men,  oiF  all  thofe  who 
are  able  to  labour,  the  pooreft  and  moft  dependant  among  us. 
Their  poverty  has  thruft  them  out  of  the  rank,  which  it  is 
advantageous  to  the  community,  that  their  profeffion  ihould 
hold. 

General  ^^^ar^ffrr .-^Although  there  is  abundance  of  ex- 
cellent ftones  for  building  houfes,  the  people  in  general  are  ill 
lodged.  The  meannefs  of  their  cottages,  the  leanne(s  of  their 
catelc,  the  open  unimproved  appearance  of  the  fields,  Sec.  pre- 
fcnt  to  the  eye  of  a  ftranger  a  very  unfavourable  view  of  a 
country  naturally  rich.  Perhaps  it  was,  with  fuch  objefts 
before  him,  that  the  great  living  hiftorian  of  Scotland,  while 
in  Moray,  iaid  with  furprife,  "  h  this  the  fine  prwince^  of 
which  I  have  heard fo  mucbV^ 

Black  Cattk^  Horfes^  Sheep,  and  Poultry. — Our  mode  of 
farming  makes  little  provifioo  for  black  cattle,  of  which  our 
flock  is  not  great.  We  plough  all  with  horfes,  and  thefe  are 
flill  of  an  indifferent  breed,  and  ill  kept  up.  They  fubfift  in 
winter  chiefly  upon  ftraw  ;  the  farmers  have  no  hay. — ^There 
are,  in  the  parifh,  about  2000  of  the  fmall  white*faced  brtfed  of 
Iheep,  fed  on  the  bentypafture  already  mentioned. — Our  poultry 
have  long  been  remarkable  for  large  iize  and  good  quality  ; 
whether  this  is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  fuperior  ricbnefs  of  our 
grain,  or  whether  theie  is  any  peculiarity  in  the  breed,  is  not 
afcertained* 

PoJfulation.'^-^Onv  population  is  at  prefent  1500.  It  has 
not  greatly  dtminiihed  for  fome  years  paft,  notwithftanding 
there  have  been  a  few  emigrations*    The  return  to  Dr.  Web- 

fter 
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fter  in  Z755«  howeyeri  was  1679.  About  the  end  of  kS 
war,  fimie  individoals  went  to  North  Amcricm,  a  few  of  whom 
letonied  and  fettled  at  home,  bringing  bad  tidings  of  the  coon- 
tiy,  whidi  their  imaginations  had  figured  to  be  ibit  fahry^lani 
of  wealdu  Since  that  time,  thofe  who  would  have  gooe  to 
America,  had  the  profpcA  been  favourable,  have  preferred  a 
^(oaw  emigration  to  the  fouthem  parts  of  Scotland,  particular!/ 
Glafgow,  Paifley,  Su.  And  from  this  part  of  the  north,  there 
if,  and  always  has  been,  a  conftant  fucceffion  of  adventurers 
iffning  forth  to  the  Britilh  capiul,  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies, 
and  other  parts  of  the  empire.  There  are  6  heritors  in  this 
parifli.  Bj  far  the  greateft  part  of  the  peo^e,  are  employed 
in  agticuknre*, 

9nsdlr.«-There  is  a  village,  called  J90rj^&-ifa^,  upon  the  coal!, 
containing  400  fouls,  more  than  two  thirds  of  whom  fcdiow  ^ 
lea*faring  life.  Mod  of  the  reft  are  quarriers  and  ftone  mafoas. 
Here  there  are  a  few  fmall  boats  employed  in  fiihing,  and  7 
large  boats  are  hired  to  the  fiihing  on  the  weft  coaft,  on  board 
each  itf  which  there  are  fix  people.  Five  large  boats,  with 
fix  people  in  each,  are  alfo  employed  in  tranfporting  fiones 
from  the  quarries,  to  different  parts  of  the  country*  Two 
floops  are  employed,  chiefly  in  carrying  grain  to  the  foath  of 
Scotland,  and  in  bringing  back  coals. 

Imports  and  Exports. — The  principal  imports  are  coals* 

moftly  from  Northumberland  ;  and  merchant  goods,  chicfiy 

from  London.    Our  exports  are  nun^  grain,  linen  yam,  and  a 

few  black  cattle.    The  firft  and  the  laft  go  chiefly  to  England, 

efpeciaUy  to  the  London  market.     The  grain  and  yam  go  ta 

the  fauth  of  Scotland* 

Fijbing. 

*  The  wa^  of  « tntle  Itbourer  wkhout  v]^aals»  it  8d.  per  day;  of  a  fe- 
male 4d.  Id  autumn  both  are  higher.  When  fed  by  the  employer,  meo  ferrants  m 
-  hsibaxidry  get  from  j  1.  to  8  L ;  women  feryaau  from  30  8.  to  40  s.  a  year. 
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Fi/bing, — There  is  a  good  white  fiihing  here ;  cod,  ftate^ 
ling,  &c.  are  fold  at  prefent,  from  i  d.  to  z  4  d*  the  poand. 
We  have  alfo  hoUibut,  mackarel,  whitings,  feath,  Sec;  ImtaL 
though  there  are  turbotonthecoafl,  our  people  cannot  fiih  them. 
Haddocks  have  never  entirelj  deferted  our  coafi,  but  they  are  at 
prefeat  in  (mailer  numbers,  and  in  deep  water  farther  from 
land :  Of  conCsquence,  they  fell  fix  times  dearer  than  they  did 
lately,  being  now  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  each.  They  are 
larger  in  Cze  than  before.  Of  late,  a  lobfter  fiihing  has  been 
fet  a  going  in  the  Moray  frith  by  an  Engliih  company.  On 
the  Nation,  which  included  the  coaft  of  this  pariih,  and  of 
Drainie,  there  were  caught  lad  fummer,  and  fent  to  the  London 
market,  60,000  lobfiers.  It  is  laid  that  no  lobfier  traps  were 
ever  before  feen  on  this  coaft.  If  this  be  true,  it  (hews  how 
long  mechanical  inventions  are  of  becomings  univerfid.  Sm 
little  are  the  people  here  accuftomed  to  mechanical  operations, 
that  after  feveral  fruitlefs  attempts,  they  have  not  yet  been 
^ble  to  imitate  with  fuccefs  this  fimple  invention  *• 

Propofed Improvement. "^Pkt  the  village  of  Burgh*head,  upon 
the  weft  fide  of  the  promontory,  nature  has  pointed  out  a  fta« 
tion  well  adapted  for  a  deep,  a  capacious,  and  a  fafe  harbour. 
The  property  belongs  to  Sir  Archibald  Dunbar;  and  this  gen- 
tleman, as  well  as  the  country  at  large,  would  be  much  bene- 
fitcd  by  fuch  an  credion.  It  could  be  made  at  a  moderate 
expence,  and  with  proper  precautions,  fuccefs  would  be  cer- 
tain.. When  one  confiders,  that  there  is  not  along  the  whole 
fouth  coaft  of  the  Moray  Frith,  from  Buchanncfs  to  Invemefs, 

(upwards 

*  In  StatUUcal  accounts^  the  progrefi  of  meclumcal  inventiofis  ongbt  not  to 
be  omitted.  The  benefit  of  fuch  difcoveriet  often  remaxnt  confined  to  cornen, 
becaofe  the  public  t»  not  nude  acquainted  with  them.  The  improTement  of 
a  plough,  a  loom,  a  fpadc,  a  wheel,  a  lever,  &c.  at  well  as  of  the  more  compli- 
cated machinery  of  a  ihip,or  of  a  fpinning  je&Dyi  it  it  of  importance  to  have  as 
grotrally,  and  ai  quickly  known  as  poffible. . 
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(upwards  of  zoo  miles)  one  good  or  iafe  harboar,  the  priN 
priety  of  this  undertaking  appears  in  a  ftrong  point  of  view. 
JMEoft  of  our  prefent  harbours  are  at  the  mouths  of  rivers, 
.which  are  conllantlj  forming  bars  and  (hallows.  At  Burgh- 
head,  there  is  no  river  \  there  is  ihelter  from  dangerous  winds, 
a  fine  bottom,  and  water  of  any  neceflary  depth.  Bnrgh-^hcad  is 
nearly  at  an  equal  diftance  from  Elgm  and  Forres  i  and  if 
it  had  a  good  harbour,  would  foon  become  the  port  of  both 
towns.  Commerce  and  manufaftures  would  of  conlcqucQCc 
foon  vifit  this  part  of  the  country,  and  all  the  various  advan* 
tages,  arifing  from  them  to  the  public,  would  quickly  follow 
fuch  an  important  undertaking. 

Churchy  SeSiariiSf  School^  and  Poor.-^The  ftipend  is  8  cbal* 
ders  of  barley,  and  2a  1.  Sterling.  Sir  Archibald  Dunbar  is 
patron.  Till  commerce  and  manufactures  arrive,  to  put  money 
into  the  purfes  of  the  lower  ranks,  we  cannot  ezpeft  to  fee 
that  multiplicity  of  religious  opinions,  and  divarCty  of  wor* 
Ihip,  'which  mercantile  wealth,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  produces. 
We  have  two  or  three  Antiburghers.  A  fmall  Non-jurant 
meeting  has  exifted  in  the  pariih,  ever  fince  Prefbytery  vras 
eftabliflied.  It  has  been  upheld,  for  many  years  pad,  by  a 
very  fmall  number  of  very  poor  peafants.  Will  it  be  believ- 
ed, aoo  years  hence,  that  fuch  a  defcription  of  people  had, 
during  the  whole  of  their  lives,  been  at  the  expence  of  a  paf- 
tor  and  place  of  worlhip,  chiefly  that  they  might  clandefiinely 
offer  up  their  prayers  for  a  profcnbed  race  of  Kings^  whom 
they  never  faw.  Thcfe  people  are  remarkable  for  their  good 
neighbourhood,  and  Chriftian  fellowfiiip  with  thofe  of  the 
cftabliihment  around  them. — The  parochial  fchool  here  has 
t.o  other  falary,  than  7  bolls  of  bear,  called  Reader*!  Bear. 
The  number  of  fcholars  may  be  from  40  to  50.  Of  all  go- 
vernments, ours  requires  mofl,  that  youth  be  well  edacatcd, 

and 
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Mid  knowledge  nniverlallj  diffafed*  In  thofe  appeals  to  the 
people,  which  it  neceflkrilj  produces,  nothing  fo  mach  as  a 
competent  degree  of  knowledge  can  guar^  againft  the  effeds  of 
impofture,  and  canellahlifli,  from  age  to  age,  in  the  public  mind, 
m  fteady  attachment  to  its  free  and  unequalled  conftitution.— - 
The  poor  at  prefent  amount  to  60  ;  and  all  the  public  fupplj 
th^  have  is  from  the  church  colledion,  which  is  about  5  s. 
each  fnnday :  fcantj  provifion  indeed  !  We  received  with  gra- 
titude our  (hare  of  the  bounty  in  grain,  fent  to  us,  in  the  year 
1783,  by  a  wife  and  humane  Legiflature.  How  ftrange,  that 
the  lame  humane  and  enlightened  policy,  which  faved  from 
famine  many  individuals  in  one  feafon,  fhould  fhut  its  eyes  for 
fo  many  years,  againft  the  operation  of  a  tax  (viz.  that  on  coab), 
which,  in  its  effeQs,  has,  every  year,  embittered  the  exiftence 
of  thoufands  in  the  northern  parts  of  Scotland,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  has  proved  an  invincible  bar  to  the  increafe  of  population 
and  wealth,  by  the  introdu&ion  of  manufaftures*  Thank 
God,  that  tax  is  about  to  be  aboliihed. 

Fuel. — ^The  mofles  here  are  utterly  exhaufted ;  and  we  de« 
pend  on  Northumberland  chiefly  for  coals,  which  coft  very 
dear.  The  expence  of  a  private  family, 'fituated  at  the  dif«- 
ftance  of  8  miles  from  the  harbour,  and  ufing  three  fires  con- 
Itantly,  is  about  24 1.  a*year,  including  the  payment  of  carriage 
from  the  ihip.  When  the  odious  and  impolitic  tax  on  this 
commodity,  at  the  Red-head,  is  taken  off,  then  Ihall  we  of  the 
north  date  the  firfi  year  of  equality^  and  (^rational  taxation. 

Roads. — ^We  have  no  turnpikes,  nor  is  the  ftatute  labour 
commuted*  Road-making  here  is,  as  yet, -but  in  its  firft  rudi- 
ments. It  feems  ftrange,  that  fociety,  all  over  Europe,  fliould 
have  perfe&ed  (fo  far  as  it  appears  capable  of  perfeftion,) 
intercourfe  by  the  watery  element,  long  before  general  plans 
have  been  aoy  where  adopted,  for  {er£efiing  the  internal  in- 
tercourfe of  couiitri^Si  by  rendering  good  roads  univerfal. 

You  VIII.  S  D  Tficrc 
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There  is  now,  however,  reafon  to  ezpefi,  that  the  contrai 
which  almoft  everj  quarter  of  this  kingdom  at  prefect  exhi- 
bits,  between  made  roads  and  unmade,  between  comfortable 
jnotion,  and  uncomfortable,  between  quick  and  flow  journeys, 
muft  operate  ftronglj  and  rapidlj,  in  rendering  good  roads 
univerfal  *. 

Eminent  Meti.-^'Vvfo  of  the  ableft  men,  which  thb  part  of 
Scotland  has  produced,  were  both  heritors  of  this  pacifh  ;  Sir 
Robert  Gordon  of  Gordonfton,  father  of  the  prefent  Sir  Wil- 
liam, and  Mr.  Gordon  of  Clunie,  father  of  the  prefent  Mr. 
Baron  Gordon.  The  former  gentleman  held  a  feat  in  the  Bri- 
tifli  Senate  j  but  it  is  f*'d,  that,  owing  to  incumbrances  upon 
a  fortune  now  remarkably  affluent,  he  was  induced  in  early 
life  to  quit  a  fcene,  where,  from  his  fingular  eloquence  and 
profundity  of  intelled,  nature  had  fo  remarkably  fitted  him  to 
ihine.  It  was  afterwards  the  lot  of  thofe  two  gentlemen,  to 
be  frequently  oppofed  to  each  other  in  the  petty  competitions 
of  private  life  f  in  which  they  difplayed  an  ability  that  mark- 
ed them  out  to  all  their  co-temporaries,  as  individuals  far  iox- 
pai&ng  the  common  line  of  human  genius.  It  is  not  always 
the  fortune  of  nations  to  be  able  to  draw,  from  the  great  mais 
of  the  community,  ilatefmen  of  fuch  ability  as  thofe  two  indi- 
viduals poiTefled.  They  have  left  no  literary  memorials,  how- 
ever, behind  them. 

jintiquities. — In  Malcolm  IPs  reign,  the  Danes  took  poiTeOlon 
of  Moray.  Tlie  king  headed  an  army  agaitift  them  in  perfon, 
and  was  overcome  in  a  pitched  battle.  "  Upon  this,"  fays  Bu- 
chanan, *^  the  caiUe  of  Nairn  was  furrendered  to  them,  which 

they 

*  ^f^i  When  labourers  are  in  fuch  requeft,  and  fanners  fo  pinched,  by  the 
high  wage«  they  muft  pay  their  fcrvants,  why  might  not  the  military,  in  peaces 
.  aW  times,  be  employed  in  road-making,  and  other  public  works  I 
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^  tbejftrongly  fortified,  and  of  a  peninfula  made  an  ifle,  by  cuU 
**  ting  through  a  narrow  neck  of  land ;  and  then  they  called  it 
^'  bj  aDaniih  name,  Burgb.^  AU  our  hiftorians  are  miftakea' 
in  placing  this,  fort  at  Naim^  where  there  never  was  an j  fuch 
building.  Biit,  in  this  parifh,  the  peninfula  above  mentioned 
is  fituated  \  and  upon  it,  there  are  large  remains  of  a  regular 
fortification.  The  cut  made  to  infulate  the  promontory  is  yet 
vifible,  but  now  dry  and  nearly  filled  up.  ^  The  place  ftiU  re- 
tains its  Daniih  name,  being  generally  called  by  the  conxpioa 
people  Burgbj  and  fome times  called  and  written  Burgh^bead. 
a*  After  Malcolm  had  overcome  the  Danes,  under  Camus,  in 
the  battle  of  Panbride,  in  Angus,  Camus,  with  his  remaining 
tcoops,  attempted  to  retreat  to  Moray,  by  the  mountains,  but 
was  overtaken,  routed,  and  flain.  There  is  an  obelilk  ftand- 
ing  at  the  weft  end  of  the  pariib,  conjeftured  to  be  the  obelifk 
which,  hiftorians  lay,  was  ereded  for  this  vidory  ^  and  near 
this  monument,  there  is  a  village  called  Kaim^  which  is  fup« 
pofed  to  be  the  village  mentioned  by  Buchanan,  as  retaining 
the  memorable  name  of  Camus.  3.  Upon  the  north*we(t 
border  of  the  lake  of  Spiney,  there  are  ftanding  upon  an  ar« 
tificial  mound,  furrounded  with  a  foffee  and  draw*bridge,  the 
walls  of  a  ftrong  caftle,  called  Old  Duffus.  It  is  known  to  be 
of  great  antiquity ;  but  at  what  precife  time  it  was  built,  or 
nrho  were  the  original  proprietors,  cannot  be  traced  with  aoy 
degree  of  certainty.  It  is  furrounded  with  orchards  and  fo« 
reft  trees,  and,  ftanding  in  the  heart  of  a  charming  plain,  pre- 
fents,  at  every  point  of  view,  one  of  the  moft  pi&urefque  and 
beautiful  objefts  which  the  country  exhibits.  4.  At  the  vil« 
lage  of  Duffus  there  is  a  fquare,  (in  the  centre  of  which  the 
church  is  placed),  furrounded  by  four  ftreets  regularly  paved^ 
fhe  wOrkmanfliip  of  Oliver  CromweWs  foldier^t* 

3  D  2  Difadvantageu 

%  Had  It  sot  becD  for  fwcUing  tho  Scataftical  work  too  much, to  have. allow 
Cd  a  comer  ia  it,  for  a  felcdioD  of  fo^h  cpiupbi  at  arc  curiouf,  wonld  haw  fur« 
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Di/advamtagii.'^Tht  principal  of  tbefe,  ate  the  diftuce  from 
mills,  tnd  a  ferere  milt  #3tr/tf;#,^dleiiel8,— 4udft  attention 
Co  induftrj,!— a  want  of  mana&ftuies, — a  waat  of  gettenl 

aUhcff  a  plAifa&t  morfel  to  retden  of  a  certiin  tafte.    Tbe  USkmiD^  ^ic^ 
li  found  on  the  tomb-ftonc  of  a  ftilor  in  the  chnrth-jard  of  Dollut. 

•*  ThoQgh£oWhUib,aadNeptaiie*»wifiet»hairetoi0*daMtoaBdfi«^ 

**  Tet  DOW  at  laft,  bj  heaYca*!  decreet  I  A^fitirr  here  hdow : 

**  Where  at  an  snehor  Idtljt  with  others  of  our  fleet, 

^  Till  the  laft  trump  do  raife  ot  up,  our  Atmrd  CaaitT  to  meetT 

The  Gaelic  it  not  fpoken  on  the  coaftof  Monyflure.  We  ipeak  te  Eag^ 
mixed  with  a  large  portion  of  proYindal  dialeA.  Oar  accent  it,  in  the  ear  of  a 
ilranger,  (bappilh  and  provoking,  affimilating  to  that  of  Aberdeen,  hot  u  &id  not 
to  be  quite  i^  invincible  as  their%  to  thofe  who  leave  the  coontrf .  It  it  moic  diia- 
greeable  and  mor«  diflicalt  to  overcome,  than  the  accent  of  our  wcftera  ndg^ 
hovrt  of  Invemeft;  befidet,  that  they  have  an  advantage  over  at  to  ufin^  mae 
hot  modem  EngUib  wordi.  The  remark,  which  flnngen  make  of  «»  that  we 
fecm  unwilling  to  open  our  moutht  when  we  fpetk,  it  fiiDy  confirmed,  by  find* 
ing  that  of  the  x6  vocal  articnlato  feundtwhich  compofe  the  Englifli  language,  we 
have  totally  throvm  out  in  oar  dialed  the  two  folleft  and  moft  fbnoroiu,  and 
have  fubftitrited  fliort  and  (lender  Ibondt  in  their  place.  No  Moiayfliire  man  of 
'the  lower  raakt  evet  proneuncet  broad  «,  or  long  •;  for  the  firft  he  always  olet  the 
Ihort  and  flender  found  of  «,  at  £■  for  law,  AgmJ^  for  Auguft,  Jlf  for  all;  lor  the 
laft  he  alwayt  ufet  likewife  the  Ibort  and  flender  foundt  of  «,  at,  ttU  for  dofir, 
wU  for  r6ad  and  rode,  tA  for  note,  rU  for  rote,  n^  for  no^  MA  lor  diokc^ 
fSifi  lot  poft.  Tliit  peculiarity  it  the  more  remarkable,  becaofe,  ahhoogft  chde 
two  full  founds  of  a  and  •,  are  very  prevalent  in  England,  yet  they  are  flill  mach 
more  fo  in  the  fbuth  of  Scotland  \  infomuch  that  the  more  freqtient  nie  of  them, 
it  that,  which  (next  to  the  North  Britifli  accent)  moft  readily  diftxnguilhea  the 
language  of  a  (bath  country  Scotchman  of  edocation,  from  the  language  el 
England.  And  perhapt,  from  this  circdmflaoce,  we  have  received  our  »«»«*«^t 
nick-name,  in  the  broad  found  of  Saxoiuy,  lot,  although  iUhioa  is  now  hegia* 
ning  to  force  upon  oar  middling  ranks  here,  thole  two  full  ioandt,  yet  they  fed, 
in  the  endeavour  to  pronounce  them,  nearly  the  Ikme  difficnky,  that  woald  at- 
tend the  introdudion  of  fonndt  altogether  foreign*  Our  diflike  to  full  Ibosdi^ 
aUb  appeart  in  our  preference  of  the  flender  m,  which  in  the  lacgaage  of  tbe 
jiorth,  ufurpt  occa(ionally  the  place  of  almoft  every  other  TOwel,  as  msm  for 
moofi^A  for  fpoon f/rett  for  fruit, jcv/f^r  jvik,mt(A%o  hr  nadow^iMiSrfox  titfcj 


flufl  ia  agnciiltitft»-— t  perplexing  and  inconwrneht  Tttdety  of 
weights  and  ]iieafttre$,-r-iffaQt  of  foel,  attended  witk  lols  of 
health  and  lives  among  the  poor,— 4reqaeDt  cdibacy,  or  late 
surriagesy  occaliooed  hj  poverty  and  depreffion, — an  oppreC- 
five  coal-tax,-— and  an  inconvenient  diftanoe  from  a  Ci^on^ 
hottfe,  bebg  40  miles  from  Invemefsy  which  is  the  aeareft« 

AdpmUagii.'^Tht  principal  are,  a  feaF€oaft,r-a  good  ibi],«M 
a  good  paoplei«-and  a  good  climate.  Whether  what  hiftpri.* 
ans  remarkt  of  onr  havbg  in  the  plains  of  Moray,  about  40 
dajs  more,  of  dry  weather  through  tb^  year,  than  in  any  otli6r 
part  of  Scodandi  be  prccifely  accurate,  has  never  been  afcer« 


CharoQiT  and  Maamrsr-^Sodtty  in  this  eonntry  is  as  yit 
chiefly  divided  into  Ugb  and  hw*    The  latter  clais,  though 

poor 

^  ioi  vb,pmd  tot  poind,  Hcc.  Our  people  fiibftiCnU  tlie  Ibuid  of  f  fiorwh, 
MM/st  for  whaty/pffa^  for  which,  Sec*  They  pronounce  fnch  word*  nJSM^^ttdp 
w«0,  wM,  &c.  u  if  fpclt  /MJtiy^  fifi^f  vmlijJuUht  iHQ.  They  fiippidt  r  in  S 
0ood  many  words,  9»Jifi  for  firft,  Ufi  for  horfe,/i^  for  pvrfe,  &&  This  it  the 
more  remarkaMe,  ai  in  general  the  Scotch  pronoiince  this  letter  much  more 
iarcihly  than  the  fingliih  do.  The  gattoral^/^  and  <A,  are  more  frequently  pro* 
AOQDced.here,  than  in  the  foath  of  Scotland.  The  Scotch  and  French  #,  ^hich  ia 
never  heard  in  England,  though  not  in  fo  frequent  uie  here  as  in  the  iouth  of 
Scotland,  is  notwithiUndiDg  fo  prevalent  u  to  have  the  name  of  this  Towd  ex» 
ffcged  is  that  (bund :  as  is  alfo  the  cafe  in  the  reft  of  Scotland.  Here  «  and 
m  an  fiMmded  fee  one  aaodier ;  but  this  is  aUb  the  cafe  among  the  illiterate  in 
r  parti  of  Britain.  The  French  «,  reftmbling  the  T^aXm  ibund,  and  fo 
\  at  Edinburgh  sod  the  pcjghhonrhig  countries,  never  found  iu  way  to 
tbcBorth.  It  was  imported  hythe  Scotchcourt  fromFnmce.  The  Scotch  diphthong 
«r,  we  ufe  aa  frequently  as  in  other  parts  of  Scotland;  for  inftead  of  pronouncing 
the  Englilh  j  in  4^, /rj^,'  ft&  we  prononnce  thoie  words  as  M  Edinburgh ; 
W*J^J%  f^*  ^^  Th^  fonad  of  ihort  Baglilh  I, as  in  ^J6i,fia»iic.i»wnr 
vied  in  our  dialed.  ItsfiMitute  is  a  ibund  approaching  nearer  to  the  ihort 
Eoglilh  #,  than  to  the  ihort  Engliih  f,  u  if  fpelt,  /<f»yi^,/wl/  thishowstcr  if 
cenuDon  to  our  lower  ri^  wiik  the  reft  of  Scotland. 
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poor  and  deprefledt  are  not  querulous^  but  peaceably  aad  WeB 
difpofed.  The  higher  ranks  ftiU  retain,  coniparatiTely,  a  oonfi- 
derable  portion  of  the  manners  of  the  old  barons.  In  feme 
inftiinces,  thofe  peculiarities  of  behaviour  are  apparent,  which 
an  exciufion  from  the  public  eje,  and  a  reoaote  fituation,  are 
ready  to  produce.  So  that  we  are  reoaindedi  at  dmes,  of  die 
remark  of  a  celebrated  dramatill :  ^*  In  the  cities  and  popo* 
^  Ions  pnrts  of  the  empire,  there  prevails  fach  annifonnityof 
**  level  manners,  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  beat  about  amongft 
**  the  out^lkirts  of  the  country,  for  charaders,  at  once  matmnd 
<*  and^^ar,  with  which  to  fill  my  drama**^  Our  middk 
ranks,  compared  with  thofe  of  other  countries,  are  yet  incoa- 
fiderable.  They  are  not  fully  occupied  with  bufine(s,-^hav« 
no  ftilt  of  manners  appropriated  to  their  ftation, — but  arc 
fond  of  the  company  and  manners  of  their  faperiors,  aad  coo- 
verfe  more  frequently,  than  is  done  in  other  places^  about 
modes  and  fafliions  in  drefs  and  manners.  A  fuperior  degree 
otJbrewdne/Sf  has  btcn  commonly  affixed  to  the  charafter  of  a 
north-country  man,  whicli  is  well  exprefled  in  the  conunoa 
adage,  "  you  arc  too  far  north  (or  me."  The  remark  is  more 
applicable  to  our  neighbours  of  the  Aberdeen  and  Invemeft 

.  diftri&s,  than  to  us  ;  compared  to  them,  we,  in  Morajfliire, 
are  a  blunt  and  plain  people.  Oar  people  are  as  yel  fobcc,  and 
little  addi&ed  to  the  intemperate  ufe  of  fpirits.  The  fuppref- 
fion  of  fmuggling,  fo  happily  efiefted  of  late  by  the  vigilance 

.  of  governmeot,  ha$  banifhed  foreign  liquors,  and  introduced 
very  generally  the  ufe  of  whiiky  of  our  owa  diftilling,  which 
is  both  wholefomer  and  cheaper.  Beer,  however,  »  ftill  toe 
little  ufed,  for  which  whiiky  is  a  mod  improper  fubflitute. 
It  is  fubmitted,  whether  the  price  of  this  unneceflary  article 
ought  not  to  be  kept  fo  high,  as,  If  pof&ble,to  prevent  it  from 
being  in  too  frequent  ufe  among  the  loweft  ranks*  Diflike 
for  diverfity  in  religious  opinionsi  and  modes  of  woHbip,  to« 

gcthcjc 
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gfcth^r  with  the  ^liberal  prejudices  refpedtng  Highlander  vltA 
Lowlander^  have  greatlj  ceafed  amongft  the  people.  The/ 
became  PrelbjtertaDS  more  from  accident  than  from  temper. 
Daring  the  alternations  of  Prefbjterj  and  Epifcopacj,  which 
took  place  after  the  Reformation,  thej  did  not  at  all  difcover 
that  decided  preference  to  Freibjterj,  which  marked  the  weC 
tern  and  fouthem  counties.  Had  not  their  fentiments  beeii 
keener  than  ours  on  this  point,  our  ifland  would  probably  at 
prefent  have  had  but  one  national  church.  At  the  Revoiu*' 
tion,  few  of  the  clergy  of  this  province  conformed  to  Preibj'- 
terj,  but  availed  themfelves  of  the  indulgence  which  the  go- 
vernment gave,  of  allowing  them  to  remain  in  their  benefices 
for  life,  upon  qualifying  to  the  civil  government.  And  in 
order  to  cherifh  Pre(bytery,  it  was  neceflary,  from  tixJie  to 
time,  to  fend  clergy  from  the  fouth  country  to  ferve  the  cure. 
That  horror  at  the  name  of  holidays^  which  was  once  a,  cha« 
raderiftic  of  the  Puritans,  and  true  blue  Pre(bycerians,  never 
took  pofleHion  of  our  common  people  here :  and  they  dill  ce« 
lebrate  (perhaps  without  ever  thinking  of  the  origin  of  the 
prafiice),  St.  John's  day,  St.  Stephen's  day,  Chriftmas  day, 
&c.  by  aiTembling  in  large  companies  to  play  at  foot-ball,  and 
to  dance  and  make  merry.  It  is  among  the  marks  of  an  im- 
proving country,  to  find  all  the  different  ranks  of  fociety  en- 
larging their  fphere  of  motion.  The  higher  ranks  roam  chief- 
ly for  amufement,  and  from  curiofity ;  the  lower  move  princi- 
pally with  a  view  to  bufinefs  and  gain.  In  both  cafes,  the  con- 
fequences  are  beneficial  to  the  diflrid  to  which  t^ey  belong, 
by  giving  rife  to  a  wider  comparifon  of  objefts  and  ufages* 
The  common  ^people  refident  in  Scotland  every  where,  at  pre- 
fent, move  more  from  their  native  fpot  than  formerly.  In  the 
time  of  our  grand-fathers;  fewer  of  the  commonality  crolTed 
die  Spey  or  the  F.ndhorn,  (the  two  river3  bounding  the  coun- 
try), than  XK>w  vifit  diflant  counties  and  towns,  aod  even  fo- 
reign 
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frigQ  icgioos*  The  improveiDcnt  derived  firom  tins  claaige« 
is  here,  n  jet,  but  hegtiming  to  be  fdt.  The  dieb  is  what  ii 
cemmoii  in  the  low  countries.  The  women,  aaaoag  the  con* 
flioo  people,  come  abrosd  to  chnrcb  end  Csir,  without  caap^  or 
bomets  on  their  heads ;  and,  snfiead  of  cloaks  or  mantles,  ait 
often  dieflcd  in  ftriped  Ua^ets ;  fiich  as  axe  n£ed  tor  beds« 
The  laft  particularly  flrikes  and  offends  die  eje  of  a  ftraager. 
An  Eoglilh  woman,  who  caaae  among  ns  lately,  kid,  duadxeft 
always  pother  in  mind  of  M*Bedi's  witdies  at  Dmfy-Laae. 
Simames  are  here  more  nnmerons,  in  proportion  to  die  popds^ 
tioo,  than  in  the  Highlands,  but  Ids  nnmerons  dian  in  dit 
fimthem  diftrifts  of  Britam. 
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f  ArRISH  OF   DUMBARNY. 

(fimnty  and  Prejbytery  of  ftrth.^Synoi  ofP§rth  and  SHr^ 

Ung.) 

fy  th$  Rfv.  Mr.  David  Beatso^^ 


Extent^  Situation^  and  ProfpeS. 

THE  pariih  of  Dombarny  extends  in  length  about  4  En« 
glUh  miles,  and  in  breadth  about  3.  It  is  the  moft 
beautifol  part  of  Stratheam ;  inclofed,  as  it  were,  on  the  fouth 
hj  the  Ochill  hills,  on  the  north  by  the  hill  of  Mordun  or 
Moncrieff,  on  the  weft  bj  rifing  grounds,  interfefted  by  the 
ffiyer  Earn  in  various  windings  ;  the  flat  and  rifing  grounds 
being  adorned  with  planting,  beltings,  ayenues,  and  hedge^i 
rows.  The  great  road,  running  acrofs  the  parifh,  and  the  floops 
under  fail  on  the  river,  with  gentlemen^  feats  interfperfed, 
^nn  a  moft  delightful  landfqape.  The  view  firom  the  top 
of  Mordun  is  extenfivcy  Various,  and  graud*  Xhe  ingenious 
yoL.  VIH*  3  E  ajj. 
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Mr.  Pennant*  on  account  of  the  ricbneb  and  varietj  of  tliti 
profpedy  calls  it  *'  the  glory  o/"  Scotland.*' 

Rtver^  Fi/bfanJ Bridge.^-liheTiveT'EzTn^  which  runs  through 
the  parifli,  has  its  .burce  in  the  loch  of  that  name,  and  joins 
the  Tay  about  3  Englifli  tniles  below  the  bridge*  The  tide 
flows  about  a  miles  above  the  bridge ;  but  the  water  is  doc 
fait.  Sloops,  from  30  to  50  tons  burden,  uith  lime  and  coals, 
come  to  the  bridge  i  and,  by  a  little  attention,  the  country 
might,  by  the  fame  navigation,  be  fupplied  with  wood,  iron, 
and  other  articles  of  foreign  commerce.  Salmon,  tnmt,  pike, 
and  fome  perch,  are  found  in  the  river  ^  and  the  proprie- 
tors, on  each  fide  of  it,  have  falmon  fifliings,  which  are  of  no 
great  value.  The  bridge  over  the  Earn  is  fiippofed  to  be  of 
great  antiquity.  It  is  kept  in  repair  by  the^  town  of  Perth, 
for  which  the  town  has  always  had  a  cuftom  or  toll ;  but  this 
as  far  from  being  an  adequate  fund,  confidering  the  great  foms 
that  have  been  expended  in  repairs, 

Soil^  Cultivation^  &c.*-The  foil  of  this  pariih  b  various. 
Clay,  till,  loam,  and  fome  light  land,  are  found.  The  pce- 
fcnt  fertility  of  the  land  is,  in  a  great  meafure,  owing  to  cheef. 
fe^s  of  lime,  which  is  a  powerful  and  fuccefsful  manure, 
f  fpecially  on  the  clay  land.  They  lay  from  40  to  60  bolls 
of  (bells,  or  unilacked  lime,  on  the  acre.  Summer  fallow  is  a 
good  deal  in  ufe ;  but  the  culture  of  turnips  is  little  attoided 
to.  The  foil  in  general,  being  Urong,  is  not  e&fily  pulverized^  to 
make  it  fit  for  that  crop;  befides  which,  the  ploughing  is  fole* 
]j  performed  by  horfes. 

jR^fftr.-— The  rents  in  general,  arc  from  il.  los.  to  il.  13s. 
i|d.  ftr  acre.    The  valuatios  of  the  pariih  of  Dumbarn  j,  io 

the 
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ihc  ccfs  books,  including  the  lands  annexed  to  Dron,  quoad 
facra^  amounts  to  63101.  4s.  lod.  Scotch.  * 

Population, — ^The  iocreafe  of  population  in  this  pslrifli  \% 
very  great.  The  prefent  incumbent  was  fettled  in  the  jeac 
1759- 

The  number  of  fouls,  at  that  time,  was  about  -  600 

In  the  jear  1774,  it  rofe  to         -         -         *         •  1026 

And  in  this  year,  1792,  it  amounts  to         -  «         1250 

*Which,  in  the  period  of  33  years,  is  an  increafe  of     -     650 
The  increafe,  within  thefe  40  years,  however,  it  only  486 

The  return  to  Do&or  Webfter,  in  the  year  1755,  bemg    764 

This  increafe  is  not  occafioned  by  the  eilabliihing  of 
inanufaAures,  as  there  are  none  in  the  pariih ;  but  is  owing  to 
a  philanthropic  plan,  adopted  by  fome  of  the  proprietors,  of 
letting  out  a  confiderable  part  of  their  lands  in  fmall  poflef- 
iions.  And  there  is  a  probability,  that  the  parifh  may  ftill  in^ 
ereafe,  as  a  village  is  ereding  at  the  bridge  of  Earn,  which, 
from  its  fitnation,  promifes  in  time  to  become  confiderable. 
Thie  following  is  a  lift  of  marriages,  &cc.  for  the  laft  eleven 
jctra.' 

Li  IT  of  Marriages,  Baptifms,  and  Boziak,  for  elcren  years : 


Years. 

Marriages. 

Baptilms. 

Burials. 

Z78» 

x8 

13 

till 

27 

xo 

tjU 

34 

U 

1785 

10 

2Z 

31 

1786 

26 

**. 

1787 

14 

x8 

17 

1788 

23 

ZI 

1789 

s8 

az 

1790 

Z4 

30 

8 

i79r 

10 

36 

33 

i;9» 

44 

a3 

W-. 

99 

275 

^95 

Axmval  avenge, 

•       9 

a7i 

i9i 

3E 

% 

Chttrch. 
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Cburch^mJthe  cbnreh  and  maofe  were  origiflaUy  fitmitnit 
St  the  eztremitj  of  the  parilh,  to  the  weft  ;  which  bebg  Ytxj 
ioconmodioust  they  were,  in  the  year  1689,  built  near  the  bridge 
of  Earn,  and  are  now  about  the  centre  of  the  pariflu  The  pa- 
rifliioners  fttll  continue  to  occupy  the  old  burying  ground ; 
and  none  bury  in  the  ground  about  the  prefent  church.  There 
wall  formerly  a  chapel  at  Moncrteff,  and  a  church  at  KirkpoU 
tie,  both  appendages  of  the  church  at  Dumbarny.  The  for- 
mer is  now  the  burying- place  of  the  family  of  Moncrieff,  the 
htter  is  long  fince  in  ruins :  and  the  eftate  of  Kirkpottie,  and 
other  lands,  belonging  to  the  parifh  of  Dumbarny,  were,  in 
the  year  1652,  annexed,  quoad /acra^  to  the  parilh  of  Dron; 
being  at  a  great  diftane^  from  the  church  of  Dumbarny.  The 
Magiftrates  and  Town  Council  of  Edinburgh  are  patrons  of 
the  churchy  and  titulars  of  the  ttinds  of  the  parifii  of  Dumbar- 
»y*  The  hiinifter's  flipend  is  814  merks  Scotch,  in  naoney, 
nnd  the  vicarage  teind,  4  chalders  of  vi£hial,  whereof  there" 
nre  40  bolls  of  meal,  and  24  of  bear,  befides  40  L  Scotch  for 
communion  elements. 

Harmofttous  SettUtnents.^-ln  this  ^rifh,  there  are  compara-*' 
tively  few  diflenters.  The  inhabitants  have  always  diftin- 
guiihed  themfelvcs  by  a  ftrong  atuchment  to  the  Eftabliflied 
Church,  and  by  an  uncommon  harmony  at  the  fettlement  of 
their  minifters.  This  harmony  has,  in  a  great  meafure,  pro- 
ceeded from  the  moderation  and  gdod  fenfe  of  the  patrons, 
who  have  always  exereifed  their  right,  in  a  way  that  was 
agreeable  to  the  heritors  j  and  they,  on  the  other  hand,  have 
uniformly  confulted  the  peace  of  the  parifh,  in  their  applica- 
tions  to  the  patrons ;  an-  example  to  other  patrons  and  he- 
ritors, well  worthy  of  imitation.  By  fuch  moderation,  the 
fettlement  of  moft  parifhes  would  be  peaceable ;  an  objed  ccr* 
laiuly  of  great  confequcnce  to  the  intarcfts  of  religion,  the  be* 

ncfic 
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tiefit  of  landlords,  the  comfort  of  parifli!oners»  *aad  the  in- 
ereafe  of  the  faods  of  the  poor^ 

SchooL — The  fchooUmafter  has  a  legal  falary  of  200  inerks 
Scotch,  which,  with  ahout  three  quarters  of  an  acre  di  land,- 
and  other  emoluments,  will  amoi^nt  to  srbout  301.  Sterling 
yearly. 

Fitieaibly  WeOs.—Tht  mineral  waters  of  PItkeathly,  which 
have  long  been  famed  for  their  efficacy  in  curing  or  alleviating 
the  fcrophula,  fcurvey,  gravel,  &c.  are  fituated  in  this  parifh. 
This  mineral  is  gentle  in  its  operation,  has  an  agreeable  effed: 
in  relieving  the  ftomach  of  crudities,  procuring  an  appetite, 
and  exhilarating  the  fpirits  \  and,  inftead  of  weakening,  tends' 
to  ftrengthen  the  conftitution.  The  water  is  of  a  cooling  qua- 
lity, and  very  efficacious  in  removing  all  heat  and  foulnefs  of 
the  Mood.  It  is  ufed  both  for  drinking  and  bathing.  In 
foroe  cafes  the  warm  bath  has  the  mdil  falutary  effed,  efpe- 
cially  in  fcrophulous  and  fcorbutic  complaints,  but  ihould  be 
nfed  with  caution,  as  it  tends  to  weaken,  if  made  too  warm^ 
or  ufed  tpo  frequently.  The  time,  when  this  mineral  was  dif- 
covered,  cannot  be  afcertained  with  certainty :  even  tradition 
iays  nothing  of  its  firft  difcovery.  There  are  five  di{tin£& 
fprings,  all  of  the  fame  quality,  but  of  different  degrees  of 
ftrength.  In  the  year  1771,  fome  experiments  were  made  on 
one  of  the  mineral  fprings,  by  Dodor  Donald  Monro  of 
London,  which,  in  1772,  together  with  a  letter  from  the  late 
Do&or  Wood  of  Perth,  on  the  fame  fubjed,  were  publiihed 
in  the  LXII.  volume  of  the  Philofophidal  Tranfa&ions.  Thi9 
year,  (i792,}Meirrs.  Stoddart  and  Mitchel,  druggifts  in  Perth, 
have,  with  much  attention  and  accuracy,  analizcd  the  feve- 
ral  fprings.  The  following  table,  is  th6  refult  of  their  re- 
peated  experiments. 

A 


4o6 


^tatiftical  Account 


A  Tablk,  ihewtng  the  contents,  in  a  wine  gmlloD,  of  each  of  die  5€inen2 


Watert,  belonging  to 

the  eil 

atetof  I 

>1TKBA7 

rsLT  and  ] 

DOMBAl 

LVT. 

Content!  of  the  Waters. 

Caft 

Weft. 

Sp'.ut 

Dumbar- 

S.  Park] 

Namet  of  the  Waters. 

Well 

Well. 

Well. 

ojWea 

Well 

Atmofpheric  air. 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4    fCiih.bes. 

Carbcnic  acid  )ras, 

8 

8 

6 

S 

5     J>itto. 

Carbonat  of  lime. 

5 

sk 

5 

Si 

5 

Graioi. 

Solphat  of  lime. 

34 

5 

3i 

3 

3 

DittDw 

Muriat  of  foda, 

lOO 

9» 

81 

57 

44 

Ditto. 

Af uriat  of  lin^r. 

l89 

i68 

146 

loa 

84 

Ditto. 

Specific  gravity  of  a  gal-  » 

Ion  of  each  more  than  V 

Si6 

198 

I7» 

"4 

9S 

Ditto. 

diftilled  water,            ^ 
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NUMBER    XXIV. 
PARISH    OF  KILMALIE. 


(Couniiei  oflnvtrnefs  and  Argyll. — PreJbyteryofAberiarph-^ 
Synod  of  Glenelg.) 


By  the  Rev*  Mr*  Al£Xander  Fraser,  Minijler  of  that 
farijb. 


Origin  of  the  Name. 

FROM  the  Gaelici  a  branch  of  the  Celtic  language,  are  de« 
rived  the  names  of  places,  not  only  among  the  mountains 
of  Caledonia,  but  in  the  more  campaign  counties  of  Scotland* 
^i/fignifies  a  burying  place ;  9LndMalie  mud  have  been  a  perfoa 
eminent  for  piety,  or  for  fome  other  extraordinary  quality, 
who  probably  was  thefirft  that  liad  been  interred  in  that  particular 
place,  whence  the  parilh  receives  its  name.  This  is  the  more 
probable,  as  it  is  well  known,  that,  wherever  Popery  prevail- 
cd,  its  pMTtifans  were  wont  to  dedicate  their  churches,  and  fa* 
cred  grounds,  to  fome  canonifed  faint.  And,  as  a  farther  evi« 
deoce,  even  the  modem  Highlanders,  when  their  veracity  is 
fafpefted^  will  nfe  the  following  phrafe :  "  Air  Malii  tba^^* 
if  €.  ^  I  fwear,  or  declare,  by  Malie^  that  it  is  as  1  fay.'* 

Yet 
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Tet  they  feldom  give  themfebres  the  trouble  to  trace  the  ori« 
gin  of  the  expreffion.  As  to  the  time,  wherein  this  Malic 
flotiriihed,  tradition  is  filent. 

Sitifation  and  Extent.^^A  part  of  the  parifli  lies  in  Argyll* 
{hire,  but  %hf  greateft  part  of  it  is  in  the  county  of  lavernefs. 
Being  interfe&ed  in  three  different  places,  by  as  many  arms  of 
the  lea,  the  pariib  is  of  an  irregular  form.  The  length,  from 
fi^  W.  to  S.  £.,  is  about  60  miles  in  a  ftraight  line.  The 
greateft  breadth,  from  N.  E.  to  S.  W.,  is  30  miles  in  a  line. 
It  comprehends  about  589  fquare  miles,  or  nearly  376,960 
£ngli(h  acres,  meafuring  in  ftraight  lines.  And,  adding  the 
furface  of  the  hills  and  vallies,  it  muft  be,  at  leaft,  one  third 
more.  An  account  of  fach  an  extenfiyc  parilh  may,  to  the  na- 
tives of  the  low  country,  appear  romantic. 

Surface^  Soit^  an^OrWl^.— The  greateft  part  of  the  pariih  con- 
lifts  of  high  grounds  i  and,  as  the  heaths  yield  excellent  grafs, 
it  is  well  calculated  for  fbeep.  There  are,  however,  many  Tal« 
lies,  of  various  extent  and  quality.  Upon  the  banks  of  th^ 
rivers  L  ^hy  and  Nevis,  and  in  feveral  other  places,  there  is 
s  good  deal  of  arable  ground,  of  difierent  qualities  :  the  foil, 
in  general,  is  fliallow  and  fandy.  The  climate  cannot  be  rec* 
koned  unwholefome,  for  feveral  have  lived  to  an  advanced 
ftgc ;  7^^  tl>^  si^  i<  moift,  for  the  wind  blows  off  the  fea  near- 
ly two-'thirds  of  the  year.  This  accounts  for  the  almoft  in- 
cefiant  rains  which  prevail ;  not  only  here,  but  in  all  other 
places  on  the  Weft  Coaft  of  Scotland.  Here,  extreme  cold  is 
^  never  known ;  and  it  is  remarkably  warm  clofe  to  the  fhores, 
where  fnow  feMom  lies  above  24  hours. 

D^ii/f/.— To  the  dampnefs  of  the  air,  may,  no  doubt,  be 
attributed  the  frequency  of  the  rheumatilm^  which  k  the  dif-- 

caff 
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Jul/,  are  the  principal  months  for  falmon  y-^-Julj,  Auguft^ 
and  September,  for  white  trouts  and  finnacks,— -November, 
for  char, — and  April,  for  yellow  trouts.  Anj  falmon,  that  are 
fold  in  the  parifh,  fetch  3^.,  and  fometimes  4d.  per  lib.,  and 
white  trouts  ad.  The  fiihing,  upon  the  property  of  Mr* 
McLean  of  Ardgour,  is  worth  20 1.  annually.  But  the  prin- 
cipal fifliing  is  upon  the  Lochy,  the  property  of  the  Duke  of 
Gordon,  and  of  Mr.  Cameron  of  Locheile.  The  following  ta« 
ble  will  ihow  the  number  of  fifli  caught  upon  it,  during  the 
laft  7  years,  their  prices  at  Fort- William,  and  the  markets  to 
which  they  were  exported. 


Yean. 

Salmon. 

Grilfc. 

Price  of  each  caik. 

Msrketf. 

1785 

3678 

9/6 

L.5    %    0 

1786 

2^036 

3899 

4  13     6 

OOcnd  by  Aberdeen. 

1787 

5*79 

819 

410 

Bilboa. 

X788 

1498 

a#3S 

3  xo    0 

OfteodbyAberdecQ. 

17«9 

x«6ci 

835 

500 

Aberdeen. 

1790 

104X 

830 

300 

Oftendby  Greenock. 

^7^^ 

576 

laoo 

3    a    6 

Aberdeen. 

X3368         X0591        I«.a6    9    • 

£ach  calk  contains  about  80  grilfe,  or  28  falmon  and  8 

grille,  or  thereabouts.  The  price  pf  each  caik,  including  fait, 

cooperage,  8cc.  coils  13  s.    The  rent  of  the  riyer,  and  ex- 

pcnces  attending  the  fiihing,  are  about  37«1«  a-year.    The 

average  of  thofe  7  years,  is  a  1954-  falmon,  and  15x3  grilfe, 

equal    to    9a    barrels ;   which,    at    the  medium   price  of 

3 1.  x6s.  8  d.,  are  worth  only  35a  1.  13  s.  4  d. }  whereas  the 

rent  and  expences,  as  flatedi  are  370 1.  per  annum*    It  is, 

however,  to  be  obferved,  that  it  is  only  within  thefe  three  lail 

years,  that  the  river  has  been  rented  fo  high  \  and  likewife,  that 

the  rent  of  a  fiirm,  worth,  at  leail,  50  L  per  annumy  is  includ- 

•d  ia  the  370  U    Eveiy  year  iince  1787,  there  has  been  a 

3  F  great 
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great  decreafe  in  the  nnmber  of  filh  caught ;  which  m«ft  pro* 
cecd  from  fome  inattention  in  preferring  the  blmon  67.  The 
cruiving  of  the  river»  it  is  thought,  is  the  chief  caofe,  as  the  fill 
are  thextbj  prevented  from  gobg  to  the  frelh-water  lakes  to 
fpawn.  In  all  the  lakes  in  the  north  of  Soodand,  which  nis 
to  the  eafi,  pikes  are  to  be  found,  but  in  none  that  run  to  tlw 
weflern  fea,  at  leaft  in  the  Highlands. 

Coqfi. — One  of  the  greatefi  advantages  of  the  pariih»  is  the 
▼aft  extent  of  fea-fhore  it  has ;  which^  computing  on  both 
fides  of  Locheile,  on  the  north-  of  Lochleren,  and  apart^tf 
both  fides  of  LingcHilloch,  amounts  to  about  70  milesr* 
moft  of  which  is  rockj  and  high.  The  lands,  in  fome  places, 
rife  gradually  many  yards  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  and  are 
excellent  pallurage  for  flieep,  or  horfies.  There  is  but  little 
kelp  made  in  the  parifli)  bccaufe  it  is  moftly  the  propertj  of 
the  landlords  :  and  the  tenants  cut  the  fea  ware^.  for  mafluru; 
the  ground,  the  quantity  of  dung  they  have  being  infufficieot 
for  that  purpofe.  In  fome  places,  the  tides  run  with  amazis; 
violence  and  rapidity.  There  are  foar  very  ftroag  currentsr-  | 
at  Annat,  Corrao,  Ballachulifli,  and  Culifiiagon.  The  bod-s  | 
on  both  fides  of  Locheile,  being  fo  high,  occafiott  frequent  bi'  \ 
den  fquallsy  which  have  fotttettmes  proved  dangerous*  Sc^ 
ral  have  been*tiroWned,  of  late  years,  m  the  pariOi*  | 

Sea  Pi/b  and  Fhwls. — Herrings  are  the  fiOi  that  aboooJ 
xnoft,  and  that  are  of  the  greateft  benefit.  They  generaUjeS' 
ter  the  parifh  in  the  month  of  July,  and  continue  in  fesfoot 
provided  the  weather  does  not  prove  very  fiormy,  till  Nevcff- 
ber.  They  are  not  equally  numerous  every  year.  Thcpc^ 
pie  of  Fort-William,  (where  the  greateft  number  of  lyatsaitt) 
reckon  that  a  good  fiihing-feafon,  in  which  they  catch  about 
aoco  barrels :  laft  year  1,1791)  there  were  about  30CO  caugb^ 

why 
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^afe  that  prevails  moil  in  the  parifh ;  and,  fince  people  have 
ceafed  to  wear  flannel  ihiits,  it  is  become  much  more  gene- 
raL  The  prqudices,  entertained  by  the  inhabitants  of  this 
pariflt  agaiaft  inoculation,  were,  for  a  long  time,  invincible. 
But  the  better  fort^  letting  the  example,  the  reft  gradually 
followed :— ibr  we  are  fond  to  imitate  our  fuperiors.  Yet 
there  are  fome  who  ftill  fay,  '*  That,  to  inoculate  for  the 
<*  fmall-poz,  is  tQ  tempt  Providence.^  In  one  feafon,  460 
were  inoculated,  of  whom  only  3  died  i  and  their  death  the 
fnrgeon  iaiputed  to  their  being  in  a  bad  habit  of  body.  Fe- 
vers of  the  epidemical  kind  are  very  frequent.  Of  late  years, 
the  dropfy  is.  become  pretty  common,  particularly  among 
the  poorer  fort  of  people.  This  is  afcribed  to  their  feeding 
fo  much  upon  potatoes,  which  is  now  become  a  fubftitute  for 
meal*  The  jaundice  and  the  iione  are  almoft  unknown  here : 
the  former  appears  ofteneft,  however,  but  the  ague  has  never 
jet  invaded  the  pariih*  The  Uch^  which  has  been  imputed, 
as  a  difgface,  to  this  quarter  of  the  ifland,  is  but  rarely  feen 
now,  eveii  among  the  loweft  claiTes  of  the  people.  This^ 
doabtlefs,  \s  owing  to  their  living  in  a  more  cleanly  manner 
Chan  their  forefathers.  But  this  diftemper  is  not  peculiar  to 
a  Highlaaderr-*nor  to  a  Scotch-inan.  It  is  a  flant  which 
grows  in  countries  fouth  of  the  Tweed,  elfe  there  would  be 
no  word  to  exprels  it  in  the  Engli/b  tongue ;  and  it  is  well 
luiown  to^have  been  one  of  the  plagues  incident  to  the  £- 
gyptians  *  f • 

Vol.  VIII.  3  F  Lakes 

*  Dent,  sxviii.  %f. 

f  It  is  a  comfflon  pndice  for  people  to  go  henee  to  the  low  countries  in 
time  of  hanrcft,  and  return  again  in  the  beginning  of  winter.  Within  thele 
'Very  Ur^  ytart,  a  woman  of  this  defcription  came  home,  infeded  with  a  difor- 
der  that  is  a  difgrace  to  human  nature.  Her  father,  who  had  been  a  ftranger 
so  the  itttiire  of  her  comphunt,  ipoke  to  the  incombcat  about  her;— and  opoa 
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ZaJtis  and  Rivera. — Loch- Archaig,  whtcb  is  x6  mties  1 
and  one  broad,  is  the  only  treih-wmter  lake,  in  the  parifb,  of 
any  confequenct.    From  it  flows  the  River  Ardndg,  wUd, 
after  running  about  a  mile,  difcharges  itfelf  into  Loch-locbj. 
This  lake  is  partly  in  the  parifli,  and  is  the  fountain  of  tbe 
liver  Lochj ;  which,  near  its  found,  joins  the  river  of  Spias, 
and  thus  lofes  its  name.     Spian,  runs  through  the  pariih  of 
Kilmanivaig.    Thefe  lakes   are  very  deep :  there  ace  fome 
others  of  inferior  fize.     The  length  of  the  river  Lochj  is 
about  10  miles ;  and  the  medium  breadth,  about  aoo  feet.   It 
is  foidable  in  many  places;  yet,  excepting  at  Torecafilc,  tntll 
boats  are  fometimes  rowed  up  to  its  fountain.  It  difgoq^  it- 
felf into  the  fea,  near  Fort- William,  with  fuch  rapidity  and 
force,  that  it  preferves  its  ftreanu  entire,  for  a  long  way,  with- 
out any  great  mixture  or  tafle   of  fait  water.     No  other 
ftream,  in  the  pari(h,  merits  the  appellation  of  mer.    NeriSf 
indeed,  after  great  falls  of  rain,  and  when  the  fnow  isdi(- 
folving  upon  Benevis,  and  the  furrounding  hills,  fwells  to  a 
great  height ;  but,  in  dry  weather,  it  is  no  more  than  sa  io* 
eonfiderable  rivulet.    After  performing  a  circuit  of  about  lo 
miles,  and  forcing  its  paflage  betwixt  rocks  and  mountains,  it 
fweeps  along  the  walls  of  the  garrifon  of  Fort- William,  and 
then  refigns  its  waters  to  the  ocean. 

TrnJb'WaUr  Fi/b.^n  thofe  rivers,  and  in  fome  of  the  lakes, 
there  are  Mmon,  finnacks,  white,  black,  and  ydlow  treats. 
Even  the  lefler  lakes,  in  the  hillsr  abound  with  fine  yellow  tnrats; 
and  in  fome  of  them  there  are  a  few  cbar.  May,  June,  snd 

Km  inquiring  what  her  dife»fc  wat,  anfwered,  **  I  am  entirely  ignorant  of  it;— 
**  it  is  fuch  aa  I  never  heard  of  ;  neither  did  you,  1  am  perruaded.^-It  itibmc 
•*  UtPfwntry  ^firder***-^}i  cannot  be  denied,  however,  but  that  the  army  hrre 
frequently  introduced  thia  fame  tto/^fkmM  difcafe,  iatt  Forc-WiUiam  and  iti 
Bsifhboarhood. 
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jou  fee  the  fmall  ifles,  particularly  Rum  and  Canna,  and  the 
Sound  that  feparates  them  from  Skj,  and  beyond  all 
thefe,  the  Cullin  hills,  which  form  the  weft  part  of  Skj  tu 
felf.  Here  the  profped;  to  the  eaft  is  wholly  obftniaed  by 
the  upper  part  of  the  mountain.  But  ftill  erery  part  of  Loohh. 
eile  can  be  eafily  obferved,  over  which  the  whole  horizon  it 
furprifingly  equal.  One  uninterrupted  range  of  hills,  which 
rife«  one  behind  another,  prefents  no  particular  objed  worth 
diftinguilhing. 

From  the  altitude  of  600,  or  700  yards,  upward,  there  is 
no  vegetation  at  all,  but  merely  rocks  and  ftony  parts,  with* 
out  even  a  mixture  of  earth.  Tbefe  parts  are  called  Scai^ 
nacbs. — ^They  are  quite  flat,  and  may  be  walked  over  withi* 
out  any  detriment : — ^Upon  entering  into  them,  feme  exceU 
lent  fprings  of  water  are  to  be  found.  Here  one  is  deceived 
with  the  appearance  of  a  high  part,  which  feems  to  be  the 
top  of  the  hiU.  The  deception  returns,  and  is  repeated 
twice  or  thrice  before  you  reach  the  fummit,  which  is  flat^ 
and  bears  feme  lefemblance  to  the  fegment  of  an  erch,  held 
in  %  horizontal  pofition.  The  left  fide  appears  to  be  the 
highcft :  Hence  you  walk,  widi  eafe,  over  the  flat  weather- 
beaten  ftones,  that  lie  clofe  to  each  other,  with  a  gentle  de« 
clivity,  and  form  aq  eafy  pavement  to  the  &ot.»— You  now 
come,  all  at  once,  to  the  brink  of  a  precipice  on  the  north- 
eaft  of  the  mountain,  almoft  perpendionlar  ^--certainly  not 
led  iban  40c,  or  500  yard5,->*perhaps  more,  as  it  i^pears  to 
exceed  the  third  part  of  the  whole  height  of  the  hill.  A 
ftianger  is  aftoniihed  at  the  fight  of  this  dread&il  rock,  wfaiok 
has  a  quantity  of  fiiow,  lodged  in  its  bofom,  through  the 
-whole  year.  The  found  of  a  ftone,  thrown  over  the  clif t,  to 
the  bottom,  cannot  be  heard,  when  it  falls ;  fo  that  the  height 
of  the  precipice  cannot  be  ^afcertained  by  that  eafy  experi« 
ment, 

•  Lookiaf 
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'  Lookinjt  to  the  eaft«  Loch-Laggan  appearsi  and  to  t)ie 
fonth«eaIlt  Loch-Rannoch  in  Perthfliae.  Bat  Loch-Taj, 
being  oovered  by  the  land',  cannot  be  feen  j  noc  Loch-£r- 
racht.  If  you  haiFe  a  good  map  in  company,  lay  it  herei  a 
«  horirontal  pofitioo,  and,  placing  your  eye  on  that  part  of 
it,  where  Beneris  ia  delineated ;  turn  it,  till  the  na^tural  po- 
fition  of  Loch-Rannoch  coincides  with  its  image  on  the  mapi 
and  you  will  then  have  before  yonr  eye  a  true  repreCeatatioB 
of  the  obje£b  in  view*  In  this  manner,  jrou  will  be  able  to 
4ifcover  the  names  of  thofe  high  monntains,  which  rife  above 
the  reft ;  viz.  Croochan  Bbane,  near  Bunaw  in  Gleooidiayi— 
Shichajlion,  Ben-More,  and  Ben-Lawera,  in  Perthfiiire,  Bhillu 
in  Glenco,  Ben- More,  in  the  ifland  of  Mull;  Bcnuus,  aod 
other  hills  in  Rofsflure.  The  whole  of  the  great  glen  of 
Scotland,  from  Fort-George,  to  the  found  of  Mull,  is,  at  once, 
in  view ;  comprehending  the  frefli  water  lakes  of  Nets,  (Mcb, 
ssnd  Lochy,  9nd  all  the  courfe  of  the  two  riveia  Neis  aod  U- 
chy,  from  their  fource,  to  the  place  where  they  enter  into  the 
fait  water,  running  in  oppofite  dire&ions,  the  one  north-eafii 
nnd  the  other  fonth-weft.  The  extent  of  view,  on  the  boii- 
zon  of  the  fea,  is  about  So  miles.  One  fees  at  once,  acro^ 
the  ifland,  eaftward,  to  the  German  Sea,  and  weft  ward,  to  die 
Atlantic  Ocean. 

Nature,  here,  appears  on  a  majeftic  (bale ;  and  the  vail* 
sefs  of  the  profpeft  engages  one's  whole  attention.  Partico^ 
lar  objeds  are  but  few  in  number,  and  they  of  no  damoio& 
dimcnfions  ;  elle  the  eye  would  entirely  overlook  them.  ^^^ 
are  thofe  high  mountains  already  enumerated  ^  which  rife 
with  fublime  afpeft  over  the  other  hills.  But  you  are  iiH 
fiantly  fenfible,  that  none  of  them  is  elevated  fo  high  as  the 
fpot  on  which  you  ftand* 

Juft  over  the  opening  of  the  found,  at  the  fouth-weft  c(ff' 
ner  of  Mull,  Colunfa  rifes  out  of  the  fea,  like  a  ihade  of  mif^r 
at  the  Aifianoe  of  more  than  90  miles*     Shuna  and  Lifmoret 
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^htcK  proTed  a  feafonabk  relief  to  manj  indigent  fiimilies. 
There  are  red  cod,  lythe,  featb,  (kate,  flounders,  mackareb, 
whitings  %  and  a  few  haddocks.  If  the  weather  be  moderate, 
lythes  and  feaths  may  be  fiflied  every  day  of  the  year.  Their 
prices  vary,  according  to  their  fixes,  from  ad.  to  jd*  the  do* 
zen.  They  are  killed  with  fmall  rods,  and  a  hook,  having  a 
feather,  refembling  one  of.  the  herring  fry.  Cod,  fkate,  and 
flounder,  are  caught  with  long  lines,  and  baits  of  herring,  or 
of  mnfcles.  There  are  a  great  many  eels  and  fturgeons. 
Seals,  and  porpoifes,  and  other  fea  animals,  are  frequently  feeii 
to  chace  thpiidmoo,  and  whales,  the  herrings.  Laft  harveft, 
three  whales  ^^eared  in  Locheile,  of  a  great  fixe :  one  of  them 
feemed  to  meafure  about  600  feet.  The  fame  feafon,  a  fliark, 
3  years  old,  came  afhore.  That  fpecies  of  fhark|  called  the 
dog-fifh,  is  very  numerous. 

The  fea  fowls  are,  gulls,  herons,  cormorants,  curlews, 
ducks,  teals,  pics,  marrots,  folon  geefe,  eagles,  and  many 
others.  Of  the  migratory  kind,  are  the  pi6larnies  and  wid- 
geons. The  laft  appear  in  the  latter  end  of  harveft,  or  early 
in  winter,  and  take  their  paflage  to  fome  other  feas  in  fpring. 
The  former  arrive  in  the  beginning  of  May. 

HilU — Are  numerous  in  the  parifli,  and  moftly  clothed 
with  rich  heath,  and  a  mixture  of  grafs,  to  the  very  fum- 
mit.  They  are  alfo  of  confiderable  height,  but  the  moft  re- 
markable is  Benevis,  which  is  an  objeft  that  attrafts  the 

attention 

•  Lord  LyttlctoD,  in  hit  jowney  into  Wales,  fcyt :  ««  But  whit  BaU  is  moft 
*•  ftsmoos  for,  is  the  bcaoty  of  its  women  :  and,  indeed,  1  there  law  fome  of  the 
•*  prettieft  girls,  I  ever  heheld.— The  lake  produces  very  fine  trouts,  and  a  fiih 
«*  called  whiting,  peculiar  to  itfelf,  and  of  fo  delicate  a  tafte,  that,  I  belicre,  70a 
•■  would  prefer  the  flavoar  of  it  to  the  lips  of  the  fair  maids  of  Bala.'*  A  Ai^ 
gry  man  might,  bttt,furelr,  an  amorous  lover  would  not  Whether  the  whiting, 
of  the  hke  of  Bab,  he  the  fame  with  the  whiting  of  our  feas,  is  uncertain;  im 
thcfe  baTS  a  fweet  flavour,  and  art »  deliciouf  norftl. 
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attention  of  all  curious  travellers.  Being  the  higheil  moun- 
tain in  Great  Britain,  it  certainly  deferves  a  particular  de^ 
fcription* 

Benevtt. — This  mountain  is  4370  feet  high. — ^It  is  ea£]/ 
afcendedt  bj  a  ridge  of  the  mounuin,  towards  the  weft, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  up  the  river  Nevis,  from  tbe  houfc 
where  the  proprietor  relides.  There  is  good  paSure  for  (heep, 
here*  as  well  as  on  the  furrounding  hills,  for  a  great  waj  up. 
The  view  is  entirely  confined  within  Glenevis  hill,  till  jou 
have  got  up  about  500  yards  perpendicular.     Indeed,  tbe 
valley,  though  confined,  prefents  an  agreeable  profped*     The 
Vifia  is  beautified  with  a  diverfity  of  buflies,  flirubs,  and 
birch  woods,  the  feats  of  roes  and  deer,  befides  many  love- 
ly fpots  of  green ;  a  decent,  neat,  rural  maniion,  eocirded 
by  a   young   flourifliing  plantation  ;   a  river  at  the  bottom 
•f    the   vale,    which,    after    being   broken  by   a  heap  of 
mis'lhapen  ftones,  glides  away  in  a  clear  flream;  axld,  wan- 
dering  through  woods,  vales,  and  rocks,  lofes  itfelf  in  the 
fca.     To  heighten  the  pleafure  of  the  charming  view,  the  fei 
and  the  fhores  prefent  themfelves.     This  is  fuch-a  profpeft, 
as  mud  expand  the  heart,  and  delight  the  fpedator,  attached 
to  the  charms  of  nature,  and  to  rural  fcenes  ;  and  recal  to  mind 
the  days  of  old,  when  princes  and  princeflfes  are  (aid  to  have 
tended  their  herds  and  flocks,  amidft  the  beauties  of  Arcadia. 
•  Upon  afcending  above  this  height,  the  profpeft  opens,  and 
enlarges,  to  the  fouth-wefl,  and  you  behold  the   Strait   of 
Corran,   the  iflands  of  Shuna  and  Lifmore;  the   fouth-eafi 
part  of  Mull,  together  with  the  iflands  of  Suile  and  Kerrera, 
on  the  oppofite  coafl  of  Argyll.     At  this  altitude,  two  ele- 
vated hills  make  their  appearance  over  thefe  ifles ;  which,  by 
their   fliape,  declare   themfelves   to   be  fbe  Pops  of  yura. 
Turning  to  the  well,  and  inclining  a  little  towards  the  north, 
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are  lik^  fmsirfpote  of  rich' vefdure  ;  amd^  though  diflant»  neac 
30  mtlcst  &em  quite  near,  and  nnder  the  beholder.  The  low 
parts  of  Jnra,  omtiotbe  difcemed^  nor  any  part  of  Ifla  ;  far 
lefsy  the  coaft'  of  Ireland,  which  foroe  have  pretended  to  fe^ 
from  the  top  of  Benevis.  Such,  however^  it  the  wide  extent 
of  V10W9  ft'om  the  Gmniit  of  this  nx>aBtain,  that  it  reaches 
i7omila,  frooi  die  horizon  of  the  fca,  at  the  Murray  Frith,  oa 
the  north  eaft,  to  the  iiknd  of  Cohtnfa,  00  the  footh  weft*f 
Coaldone  pafs  •a  night,  in  Oftoberi  on  the  fisinaiit  of  Bene* 
vis,  it  18  probable,  that  he  would  dtfcover  the  heavenly  bo^ 
dies  ia  greater  fplendovr,  than  upon  Mount  Blanc  itfelf.  The 
latter,  it  is  true,  is  much  higher ;-  but  the  the  former,  is  in  a 
colder  climate^  and  eonfequentlyi  when  fair,  in  a  lets-ihaded 
iky. 

The  high  bills  on  each  fldi;  df  the  lakei  and  rivers^  men' 
tioned  above,  opeaiftg  like  huge  watts,  or  ramparts^  oa  each 
hand^  yield  a  curious  variety  of  agreeable  wild  profpeds  ;  the 
vaft  windings  whereof  make  the  feveral  turnings  of  the 
moufttains  rather  diverfify  the  fcene,  than!  obftruft  the  eye. 
Their  extrtmities,  declining  gradually  from  their  feveral 
fummits,  open  into  vallies^  where  one  has  variegated  views  of 
woodsy  rivers,  plains,  and  lakes.  The  torrents  of  water,- 
which,  here  and  there,  tumble  do\v^  the  precipices,  and^  iu 
many  places,  break  through  the  cracks  and  cliffs  of  the  rocks^ 
arrelt  the  eye,  and  fufpend  the  mind,  in  awful  ai^onilh« 
meat.  In  a  word,  the  number,  the  extent,  and  the  variety  of 
the  feveral  profpcfts,— the  irregular  wildnefs  of  the  hills,  of  the 
rocks,  and  of  the  precipices,— ^he  noife  of  rivulets,  and  of 
torrents,  breaking  and  foaming  among  the  (tones,  in  fuch  a  di« 
▼erfity  of  ihapes  and  colour^,— the  fhining  fmootlmefs  of  the* 
fcas,  and  of  the  lakes,— the  rapidity,  and  rumbling  of  the  ri- 
vers, falling  from  thelve  to  fhclve,  and  forcing  their  fireams 
through  a  multitude  of  obftruftions, — ^the  ferenity  of  the 
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•sure  Ikieti  and  the  Ipkndoar  of  the  glorious  fun,  riding  ia 
Ae  brightneb  of  his  msjefty-i^iave  foanechiiig  b  dwrtninglj 
wild  sod  romtntic,'  sod'  lb  coogeoid  to  die  oonleiDpladve 
Biiiidy  as  farpaflesall  deferipcioot  and  prefeilts  a  ffccne,  of  iriudi 
the  moft  ferrid  inaginatioa  can  Icarcdj  form  an  idra» 

The  traveUer,  wha  i»  fo  calloos,  as  to  behdd  all  dua,  and 
not  feel  the  greatnefs  and  mafeft j  of  the  ALMionrr  Abghz* 
»T£CT  impreffed  upon  his  heart,  muA,  indeed^  beftiangelT^Toid 
of  fenfe,  of  ufte,  andof  fentimenr.  It  affords  a  leflbn«  wor- 
thy of  trayelling  np  the  monntain  to  learn.  BenenSy  and  the 
furroundtng  mountains,  do,  indeed,  ftronglj  encite  the  idea  of 
Burnet,  of  their  bebg  the  fragments  of  a  once  demoliflied 
world.-— Sew  can  perform  a  jpumey  to  the  top  o^Beoeria,  and 
make  proper  obfenrations,  going  and  returning,  in  leia  than 
7  hours  i  and  ftill  fewer,  without  feeling,  in  their  limba^  Che 
effeds  of  the  fatigue,  for  a  day  or  two  afitevw 

Mittirals,,^^Them  is  no  coal  mine  in  the  partih;  but  a 
Tein  of  lead  ore  has  been  lately  dilcoTered^  upon  the  weft  ide 
of  Benevis,  running  eaft  and  weft,  crols  a  bum,^  in  the  heart 
of  a  folid  rock  of  fine  red  granite,  with  a  flope  outwards,  as  it 
defcends;  and,  but  for  this  flope,  in  a  vertical  pofition.  It  is 
iovLT  or  five  inches  thick ;  compofed  of  about  one  thiid  of 
ore,  and  the  reft,  of  white  marcafite,  with  a  mixture  of  foU 
phur  *,  and  feems  to  grow  thicker,  and  richer,  as  it  defcends. 
The  accels  is  not  difficult;  and  the  perpendicular  height^ 
about  500  yards  from  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  ^wo  other 
parallel  narrow  vebs,  are  to  be  feen  a  few  yards  lower  down. 
Though  a  trial  could  be  eafily  made,  none  has^  as  yet,  bcca 
attempted.  But,  no  doubt^  Mr,  Cameron  of  Glenevis,  the 
proprietor  of  this  mountain,  fo  famous  among  Scottifli  hills,  tivill 
be  induced,  by  the  promifing  appearance,  to  make  a  triaL  At 
Inverfcaddle,  belonging  to  Mr.  Cameron  of  Falsfemi  there  is 
another  vein,  of  the  fame  kind,  which  has  been  triedi  but  no^ 
2  lb 


i^Uff  M  to  afceitain  its  value*  That  tbejfe  reins  are  goodt 
^nd  worth  working,  is  highly  probable,  as  thej  ran  in  a  lio^ 
eaft  and  weft,  frith  thofe  at  Strontian. 

There  is  abandanoe  of  limeftone  in  the  pariih;  and,  at  Bal- 
Jachultfli  *,  belonging  to  Mr.  Cameron  of  J«ocheiIe,  there  is  a 
4ne  appearance  of  a.flate  ^any,  clofe  to  the  ihore  of  Loch* 
leven,  which  there  forms  a  prettj  bitfon^  where  a  qaaj  could 
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*  ■«  Near  die  tan  luHtfi^**  of  BaUacholifliy"  there  asaUlBeibne,.oriiiubl|i 
^  rocky  of  a  beantiliitl^lhen  grey  colour,  aod  of  m  fine  regular  uniform  graio,  or 
^  texture;  capable  of  being  raified  in  blocka,  or  flabt,  of  any  fixe,  and  capable  of 
^  receifing  a  fine  poUfli.  This  fingular  rock,  is  finely  fprinkled  throughout, 
^  widi  grains  and  fpecks  of  fine  bright  mundisk,  or  pyrites ;  and  likewiie,  with 
^  gtainsaiidlpccksof  bqvatifulleadore,  of  afine  texture,  which,  to  the  eye,  ap- 
**  pears  to  be  i;ich  in  filver.  This  would  make  a  bright  and  beautiful  metallic 
**  marble. 

**  In  the  farm  of  BlarmachfhuBdaidi,  belonging  X6  the  Duke  of  Gordon, 
^  about  5  miles'iboth  of  Fort-William,  in  the  bed  of  a  river,  there  is  a  very  fin- 
**  gubr  marUe*  xonfifting.of  a  black  ground,  and  flowered  with  white.  Thia 
**  ftone,  IS  of  a  fine  dofe  grain,  or  uniform  texture,  hot  not  very  hard ;  and  the 
^  flowerfng.in  it  iM  light,  elegant,  and  beai^tiful,  like  fine  qeedle-work ;  or  rather, 
•*  refembling  the  frofiy  fret-work,  upon  glafs  windows,  in  a  winter  morning  | 
**  and  this  flowering,  is  not  only  upon  the  outfide,  but  quite  through  ail  parta 
.«*  ofthebodyoftheftaae* 

<*  A  great  part  of  the  hill  of  Benevis,  is  eompofed.of  porphyry.  It  it  a  re* 
•*  markably  faott^  beautiful,  and  elegant  done,  of  a  redilb  caft,  in  which  the  pals 
"  roTe,  the  biufli,  and  the  yellowilh  white  colours,  are  finely  blended,  and 
m  ibaded,  through  the  body«f  the  done,  which  is  of  a  jelly-like  texture,  and  it, 
•««  undoubtedif ,  one  of  the  fincft,  and  moft  elegant,  ftones  in  the  world.  About 
•^  three  fourths  of  the  way  up  this  hill,  upon  the  north  weft  fide,  there  is  found 
*«  a  f  orphyry,  of  a  greeniflixolour,  with  a  tinge  of  a  brownUh  red.  Thia  ikmc 
•*  is  fmooch,  compa^j  hard^  and  heavy,  of  a  dofe  uniform  texture,  but  of  i^ 
**  brightneis,  when  broken.  It  is  fpot(ed  with  angular  fpecks,  of  a  white  quartiy 
«  fobfiance. 

«*  The  elegant  redtih  granite,  of  Benevis,  is,  perhaps,  the  beft,  and  m^Xf: 
**  beautiful  in  the  world;  aod  there  is  enough  of  it,  to  ferre  all  the  kingdoms  qf 
•*  the  univerfe,  though  they  were  all  as  fond  of  granite,  as  ancient  Egypt  *•'* 


be'e^1j'*lHi}k«— There  is  «  roisk,  of  an  exeel)en{  rdfifli  gn< 
Ikite,  in  the  fkrm  of  SaHacban,  bcloo;;tng  to  Captain  M^Lc:!! 
ot  Ardgour,  which  will  «.' rait  o  a  fine  |K>1ifii*  What  a  piij 
it  is,  that  fuch  fums  of  money,  4iould  1>e  Tent  every  y^ar  td 
foieign  'kingdoms  for  mtrble,  wfien  our  own  cotintrj  aboac''j 
with  all  kinds  of  flones,  of  the  very  bcft  quaKty,  nccefikrjitr 
ornamental  architect vre^ 
* 
£f io«.— There  is  an  echo  at  the  Cfplanade  of  Fort-WiJiar!i, 
near  the  place  where  the  brewhonfe  f^ands,  and  another,  in  \- : 
iface  of  the  hill  of  Succoth,  immediately  behind  AnJgour- 
houfe.     There  are  probably  feveral  moie  in  the  parilh. 

Caves. — In  the  face  of  a  very  fleep  rock,  tieir  Ballac^n- 
fifli,  there  is  a  rave,  but  fo  difficult  of  accefsj  that  tbere  is  n: 
perfon  living,  at  prefent,  in  the  parifti,  who  has  ventured  ra 
jexplorc  it  *.  A  deCcrlption  of  it,  confe^u«;ntly,  cafinot  be  gi%e?. 
About  8  miles  up  the  river  Nevis,  there  is  another  rcnurk* 
able  cave,  known  by  the  name  of  "  Uaigl^U  ^Hoirh**  or  5'- 
muePs  Cave;  that  being  the  patronymic  of  the  family  d 
Glenevis.  This  cave  is  in  the  heart  of  a  rock,  which  appc-ri 
to  be  about  70  feet  high,  and  nearly  as  broad,  leaning  to  t^« 
fideibf  a  monnt,  fouth  of  the  river,  and  not  far  diftant  fixi: 
It.  It  is  of  difficult  acccfs,  having,  quite  clofe  to  the  entraikc^ 
a  perpendicular  rock,  30  or  40  feet  high.     The  cave  appcsrs 
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•  It  18  not  a  great  number  of  years,  however,  fince  a  *:an,  who  had  b::i 
pbliged  to  flculk  for  his  crimes,  made  it  his  place  of  abode  and  refuge,  for  t**; 
fpacc  of  aboot  3  years.  During  day  light,  he  kept  within  his  cell ;  but,  as  ir 
as  the  darknefs  of  the  night  favoured  him,  he  ifliied  forth  from  his  ftrcmg  hoii,  a 
quefl  of  provifions.  While  he  continued  thus  cautious,  he  was  fecnrc ;  bet,  r 
laft,  growing  confident,  he  ventured  to  fally  out  in  the  day  time.  In  00?  •  J 
thcfc  predatory  etcurfions,  he  was  apprehended,  and  compelled  to  do  jufliu  t^ 
;he  Uws  of  his  country. 


to  be  formed,  by  one  ^ art  of  tfife  rack  htmng  tb  fto  toibtt, 
and  formicgy  between  tbem,  tm  atthed,  irregular,  fliapelc&i 
kind  of  grotto,  from  6  to  12  or  14  feet  high.  It  is  30  feet 
long,  smd  1 1  broftd.  The  floor  is  verjr  uncvea,  iloping  fxt>m 
the  noath  «11  the  wzj.  There  ftre  3  divifions  iti  it ;  th^ 
largeft  of  wbtch,  would  ftSbrd  flxeltcr  for  abotit  30  people. 
At  its  extremity,  there  are  two  other  ptflages,  leading  farthet 
into  the  rock ;  both  are  qnite  dark.  Thefe  apertures  conduft, 
tbrough  the  body  of  the  rock,  to  other  receffles  ;  but  fnch  is 
their  dark,  and  hideous  appearance,  that  few  can  be  prevail- 
ed on  to  enter  *  them.  One  of  thefe  paflages,  opens  at  tfa6 
extrcmhy  of  the  Isrge  apartment,  and  is  lined  with  a  delving 
precipitate  rock,  that  goei  about  10  feet  downwards,  and  ef- 
feftually  deters  moft  of  the  vifitants  from  proceeding  any 
farther ;— the  other  paffage  is  nearly  over  it,  at  the  roof  of  tb^ 
vault,  to  which  one  may  cafily  alcend,  by  the  help  of  u  (lop* 
itig  pan  of  the  rock.  The  earth,  on  the  floor  of  the  cave,  and 
the  drops  oozing  through  the  crevices,  occafion  a  perpetasi 
dampnefs,  and  difagreeable  fmdL  It  is  the  frightful  habita* 
tion  of  darknefs  ;-*an  abode,  fit  to  be  inhabited  only  by  the 
fons  of  defpain-^being  one  of  thofe  howling  caverns,  where 
the  fubterraneooa  winds  blow.  Hither,  however,  fome  re- 
treated for  fafcty,  in  the  year  r746, — and  here  they,  for  fom^ 
time,  lived  £ecure  *.  The  mouth  of  the  cave  is  not  above  3f 
feet  high,  and  is  pretty  much  concealed  by  its  lituation.    The 

largenefs 

*  There  it  a  tniitioo  among  the  vulgar,  that  a  piper  wem  once  into  thia 
care,  and  that  the  notfe  of  his  mufic  was  heard,  tinder  ground,  at  a  place  called 
KinJoch,  diftant,  from  the  entrance  of  the  cave,  no  Icfs  than  xo  miles.  The 
tune  he  played  W^,  **  0&  /  thmi  I  had  three  bands  I  tv^fw  the  bagpipe^  dud  tufir 
'«  tUfmrdi**  iigoifyiAg  that  he  had  been  attacked  by  fobtetnaean  foei.  Oth«r 
ptfilhes  will,  no  doubt,  dalm  right  to  this  onfortunate  piper,  who  Itrgot  t» 
bring  a  clew  with  him,  to  guide  him  back  through  the  labyrinth.  This  fiorj 
defenrcs  the  fame  credit^  with  thofc  of  maf  y  other  traditionary  talea,  of  the  fabn- 
l^uabardii 
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largeneCi  of  the  rock,  boweTar«  where  it  is»  and  fine  Jr  taaqp 
m  its  top,  .will  lead  to  a  diiicoverjr  of  iu 

£afcadis^—}\Jk  oppofite  to  the  rock,  where  the  laft  men* 
tioned  cave  is,  oo  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  there  ia  a  moft 
^autiful  cafcadc,  foiling  down,  bj  a  gradoal  ilope,  from  Be^ 
Qevis,  upwards  of  half  a  mile  be£are  it  reaches  the  bottom  of 
the  vallej,  where  it  Jinites  its  ftreams  with  thofeof  the  Nevis. 
7he  appearance  of  this  flieet  of  water,  immediately  attrafib 
ooc^s  attention,  dilates  the  heart,  and  kindles,  in  the  mind, 
thofe  loftj  and  grand  fentiments  of  devotion,  and  thofe  plc^ 
fing  elevated  feelings,  which  the  fublime  found  of  a  rafcadf, 
or  the  war  of  manj  waters,  naturally  excite.  The  windings  of 
the  river*— the  verdure  of  the  trees,rr-the  wildnefs  of  the 
rocks,—- the  terrific  afpeft  of  the  hills,— the  mift,  flying  fwift* 
ly  on  their  tops,— the  clouds,  tolling  along  with  velocity,— 
the  lonely  fitoation,  remote  from  human  eye,-^every  thing 
confpires  to  make  this  fall  of  water,  one  of  the  grandeft  ob- 
jcds  in  nature.  It  even  excels  the  fampos  Fall  tf  F^j^s^ 
jwhich  cannot  be  beheld  with  To  much  complacency.  It  is, 
indeed,  awful  and  fublime  ;  but  has  too  much  of  jthe  Urribb 
in  its  appearance.— About  two  miles  further  ^p  the  river  Ne* 
yis,  there  is  another  cafcade,  which,  a^er  forcing  its  way 
through  hills  and  rocks,  has  a  fall  of,  at  leafi,  500  feet  per* 
pendicular.  It  is  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  riv^r  with  the  cave. 
Thib  pariih,  as  may  naturally  be  expelled,  from  the  number 
of  bills  in  it,  abounds  with  cafcades,  that  compofe  a  beautiful 
and  pi&urefque  f9enery. 

lVo9dj, — ^There  can  be  little  doubt,  but  that  the  greateft  part 
«f  the  parifli  was  once  over-run  with  wood.  At  prefent,  it  is  faid, 
there  are  about  14,000  acres  under  it.  The  mod  confideraUe, 
and  the  moft  valuable  plantation,  belongs  to  Mr.  Cameron  of 

j^heiky 
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^oblieifeywbo  has  upwards  of  6,000  acres  under  birch  andfir^inw 
termiDgled,  and  4,000  acres  more,  under  oak  and  other  4imbei^ 
On  the  property  of  Capt.  McLean  of  Ardgour,  there  are  about 
1,000  acres  of  firs,  oak,  and  other  fpecies  of  trees.  TheA' 
woods,  in  many  places,  would  be  verj  valuable.  Here,  howi* 
ever,  thej  ara  not,  being  far  from  the  ihore,  and  the  roads  to 
them  extremelj  bad.  To  purchafe  imported  timber,  therefore; 
is  found  to  be  cheaper ;-  at  leaft,*  it  is  preferred.  The  trees^ 
that  grow  naturally,  are  oak,  fir,  birch,  afli,  'mountain-aih; 
bollj,  elm,  wild  geen,  hazle,  and  the  Scotch  poplar.  Thofis 
planted  are,  lari>,  fpruoe,  filvec  fir^  becoh^'  planci  aod  fruit 
trees* 

WiU^mdtMftdf  and  Birdt. — ^The  quadru{>ed«  ai^,  deef 
and  roes, — ^hares,  as  large  as  thofe  in  the  low  countries  of  Scot^ 
land,  but  not  fo  fwif^-^vealels,  polecats,  badgers,  and  foxtsi 
of  two  kinds  :  thefe  laft,  are  moftlj  extirpated,  fince  the  in^ 
trodoAioa  of  flieep.-MThe  birds  are,  eagles,  of  three  differenf 
kinds,  hawks,  tites,  ravens,  crows^  and  rooksw  There  aro 
heathcochs,  ptarmachanst  and  partridges ;  but  thej  are  de* 
•reafing  aaauallj,  as  their  eggs  are  trampled  upon>  and  broke 
hj  the  flieep.  There  are  alfo  fiiipes,  and  plovers,  with  alt 
forts  of  poultry  ;•  and  a  great  variety  of  bnall  birds,  of  the  mu^ 
fieri  kind,  fnch  as  the  rofe,  the  heath,  and  the  9ock4innet,«-^ 
the  chatf,  the  bull,  and  the  goldfinch,-~the  ikyJark,  the 
thrufli,  the  robin-redbreaft,  &c. — ^The  migratory  birds  are, 
woodcocks,  which  appear  in  Odober,  aod  go  away  in  March,«-i4 
aod  cuckoos,  fwallows,  martins,i  fwifts,  and  (tonechatters, 
which  arrive  in  jA^ril^^and  depart  in  Auguft,.  September,  and 
Oaober. 

£l0#/&,.— At  prefent,  there  are  in  the  parifli,  accoiding  to 
the  exafteft  calculation  that  oould  be  madci  about  6,000  head 

of 
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af  black  cattkt  joo  horlibs,  Ti,ooo  gosts,  and  66^06  ilieep. 
Before  the  mode  of  fliecp^^arming  was  introdaced,  a  great 
Aomber  of  borfes  were  reared  for  (ale.  Tbej  were  well  flmped, 
])ardy«  and  high  mettled.  Goodonesnow  (bUatfron  81.  to  20L 
Owing  to  their  dccreaTing  in  namber  every  feafon^  ibtj  have 
advanced  in  price  conliderablj,  of  late  years*  Tbej  are  ufed 
in  ploughing*  harrowing,  leading  home  peats,  and  carrying 
manure  to  the  fields*  ^ur  of  them,  are  yoked  a»>bfeaft  in  the 
plough  ;  and  a  man,  who  leads  them,  flaoda  immediately  be- 
fore  them,  and  walks  backwaid,  facing  the  plooghman.  This, 
fhrely,  ia  very  aukward  !  The  gentlemen  in  the  panib,  how* 
ever,  yoke  but  two  horfes  in  the  plough  ;  and  the  one  who 
holds  it,  manages  alfo  the  reins.  Three  different  kinds  of 
ploughs  are-ufedd^— The  Iheep  were  firil  iattoduced,  into  the 
p^rifli,  in  the  year  1764.  They  have-  fince  incrca&d  (b  akoch, 
that  abottl  three  fourths,  of  thnoonntry  aie  occupied  by: them. 
Wherever  they  are,  there  is  not  above  the  xjooddi  aece  ia 
tillage*  Hence  the  quantity  of  hill  gnmnd  may  be  ooaccrred* 
But,  indeed,  the  vaUaea  are  moftly  paftttre  walks*  for  the  wuu 
ter  and  fpring  retreat  of  the  iheep,  as  well  as  of  the  black  cat* 
tl«««-*»All  the  hills,  below  the  perpendicular  altitnde  of  600 
yards,  are  lined  with  beantiriil,  foCt,  and  rich  heath ;  bnc, 
above  that  height,  they  are  naoftly  hacren^  Theee  ia^  na  coo^ 
mon  in.  the  paxifli* 

Pr^dute^  Cultivation^  &c«-^Oats,  batley,  aad  poCatoes»  are 
tlie  principal  cropsi  The  climate  and  fell  here  ace  ilt  caleo^ 
lated*  fo^  rearing  grain.  In  the  beft  fitafon,  dm.  crop  is 
precarious,  andhaidly  equivalent  to  the  expences  iocurred. 
Potatoes,  which  are  moftly  planted  in  drills,  anfwer  remarks 
ably  well  y  and  turnips,  it  is  believed,  would  turn  to  good  ac« 
vount,  particularly  to  the  fli^p  farmcc  Hitherto,  however, 
littlQ  attention  has  .beea  bellowed,  upon  them.    Qats.  an^ifown 

dttring 
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during  the  two  laft  weeks  of  March  ;  barley,  and  potatoes.  In 
the  end  of  April,  and  beginning  of  Maj.  Barley  is  reaped  in 
the  end  of  Auguft  $  oats,  from  the  beginning  of  September  to 
OAober,  and  potatoes,  about  the  end  of  September. 

The  following  is  the  average  number  of  Englilh  acres,  un« 
dfer  die  different  forts  of  grain,  on  each  of  the  iheep  farms ; 

/ 
X3  acres  tre  tinder  ii  hcX^  of  oats. 
4  ■  under  3  bolU  of  Wley. 

20  •^^—  under  14  boU«  of  poutoct. 

Total,    27  teres  in  tillage. 

34f973  Acres  in  iheep  paflnre. 

In  all,    35,000  acres;  being  x6  miles  by  3  tad  two  fifths* 

la  farms  of  kfs  extent,  there  is  a  fmaller  proportion  ac*« 
coidiagly.  Indeed^  thofe  proportions  are  equal  to  a  medium 
of  4  otdioary  iheep  farms  in  the  pariih,  or  to  8,  aecording  to 
former  dtvifions.  In  farms,  where  there  are  black  cattle 
flocks,  there  are  nearly  4  times  this  proportion  of  ground  in 
caknie.  The  pafture  grounds,  indudjing  iheallings,  do  not 
rent  at  above  4d.  per  acre  annually.  The  returns,  upon  an 
average,  are,  of  oats,  3  from  x,  of  barley,  5,  and  of  potatoes,  ro. 
There  is  up  hemp,  and  yrtrj  little  flax  feed,  fown  in  the  parifli. 
The  vallies  and  meadows  yielding  fpontaneoufly  plenty  of  ex- 
cellent grafs:  there  is  but  little  clover,  or  ryegrafs  fown.  The 
gardens  yield  the  ordinary  vegetables. 

Imforis  and^Exports, — ^The  articles 'imported  are,  meal, 
floar,  oats,  butter,  cheefe,  whiiky,  foreign  fpirits,  fait,  timber, 
tar^  smd  all  kinds  of  mercantile  goods.  There  were  entered 
inwards,  in  the  year  1791,  at  the  port  of  Fort-William, 
coaftwife,  8,oco  bolls  of  oatmeal;  which,  at  the  average  price 
of  x68.  Sd.ptr  boll|  is  66661. 13  s.  4d.  But  only  about  2  soa 

VolVIIL  3  H  bolls 
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bolls  were  ufed  in  the  pariihy  the  reft  beiag  fold  to  other 
conntries  :  2500  bolls,  at  the  above  price,  come  to  2083L 
6  s.  8  d.  We  maj  fafelj  fa/i  that  the  pari(h  pajs  mt  leaft, 
that  fum  for  meal  every  jear ;  for  feldom,  verj  feldom,  it  is, 
that  it  fells  fo  reafonably,  as  is  above  ftated.  Of  whiiky,  there 
are  annually  imported  into  the  pariib,  and  drunk  in  it,  about 
1 5*000  gallons,  which,  at  4s.  each  gallon,  cofts  3,000 1.  The 
exports  are,  fifli,  wool,  iheep,  horfes,  and  black  cattle. 
During  the  fummer  and  harvcft  1791,  there  were  taken,  bj 
the  people  of  the  parifh,  about  3,000  barrels  of  herrings, 
which,  at  x8s.  per  barrel,  is  2700  1» 

AcceoNT  of  WoqI  tat  coafiwIfe»  Irom  the  port  of  Fort-WtlHaiii,  Bar  3  jan 
^  precediog  the  5th  day  of  January  179a, 

rtvU    frr,  Br. 
From  sth  ]anTiary  1789,  to  5th  January  i7fo,  -  -        4737     3  24 

JProm  5th  January  1790,  to  5th  January  1791,  -  «        165a     a    S 

from  5th  January  179X,  to  5th  January  179s,         •  •        3593     a    I 

In  aU,        S9S  J     o    s 

Or>  4ii93C  ftcnes,  at  24  lbs.  Engliih  to  each  ilone*  Two  thirds  of  the  woo}  ar: 
white,  and  one  third  it  tarred. 

SioMt,   lit.  Z.      /•    ^ 

37i953     8,  at  7  s.  6d./#r  (lone,amoiintto         •        •        «      ^048%  xo    a 

13,976  16,  at  5  s.  6d./rr  ftone,  amountto         ...         3843  11     8 


41930    o    Total  of  wool  exported  in  3  years,  14316  x  S 

The  annual  averare  produce  of  wool,  exported  from  Fort-Wil-  7    ^  ..  ,  ^  . , 

,.       ...  r    477^  7  2t 

uam,  It  therefore  •  .  .  •  «     3 


The  greateft  part  of  the  above  wcol,  was  fcnt  coallwife  to 
Liverpool,  and  other  ports  in  England.     Let  it  be  obfervcd, 
however,  that  it  includes   much  more  than'  the  produce  of  I 
this  parifli,  in  which  there  are  onlj  60,000  iheep.   Something 

xnorc 
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snore  than  6  fleeces  generally  go  to  each  flone,  vrhich  Is  equal 
to  about  10,000  ftones, 

S/MttM    lit,  L.     s,     d, 

6666  z 4,  at  79.  6  d./^rAone,  come  to           -           *  *  M9$  <9    4{ 

3333  10,  at5i.  6d.//r  ftone,  come  to            -            -  -    ^i6  13    ^\ 

I           "  '■ 

1C30O    o    Total  anoual  produce  ofthe  wool  of  this  pariih,  3416  13    % 


Population. — ^Thc  introduaion  of  fheep,  It  is  obrious,  hs^ 
a  tendency  to  diminifli  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  particu- 
lar dlftrlAs  *•  In  this  pariOi,  however,  from  the  operation 
of  peculiar  circumfiances,  the  population  has  increafed  confi- 
derably,  and  is  ftill  on  the  increafe.  It  is  not  eafy,  now^  to 
determine  the  eza£t  proportion  of  people  that  remain,  com- 
pared with  thofe  who  have  been  obliged  to  remove.  From  a 
mediam  ftatement  of  feveral  farnisi  in  diflerent  fituations» 
they  appear  to  have  been  nearly  three  times  as  populous,  as 
they  are  at  prefent.  But  one  fourth  of  the  pariih  is  ilill  un- 
der black  cattle,  and  contains  as  great  a  number  of  people  as 

3  H  a  ever. 

*  There  is  an  abfolnte  necefiity  of  prcferviag  the  grafs,  during  fummer  and 
hanreft,  upon  the  low  grounds,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fheep  in  winter  and  fpring  ;— 
for,  otberwife,  they  run  a  riOc  of  periihing.  This  could  not  be  done,  were 
the  fame  number  of  people,  as  formerly,  to  live  there,  and  to  cultivate  lands  for 
their  own  fubfiHeoce.  Befides,  the  numbtr  of  cows  and  hories,  they  wouldrequire, 
would  entirely  confume  the  gra&.  Proprietors,  it  is  fald,  have  made  repeated 
trials  of  letting  their  londs,^  among  the  former  tenants,  jointly,  provided  the/ 
would  ilock  them  with  iheep,  and  agree  among  thcmfelves,  with  regard  to  their 
rcTpe^re  (hares.  But  every  inftance  of  this  kind,  has  proved  unfuccefsful  in 
tlie  end.  And,  indeed,  it  is  almoft  impoilible,  that  a  multitude  of  people  can 
agree  in  managing  a  joint  (lock  of  iheep,  and  bringing  the  produce  to  market. 
Schemes  of  this  kind,  confequently,  how  plaufible  foever  they  may  feem  in  theo- 
ry, will  ever  fail  of  fuccefs  in  pradlce;  and  experience  has  dcmonftrated  the  ab« 
furdity  of  fach  an  attempt.  The  fad  is,  that  ibecp  farms  cannot  be  let  with 
prudence,  or  advantage,  to  a  number  of  tenants;  and  the  introdudion  of 
£xcep  muA,  of  covrfe,  disuoifii  the  number  of  tenants  in  particular  diflhdi. 
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ever.  And  of  tfaoliei  who  have  been  difpoffeflfeda  very  Sew 
have  quitted  the  parifli.  They  go  and  refide  in  Marjlmrgb  ^ 
as  feveral  aUb  do  from  other  neighbouring  pariflies ;  which 
accounts  for  the  increafiog  populournefs  of  that  village.  Be* 
fides  which,  the  women,  in  general,  are  very  prolific,  fre- 
quently bringing  forth  twins ;  and,  in  September  laft,  (179a), 
two  women  were  delivered  of  3  children  etch  at  a  birth. 
Zvery  marriage  commonly  produces  from  5  to  7  children. 
For  (everal  reafons,  it  is  almoft  impoffiUe  to  keep  aa  exaA 
and  a  complete  regifler  of  baptifms  and  marriages,  in  fo  ex- 
tenfive  a  parifh  as  this,  Uolels  the  clergyman,  at  the  time  of 
celebrating  thefe  ordinances,  write  down,  in  a  memorandum 
book,  the  names  of  the  parties,  and  tranfmit  them  afterwards 
to  the  feiBon  clerk,  they  will  never  be  regiftered ;  for  the 
parties  themfelves  either  negled,  or  difregard  to  do  ic  Be- 
fides,  it  is  believed,  that  the  Papifta  and  Epifcopalians  keep  a 
feparate  regifter  of  their  own  births  and  marriages.  And» 
of  deaths,  no  regifter  has  ever  yet  been  attempted  t6  be 
kept  in  the  pariih.  By  the  moft  exaA  calculation,  die 
number  of  fouls  is  *  *  -  *        4^35 

The  retutn  to  Dr.  Webfter,  in  1755,  was        -      -       3093 


Increafe,  -  -  .         •    .  *        113a 

The  inhabitants,  in  the  garrifon,  however,  being  indud-  ^ 
ed  in  the  above  number,  and  not  enumerated  in  the  >  294 
return  to  Dr.  Webfter,  muft  be  deduced  3 


£xa&  increafe  in  37  years,  -  -  •       93S 

Of  the  above  number,  about  xioo  live  in  Mary  burgh  and 
Fort- William  \  and  of  thefe  there  are 
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Mtfduiit^        ^        - 

A 

Brought  over, 

I3t 

-       9 

Adlersy 

. 

Carpenten,          • 

•       IX 

Barber, 

- 

Siiip»wri|^t, 

X 

Dyer. 

. 

Boat-wrights» 

3 

SnxgeoBSy 

- 

m 

Whee^wrighCi,       •       « 

3 

Comptrolkfy 

- 

'            •» 

Cart-wright^ 

% 

Sorreyor, 

• 

Coopen,      ... 

'% 

Tidc-waiteri, 

. 

Samta,        -       .       - 

.        6 

Bzcile-ineiif         . 

. 

MalbDs*.     .        .        - 

.      %6 

School-mallen, 

- 

Tayfcr.,       .        -        . 

-      x» 

Attotueyi,         . 

• 

"WexwerBf     -       -        - 

-      a4 

'Farmers, 

. 

•>     xo 

-     i8 

Gardencn, 

. 

Smitbt.        .       • 

3 

loo-keepera. 

- 

MaUen,        .        .        * 

3 

. 

Batcher^     ... 

^ 

SewnfirdTcs 

- 

^aken. 

-      3 

ball. 

«75 

Carry  over,      13  x 

There  are  13  old  people  living,  at  prefeut|  in  Maxyburgb,  at 
Ihe  following  ages : 

6  aged  84  yean  of  agc« 

t 88 

3 97  i 

a—-  98  — ^— - 
I  -MM  X04  ■      ■ 

Died  in  tbe  pariih, 

X^  years  ago.  x  aged  X07  years  of  agCt 

11  ■  X  —  -  X09  '      ■ 

4    ■  X  —  X0»  ■ 

Andlaftycar,  x  .—  X03 

laaguagi* 

•  Good  mafimi.  brick-byers,  and  carpenters,  get  x  t.  8d.  ftr  diiy.  A  taylor, 
$od  brogve*iiiaker.  who  goes  about  for  work,  receives  xod.  a^y.  beiidet 
vlteals.  and  a  common,  labourer,  xs.  But.  for  this  laft  dafs.  there  is  not  con* 
Bant  work  throughout  the  year ;  and  what  be^eams,  depends  upon  his  own  di« 
hgerKc.  Where  there  is  not  confiant  work,  tbe  rates  for  day-kboorers  cannot 
be  fixed;  and, of  oowiei  it  isimpofliblc  to  afccmia  any  detcrmtaau  iBConca or 
any  cettain  expence* 
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language. — ^The  Gaelic  is  the  mother  tongue  of  the 
natives;  andy  it  is  thought,  that  in  this,  and  fome  aeigh- 
liottriog  pariflieSy  it  is  fpoken  in  its  greateft  purity.  Though 
Ac  Gaelic  be  the  origioal  language,  there  are  very  few  people, 
crpcciiillj  of  the  younger  clals,  who  do  not  underftand  and 
fpeak'Englilh*  It  is  remarkable,  yet  not  the  lefs  true,  that 
the  ilUterate  Highlander,  who  is  a  flranger  to  every  other 
language  but  the  Gaelic,  fpeaks  it  more  fluently,  more  ele- 
gantly, and  more  purely,  than  the  fcholar  *. 

VUlage^'^Maryburgh^  or  Gordonjburgh^  is  the  only  cme  of 
note  in  the  parifli,  and  is  fituated  upon  the  fea  Jhore,  South 
fide  of  Locheile,  within  a  few  yards  to  the  fouth-weft  of 
Fort-Willam.  Anciently,  the  place  where  it  ftand^,  was  called 
Jbichitttore^beg.  The  village  was  then  built  oa  the  ground 
where  the  Efplanade  is  now.  It  was  after  the  acceffion  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange  to  the  Britifii  throne,  that  it  obtained 
the  name  of  Maryburgh,  in  honour  of  his  royal  confort.  For 
fbme  time  paft,  it  has  been  indifcriminately  called  Maryburgh 
and  Gordonfburgh,  ftom  the  family  of  Gordon,  whofe  pro- 
perty 

•  The  name  of  almoll  every  place  in  Colcdoiua,  it  derived  from  the  Gaelic ; 
fo  that  it  it  unnecefTary  to  enumerate  many  inftancet.  Corpaeb^  a  place  dole  to 
the  ihore,  on  an  angle  of  Lochcile,  is  a  compomid,  fignifying  thcJeU  rf  ar^a. 
It  is  well  known,  that  men  of  note  were  anciently  interred  in  lona.  Such  as 
were  brought  from  the  Trorth  of  this  parilh,  were  kept  in  ftate  at  Corpach  for  a 
Bight,  or  perhaps  longer.  Hence  the  original  of  the  name.  Othimtcb  is  another 
flace  upon  the  fliore  of  JLochlcveft,  where  the  dfcad,  brought  from  Perthihiir, 
were  embarked  for  the  confccrated  ground  of  lona,  and  meant  a  gfom^  or  dtea 
confliaing  (igh  of  lamentation.  Perhaps  women  were  hired  to  fet  up  the  C»^ 
riMfi.  Locha^cr,  or  Locb-nwea/t/tr,  fignifict  the  Lait  of  H»rm**  Indeed  it  dcfcrvea 
not  the  name  of  lake,  being  a  fmall  pool  in  the  mois  of  Corpach,  The  uadition 
is;  that  the  deer,  in  tlie  routing  ficafon,  fought  about  this  lake,  aad  loit  thdr 
honw.    HcAcc  Uta  whole  country  has  f ccciv«J  its  «anc* 
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ftxtj  it  i8«    It  is  m  a  thriving  waj,  and  Kith  their  couoii 
tcnance  and  patronage,  is  likelj  to  become  a  diftingui(bed  place. 

Fort^William^tands  upon  the  foath  fide  of  a  foiall  gnlph 
of  that  arm  of  the  fea,  called  Locheile  ;  where,  bj  the  turn  of 
the  mountains,  it  forms  itfelf  into  an  angle,  and  receives  the 
rivers  Lochj  and  Nevis*  It  is  fituated  upon  a  plain,  almoft 
level  with  the  fea.  Upon  the  oppollte  (hore,  there  is  another 
of  a  much  larger  extent,  upon  the  fame  level,  which  widens^ 
and  exceedingly  beautifies  the  profpefi.  Thefe  plains  are 
furrounded  with  mountains,  which  were  once  covered  witk 
woods,  and  are  watered  with  manj  fprings  and  ri valets. 

The  fort  was  firft  built  during  the  ufurpation  of  Oliver 
Cromwell^  hj  the  advice  and  direAion  of  Monk.  It  occupied 
more  ground  at  that  time  than  it  does  now,  and  confided  of 
a,ooo  effeftive  troops.  Colonel. Brajm  was  the  firfi,  I  be- 
lieve, who  was  appointed  governor.  The  fort  was  then  di& 
tinguiflied  by  the  name  of  the  "  Garrifon  of  Invcrlochy."— »• 
In  the  time  of  King  William,  it  was  rebuilt,'  on  a  lefs  fcale, 
with  ftone  and  lime.  In  the  year  1746,  it  ftood  a  fiege  of 
5  weeks^  which  commenced  24th  February,  and  was  raifed 
3d  April  followUig,  with  the  lofs  only  of  6  men  killed, 
and  24  wounded  *•  The  fort  is,  by  no  means,  a  place  of 
Arength.  For  thefe  two  years  paft,  all  the  men  in  it  have 
been  only  a  company  of  invalids. .  Beiides,  fome  years  ago, 
about  a  fourth  part  of  the  wall  was  undermined,  and  fwept 
away  by  the  river  Nevis  :  It  has  ever  fince  been  fafi  going  te 
ruin,  and  there  appears  not  the  moft  diftant  profpeA  of  its 
being  repaired.  General  James  Murray  is  the  prefent  go* 
vcmor  of  the  fort;  Lord  Forbes  is  deputy-governor j  and 

Captain 

•  A  jotirnal  of  the  Cege,  \aA  been  kept  by  one  of  tbe  officcn  in  the  garrifoOt 
a  <opx  of  which  ii  In  the  poffeffioa  «f  the  writer  bercot 
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Ctptaia  Thomas  Cochranei  commanding  officer.  A  poS« 
office  was  eftabliflied  at  Fort* William  in  the  yesr  1764. — 
'  There  is  a  mafon-lodge ;  and  a  jail,  in  which  there  have  bees» 
in  aD,  fince  1781,  for  Yarions  crimes,  48  prifimers,  snataj  of 
them  for  trivial  offences. 


Itfir/ aifif  Pro^m#9r/.«— The  valued  rent  of  the  pnrilh,  is 
434!.  14s.  4d.  Ster. ;  the  real  grofs  rent,  about  5100I. ;  the  lands, 
rent  at  4733 1.  8  s.  zx  d. ;  the  falmon  fiihing,  upon  the  river 
Lochj,  rents  at  about  230 1. ;  ftill  water  fiihing,  at  ny  L ; 
hoofes  rent  at  about  100 1.  The  following  table  ihows  the 
proprietors  in  the  pariOi  *;  their  rental,  valued  and  real; 
and  the  fuperiors  of  whom  thej  hold  their  lands.  The  three 
laft  refidc  in  it. 


FMhaiimu* 

JtttUJtiMin 

Mr.  CuHcrnn  tS  I^idiettc. 

L,%SO    •    0 

Ij.Z5€«    0    0 

Xfr.M*LeaoofArdgoiir$, 

7S  XI     z 

Z663    Z  zz 

Bulw  of  Gordon, 

jMr.  CuneroD  of  Gleoevis, 

34    <  10 
30  16    8 

300    0    0 

JOG     0     0 

Mr.  Cameron  of  Fafifera 

30    i    6 

660     0     0 

Mr.  Cameron  of  KinlochleTen, 

ZO  IS     3 

ZOO     0    0 

i-434  Z4    4 

L.47a3    «" 

CDuktsofAxsT^ 
C  and  Gordon. 

JDukeof  Afgjl 
and  Crown}. 
crowB. 
Duke  of  Gordon. 

JDukeaofOonte 
oadAfigyH. 
l>uke  of  Gordon. 


Imprwid  Value  of  Land.^^^Smct  the  year  Z764,  when  iheep 
were  firft  introduced  into  the  parifli,  the  value  of  land  has 
augmented  cbnfiderably  ;^n  general,  to  triple  what  it  then 
was.  Farms,  under  long  leafes,  mud  be  excepted.  Of  thefe 
there  are  only  a  few,  which  were  granted  by  the  commiiHcm* 
ers  upon  the  annexed  eftates.  Where  there  are  but  ihon 
t  leafes 

*  Cfaaoget  of  property  »re  not  fre^ent^;  not  above  three  infiascei  hsiing 
occurred  within  thefe  zjfO  years. 
{  Ardgour  does  not  hold  16  much  rf  the  Giowdi  «•  intitks  him  to  a  yw^ 
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]eafes  granted  by  hodlords,  improvemeftts  will  advance  vtr^ 
flowly.  ,  There  are  foroe  lands  in  the  parifli>  which  ktt  e£* 
teemed  high  rented.— >The  great  augtoeotfttioa  of  rents  malt 
be  attributed,  principally,  to  the  niod^  adopited,  of  ftockioK 
farms  with  flieep.  They  r^i^ire  a  fumliter  number  of  hands 
to  tend  them,  than  black  cattle  \  cfeiQ  graze  in  piaces  wh^ 
thefe  would  not  venture,  and  yield  a  greater  produce,  This^ 
it  will  be  acknowledged,  is  a  ftrong  temptation  to  propricw 
tors«  who  Value  fnoney  more  than  men^  to  encourage  flieep<. 
farming  *.-^There  are  93  fahns  tn  the  pariih:  Tkt  average 
extent  of  each,  is  6^  fquare  nriles ;  and  the  arerage  anttMl 
rent,  about  50 1.  Sterling.  Of  thefe  93  farms,  54  beloing  vo 
Locheiie,  and  18  to  Ardgour  }->*^nd  of  thefe  laft  18,  %  fanii^ 
rent  at  xoo  1.  each ;  a  at  26.0  U  tach  \  and  one  %%  341)  L  ^tft 
loweft  at  30  L 

Churches^  &e.— There  are  9  places  of  worfliip  in  the  parifii. 
Befides  the  eftablifl^ed  minifter,  there  is  a  miffionary,  ap)» 
pointed  by  the  committee  for  managing  his  Majefty's  royal 
bounty,  who  refides  at  Fort- William,  and  another,  who  offi- 
ciates in  the  parifli  oncfe  a  month.  The  miniil^  of  A  thiffion, 
10  fome  neighbouring  partfhes,  alfo  refides  in  Kifaiali^,  bdid^ 
a  preacher  of  the  gofpel.  Oncfe  a  month,  a  Pb^ifli  atid  a  NM- 
juring  clergyman,  priaoh  within  the  boands  of  Ihi  pafiffi. 

V01.VIU.  3  I  TRe 

•  A  perioaical  writer  has  ^apsftd  M  ihiS|;k  cbhi  ^A  fK^ej)  faf nf « (og^^, 
10  foch  propordoDt,  that  the  Utter  nkay  {mtihafe  the  fruiti  M  ttie  fohMr.  Tie 
adoption  of  this  rcheme,  he  thinlu^  would  prercDt  emtgnttioii.  In  the  fonth  of 
Scotlandi  fuch  a  plan  might  anfwer;  hvt,  in  this  pariih,  it  it  totally  impraAica- 
ble.  For  what  is  the  hod  in  tillage,  compared  to  the  hill  grounds  ?  t* he  vallief 
coaid  eafily  be  cnltlirated,  hnt  what  would  then  become  of  the  graft  upon  tKe 
hills  ?  There,  the  flieep  grase  all  fnmmer  and  harttft,  but  mtfft  bfe  kroug&t  to 
the  ftraths  to  feed  during  winter  and  fpring ;  and,  conlSsqucntly,  rery  little  crop 
can  be  reared.  The  bulk  of  the  people,  therefore,  muft  remove,  either  to 
towflS  or  TiUagts  in  the  neighbourhood,  or  out  of  the  country. 
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The  number  of  members  of  the  EftabUflied  Chnicli,  is  3)15, 
—^f  Papifts,  X03,— «nd  of  NoDJurors,  407.  It  is  &ot  longi 
iinoe  the  number  of  Papifts  amounted  oiilf  to  35.  The  in- 
creafie  is  owing  to  their  flocking  into  Marjrbmgh,  from  th« 
neighbouring  coontricif  when  difpoffefled  of  their  lands.— 
Until  the  year  Z779t  the  livbg  was  worth  no  more  than  52  L 
zq  s.  Sterling  annually  i  neither  was  there  any  allowance  made 
for  commttnion  ele^ients ;  and  even  yet,  it  is  only  69  !•  to  s^ 
and  3  L  6  s.  8  d.  for  cpmrnnnion  elements.  There  is  no  man^e. 
Xhe  heritors  allow,  in  place  thereof,  and  for  deficiency  of 
gleb«,  the  fum  of  11 L  13  a.  4  d.  An  excellent  parifli  ^nidi 
Ifas  bniltt  in  the  year  1783,  which  coft  440  L  ;  and,  laft  year, 
tngther  was  builtt  in  Marybutgh,  by  the  Duke  of  Gordoa 
and  the  inhabitants,  that  coft  fosnewhat  more.  The  Duke  of 
Argyll  has  always  been  reckoned  the  patron  of  the  parilli  1 
but,  it  b  iUd,  that  he  has  made  OTer  his  right  of  patronage  to 
Loch^e,  with  whom  the  Duke  pf  Gordon  difputes  it.  Pri&. 
cipal  Campbell,  of  the  Univerfity  of  Glafgow,  was  predecet 
for  to  the  prefimt  incumbent.  ^     ' 

Scboob^-^Tht  parochial  fchool  is  at  Fort-William  s  Fhkh,  if 
not  the  moft  ceptrical  place,  is  at  leaft  the  mpft  populous  in  the 
pariib*  H.ere,  (he  )«pgiuges  and  mathematics  are  taught.  The 
fiumber  of  the  fchoburs,  attending,  is  about  x  j0«  The  folary  u 
^6 1.  13  s.  4d. ;  which,  with  (he  (chool  fees,  fciBonlclerk*s  £u 
lary,  and  the  dues  for  chrifieniogs  and  marriages,  will  be  equal 
(0  about  90  L,  or  lOp ).  Sterling  annually.  Befides  this  fohool, 
there  are  5  others,  on  the  eftabliihment  bf  the  Society  for  prol 
pegating  Chriftian  Knowledge.  To  one  of  thefe,  they  grant 
a  fidary  of  la  1 ,  and  to  the  reid  xa  L  each.  There  is  alfo  a 
catechift,  employed  between  this  and  Kilmanivaig  parifh,  with 
a  falary  of  la  L  Sterling. 

PQ0n 
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Poir.'^Tht  poor  of  this  parilfa  wander  about,  and  beg  from 
ioor  to  door,  to  the  grave  :  For  fhe  funds,  appropriated  to 
their  ufe,  are  veiy  inadequate  to  their  neceffities,  bebg  the 
Sundaj  coUeftions,  Whicli  may  Amount  to  Ibmethiog  better 
than  iol;  a^year ;  And  thi  ititereft  6f  iSL,  being  donatiooil 
made,  at  different  tifhes,  bj  the  following  perfons,  ms. 

Aleniider  CuneroDy  tackfinan  o£  Strong  •           L.'io    o    o 

Dvgaid  Cameroo,  tenaot  at  Stmilie,  •            •            300 

James  M'Cawl,  tenant  at  Dnunerliine,  •           0300 

John  Cameroo,  tenant  at  Clachaig,  •            •            t  19    i 

Jolm  M*Pliee,  tenant  at  01endeflar]r»  -           •           o  10    o 

L.iS    O    o 

Lad  year  Majot  Cameion,  of  Erra^  ftnt  to  die  writer  of  this 
atticle  10 1.  Sterling,  for  the  immediate  relief  of  the  poor  ^ 
and  he  has  fince  diftribntecl  among  them  upwards  of  1q1. 
morehimfdf,  There  arie  no  flated  times  for  dividing  the 
poor*s  money ;  and  fome  are  relieved  oftener  than  others;  If 
any  are  r^nced  to  poverQr  by  aotident,  dileafe,  or  calamity, 
there  is  an  eztraordin^  colle&ion  tnade  for  their  relief. 


J  I  a  CourAMAttft 
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CoMPA&ATiTE  View 
qfthc  Prices  o/Provifiomf  *w.  *•  tie y^a^  ^^%^  mmi  x*j^. 


.1771. 
Beef  and  ii»ittmi,/irr  lib.  s|d. 
A  goore»  IS.  ad, 
A  hen,  from  ad.  to  3d. 
Butter,^  lib.  4d. 
Cheefe,^r  ftone  is.  6d. 
Salmon,  ^li)».  \^ 
Sgg^fer  doKCOi  id* 
iy»Utoe«,/ir  peck,  (fi*Me}»  6d. 
SArlcy«/«:boU.  z^i» 
0«ts,/rr  boll,IOi. 
Coa!t,^r  ion,  181. 
A  boat  load  of  peats,  4s. '6d* 


1791. 
Beef  and  mutton,  a{d.  or  3d. 
A  goole,  from  as.  6d.  to  3a.  6d. 
A  Hen,  6d«  to  8d. 
'  Butter,  8d. 
Cheefe,  «d. 
Salmon,  3d.  to  4d* 
Eggs,  ad.  to  3d. 
Fati(toci|7d«ta9di 
Barleys  ij.  la. 
Oats,  t3s.  44.  to  i^t. 
Coals,  its.  to  iL 
A  boit  load  of  peats,  9t.  to  xat. 
Pant,  5d* 
Apif»xU«naa. 
A  duck,  IS. 

A  goat,  51. 6d.  to  71. 6d. 
A  calf,  as.  M.  to  5s. 


jintiquitia.'-XJpon  the  banks  of  the  river  Lochj,  oq  the 
north  fide,  about  4  miles  above  Fort-William,  there  are  dk 
remains  of  an  ancient  caQle,  concerning  which  the  M.  S.  hiC- 
torj  of  the  houfe  of  Locheile  fays,  ^*  that  it  was  built  bj  tbe 
*^<^|^of  tb^t  familjy  in  the  rq^gn  of  Queen  Mary."  The 
probability  is,  however,  that  it  is  of  a  much  more  ancieat 
date  i  and  the  tradition  of  the  country  is,  that  it  was  built  at  tbe 
fame  time  \^'iih  the  caftle  of  Invernefs.  An  additional  probabi- 
lity, of  its  being  built  long  before  the  reign  of  the  unfortunate 
Mary,  is,  that  Bancho^  Thane  of  Lochaber^  (the  anceftor  of  the 
royal  houfe  of  Stewart),  had  his  cafllein  this  neighbourhood  \ 

9nd^ 


aady  a  littk  lielov'  th^  fite  of  Torocaftle^  dicr«  is  a  oioft  haaa^ 
ti&l  walkt  about  a  quoites  of  a  milekng^  that  fiiUretauis  liia 
name.  Along  this  fweet  walk,  qa  the  one  hmsd,  Smksi.tkm 
Locby ;  on  the  other,  there  is  a  delightful  bank,  which  is  at  pre- 
fent  plasutad  ^tb  ftp;  asdrwlpdck  wabr  tfatn^vadaiiktcdljveovaxcd , 
leitb  ftatdf  wood.  Tbore  19  ftillzemiiiibig,  alf  this  hntl^^^g^ 
a.  wall  oC  ^.  9t'  5t3  faet,  and  a  Touk^  sdmoft.  entire,,  which 
could  be  con^rtttd  mto  aa  egceeilest  celhur»  Qf  eld^  whea 
five  arms  wore  unkaowav  U  cM^aiaJgrwas  a  Tory  flpong*  place* 
It  ftaods  oa  tiM  bii^  of  »  ftigbc^  pt ecipice,.  at  tbc  bottooa 
of  wkidi  the  nrer  Sorce^  u&  paiiage  tkrough  .rocks^  an^  baa 
faetn  SKnacdttifr  the  la^d  fide,  bjr  a  dimh  aod  deavaJuridg^. 
The  tvaccaof  tba  ditch  are  ftilL  vcvf  irifibfe*.  Ota  the  fidk of 
the  ^co*  oppafite  tD  the.  (buab.  weft  past  o£  Boeiie^S)  lie  icat* 
te«ed  ia  tiuns^  the  laft  irefii^ea  ^E  a  ^ecj  ancient  buildings 
wbieht  in  a  Sm«  jeara.  heocc^  wiU  be  catimLy  demotiOied^  by 

the 

n/gaiik  aA#,  Iqymaiutt  in  bcwchct,  ^itfr<  «,|Mij:  oL^rqsv*  h»d  ocQki^vi^con* 
tinned  to  Jia^  for  a  number  of  years,  fiivt,  of  ]m%  the  neft  has  been  overturn- 
ed, from  real  wantonnefs,  and  its  inhabitants  feared  away.— Many,  things  con* 
etir  to  make  thit  a  fcene  df  mixed*  pleaibre  and  grandeur.  Below,  there  U  a' 
black  de^  g»lHS  ta-jemakes  tfae>heait  MooU^  thA  row  of  the  tPMci^  Ibaaklg' 
t^iwing  m  w«|^  amidAyoclvWibi^a  yfomiffi§f^ti^  spon  the  adfid,  wbik 
the  iidaMi  are  fecn  fti^lisi;  •giunjQLitA.ilicva^  Upoa  the  other  fide  of  the 
QTer,  are  be^dd  laiobs  iki^pin|^alun^iu  b^nks,  while  theheathis covered  witk 
Sleep,  which  infpire  pleafantneisand  gaiety.  At  fome  diftance.  Bene  vis  feems  to 
thretten  the  neighbouring  hiUr  with  deftrudti^n.  Mere  and  there,  are  fecn  feme 
pioia  of  aiahlh  gMund^  jndidtoxenLthaiiging  iti-colaar  f^ooL  greea  to  yellow. 
V^  gqUei|iafti0^dK:£|ltii^iaB,,^tteriiig  oa^the  wi^ev,  asd  darthig  thvoi^li 
the  greea  bought  l^eig^top  the  ^doref^  fernery.  A  fjpw  yatdt  teher  down  the 
riTer,  there  is  a  ibaall  iiland,  that  it  covered  with  large  ancient  Br^  where  a  vaft 
number  of  herons  neiUe,  whofe  ncnfe  u  heard  at  a  coniiderable  difUnce.  A  fccne 
in  which  the  heart,  the. mindy.and  the  imagination,  ace  at  once  interefted,  iaXure- 
ly  DO  mean  objeA.  Within  a  few  yards  of  this  ruinous  caftle,.  the  prefapt  ml* 
sifter  of  the  pwifli  rcfideib    There  are  a  number  Qltumuli  in  the  parilh. 
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the  fmvtfget  of  •U-oonqaering  dine.  It  ii  fotgottn  m  flie  tt- 
mb  of  fiune,  tod  tnditi6&  itfielf,  has  huAj  been  «bk  to  pre- 
iiefte  die  siame  it  bore,  viau 


i>Mil&«r4f&iffi— It  ftiadi  tpon  die  yftrf  fiDumnit  of  a 
green  hill,  about  400  yarda  peipendicnlar  in  height.  The 
traces  of  die  boiUing  are  ftiH  Tifibk  i  and  the  part  now  re- 
snatniog  nins  round  die  whole  top  of  die  hfiU,  (die  oompa&  of 
which  is  150  yards),  not  in  anj  regular  form,  but  following 
exaftly  the  verge  of  die  fteep,  ib  as  to  ctenmand  the  gieateft 
ftrengdi  poffiUe.  The  figure  is  nearlj  oral.  By  iti  fitnation 
upon  this  ekvated  fpot,  it  commands  part  of  Mamore^  and  the 
whole  of  Gleoeris,  and  muft  have  been  originally  intended  for 
n  place  of  defence.  This  opinion  ftems  to  be  confirmed  by 
the  fixe  of  the  work,  and  by  its  being  in  fight  of  die  cafUe  of 
Inverlochy  ^.  Dundhatrdghall  appears  to  have  been  a  fott  of 
great  andquity,  and  not  inferior,  in  this  refpeft,  to  Inverlocby 
caftle :  indeed,  of  die  two,  it  feems  the  more  ancient.  It  is' 
thought  to  have  ferved  as  an  outwork  for  ftrengthening  thkt 
place,  when  it  was  a  royal  refidente.  Authentic  informatioo 
is  upon  record,  of  the  kings  of  Scodand  hairing  refided  at  In* 
verlochy,  in  die  time  of  Charles  the  Great  of  France :  and  this 
need  not  leem  furprifing,  when  we  refleft  that  Scodand  was 
then,  moft  probably,  confined  widiin  very  narrow  bounds. 
Granring  the  probability  of  the  co«4mdquity  of  thefe  buildings, 
Dundhairdghall  is  not  lefs  than  x,eoo  years  old.  The  part  of 
the  wall  that  remains,  is  no  more  than  from  a  to  4  fiDct  higfa^ 
and  is  vitrified  all  round.  As  this  naturally  tenders  fiooe 
more  friable,  it  has  probably  accderated  the  downfidl  of  the 
building.    How  the  fire  has  been  applied,  can  be  only  con« 

jc&ued. 

•  iDiredochy  oiUc  it  within  Idi  tbSB  %  UiSk9  9itvti!!WlUkmJfmiaAstt^ 
rifli  ol  Kilmanivaig. 
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jeftured*.  Of  tbe  s^ra,  hiftory,  and  ofe  of  this  place,  tradi- 
tion is  totally  filent.  And,  in  bft,  when  t|ie  hiftorj  of  In« 
verlochy  caftle  itfdf  is  involved  in  fp  mnch  oblcarity  and  fiu 
Ue,  no  wonder  that  its  watclutower  fliould  moulder  into  for- 
{etfiilnels  and  oUivionf* 

Emmmi  Mm.-"^^!  thefe  the  parifli  has  not  been  whoUj 
barren.  In  the  reign  of  James  I.,  flooriflied  Jamxs  Gamxaon, 
a  native  of  this  paiifli,  who  was  bilhop  of  Glafgow,  chancel- 
lor of  Scodand,  and  firft  nunifier  to  that  monarch.  He  was 
a  man  of  great  learning,  and  a  profound  ftatefman]:.«— In  the 
reign  of  Queen  Mary,  lived  Johx  Camerok,  minifter  of  Du- 
noon ;  a  perfou  of  great  probity  and  learning,  and  father  to 
the  '*  great  Gamxron,  who  was  then  the  moft  famous  Protef- 
^*  tant  divine  livmg.  He  paft  his  younger  years  In  the  Uni- 
f^  verfity  of  Glafgow ;  and  leaving  his  own  country,  when  he 
f*  was  very  young,  he  arrived  at  Bourdeaux  in  x66o,  where 
M  he  was  much  noticed  for  his  great  qualities  and  progreis  in 
^'  learning.  He  taught  divinity,  for  three  years,  at  Lamur, 
f^  and  feemed  to  embrace  the  opinion  of  Arminius,  in  fupport 
**  of  which  he  publiihed  many  treatifes." — Sir  Ewek  Game* 
EOK  was  bom  in  1619,  and  died  in  1719.  Of  this  gentle- 
man, the  author  of  this  article  could  fay  much,  having  mate- 
rials in  his  hands  for  fevtral  pages}.  John  Inkes,  another  na- 
tive of  this  parifli,  is  well  known  to  the  medical  ftudent,  by 
his  Ttrta^/i  an  thfc  Mufcks^  and  his  anatosoical  tables  of  the 

human 


*  See  sn  accooai  of  fitriiied  fiirti,  pabltlhed  by  Alexander  Frafer  Tytler» 

Biq. 

f  Kocwtthftaading  thefe  firagmenU  of  andent  fortification,  there  haTe  bees 

po  battles,  in  thii  pariih,  of  any  cooie^ncnce ;  bat  frequent  ftirmiJhet  betwees 

the  clam,  Camrnm  and  M^ItthJb^ 

'    I  KUb  Buchanan,  b.  XI. 

$  8eesgoo4sccoii&t  ofhimtoPeos&t'iToar,iccofideditisn. 
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hmman  bodjr--^The  lad  flaan  of  g«niiQa«  bom  in  the  pM&« 
whom  we  ihsdl  neotioo,  is  Mr.  Robert  GaaTi  who  bid  im 
to  (hine,  bad  he  lived  ^  hot,  beiag  bora  with  a  delicate  eon* 
(litvtion,  he  literally  fell  a  iacrifice  to  bia  thofi  for  litcraruct. 
He  died  at  Ediobargh,  6th  January  1791^ 

jidvantaggi  and  Di/aihaMlag9i.^^Tke  great  eJttCBt  «f  fea 
(bore  has  beeo  already  mentioned  as  an  advaii|age  to  the  pa- 
rilh;  nor  are  the  mild  wintersi  and  the  eafy  oommttaicatio& 
with  other  ^rta  of  the  world,  among  the  leaft  of  them*  The 
pariih,  in  general,  b  well  provided  with  excellent  peats,  which 
is  the  chief  fuel  that  is  ufed.  Fort*William,  however,  is  ill 
fupplied  with  this  neceflary  article.  And,  indeed,  were  the 
duty  taken  off  coals,  none  who  live  upon  the  ihore  would  barn 
any  other  fuel,  ThuSg  much  time,  that  is  now  unavoidably 
taken  up  in  procuring  the  article  of  fire,  would  be  faved ;  an4 
many  hands  might  be  employed  in  fifliing,  and  other  afefnl 
occupations,  that,  at  prefent,  are  n^glefted*  Another  great 
difadvantage,  but  not  peculiar  to  this  parifli  alone,  is  the  duty 
lipon  £ilt.  There  are. other  inconveniences  and  di£id vanta- 
ges, that  are  peculiar  to  this  parifli,  efpecially  to  Fort» William 
and  Maryburgh,  but  which  could  be  removed  without  Miy 
great  expence.    Some  of  thefe  are,  the  want  of  a  ^uay,  of  a 

regahi^ 

*  In  a  few  dajt  &fter»  the  following  chancer  of  him  appeared  in  the  pcpets : 
«  On  Sunday  lad  died  here,  at  the  age  of  10,  Mr.  Robert  Oraf  of  Lofi,  lase 
*■  prcfident  of  the  Ro)'al  Medical  and  Royal  Phyiical  Societies,  Edinbnrgh,  roeft 
••  fincerely  lamented  by  the  whole  Univerfity.  It  it  difficult  to  fay,  whecber 
<*  aaore  adnuration  wa«  txciced  by  hit  acquifltion  in  tfvary  brandl  of  kSttux^  u 
*'  fo  early  a  period,  or  more  lore  and  efteem  by  the  fincerity  and  diflntcreftedneft 
**  of  hia  friendihip,  joined  to  the  Aoft  amiable  and  engaging  manners.  The 
«*  hear^>fdt  grief  of  his  fellow  ftndentt,  wh6  ha^  often  been  debghted  by  kii 
"*  eloquence,  and  inftruded  by  his  erudition,  i«  the  moft  unequivocal  teftunony 
**  to  hit  worth,  and  will  long  continue  to  be  the  mofi  flatterhig  tribyte  to  his  me- 
^  rtt,  thongh  ie  auvy  e^Aieftr  die  loft  fiiibin«d  hf  hh  rdationi.'* 
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regular  weekly  market,  of  good  water,  of  a  taimerj,  of  a 
faw  mill,  and  of  a  mamifafiorjr. 

Profofed  Improviments. — In  ftormj  weather,  vefiels,  lying 
at  Fort  William,  are  oUiged  to  vnmoor,  and  croTs  to  the  op« 
pofite  (hore:  where,  indeed,  there  is  a  pretty  fafe  harbour,  and 
good  anchorage,  called  Camufnugaul.  This  is  always  attend- 
ed with  additional  expenee  and  lofa  of  time,  and  fometimea 
the  veflek  receive  damage  npon  the  banks.  All  this  eoald 
be  aroided,  if  only  4001.  were  laid  oat  ii4bnildiag  a  proper 
quay.  But,  fmallas  this  fum  is,  the  merchants  of  Fort  WiU 
liam  are  unable  to  adrance  it.  The  Duke  of  Gordon,  ^dio 
Is  proprietor  of  the  place,  is  the  only  perfon  from  whom 
ailiftance  can  be  ezpeftcd.  But  the  neceffity,  or  utility  of 
fuch  a  work,  has  never  been  repre&nted  to  him.  There  is  a 
Hill  greater  necei&ty  of  eftabliihiag  at  Fort  William,  a  weekly 
market  for  butcher  meat  and  other  articles.  For  want  of 
this,  pedple  feldom  have  it  in  their  power  to  purchafe  fre(h 
meat;  aad  all  winter  andfpring  they  feed  npon  fait  provifions* 
This  could  be  eafily  remedied,  and  Ibme  of  the  neighbouring 
(heep  fanners  would  find  it  their  intereft,  were  they  to  fell 
fome  of  their  flock  to  a  butcher  in  the  place. 

Abundance  of  good  water  could  eafily,  and  at  a  fmall  ex- 
pence,  be  condu&ed  by  pipes.  This  ought  to  be  done  by 
Groremment,  becaufe  the  garrifon  is  much  worfe  fupplied 
than  the  Tillage.— -The  only  objeAion,  againft  a  tannery,  is, 
that  there  are  too  few  cattle  killed  in  the  country,  for  keeping 
fuch  a  work  going.  But,  then,  would  it  not  be  an  eafy  mat- 
ter to  import  undre^ed  hides,  and  to  tan  them  here  ?  This 
is  done  in  Either  places. — Againft  the  erefiidn  of  a  faw  mill, 
there  can  be  no  folid  objeAion.  There  was  one  formerly  on 
the  river  Archaig  \  but  it  did  not  anfwer  the  purpofe,  on  ac- 
count of  us  diftance  from  the  garrifon  %  and  was  therefore 
Vol.  VIIL  3  K  difcontmued 
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difcoadnoed.  A  vaft  quantity  of  timber  is  imported  yearlj 
to  Fort  William,  and  6  (awert  are  conftandjr  employed  mboot 
it:  Whereas  a  mill  would  law  more  in  a  few  days,  than  all 
the  6  would  do  in  a  twelvemonth.  It  flionld  be  boik  upoa 
the  Nevis,  within  a  few  yards  of  die  foot. 

What  would  be  of  ftill  greater- benefit  to  tlMS  pariih,  and 
likewife  to  all  the  furrounding  countries,  would  be  the  eb- 
bliihment  of  a  manufaftory  of  coarfe  woollen  cloth.  If 
nations  confider  the  exportation  of  raw  materials,  as  one  of  the 
greateft  dtfadvantages  and  mbfiDrtunes,  is  it  not  to  be  rcgtet- 
ted,  that  io,coo  ftones  of  wool  fhouM  be  annually  exported, 
from  this  parifli  alone,  to  Liverpool,  and  other  ports  of  Eng- 
land,  whence  it  is  fometimea  returned  to  ourfelves,  after  it  is 
wrought  into  cloth  ?  Thus  the  Englifli  manu&Aarer  sad 
merchant  are  enriched  by  the  produce  of  our  country^  whik 
hundreds  of  our  own  people  are  idle  and  unemployed  through- 
out the  whole  year*. 

•   But  the  improvement  that  would  be  of  the  greateft  advto* 
tage  to  the  pariih,  and  indeed  to  the  whole  kingdom^  would 


*  This  atreme  Ur£i»ffi  im  imfinvmmit  mnft,  in  a  great  degKe,  be  attrAalxi 
t<Kthe  want  of  public  fpirit,  aad  of  liberal  fcntimentt,  in  many  of  the  ImdhoUm; 
for  whofe  benefit  it  may  not  be  improper  to  infert  the  IbUowinf  Unci,  cose- 
pofed  €Ktiw^9M,  a  few  years  ago,  by  a  gentleman,  a  highland  proprietor,  «k& 
at  LaurcncekiA,  on  his  way  to  Edinburgh,  by  way  of  apoftra^  to  Lai 

GAaDEWSTONE : 

**  If  Rome,  from  a  dirty  and  mean  paultiy  villagey 
••  Arofe  to  fnch  gnmdenr,  by  plunder  and  pillage, 
"  What  may  not  the  Patron  of  LAuuMctKiaK  hope, 
"  Before  arts  and  fcience  and  induftry  drop  ? 
'*  Had  our  Lords,  or  our  Lairds,  but  the  half  of  thy  merit» 
'  «  The  tenth  of  thy  fenfe,  or  the  twelfth  of  thy  (pint; 
"  Our  poor  woiUd  be  rich,  and  our  rich  would  be  greats 
^  And  ^oite  iadependeat  of  minions  of  iUte»*' 
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be,  to  cut  a  canal  between  the  weft  and  eaft  Cms.  Without 
aid  from  government,  it  is  too  great  an  undertaking  for  pri- 
vate individuals.  It  could  eafily  be  accompliihed  ;  for  there 
are  3  large  lakes  intervening,  viz.  Lochy,  Oich,  and  Nefs, 
where  fliips  of  the  line  might  fail.  Two  miles  of  dry  land 
are  the  utmoft  diftaace,  following  the  courfe  of  the  lakes  and 
rivers  iflumg  from  them,  betwixt  Fort  William  and  Invemefs. 
The  channels  of  the  rivers  would  require  to  be  made  deeper 
and  wider^  and  in  fome  places,  no  doubt,  altered  entirelj. 
Were  this  paflage  opened,  the  long  and  dangerous  navigation 
by  the  Pentland  Frith  would  be  avoided.— Anodier  canal,  from 
ihe  bead  of  Locheile  to  Loch  Sheil,  would  be  of  very  great  ad« 
vantage  to  this  parifli.  The  diftaoce,  between  thefe  two  lochst 
is  between  3  and  4  miles  of  a  foft  mold.  From  Lioch  Sheil  a 
river  runs  into  the  fea  of  about  a  mile  long.  The  benefit  of 
fach  a  canal  would  be  experienced  by  all  navlgatorst  going 
from  the  north  to  the  Clyde ;  the  dangerous  point  of  Ardna* 
murchan  would  not  then  be  dreaded  by  them. 

Mtutmr  0/*  limng  prior  to  the  year  X764.«*^A11  the  arable 
ground  was  carefully  cultivated,  and  fowed,  moftly  with  oats* 
If  the  retoma  were  few,  the  rents  were  low«  Farms  were 
divided  into  fmall  proportions  among  the  occupants ;  yet  their 
cattle  were  grazed  in  common,  every  tenant  having  cattle  in 
proportiott  to  the  fliare  of  rent  which  he  paid.  The  cattle 
ivere  nevertfae)e£i  appropiated,  and  each  bad  his  own,  and 
their  frutu.  Befides  black  cattle,  they  had  a  few  iheep  and 
goats }  out  of  which,  they  could,  at  any  time,  afford  to  take 
part  for  the  ufe  of  their  families.  And,  as  they  had  plenty 
of  i&ilk,  butter  and  cheefe,  and  a  good  deal  of  oats,  the^ 
lived  very  comforubly.  In  return,  they  were  always  ready 
to  perform  for  their  landlords  every  kind  of  fervice*  Thia 
^aa  rarely  an  involuntary  fervice.    For^  when  they  had  the 

3K2  fielxcity 
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felicitjr  to  have  ft  gQo4  nyaftcr,  their  attachmeat  to  him  was 
ftrong  and  ardene.  Inftanoes  of  fuch  are  freik  ia  the  memory 
of  tmnj  living :  and  there  have  been  prQfrietor^^  uAo  ntver 
removed  a  tenant  5  and  tenamts^  who  never  fought  a  difcharf 
for  their  rents.  Landlords,  when  indulgent,  a&nallj  poffefled 
all  the  authority  and  love  of  a  magiftrate,  of  a  protedor  and 
a  father.  In  tho£e  dajs,  however,  the  teaanta  weie  ill  lodged, 
and  as  ill  clothed. 

Manner  ofBwng  upon  Sheep  Farmi^  anno  X79i^-^The  pec 
pie  fubfift,  as  maj  aaturallj  be  expefted,  in  a  great  meafoie, 
upon  the  effah  of  the  flock.  If  they  live  apart,  as  herds, 
they  have  each  a  ftone  of  oae-meal  per  week,  from  the  pof- 
feflbr,  together  with  grab  for  %  cows,  and  70  iheep  $  aod 
they  may  plant  as  much  potatoes,  for  thcdr  own  nfe,  as  thej 
can  cultivate.^  They  live  very  comfortably,  and  geoer^y 
&ve  fome  money.  Thty  are  well  aceooMaodited  lA  dotfacs 
arid  bedding  \  which  is  a  confeqoence  of  therr  mors  ezteafire 
commerce  with^-the  world,  and  of  the  abnndsmce  of  wool 
Travelling  the  hills,  to  look  after  the  Iheep,  is  their  ufual  em- 
ployment ;  excepting  at  the  fmearingaad  ihearing  feafenSyWhea 
they  gather  them  all  down  to  the  low  grounds,  and  take  then 
by  parods  for  thefii  pm'pofeB«->->Shepherds,  who  live  in  diei 
snafters  houfes,  have  their  maintenance,  and  graft  for  70  flbctpi 
or  £»•  Their  allowance  and  proftts  ate  £ir  fuperiov  to  thoii 
of  domeftic  wofk  fervaots.  Their  ikeep  are  marked  fof 
Aenalblvts^  and  the  product  iidd  commonly  wkh  the  aaaftex^ 
and  at  the  fame  price*. 

ChetreiBer, 

*  Servaou  ue  kopt,  eitlicr  f«r  tending  and  managing  flieep,  or  for  black  cii- 
d*.  The  former  are  few  ia  proportion  :  two  (hepberds  are  faffident  for  as; 
ordinary  farm,  capable  of  grazing  1^60  iheep.  If  tiiey  live  in  ihcir  inafter'i 
boufe,  they  have,  hefides  their  maintenance,  graft  for  70  ftecp.  If  the  frep> 
berd  1m  manied,  and  keip  a  family  of  hiaowD,ba  Imgiafirlbracow,  aad6fi 
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Mariial  Spirit^^Affon  the  fea  cottfl,  the  people  are  fond  of 
a  fea^'faring  life.  Their  difpofitiooy  however,  leads  them  to 
dcUght  more  ia  the  found  of  the  pipe,  and  in  the  clang  o£ 
arms,  than  in  the  majefty  of  the  tempeft ;  thinking  it  more 
honourable  to  ferve  in  the  field  of  Mars,  than  in  the  empire 
of  Neptune.  B7  an  authentic  tegiftcr,  it  appears,  that,  during 
the  war  in  1756,  ILilmalie  and  Bjlmanivaig  pariihes,  between 
them,  fumiihed  750  men  to  the  armj  and  navy.  It  is  almoft 
oeedleis  to  faj,  that  the  natives  of  Lochaber  prefer  enlifting 
10  Highland  regiments;  and  it  is  perhaps  equally  fo  to  mention, 
what  valour  and  eonduft  they  have  difplayed,  and  what  glory 
tbey  have  acquired,  under  prudent  commanders.  The  Legif* 
latnre  would  then  furely  aft  wifely,  by  encouraging  fuch  a  ufo* 
ftJi  and  warlike  body  of  men«  to  remain  in  their  native  country* 
No  ftept  however,'has  hitherto  been  taken  for  that  purpoCe  | 
and  the  fyflem  adopted  by  the  landlords,  of  farming  theiff 

edatest 


Ihecp.  or  thereabout,  and  a  fione  of  meal  per  week  t  All  of  which  are  equal 
to  about  sol.— If  a  fetvant  be  employed  for  the  pnrpofet  of  huflandry,  and 
fires  by  himldf»  with  a  faifiily,  but  ready  to  anfwer  whsn  caQcd  oo.  to  ailift 
dithswoAof  tbe£ni»  heia  paidatfeUewir  » 

Gra&  for  %  cowb»  haloed  at  •  -  •  -L.SIOO 
Ditto  for  so  (heep,  valued  at«  -  •  •SOO 
I«andtfor  potatoes,  Su.  Tallied  at*  -  •  -too 
Matmeaance,  when  working  for  his  maAerv  Taloed  at  -  3  lo  o 
Oat«ual,  3  x«halC  boUs,Talnedat  -  -  •  -  s  s8  4 
Cafli, 500 


L.I6  s8    4 
He  has  alio  the  ufe  of  las  mafter^s  horics. 

Opoa  black  cattle  farms,  the  wages  are  ibfluthiog  different.  DomeiUc  fer» 
mam  mm  ham  from  jL  to  6L 1  women,  from  50*.  to  3L  In  harreft,  or  in 
fimeaf  ommg  peus,  thcmeahsse  sa»perdsy,  sod  the  womea  liremM.«o 
Zd^  with  their  diooer. 
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eftates,  tends  to  extirpate  and  compel  them  to  feek  bread  ia 
ibreigii  climes.  Admitting  that  they  receive  employment  ia 
the  Low  Countries,  debility  and  efemiaacy  wonld  there  Iboo 
cztinguilb  their  heroic  fpirit  and  martial  ardour. 

MifceUamoMOifirvaiioH** — The  greateft  heigbty  wbidi  a&y 
individnalin  the  parifii  has  attained,  is  6  feet  7t  incbes«  widi- 
•at  flioes  and  ftockings.  The  general  fixe  of  the  people  is  5  leet 
7t  inches;  they  are  tight  and  weU*built. — ^Thereare  2  four  wheel 
chaifes,  one  of  them  belonging  to  the  vintner  at  Fort  William, 
which  he  leu  to  travellers :  There  are  other  3  kinds  of  ma- 
chines  of  two  wheels  each  $  one  of  thefe  aUb  belongs  to  the 
fame  vintner.  There  ms^  be  about  two  dozen  carts.  Sledges 
are  chiefly  uled  in  leading  honae  hay  and  com.  Peats,  for 
the  moft  part,  are  carried  in  cteels  upon  borfeback.  ■  ■  Tlicrc 
are  between  80  and  100  boats  in  the  parifli.  Of  thefe,  €0 
belong  to  Maryburgh ;  where  there  are  alio  4  floops,  from  10 
to  40  tons,  and  x  brig  of  200  tons.— There  are  8  dated  fer- 
ries ;  5  of  which  are  on  the  fait  water. — Bridges  and  govern* 
ment  roads  are  in  a  good  date ;  but  the  country  roads,  which 
are  carried  on  at  the  ezpence  of  the  counties,  have  been,  and 
ftill  are,  much  negleded.  The  ftatute  hbour  is  commuted  at 
6d.  per  day. — ^In  1782  and  1783,  the  parifli  was  remarkably 
trell  fnpplied  with  provifions.  '  The  Duke  of  Gordon  fent 
two  cargoes  for  its  relief,  one  of  peaTe  meal,  and  the  other  of 
potatoes  f  and  the  Commif&oners  of  the  Annexed  Eftatea  fent 

two  more,  one  of  oats  and  peafe,  and  the  other  of  potatoes. 

There  are  no  ale-houfes  in  the  pariih,  but  many  wbiikj  re* 
tailers.  Indeed  they  are  fo  numerous,  that  they  are  anuifance, 
and  tend,  very  much,  to  encourage  idlenels,  and  to  corrupt 
the  morals  of  the  people.  In  Fort-Wiltiam  there  are  two 
inns ;  and,  in  almoil  every  other  houfe  in  Maryburgh,  whifky 
is  ield«-— There  are  4  fliidents  attending  univerfities.-i.Thc 

prevaiUog 
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prevsuliog  name  in  t&e  parifli  is  Cbj»#ro/i-^There  have  beea 
two  inilances  of  fuicide  *• 

NUMBER 


*  The  foBowing  charadter  of  the  pe*p1e»  drawn  up  by  a  friend  of  the  incnm- 
hent'ty  does  not  ieem  to  err,  on,  what  it  too  commonly  the  cafe,  the  fide  of  par<' 
tialkj ;  and  it  i«  therefore  given,  as  in  general  the  clergy  are  accufed  of  having 
tranfmitted  accounts^  rather  too  favourable^  of  the  manners  and  morals  of  their 
parifl&ionert. 

Charaatr  •/  tie  Pio^,^-^  They  are  (bmetimet  accufed  of  being  given  t* 
**  change ;  but  many  mftancei  of  Heady  and  unlhaken  friendihip  are  not  want- 
•*  ing.  In  profeffioos  of  kindnds  th^  are  profofe;  and  their  (Incerity,  in  gene> 
*■  ral,  is  more  to  be  depended  on,  than  is  nfoal  on  (bch  occafions.  They  are 
**  inquifitive,  but  (more  efpedally  after  having  had  the  advantage  of  fome  in- 
**  tercourle  vrith  the  world  at  large),  diftinguiflied  by  the  politenels  of  their 
**  manners,  and  the  infinuation  of  their  addrels  :  Fond  of  launtering  in  idlenefs^ 
**  but  lefs  addided  to  a  roving  life  than  heretofore :  Though  poor,,  inclined  t# 
•*  indolences  and  though  naturally  (agacions  and  intelligent,  yet  nee  in  general 
«*  learned :  Lefs  revengeful  and  implacable  than  formerly,  and,  now,  more  di^ 
**  pofed  to  determine  matters  by  litigation,  than  by  arms ;  family  dilTenfiona 
«*  imbitter  not  their  lives,  as  in  the  feudal  times :  Impatient  of  refiraint ;  yet, 
*'  when  under  a  proper  leader,  in  whom  they  have  confidence,  invincible  by 
**  fatigue,  cold,  or  hunger :  Intrepid,  equal  to  any  race  of  men  ever  known, 
**  in  the  midft  of  the  greateft  dangers :  Lefs  hofpitable  than  of  old,  {indeed 
**  the  old  exertions  of  hofpieality  are  not  now  fo  neceifary  as  formerly ;)  but 
**  when  fealb  are  prepared,  the  cheer  is  good :  Spirited  in  a  high  degree  to 
^  promote  works  of  public  utility :  Charitable  and  willing  to  relieve  the  dif- 
**  treflcd,  as  far  as  their  rircumfiances  will  admit  of:  Though  no  firangers  to 
^  the  power  and  influence  of  religion,  yet  rather  apt  to  undervalue  iu  holy 
**  ordinances:  Fond  of  fpirituoua  liquors,  yet  feldom  habitual  drunkards: 
^  They  deferve  praife  for  their  continence ;  bat  are  rather  addicted  to  fwear- 
**  ing.— Thefe  are  fome  of  the  predominant  traits;  and  though  there  muft  be 
**  a  great  variety  of  charafier  among  4,215  perfonti  yet  there  are,  in  chb  dt& 
**  cridfc,  no  tncoofiderable  proportion  of  perfons,  dtfUnguiihed  by  their  gene- 
«<  rofity,hunuuaty,difiAtereitedaeia,beBevok&ee,hofpiadtty,;te»pcraice,riet^ 
^  aad  religion.** 
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NUMBER   XXV. 
PARISH  OF  TORRYBURN. 

{County  and  Synod  oflift—PrtJbyUry  of  Dumfcrmliju) 
By  the  Rn.  Mr.  Davib  Balfouk. 


ErtOion  and  Namf. 

THE  pariiki  now  known  by  the  name  of  Torrjbani,  in* 
eludes  the  pariflies  of  Torry  and  Crombii.  Whea  their 
union  took  place,  cannot  be  afcertained ;  but  it  appears,  from 
certain  papers  relating  to  the  ftipend»  that  it  muft  have  been 
before  the  year  1623.  The  name  of  the  former,  Torr^,  figfii* 
fies,  in  Gaelic,  the  King^B  Height^  and,  with  the  addition  of 
hum^  the  Scotch  word  for  a  rivulet,  is  now  the  general  name 
of  both.  This  addition'  feems  to  have  been  fuggefted  bj  a 
fmall  ftream,  which  rund  along  the  fouth  eaft  part  of  the  prin- 
cipal village  in  the  parifhy  and  divides  the  two*  baronies  of 
Torr/  and  Crombie*. 

Situation 

3 
*  The  mmes  of  the  placet,  in  the  porUb,  af«  ptrtly  Snglilh,  and  partlf  Gaelk. 
The  EngUih  names  are  oprcfltve,  either  of  the  local  fitnatioD,  or  of  the  mne 

of 
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SiiuatiM  and  Extent.— It  lies  on  the  weftem  extremity  of 
the  countj  of  Fife.  Its  extent  is  inconiiderable,  being  only, 
from  £•  to  W.  about  a  mileii  the  fame  in  breadth  on  the 
eaft  quarter,  and  nearly  the  fame  on  the  weft,  if  the  )ands» 
which  are  in  the  parilh  onlj  quoad facra^  are  included.  From 
N.  W.  to  S.  £.  it  will  meafure  between  4  and  5  miles. 

Soil  and  Cultivation. — The  foil,  throughout  the  parifli,  is 
aaturally  good,  and  in  general  well  cultivated,  particularly  the 
lands  of  Torry,  all  of  which  are  inclofed,  and  in  the  higheft 
fiate  of  improvement.  Tbele  lands,,  when  laid  down  in  grab, 
make  excellent  pafturage.  The  fuccei&on  of  crops  on  the 
Tony  eftate,  (moft  of  which  is  at  prefent  in  the  hands  of  the 
proprietor),  is  in  general  as  follows :— turnips,  barley,  red 
clover,  wheat,  beans,  oats.  The  ground  is  well  dunged  for 
the  tuniips,  and  well  limed  for  the  wheat.  This  method  of 
cropping,  has  been  found  to  fucceed  very  well.  The  lands,  in 
general,  let  from  aos.  to  40s.  per  acre.— The  time  of  (owing 
peafe,  beans,  and  oats,  is  from  the  middle  of  March  till  the 
middle  of  April.     Barley  is  commonly  fown  in  the  month  of 
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mt  the  cngifial  proprietor.  Thus,  Mtar/Sdt^  fitnated  on  the  fide  of  a  moor ;  Grt^^ 
Cr^tf  fitoated  near  a  ftone  quarry ;  MUUoum  J?«tv,  a  row  of  houict  fitnated 
■car  where  a  mill  once  fiood;  KMrnahemd^  fitnated  on  the  top  of  a  rifing 
poood  I  AMMiJUU^  the  field  of  Ann.  The  OaeUc  namcf,  TVrrjr,  (ahore  mention- 
^){  ItuMwrnr^  %pUtifitmfrtm  sS/Imui  Dmmfim^  or  rather  ,/lm,  the  ridge  o£ 
Fingal,  and  piobablf  CnmHe  and  FH/mlit^^Thtxz  wen  two  perfons  belonging  to 
tbia  place,  who  accompanied  Lord  Anfon  in  hit  voyage  round  the  world,  in  the 
year*  i74X*S'j»  and  who  came  to  England  with  him  in  the  year  X744.  The 
proportion  of  prise-money,  which,  in  die  conrfie  of  this  espedition,  fell  to  the 
ihare  of  one  of  thefe  men.  was  pretty  confiderahle.  Upon  his  return  home,  he 
imrchaied  a  finall  piece  of  ground,  and  hailt  a  honfe  upon  it,  which  he  called 
Tmmm,  afier  the  hcantiivl  and  fertile  ifiand  of  that  name  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
attd  to  which  Che  crew  of  the  Cmimnm^  the  Commodore's  fiiip,  and  the  only 
remaining  one  of  the  f^iaadreOy  owed  their  prefemtieB. 
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't/lBjf  turnips  in  June,  and  ivheat  in  the  months  of  Septem^ 
and  Ofioher.  In  early  feafonsi  the  harveft  commences  about 
the  middle  of  Auguft ;  in  late  ones»  about  the  beginning  of 
September ;  and  the  crops  are  generally  got  in  bj  the  end  of 
OAober.-^Tn  the  year  178a,  the  fields  were  not  entirely  dear 
before  the  middle  of  November. 

Climate  and  Di/ea/a.^^Tht  fituation  of  Torrybum  is  healthy 
and  pleafant,  and  the  inhabitants  live  to  a  confiderable  age. 
There  are  feveral  perfons  to  be  found  at  prefent  above  So. 
There  are  no  difeafes  in  the  pariih  which  can  be  called  ende* 
mialf  or  peculiar  to  the  people.  They  are  fometimes  afiided 
with  fevers,  but  thefe  feldom  prove  mortal. 

Coals^  &c.— In  the  lands  of  Torry,  the  property  of  Sir 
William  EHkine,  there  are  many  different  feams  of  coal,  of 
various  qualities  and  thicknefs.  ^  Great  fields  of  thefe  coali 
are  ftill  to  work,  (particularly  the  main  coal  of  Terry,  which 
25  of  the  beft  quality),  but  they  are  all  under  level.  The  lands 
of  Crombie  were  found  to  contain  6  feams  of  coal,  of  a  quality 
much  the  fame  with  that  of  the  Newcaftle,  and,  like  it,  turn- 
ed out  fmall.  The  feams  above  the  level  are  wrought  ouL 
Parts  of  the  others  (till  remain,  but  cannot  be  wrought  but 
with  the  aflidance  of  a  powerful  engine.  The  following  table 
of  the  thicknelb  of  the  various  feams  of  coal,  in  both  eftates, 
was  fumiihed  by  a  gentleman,  who  was  proprietor  of  the  oi3e, 
|ind  had  a  leafe  of  the  other. 
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Beiide9  thefe  different  £eams,  there  is,  on  the  north  parts 
of  Torrj,  a  fine  parrot  coal,  in  thicknefs  4  feet,  which 
is  yerj  valuable^  and  is  faid  to  fell  in  the  London  market,  at 
a  higher  price  than  anj  other,— -There  is  alfo  very  good  iroa 
fione  in  the  pariih,  fome  of  which  has  been  wrought. 

Po/tfZs/ioif— This  parifliy  thoagh  inconiiderable  in  regard 
to  extent,  is  pretty  populous.  Upon  a  furvey  of  the  inhabit^ 
ants,  taken  lad  jear  (1791),  they  amounted  to  1,600  fouls.  The 
return  to  Dodor  Webfler  in  17559  was  Xy635«  The  follow- 
ing table  will  ihew  the  medium  of  marriages,  births,  and  bu- 
rials for  the  lad  20  years. 
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From  this  comparative  ftatement^  it  appears,  by  the  births^ 
that  the  population  of  the  parilh  has  been  upon  the  decreaftf 
during  the  laft  10  years,  which  .is  aftnally  the  cafe.  In  the 
firft  period,  the  coal  in  the  eftate  of  Crombie  was  wrought 
to  a  pretty  confiderable  extent  j  but,  when  it  began  to  fail, 
numbers  of  the  workmen  went  to  collieries  ih  the  neigh- 
bourhood; and  at  prefent,  very  few  families  of  them  remain  in 
the  pariih.  With  regard  to  the  deaths,  (the  mediums  of  whicht 
in  both  periods,  are  nearly  equal,  and  wbichi  in  the  lafty  ought 
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to  have  diminiihed  in  proportion),  it  mnft  be  obfervedt  ihki 
thofe  people  who  have  left  the  parifli,  ftiU  cootinae  to  barj 
their  dead  here,  whofe  interments,  without  diftindion,  nre  iiw 
ferted  in  the  regiQer,  along  with  thofe  of  aAual  pariihioocis. 
It  appears,  from  the  regifter  of  the  dead,  which  was  b^on  in 
this  pariih  in  Febmaiy  1696  %  that  in  the  year  1697,  114 
died ;  and  that  of  thefe,  76  died  in  the  months  of  Jannaxy, 
February,  March  and  April.  In  the  year  1699,  8z  died  ;  of 
whom  40  in  the  months  of  September,  Odober,  Norember 
and  December.  This  vaft  mortality  is  accounted  for  by  a 
dearth  f ,  which  prevailed,  more  or  le£s,  for  7  years  in  the  end 
of  laft  century  \  at  which  period  alfo,  great  numbers  of  fifli 
are  faid  to  have  been  thrown  in  upon  the  coaft ;  of  thcle  the 
people  eat  immediately  from  the  want  of  other  food,  and  there- 
by became  the  prey  of  dyfenteries,  and  other  putrid  difoiders. 
—The  great  body  of  the  people  is  compofed  of  day  labour- 
ers}, mechaniesi  andfailors. 

Profrieiors  and  Rent. — ^There  are  14  heritord  in  the  parifli, 
4  great,  and  10  fmall.  The  valued  rent,  as  appears  firom 
an  extrafi  taken  from  the  eels  books  of  the  county,  amounts 
to  5,1841.  Scotch.  There  are  fome  lands,  in  the  pariih  only 
quoad  facra^  the  valued  rent  of  which  is  8891.  3s.  4d.  Scotch. 

Cburcb  and  Scioals, ^^The  value  of  the  living,  indnding  a 
glebe  of  two  acres  and  a  half,  amounts  to  between  80L  and  90I. 

Sterling. 

*  The  medium  of  deaths  might  theo  be  about  si. 

f  The  meal  is  Hud  on  that  occafioo,  to  have  .been  fo  high  at  as.  per  peck. 

fDajr  labourers  eara>  io  fummcr,  xs.  per  day;  and,  in  winter,  9d.  or  rod. 
Wrights  and  mafons,  is.  6d. ;  and  the  wages  of  plowmen  are  from  61.  to  9L 
per  annum.  The  wages  of  women,  are,  for  turnip  weeding,  and  hij  maSiiig, 
^•1  «nd  ibearing  in  barte^  ^d.  and  8d.|  with  their  pivfifionf. 
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Sterling.  The  patron  is  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Erlkine  of  Car- 
nock,  one  of  the  minifters  of  Edinburgh. — There  is  a  good 
parochial  fchoolhere  for  the  following  branches  of  education: 
Latin,  Englilb,  writing,  arithmetic,  navigation  and  book« 
keeping  ;  befides  a  Sabbath  evening  (chool,  which  is  fnpport- 
ed  by  fubfcrlption,  and  is  at  prcfent  in  a  flouriihittg  condition, 
and  well  attended. 

Poor^—The  number  of  perfons  at  prefent  on  the  poor's 
joU  amounts  to  50  ;  15  of  thefe  receive  each  from  3d.  to  6d. 
per  week ;  other  15  are  allowed  4I.  Scotch,  to  enable  themt* 
defraj  their /houfe  rents;  and  the  remaining  ao  are  thofe, 
who,  though  in  le(s  indigent  circumftances,  ftand  in  need  of 
fome  affiftance,  and  receive  from  time  to  time,  according  as 
the  funds  wiU  allow.  The  funds,  from  whence  thefe  payments 
are  made,  arife,  chiefly,  from  the  weekly  colleftions  at  the 
church  doors,  and  the  profits  of  the  mortcloth,whRh  amount, 
in  all,  to  about  30I.  Sterling  yearly. 

Sbipfing  and  ^raJi.'^Tbcth  are  13  vefiels  belonging  to 
this  place,  viz.  z  fliip,  3  brigs,  and  9  floops  ;  whofe  burdens, 
put  together,  amount  to  upwards  of  1000  tons,  and  give  em- 
ployment to  about  70  feamen*  The  larger  vefiels  are  engag- 
#d  in  foreign  trade.  The  floops  are  coafters ;  but  fome  of  them 
occafionally  go  up  the  Baltic  for  wood  and  grain.  We  have 
a  pafiage  boats,  the  largeft  of  which  was  built  by  the  mer- 
chants of  Dunfermline,  principally  for  the  purpofe  of  tran- 
ipordng  to  Borrowftownnefli  their  manufafturcd  diapers,«which 
arc  brought  here  in  carts,  and  carried  to  London  by  the  Bor- 
xowftownneis  traders,  and  for  bringmg  over  the  goods,  which 
come  for  them  by  the  fame  conveyance :  And  the  other  is 
cbiefly  employed  in  importbg  commodities  fortheconfumption 
mf  the  inhabitants.    There  are  no  manufa&ures  ia  Ibe  parifli ; 

buc 
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bat  there  is  a  confiderable  qaaatity  of  7am  fpun  for  the  ma« 
aoCiAurers  in  Dunfermline^  which  brings  Into  circulation 
here,  to  the  amount  of  between  400L  and  50CL  Stediog  jeirlj* 

uia^sjwflitfi.— There  are  no  natural  curiofities  in  the  pariJii, 
and  its  antiquities  are  but  few.  In  a  pretty  extenfive  pbm 
field,  N.  £.  of  the  village  of  Torryburn,  there  is  a  flat  ftooe, 
raifed  upon  one  end|  of  a  ihape  nearly  oblong,  and  meafuriog, 
from  the  furfacc  to  the  top,  about  8  feet,  and  about  4f  is 
breadth.  Round  the  edge  of  it  there  is  a  deep  circle,  and  on 
each  of  the  fides  a  number  of  ridges,  all  of  which  wear  the 
appearance  of  art  and  antiquity.  At  about  18  or  ao  paces 
from  this  ftone,  there  is  a  number  of  fmaller  ones,  tvhlcbt 
from  their  prelent  pofitioo,  feem  to  have  formed  part  of  a 
circle.  This  place  is  thought  to  have  been  the  fcene  of  % 
battle  in  feme  former  period,  and  thefe  (tones  to  mark  tbe 
graves  of  fome  of  the  chiefs,  who  had  fallen  in  the  engage- 
ment. And  the  fuppoQtion  is  rendered  highly  probable 
by  the  name  which  it  dill  bears,  Ttott%ies,  which  is  evidcot* 
ly  a  corruption  of  the  Scotch  word  7»&iV,  which  figni&s  a 

In  the  church-yard,  there  is  part  of  an  epitaph,  whicb, 
from  its  fingularity,  and  at  the  fame  time  beautiful  fimpUcitji 
appears  well  worth  prefervation.  When  the  prefent  incum« 
bent  entered  to  his  benefice,  it  was  entire  upon  the  grave 
ftone ;  but  a  gentleman,  whofe  property  the  burying  gromtd 
now  is,  perhaps  from  inattention,  caufed  part  of  it  to  be 
erafed^  in  order  to  make  room  for  infertiog  the  deaths  of 
ibme  of  his  relations.  The  following  is  the  epitaph  in- 
tire,  as  originally  compofed. 


EPI- 
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EPITAPH.  .  ] 

^*  At  anchor  now,  in  Death's  dark  Road^ 

.  **  Rides  honeft  Captain  Hill, 
/*  Who  fervM  his  king,  and  fear'd  his  God, 
**  With  upright  heart  and  will. 

**  In  iToci^l  life  fincere  and  juft, 

**  To  vice  of  no  kind  given ; 
**  So  that  his  better  part,  we  truft, 

**  Hath  made  the  Fo&x  of  Heaven.** 
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NUMBER    XZVI. 

PARISH  OF  FERR Y-PORT-ON-CRAIG. 

(County  and  Synod  of  Fifi^-^FrtJhyUry  of  St.  Anirem^s^ 

My  tbi  Rn.  Robert  Dalolush  if  Scaifcrmg^  D*  D. 
Mimiftir  of  tbefaid  Parifb. 


EnOwn  and  Name* 


THIS  parifli  was  erefted  bj  an  a  A  of  the  i8th  parliament 
of  King  James  VI.  in  the  year  z6o6.  There  is  a  tn- 
dition,  that  the  village  Ferrj-Port-on^Cratg  belonged  to  the 
neighbouring  parifli  of  Leucbars,  previous  to  that  period,  and 
had  a  chapel  of  eafe,  though  no  record  can  be  found  old  enongh 
to  authenticate  this  faft.  So  ftrooglj  is  the  tradition  thereof 
imprefled  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  that  the  fappofed 
foundation  of  this  chapel,  ever  fince  that  diftant  period,  bts 
to  this  daj  remained  tinplowed,  in  the  midil  of  a  well  cul- 
tivated field,  named  the  CbaptL — ^The  parifli  has  its  name 
from  its  local  fituation.  There  is  a  public  pafiage  over  the 
Taj,  from  the  village  of  Fcrry-Port^on-Craig  on  the  foudi, 
to  Broughtj  Caftle,  which  (lands  oppofite,  on  the  north  bank 
of  the  river.  This  paiTage  was  named  Firry^Port^'OU^Crmg, 
to  diftinguifli  it  from  the  manj  other  ferries  in  this  part  of 
Scotland*  There  being  at  that  time  no  pier,  or  quay,  on  either 

fide 
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lide  of  tbe  river,  where  the  paflkge  boats  might  (hip  pafiengei^g 
or  horfes,  it  was  the  ciiftoni  to  boat  hotfei  at  the  point  of  a 
rra/jfy  or  rock,  whence  the  name  tirrJ^''P6rt-6»^Cratg* 

# 

Firry. — Before  the  bridge  was  built  over  the  Tay  at  Perth,- 
this  paffiige  ^z%  much  frequented  bjr  pcrfons  of  all  ranks ; 
but  fince  that  period,  fewer  peqpid  travel  this  waj,  and  the 
road  has  become  almoQ  deferted.  Tlie  drovers,  however,  (till 
frequentlj  paCs  here,  having  gobd*  Conveniencj  for  their  cat- 
tle on  both  fides  of  the  river.  It  i5,  indeed,  efteemed  one 
of  the  £ifeft  paiiages  over  the  Taj,  there  being  no  infiance 
(in  the  memory  of  the  oldeft  man  alive},  of  a  paiTage  boat 
being  caft  away  'craiSng  fromi  the  viUage  of  Ferry-Port-on- 
Craig  to  Bnichty  Caftle  \  thou|tf  the  river  at  this  paflagq 
is  reckoned  two  miles  broad.  The  pirefcot  freight  for  a  man 
is  ad.  }'and  for  al  horfe  4d.,'  when  they  go  id  the  birth  boat*. 
It  Was  ofted  fodnd  <b  inconvenieitt  and  dangerous  to  boat 
liorles  from  a  tagged  eraig^  that  the  Legiflature  interpoTed 
their  authcd-ity,  ordaining  th^ferriets  to  make  Brigges  to  their 
boats,'  (by  which  is  meant  a  kind  of  timber  platform,  to  be 
laid  from  the  oioft  proper  part  of  the  craig,  to  the  gunwale  of 
the  boat),  foit  (hipping  horfes  with  more  eafe  and  fafety. 
'tliefie  brtggs  were  always  ufed  at  this  paflage,  till  fome  time 
iftgo^  that  piers  were  bnilt  for  the  couvenience  of  pailcngers, 
and  fecnrity  of  horfes ;  but  the  brigges  are  Aill  kept,  and 
ofed  occa^onally  at  times,  when  high  winds  and  tides  oblige 

Vox..  VIII.  3  M  the 

*  There  U  an  a^  of  the  7th  parliament  of  Kinf  Jfamcs  III.  held  at  Edin* 
borgb,  May  9th  1474,  itaulating  other  pailages,  and  extended  to  thii  in  theCe 
^rords:  "  And  at  the  ^ott'im'Craigi,  ane  penny  for  the  man,  and  the  horie  ane 
**  penny :  And  qnhat  ferriefi  that  doii  in  the  contrarie,  (all  pay  fourty  (hillinga 
•'  to  the  King,  and  his  perfon  prifoned  at  the  will  of  the  King  :  And  that  the 
•*  Jierrien  make  brigges  to  their  boatet,  after  the  forme  of  the  afti  maid  of  be- 
'*  lore,  vsder  the  paine  conteined  in  the  (amin,** 
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the  boatnen  to  (hip  horfes  at  a  rock  or  craig.  This  patfa^ 
if  4  miles  farther  eaftward,  and  nearer  the  ooean  and  month 
of  the  river,  than  the  pailage  at  Dundee.  It  is  private  pro* 
pertjy  faaing  part  of  the  eftate  of  Scotlcraig. 

Siimaiion^  Surfact^  Vittagt^  t^c^^-Aliis  parifli  is  fitnated  od 
the  fottth  fide  of  the  river  l^y^  and  ftretches  along  the  foadi 
bank  of  the  river«  from  its  months  where  it  empties  itfclf 
into  the  German  ocean,  5  ftatnte  miles  from  I:,  to  W.  It  is 
irregular  as  to  iu  breadth  from  N.  to  S««  being  in  fome  plaon 
one  mile,  and  at  other  places  not  above  half  a  mile  broad* 
On  the  £•  the  fur£ice  is  flat  and  low.  Though  there  are  no 
remarkable  mountainst  yet  towards  the  W.  it  is  high  and 
socky,  where  the  hiUs  have  not  foil  enough  for  culdvation/ 
They  are  moftly  covered  vrlth  whins  and  ihort  grafs,  the 
bare  rocks  Appearing  but  in  few  places*  Where  the  paxifli  is 
bounded  by  the  German  oeean,  the  ihore  is  fandy  \  but  where 
it  is  bounded  by  the  river,  it  varies,  being  in  fome  places 
landy,  in  others  covered  with  fea  gravel.  At  the  village  it  is 
a  rocky  ihore.  The  parifli  contains  the  boufe  of  Scotfcraig, 
(where  the  family  refides),  four  farms,  with  their  cottarics, 
and  the  village  of  FerryPoruon-^Cnug,  from  wheoce  the 
pariih  has  its  name.  The  greateft  number  of  the  pariihiooers 
live  in  the  Ferry,  where  the  church  and  manfe  are  both  iitu- 
ated,  and  are  very  centrical  for  the  parifliioners. 

Extentf  &f7,  and  Product. ^From  a  map  of  the  pariih, 
it  appears  there  are  in  it  2,026  Scotch  acres.  The  (oil  is  of 
various  kinds,  confifting  of  clay,  flrong  and  light  loam,  land, 
and  links;  The  crops  that  are  heft  adapted  for  the  clay, 
to  produce  the  greateft  profit,  are,  wheat,  beans,  barley, 
grafs,  and  oats.  Flax  is  fown  to  very  good  advantage  ;  bot, 
on  the  whde,  it  is  rather  an  uncertain  crop  $  it  likewife  pro- 
daces 
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4l«ces  potatoes,  but  the  quality  is  generally  not  fo  good  as  ia 
light  foils.  The  f^rong  loam  flands  on  a  whin  rock  s  and,  where 
there  is  fufficieqcy  of  foil,  it  produces  wheat,  oats,  beans,  bar- 
ley, grafs  an4  potatoes,  in  great  perfe&ion.  Elaz  is  femetimes 
fown  on  this  foil^  but  feldom  proves  a  good  crop.  The  light 
loam  is  founded  on  land,  and  produces  barley,  grafs,  oats,  po- 
tatoes, turnips  and  fiaz.  This  foil  produces  the  two  laft  arti-r ' 
cles,  in  a  moid  feafon,  very  abundantly ;  but  when  long  traAs 
p£  dry  weather  take  place*  they  prove  but  poor  crops.  The 
land  produces  barley,  grafs,  oats,  rye,  turnips  and  flax ;  all 
whic^  crops,  in  a  fivourable  feafon,  torn  out  £|r  beyond  what 
a  ftranger  to  the  nature  of  the  (oil  could  imagine.  The  fl^ 
JQ  particular,  turns  out  to  be  a  very  lucrative  ctopt  The  ' 
links  produce  a  kind  of  pafture  for  cattle  and  iheept  and  i^f- 
ford  accommodation  for  the  grey  rabbits,  lyhicb*  within  thefe 
few  years,  have  turned  out  very  valuable  to  the  poiTeflbrs,  oa 
account  of  the  extraordinary  demand  fpr  their  ikios,  whi9l| 
fold  at  8s.  Sterling  per  ii^axa  laft  year, 

Cubivation^  Cattle^  Exports  and  Imports^  He. — All  the 
tenants  now  ufe  only  ploughs  drawn  by  two  horfes  ;  one  man 
both  holds  the  plough,  and  drives  the  horfes  with  a  pair  ojE 
long  reins.  In  driving  their  com  and  dung,  they  ufe  carta 
drawn  by  two  horfes.  The  farmers  in  the  country  employ 
x^  ploughs.  Cultivating  the  acres  occupied  by  the  feu- 
ars  in  the  Ferry,  gives  fnflkient  employment  to  3  more,  which 
makes  the  number  of  ploughs  ufed  in  the  whole  pariih  amount 
to  ao.—- There  are  61  ni^orking  horfes*  The  greatnefs  of  their 
number  is  oiwing  to  the  villagers  in  the  Ferry,  keeping  more 
horfes  than  would  be  fuflicient  for  the  cultivation  of  the  land 
they  pofie(s,  were  they  always  employed  in  agriculture ;  but 
they  frequently  ufe  them  in  driving  coals  for  hire,  and  fuch 
4ii^e  work.— Aoly  x  farmer  keeps  a  flock;  they  are  of  the  fmall 
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white  deed  bracd^  ^xA  weigh  at  m  average  «i  ponnds  the 
whole  carcafe.  The  fatae  breed  haa  been  kept  rst  that  farm 
for  niaoj  years  paft,  without  any  cbepge.  The  Cumers  have 
ia  all  aboat  a'40  flieep ;  they  produce  excellent  wool,  which 
i^  fold  to  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  at  about  xjt.  Ster^ 
ling  the  ftone  weight.  The  parilh  e^portf  barley,  and  imporu 
*  oat-meal  f. 

Climaie  amd  Di/ta/is.'^^The  air  is  reckoned  very  wbolefome. 
The  people  are  cenerally  healthy.  Epidemical  diftemi>ers  fcU 
dom  rage  here ;  the  beft  evidence  of  the  falttbrity  of  the  air  is, 
that  during  *the  incnmbeney  of  the  prefent  minifter,  there 
bave  always  been  in  the  village  fome  old  people  of  80  years 
and  upwards.  There  i^re  feyeral  of  that  age  alive  jnft  now 
(OAober  5th  fjgi).  About  ao  years  ago,  the  ague  was  fb 
frequent,  that  few  people  efcaped  it,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree 
•t  fome  period  of  life  ^  but  for  fome  years  paft,  it  has  fcarcelj 
made  its  appearance.  Kheumttifxns  ^nd  nervous  difordcr^ 
pre  now  n^oft  prevalent, 

F|^(«rirj— There  are  confiderable  fiilmoii  iifliings  m  ibt 
river  Tay,  oppofite  to  this  parifli.  The  lalmon  is  efteemed 
of  a  good  quality,  being  taken  fp  near  the  ocean.  They  are 
fold  to  the  Perth  merchants,  who  fend  them  to^  the  London 
market.  Thcfe  fifliings  afford  fummer  employment  for  feveial 
bands,  and  oftte  yield  them  great  returns  for  their  laboor, 
and  the  expence  laid  out  in  preparing  their  nets  and  other  ap- 
paratus 

*  Id  ordinary  feafons,  the  y^htM  ftcd  coHtinoei  feom  the  midd^  of  Scptem- 
htr  to  the  end  of  OAober ;  the  rye  is  Town  Irom  t]M>ut  the  15th  to  the  ajth 
of  Movember ;  oati,  peafe,  and  beans,  from  the  lith  March  to  the  end  o£ 
April ;  poutoes  are  planted  from  the  15  th  to  the  end  of  ^|iril  s  barley  ia  fown 
dvring  the  month  of  May ;  turnip*  dnring  the  month  of  June.  The  faarveft  it 
rather  early;  but  in  wet  fcafona,  the  harreft  ia  both  hte,  and  very  oDcertain* 
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puatns  for  the  fifliing ;  but  they  are  not  eqnsHj  produftive 
every  feafoo.  They  do  not  begia  to  iik  for  fidaon,  in 
thb  part  of  the  river,  till  about  thp  end  of  April  \  and  they 
^ve  over  the  a6th  of  Anguft,  There  is  only  one  boat'a 
crew  engaged  in  the  white  fifliery.  The  fiihing  ground  for 
white  fifli  19  moftly  without  the  river*  Thfe  fifliermen  cany 
their  fifli  to  Pundee  ;  fo  that  the  price  of  the  fonll  qilantiqr 
fold  here,  is  regulated  by  the  market  there ;  but  this  fifliing 
has  failed  much  for  fome  years  paft.  In  the  fummtr  nipnthi, 
great  numbers  of  finall  flounders  are  caught  in  this  part  «£ 
the  riyeri  as  any  perfon  is  permitted  to  ufe  hand  lines  in  that 
^ing.  It  is  very  ufeful  to  th^  poor  people,  who  have  an  op- 
portunity of  fupplying  their  families  with  thefe  fiih,  at  no 
expence*  On  the  Touth  fide  of  this  part  of  the  Tay,  there  is 
^Jtalp  of  a  (mail  kind  of.  muflels,  efleemed  good  bait  for  the 
white  fifli  \  they  are  purchafed  for  that  purpofe  by  the  fiiher« 
men  in  the  neighbourhood^  In  the  lands  there  is  alfo  plenty  of 
fea  worms,  which  the  fifhermen  call  Lugg^  and  prefer  them 
even  to  mu^eb  for  bait  in  Hbk  fummer  feafim;  but  thefe 
worms  fink  lb  deep  in  the  land  in  winter,  that  they  cannot 
be  got.  Thefe  fmaU  muflels  are,  therefore,  the  only  bait  ufed 
for  the  white  filhingi  in  winter. 

Migratory  Birdi.'^hStvenli  kinds  of  fea  fowls  frequent  the 
ihore  during  winter.  Every  year,  about  the  month  of  April, 
they  teave  the  coaft,  to  go  and  hatch  their  yoiittg.  They  re- 
turn again  in  thp  month  of  Auguft,  and  continue  in  this 
country  till  April,  when  they  take  their  annual  flight.  They 
sre  immediately  fucceeded  by  other  fea  fowlsi  that  make  their 
appearance  here  in  the  ipring^  remain  during  the  fummer 
pionths,  and  hatch  about  the  fliore.  In  the  month  of  Auguft 
or  September,  they  remove  from  this  to  their  winter  habita- 
tions.    Next  feafoui  at  the  ufual  time,  they  pay  their  annual 
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▼ifit  to  this  coQQtrj.    Thus  thej  follow  each  other  in  con. 
ftant  faocelEoa  everj  year. 

Popmlatum^-^^lt  appears  from  the  parilh  roll  taken  up  this 
year,  compared  with  a  lift  made  oat  in  the  year  176a,  th^ 
the  village  has  had  an  tocreafe  of  84  families,  aod  the  gouii- 
trj  of  4,  within  thefe  30  years,  in  all  88  fiunilies ;  that  the 
former  has  increafed  194  examinable  perfons,  and  die  latter 
II ;  and  that  the  whole  pariih  has  increafed  to  the  number  of 
905  perfons,  above  7  years  of  age,  within  that  period.  The 
following  table  exhibits  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  parilh,  and  the 
total  increafe,  within  th^efe  49  years. 

IniheTiIlBg^    Inthecoootrj.  Total, 


Nomler  of  funiliet,       ^       -        aoS 

3» 

440 

PeifontaboTc  ryevtofage,     -     569 

X31 

-      700 

".           40 

--      175 

Total,         -        704 

^71 

•      «7i 

1%^  letora  to  Dr.  Wcbfter  in  1755,  wm 

- 

.        611 

Increaie, 

•54 

Knmber  of  mmlet  above  7  yean  of  age, 

«         « 

3x0 

■       «       « 

-         390 

Unmber  of  failon*  about     -  35 

'               weaken,  67-9    -  76 

-  wrighti,        -        •  9 

—  uflon,  •  •  9 
— — —  finiths,  .  .  3 
o— -i-^  (boemakert, .  ->  •  5 
— —  bakers,  •  -  3 
— —  ale  fellers  in  the  vil- 
lage,        -       -  6 


Majority  of  females,        r        9q 

Number  of  ale  l«Uer%  who  art 

bicwejn,  •  3 

■  male  labouring  fcnraots 

about        •        •    3i 
Annual  avenge  of  birtlis  wicbin 

the  laft  9  years,     •    s?t 

— ^-^  ditto,  marriagei,        •      ^ 

■      ditto,  deaths,  nearly    •    li 

The 


•  Tbefe  are  moftly  employed  ia  the  Dandee  netdiamfflea. 
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The  iticreafe  in  population,  which  is  chiefly  in  the  village^ 
is  owing  partly  to  the  neighbouring  farmers  not  inclining  to 
keep  fuch  large  cottaries  as  formerly  :  This  has  obliged  fe- 
veral  families  to  come  into  the  Ferry,  where  they  hire  fmall 
houfeSt  and  fupport  themfelves  by  their  induftry,  either  as 
tradefmen  or  day  labourers.  The  great  increafe  of  manufac- 
tures, has  alfo  encouraged  many  jroung  men  to  follow  that 
line  of  life,  who  continue  to  refide  as  tradelmen  within  the 
town« 


Abilra£t  of  Baptifms,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,  as  entered  ii| 
the  Pari(h  Regifter,  for  the  lad  nine  years. 

Tears.  BaptUms.        Maffiages.  Deathi. 

Z7t3  iS  7  %x 

X7S4  94  6  z8 


I78J 

a5 

10 

1786 

3X 

s6 

1787 

s6 

18 

1788 

3« 

23 

1789 

%% 

li 

i7fO 

a9 

J% 

179* 

«7 

18 

In  all       -       046  57  i6x 

AfmtufaOttres.'^^The  principal  manufaAure,  is  weaving 
coarfe  brown  linens,  of  different  fabrics.  The  weavers  are 
chieflj  employed  by  the  merchants  of  Dundee  in  manufa&ur- 
ing  thele  linens.  They  fometimes  weave  other  cloth  for 
Goaotry  uCb.  The  women's  work  is  generally  fpinning  tho 
yam  for  thefe  brown  linens.  So  great  is  the  prefent  demand 
fbr  fuch  linens,  that  both  the  weavers  and  fpinners  have  more 
wark  offered  them,  than  they  are  able  to' undertake ;  and  the 

wage* 
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wages  are  coofideraUjr  higher  thaa  formefly  ^«-^The  oder 
artifis  work  princ^aU  j  for  the  ufe  of  the  peopk  in  the  paiiik 
and  aeigbboarhood ;  and  femedaiief  afianttfiiftme  arddet  for 
ftk. 

Cim^h  and  Scio&L^Thc  King  is  pi^roiu  The  {ncCeoi  is- 
eumbent  is  the  8th  miiiifter  fiace  the  IlelKdiidoii,  and  has 
heen  31  jears  in  the  pariflu—The  Talne  of  the  Kving  varks 
according  to  the  prices  of  grain.  It  confi&s  of  39  bolk  2 
firlots  of  bear,  40  bolls  of  oats  bj  the  decreet,  bot  by  ufe 
aad  wont  of  payment,  4  bolls  i  firlot  of  tbefe  40  boUs  of  oats, 
are  paid  in  oat-meal :  10  bolls  of  peafe  ;  and  in  money  the 
fum  of  17L  IIS.  8d.  Sterling;  los.  of  that  fOm  iS  paid  hj 
the  proprietor  of  Leochars  for  a  &lmpn  fifliing.  The  pro* 
prietor  of  Scotfcraig  pays  the  whole  ftipend,  except  the  los. 
juft  mentioned,  and  holds  up  the  kixk,  manfe  and  fchooL  Out 
of  the  teinds  of  this  parifli,  5  bolls  bear,  7  bolls  3  firlots  of 

white 


*  A  common  day-bbonrert  from  CandUtmat  to  BAartinmai,  wifl.  st  aa  avo- 
age,  earn  firom  lid.  to  I4d.  a-day ;  an  ordinary  tradffman,  wlio  wwln  on  day's 
wages,  from  ijd.  to  zSd. ;  but  mafont  have  higher  wages  than  ordinary  cradrf* 
men,  owing  to  the  great  increafe  of  manufadnnei»  which  have  escited  fnch  la 
uncommon  fpirit  for  bnilding.  that  they  get  firom  sod.  to  sad.  M^-daj  al  famasEr; 
but  fronr  Martinmas  to  Candlemas,  maiians  have  only  about  Z4d^  nad  the  b- 
bouncs  about  lod.  ft^Uy.  During  the  whole  year,  they  all  fomiih  tlMBfii«o 
with  provifions  out  of  their  wages.  The  greatneis  of  the  wsges  ^^ytt*i  nach 
on  the  demand  at  the  time.  Tailors  get  6d.  a-day,  and  their  meat,  thro«q;!M8£ 
the  y^.  It  is  cuftomary  for  both  trade£mca  and  fpinftm,  to  hire  tbem&lvn 
t6  the  noighbonring  Cumers^  at  ftradlwages^  iat  the  whde  hsrveft,  wkhese 
viMdtoato«iiyn«mberofday&  At  an  average,  tho£uner  will  hire  nirvdc^ 
man.  for  the  whole  harveft,  at  xL  sa.  Stediag,  aad  a  woona  at  its.  6L 
Both  fexes  have  their  viduals  from  the  &rmer,  befides  their  wi^^  Whea  s 
man  is  occafionally  hired  per  day,  he  receives  zs.»  and  a  womaa  zgd.,  bcfidrs 
their  maintcaacce.    The  hiiv^of  hbooien  and  fervauitt  wiget  are  iHIl  00  t^ 
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white  oats  are  paid  yearly  to  the  minifter  of  Dull*  in  Athol ; 
and  IS.  8d.  Sterling  of  vicarage  to  the  minifter  of  Leuchars.  The 
glebe  confifts  of  4  acres  of  arable  land,  let  at  prefent  for  %' 
bolls  1  firlots  of  barley  each  acre ;  the  foggage,  being  all  in«- 
clofedy  is  let  for  4I.  7s.  Sterling,  for  which  the  minifter  pays 
I  OS,  Sterling  yearly  to  the  tenant  of  the  Mains  of  Scotfcraig; 
the  ground  taken  off  that  farm  for  foggage,  being  eftimated 
in  value  to  that  amount  above  the  legal  allowance*  The  glebe 
adds  to  the  value  of  the  living  10  bolls  of  barley,  and  3I.  17$. 
Sterling  of  money ;  making  the  living,  with  the  glebe,  amount 
to  99  bolls  1  firlots  of  vi&ual,  and  ill.  8s.  8d.  Sterling  of 
money— The  church  was  built  in  the  year  1607,  the  yeaif 
after  the  ereAion  of  the  parifli,  the  date  being  cut  in  the  kirk; 
The  family  aifle,  by  Sir  John  Buchanan,  then  of  Scotfcraig, 
in  the  year  1644.  Under  it  there  is  a  large  vault,  where  the 
feveral  proprietors  of  the  eft  ate  have  been  buried,  ever  fince  the 
manfe  was  built,  about  the  year  1727. — The  falary  of  the  pa^* 
riOi  fchool  is  loo  merks  Scotch  money,  paid  by  the  proprie* 
tor  of  Scotfcraig.     The  fchoolmafter  is  alfo  felBon-clerk. 

Poor. — ^The  poor's  fund  arifes  from  the  ihtereft  of  a  fmall 
fum  of  money  appropriated  to  them,  the  profits  of  the  mort- 
cloth,  and  the  very  liberal  weekly  coUedion  made  by  the  pa- 
rilhioners.  The  feflion  has  no  a&  fixing  any  certain  weekly 
penfioo  on  any  of  the  poor ;  but  varies  the  fum  given  to  them, 
enlarging  or  diminiftiing  their  allowance,  according  to  the  differ- 
ence of  their  fitnation ;  but  they  always  give  them  fuch  ample 
occafional  fupplics,  as  enable  the  poor,  with  their  own  induftry, 
to  fuhfift  comfortably  in  their  own  houfes  \  none  having  been 
allowed  to  beg  from  door  to  door  for  many  years  paft,  either 
within  or  without  the  parifli.  The  parifli  funds  have  fnp- 
ported  the  poor,  without  any  aflefiinent,  thefe  50  years.  The 
number  of  the  poor  varies  as  circumftances  occur.    The  pre- 
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fent  nomber,  of  thofe  that  receive  mid  from  the  fmUif 
parifli  fond«  is  about  i6.  Upon  letting  fortb«  that,  from 
extraordinary  lofs^  accidental  misfortune,  or  fuddca  and  ferere 
dtftrefs  in  their  family,  any  are  reduced  to  fuch  a  fitaatkm  as 
to  require  a  greater  interim  fupply,  than  the  ordinary  leflioQ 
funds  are  able  to  afford  to  one  £unily,  then,  by  order  of  the 
feffion,  an  extr«ordinary  colledion  ia  intimated  from  the  pul- 
pit, to  be  made  for  their  benefit,  either  at  the  church  doors, 
or  from  houfe  to  houfe  within  the  pariih,  as  circuoalaaces  may 
require.  Whatever  ia  coUeded  is  given  to  them,  that  they 
may  have  affifiance  fuitable  to  their  prefent  urgent  neccfficy. 
Upon  a  favourable  change  of  circumftances,  they  again  lop* 
port  themfclvea  by  their  induftry,  without  having  rccourfe  ta 
i'cflional  aid.  When  they  are  in  fuch  indigence  aa  not  to  be 
able  to  educate  their  children,  the  feflion  always  pajs  the 
fchool  fees,  for  teaching  them  at  leaft  to  read  the  bdj  fcrip- 
tures  ;  as  they  judge  it  their  du^  to  fee  the  children  of  the 
poor  well  educated,  and  confider  that  the  bed  bellowed  cha- 
rity, which  procures  for  them  the  means  of  edncatioa. 

Heritor  and  IIm/.— -There  is  but  one  heritor,  the  pieCeo: 
minifter,  who  is  proprietor  of  the  whole  parifli.  The  vil- 
lagers in  the  Ferry  are  all  his  feuers,  for  their  hoafes  and 
fmall  gardens :  The  farms^  are  his  property  lands. — The  va- 
lued rent  of  the  pariih  is  2183!.  Scotch  money.  The  value 
of  the  rental  cannot,  with  accuracy,  be  eafily  afcertained :  a 
great  part  of  it  being  paid  in  viAual,  the  value  mnft  vary,  ac- 
jCording  to  the  prices  of  grain,  every  year. 

Scot/craig  Maitu^^^The  farm  of  the  aaams  of  Scotfcraig 

'Vas  originally  church  land,  belonging  to  the  arcbbtihopnc 

of  St.  Andrew's*    The  Pope,  by  his  bull,  allowed  the  arch- 

bi(hop  to  feu  out  (aid  farm  at  the  1dm  of  132I.  i8s.  8d. 

3  Scotch, 
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Scotch^  and  4  bolls  of  peafe.  The  yearly  value  of  the  peafr, 
with  the  faid  fum  of  money,  is  annually  paid  to  the  coUeftor 
of  the  biihop*3.  rents.  It  is  handed  down  by  tradition,  that  a 
Mr.  Scott,  a  fon  of  the  family  of  Balwirie,  in  Fife,  was  the 
feuer ;  and,  to  diftinguiih  it  from  other  farms  called  Craig^ 
be  prefixed  his  own  name  to  it ;  hence  Scotfcraig.  This  eftate 
was  formerly  the  property,  and  the  houfe  the  country  refidence, 
of  Archhijbop  James  Sharp,  for  many  years  before  his  death  ; 
and  belonged  to  his  fon  Sir  William  Sharp  feveral  years  after 
the  death  of  the  bifliop.  His  arms  are  ftill  on  the  outer  gate, 
dated  1667. 

.  jintiqmiy.^»The  only  antiquity  in  the  parifh  is  the  re« 
mains  of  an  old  caftle,  in  which  there  are  feveral  vaults  quite 
entire.  We  are  greatly  at  a  lo(s  to  know  by  whom,  or  at 
what  period  it  was  built,  as  there  is  no  record  to  determine^ 
nor  even  any  traditional  account  handed  down  concerning  it  ^ 
but  it  mull  have  been  after  the  invention  of  fire  arms,  em- 
bralbres  being  fo  placed,  as  to  carry  a  line  of  fire  round  the 
fort.  The  top  of  one  of  the  hills  is  furrounded  with  the 
foundation  of  an  old  wall.  As,  from  the  top  of  this  bill, 
there  is  an  extenfive  profpeft  along  the  banks  of  the  Tay,  and 
the  country  around,  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  .the  place  of 
fire  fignal,  in  the  time  of  the  Daaiih  incurfions  into  Scotland ; 
but  there  is  no  record  about  it. 

Ffff/.— There  being  neither  ooals,  peats,  nor  wood,  found 
for  fuel,  the  dependence  of  the  pariihioners  for  firing,  is  upon 
coals  brought  from  a  diftanee,  either  from  the  frith  of  Forth, 
or  by  fea,  at  a  confiderable  expence.  What  is  called  the  bollg 
-which  weighs  8  cwt.,  or  56  ftone  Engliih,  is  fold  here  at 
prefent  at  68.  the  boll.  Though  we  pay  no  duty  for  Scotch 
coals,  they  are  confiderably  dearer  this  feafbn,  than  ever  they 
were  remembered  to  have  been,  whiph  bears  hard  upon  the 

3  N  a    '  people 
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people  in  the  lower  ranks  of  life.  Some  dri^e  ooels  finn 
the  coal- works  in  this  country^  tt  the  diilance  of  9  or  xo  ftm- 
tote  milesi  which  thej  fell  at  78,  the  cart  load.  Some  of  the 
cottagers,  in  the  country  parifh,  burn  drjed  tnrf  and  whins ; 
but  thej  all  afe  coal  as  the  principal  part  of  their  fuel.  The 
^lagers  in  the  Ferry  ufe  coal  only,  which  they  parchafe 
at  the  above  prices. 

Ciara£F^.— >The  people  are  peaceably  difpofed,  and  firmly 
attached  to  the  prefent  happy  civil  conftitudon  of  their  coon« 
try.  They  all  adhere  to  the  principles  of  the  eftabliibed 
church  of  Scotland  ;  and  regulatly  attend  divine  woribip  in 
the  parifli  kirk,  excepting  one  Unitarian,  (who,  however,  fre* 
quently  hears  fermon  with  the  other  parifliioners),  sod  one 
Seceder  \  both  of  whom  came  lately  into  this  parilh  from 
Dundee. 

MifceOamous  Obferoations. — ^There  are  no  Ixme-ftone  quar- 
ries ;  but  lime  is  brought  by  fea  from  Sunderland.  It  xi 
fold  at  the  Ferry  at  is.  6d.  Sterling  the  boll  of  wheat  meafure, 
or  as.  4d.  Sterling  the  barley  meafure.  Some  drive  lime  bj 
land  carriage,  at  the  diftance  of  10  and  15  miles,  which  can 
be  afibrded  at  3s.  id.  the  boU,  barley  meafure.  The  only 
Hone,  got  in  this  ground,  is  ^  hard  whin  ilone,  which  makes 
flrong  and  lading  work  when  built  with  good  lime. — ^There 
are  two  mills  for  grinding  meal,  to  which  the  parifhioncrs  ait 
thirled  only  for  what  meal  they  make,  or  what  malt  is  brew- 
ed within  the  parilh  \  but  not  for  the  whole  crop  of  cora 
growing  on  the  feveral  farms. — As  there  is  a  conftant  weekly 
demand  for  all  kinds  of  country  vivres  in  Dundee,  fome  per* 
fons  make  it  their  bufinefs  to  go  through  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try,  and  gather  them  up  for  the  Dundee  market.  The  prices 
here  arc,  therefore,  always  regulated  by  what  they   fetch 

rh^rc.-^ 
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there*«^This  Ferrj  is  a  caftom»boufe  creek,  witbin  the  pre- 
cinfts  of  the  coftom-houfe  at  Dundee.  As  it  is  the  lowed 
creek  in  the  river,  a  King's  boat,  with  6  boatmen,  under  the 
command  of  a  tide  furveyor,  is  ftationed  here,  to  board  ail 
veflels  coming  up  the  river  from  a  foreign  port,  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  puhlic^evenue.  It  is  alfo  the  refidence,  appointed 
for  the  excife  officer  of  the  St.  Atidrtw'sfecond  riie^  the  whole 
pariih  being  in  that  divifion. 
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NUMBER    XXVII. 

PARISH  OF   LOGIE. 

{frtfijttry  of  Cupar^^ynoi  and  County  of  Fift^ 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  B001&. 


Situation  and  Eoctent. 


THE  pariih  of  Logie  is  fituated  about  3  miles  from  Ca^ 
par,  (the  principal  town  in  the*county  of  Fife^  and  the 
feat  of  the  preftyterj),  and  about  an  equal  diftance  from  the 
water  fide,  or  Ferij,  to  Dundee.  It  extends  about  2{  miles 
•  in  length  from  E.  to  W.,  and  i-  in  breadth  from  S«  to  N., 
though  in  fome  parts  not  quite  fo  much.  The  general  figure 
of  the  parifhy  may  be  feen  in  Ainflie's  map  of  Fife. 

Surface f  Soil^  Climate^  l^r«— -The  country  is  in  general  hiUy* 
but  very  fertile.  The  climate  is  pretty  dry  and  healthy,  except- 
ing near  the  fmall  village  of  Logie,  where  there  is  a  marih, 
which  makes  the  air  damp,  efpecially  in  winter.— There  is  a 
confiderable  mountain  in  the  pariih,  called  Lucila  Hill^  apon 
which,  it  is  reported,  that  the  kings  of  Scotland  ufed  to  hunt, 
and  on  which  account  it  is  called  the  King^s  Park.  But  -of 
this  circumftance,  there  is  no  authentic  record  extant. — From 
the  top  of  this  hill,  in  a  clear  day,  there  is  a  very  extent- 
five 
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jBve  profpeftt    of    Fife,    Ai]gu9»    the  Meams^    and    other, 
counties. 

Cukivatiofff  Produce^  Cattle^  JVool^  lie. — The  ground  com* 
mooly  produces  excellent  crops  of  every  kind  of  grain.  The 
fanners  fow  a  confiderable  quantity  of  grafs  and  turnips, 
and  haye  very  good  returns.  They  moftly  plow  their  ground 
with  horfes  ;  and  oxen  are  here  very  little  ufed  in  hufbandry. 
There  are  about  28  ploughs,  with  generally  a  horfts  to.  a 
plough,  befides  what  the^  farmers  bring  up  for  their  own  ufe, 
or  for  fale.  Moft  of  them  pay  a  good  part  of  their  rents  by 
bringing  up  young  cattle.  There  are  two  pretty  confiderable 
flocks  of  iheep  in  the  pariih.  The  mutton  is  fmall,  but  the 
wool  they  produce  is  of  a  tolerable  quality,  neither  of  the 
coarfeft,  nor  the  finefl  fort. 

Po^if^/foii.— The  inhabitants,  it  is  faid,  are  diminilhed  in 
point  of  number,  compared  to  what  they  were  many  years  ago  ^ 
and  it  is  certaio,  that  feveral  cottages  haye  been  pulkd  down 
iince  the  commencement  of  this  century ;  but  within  thelie 
40  years,  there  appears  to  be,  upon  the  whole,  yery  little 
variation.     The  population,  at  prefent,  -coniifts  of  340  exa- 
xsinable  perfons ;  which^  allowing  the  ufual  proportion  for 
children  under  8  years  of  age,  will  make  the   number  of 
ibuls         -  -  -  -  -  -  '        425 

The  return  to  Dr.  Webfter,  in  X7j5t  was  only        •         413 

Hence  there  appears  to  be  an  increafe  of        -        Z2 
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togedier  with  Come  cupenteis,  maloiis,  day  labovrers,  and 
fervADts. 

Prafrietors  ami  Jt^ntr— -Befides  the  three  Cmall  heiicers 
above  mentioned,  who  refide  in  the  parifli,  and  cultivate  their 
own  ground,  there  are  fix  greater  proprietors,  who  do  not  re- 
fide, which  is  a  confiderable  lob  to  the  poor.  The  valued 
rent  is  29I6L  68.  8d.  Scotch ;  the  real  rent  is  not  exadl/ 
known.  The  rent  of  fiuma,  in  general,  run  from  aoa.  to  40s. 
per  acre.  Some  however,  have  their  land  on  more  reafianaUe 
terms* 

Churchy  \3c. — ^The  manfe  was  built  in  1736,  and  has  fince 
got  feveral  partial  reparations ;  but  it  is  ftill  in  a  verjr  in* 
different  date.  The  ftipend  amounts,  on  an  average,  to  Sol. 
Sterling  per  annum.  The  glebe  confifts  of  4  acres  arablCf  and 
a  acres  of  a  den  for  pafturagc.  The  King  is  patron*.  There  are 
a  good  many  Seceders,  who  attend  a  Burgher  meeting  houfe, 
in  the  neighbouring  pariih  of  Kilmeny. 

School  and  Poor. — A  good  fchool  and  fchool-houfe  are  now 
building,  (179a)  \  which,  when  completed,  will  be  very  com- 
modious. Thefalaxyis  only  4I.  i8s.  3id.,  with  jomerks  from 
a  mortification,  left  in  1690,  by  Sir  James  Ramiay,  Bart,  of 
Eafter  Logic.— -The  capital  ftock  belonging  to  the  poor  amounts 
to  zapcl.  Serling.  The  coUedions  at  the  church  doors  are  but 
very  inconfiderable.  There  are  3  dated  penfioners  oa  the 
poor's  funds,  who  get  is.  per  week,  and  are  paid  at  that  rate 

by 


*  In  1683,  Sir  Da^d  Balfoir  of  Forrct,  one  of  the  Scaaton  of  the  Colkse 
of  JuHice,  beqocathed  a  Urge  fotio  Bible,  lor  the  tife  of  the  miniitcr  on  Sandari* 
U  u  fiill  in  tolerable  conditigo,  and  wat  latelj  rsbonnd. 
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by  the  treaTurer  ererj  5  weeks  $  befides  which,  thej  get  5s* 
in  winter  to  purchafe  coals.  The  annnal  coUedions,  upon 
aa  average,  incUidbg  what  ia  drawn  on  facramental  occafions, 
do  not  much  exceed  3I.  Sterling. 

Mifctllamous  Obfirvations. — ^The  peopleareingeneralhealthj. 
There  are  not  a  few  of  60,  70,  and  80  years  of  age :  One 
inan  died  lately  aged  87,  and  another  92. — The  prices  of  all 
kinds  of  provifions  are  nearly  doubled  within  thefe  ao  years, 
or  even  lefs.  Good  beef,  then,  fold  at  ad.  and  a^d.  per  pound  ; 
mutton  at  3d.  and  a  good  fowl  at  6d.— Coals  are  the  only 
fuel  ufed  in  this  part  of  the  country ;  but  they  have  become 
very  high  of  late,  which  the  poor  feel  very  fenfibly* 
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NUMBER    XXVIII. 
PARISH     OF    CADDER. 


{County  of  Zattari — Pre/by tery  of  Gla/gaw^^ymod  of 
ChfgovD  and  Ayr.) 


By  Mr.  William  Basclat,  ichootmafier* 


Namif  Extent^  and  Situation. 

CADDER,  the  name  of  this  parilh,  is  derimL  from  t 
Gaelic  word,  and  faid  to  (igmfy  tbe  Back  of  At  Oak 
IVoodf  which  correfponds  cxa&lj  to  the  fituatioa  of  Cadder 
Houfi.  It  is  often  fpelt  Calder.  The  parifh  b  13  males  m 
length  from  E.  to  W»»  and  between  3  and  4  miles  in  breadth*. 
It  lies  in  the  northern  extremicj  of  the  coontj  of  LanaiL 
The  3  counties,  Lanark,  Dumbarton,  and  Stirling,  all  meet 
at  the  north  point  of  this  pariih.  The  neareft  point  of  it  is 
3  miles  from  the  citj  of  Glafgowj  within  half  a  mile  of  tbe 
town  of  Kirkintilloch,  and  3  miles  from  Kilfjth  and  Cumbeiw 
nauld.  Gartm^ueen  Hill,  in  this  pariih,  is  faid  to  be  at  sa 
equal  diftance  from  Hamilton,  Ealkirk,  and  Stirling. 

Bim 

*  There  was  a  anp  of  Cadder  dnwa  in  the  year  1745*  from  a  fiffref 
madcbyD«fidJ)oww,laad-liirfa7oriaS^^         bat  it  ii  in  f cw  bad^ 
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River  and  CitfiM/*— The  river  Kelvia,  which  rifes  eaft  of 
KUfyth,  runs  6  miles  along  the  northern  boundary  of  the  pa- 
rilh  ;  but  its  courfe  may  be  10  or  12  mile$i  through  fine  fer. 
tile  haugh  grounds.  It  falls  into  the  river  Clyde  two  mHet 
below  Glafgow.  The  Kelvin  ufed  to  overflow  its  banks  in 
time  of  raiut  and  do  confiderable  damage,  efpecially  in  feed 
time  and  harveft  ;  but  the  proprietors  on  the  north  fide,  to 
whom  it  did  moft  damage,  have  of  late  confined  it,  by  a 
great  earthen  mound,  for  the  moil  part  along  its  courfe^— It 
might,  however,  have  been  a  much  more  effeftual  remedy,  had 
they  ilraightened,  widened,  and  fecured  the  bed  of  the  river  ; 
which  would  be  a  great  faving  of  ground^^^The  Forth  and 
Clyde  Navigation,  commonly  called  the  Great  Canal,  runs 
through  the  poriih  for  5  miles,  and  has  4  draw  bridges  on  it. 

• 

Xaia  and  J^oiiifr.— About  80  years  ago,  a  lake,  nearly  in 
the  middle  of  the  paiiib,  was  draioed  by  a  mine,  driven  a 
full  mile  in  length  under  a  hill.  The  mine  is  in  many  places 
f  o  feet  below  the  furface,  whereby  120  acres  of  fine  arable 
ground  is  gained,  which  annually  produces  rich  crops,  without 
any  kind  of  manure^^— There  is  another  lake,  called  the  Bifitofe 
Loch,  a  mile  in  length,  and  one  fourth  of  a  mile  in  breadth, 
which  is  at  p  relent  occupied  as  a  refervoir,  by  the  Great  Canal 
Company.— The  poft  road,  from  Edinburgh  to  Glaigow,  pafles 
4  miles  through  this  parilb,  and  croflcs  the  Great  Canal  about 
a  mile  eaft  of  Cadder  kirk.  There  is  alfo  a  new  turnpike  road 
made  for  4  miles,  in  the  eaft  end  of  this  parifli,  from  Glaf^ 
gow  by  Cumbernauld  towards  Falkirk,  laid  to  be  confiderably 
Jborter  than  the  road  by  Kilfyth  and  Kirkintilloch,  and  with* 
out  a  puU.— In  1773,  when  the  heritors  met  to  aflefs  the 
pariib  for  repairing  the  bye  roads,  tliey  found  it  to  con- 
tain 113  ploughgates  of  land.  They  afleiTed  each  of  thefe 
plouf  hgates  in  ios«  Sterling,  and  is.  6d.  for  evexy  cottager^ 
3  0a  7«^l7« 
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ymrly.  In  Iff  If  Smiing  die  above  afleffinent  loiiificient  for 
snaking  the  esteot  of  road  nettShsjf  Ibey  faifed  it  to  i8s. 
Stetliffg  per  afnraai^  and  is.  to  every  cottager*  agreeable  to  an 
aft  of^paftiament  for  repairing  road»in  the  co«ntj  o(  Lanark. 

MfiwraZr.— There  are  a  number  of  freeftone  qvames  in  tfae 
parifii.  The  ftones  are  very  fit  for  bnilding,  and  take  a  fine 
poliilK  There  are  alfo  vaft  quantities  of  whin  rocks,  very 
proper  materials  for  rdadp.  We  have  an  inexhanftiblc  rock 
of  limeftone,  which  has  of  )^te  been  wrought  to  a  comfiiderabie 
«Ktent,  both  at  Grankirk  and  Robreyftone.— No  coai^  fit  fer 
working,  hae  yet  been  dxfcovesed,  though  it  is  thejopiaion  of 
miners^  and  people  of  fl^ill,  that  the  feams  of  coal,  which 
have  been  wrought  to  fo'  great  advantage,  in  New  Monkland 
cfh  tfae  £•  and  New  Kirkpatrick  on  the  W»  extend  through 
this  parifli.     It  is  to  be  hoppd^  that  feme  public  i^rited  gen- 

lAeman  will  fearch  for,  and  find  this  hidden  treafuse. 

« 

Rentf  Sailf  CuUivotioHt  Produce^  \Jc. — ^The  valuation  of  the 
whole  pariih,  is  6270I.  Scotch  ;  and  the  prefent  yearly  rent, 
may  be  about  6oool.  Sterling,— -There  is  00  mountain  in  this 
pariih.  The  whole  face  of  thediftrift  is  generally  levd.  Yet 
we  have  feveral  diferent  foib ;  fuch  as,  light  (andy  till,  deep 
^rth,  and  plenty  of  mofa  forytre/.*^Itnprovement  of  land  has 
greatly  increafed  of  late,  and  is  ftill  going  on  very  rapidly,  both 
by  the  plough  and  by  manure.  Excdlent  crops  of  oats,  barley, 
dover,  and  rye  grafs,  potatoes  and  flax,  are  produoed.  Oats 
baTcJbld,  before  reaping,  at  81.  as  fid.  per  acre,  and  yielded 
16  bolls  each  acre.  Potatoes  are  mudi  cultivated  here,  and 
fervcd  up  at  every  table.  They  are  a  fubilitute^  for  bread, 
among  die  lower  clafs  of  people,  for  at  leaft  zo  months  in  the 
year  ;  and,  with  very  little  attention,  they  make  the  old  crap 
laft|  till  it  is  fucceedcd  by  die  qcw  :    100  bolls  have  beeii 

railed 
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raifed  from  i  acre. — But  ftiz  k  the  nftoft  advantageous  crop 
here:  200  acres  are  fown  ahnualljr;  and  this  year  (t79i), 
one  former  has  fown  30  acres  with  flax  feed :  33  ftones  of  good 
fcntched  flax  have  been  raifed  from  t  acre,  and  feM  at  a  guinea 
the  ftone  ;  a  price  perhaps  equal  to  the  value  of  the  land  on 
i^hich  ft  grewl  Riga  flax  feed,  and  the  fineft  kind^  of  ]!)ntch 
feed  are  moffly  fown  here ;  though  fome  good  crops  of  flax 
have  been  raifed  from  Bofton  flax  feed.  On  ridfa  xnoift  foil, 
the  fineft  flax  is  raifed  from  American  feed.  Fine  Dutch,  and 
large  plump  America  flax  feed  arc  reckoned  to  agree  b^ft  with 
this  climate.  The  quantities,  coihmonljr  fown  on  i  acre,  are, 
pi  pecks  Butch,  8f  Kiga,  and  8  America  flax  feed  ;  this  laft 
being  much  fmallcr  than  the  others. — ^Thc  improvements  in 
agriculture,  in  this  neighbourhood,  are  much  owing  to  the 
Great  Canal  *.  Before  it  was  erefted*,  neither  fpade  nor  bar- 
row was  ufed  to  any  purpofc.  Now,  the  wheel.barrow, 
plank,  and  fpade,  are  found  at  every  farmer's  door ;  and,  by 
the  proper  ufe  of  thefe  utenfils,  much  work  is  expeditioufly 
performed. 

Ecclefiafiical  State. — The  whole  of  this  parilh,  excepting  the 
barony  of  Cadder,  and  the  Midtown  of  Bedlay,  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  fubdeanry  of  Glafgow.  The  Bifliop's  Land  was 
called  the  Baldermonvch  Ward  (or  MonPt  Tovm)f  and  com* 
prehends  ten  townlhips ;  each  of  which  contains  8  ploughgates 
of  land.  The  mill  of  Bedlay  is  ftill  the  joint  property  of 
thefe  lotownfliips.  From  this  ecclefiaftical  tenure,  are  derived 
the  names  of  feveral  places  in  the  parifli;  fuch  as,  the  Bifbofi 
Bridge^  the  Bijhofs  Mofs,  and  the  Bijbofs  Loch. — After 

the 

•  The  00)7  objeaion  to  the  Great  Canal,  is,  that  it  hat  heen  fatal  to  fo 
maoT.  No  fewer  than  feren,  within  the  bonndt  of  this  parifltf  have  been 
drowsed  in  it  liiice  it  wai  opened. 
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the  Reforaatkm,  the  temporalities  of  the  fubdeaarj  of  GM» 
gow,  which  confifted  of  the  pariihes  of  Cadder  and  Mooklaod, 
(the  laft  of  which  was  afterwards  fplit  xoto  two  pariflies,  call- 
ed Old  and  Nivt  MonklatuCj^  together  with  the  patronage  of 
the  churches*  came  into  the  pofleffion  of  the  noUe  families  of 
Hamilton  and  KilmamodL,  and  were  hj  them  transferred  to 
the  College  of  Glafgow,  for  a  confideraUe  fom  of  monej* 
about  thel^ear  1656. — ^The  parifli  of  Cadder,  as  well  as  that 
of  MonUandy  availing  itfelf  of  the  aA  of  Parliament  xdpo^  bj 
paybg  600  merks  Scotch,  as  direfied  in  the  aA,  to  the  College 
of  Glafj^owy  obtained  a  renunciation  of  the  right  of  patnmage 
by  that  learned  body ;  in  confequence  of  which « the  h^tors 
and  elders  of  the  pariih  became  the  eledors  of  the  minifter. 
It  is  a  pity,  however,  that  the  a&  16^  has  not  defined  pre- 
cifely  v)bat  ctuf/iituiis  4m  heritor  ;  for  this.defeft  has  been  at* 
tended  with  great;  inconveniences  to  the  parifli  of  Cndder. 
When  the  church  of  Cadder  was  formerly  vacant,  about  the 
year  1745,  there  were  keen  difputes  as  to  the  title  of  feveni 
perfons  claiming  a  right  to  vote  under  the  charafter  of  heci- 
tors  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  the  kirk  was  vacant  for  near 
two  years.  And  though  the  late  worthy  deigyman,  who  fuc« 
ceeded  on  the  occafion,  died  in  June  1790,  the  church  flill  con- 
tinues vacant,  oWing  to  a  warm  difpuie^  with  refpeA  to  the 
title  of  a  number,  who  voted  at  a  late  dedion  of  a  minifier,  and 
which  is  at  prefent  under  litigation  before  the  Court  of  Seffioo. 
It  ought  however  to  be  mentioned,  that  the  College  of  Glaf- 
gow,  who  are  fiill  titulars  of  the  tiends,  upon  application  be- 
ing made  to  them,  gen^roufly  confeotcd,  much  to  their  honour, 
as  well  as  to  the  benefit  of  this  parifli,  to  allow  part  of  the  va^ 
cant  flipend  to  be  laid  out,  in  paying  the  ezpence  of  a  preacher, 
to  officiate  at  Cadder  church  during  the  vacancy,  under  the 
dtreftion  of  the  prefl>ytery  of  Glafgow— The  livbg  is  8  chal- 
ders,  paid  in  money  by  the  College  of  Glafgow,  according  to 

the 
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the  fisrs  of  the  commiflariot  of  Hamilton  and  Campfie,  half  a 
chaUer  for  communion  elements,  vrith  a  manfe,  and  about  3-} 
acres  for  a  glebe,  befide  grab  for  a  horfe  and  2  cows  on  the 
common. — The  manfe  was  built  in  1656,  and  enlarged  and 
flated  in  17x4,  at  the  joint >e3cpence  of  the  College  of  Glafgow, 
and  the  former  and  then  prefent  minifter*  It  is  now  in  a 
ruinous  condition.  The  church  was  rebuilt  in  1750,  but  not 
finilhed  compleatly  till  1784,  and  is  now  in  good  condition. 

^aor«*-The  number  on  the  poor's  roll  is  about  x  5  annually ; 
inoftlj  aged  and  infirm  women,  who  have  from  6d.  to  is.  Ster- 
ling  weekly.  Occafional  affiftance  is  given  likewife  to  poor 
families,  of  from  5s.  to  los.  Sterling  at  a  time.  No  public 
charity  is  given  to  any  that  go  about  begging,  except  now  and 
then  a  pair  of  (hoes-^^The  poor's  fundi  arife  from  the  collec* 
tions  at  the  church  doors,  as.  6d.  for  every  marriage,  aud  the 
intereft  of  about  3001.  Sterling,  mortified  to  the  kirk  fefiion. 
Iliefe  funds  have  continued,  without  much  increa£e  or  dimi- 
nution, for  near  50  years  pafi« 

Scboott. — ^There  are  4  public  Ibhools  in  this  parifli,  3  of 
which  have  fmall  lalaries  annexed  to  them,  (x.)  The  pariih 
fchoolmafter  has  a  falary  of  100  merks  Scotch,  paid  by  the 
heritors,  and  xL  3s.  4d.  Sterling,  as  feflion-clerk  and  precentor; 
with  IS.  8d.  for  each  marriage,  and  9d.  for  each  baptifm ;  be- 
fides  the  ordinary  fchool  wages,  of  xs.  6d*  per  quarter,  (i.)  In 
1744,  Mr.  Patrick  Baird,  merchant,  left  a  memorial  worthy 
of  record,  bequeathing  33^1.  Sterling  for  ere&ing  a  fchool  at 
Aochenloch,  the  place  of  his  nativity.  He  devoted  15L  Ster- 
ling of  the  intereft  to  be  paid  annually  to  the  fchoolmafter ; 
and  xl.  js.  to  a  young  man,  for  preaching  a  fermon  at  Auchen- 
loch  on  Chriftmas  (which  was  the  donor's  birth  day),  and  to 
buy  books  and  buw  (rolls)  for  the  fcholars.  To  this  dona« 
f  tion^ 
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tion,  John  Baird,  Iste  of  AucbeDlocb*  added  %  piece  of  grOuaj 
for  a  hoafe  aad  garden*  All  the  beritorst  poflbfled  of  a  ptowgh 
of  land  in  the  parifli,  are  patrons  of  this  fcbpol.  (3.)  la  1745, 
Mr.  James  Warden^  late  minifter  of  this  pariflit  beqii««thed 
jooo  merks  Scotch  to  the  feffionj  the  inter^of  wbieh  is  allotted 
to  the  fupport  of  a  fcbool  at  Auchenairn,  the  place  of  his  Da* 
tivity*  In  17609  the  worthy  and  humane  Dr.  William 
Leechman»  late  principal  of  the  Univerfitj  of  Glafgow»  dif« 
poned  to  the  feflion  of  Gadder,  about  half  an  acre  of  ground, 
for  a  houfe  and  garden  for  the  benefit  of  this  ichool,  of  which 
the  minifter  and  elders  are  patrons.  (4.)  The  foortb  fichooU 
houfe  is  at  Chrjftone,  in  the  eaft  end  of  the  pariih,  wbera  a 
chapel  of  eafe  was  built  hj  fublbription  XI  years  ago ;  but  there 
is  no  falary  annexed  to  it^  nor  any  perquilite  for  the  mafteri 
excepting  the  fchool  wages,  is.  6d.  per  quarter. 

At  each  of  thefe  4  fcbools,  there  may  be^  at  an  average, 
30  Ibholars  during  the  winter  half  year,  and  20  through  the 
fummer  quarter.  When  there  is  any  vacancy  in  the  harvefl, 
the  fchoolmajler^s  year  is  only  reckoned  tbr$e  quariersl!!^^ 
Thus  100  fchoolars,  for  three  quarters,  at  is.  6d.  per  quarter, 
pay  only  2il.  los.  Sterling  per  annam«  to  all  the  4  fchoolma- 
fters  in  the  parifli»  for  education^  which  is  but  5U  1 2s.  61 
Sterling  to  each  of  them  for  9  months  attendance*  This  is 
farely  too  little  to  fupport,  with  any  decency,  a  clafs  of 
men  confefledly  ufeful»  in  this  expenfive  and  wealthy  age*,  j 
To  better  the  condition  of  the  people  of  this  country,  more  | 
3  cncou* 

*  About  50  yeari  ago,  it  wa»  the  cuHom  here,  to  sdlow  the  parifli  fchool- 
m»ficr  to  go  about  with  the  fchoUn,  and  lodge  free  with  their  parents,  as  he 
had  DO  houfe  of  his  own  to  teach  or  lodge  in,  but  a  bam  in  fummer,  and  a  cot- 
tage in  winter.  Of  late,  however,  the  gentlemen  in  this  parilh  have  buih  a 
fchool-houfe,  in  a  corner  of  the  church  yard,  where  the  prefent  fcho«Imaftcr 
lives,  who  has  ferved  in  that  office  for  39  yearii  One  of  his  prcdectflbri  (Wil« 
Ham  Stirlifig),  officiated  here  41  years.    Both  are  natives  of  Cadder  pariih. 


fcneottrftgtfiiMt  (bottld  be  given  lo  t)eachei9>  to  enable  tbem  to 
paj  proper  uttention,  to  improve  the  morak  of  youth  nder 
their  care.  The  want  of  thist  moft  more. or  U/b  aSsft  the 
edttoatioo  of  the  rifiog  generation,.  When  an  attempt  waa 
made,  (boie  dme  ago,  to  hove  the  condition  of  the  fchoolma- 
Acts  of  this  country  fomewhat  bettered,  the  argument,  by  which 
feme  lords  and  gentlemen  oppoled  it,  was,  that  *'  they  wiflied 
^  parim  fchoda  were  fupprefled  altogether,  becaufe  their  feiu 
**  vants  were  corrupidf  by  bebg  taught  to  read  and  write  : 
**  That  Aey  would  be  more  obidutU  and  dtni/klf  were  they 
^*  more  ignorant^  and  had  no  educationf.**— This,  however,  is 
not  the  opinion  of  any ,  gentleman  in  this  pariih.  They  well 
know,  that  fome  'of  the  firft  and  moft  refpeftaUe  charafters, 
in  the  nation,  have  been  trained  up  at  country  Iciioob* 

AutifmtUt^^Tbit  Roman  WaU,  or  Grmbm$fs  DUt^  is  ri- 
gBO&  the  only  antiquity  we  have  in  this  pariih.  It  runs  4 
miles  in  it,  and  may  ftill  be  traced  through  Cadder  Wood. 
One  of  the  watch  towers,  on  the  fourh  £de  of  the  wall,  about 
a  gun^ihot  from  Cadder  kirk,  is  ftill  very  vifible.— At  Rob- 
royftone,  in  this  pariih,  on  the  izth  September  Z303,  Sir 
William  Wallace  was  betrayed  and  apprehended,  by  Sir 
John  Mouteatb,  a  favourite  of  King  Edward  I.  of  England, 
by  whom  he  was  moft  unjuftly  and  ignominiouffly  put  to 
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t  Thii  fllibenl  idea  U  rsfated  by  fad.  That  ^wmnm  aanaol  Be  the  nun 
thar  of  moraiHy,  more  than  of  dtmUm,  ii  proTad  bf  asperiaica*  Tlte  good  be- 
JuHrionr  of  the  lower  lanhaia  Scotland,  in  gevaral,  ontrafted  with  the  inmio* 
raliticfl,  crimet,  and  annual  esecationi,  of  many  of  the  fiu&e  clal%  in  the  fifter 
Jusfdoro,  can  be  afcribed  to  nothing  lb  much  sa  to«the  foperior  advantages,  the 
former  enjoy,  of  early  edpcation,  and  proper  inflmAioii,  in  the  firft  principlci  of 
monl  and  and  religious  duty.  Deprive  them  of  thele,  and  they  will  foon  be- 
come at  great  lavages,  aa  die  flooft  ignoiitt  rtbbk  of  iMha,  ^<arw,  or  ^irwii^ 
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death  at  London.  After  he  was  ovefpowere4,  and  before  his 
hands  were  bound,  it  is  faid,  he  threw  his  fword  into  Robroy* 
fione  loch.  An  oaken  couple^  or  joifi,  which  made  part  of 
die  bam,  in  which  the  Scotch  hero  was  takeut  is  ftill  to  be 
fecn  in  this  neighbottthood,  and  may  jet  laft  for  ages. 


The  following  Statistical  Table,  which  was  taken  very 
accurately  from  houfe  to  houfe,  by  the  Pariih  Schoolmailer 
(who  travelled  300  miles  through  the  pariih,  colleAtng  thefe 
materials,  in  May  1791)1  ihews 


7£<  PorULdTIOKf  Mc.  of  the  Parifb  of  CamdBM. 


Number  of  iohabited  houles,   390 
■  empty  do.    -      -    is 

— — .  femaln,     • 

— —  malci. 


Majority  of  femakt,    •    85 


Population  ai  returned  to  Dr« 

Webfter  in  1755,     -      -    aj9< 
Number  of  fools,  101793,  -   1767 

Decrcafe,    -    6*9 


Perfona  bom  in  the  parifty   -  84s 
■       nndcr  6  years  of  age,  ass 
■  aboTe  70  years,      -       jo 

A^rerageofeachfiunily,      •      4§ 
Annual  average  of  births  for 

SoyMTspaft,        .        •        43 
Ditto  of  marriages  for  that 

time,  -  .        -    15 

Average  produce  of  each,     -        3 
Wages  of  the  bell  plowman  by 
the  year,  I«.x6    •    0* 


Wages  of  inferior  do.  L.is    o    0* 
— —  bcft  maid  fcr- 

▼aots,    -       600* 
■     infieriof  do.       400* 

per  day,         o     »    3* 
■     '        day  labourers, 

per  day,    -      o 


Number  of  horfcs, 
•^*^*^-^    cows, 
I  ■  flieep, 


t    ( 
37? 

W 


«  «  «  «    iV.  ^.  Tiip  tnihir  wffti  Ufidet  Mr  mSmali, 

t  When  M  ftec§^w9ri^  titj  mdk  mm\fimfrm  30/;  U  JfO/L  3Mm^. 
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Kmiibtr  of  fwine,  •        4Z  Number  of  bttryiag  pUcet,  be« 

* dogi,  .-         io«  iidesCaddercharcli- 


carti,     -       -  384                              yard,             -  i 

ploughs,        -  i3iJ        *     __-  corn  miUt,        .  4 

•  weavers  looms,  jjS  .  -.— i.. —  Ijot  do.  -  5 
watches^  -  107  dove  cote*  t,  -  i 
docks,         -  zzo  — —  families,  all  bom  in 

•  flated  hottfes  I,  -     zS                                   the  parilh,      -  6 

•  public  do.  {•      *      15  ' 


Mifcittaneotts  OhfervaUons^^^^tovDi  the  preceding  table  It 
appears,  that  not  one  half  of  the  inhabitants  have  been  bom 
in  the  parilh  : — That  nearly  one  eighth  of  them  are  under  fix 
years  of  age  :^-That  there  is  a  dog,  a  clock,  or  a  watch,  for 
every  honfe  in  the  parifli : — ^That  there  is  a  oart,  or  a  plough, 
for  every  houfe  : — And  that  there  is  nearly  one  horfe,  and 
more  than  three  cows,  for  every  houfe  in  it.  The  cows  are 
very  produdive.  The  produce  of  one  cow  has  brought  the 
owner  lol.  Sterling  in  the  yean — There  is  only  i  four  wheel- 
cd  carriage  in  the  pariih. — ^There  is  a  threihing  machine,  which, 
with  4  men  and  3  horfes,  will  threlh  from  8  to  10  bolls  each 
hour—- The  oldeft  man  in  the  parifli  is  94  years  of  age.  There 
are  2  men  ftill  alive,  both  of  the  name  of  William  Gray^  who 
have  been  each  married  to  their  prefent  wives  58  years.—. 
There  was  a  working  mafon  in  this  parifli,  whofe  wife  brought 
him  xB  children  \  and  a  noble  lady  has  bom  33  children  to 
•ne  hufliand. — The  people  here  are  not  fond  of  a  feafaring 
life,  and  but  few  inlift  into  the  army  ;  though,  of  late,  ix 

3  F  2  handfome 

i  Ou  iai/  9/  OffiiiKMiem  Uufy  hilt. 
$  Tlere  were  formerly  iily  Ub$. 

f  The  Jews  im  eaeh  •/  ttefi  eirefupfrfedU  defirey  Se  Utti  •/ pwk  euuuuJlyf  Vftui 
u  sa^  Mle  Iff  U  tiefirmetii  «"  m  intr^e,^r  atmm* 
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bandfomc.yoiiog  miows  hare  joined  tbe  Traio.  One  of  them 
19  6  feet  3  inches  high. — The  inhabitanti  here  (hewed  great 
averfioa  to  anfwer  any  queftion,  tending  to  diibover  the  real 
ftate  of  their  flock,  eatlky  or  popuktion.  An  apprdMafioa 
of  WW  imtei,  Hew  wars^  and  of  raifing  niw  armies^  feemed  to 
be  the  chief  caufe  of  their  ynwillingnels  to  communicate  io- 
fmnattoo  on  thefe  fabjeAa« 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER    XXIX. 

PARISH   OF   MUTHIL. 

(Countjr  of  Perth'-Pre/bjftery  of  Auchteraritr — Synod  of 
Perth  and  Stirling.') 

By  th$  Rev.  Mr,  Jonr  SeoTT»  Miniver. 


Name^  Sitmaimi  and  Extent. 

MUTIilL  18  fituated  oa  the  borders  of  the  Highlands ; 
and  as  the  names  ^  ilmoft  all  the  places  around  are 
Gaelic,  and  generally  defcriptiTe  of  their  local  fituation,  it  pro- 
bably takes  its  name  from  an  JLtHf  word,  of  fomewhat  a  fiml- 
lar  found,  which  fignifies  tie  norAJUt  of  the  hill.— The  pa- 
riih  is  of  an  irregular  ihape,  but  one  of  the  moft  populous  of 
the  whole  country ;  and  is  of  great  extent,  being  from  8  ta  zo 
miles  in  length,  and  from  6  to  9  in  breadth.-— The  village,. 
where  the  Uri  ftands,  which  gives  its  name  to  the  parilh,  is  up- 
on the  great  military  road,  leading  to  Invemefs  by  Tay  Bridge.* 
It  is  4  miles  fouth  from  Grief,  17  from  Stirling,  and  nearly 
the  ikme  diftance  from  Perth.  Before  the  Reformation,  it 
was  the  refidence  of  the  Dean  of  Dumblane,  and  in  after  times, 
the  feat  of  a  prefbytery,  which  now  meets  at  Auchterarder, 
^iog  more  in  the  center  of  the  diftrift. 

Soil, 
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Soil  and  Surface, — ^In  to  large  a  parifli,  die  farfaoe,  u  maj 
natundly  be  fuppofed,  is  made  up  of  flat  and  rifing  grounds, 
of  lulls  and  valleys ;  ib  thai  the  fail  in  one  place,  mnft  needs 
differ  widely  from  that  in  another.  In  the  S.  W.  part  of  the 
pariih,  there  are  many  thonfand  acres,  at  prefent  thought  ua- 
fit  for  cultivation,  being  completelj  covered  over  with  heath, 
or  with  deep  mofs.  For  many  miles,  the  haughs  on  the  £am, 
and  alfo  on  the  Water  of  Allan,  are,  for  the  moft  part,  a  light 
loam,  on  a  gravelly  or  fandy  bottom,  which,  with  lime  or 
marie,  produces  excellent  crops*  The  higher  grounds  lie  apoa 
beds  of  till,  naturally  wet,  but,  when  drained,  they  are,  by 
the  above  mentioned  manures,  rendered  no  kfs  produftive. 

Cultivation. — Since  the  year  1770,  large  marU  fiu  hare 
been  difcovered  in  both  fides  of  the  parifh,  and  much  lime  has 
been  ufed  in  agriculture*  Almoft  ^ytxj  farmer  lays  down  a 
field  annually  with  grafs  feeds,  and  finds  his  account  in  it. 
Lefs  ground  is .  now  plowed  up,  more  cattle  and  hor&s 
aie  rearedt  and  four  times  the  quantity  of  grain  is  pro* 
duced.  The  tenants  are  therefore  in  a  thriving  conditioB, 
and  the  peafantry,  in  general,  are  indufirious,  fober,  and  con* 
tented  in  their  ftations.— *Not  only  has  much  arable  land  bcca 
meliorated,  but  what  is  ftiU  more  worthy  of  notice^  between 
1000  and  1200  acres  (}xx  their  former  ftate  good  for  little), 
have,  within  thefe  laft  30  years,  been  inclofed  and  planted 
with  trees  of  various  kinds,  that  now  ferve  to  adorn,  and,  ere 
long.  Will  enrich  the  country ;  by  affording  ufeful  timber, 
befides  fuel,  at  an  cafy  rate,  to  thoufands,  who  derive  but 
little  advantage  from  their  moiles,  and  live  at  a  great  diAaoce 
from  coal  pits. 

Climate  and  Di/ea/es,*^As  the  parifh  abounds  in  wood,  and 
wood  and  water,  the  air  is  in  general  moift,  and  many  fitua* 

tions 
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tions  are  damp ;  jet,  upon  the  whole,  the  people  are  tolerabl j 
healthy,  and  live  to  a  good  old  age.  Many,  that  are  betweeti 
4o  and  70,  work  as  daj  labourers ;  numbers  of  others,  be- 
tween 70  and  80  years  of  age,  are  going  about  their  ordinary 
bufinels.  A  man  died  lately,  fome  years  above  90.  The  moft 
common  dlfeafes  are  fevers,  rheumatifins,  and  confujnptions. 
At  times,  the  meafles  and  hooping  cough  carry  off  many  in* 
fants.  But  the  fmall  pox  (formerly  fo  fatal  to  children),  by 
the  improved  mode  of  treatment,  deftroys  very  few.  Ino- 
cnlation  is  now  very  common  among  all  ranks  ;  and  the  pre« 
judlces  of  the  vulgar,  againft  this  moft  falutary  operation, 
are  at  an  end*  The  Commiffioners  on  the  Annexed  Eftates 
paid  a  furgeon,  for  inoculating  the  children  of  the  tenants 
and  of  the  poor.  Some  hundreds  were  inoculated  at  a  time, 
and  every  one  of  them  recovered.  It  muft  give  pleafure  to 
add,  that  the  prefent  proprietor  of  the  Perth  eftate  continues 
to  employ  a  furgeon,  for  the  fame  benevolent  purpofe ;  and 
alfo  to  attend  the  parents  that  are  poor,  when  they  ftand  in 
need  of  medical  affiftance.  An  example  well  worthy  of 
imitation ! 

Birds  and  ^adrupedt. — ^There  are  in  the  parilli,  plenty  o£ 
partridges,  moorfowl  and  fiiipes ;  alfo  a  few  heath  cocks,  or 
black  cocks ;  and,  at  particular  feafons  of  the  year,  vaft  num- 
bers of  plovers,  woodcocks,  wild  ducks,  wild  geefe  and  teals. 
-—There  are  abundance  of  hares,  rabbits,  foxes,  badgers  and 
polecats,  bred  in  the  parifli.  At  this  time,  there  are  no  wild 
deer ;  but  as  the  horns  of  both  the  elke  aiid  foreft  deer,  of  a 
very  large  fi^^e,  have  of  late  been  found  in  marie  pits,  on  both 
fides  of  the  parifli,  and  as  the  head  and  horns  of  the  urut^ 
(the  bos  ftrus  of  Linnaeus),  or  mountain  bull,  were  lately 
dug  up  at  the  fide  of  a  fmall  lake»  near  Drummond  Cajlle,  it 

plainly 


it^  lifhicb  ft  fltx  mill  ift  placed,  a  Iktie  aliove  ikt  {ioce  wberc 
it  blU  into  ^e  £ro.— ^Thelv  arc  federal  cooticy  roads  m  the  pa^ 
t\(h ;  but  the  moft  remarkable  one^  is  the  great  miUtarj  oac^ 
from  Stirling,  by  Grief,  to  Invemeis,  which  runs  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  parifli  for  8  or  9  miles,  croSing  the  Allan,  the 
knaick,  the  Macbaiiji  and  the  £rti|  over  each  of  Which 
rivers  there  is  a  ftooe  bridge* 

Pop$iotiofi. — The  n;*..  r:ages  bavcj  for  ab  years  paft,  beeii^ 
t>n  an  average,  f^om  30  to  36.  The  exad  number  of  baptifms 
cannot  fo  eafilj  be  afcertained*  This  is  chiefly  owing  to  the 
negligence  of  thofe  who  are  not  of  our  communion,  or  are 
conne&ed  with  a  chapel  of  eafe  in  a  diftant  part,  and  who  fel* 
dom  think  of  fendiiig  tteir  childrai'a  names  to  b4»  put  ou  the 
parifli  regiibn  There  ace  however  from  8^  to  99  baptifms  re** 
«o«M  inttvally*  No  regifter  of  burials  baviag  beeo  kepti  it  ia 
diAcak  lofay«  id  whalfroportipii  births  and  bttriak  fland  to 
Mch  otiiar  :  Bot  it  i^  il  tMrno  fafi,  that  the  population  haa 
iacra&d  ytrf  ooofidarably  Hjotit  the  jaar  a}  ]fQ  |  Cor  at  that 
pcffidd  the  p^imladoB  flood  as  follow^ ; 

£zaaiiaableperfbotofdkeJfcftibiiihcdChte^4  *  *  ^  i  itso 
Children  under  7  years  of  age,  ^  «  a  4  a      390 

WAaUn^ymta^wdM^Attt  •  «  •  *  «     400 

Inali,       4       ^646 

%Vhereas»  by  a  lift  lately  uken^  it  appears,  that  there  are  at 

prefent  in  the  parifli# 

Bxaminftble  ptrfom  of  the  Cht^rch  of  Seotbwli  •              *           St  60 

ChadfaiuodaL7]reartof  age,         •         .         •  4         «         •        430 

OU  and  7oitfl|^  the  Church  of  Snghnd,         •  •         *         •         156 

■  *Ptdbytmhn  Digentew,          •  *           *           i      i6o' 

'                    ■  Roman  Catholici,          •            *  .           *           4a 

Totali       *       994^ 
JacMfewilKBtliofehllaayian^       ^      *       T       t        '       '       t^ 

Vot.  VIIL  3  Q^  Previona 
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Pimom  10  ^«  year  1770,  liowever,  the  number  Ittd*  te 
creafed  j  for  the  retom  to  Dr.  Wefaftcry  aboat  15  jean  h^ 
fore,  vast 

Prateftuits  of  all  perfuallQiit  and  iftty  .  -  •  .     ^^ 

3hq^  -  -  -  -  -  -        -        59 

ioall,       -        s^oft 
The  iscreafii  upon  tte  whole,  therefore,  within  thefe  hift  37  ycui»  b 

OBly  ------        4* 

The  late  rapid  increafe  ^aa  been  partlj  owing  to  the  dmfioo 
and  fidkUvifion  of  farms,  (which  was  frequently  die  (cafie, 
while  the  Perth  eftate  was  in  the  hands  of  the  commiffionecs}  i 
and  partly  to  the  enlargement  of  the  yiHage  of  MuthiL 

Fittager^In  1770,  Jtfiv/ii/ contained  oidy  about  50  or  60 
families ;  but  fince  that  period^  to  many  new  fens  have  been 
given  off  and  built,  and  fo  many  finall  old  honles  have  been 
taken  down  and  rebuilt,  upon  a  larger  f<£ale^  that  it  now  ecu*' 
fifts  of  about  140  houfea  and  roomSf  that  contain  fepante  &» 
milies  ^  fo  that  thfc  number  of  fouls,  on  a  modeiate  calcula- 
tion, is  upwards  of  400  ;  whereas  formarly,  the  whole  nunw 
bar  did  not  exceed  ado,  at  the  utmoft, 

Pr^/^oAT.— There  are  about  50  mechanics  of  diffiereot 
kinds  in  this  village  i  6  ihopkeepers,  and  7  or  8  public  houfes; 
the  reft  chiefly  confift  of  day  labourers,  and  their  families ; 
widowsi  who  have  reforted  hither  for  the  education  of  their 
children;  and  old  unmarried  women,  who  have  retired  from 
fervice.  There  is*  no  writer,  furgeon,  or  phyfician  in  the  pa- 
rilh*  When  legal  or  medical  affiftance  is  neededi  application 
is  made  to  thofe  at  Grief  or  Dumblane^ 

Hent  and  Heritors.^^The  valued  rent  of  the  pariili  is 
7'784lr  losi  Scotch  i  the  real  sent  is  upwards  of  4000L  Ster^ 
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Uiig*-rTbere  are  ix  heritors^  many  of  whom  have  bat  little 
jfffiperty  in  the  pariih ;  Mr.  Drummond  of  Perth  being  pro- 
prietor  of  more  than  two  thirds  of  it.  Three  of  them  are  con^ 
Aant  refidenters :  other  three  have  houfes,  at  which  thej  refid^ 
occafionally ;  all  of  whom  defenre  great  praife  for  what  thej 
have  done,  in  planting,  indofing,  and  otheryrife  improviag,  the 
fidd9  that  lie  around  their  £eats« 

Cburchf  Sccrr-llhe  ckmrch  ia  an  old  fabric,  that  has  ftood  for 
Some  centuritf,  and  has  often  been  repaired.  It  is  faid  to 
Jiaye  been  built  by  Ochiltree  Biihop  of  Dumblane,  before  the 
Keformation :  The  precife  year  is  not  known.  It  has  how- 
ler all  the  marks  of  antiquity :  The  roof  is  fupported  by  a 
dooUe  i^ow  of  pillars,  with  aiiles  on  ^ach  fide;  and  there  is  a^quarct 
fteeple  al  the  weft  end  ;  direftly  oppofite  tp  wJ^ch«  there  is  ia 
the  eaft  end  a  quire,  which  is  a  narrow  building,  with  a  large 
Crothic  window.  Near  to  it,  are  fiiU  to  be  feen  the  yeftiges 
of  three  ftepa  up  to  the  altar.«^The  man/e  is  a  little  out  of  the 
Tillage  and  was  rebuilt  aboi^t  9  or  zo  years  ago.  The  glebe 
con&fts  of  8  aores,  and  the  ftipend  is  about  xoo  guineas*»-r-The 
patnmage  js  in  the  .Grown,  as  coming  in  the  room  of  thjP  Biihop 
of  Dumblane.  Befides  the  pariih  church,  there  are  other 
three  places  of  worihip,  vix.  a  chapel  of  ea£e,  a  church  of 
^glaod  meeting  houfe,  and  a  Popifli  chapel.  There  are  alfo 
^he  remains  of  a  Roman  catholic  church  at  Strageath,  and  9 
f  bapel  a  miles  to  the  fputhward* 

3  Q^a   ^  Schools^ 

*The  prefent  mlnifter  is  Mr.  Jdhn  Scott^  who  facceeded  hit  father  in  Apri} 
fli%  whofiB  predeceflbr  was  Mr.  IK^Uitm  Hally,  the  Mi  Prefbyterian  mlnifter 
after  the  Revolutioa,  and  who,  for  (ereral  yeara  after  hit  ordination,  wat  obliged 
fo  preach  finom  a  tent  10  the  ^horcb-Tard,  while  th^  Eptfcopal  tncnmbeat  ^epc 
Mffeifion  of  the  church. 


^ri(ooJ[f.— There  trs  in  the  ptrilh  3  fchooU,  et  which  abdiil 
300  hojB  and  gir]s  are  anaaallj  educated.  A-t  the  ptancbkt 
fthoQl  there  afe  ofjDeii  about  100,  manj  of  whom  ooiae  from 
diftant  parts  of  the  country  \  and  at  each  of  the  other  two 
fcbooU  from  60  to  80.  One  of  thefe  fchook  has  bfpen  efta* 
bliAisd  by  the  Society  for  propagating  Chriftiaa  Knowledge, 
with  a  (alary  of  lalp  Thepe,  30  or  40  boya  ^bA  girU 
are  annually  taught  gratis.  The  other  fchoolmafter  is  pre- 
pentor  at  the  cha^  of  tofe^  laldy  built  on  the  foutfa  fide  of 
the  pf  rifl),  $nd  \m  a  fmal}  falaiy,  but  chiefty  depends  upon 
the  profits  of  his  fchool. 

p0on— In  a  parifh  fo  e]|tenfive,  wfatra  the  fsnns  are  finaD, 
and  where  there  are  many  day  kbourers  and  cottagers,  fitwt* 
<Bd  at  a  diftance  f^m  fi^el,  there  is,  as  nsay  naturslly  bs 
fuppofed,  a  great  number  of  poor/  At  prefent  dieie  are  up- 
wards of  ao,  who  receive  a  monthly  fHppIy»  ati4  pecfaaps  30 
more,  who  receive  %  little  i|ow  and  then  from  the  parifli  fluids, 
There  are  alfo  feme  poor  familiesi  who,  once  a  year,  get  what 
may  ferve  to  pay  their  houfe  ttvl^  to  clothe  one  pr  more  of 
their  children,  of*  to  bny  9  H"^  coals. — The  fimii  coafift  oC 
the  culleftioQS  at  the  churchy  which  amount  to  abo\^t  50l*  per 
annum  : — ^The  mortclo^h  dues,  the  rent  of  a  few  feats  ia  the 
church,  and  intepeft  of  money,  make  about  18I.  or  I9lt  mofB*, 
to  which  the  heritor;  (much  to  their  hommr),  add  aol.  Sterling, 
amounting,  in  whole^  to  withina  ttiBeof  yol.  Stetlingi  whichf 
mth  v9\^x,  is  giveh  by  th|s  family  at  Drummpnd  Grille,  over 
and  above  Mr.  Drummond's  (bare,  in  conmion  with  other  heri- 
tors, ferves  to  keep  the  poor  (in  that  neighbourhood)!  &t 
home,  witI>out  begging  ff om  4oor  to  doof • 

yftitffitiHes.'^Thtrt  are  two  Romm  c^mp^  in  the  parifli;  e>< 
at  Strageath,  and  anothdt  at  Ardoch  \  befides  fcyeral  forts  of 

obfcrvatioB. 
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obfervifttM.  ^  The  camp  at  Siragiath  is  fituated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Erti,  near  Innerpefiraj.  Its  dlmeofions  cannot  now  be 
afcertained  with  anjr  degree  of  exaftnefs  ;  the  lines  and  ditches 
being  completely  levelledi  except  in  a  few  places.  But  from 
i^hat  /ematns,  it  feems  not  to  have  been  ftrongly  fortified. 
From  ks  fize,  too,  it  appears  to  have  been  onlj  a  temporary 
ftatioQ  for  a  fmall  arinj. 

The  camp  at  drdteb^  at  being  the  mod  complete  of  anj  in 
Scodand,  or  perhaps  in  Great  Britain,  is  entitled  to  a  more 
particttlar  defcription.  lu  fitnation  gaVe  it  many  advantages; 
being  on  the  N.  W.  fide  of  a  deep  mofs,  that  mns  a  long 
vnj  eaftward«  On  the  weft  fide,  it  is  partly  defended  bj  the 
fleep  banks  of  the  water  of  Knaick  ;  which  bank  rifes  per- 
pendicttkrly  between  40  and  50  feet.  The  north  and  eaft 
fides  latere  moft  ezpofed ;  and  there,  we  find,  veiy  particular 
care  tvis  taken  to  ibcure  them.  The  ground  on  the  eaft  is 
pretty  regular,  and  defi^ends  by  a  gentle  flope  from  the  lines 
o{  fortification,  which,  on  that  fide,  confift  of  five  rows  of 
ditches,  perfeftly  entire,  and  running  patmllel  to  one  another. 
Tbefe  altogether  are  about  55  yards  in  breadth.  On  the 
notth  fide  there  are  an  equal  number  of  lines  and  ditches, 
but  to  yards  broader  than  the  former.  On  the  weft,  befides 
the  fteep  precipices  above  mentioned,  it  was  defended  by  at 
leaft  two  ditches.  One  n  fttU  vifible ;  tHe  others  have  proba- 
bly been  filled  up,  in  making  the  great  military  road  from 
Stirlfng  to  the  North* 

The  fide  of  the  camp,  lying  to  the  fouthward,  exhibits  to 
the  antiquary  a  le(s  pleafing  profpeft.  Here  the  peafant*s 
rugged  band  has  laid  in  ruins  a  great  part  of  the  lines ; 
(o  that  it  may  be  with  propriety  fiiid,  in  the  words  of  a  La- 
tin  poet,  ••  Jam  figei  £/f ,  tin  Ttrojafttit  •."  However,  from 
the  remains  yet  to  be  traced,  it  appears  there  were  alfo  3  or 

4  ditches^ 
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4  ditdies,  wluch»  vnfik  ks  mmnd  advwtiges,  feodered  tkif 
fide  as  ftrong  and  as  fecore  as  any  of  the  others*  The  4  en* 
tries  crofOng  the  lineSt  ^  right  angles,  ace  ftill  diftinfilj  to  be 
ieen« 

The  area  of  the  canp  is  an  obloog  of  140  yaids,  bj  125 
within  the  lines.  The  GetfiraPs  ^uarttr  rifes  aboTe  the  level 
of  the  camp,  but  is  not  in  the  center..  It  is  a  regular  fqasre, 
isach  fide  being  e^ca&ly  90  yards.  At  prefent,  ii  e^dubits  evi- 
4ent  noarks  of  having  been  inclofed  with  a  ftone  wall^  and 
contaiAB  the  fbundstioiis  of  a  houfe,  |o  yards  by  7.  That  a 
place  of  worjQup  has  heea  erefied  here,  is  not  inptpbablci 
as  it  has  ob^iped  the  nfune  of  Ck^fit  fiifl  from  tiiat  isune* 
aaorial. 

Befides  the  camp  abiove  n^entionedc  fo  comi^etely  fortiikd 
both  by  nature  and  fut,  (and  which  is  fuppofed  to  hnve  beat 
iCdrmed  by  jigricqla^  for  the  Roman  Jegiops  under  his  cobw 
9Qand,)  there  are  other  twp  encampments  adjoining  to  it,  and 
having  a  commptiicati<)in  with  one  another,  containing  above 
730  acres  of  ground.  Thefe  f^^em  to  have  been  defended  bj 
only  a  fingle  ditch  and  rampart,  and  probably  were  intended 
for  the  cavalry  and^auxiHaries*  Her^  was  room  for  all  the 
forces,  that  fought  under  ^rico^i  near  thp  Grampian  moun- 
tains, notwithftanding  what  has  beeafaid  by  Mr.  Gordon,  in 
bis  Itinirarium  Sfptqifrio^ale^  to  th^  contrary ;  who  probaUy 
imagined,  as  others  have  done  fince,  that  the  whole  ground  st 
Ardoch,  fortified  by  the  Romans,  lay  within  the  fmaU  cam; 
fibove  mentioned. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  the  twp  laige  eacampments 
had  a  communication  with  one  another;  and,  that  thore  was  t 
f ttbterraneous  paflage  from  the  fmall  one,  under  the  bed  of 
the  river,  is  more  than  probable,  £rom  a  circumftaace  now 
to  be  mentioned.  There  was  a  ie/#  near  the  fide  of  the  pr^* 
torium^  that  went  in  a  floping  direftton  for  many  fiuhoms ; 
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In  nfbidit  it  wds  generally  believed,  trea(breS|  as  well  as  Ro«» 
man  antiquitie)i^  might  be  found*  In  order  to  afcertaxn  thi J 
&&,  a  man,  who  had  been  condemned  by  the  baron  court  of 
a  neighbouring  lord,  upon  obtaining  a  pardon,  agreed  to  be 
let  down  bj  a  rope  into  thia  hole*  He  at  firft  brought  up 
with  him,  from  a  great  depth,  Romata  fpears,  hefanetay  frag^ 
meots  of  bridlesy  and  feveral  other  articles :  But  upon  being 
let  down  a  Ijecond  time,  was  killed  hyfoul  air.  No  attempta 
liate  been  made  liace  that  time.  The  articles,  above  mention-* 
^,  laj  at  the  houfe  of  Ardoch  for  many  years,  but  were  all 
carried  off,  by  fome  of  the  ibldief  s  isk  the  Duke  of  Argyll's 
army,  in  17x5,  after  the  battle  of  Sheriffmmr^  and  could  ne-i 
^er  afterwards  be  recovered.  The  mouth  of  the  hole  was 
covered  up  with  a  millftone,  by  an  old  gentleman,  who  lived 
at  the  houfe  of  Ardoch,  while  the  family  were  in  Huflia,  about 
the'year .  I720,  to  prevent  hares  from  running  into  it,  whea 
purfiaed  by  hfa  dogs  ;  and  as  earth,  to  a  confiderable  depth^ 
'Cnts  laid  over  the  miUftotfe,  the  place  cannot  now  be  found, 
although  diligent  fearch  has  been  made  for  it* 

^  tHien  the  Ardoch  Family  returned  to  the  country,  the 
camp  was  nfed  as  pafture  ground  for  cattle ;  and,  by  Sir  Wil« 
liam  Stirling,  the  prefent  proprietor,  has  been  indofed  with  i 
high  ftone  wall,  that  it  may  never  again  fufler  by  a  plough* 
ihare.  He  has  alio  prohibited  the  tenants  from  plowing  up^ 
or  otherwife  demolifhing,  any  part  of  the  remaining  lines  of 
ramparts  round  the  two  larger  camps.  He  has  now  an  urn, 
pecfc^y  entire,  which  was  dug  up  near  the  weft  fide  of  the 
prtetorium^  or  general's  quarters,  containing  alhes,  and  fome 
ixnall  pieces  of  a  human  IkuU  *• 

Drummott4 

*  A  number  otjfmt  nfiu^  with  fkeletoni  10  them,  were  not  long  ago  found, 
lo  formiDg  a  road  by  the  fide  d{  the  damp  to  the  houfe  of  ArdocL    lo  a  caiin^ 
abovt  a  mile  to  th«  weftward,  no  lelii  than  i%%  feet  in  length,  30  feet  in  a 
Hoping  height,  a&d  45  fec(  ia  brotdth  at  Uw  bale,  there  wm  fossd  a  done  cof- 
fin. 
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Drmmmotid  Cq/Uf  .^The  bmUiag  moft  worthy  of  Botiee  If 
the  old  Gaftle  of  Dniiamoii4«  tlw  tacieot  feat  of  Ae  oobk 
hrnHf  of  Petth.  It  ftaadU  upon  a  fock.  Above  a  mife  to  die 
weftwtrd  of  the  nttttvjrood,  aod  watboih  inthcyoor  14904 
It  wms  murooftd  «ad  partly demolilhei  10  tdtp;  yat  Ih^  wafls 
ui  fbiaa  plaoet  vera  &  ftiong  and  totira,  that  «  part  of 
Acm  bave  baan  laldy  repaiiad,  and  fitted  up  for  ft  libvavy,  by 
tha^pceCettt  propiklor.  Tha  boofe,  in  wbicb  tha  £mii^  bavs 
'  scfidcd 


tfi,  ia«liicli  CiMMWaiallrtkMB  t  CMtko;.  Tlie  <«ini  Ivf  Uraai  aardi  t9 
totht  Md  «h«  MlEa  «M  awiy  la  (lie  aaUe  of  ll>  «Wa  the  tead  a»  tbt  cA 
Moft  of  cbftftonctkt^  been  carried  twaf  to  tndofr  tl^  acighhoarii^  friw; 
but  die  coffio,  with*  few  Urge  ftoDciacoiUid  it,  hai,  bj  order  of  aiv  WiHiw 
itirliiig,  beed  preferred. 

TiMre  ore.  te  feme  placet,  tli«  retnaim  of  BudA^a  UwfUt^  asd  tiicte  A 
BMij  fia^  tafge  Aoan  ilut  ftaad  «p  on  €Bd»  M^  Iti  aad  futttt  ta  feet  ii 
Ugbt.  Thsf  arescDcraUf  anaboMedtoalaoahMidof  atrqrcal8«r:p>P 
fibljfosiecl  thole,  celebnted  by  the  Godic  batd.  wht^  aiadt  tfaa  gnve  ef  a 
duef;  or  the  place  where  he  Cell  in  battle :  **  Thefe  may  be  the  iloaes  of  re- 
^  aown,  caifed  to  the  foul  that  never  melted  before,  but  waa  like  the  ftcd  d 
•hUfword*." 

llkertaiiaihaFiiiibaEaBaattiaiar  ciiiftaNif,.agmtpaA  of  irinchir 
aov  covered  over  with  heath,  leading  Iroaa  Aidodi  %•  a  fort  of  obfamiMa, 
called  Cmf't  C^,  fitnaced  on  the  tQp  of  the  Midr  of  Orchid  the  lines  of  whiEk 
are  ftill  very  diftan^  There  iialfo  another  fort  of  ohiiervatton,  larger,  bat  net 
ii  enttn  u  the  one  aho^  oientioned,  which  it  fituated  to  the  oocthvrvd  of  ^ 
taifeofOrohiL 

k  is  worthy  ol  nsri^  that,  chdb  by  BriiinaMtiil  Ckftk»  thcie  la  a  finS 
roak,«alhKl  &^'«  Cr«jf,a8d»br  the  «oaatry  ptopit,  Mmcm  All;  kmm  whaot 
a  fire  in  the  night  might  be  feei^  at  the  difiance  of  40  or  50  aulei  to  the  oft- 
ward.  The  top  of  it  it  flatiand  covered  with  alhet  to  a  coafiderable  depth,  h  w 
within  two  mileiof  Strageath,  and  may  be  feen  from  Camp*!  Caftle,  md  trm 
alnioft  everypart  of  )t  Roman  road  or  canfeway,  nmniag  from  Strageath  he 
mikt  together,  eaftward,  ia  a  fbaight  line^  to  the  parks  of  Gaifc:,  where  there 
are  fUU  the  remains  of  a  Roman  ftation.  From  which  it  aa  <v^en^  chat  thi* 
rock  haibccB  a  plaec  of  figaalf|  radhcBfiC  derived  it»8Ma«» 
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irtfided  for  a  coitur j  bygooe,  and  in  which  it  now  refides,  is  on  the 
fame  rock  with  the  Caftle,  a  little  to  the  eaftward.  It  is  a 
plain  boilding,  that  had  originallj  been  intended  as  only  a  teiii« 
porary  lodging,  hut  is  now  enlarged,  and  made  very  conveni- 
ent \  and  although  an  old  houfe  modernized,  (like  many  other 
feats  in  the  parifh),  yet  its  pleafant  fitaation,  and  its  beautiful 
and  unbounded  profped  to  the  eaftward*  attraft  the  notice 
and  the  admiration  of  every  ftranger* 

MifceUamtouM  Oh/ervaiiom* .^^^Thert  are  in  the  pariih  5  or 
6  ftills^  of  40  gallons  each,  for  making  whiiky.  There  are  8 
meal  miUs  of  old  ftanding,  and  4  flax  mills,  three  of  which  have 
been  erefted  fautlatdy.  Befides  theic,  fince  1770,  there  have 
been  built  in  the  pari(k,  5  mills  for  t^reihtag  com,  2  of  which 
are  driven  by  water.  There  is  alfo  an  oil  mill,  and  a  cotton 
work  upon  a  fmall  fcak.«--There  is  t  coach  ;  6  four  wheeled 
chaifesy  and  x  fingle:horfe  chaife,  in  the  parifk.*— Since  the  pe- 
riod above  mentioned,  the  prices  of  labour  and  provifions,  have 
sncreafed  more  in  proportion,  than  they  have  done  in  moft  other 
places ;  owing  partly  to  the  number  of  gentlemen,  that  now 
refide  in  the  country,  and  partly  to  the  thriving  ftate  of  the 
tenantry.  At  that  time,  the  higheft  wages  the  farmers  gave 
CO  an  able  bodied  man  fervant,  did  not  exceed  4I.  pr  at  moft 
jl.  Sterling  ;  and  female  fervants  bad  from  25s.  to  ^js.  p^ 
annum:  whereas  now,  the  men's  wages  are  from  7L  to  lol., 
aod  the  women's  wages  from  2I.  los.  to  3U  io«  A  day  la« 
b^urer  can  now  earn  is.  per  day  in  the  fummer,  and  in  autumn 
as  much,  befides  bis  viduals,  whole  wages  formerly  never  ex- 
ceeded the  half  of  that  fum.  Butcher  meat,  which  could  then 
be  bought  for  ad.,  is  now  4d.  per  pound.  Hens,  chickeost  and 
^gS9  ftre  more  than  double  die  price  they  were  formerly  j  and 
ten  times  the  quantity  of  all  thofe  articles  is  now  ufed. — The 
flroBgeft  winds  blow  from  the  S.  W,|  and  the  celdeft  from  the 
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E.  and  N.  £.  \  whilft  the  Grampian  Hills,  which  rife  t^  a 
great  height,  at  the  diftaoce  of  a  few  miles,  not  only  fcreen 
from  the  northern  blafts,  but  likewife  attrad  the  clouds  fo 
often,  that  in  manj  places  of  the  pariih,  efpecialljr  on  the  IkibIls 
of  the  £rn,  and  to  the  fouthward,  there  is  clear  funlkine, 
while  hea^  ihowers  of  rain  and  fnow  are  falling  thick,  in  die 
neighbouring  parts,  to  the  northward* 

Upon  the  whole,  there  are  few  places,  that  have  more  local 
advantages  than  Strathern :  But,  what  the  people,  in  this  part 
of  the  eountry,  chiefly  ftand  in  need  of,  is  a  coal  pit,  which, 
if  they  had,  there  would  be  no  fituation  more  agreeable. 
Good  roads  are  now  making  to'  all  the  market  towns ;  and 
large  plantations  of  ufeful  trees  are  fail  advancing  ;  which, 
in  time,  will  pave  the  way  to  the  introdudion  of  manufac- 
tures, and  will  keep  at  home  numbers  of  young  people,  ^who 
at  prefent  are  obliged  to  foek  employment  in  diftant  parts)  \ 
as  well  as  afford  opportunities,  for  the  rifing  generation,  to  ac- 
quire thofe  habits  of  induftry,  in  early  life,  which  may  ferve 
to  render  them  ufeful  members  of  fociety,  in  their  rip^r 
years*. 

NUMBER 

**  As  a  mill-ftpne  is  faid  to  cover  a  hole  or  depodt,  where  Roman  antiquities 
have  been  found,  and  where  more  may  ftill  lie  concealed,  it  appears  to  be  no 
way  diftcult,  to  find  oot  the  pit  by  the  means  of  the  mliUftone;  and  it  is  very  dc- 
firable  to  explore  it,  notvithftaading  the  foni  air  it  may  now  contain.  Fire  it 
often  caufed  by  means  to  prove  the  air.  Perpendicular  Ibafts  may  be  wix-kcd  to  a 
very  great  depth,  without  requiring  any  reaovation  of  air,  by  the  means  of  pipcsi. 
If,  therefore,  this  pit  contains  fouj  air,  at  a  fmall  depth,  it  is,  moft  probably,  from 
the  nature  of  the  foil,  from  its  containing  fulphur,  &c.  and  may  be  worth  ex- 
ploring, on  that  account.—- If,  when  the  hole  is  at  a  particular  depth,  ft  is  fup- 
pofed  to  lead  horisontally  to  a  certain  dircdion,  it  may  be  neccflary  to  fink 
down  a  (haft  in  this  pbce,  to  communicate  freih  air.-^uppofing  the  hole  to  be 
a  place  of  depofit,  or  a  gallery  of  communication  to  any  particular  plaer, 
it  cannot  be  fo  deep,  as  to  make  the  foul  air  a  matter  <^  much  difBcnlty  or  ex* 
penee  to  get  rid  of.— The  mouth  of  the  bole  may  be  eQlarge4. 


of  Moy  and  DalaroJJie.  499 


NUMBER    XXX. 

UNITED  PARISHES  OF  MOY  AND 
DALAROSSIE. 

^County  and  Prejhytery  of  Invemefs-^ynod  of  Moray.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  M'Bean,  late  Minifier  of  that 
Parijhf  and  now  'Minifter  o/"  Alves. 


Origin  of  the  Name* 

THE  Gaelic  is  almoft  the  onlj  language  ufed  in  thefs 
parifhcs,  and  has  been  fo,  as  far  back  as  tradition  goes. 
The  names  of  all  the  places  in  them  are  evidently  of  Gaelic 
derivation,  and  defcriptive  of  their  fituation,  or  fome  other 
property.  Accordingly,  Moy,  in  Gaelic,-  Magb^  fignifies  a 
meadow  or  plain,  which  is  the  nature  of  the  place  ;  Dalarof* 
fie,  or  Dalferguflie,  is  Fergus's  valley.  The  ancient  name  is 
Starfach^na-galj  i.  e.  the  nrejbold  of  the  Gaels^  or  Highlanders^ 
being  the  pafs,  by  ^hich  the  Highlanders  entered  to  the  Low 
Country,  fb  narrow  between  high  mountains,  that  a  few  men 
could  defend  it  againft  numbers.  It  was  of  great  confequence 
to  the  proprietor  in  thofe  times,  as  he  could  make  inroads  in- 
to the  Low  Country,  and  eafily  prevent  any  purfuit  beyond 
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that  pafs.  He  could  likewife  hinder  any  of  the  neighboimng 
clans  from  paffing  this  place  without  his  oonfent.  So  fenfiUe 
were  they  of  their  dependence  on  him,  upon  this  aocoontv 
that  they  agreed  to  pay  hira  a  certain  tax,  as  often  as  he  gave 
^hem  permiilion  to  take  Ihis  road  with  their  booty;  whkh 
tax  is  ftili  known  by  the  name  of  Stuic^thriach^  u  e.  the  fieak 
or  coUop  of  the  booty,  expreflive  of  the  quality  of  this  plunder, 
which  was  cattle.  After  the  place  was  cleared  of  wood  and 
cultivated,  it  obtained  the  prefent  name  of  Af#)r.  It  came 
into  the  poffeflion  of  William,  the  7th  Laird  of  Mackintofli^  in 
the  year  1336,  and  was  conveyed  to  him  by  David  Bifhop  of 
of  Murray.  The  Laird  of  Mackintoih,  who  is  nndoubted 
chief  of  that  clan,  is  likewife  oapuin  of  Qan  Chattan*  The 
Clan  Chattan  confifted  of  16  tribes,  each  having  their  own 
chieftain,  ^but  all  voluntarily  united  under  the  government  ef 
one  leader,  of  whom  the  prefent  Laird  of  Mackintoih  is  the 
reprefentative. 

Extent  and  Surface. — ^The  greateft  length  of  the  parilb^ 
from  S.  W.  to  N.  £.^  is  about  50  miles,  and  the  mean  breadth 
about  5  miles.  This  country  is  bleak  and  barren,  rugged  and 
mountainous,  except  icnall  (Iripes  and  fpots  on  each  fide  of 
the  river  Findhom,  to  be  afterwards  defcribed. 

Climate  and  D^o/fi.-— The  climate  is  much  colder  here 
than  in  the  neighbouring  pariflies,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  00* 
cafioned  by  the  great  height  of  the  mountains.  Vegetation 
IS  accordingly  later,  than  in  the  places  that  lie  nearer  the  Mur. 
ray  Frith  ;  and  the  crops,  in  cold  feafons,  are  liaUe  to  fu£Fer 
by  the  latenefs  of  the  harvefi.  The  (how  generally  begimr 
to  fall  about  the  middle  of  November,  and  frequently  con* 
tinues  until  March  or  April.  In  the  year  1782,  the  froftand 
fno  w  overtook  the  crops  of  grain  aUpofl;  before  any  of  them  were 
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ripe;  and  they  lay  buried  under  the  (how  till  February  1783. 
Though  every  pofltble  exertion  was  made  to  recover  them, 
yet  Tery  little  was  obtained.  The  people  were  in  the  moft 
miferabk  condition  for  provilions ;  obliged  to  purchafe  them 
at  a  great  diftance,  and  at  fach  a  high  price,  that  many  fa* 
milies  were  put  on  very  fliort  allowance*  Many  were  reduced 
to  extreme  indigence,  from  which  they  have  not  yet  recover-- 
ed.-^But  notwithftanding  tbe  coldoefs  of  the  climate,  the  in- 
habitants are  as  healthy,  if  not  more  fo,  than  their  neigh- 
bours. They  are  not  liable  to  any  peculiar  local  difeafes,  and 
many  of  them  live  to  a  very  great  age.  Two  perfons  died 
laft  fpring  at  the  age  of  93 ;  and  there  are  feveral  at  prefent 
in  the  pari(h  near  90  years  of  age,  wh6  enjby  their  ftrength 
and  faculties,  very  little  impaired  for  that  advanced  age. 

SqU  and  Product. — The  cultivate^  ground  in  the  parilh 
bears  but  a  very  fmall  proportion  to  that  which  is  lying  wafte, 
perhaps  not  above  a  xfth  part.  But  the  foil,  of  what  is  cul* 
tlvated,  is,  for  the  moft  part,  of  a  vary  good  quality,  and,  la 
favourable  feafons,  produces  plentiful  crops.  The  graia 
raifed  here  is  chiefly  black  oats.  Some  Scotch  barley  and  rye 
are  likewife  raifed.  All  the  tenants  and  their  cottagers  plant 
poutoes,  which  ordinarily  thrive  remarkably  well,  and  make 
a  confiderable  part  of  their  mainteuance.  In  favourable 
years,  the  produce  is  nearly  equal  to  the  confumption  of  the 
parifb;  but,  in  unfavourable  feafons,  when  the  crops  fail^they 
are  under  a  necefljty  of  procuring  confiderable  quantities  of 
grain  from  other  places.  The  quantity  of  grain,  nectflary  for 
the  fupport  of  the  inhabitants,  would  require  to  be  much 
greater,  were  it  not  that  the  numbers  of  cattle  and  iheep,  kept 
in  the  pariih,  furniih  them  with  fleih  and  milk  in  aid  of  other 
provifions. 
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Mode  of  Cyltivation. — Farming  is  carried  on  almoft  in  the 
fame  method  at  prefent,  that  was  in  life  for  ages  pad  ;  verj 
few  improvements  have  been  introduced,  nor  do  the  people 
feem  difpofed  to  adopt  any.  Inftead  of  laying  the  whole  duog 
of  the  farm  on  the  barley  land^  according  to  the  general  cuftom 
in  other  places,  it  is  all  laid  here  on.  the  ley  land,  which  thej 
break  up  for  oats  ;  excepting  a  fmall  part  of  it,  which  is  ic^ 
ferved  for  the  little  barley  that  is  fown,  and  the  potatoes. 

Ploughs^  Cattle i  t/r.— On  account  of  the  ihortnefs  of  the 
labouring  feafon,  the  number  of  ploughs  in  the  pariih,  is  much 
greater  then  the  quantity  of  land  would  otherwife  require. 
They  are  not  fewer  than  146,  and  chiefly  drawn  by  4  borfcs 
each,  and  fometimes  there  are*two  oxen  along  with  the  horfes. 
The  number  of  horfes  in  this  parifh  is  about  900  ;  the  num- 
ber of  black  cattle  1,800  ;  and  of  flieep  i2,coo.  There  is  a 
confiderable  number  of  each  of  tbefe  kinds  of  cattle  fold  an- 
nually, with  (he  price  of  which  the  tenants  pay  their  rests, 
and  provide  for  themfelves  all  the  articles  that  their  &nss  do 
not  furnifli. — The  fheep,  upon  the  large  (heep  farms,  are  of 
the  black  faced  kind  ;  but  thofe,  kept  by  the  tenants,  are  a 
crofs  breed,  between  the  large  black  faced,  and  the  fmajl 
iheep,  formerly  kept  in  the  country.  The  wool  of  the  large 
iheep  is  of  a  coarfer  quality,  than  that  of  the  fmall ;  the  wod 
of  the  latter  fells  from  i6s  to  i8s.  per  ftone,  Dutch  weight. 

Wild  Animals  f  Birds ^  Wr. — Foxes  are  very  numerous  overall 
this  country,  and  very  deftniaive  to  the  flieep  and  poultry.  Of 
late  years,  a  fox-hunter  has  been  hired  by  the  neighbourhood 
to  deftroy  them.  The  parifli  abounds  in  polecats,  otters,  ac: 
badgers.  The  red  deer  are  very  numerous  about  the  fourcs 
of  the  Findhorn.  The  woods  in  Moy  abound  with  roes. 
Black  game  and  groufe  are  fo  plentiful  in  this   parxfli,  thi: 
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manj  gentlemen  refort  to  it  in  the  fhooting  feafon.  Cranes  and 
wild  ducks  nedle  in  the  ifland  in  the  lake  of  Moj.  On  a 
high  rock*  above  the  river  Findhoroi  an  eagle  has  for  many 
years  built  her  neft, 

^oo///.<— There  is  a  good  deal  of  natural  wood  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  Findhorn,  chiefly  birch  and  adders.  There  is  a 
traditiouy  that  before  this  country  came  into  the  pofiefEon  of 
Mackintolh,  it  was  in  a  great  meafure  over«run  with  wood, 
and  called  the  Foreft  of  Strathdeam ;  that  it  was  fet  on  fire 
through  careleflnefs,  and  deftroyed  by  the  inhabitants,  when 
they  began  to  clear  the  ground  for  cultivation. — ^The  Laird  of 
Mackintoih^has  very  confiderable  plantations  of  Scotch  firs 
mixed  with  foreft  trees ;  to  which  he  is  making  additions  an- 
sually.  Thefe  plantations  are  in  a  thriving  way,  and  in  a  ihort 
fpace  of  time,  will  decorate  the  country,  and  be  of  ytrj  great 
fervice  to  the  inhabitants. 

Rivers. — ^The  riv£r  Findhom  takes  its  rife,  in  the  hills  of 
this  parifli,  from  a  few  inconfiderable  fprings,  the  principal 
one  of  which  iflues,  in  a  copious  ftream,  from  what  is  called 
the  Cloven  Stone^  a  large  rock  with  a  fiflure  in  it.  The  di- 
redion  of  this  river  is  nearly  from  S.  W.  to  N.  £.  After 
running  for  the  courfe  of  24  miles  through  this  parifli,  it 
paiTcs  through  thofe  of  Calder,  Ardclach,  Edenkeillie,  Dyke 
and  Forres^  apd  falls  into  the  Murray  Frith  at  Findhorn,  in 
the  parifli  of  Kinlofs.  1  he  whole  courfe  of  it,  from  its  fource 
to  the  fea,  is  about  50  miles*  It  is  called,  in  Englifli,  Find" 
bom^  from  the  place  at  which  it  enters  the  fea ;  but  the  Gae- 
lic name  of  it  is  Uifg^eam.  From  thence  this  parifli,  through 
which  it  runs  for  the  fpace  of  24  miles,  is  called  Strathdeam. 
As  this  river  runs,  for  all  this  courfe,  between  high  moun- 
tsilnSf  and  receives  many  ftreams  or  rivulets  in  its  progrefs, 

it 
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it  rifet  vtfj  npidlj,  mad  falls  tt  times  vtrj  fnddenlj.  There 
is  bat  I  bridge  over  it,  through  the  whole  of  this  conrie ; 
and  the  people  at  a  diftance  from  the  bridgp,  having  frequent 
occafioQ  to  crofs  the  river»  often  attempt  to  ford  it  in  an  im- 
proper  Rate,  bj  which  manjr  lives  are  loft.  This  river 
abounds  with  a  great  variety  of  troats  j  fome  falmon  i^re  alfo 
found  in  it  within  the  bounds  of  thb  parifli,  efpecially  in  fca- 
fons  that  have  frequent  f^i  or  floods,  that  enable  the 
falmon  to  get  over  the  rocks,  which  obflruft  their  paflagc 
when  the  river  is  low.  There  are  a  number  of  lefier 
ftreams  and  rivulets  in  the  parifli,  but  none  of  them  of  fodi 
importance  as  to  deferve  particular  notice. 

Laii^  IflanJf  ifc. — ^The  Lake  of  Moj  is  the  only  coofider- 
able  one  in  this  parilh.  By  an  a&ual  meafurement  of  it,  takes  ' 
on  the  ice»  its  greateft  length  is  ij,  and  the  greatcft  breadtii 
i  of  a  mile.  This  lake  abounds  with  tbarr  (comnkmly  csU- 
ed  red  wam#/),  and  a  great  variety  of  other  trouts,  of  difier- 
ent  fixes  and  colours.  About  the  middle  of  the  lake  tb^ie  is 
ao  iiland,  confiftiog  of  about  a  acres  of  ground.  It  lies  N. 
and  S.9  and  is  nearly  the  fliape  of  a  violin.  At  the  fouth  ea^ 
of  the  ifland,  there  are  the  remains  of  a  houfe,  containing  4 
fire  rooms,  where  the  Lairds  of  Mackintofli  refided  in  times  of 
trouble.  By  an  infcription  above  the  gate,  it  is  fkid  to  have 
been  built  in  the  year  i66j,  by  Lauchlan  the  20th  Laird  oi 
Mackinto(b.  Adjoioing  to  the  houfe,  there  is  a  garden,  plan:* 
ed  with  fruit  trees  and  currant  bu(hes.  It  appears,  bj 
the  ruins  ftill  remaining,  that  there  have  formerly  been  verj 
extenfive  buildings  in  this  ifland.  The  remains  of  a  ftrtet, 
the  whole  length  of  the  ifland,  with  the  foundations  of  houfes, 
on  each  fide,  are  ftill  very  vifible  ;  and  in  the  year  1760,  tv: 
ovens  were  difcovercd,  each  capable  to  contain  4  buihcls  c: 
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tneal  nsde  into  bread.  In  the  year  1422,  it  contained  a  gar« 
rifon  of  400  men*  In  tbofe  tronblcfome  times,  when  it  was 
necefiary  to  live  either  in  fortified  or  inacceffible  places,  the 
Lairds  of  Mackintofli  relided  here  conflantlj,  except  in  the 
winter  feafons.  At  the  diftance  of  fome  hundred  yards  front 
this,  th««  is  an  artificial  iflaod  formed,  by  heaping  a  parcel 
of  large  round  ftones  upon  each  other.  This  place  was  ufed 
for  the  confinement  of  malefa&ocs,  before  the  abolition  of  the 
juriCdiAion  power,  which  was  veiled  in  the  hands  of  the 
chiefs.  When  the  lake  was  low,  the  criminal  could  fcarce 
fland  with  dry  feet ;  but  after  rains,  the  water  rofe  to  his 
middle.  Luckily,  however,  for  the  prifoner,  in  14  hours  he 
iwas  either  acquitted  or  condemned.  This  place  is  called 
EUan^na^'glach^  L  c.  the  Stomy  IJla^ifU 

Mineral  JVeU^-^At  the  north  end  of  the  lake,  there  is  a 
well  of  mineral  water,  which  is  accounted  ferviceable  for 
•headachs,  and  diforders  of  the  ftomach.  There  is  no  account 
of  its  being  analyfcft,  fo  as  to  have  its  qualities  afcertained; 
but  it  appears  to  be  of  the  chalybeate  kind. 

Po/tt/o/iisA.— The .  pariih  regifter  having  been  deftroyed  a 
few  years  ago,  by  an  accidental  fire,  a  lift  of  baptifms  and 
marriages  cannot  now  be  made  out ;  nor  can  the  population 
be  afcertaiued  in  that  way.  The  following  is  the  refult  of  a 
late  enumeration,  taken  for  the  purpofe  of  this  ftatement  : 
The  deaths  are  not  recorded  in  this,  or  the  neighbounQg 
|»ari(hes,  and  therefore  cannot  be  afcertained. 
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There  have  not  been  manj  new  honfes  boilt  for  thefc  feve- 
xal  years ;  but  of  late  fome  parts  of  the  parilh,  which  con- 
tained a  great  number  of  iohabitants*  have  been  faiid  ont  ia 
iheep  farms,  which  has  diminifhed  the  population  verj  coofi- 
derablji  and  if  this  flicep  farming  plan  IhaU  be  extended  here, 
as  is  propofed,  it  is  thought  it  will  occafion  a  (till  fiarthe; 
diminution  of  the  population. 

Occupations. — ^In  thefe  united  pariflies,  there  are  no  towns, 
villages,  nor  manufaftories  of  any  kind.    All  the  inbnbitaau 
ate  employed  in  cultivating  the  ground,  and  in  tending  their 
cattle,  excepting  a  few  artificers;  fuch  as,  fqnare  wrights, 
blackfmiths,  weavers,  tailors  and  flboemakers,  who  woii^  fier 
the  other  inhabitants.    The  generality  of  the  tenants  occup7 
V  fioaall  forms,  for  wl^ich  they  pay  from  jl.  to  xol.  Sterling  of 
^yearly  rent.    All  thefe  tenants  have  cottagers,  who   are  em- 
ployed as  fervants  and  labourers  by  them,  or  follow  the  oc- 
cupations already  mentioned*.    The  number,  either  of  te- 
nants 

*  The  wagea  of  labonrert  are  inerealed  coofidoaUf  of  late  yean.    Ahoat 
30  or  40  yean  ago,  that  of  ao  ordinary  farm  (cnraat,  indndiqg  fooK  per^oifice?. 
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tisifits'or  cottagers,  ctnnot  be  afcettained  with  prccifion ;  bat  it 
\s  foppofed,  that  the  number  of  the  formet  is  about  200,  and 
that  of  the  latter  not  lefs  than  340;  which,  With  the  proprie- 
tors refidiog  in  the  parifli,  ifiakes  the  xfumber  of  houfes  a  few 
more  than  ^40* 

Prcfrtetors^  Rent,  ^r—- Thefe  parifiies  are  Ac  property  of 
13  heritor*:,  all  holding  of  fubjca  fuperiors,  except  the  Laird 
of  Mockintofli.  Five  of  thefe  heritors  refide  in  the  parifli. 
The  yaloed  rent  of  the  parifli  is  2,234!.  Scotch.  The  real 
rent  is  abottt  loool.  Sterling,  and  is  increafing  oonfiderably, 
by  Aeep  farms.  As  paftnrage  is  an  important  objeft  here,' 
in  letting  of  farms,  pafiure  ground  is  omfideted  as  w^  as  the 
arable  land ;  and  land  is  let  not  by  ibi  ^cre^  but  by  the  piece^ 
or  lump ;  and  therefoie  the  rent  per  acre  cannot  be  fpeoified. 
Befides  the  rent  in  money,  cuftoms  are  paid  in  kind  by  moft 
of  die  tenants,  fuch  as  wedders,  eggs,  fowls,  and  other  arti^ 
cles.  Perfosal  fervices  are  likewife  exafled  by  the  |>ro{icie«. 
tors  from  their  tenants ;  as  cafting  and  carrying  home  a  certain 
quantity  of  fud ;  Ihearing  a  certain  number  of  days  in  harveft ; 
carrying  loads  from  diftant  parts  of  the  country;  and  per- 
forming numbers  of  other  things,  that  a^  fcarce  worth  men- 
tioning, but  which  are  very  troiAlefome  to  the  poof  people 
liaUe  to  this  treatment. 

3  S  2  EccUfiqfiual 

*ra»froni  io«.  to  iii.  in  the  half  year ;  and  a  day  labourer  had  46*  P«f^T» 
with  hk  maifitentBce,  mJ  7d,  without  it.  Now,  the  wagof  of  a  faf m  ferrmt 
it  from  al.  to  al.  i5f.  w  the  hstf  year ;  that  of  a  lahoam  64*  wkh.  Mid  x«, 
withmkt  viftuala,  per  day.  The  wajfei  o£  a  f ejnak  fcnartt,  >boa>  50  y«»"  »«<>» 
waa  between  6f .  and  yt. ;  now,  from  Xii.  to  so^  Sterling  in  the  half  y«r. 
Female  Cervants  alvrayi  receive  their  maintenance  in  the  family,  in  which  they 
li^ ;  the  greater  part  of  the  men  fervanta  hare  their  vidnak  ifi  the  family,  and' 
Ibfnc  receiTe  meal  in  liea  of  their  vidhiab,  at  the  rate  of  6  boUa  per  annum' 
^•6  a  fill!  grown  man,  and  4  boQi^  of  9  ftone  Dutch  wci|ht  each,  to  boy«. 
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Ecckfiafikal  5!fia/f  .^^TIus  ia  an  united  ptrilh^  as  alreadj  olv 
fcrvedf  made  np  of  the  originml  pariihea  of  Moj  and  Dftlaiof- 
fie.  There  ia  no  acoonnt,  wricoen  or  traditional ,  wfaea  the 
•noezition  took  place \  yet,  inmany  rcfpeda,  the  pariflira  axe 
diftiilft  and  feparate,  though  under  the  charge  of  one  minifin!. 
There  b  ftiU  n  church  kept  up  in  each,  in  which  divine  fer- 
Tioe  ia  performed  alternately*  Tbefe  diurchea  are  9  miles -diC- 
tant  from  each  other ;  the  road  is  at  aU  times  rough,  and  ia 
the  ftonny  feafon,  frequently  impaffabk.  The  duuch  of 
Moy  was  buik  in  the  year  1765,  and  is  fttll  in  good  repair. 
The  church  of  Dalaroffie  was  rebuilt  in  the  year  1790.  Mr. 
Kole  of  Kilravoek  is  accounted  patron,  and  has  hitherto  al« 
ways  prefented  to  it.— The  ftipeod  is  69I  143.  ad.,  with  a 
fmall  glebe  in  eaeh  pariflu  The  saanfe  was  buik  in  the  year 
Z765,  and  has  lately  receiTcd  Tome  reparation,  which  has 
tnade  it  toknd>ly  comfortabk.-^All  the  inhabitanta  of  this 
parUh  are  of  the  Eftabliflied  Church,  except  a  few  indivi- 
duals, who  are  of  the  Epifcopal  Communion,  but  commonly 
attend  divine  fervice  in  the  pariib  church. 

ScbMs^^Thttt  ia  *  parochial  fohool  eftaUilhed  in  this  pa- 
^Uh.  The  fchool*houfe  was  rebuilt  in  1784,  in  a  pretty  fnf- 
ficient  manner.  The  falary  is  lool.  Scotch.  The  fchooU 
mafter  is  ordinarily  feflion-clerk,  by  which  he  makes  about 
al.  zos.  Sterling  annually.  The  fchoolfees  are,  is.  for  reading 
and  writing,  zs.  6d.  for  arithmetic,  and  as*  for  Latin.  All  thefe 
emoluments  put  together^  will  make  about  %(A.  Sterling  in 
the  year.  The  poor  are  much  inclined  to  give  a  little  eda* 
cation  to  their  childt'en  \  but  fo  eztenfive  is  the  pariih,  that  a 
very  inconfiderable  part  of  them  only  can  be  aoconunodatcd 
by  the  parochial  fchool« 

Poor. 
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Pbar.^— There  are  a  number  of  poor  people  in  this  paF]fli)4>ut 
xnoft  of  them  do  fomething  in  the  vmj  of  proridiffg  for  their 
own  maintcnanoe,  and  receive  what  aid  can  *be  given  them 
from  the  pariih  funds.  Thefe  funds^^  are  very  inconfiderable; 
being  onlj  the  weeiclj  coUe&ioos,  which  do  not  exceed  4L  or 
5!.  Sterling  in  the  jear.  Snch  as  are  altogether  .incapable  of 
labouring  are  relieved  bj  the  neighbourhood :  Bm  as  the 
pra&ice  of  common  begging  is  not  reftraioed,  manj  of  theaft 
betake  themfelves  to  that  method  of  obtaining  fupport. 

Roadi  and  BriJgei.^^The  road  fram  Invernefs  to  Perth 
pafles  through  this  pariih*  It  was  made,  and  is  ftill  kept  in 
repair,  by  Government.  Befides  a  large  and  ufeful  bridge  on 
the  river  Findhoxn,  there  is  a  number  of  itnaller  ones  on 
this  road,  within  the  pariih,  which  were  built  and  kept  in  re-- 
pair  at  die  public  expence.  There  are  roads  of  communica- 
tion  betwixt  the  different  parts  of  the  pariih,  now  forming  by  the 
ftatute  labour  ^  but  there  is  fo  much  to  be  done  in  that  way,  ^ 
that  it  will  take  a  confiderable  time  before  thefe  roads  can 
be  completed. 

Inns  and  ^i!r£ofr/rj..— There  are  in  this  pariih  1  inns,  on  the 
public  road,  and  about  12  fmall  public  houfes  that  feU  whifcy. 
The  whiiky  houfes  are  exceedingly  detrimental  to  the  nfkorals 
of  the  people,  as  they  are  fo  many  temptations,  in  every  dif- 
ferent part  of  the  pariih,  to  idlenefs,  quarrelling,  and  many 
other  vices«-^It  is  fuppofed,  that  the  coldneis  of  the  climate 
renders  the  ufe  of  fpirits  more  neoeflary  than  in  milder  iitu« 
ations ;  but  whatever  may  be  in  that,  it  is  much  to  be  regret- 
ted, that,  inilead  of  making  that  moderate  ufe  of  fpirits,  moil 
of  the  people,  that  refort  to  thefe  (mall  public  houfes,  feldom 
depart  without  gomg  to  excefs* 

Cbara£hr 
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ChofMOfrmi  MMmers^^Tbc  inhAitmU  of  tbde  pariAcs, 
kpmtfttf  utt  in  geatmlf  tabaCf  pciccabky  tad  induftnovs. 
Grimes  of  aa  mtrocions  Mture  are  rate  aaioag  them.  Hk 
clioMtfie  is  rather  ttofavoiuaUD  to  the  coofbuBt  exerdfe  of  in. 
iuSttj^  as  daring  dteftacmyicaliMiia  winter,  and  a  great  pare 
of  ^riag,  thej  caa  do  litde^  ezo^  taking  care  of  tbeiroattk; 
kut  as  (boa  as  the  idiCbn  permits  tfaeni  to  kboor  withoDt  doors, 
Iheir  ODertioos  are  rerj great,  until  tbefiecdtiaie  is  ov«r.  In 
fnmmer,  thejr  are  emplojed  in  providing  fuel,  which  ooBfifts 
of  peats ;  and  as  the  climate  is  unfaTouraUe,  on  the  one  hand, 
thisincoaTenieiiceisiAagreatfflaafttraieaiedied,  by  the  gieat 
pknty  of  fiid  in  eyecy  put  of  the  panlb.  In  harveft  tSbej  are 
equally  diligeat  in  cutting  down  and  (ocaring  th^  corny  ho- 
fiwe  the  bad  woadier  lets  in.— In  their  manners,  they  are 
xemarkaUy  attadifid  to  old  caftoms  and  pnfticcs*  The  laa- 
guage,  dre&t  aad  moft  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  oU  High- 
laaderst  coodana  in  this  place,  with  very  little  alteration.  Ex- 
citing  the  gentry,  &w  of  the  iahabitants  of  this  phce  fpeak 
£ngUihr  nor  do  they  difcovermochindinationto  acquire  that 
language*  The  tartan  plaid  and  kilt,  and  the  ether  parts  of 
drefs  peculiar  to  the  Hi^landers^  are  ftill  in  general  ufe 
among  the  men ;  the  women,  in  like  manacr,  retain  the  Hig2i« 
Ifiod  drs£i  of  that  fex*  Their  heufes  are  of  tho  bxmm  cea- 
llrudion  with  thofe  of  their  predooeflbrs  £m:  ages  paft  $  ttd  thej 
ilill  plaoe  the  fire  in  the  middle  of  the  hoofe,  and  the  fs« 
mily  fits  in  tho  form  of  a  cirde  around  it. 
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PARISH  OF  LESLY. 

■  / 


(JPnJbjitery  of  Carioch-^County  and  Synod  of  Aberdeen.^ 


By  the  Rev.  Mr.  ].  HARrsit  Affiftant  to  tbe  Rev.  Mr.  AUX^ 
Stewart,  Minifter  of  that  Parijbn 


Origin  of  the  Name. 

THE  ancient  and  modern  name  of  the  parifli  is  Leflj ; 
the  etymology  of  which  is  uncertain*  There  is  a  tnu 
dition,  that  one  Bartbolemew  de  Leflyn^  a  noble  Hungarian, 
came  to  Scotland  with  Queen  Margareti  about  the  year  X067 ; 
that  he  was  a  fon  of  Walter  de  Lejlyn^  who  had  taken  his 
firname  from  the  cattle  of  Leflyn  in  Hungary,  where  he  waa 
bom ;  and  that  he,  or  fome  of  his  defccndtlnts,  having  ob- 
tained a  grant  of  certain  lands  in  Gariocb,  called  them  by  hia 
own  name.  It  is  certain,  that  the  family  of  Rothes  were 
long  proprietors  of  a  confiderable  part  of  the  pariih  of  Leflie*, 
and  other  lands  in  Garioch,  and  it  is  not  ipprobable  that 
the  pariih  derives  its  appellation  from  them.  A  charter  was 
granted  by  James.  II.  to  George,  defigned  Dominui  de  Zf/lyp 

erefting 

f  At  tlMt  period,  Lor4  Glaouaiii  wai  proprietor  of  the  oUicr  par^  of  die  pirilh. 
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/ereAing  the  town  of  Leflj  into  ft  borgh  of  baitmj,  with  tbe 
privilege  of  a  weekly  market  on  Thurfdaj,  and  a  jrearlj  fair 
at  Michaelmas.  Both  thefe,  however,  have  long  ago  been 
difioontinned* 

SiiuatiofB^  Extent,  Surface^  Sot  J  and  Climate^^^This  parifK 
is  fituated  in  the  weft  part  of  that  diftrid  of  Aberdeenihire 
called  Garioch.  Its  length  from  £•  to  W.  is  aboat  %  com- 
puted  miles,  and  its  breadth  nearly  the  fame*  The  general 
appearance  of  the  pariih  is  rather  hilly ;  but  thefe  little  hills 
.  ^te  capable  of  being  cultivated  almoft  to  their  f  ummits.  The 
Water  of  G^ie,  fo  f weetly  celebrated  by  Arthur  Johnflon,  in 
his  elegant  Latin  poems,  runs  through  the  pariih,  from  W. 
to  £•  and  divides  it  almoft  into  two  equal  parts.  It  is  here 
but  an  ioconfiderable  rivulet,  bi^t  abounds  with  Imall  trout. 
The  foil  of  the  lower  grounds,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  water, 
is  a  deep,  ftrong,  rich  mould,  on  a  clayey  bottom ;  and  pro- 
duces good  crops  of  bear  and  oats,  with  very  indifPerent  c\il« 
ture.  The  lands  on  the  north  fide,  are  a  light  loamy  foil,  on 
a  bed  of  rock  or  gravel,  and  though  they  do  not  yield  fuch 
weighty  crops,  are  earlier  than  thofe  on  the  fouth  fide  of  tbe 
parifli.  The  air  is  reckoned  falubrious,  though  rather  moift : 
and  the  feafons  are  fomewhat  later  than  in  the  lower  end  of 
the  Garioch. 

Produce^  Cultivation,  l^r.— The  chief  productions  are  oats, 
bear,  a  few  acres  of  peafe,  turnips,  potatoes,  and  a  little  bay. 
The  fpirit  of  improvement  has  not  yet  reached  this  diftrid, 
..or  at  leaft  in  a  very  partial  degree  ;  and  the  mode  of  cultiva- 
tion generally  adopted  is  wretchedly  bad.  The  fame  method 
of  tillage,  and  cropping  the  ground,  ftill  prevails,  which  was 
prafiifed  perhaps  200  years  ago.  With  the  advantage  of  an 
excellent  foil,  a  tolerable  cUmatei  and  rents  by  no  means  ex- 

tcayagant 
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travaganty  the  farmer  toils  on  from  day  to'  day,  harrafles  and 
perplexes  himfelf,  and,  after  all,  with  difficulty  procures  the 
neceflaries  of  life  for  himfelf  and  family.  Though  inftances  of 
improvement  daily  occur,  and  the  benefits  refulting  from 
thence  are  obvious,  an  obftinate  attachment  to  old  eftabliflied 
praftices  too  much'prevails,  and  neither  precept  nor  example  will 
induce  them  to  alter  their  plan*  What  is  called  infieid  is  conftantly 
kept  in  tillage.  The  rotation  of  crops,  is,  bear,  with  dung ;  then 
two  crops'of  oats,  and  then  the  land  is  dunged  again  for  bear. 
The  dung  is  laid  upon  the  ftubble  during  winter,  where  it 
lies  in  fmall  heaps,  expofed  to  all  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon* 
till  the  oat  feed  is  finiihed.  The  dung  is  then  fpread,  and 
the  ground  gets  a  kind  of  ribbing,  and  diredly  after  that  the 
feed  fiirrow.  The  outfields  or  faugbs  carry  4  crops  of  oats 
without  any  dung,  and  then  lie  5  or  6  years  in  pafture,  except 
die  part  on  which  the  cattle  are  folded  upon  during  fummer,which 
carriesj  crops  of  oats.  Some  of  the  faughs  are  fown  with  a  fpe- 
cies  of  black  bearded  oats,  which  will  require  2  and  fometimes 
3  bolls,  to  yield  i  boU  of  meal.— -A  very  few  of  the  tenants  are 
indeed  beginning  to. adopt  a  better  method  of  management. 
They  fow  a  few  turnips,  and  fome  rye-grafs  and  clover.  But 
their  great  diilance  from  lime  and  other  manures,  together 
with  the  badnels  of  the  roads  and  the  fcarcity  of  money,  muft 
render  their  progrefs  in  improvements  but  flow.-*Notwith« 
ftanding  this  wretched  method  of  cultivation,  the  pariih  can 
fpare  annually,  at  an  average,  about  700  bolls  of  meal,  and 
aoo  bolls  of  bear ;  a  clear  evidence  of  the  goodnefs  of  the 
foil.  An  early  fpecies  of  oats  has  been  lately  introduced, 
^hicb  are  likely  to  be  of  great  benefit.  They  are  a  fortnight 
earlier,  than  the  common  oats,  aqd  produce  fully  as  much 
XDcal.  They  are  called  the  Fables^  or  Lord  Chief  Baron^s  oaiSf 
and  were  firft  imported  into  this  country  in  the  year  2783. 
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Population. — ^The  former  and  pxefent  fUle  of  tbe  popaUtioB 
of  this  pari(h  19  eztdlj  ftated,  afong  with  the  rent  aad  fcY^ 
ral  other  partkulars,  ia  the  following  taUe : 


Statistical  ^able  of  tie  Tarisb  of  Zeslt. 


Number  of  fouU  in  I78»»      -      4x3 
■    ■    dtttoini79>,      -      39% 

Dccreafie,  within  thcfe  lo  yem,      «i 
Population  in  1755,  -  319 

Bacretie  within  thcfe  40  ycm,  -  94 
Monger  of  marriages  during  the 

laft  xo  yean,      -  36 
— —  Births,  males  49,  ^ 

females  46,  J  ^^ 

■  Deaths,        .        .  33 

■  ■  males,       -        -       184 

fcmaki,        r       -    to8 

■  perfonsunderxo  years 

of  age,        -        -    8»' 
— — —  do.  between  xo  and 

10,       .       .     66 
■'  d*.  between  so  and 

50,       -       -  X7» 
'  do.  aboTe  jo,        -      7» 


Mombcrof  Members  of  the  £ft»- 

bliihed  Chnrdi,    -    3SJ 
■■         Roman  CathoKci,    -     4 

^^■■•'^■■^—  Proprietors    non^ic* 

fidlng*,        •        •  I 

■         '  Clergymen,          •  i 

■                Schoofanafters,       -  r 
^^^*-^*-^  Farmers   aiKyfe    ^cL 

per  anonm,  i 

■          ditto  under  5oL»     -  34 

■       Shopkeepers,         -  3 

•  Smiths,        -          .  I 

—  ■   ■  ■        Carpenters,          •  4 

■      Weavers,        -        -  ; 

— — Tailors,        -         .  5 

— i Millers,         -         .  ; 

•   Male  farm  fenraots,  -  5:* 

— —  Female  ditto,        -  sj 

■  I     I    ■  Poor,        •          "  4 

Capktalof  tbeirfimds,  xM 

Annual  ineome  (col- 

lcdion5/catrents,&cJ,  il 


Nnmbc- 


«  Vis.  Cwimei  Hmj  c/  XofiM,  atid  JFUtum  F^u  LM,  Bfi.  rf  fmuU^: 
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NBO^erofYMIgpafottivglit  'Number  of  attct  of  Moft,      .      6« 

JSngUib,  Wx)dog»  -_—  CgrtB,                 .        60 

ace.         .        -      ao  ■      Ploughs  t*         -         %% 

— —  «crei     of    arable  Valued  rent,  in  Scotch  , 

ground  •,      -      16M  money,        .        -  L.1533    ©    • 

■  do.  meadow,  or  pa«  Realrent,amio  S79«5i     700    0    e 


VALUE  OF  STOCK. 

Nnmher  of  liories,  -  zao,  valued  at  1^8    o    o  each  Toul    L.  880  o  o 

black  cattle, 580,  — —   -30    o— —  —  •    1740  o  • 

— —  flieep,    -    laoo,      '  o    5    o— —  —    -    300  o  o 

Total  value  of  ftock,    -    L.  ^920    o    o 

ManufaBurts^  \Sc. — ^The  only  tnanufafiure,  carried  on  here, 
is  a  coarfe  kind  of  ftockings,  in  which  almoft  all  the  women 
are  engaged.  The  wool  is  difperfed  over  the  country  by  dif- 
ferent manttfadurers  in  Aberdeen,  whofe  fervants  coUefi  the 
(lockings,  and  pay  for  the  knitting.  This  branch  of  trade 
has  been  of  very  great  benefit  to  the  diftriA.  They  get  from 
zed.  to  IS.  for  knitting  each  pair  ;  and  a  good  hand  will  fpin 
and  knit  3  pairs  a  week.  It  is  computed,  that  there  are  about 
9000  pairs  manufaftured  annually  in  this  parilh,  which,  at  an 
average,  bring  in  about  400I. 

3  T  a  EcclefiqfiUaK 

*  0/  Hitfi  then  mtt  600  una  «f  gttdiroftf  t  infitUj  tBikh  lei,  at  m  mtragi^  oi 
i6/.  ir  S8/.  pT  acr*.     Tb«  0utJuU,  fimt  •/  vfbkB  is  vny  /Mf,  ktt  at  4#. 

I  Befidis  aprOty  large  smteai  of  beatk  andjkeeppsffmre. 

I  nefe  piMgit  are  drawn  iy  8,  SO,  sad  feme  by  I»  wot ;  aad  S  •r  6  drawa  Ay 
borjes  aad  •jua^  or  eevoi^  yoked  tegetber,  7%e  pUitgbe  are  rf  tbe  old  Sceteb  kiad^  and 
generally  of  a  very  bad  eonfiruftwa,  Tbere  it  only  X  plottgb,  drawn  by  a  fair  ofborfee^ 
in  the  parijb^  In  the  year  1 75 1,  there  was  not  one  eart  in  tbefarifi.  The  inbabUantt 
then  carried  oat  tbeir  farm  dang  in  ereeh  on  borfes  hacks ^  and  braagbt  btau  their  fati 
infamwur  In  the  fame  manner,  Tbit  JUvenly  ^raSite  is  now  alatojl  entirely  Idd  afide^ 
tbefarmtrs  having  all  get  carte, 

\  Tbt  price  V  fKcal  is  here  twpnted  at  l%t.  per  bSff* 
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Ecctifiaflieal  State  and  Scioo^l— Colonel  Haj  of  lUnnes  Is  pa- 
tron. The  value  of  the  living,  ezclufive  of  the  manfe,  and  a  glebe 
of  5  acres,  is  104  boUs  meal,  af  bolls  bear,  and  jl.  is.  a/sd* 
l^des  the  vicarage  tithes  of  a  part  of  the  parilh,  which  will 
•mount to  about  41.  per  annum.  The  manfe  was  builtin  1732^ 
and  is  now  rhtnous  ;  but  the  heritors  have  agreed  to  batU  a 
commodious  new  one  in  1793*  The  church  is  old,  but  in 
verj  good  repair. — ^The  encouragement  for  a  Icfaoolmafter 
here  is  verj  poor.  The  falary  is  onljr  4t  bolls  of  meal,  and 
xl.  13s.  4d.  being  the  intereft  of  a  half  years  vacant  fUpend 
bequeathed  by  the  family  of  Lei thhall.  Notwithflanding  which, 
the  prefent  fchoolmafter  has  remained  in  this  office  fince  the 
jear  1745,  and  is  perfc&lj  latis&ed  and  contented  with 
his  lot* 

Pobr. — Befides  the  poor  upon  the  roll,  who  receive  public 
charity,  a  few  others  get  occaGofial  fupplies.  None  belong- 
ing to  the  pari(h  are  percnitted  to  beg.  This  however  does 
not  prevent  a  number  of  vagrants,  from  other  places,  firoU- 
ing  about  and  extorting  alms  from  the  inhabitants,  and  often 
pilfering  what  they  can  lay  their  hands  upon.  The  funds  be- 
longing to  the  poor,  above  ftated,  are  lent  out  at  intereft.  The 
greateft  part  of  it  was  mortified  by  Mr.  William  Watfon,  and 
Mr.  William  Forbes,  both  minifiers  of  Lefly.  In  the  yesr 
178),  very  little  encroachment  was  ipade  upon  the  capital 
belonging  to  the  poor ;  for  though  they  were  pretty  nnmer- 
ous,  and  provifions  very  dear,  yet  they  were  liberally  fup- 
plied  J  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stewart  having  generouily  lent  money  to 
the  kirk-fefBon,  without  intereft,  for  purchafing  meal  to  the 
poor  fort  of  inhabitants,  which  was  fold  out  at  a  reduced 
price  }  and  to  tbofe  who  could  not  afford  %o  purchafe,  it  was 
^.  given  gratis. 

Ji\f^afcs. 


Difeafes^/'^^ht  inoft  common  difeales  are  fevers,  of  the  flow 
nervous  kind  ;  thefe  are  not  often  fatal.  Sometimes  inflamma* 
tory  feverst  attended  with  putrid  fymptoms,  appear,  which 
are  generally  very  dangerous.  Many  are  likewife  fubjeA  to 
rheumatic  complaints,  and  a  Icrophulous  taint  of  the  blood  feems 
to  perrade  a  pretty  large  proportion,  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
and  the  neighbouring  diftri&s,  owing  perhaps  to  the  poor  low 
dliet  they  ufe,  and  the  cold  damp  huts  they  inhabit. 

FtffA-*The  fuel  here  ufed  is  peat  and  turf;  neither  of 
them  good  in  their  kind.  This  fuel,  from  the  time  and  la- 
bour it  requires,  in  the  bell  part  of  the  fummer,  may  be  reck* 
oued  expenfive  in  the  moft  favourable  feafons,  and  has  al« 
Vizyt  beeu  found  to  retard  the  improvement  of  every  country, 
and  the  advancement  of  manufactures,  efpecially  where  manure 
muft  be  brought  from  a  diftance.  Could  coals  from  New- 
caftle  or  Sunderland  be  got  during  fummer,  at  a  moderate 
price,  the  advantage  to  this  diftrifi  would  be  confiderable. 
The  expeoce  of  freight  and  charges  of  iqiportation  muft  al- 
i^ays  afPeft  this  part  of  Scotland :  But  were  the  heavy  duty 
en  coals  removed,  the  revenue  of  the  kingdom,  would  foon  re- 
ceive, from  the  increafing  population  and  profperity  of  the 
people,  much  more  than  it  ever  can  derive  from  a  tax,  which 
as  one  of  the  greateft  obftacles  to  thoir  advancement. 

Mineral^. — ^lo  feveral  places,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  parifh, 
there  is  a  kind  of  jafper,  or  amyanthus,  found.  It  has  a 
greeniih  kind  of  tinge,  with  grey  ftreaks  interfperfed.  The 
country  people  make  fnuff  boxes  and'  other  trinkets  of  it ; 
but  no  quarries  have  been  opened,  nor  blocks  of  any  fize 
^vrought. 

Antiquitit*. 
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Autquiiies^  iir.— *Widi  regard  to  anti^piiCies,  tfiU  paoAi  has 
little  to  boaft.  The  reedaittfoftwoDruidieai  templet  ftiUappeuv 
Imt  neither  of  them  are  verjr  eatire-^At  the  head  of  the  Dca 
of  Chapletowii»  oa  the  eaft  iide  of  the  ready  kadiag  froa 
LeAj  to Alford,  there  isa  place  eallcd  the  Foarr  Lwdi*  Semt^  or 
little  ydtt^s  hmgth.  It  is  a  (mall  circular^  artificial  hoUow* 
ahottt  5  feetdiameter^  and  3  or  4  feet  deep.  Tradition  reporu 
that  four  different  proprietors  met  at  that  place,  and  dined  to- 
gether, each  of  them  fitting  upon  his  own  ground.  The  four 
proprietors  are  (aid  to  have  been,  the  Lord  of  Lcflj,  Lord 
Glammifs,  the  proprietor  of  Putadiie,  and  the  Bifliop  of  Aber- 
deen. A  little  to  the  Couthwell  of  this  place,  there  are  feme 
vefiiges  of  an  encampment,  in  feveral  places,  the  fofiee  is  very 
difiiad,  and  in  others  almoft  quite  filled  up.  A  little  to  the 
IVeft  of  this  encampment^  there  are  a  good  many  cairns  or 
tumulL  One  in  particular,  larger  than  the  reft,  is  called  rori'x 
€ttim»  None  of  them  have  been  opened.  There  is  a  tradition, 
that  a  battle  was  fouglit  here,  but  wl^m,  or  by  whom,  is  quite 
uncertain. 

C£ani^«r.«— The  iuhabitants  are  a  fober,  honed,  decent^ 
well  behaved  fet  of  people;  fome  of  them  aAive  and  in- 
dnftrious  :  They  are  humane  and  charitable,  friendly  and  hof- 
pitable.  Many  of  'them*are  well  informed  in  the  principles 
of  religion,  and  are  pious  without  oftentation.  Thexx*  are 
no  particular  vices,  to  which  they  are  generally  addidcd. 
Capital  crimes  are  unknown.  They  enjoy  the  comforts  of 
life  in  as  great  a  degree  as  their  neighbours  of  the  fame 
rank,  and  feem  to  be  pretty  well  fatisfied  with  their  con- 
dition. 

Advantages  and  Dt/advantages.f^This  parifh,  though  the 
foil  in  general  be  excellent,  and  the  climate  tolerable,  yet  la^ 
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|K>iir  under  feveral  great  diladTUitagef.  Its  diftance  fcom 
ourkety  being  30  miles  from  Aberdeen,  tfaeneareft  fea  port* 
is  none  of  the  leaft  confiderable.  Thither  the  fuperflous  pro- 
dace  of  t}ie  lands  muft  be  carried,  through  roads  execrably  bad* 
The  diftance  from  lime,  too,  fo  necefiary  to  the  farmer,  ia 
another  great  obftacle  to  improvement.  The  Ccarcitj  of  fer* 
yants,  and  the  high  wages  they  now  demand,  are  alfo  grieir* 
ances,  but  by  no  means  peculiar  to  this  parilh*.  In  a  word,  rent, 
the  price  .of  labour,  and  every  article  neceflary  to  a  £arm 
IS  greatly  raifed  to 'the  hufbandman,  while  the  value  of  the 
produce  of  his  fields  continues  pretty  much  the  fame.  Cattle 
is  the  only  ftock  whofe  value  is  increafed  ;  but  this  pariih 
4oes  not  rear  many. 

Propofed  Improvements.^r—P^  thefe  difad vantages,  however, 
might  in  a  great  meafure  be  overcome,  by  granting  longer 
leates  to  the  tenants  ;  by  releafing  thend  from  thirlage  to  mills, 
and  fervices  of  every  kind ;  by  aififting  them  to  build  better 
houfes  ;  by  encouraging  indufiry  and  improvements  of  every 
kind ;  and,  above  all,  by  attending  more  to  the  (late  of  the 
public  roads.  The  inhabitants  perform  the  flatute  work  up- 
on  the  highways  ;  but  good  roads  will  never  be  made  by 
itatote  labour,  at  leaft  in  the  manner,  in  which^it  is  condu&ed 
in  thb  diftrid.  It  diftrefles  the  people,  but  is  of  no  advantage 
to  the   public.     A  patriotic  zeal,  for  improving  ^he  roads, 

feems, 

*  About  ao  yean  ago,  the  wages  of  a  common  male  fann  fervant  were  alxmt 
3I.  per  annum ;  none  are  now  to  be  got  under  61.  At  that  period,  the  beil 
Ihearer,  in  harreft,  got  il. ;  the  common  wages  now  are  al.  A  day  labourer  then 
earned  4d.  a  day ;  now  firom  dd.  to  8d.,  befides  viduals.  Should  fcrvanta 
^ragea  continue  to  increafe,  for  a  few  years,  in  the  iame  proportion  as  they 
have  done  fince  1783,  the  confcquences  muft  be,  either  the  rent  of  land 
mull  ^,  or  the  tenaol  become  1»nkrupt,  and  the  laoda  be  turned  int^ 
graTa. 
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ieems,  bowerer,  now  to  animate  the  gentlemoi  of  this  oonmy. 
The  proprietors  of  land»  in  the  neighbouring  diftrift  of  Alfordf 
have  fet  on  foot  a  plan,  for  making  an  excdlentroad  bj  fuU 
icription,  from  that  part  of  the  country  to  Aberdeen,  which, 
when  finiflied,  will  be  of  the  greateft  ndlity  ;  and,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  the  gentlemen  of  Garioch,  will  imitate  fo  laadaUc  an 
example. 


NUMBER 
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PARISH   OF   HAWICK. 

{Jiouniy  of  Roxburgh— Prejbytery  of  yedhurgh^Synoi  df 
'   Merfe  and  TeviotdaUi) 

\ 
By  tie  Rev.  Mr.  Ro)kE&t  QttLAJ^^ 


iTamif  £xtenti  and  jipfearanccm 

ETTMOLOGY  of  names  is  genemlly  matter  of  conjcftnre. 
Hawick  may  be  derived  from  the  Celtic,  ta^  a  manfioD,  and 
^ic^  the  crook  or  conflux  of  rivers  ;  or  from  the  Saxon,  baf^ 
4he  fame  with  oar  bah'ed^  and  iviVi^  a  common  termination 
for  a  village,  fuppofed  to  be  formed  from  the  Latin  visa.  To 
either  of  thefe  derivations  its  fituation  agrees }  as  the  river 
Teviot  waihes  the  fide  of  it  towards  the  north,  and  the  Imaller 
river,  Siiiridge^  divides  it  nearly  into  two  equal  parts.— »The 
parifli  is  of  confiderable  extent,  being  abont  15  miles  long 
from  W.  to  £•  and  4-^  broad*  llie  general  appearance  is  hilly : 
None  of  the  hills^  however,  are  of  any  remarkable  fia;e ;  they 
are  moftly  greeo,  and  afford  excellent  pafttire  for  iheep* 
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UUf  Mtumrif  md  Rmi^—Thc  finb  of  die  puith  anm* 
oos.  The  hanghtt  or  vallieti  ere  componiided  of  loeai,  gntct 
mad  fiuid,  in  different  proportioiw.  On  rifing  grounds  betveeo 
the  vaUies  end  hills,  there  is  loen,  with  here  and  there  i 
mixture  of  gteyeL  On  the  hills,  the  foil  Taxics  accoid* 
ing  to  fitoatton,  being  in  fome  places  light  and  diy;  ia 
others  fofit  and  fpuogj ;  and  in  others  wet  and  ftitf.  In  feine 
farms,  there  are  mo£i  and  hetfth,  dioogh  in  linall  qnantitiEB. 
The  foil  of  die  Yallies,  and  of  the  rifiog  groonds  coatigaoiii 
to  thenit  diough  not  deep,  is  hx  from  Being  unfertiles  lo^ 
vnder  proper  culture,  it  produces  plentiful  cropa  of  oats,  bsr* 
ley,  turnips,  potatoes,  cloyer,  and  rje-grafs :  and,  whea  hii 
into  gra(s,  in  proper  condition,  affords  excellent  pafturt  far 
fioudl  cattle  aod  flieep.  The  foil  of  the  hills  is  perfbaij  •- 
dapted  to  the  breeding  of  iheep.— The  quantiqr  of  arable  lial 
is  inconfideraUe,  compared  with  that  which  is  fiiitabk  to 
pafture  onl/t^-The  manure  chieflj  ufed  is  dung,  oolkfiedis 
the  town,  and  at  the  different  farms.  There  is  aUb  made  ia 
different  parts  of  the  parilh,  which  is  ufed  fucoeisfuly  oa  bol 
in  pafture,  as  well  as  in  tillage.  Its  e&ds  ha^e  not  been  trieii 
npon  land  appropriated  to  the  breeding  of  Iheep  ^  fooae  ino- 
gining  there  would,  and  others  there  would  not,  be  danger 
in  ufing  it  upon  land  light  and  dry.— The  valued  rent  of  the 
pariOi  is  1I9591L  xis.  Scotch  ^  the  real  rent  about  a8ooL 
Sterliog*. 

Trees  and  Sbeep.-^This  parUh  does  not  prdduce  any  t^« 
ftble  or  trees,  but  fuch  as  are  to  be  found  in  other  paru  d 
Scotland*  Upon  the  banks  of  rivers  and  rivulets,  and  opM 
the  fides  of  hills,  the  hazel,  birch,  hawthorn  and  grey  wiUo^i 
fpring  fpoQtaneouily,  when  defended  from  the  iheep ;  a  ftid 
that,  at  a  former  period,  the  country  has  been  more  ooverd 
with  wood  than  at  prefent.    Neither  does  the  pariib  pfodo^ 
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mj  ammals  that  are  nncominoB*    The  ammal  of  the  greateft 
mdue,  and  chiefljr  attended  to,  is  the  Iheep :  B7  far  the  great* 
eft  part  of  the  pafUh  is  occupied  in  breeding  them.     The 
namber  may  be  about  8000.    The/  are  of  the  long  white 
faced  kindt  which  bears  the  (hort  clothing  wool,  fomewhat 
inferior  in  fize,  as  well  as  in  finene£i  of  wool,  to  the  iheep  of  the 
Cheviot  Hills.    Having  been  thought  defeftive  in  ihape,  from 
the  ligbtnels  of  the  fore- quarter,  about  20  years  ago  an  at« 
tempt  was  made  to  improve  it,  by  means*  of  rains  of  a  breed 
highly  efteemed  in  England.    The  ejtperiment  was  repeated, 
until  it  was  found,  that  the  quality  of  the  wool  was  thereby 
deteriorated.     Judicious  farmers  now  ftudy  to  improve  the 
ihape  of  the  breed,  by  feleAing  the  heft  lambs  of  both  fexes 
for  breeding,  without  introducing  a  foreign  mixture ;  and  to 
enlarge  die  iize  and  render  the  wool  finer,  by  increafing  the 
ihelter  upon  their  farms,  by  affording  their  flocks  plenty  of 
food,  and  by  rendering  their  pafiure  fweeter  and  better.    For 
this  laft  purpofe,  keeping  a  lefs  ftock,  and  draining  of  boggy 
or  marlhy  land,  are  reckoned  of  great  fervice,  and  attended  to- 
by  good  managers.    Turnips  and  broad  clover  have  not  beea 
given  to  iheep,  in  this  pariih,  except  for  fattening  them ;  al- 
though this  pniftice  prevails  much  in  other  parts  of  the  coun* 
ty  of  Roxburgh.    But  lye^grafs  is  efteemed  a  good  fpring 
food,  where  the  fituation  of  a  farm  admits  of  its  being  raifed 
in  abutflance.     In  {bearing,  a  much  greater  proportion  of 
butted  is  uied  than  formerly ;  but  the  total  difufe  of  tar  has 
never  had  a  good  efieft. 

Culiivationf  CRmati^  Producf^  iSc. — The  time  of  fowing 
oats  is  from  the  beginning  of  March  to  the  end  of  April ;  that. 
of  ibwing  badey,  from  the  beginning  of  April  to  the  end  of 
May.    The  praftice  of  ibwing  barley  by  the  middle  of  April, 
0pon  land  that  has  been  thoroughly  prepared  the  preceeding 
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ftfminer,  by  ftliow  or  «  green  cnop,  begins  to  pSax  grmmd.  It 
is  thottgfaty  tbat  barfej  ibwn  thus  esflj,  is  not  fo  liable  to 
fdEBT  froai  dnmght»  «9  when  ibwn  in  the  middle  or  tad  of 
M aj ;  that  the  crop  is  fooner  readj,  and  tbe  grain  hrger  and 
better  ripened.  la  fiiToorible  Ceafons,  September  is  the  bar- 
veft  month*  But  if  the  weather  is  bad,  harreft  is  not  over 
till  the  middle  or  end  of  Oftober*  This  is  not  altogether  to 
be  attributed  to  cltmate  ;  but  in  fome  mcafure  to  a  praAite 
that^ftill  prevails,  of  fowing  great  quantities  of  oats  mpmk  hig^ 
laods,  which  nature  feems  to  have  intended  for  paftnre  onlj. 
There  is  a  coofiderable  variety  of  climate  in  the  pariilu  In 
the  town  of  Hawick,  and  its  immediate  neigfabonrliood,  die 
weather  is  ofiten  mild,  when  it  is  cold  and  (harp  a  few  miles 
^ftaot.  In  the  winter  feafen,  fnow,  on  the  high  parts  ci  the 
pariih,  b  often  deep,  while  near  the  town  there  is  none.  Tiie 
provifions  produced  in  the  parifii,  are  more  than  fnfficient  ibr 
the  fupply  of  the  coontrj  part  of  it,  but  not  equal  to  the  con- 
fumption  of  the  town  of  Hawick.  On  this  account,  there  is  a 
f onflant  importation  from  the  netghbonriog  pariihea  of  meal, 
\»x\tj  for  malt,  butcher  meat,  butter,  cfaeefe,  poultry,  ^•— 

The 

*  The  wagea  f^ntnXij  giTca  to  lenraoti  aie» 

*To  I  plowman  and  other  fervanti  employed  ia  hullii^diy,  with 

hed,  board,  S^c.  per  aoDutiiy  *  •  .  x^    ^    q 

To  ditto,  withodt  bed  and  board,  -  -  *  -      13    o    • 

To  a  fliepherd,  00  a  farm  where  the  maftcr  refidet,  •  «    14'  o    0 

To  ditto,  apon  a  let  farm,  •  •  •  •  •iftoa 

To  a  maid,  for  milking  ewet  from  Whttfvnday  to  Lammaa,  -  X  r  0 
To  a  mao,  hired  through  the  whole  com  harveft,  with  inSua]*,  -  x  5  0 
To  a  woman,  ditto,  •  -  •  -  •  0130 

To  a  maid  frrvant,  for  taking  care  of  cows  in  the  houfe,  per  anmdn,  330 
To  a  domcfUc  maid  fervant,  ditto,  m  •>  •  3     3    o 

To  a  labourer,  from  Martinmas  tiU  Candlemas,  per  day,  •  00x0 

^r- —through  the  remainder  of  the  year,  ditto,        •         •>      •    x    o 

.   ■  in  hay  and  torn  harTcftsi      -      ditto,       •        -       o    i    a 


^e  fmmber  ol  plottgfat  In  tlie  country  part  of  the  parHh,  is 
Wbont  30  tc  {i^eat,  though  they  hsve  not  all  foil  em^yment.  ? 
The  Scotch  plough  is  moftly  in  ufe ;  bt|t  feme  fa^nbers  .ii&  it 
with  the  Engliih  mould  board.  The  number  of  carU'ts  about 
60|  of  which  50  May  belong  to  farmeia  and  carttrii  rafidiiig 
liioftly  in  the  town. 

Winnthving  AfactAtf.-^The  wlmiowing  machihe,  or  torn 
Ctnner,  from  the  beft  iAfoftnation,  mad«  its  firft  appearance  in 
Hawick*  Accounts,  well  authentfcatiedy  Hate,  thtft  Aadreuf 
$.odger^  a  farmer  on  the  efiate  of  Cavers«  haying  a  mechanical 
tfim,  retired  firoAi  his  httn,  and  gave  hid  gedius  it8[,bent ;  and, 
probably,  from  a  d^fcription  of  a  machine  of  that  kind,  ufed 
in  Holland,  in  the  year  1737,  conftruded  the  firft  machiiie  An 
employed  in  this  kingdom.  In  the  year  1740,  he  fent  many  of 
them  into  the  northern  parts  of  Northumberlatid*  The  prin- 
cipal formers  there,  in  the  conrfe  of  that  year,  purchafed  and 
iKed  them  ;  and  Mr.  John  Greigftone  alone,  then  farmer  at 
Wark,  got  6  for  bis  own  ufe.  The  defoendants  of  Andreir 
dodger,  redding  in  Hawick,  at  prdfent  fiipply  the  wh<decoun« 
try  around,  and  continue  to  fend  many  of  them  into  Northum- 
berland. They  fell  them  from  !&  to  3  guineas,  and  make  and 
difpofe  of  about  60  ^very  year*. 

Tile 

To  womea  Cor  reaping,        •        •       » 
.  for  hif  makiog. 

To  aalons  aod  carpenters  in  winter, 
■  ■■  in  fonuner, 

*  Mr.  Marihall,  in  hii  Rural  Economf  of  Yorkihire,  ^ol.  I.  page  283,  fays, 
about  the  year  ITS  St  "  ^7  father  made  a  maebhe/an,  from  a  model  (hewn 
«'  him,  with  foroe  improvements.  This  was  the  firA,  that  wai  made  in  the  difi 
«*  txiSt,  and  perhaps  the  firft  that  was  made  in  Engbnd.'*  From  the  above 
account,  it  appears,  that,  long  before  the  period  mentioned  by  Mr.  Marihall, 
they  were  in  ufe  in  the  northern  parts  of  Northnmberland.  The  fads  can 
be  attcfted  by  Ajitiiomt  GasiosTOAic,  £fq.  of  Lowlini  In  the  county  of 
Pvrhaak 
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per  day. 
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iie  Traw.— Hawick  xi  a  liorgh  of  barooj,  iodcpealeaft  of 
tbe  knd  of  erefiion ;  and  has  exifted  free  from  a  retj  eaxl/ 
period.  Bot  the  rights  and  documents  of  the  bnigh  beiag 
loft  and  defttoyed,  dnrbg  the  ioioads  of  the  EngUfli  plood* 
cfers»  a  chsftrr  was  grantiedt  in  the  year  I545f  hy  James  Doag* 
las  of  DrnmlanariiL*,  confirming  to  them  Inch  rights  and  lands 
as  tbej  fbnneriy  held.  This  charter  is  confirmed  by  anodiert 
granted  by  Qneen  Mary  in  May  X545«^ln  con&qnence  of  Ai^ 
charters!  the  bufgeffes  ded  their  own  magiftiates  annually. 
There  is  a  ftanding  ooancil  j  in  conjnnftion  with  which,  die 
magiftrates  manage  the  town's  affairs.  The  whole  coafifts  of 
31  s  via.  a  bailies,  15  of  a  ftanding  council,  who  eontinne 
fer  life,  if  not  legally  difqnalified,  and  a  called  quarter  maf* 
ters,  from  each  of  die  incorporadoos.  The  incorporauons  are  7, 
Tia.weaTerS|  tailon,  hammermen,  ikioners,flefliers,  flioemakers, 
and  barters.  -A  treafurer  and  furrcyor  of  weights,  meafiires 
and  markets,  are  annually  chofen  by  the  coundL  The  derk 
is  elefted  by  the  burgeffes  at  large,  and  generally  continues  in 
effioe  daring  life,  liie  augiftrates  nsceive  refignationa  and 
giant  infeftments  in  the  town.  The  fafines  are  recorded  in 
the  general  or  particular  regifter  for  fafines,  as  they  have  not, 
like  royal  burghs,  a  record  for  tbe  town*s  fafines.  They  ex« 
pede  fervices,  cogoofce  heirs,  and  pronounce  decreets  in  ci^il 
oaufes,  to  any  extent  on  which  homings  and  captions  pais. 
HawidL  poffsfles  all  the  privileges  of  a  royal  burgh,  except 
Aat  of  finiding  a  reprefentadve  to  Parliament,  for  which  it 

need 

*  Id  this  ditrtery  one  vtide  iniy  be  noticed.  One  Junes  Blair  was  tvtei 
^rith  **  one  peony  of  the  kingd9m  of  Scotland,  npon  the  ground  of  bis  half  ^«r^ 
#K«lf,  for  finding  and  funiiihing  one  lamp,  or  pot,  of  bnmuig  oil,  before  tbe 
altar  of  the  parifli  churcb.of  Hawick/ in  time  of  high  Mafs  and  Tcfper  pnyen» 
an  holy  days  of  the  year,  in  honour  of  our  Saviour  Jefas  Chrift,  and  prayiog 
^r  the  fottk  of  tbe  bwoDt  of  Hawick,  tbe  foonderi  of  tbe  Uaip,  and  their 
fQCcdlbii.** 
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tieed  not  repine ;  as  it  is  thereby  freed  from  many  temptations 
to  idlenefs  and  diiEpation,  to  which  the  inhabuants  of  xOjal 
bnrghsi  by  their  politics,  are  often  fubjefted» 

^^  Rgvmui^  Mariet^  l^r •— The  common,  belonging  to  die  town, 
vras  formerly  very  extenfive;  btit  fome  of  the  forronnding 
heritors,  claiming  a  prefcriptive  right  of  pafturage,  6  parts  of 
%o  were  allotted  to  thenu  The  town's  fliare  now  amounts 
to  abont  850  acres,  befides  fome  places  in  its  imme* 
diate  neighbourhood,  which  fell  not  under  the  divifion* 
Previous  to  this  4^viiion,  the  cattle  belonging  to  the  bn^« 
geffes  paflured  over  the  whole  common;  and  this  town 
had  no  revenue,  except  what  arofe  from  the  dues,  or  entry* 
money,  of  burgefles,  which  was  in^onfiderable.  Since  the 
diinfidn,  the  whole  common  is  inclofed,  and  about  150  acres 
let  in  one  farm,  befides  other  detached  pieces,  with  fieveral 
mreas  feued  for  buildings  The  revenue,  arifing  from  thefef 
and  what  is  ezaAed  for  pafturing  the  burgefles  cattle,  now 
amount  to  X30I ;  and  ftiU  common  fufficient  remains  to  pafluia 
thefe  cattle.  No  part  of  the  town's  revenue  is  fpent  in  eat- 
ing and  drinking,  except  a  trifle  at  the  Ejng's  birth-day,  and 
the  eledion  of  the  magiftrates.  The  magiftrates  and  council 
lately  erefted  a  neat  council  houfe,  brought  water  into  the 
town  in  leaden  pipes,  and  paved  the  ftreets  anew*  The  Duke 
of  Bueclengh,  who  draws  the  cuftoms  of  the  town,  contribute 
cd  50L  towards  building  the  council  houfe,  and  paid  half  Uf' 
the  expence  of  paving  the  ftreets.  There  is  a  weekly  market 
and  4  fiurs,  befides  a  tryfi,  eftablilhed,  within  diele  few  years, 
for  black  cattle,  &c.  in  Oaober,  between  Falkirk  tcyft  and 
27 ewcaftle  fair,  which  promifes  to  fuoceed. 

Jtfanir/^Afriv/.— Notwithftanding  the  diladvantages  of  diC* 
tance  from  fue||  and  an  e^tcnfivt  land  carriage,  miMinfafturf 

ere 
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wre  c>me4  oa  here  with  confidentUe  tpirit  and  fucceis.  Several 
biwches  ut  sow  eftabliih/ed ;  but  the  moft  confiderable  are 
carpets,  bkle,  cloth,  and  ftockings.    The  carpet  tnanufaQuri 
Ivaa  eftablifhed  in  the  year  17529  and  has,  fince  that  time,  been 
under  the  managemfnt  of  Mr.  William  Robkrtsov,  now  a 
partner.    For  fome  jears,  it  was  aided,  hj  a  bountj  of  is.  per 
flone  oq  all  the  wool  xnanufadured,  from  the  board  of  Truf- 
tees  for  improvements  in  Scotland^    The  prefent  proprietors, 
Snce  th^  jear  X78O9  beftdes  Scotch  carpets,  have  manufaAuroi 
leveral  other  articles  in  the  woollen  line ;  fuch  as  ferges  for 
carpet  covers,  plain  cloths  for  table  covers,  ni^s,  collar  checks, 
with  other  articles  ufed  )>7  fadlers.     The  quantity  of  wool 
snanuiaftured  laft  jear,  was  about  220  packs*  of  laid  and  white 
wools.      Women  are  employed  to  fpin  thefe  in  their  own 
hoafes^  receiving  from  the  ftorehoufe  one  done  at  a  time*    The 
number  of  people,  employed  in  the  different  branches  of  this 
snaaufsdnre,  laft  year,  feems  to  have  been  s62.<«-The  inlU 
wumufaQuri  was  begun  jn  the  year  1783.     The  only  branch 
yet  attempted  is  common  linen  tapes  and  twills.    In  theb 
two  articles,  there  are  annually  confumed  10  tons  of  linen 
yarn  \  of  which  one  half  is  fpun  at  home,  and,  wheQ  the 
price  of  flax  is  moderate,  the  whole  of  it.    The  number  of 
people  employed  in  (pinning  the  flax  cannot  be  afcertaloed,  a 
confideraMe  quantity  being  fent  to  dillant  villages,  at  a  time, 
to  m  perlbn  appointed  to  give  it  out  in  (mall  quantities.     The 
Mher  people  employed  may  amount  to  65.    This  max^u&^are, 
which  is  yet  in  jitf  infancy,  was  likewife  aided  for  a  few  yean, 
by  the  Board  of  Trjuileefi  for  Impjrotements  and  Manofa&ures 
in  Scotland. — ^The  flocking  QMnuffiA^re  was  eftablilhed  by 
Mr,  John  Nisok,  in  the  year  1780.    For  4  years  he  was 
employed  chiefly ja  making  hofe,  for  people  who  fomiibed 

their 

f  A  yick  11  la  ftonei }  24lb.  of  whiu,  sod  25|Ib.  of  Uid  wool,  to  tbe  fteae. 
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Ibtiir  own  nmterials,  called  cufiom  wcri.  JSince  1785,  he  hms 
mannfofturcd,  on  his  own  account,  different  articles  in  th^ 
hofiety  line,  to  a  confiderable  extent.  From  his  books,  he 
appears  to  have  manufadured  the  following  quanti^  of  hofe : 

Coloured  and  white  hmVt  wool  bofe,       •       *        5505  pain. 
Cottoo,tfar«4,aiidivafftedhdb       »       ^       ««      5^  de. 

40fy 

The  mmioer  of  people  eifaplo}  edy  are, 
Arame  work  knittcH,  ••^13 

Spfamers,       •••**         *.4^ 
Beamefty  donUen,  and  twiBcn»       *  •         •        9 

IT 

^e  wool  is  given  6nt  to  Wom^n,  in  fntall  quantities,  wh^ 
fpin  it  in  their  dwn  houfes*.-^The  clotb  manufaBure  was  be« 
gun  in  September  1787.  The  firft  year,  this  ihaoofafture  con« 
famed  only  xo  packs  of  wool ;  laft  year,  upwards  of  40  were 
manufaftured.  The  cloth,  which  is  narrow,  is  fold  from  as* 
to  5S»  per  yard,  to  merchants  in  different  fea  port  towns  ia 
the  north  of  Scotland^    The  number  of  perfons  employed^  is^ 

Vaterib        -•         .••^.^5 

Spinneca,  accafionally  employed,       •        «        ^    '   •        li 

byera,       --• .4 

Cardert,       .•••«...«6 
Perfoot  employed  in  machinery  id  the  ihop,     •       •       -       4 

Vol.  VIII.  3X  iiurferf 

*  The  mamifadnre  of  ftotkiflgt  wm  erigimdly  hegna  by  Ikilie  John  Htrdie, 
in  the  year  1771.  He  employed  4  looms;  which,  at  an  aTcsife,  produced 
mmnally  aboni  s,4eo^ain,  moOly  of  the  coarfer  hind.  Heftcmt  to  have  been  the 
firftt  that  introduced  this  hoflneit  into  this  conntry ;  and,  by  pcrfont  tanght  ih, 
hitlhop,  h  hat  been  planted  in  Wooler,  KeUo,  Jedbnr^,  Langhohn,  Mielrofr^ 
and  SeOurk.  from  fuaily  difti«6  he  ahandooad  it,  tkfit  earrying  it  on  te 
aofcart,  when  it  was  taken  ap  by  Mr.Misoo* 
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Nurfery  and  Commerce.'^ln  this  parifh  there  is  a  confiderall^ 
liiirferj  carried  on  hy  the  M efirs.  Dickfons.  This  narfeiy  was 
firft  eftabliflied  at  Hafleodeaa  Bum,  in  a  neigifbonrxng  pariih, 
ifl  the  year  17  29.  The  ground  there,  fit  for  the  purpofe,  bea 
ing  all  occupied,  in  1766  they  fcuedland  in  Hawick,  amount- 
ing to  56  acres,  to  extend  their  bufinefs.  Tbefe  twonorieries 
contain  all  kinds  of  fruit  and  foreft  trees,  flower  plants,  and 
roots,  and  flowering  flirubs,  that  are  naturalized  to  this  coun- 
try ;  befides  a  great  cotlefiion  of  exotic  plants.  The  demand 
for  (bafc  articles  of  nurfery  is  coufiderable ;  for,  befides  fupplying 
all  the  adjoining  country,  and  CsTeial  other  parts  of  Scotland, 
they  are  fcnt  to  many  places  of  Northumberland,  Cufmberland, 
Wefimoreknd,  North  Wales,  Lancaihire,  Che(hire,Yorkihire, 
^  &c.  At  fome  feafons,  there  are  50  people  employed  in  the 
liurfery  grounds  j  tut,  at  an  average,  30  arc  employed  tbc 
Whole  feafon— Some  people  here  make  it  their  employment, 
to  buy  up  eggs  in  the  tfeighbouriAg  counties,  and  cany  them 
to  Berwick,  taking  fome  weekd  to  the  amount  of  X50L,  and,  at 
an  average,  of  50I.  per  week  through  the  year.  Others  arc 
entirely  occupied  in  coUeSing  fheep  fkins,  both  white  and  tar- 
red, in  Dumfnes-fliire,  Tweeddale  and  Selkirkfliire.  Part  of 
them  are  fuannfia&ured  in  Hawick,  and  the  reft  fold  in  quanti- 
ties to'  the'  ikinners  in  Kelfo  and  Gklafhiels.  The  perfon^, 
who  collet  the  Ikins,  through  the  (heep  countries^  likewife 
buy  up  coarfe  linen  yara^;  which^  together  with  what  is  made 
in  Hawick  and  its  neighbourhood,  (not  ufed  in  our  manufac- 
tures), is  fent  to  Kendal,  Glafgow,  Stirling,  Leith  and  Aber- 
deen. Oneperfon  gets  abouMoo -packs  of  v^ool  fpuu  iota 
yarn,  wKich  be  fells  at  tbefe  markettw 

Churci  and  Poor.— The  Duke  of  Buccleiigh  is  pktron  of 

the  pariib.    The  living  conlifts  of  91I,   13$.  4id«,  16  boUs 

oaeal^  ao  boUs  barley,  the  vicarage  tythes  of  a  Imall  part  of 

4  <te 
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tbe'pariikt  a  manfe  and  garden,  and  a  glebe  of  15  Engllfli  acres* 
Befidea  the  Eftabliflied  Church,  there  are  two  ^leeting-houfes  ; 
a  Burgher  and  an  Antxburgher.  The  diftance  of  many  places, 
in  this  and  the  .adjacent  parifh  of  Cavers,  from  the  parifli 
churches,  induced  the  inhabitants  there  to  ereft  a  chapel  of  « 
eafe.  In  this  place,  under  the  diredion  of  the  minifters  of 
Hawick  and  Cavers,  a  chaplaia  performs  divine  fervice ; 
partly  paid  by  the  Duke  of  Bucc}eugh,  and  partly  by  thp 
jniniflers  and  the  people ;  but  the  affiilant  not  being  in  or* 
ders,  little  burden  is  thereby  taken  from  the  minifters.  h  e 
number  of  poor,  at  prefeut  receiving  weekly  gfliftance,  19 
Z 10 :  for  their  fupport,  the  heritors  ^.  afl^pCs  thefnfelvcs  to  th^ 
amount  of  370!.  per  annum*. 

Popmlation. — ^The  dumber  of  fimis  ia  this  parilb,  from  aa 
accurate  furvey,  are« 

In  the  town  of  Hawick,  93^0       Married  perfoM,       •        •        970 

Intheconntrjr,         •         «        6«S       Petfont  nnder  10  yean^       •       teo 

Malci,       -       13787       ,     j^^jg  ■  between  10  and  ao    -     616 

Femakf,       •     155^$  lo  and  5»^  -    ISI4 

Tliepopdatioo»ini7i5«wai,    t«7l3  >■          jo  and  70,     -    4%% 

—  I.  .  r       ■  70  and  100,    -      73 

Increafe,       •        %%$  — ~ 

Toul,  -  ftf  iff 

There  is  noezaft  regifterkept  of  marriages,  baptifms,  or 

3  X  ^  Inundation* 

*  Bcfidei  this  prorifioa  kit  the  ^om^  a  aiiail)eff  have  aflbciated,  under  the 
title  of  ^tbt  Friadty  Stddyt  to  fnpport  themfelvet  in  the  time  of  iickncii,or  on- 
der  the  infirmitiet  of  old  age.  The  nembert  pay  a  trifle  at  their  admiflion,  and  4t. 
annoally ;  and  for  this,  when  rednoed  by  fickneft  or  age,  they  receive  $•,  per 
week  I  at'the  death  of  a  member,  hit  wife  receiYet  iL  lot.,  and  a  member,  at. 
^he  death  of  hia  wife,  lU  to  defray  the  fnnrrai  eipencei.  Befidei  thofe  who  are 
the  immediate  objedt  of  this  aflbciatioo,  the  fociety  coii€(Uof  maily  of  itie  1^ 
fpcd^ble  inhabitantf  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 
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launJation.'^Tht  town  of  Hawick,  though  not  tubjeft  M 
inundations,  has  everjr  reafon  to  be  afraid  of  them.  It  fiands 
at  the  conflux  of  the  rivers  Slitridge  and  Teviot,  which,  after 
great  rains,  or  the  diflblving  of  the  Ihowa  on  the  a^^acent  lulls, 
rife  leveral  feet  upon  the  houre^  imipedtatelj  fitaated  on  tfaeit 
banks.  A  remarkable  one  happened  in  Auguft  1767.  Slit- 
ridge then  rp(e  to  an  aftoniihing  height^  occafioned  by  a  cloud 
burfting  at  its  fource.  It  began  to  rife  at  4  o'clock  in  die 
afternoon,  and  pontinued  to  increafe  tiU  paft  6,  when  it  was 
^a  feet  above  its  ufual  leveL  It  marked  its  progrels  widi  de^ 
ilrudion.  I^  of  thefurface  of  the  hill,  where  the  cloud  fell, 
boated  into  the  river.  Corn  and  cattle,  with  eyerj  thing  oQ 
its  banks,  we^e  born  away  by  the  torrent.  In  Hawick,  iu 
devaftaripos  were  great ;  J15  dwdUi(ig«hoiife8,  and  a  com  mill, 
were  carried  oflF,  and  the  rock  fwept  fo  dean,  that  not  a  bit 
of  rnbbifli  wsis  left  to  teU  where  they  ftood.  At  the  height  of 
the  flood,  a  maid  fervant,  belonging  to  a  merchant,  rtcoUcSt* 
ing  that  in  the  houfe,  now  furrotmded  with  water,  her  mafter 
bad  306I.  in  gold,  boldly  veptu^ed  in,  and  got  hold  of  the  tag 
"widi  the  money :  In  Tetuming^  however^  flte  was  carrieil 
^own  by  theltream,  but  wtu  caft  afliore  on  a  green  below  tk 
town,  herfelf  and  the  money  both  fafe.  In  this  alarmiog 
^vent  two  lives  were  Ipft  i  both  ipdeed  thrpugh  ra^inefs  and 
inattention* 

Emmet^  iliifii.— Hawick,  as  &r  as  the  prefent  incumbent 
pan  learn,  has  givea  birth  to  few  men  of  confiderable  emifr* 
tnce  in  literature,  in  the  field,  or  in  rank.  Some^  however, 
who  have  reiided  in  it,  have  flione  in  dieir  particular  ftations. 
Amongft  thefe,  we  muft  firft  r^nk  Gayiv  Dougi.as*,  Bifliop 

of 

e^pAviM  Douglas,  on  hit  firft  enteriiig  the  chnrcb,  wu  in'ftalled  re^rof 
f!a^ck,  in  ^e  year  1496.    Aftcrwsrdi,  he  >va«  ap^ia^  proroft  of  tbe  col- 


of  Baolcelil,  «uffaor  of  fererd  jioetiiSy  and'tlle  ttdfliiitd  tmiiC^ 
lator  of  VirgS's  JEnexd.  Here  too  (hould  be  qie&tioMd,  Mn 
Alexavmr  Orrock,  tke  firft  rnmiftet  of  Hawidc  after  0/% 
Kevolntfon.  Re  appears  to  have  lieen  a  maB  rigid  in  dilbip« 
line,  and  of  exteafive  cbi^ritjr.  As  a  proof  of  die  formefi 
there  is  told  an  «:i[;traordinar7  inRaoce.  The  tnagiftrates,  bvr^ 
ing  oifended  againft  decenej  and  proprietj,  irere  oited  brfot^ 
him,  and  wett  not  allowed  to  a£^  in  office,  nor  veleafed 
from  die  tfatmders  of  the  cfanith,  nntfl  they  had,  on  Aeit 
unpovered  knees,  allced  pardon  of  God  and  the  kirk-<effio9. 
This  is  a  degree  of  ecclefiaftical  fererity  now  happily  iiA« 
known.  Eminent  proo&  of  fats  charity,  h<)wever,  ftiU  to* 
main.  He  bequeathed,  for  the  poor  of  Hawick,  X|6  metkai 
Scotch }  and  for  die  fchoolmafter  9,000  merks :  He  gave  feveral 
pieces  of  plate  for  die  nfe  of  die  church ;  and  to  die  Ainlfiev 
he  gave  his  whole  library,  which  reoiains  a  tnonoment  of  att« 
cient  theological  literature. 

^ntigu^s.^mTLbtTt  are  remains  of  oamps  intbis  parift^ 
but  at  what  period  diey  were  formedi  or  by  whom,  the  ^raw 
fent  incumbent  has  never  been  able  to  difcover.  There  ia  a 
place  odled  Catr^il^f  by  fofne  coidtdered  the  remains  of  % 

Komaa 

l^ate  dwrch  of  St.  Cileii  in  Edihbnrgli,  abliot  of  the  coBvent  tS  Afierisrothict:, 
and  bifliep  of  Ounkeld.  He  wat  nominated  to  the  archbiflropric  of  St.  Andrawf, 
but  hif  appointment  never  took  effc A.  To  avoid  the  perfecotiona  raifed  agalnlb 
hit  family,  in  the  year  15 1 3,  he  retted  into  England,  and  put  hinlfeff  nmder  te 
|»rotedion  of  Henry  VIII^  n^ho  kindly  reeeivod  liim,  and  granted  him  a  pen«i 
fion.  He  die4  of  the  plagne  In  London,  and  waa  buried  in  the  Savoy  diarch, 
in  the  yeac  ijsi. 

*  Whitaker,  in  hit  Hiftory  of  Maadiefter,  fvppofea  the  Catrail  to  have  boea  m 
barrieade  dirown  itp  by  the  ancient  Britons.  He  layi,  **  it  rant  in  a  N.  E.  din 
1*  region  from  Camaby  on  (he  Eik,  to  Gallow  Water,  beyond  Selkirk,  lined  all 
(<  the  wa^ 00  the  W.  with  forts*,  Kn^cTcncontiflueiitrelf,  by  an  addidooal  chain 
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Komw  mnptrt ;  }gj  others  tbe  veftiges  of  m  fortifiaitiaD  hy 
the  SuoBSv  or  the  luicieat  Britons*  A  little  mbove  tbe  town, 
lowtidi  the  weft»  uanearthqimoiiiid,  of  acoii]fialfigtiie,caIl« 
ed  the  MaU.  Some  fuppoic  this  a  twmubu ;  odiers,  m  plaot 
xaiied  for  tbe  pri«cipsl  inhabitants  of  the  town  to  meet,  for 
the  diftribntioa  of  jnftioe*  This  laft,  its  name  and  traditioo 
confirm.  At  an  early  period^  this  was  common  thionghovt 
Scotland.  When  tbe  chiefs  and  die  leading  people  in  a  diC 
Crift  met,  to  promnlgate  laws  for  the  gOTtmment  of  their  de- 
pendants, it  was  generally  on  a  hill  of  ibme  eminence ;  and 
many  places  ftill  retain  the  appellation,  as  North  Berwick 
Jmw,  in  £a(l  Lothian;  Zar^o  /ow,  in  Fifdhiie;  and  Rmier'4 
JLaWf  in  this  neigbbonrhood* 

CharaBer  qf  the  P#o^.-^ltboogh  individoals  In  this  pa« 
siffli,  as  in  other  places  of  tbe  lame  extent,  are  g^vu  to  the 
▼ices  ofual  in  theCe  times,  yet  the  inhabitants,  in  general,  are 
boneft,  fober,  and  induftrious*  Their  induftry  is  not  the  vio- 
lent exertion  of  a  moment;  bat  fteady,  calm,  and  perfeveciag: 
And  were  it  not  for  many  difiidvantages  and  difficulties,  they 
have  to  enopnnter,  the  fpirit  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hawick 
wonld  raife  it  tq  the  firft  ftation  of  mannCiftare,  in  the  ibadi 
of  Scotland, 

«•  of  callkt»  along  the  OaOow,  10  ths  north.  It  wu  plainly  defigaed  ass  birrier 
^  againft  any  enemy,  that  lay  to  the  8.  and  B.  of  it.**  lu  resnaintin  eke  pan&  of 
Caters,  and  on  the  OaUow,  arc  ftiU  confpidumt;  hat  fittk  of  it  it  obfiemhk 
iathtiparift. 
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NUMBER    X^nL 
PAR  ISH    OF    CLATT. 

(County  and  Synod  of  Aberdnn^^PrtJhytery  t^  Alford^ 
By  the  Ktv.  Mr.  Robert  Futdlat^ 


JNfamif  Situation^  EreQion  and  Climate, 

THE  name  of  this  parilh^  feema  to  be  taken  from  the  viU 
lago  of  Clatty  vtrhere  the  church  ftands^  aod  which  is 
plaeed  almoft  iik  the  centre  of  the  parifli ;  infomuch,  that  froA 
the  charch«yard|  one  has  a  {>rofpe&  of  the  whole ;  and  none  of 
the  l^rindpal  places  in  it  are  out  of  view^  nor  abore  the  diftance 
of  a  tnile^  excepting  a  comer  that  lies  N.  W. — ^This  parilh  is 
fitttated  in  the  Weftem  extremitj  of  that  ancient  divifion  or 
diftrid  of  Aberdeenibirei  called  Gartocb-^lt  is  a  cotifiderablc 
tinae  iince  it  was  disjoined  from  the  prefbytery  of  Garioch,  and 
annexed  to  that  of  Alford.  The  fituation  being  naturally  high, 
and  furrounded  with  hills,  the  climate  is  cold,  being  vifited  with 
frequent  ftorms  of  wind  and  rain  from  the  £.  and  with  fnow 
from  the  N.  aod  N.  E  ;  and  it  has  been  known,  within  the 
memory  of  the  Writer  himfelf,  that  the  winter  fnow  has  re- 
maitied  upon  the  groundi^  till  the  fecond  week  of  April,  and 

that 
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tbat  the  montlis  of  Septtmberp  Ofiober  and  Noveilib^y  hate 
(yioved  rainy  throughout.  The  firoft  mifta  which  fometimes 
begin  the  latter  end  of  }v\j.  and  ai^  frojocaC  in  Angoft  and 
Septetnbtt't  *^  ^^T  iojarioaa  to  lite  fown  bairley,  and  to 
peale*. 

Soil^  CuRhaHont  Mc.^'tht  foil  is  Tarions ;  light  mod  ikiidj 
towards  the  hill  fides ;  the  bfield  generally  a  loam*,  eafily  ad- 
titatedt  being  neither  wet  nor  too  dry.  Were  the  dimate 
as  favourable  as  the  foil,  the  ground  would  produce  any  ibrt 
of  crop  common  in  Scotland ;  but  the  frequent  changes  of 
the  weather,. and  the  frofts»  prove  ^ttj  unftvoacaUe  to  green 
crops ;  excepting  turnips  and  potatoes,  which  thrive  well, 
when  the  ground  is  duly  prepared.  It  muftbeacknowledgedi 
that  improvements  in  agriculture  and  hufl>andry  are,  here, 
only  in  their  infancy.  Moft  of  the  greater  &rmers,  however, 
begin  to  have  a  few  acres  in  turnips  and  fown  grals  )  hut  veiy 
little  in  fidlow,  and  no  wheat,  which  would  be  but  an  uncer- 
tain crop,  by  reafoa  of  the  lateneb  of  the  fealbns,  the  fpna% 
and  autumnal  frofii,  atid  fubfequent  rains :  Neither  are  die 
farmers,  at  prelent,  in  a  condition  to  enter  into  regular  rota* 
tions}  as,  befides  other  reafons,  their  pofleiSona  are  not  of  tbe 
.proper  fiae^  and  only  upon  ihort  leafes,  which  are  aceriain  bar 
to  all  improvements, — Same  fioae  inclqfures  have  been  made 
of  late ;  and  feveral  plantations  of  wood  hav^  been  begun  vp> 
on  the  Knockefpock  ell  ate*  The  firft  earts  were  iouoduced 
only  in  i76o,.by  the  minj^er  and  another  refidentet.    Thcj 

ftie 

«  ThU  occsfioacd  the  UU  ^the  crop  ia  17  ta,  by  wbkli  aJtiaifty  Out  <k> 
ttj  wu  mucb  reduced ;  and  had  it  not  be^a  for  tbe  Oevennneot  bounty  of  me^ 
uii  the  feafonable  fuppliet  of  white  peafe^  deftuicd  for  the  American  War.  * 
famine  inuft  have  unavoidably  enAied :  The  feace  wth  Amttism  waa,  thcrcKct 
tbe  proTidentiil  mciat  of  fttiflg  fcTcftl  ibiret  is  Nortb  Bpttafitom  dcpsf^ 
I400  and  ruiB, 
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are  now  become  general  all  over  the  pariih ;  only  the  horfes  are 
11  ill  of  too  fmall  fize  to  render  carts  as  ufeful  as  they  might 
be.  In  good  feafons,  the  pari(h  has  been  found  to  produce 
more  grain  than  fupports  the  inhabitants;  but  lince  1781, 
the  crops  have  often  proved  (hort ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
money  received,  by  the  fale  of  black  cattle  to  the  fouth  coun- 
try dealers,  the  tenants  could  not  have  regularly  paid  theic 
rents. — A  branch  of  the  (locking  manufafture,  from  Aber- 
deen, employs  feveral  of  the  women  fervants ;  but  it  is  too  in- 
confiderableto  be  much  depended  upon.— -Although  fome  of  the 
farmers. are  getting  into  a  better  form  of  ploughs  and  farming 
ntenlils,  yet  the  old  methods  are  ftill  followed  by  feveral, 
X}ung,  mixed  into  a  fort  of  compoft  with  common  earth,  or 
feal  from  pafture  ground,  is  ftill  the  common  manure,  al« 
though  the  ground  agrees  perfectly  well  with  lime,  which 
is  to  be  had,  at  the  diftance  of  10  computed  miles,  by  an  exr 
ceeding  bad  road ;  and  very  little  attention  is  paid  towards  mak<r 
ing  it  better.  There  are  only  3  or  4  tenants,  who  have  at^ 
tempted  fallowing  or  watering ;  though  fuch  trials,  as  have 
been  made,  have  anfwered  well.  In  particular,  a  fummer  fal- 
low of  ixbaufted  outfield  land^  with  the  addition  of  a  little  lime^ 
has  produced  excellent  crops  of  barley  and  grafs,  which  be- 
fore afforded  neither.  The  faft  is,  little  can,  or  will  be  done, 
in  the  improving  line,  till  the  heritors  or  landlords  take  the 
lead,  and  encourage  theit  tenants,  cither  by  premiums,  or  long 
leafes  ;  by  abolifliing  fervitudes,  and  mill  multures  *,  which 
Vol.  VIII.  3  Y  are 

*  lo  fome  fartt  of  this  parifii,  the  miU  maUure  it  computed  to  be  x-ijth  of 
the  whole  produA  of  the  groand ;  and,  in  a  neighhoaring  pariih,  it  it  faid  to 
be  the  Ilth  paft;  bdfidet  the  expeneeof  upholding  the  miU-houfe  and  machinery . 
'Whereat  a  liberal  and  Cenfible  heritor,  who  wifliet  the  improvement  of  his 
eftate,  and  the  profperity  of  hit  tenaatt,  will  fee  the  propriety  and  neceflity  of 
abdliihibg  ffldi  utireaf<mable  cxatftioni,  and  of  laying  no  other  reftriflions  upon 
the  manufafturing  of  grain,  than  barely  that  of  upholding  the  mill,  and  giving 
enrages  lor  a  miller  to  work  it. 
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are  all  great  and  inviacible  obftades  to  impcoTeaienta  in  htiT- 
bandrj. 

Springs  and  Minerals, ^^Thett  are  no  rivers  of  an  j  note. 
A  rivulet  takes  its  rife  in  this  parifli ;  which  paiBng  down- 
ward, through  the  pariihes  of  Leflj,  Premnaj,  Sec.  takes  the 
name  of  Gadie^  and  afterwards  becomes  a  branch  of  the 
river  Urie,  which  falls  into  the  Don  at  Invenirj.— Thec«  are 
man  J  fprings  of  water*  impregnated  with  minerals,  as  fulphor, 
Six.  ;  but  none  frequented  for  medicinal  purpofes— ^Imofl 
evcrj  poflefnon  has  plenty  of  outlying  ftones  for  building 
inclofures.  Quarries  may  be  found,  in  many  places,  of  ex- 
cellent granite,  very  fit  for  building,  and  eafy  to  be  wrought. 
In  one  place,  near  the  fite  of  the  manfion-houfe  of  Knockef- 
pock,  (in  the  front  of  Craig-Hill),  there  are  veins  of  va- 
riegated marble,  which  promife  fome  fort  of  qusury  of  that 
kind.  A  confiderable  time  ago,  about  the  year  1754,  it  was 
dug  a  little,  and  fome  of  the  largeft  pieces,  that  could  be  got, 
were  coUeded,  and  fent  up  to  Judge  Gorbok  of  St.  Ghrifio- 
phers,  then  proprietor  of  the  eftate,  who  at  that  time  refided 
at  Moor-Place,  near  London  r  But,  whatever  opinion  was 
formed  about  them,  no  further  notice  has  been  taken  of  the 
place  fince. 

Pp^idb^ofl.— The  population  of  this  pariih  has  decrcafed 
confiderably  within  thefe  40^ars  ;  chiefly  owing  to  fome  fa- 
milies,  who  had  fmall  farms,  removing  to  the  manu£aftarxn{ 
towns,  where  they  find  a  more  eaiy  and  comfortable  way  of 
living. 

The  return  to  Dr.  Webftcr  id  1755,  ^'w        •        •         *         •         *         Jif 
At    Whitfunday  1791,  when    the    iocambcnt  coBipletod    hit  fall 
courie  of  vifiting  tnd  cttechifing,  the  number  wai, 
or  Malea^      -      -      -      sij^ 
—  Female.,      .       -     %!%$        *       *     ^^^       •      ^ 

0^ 
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Of  Uiefe,  ^  Biimbcr  of  commtinicanu  it  about    ^  •        -  .     -       -       aao 
The  number  of  inhabited  hovlesi  and  familiei,  ia        •       •        .        •        89 

Thm  following  Abftraa  ihews  the  ftate  of  the  Births, 
Mftrriages,  &c.  for  the  laft  Ten  Years : 

Yeara.  BaptSimi.        Marrbg  Bnriali. 


1783* 

1% 

4 

X784 

zo 

% 

1785 

14 

% 

Z786 

10 

^ 

1787 

10 

X 

1788 

14 

S 

1789 

6 

% 

1790 

S 

7 

1 791 

9 

X 

I79» 

8 

5 

loi  3Z  xa6 1 

Occupations .I'^mMmo^  all  the  inhabitants  occupy  farms,  of 

greater  or  lets  extent,  from  5I.  to  40L  Sterling  a  jear.   There 

are  even  fome  as  low  as'iL  xos« ;  and  a  few  have  onlj  a  houfe, 

-with  the  liberty  of  fael,  but  no  ground.     The  artificers,  or 

trades  people,  fuch  as  wrights,  tailors,  fmiths,  &c.  are  merely 

fufficient  to  fupply  the  inhabitants  with  their  refpedive  forts 

#f  work  :  Some  are  paid  by  the  day,  or  piece ;  others  have 

^hat  is  called  cufiom  worJt^  t,  e.  a  ftipulated  quantity  of  grain, 

^ith  their  crofts  plowed,  and  fuel  brought  in*     All  have  as 

much  land  as  enables  them  to  keep  a  cow  or  two,  and  a  yard, 

#r  garden. 

3  Y  a  Villaii 

^  There  11  no  regifter  of  bnriali  for  that  year* 

f  7U  4d9vt  is  tU  ittta  MMmher  kmritd  im  Ms  •ittrcb'yar^Jiui  X783  ;  lul  ^  Aft 
Jivermlmrt  hmgbt  frtm  9Atr  pariJUi^  it  heimg  tufmrnary  htrt^  (mm  vteli  at  tifrwbirtj 
Jw^  tht  ftfiirOy  •/  fimmr  rfiinUrt^  timtfb  muwd/rtm  the  parj/b^  Uhrimg  UcA 

ihtir  diMd  H  vUt  thiy  m/I  thcir  OWB  burial  pUce.     0«iy  0  /no  tf  tbt  refiitnttr^ 

havt  hritd  tffiwbirt. 
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VSlagf^  Marietta  t^r,— -It  appears,  fram  ▼arioos  deeds,  ihai 
the  town  and  village  of  Clatt  was  ereAed  into  a  burgh  of  faz- 
ronjt  with  power  to  hold  weekly  and  annual  markets  §•  Ac- 
cordiogly,  the  late  Colonel  Harrt  Gokdov  of  Knockefpock, 
heritable  proprietor  of  the  faid  burgh  of  barony,  and  markets 
thereto  belongingv  being  determined  to  give  all  proper  en- 
couragement to  the  faid  weekly  markets  and  £iirs,  made  pub- 
lic intimation,  in  the  Edinburgh  and  Aberdeen  newfpapersi 
of  his  intention  to  improve  the  burgh,  and  revive  and  improve 
the  markets ;  and  in  the  ihort  intervals,  in  which  he  was  per- 
mitted to  vifit  his  eftate  here,  he  began  to  build  better  fam^ 
houfes  ;  to  form  plans  for  improving  and  inciofing  the  grounds; 
of  railing  flax,  and  introducing  the  linen  manufadure,  &c. 
But,  being  foon  after  called  abroad,  on  government  fervice  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  about  the  year  1784,  his  public  fpirited  de- 
figns  were  interrupted,  and  have  not  been  refumed  ficcc,  as 
the  Colonel  died  about  three  years  afterwards.  By  this  fatil 
event,  Government  loft  an  escellent  officer,  and  experienced 
engineer  ;  and  his  tenants  a  good  mafier,  who  wilhed  to  fee 
them  thriving  under  him ;  and  one  who  had  the  improvement 
of  his  native  country  much  at  heart. 

Roads  and  Propofed  Improvements » — This  parifh  is  inter- 
fe£led  by  a  highways  \  the  fouth  road  from  Edinburgh,  lead* 

ing 

§  By  letters  of  gift  and  donation,  from  King  James  IV.  of  Scotland,  dated  l6d 
June  I5#I,  it  was  "  ereAed  into  a  free  burgh  of  barony,  with  all  the  rigki 
"*  and  privileges  thereof;  with  power  to  the  proprietor  at  that  time,  and  is  ^ 
**  time  thereafter,  to  conflitute  and  appoint  bailies,  and  other  officers,  necc&r? 
'*  for  guiding,  governing,  and  rvling  the  laid  burgh  ;  And  to  have,  bold,  asi 
.**  keep  therein  a  crofs  and  market,  up«n  Tvefday  every  week;  andpubE: 
"  fairs  and  markets,  every  year,  for  the  fpace  of  eight  days ;  witk  the  libcrne, 
**  profits,  duties  and  commodities  thereof,  in  terms  of  the  foccftid  g^aat  sss 
**  doiiation  :  Upon  which  letters  of  pvblication  have  been  iffucd  at  ^focc^ 
*<  times,  by  warrant  of  the  Lords  of  Council  and  Seffion  in  Scotbsd.^' 
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log  north  towards  Huntlj,  Elgin,  &c. ;  and  the  public  road, 
from  the  high  country,  down  through  Glenlivet,  Cabrach, 
Rhynie,  &c*  towards  Aberdeen ;  which  laft  pafles  within  a 
few.  paces  of  the  village  of  Clatt,  The  great  fouth  road, 
leadbg  direftly  north  from  the  Caimie  Mounts  pafTes  through 
the  town  itfelf,  and  the  whole  breadth  of  the  pariih.  It  was 
made  by  the  military  about  25  years  ago,  and  is  kept,  here,  in 
tolerable  repair.  This  road  is  ihorter  by  many  miles,  than  that 
leading  by  Aberdeen.  A  proper  inn  ereded  in  the  village  of 
Clatt,  (as  was  intended  by  the  late  Colonel  Gordon),  would 
render  this  a  moil  convenient  ftage  for  travellers,  either  to 
the  fouth  or  to  the  north ;  and  the  road  being  once  frequented, 
vfould  contribute  qoickly  to  the  improvement  of  the  village* 
A  fpirited  and  enterprifing  heritor,  by  availing  himfelf  of 
thefe,  and  fome  other  local  advantages,  and  by  circulating  a 
little  money  to  begin  adventurers  in  the  mercantile  and  manu- 
faduring  lines,  might,  through  time,  be  repaid  with  large 
increafe  \  and,  at  the  fame  time,  give  employment,  and  a  de- 
cent livelihood,  to  many,  who,  for  want  of  fuch  encourage- 
ment, drudge  on  through  life,  burdened  with  a  family,  upom 
a  few  ridges  of  land,  which  can  hardly  afford  them  either  fub- 
fifience,  or  oppprti^nity  of  exertion.  The  great  and  popular 
objeftions,  againfl  attempts  of  this  fort,  are,  the  diilance  from 
the  county  town,  or  any  proper  fea  port  and  harbour;  fcarcity 
of  fuel ;  danger  of  engroiEng  the  working  fervants,  and  with- 
drawing the  hands  neceffary  for  agriciulture,  &c.  But  all 
thefe,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  might  be  obviated  by  a  prudent 
economy ;  particularly,  by  introducing  a  better  breed  and  fize 
of  horfes  for  the  carts }  keeping  the  roads  in  due  repair,  by  a 
proper  application  of  the  fiatute  work  ;  and  giving  good  en- 
couragement to  dealers  and  merchants  to  fettle  in  the  village, 
and  to  frequent  the  fairs  and  markets.  As  to  want  of  fuel, 
that  complaint  ^ronld  foon  ceafe,  if  the  unreafonable  coqfling 

duty 
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duty  upon  coats  were  taken  off,  or  commuted.  And  as  for 
wuit  of  bands  for  agriculture,  the  obvious  remedy  is,  to 
proportion  the  farms  to  a  proper  fize,  and  to  work  them, 
either  with  two-horfe  ploughs,  or  with  oxen  in  hameis  ;  ei- 
ther of  which  would  perform  double  the  qnandtj  of  work, 
in  the  lame  time,  and  to  much  better  purpole. 

Heritors  and  Rtnt^^^Thtxt  are  only  two  heritors,  ElnockeC 
pock  and  Towie,  neither  of  whom  refide.  The  eftatc  of 
Knockefpock  comprehends  about  three  fourths  of  the  pariib. 
Of  hte,  that  family  have  refided  in  the  parifh  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  year,  and  their  fervaots  are  conftantlj  here.  The 
valued  rent  of  this  par^ih,  as  ftated  in  the  eels  books,  is 
X27jl.  48.  4d«  Scotch.  The  ^rofs  rent  maj  be  eftimated  about 
6ool.  Sterling.  The  tenants  and  poffcfTors  of  the  ground  paj 
the  cefs,  minifter's  ftipend,  and  fchoolmafter's  falary. 

Churchy  (/r— The  fabric  of  the  church  had  a  thorough  re^ 
pair  in  1779;  ^^^^  ^^^^  regular  feats,  would  be  a  decent 
place  of  worfliip ;  but  the  old  clumfy  feats  being  ftill  retained, 
diffigures  the  look  of  it,  and  affords  lefs  convenient  accommo* 
dation  for  the  hearers  *.  The  manfe  was  built  about  1725. 
Both  manfe  and  offices  have  undergone  feveral  partial  repairs, 
and  at  prefent  (land  greatly  in  need  of  more.  The  ftipend  is 
500  merks  Scotch,  in  money,  with  16I.  Scotch  for  communion 
elements ;  42  bolls  vidual  of  meal  and  bear ;  fome  fervices  of 
plowing!  8^  leading  turf  for  fnel ;  a  garden,  aod  a  glebe,  not 

fully 

*  The  caft  end  ef  the  church  appears  to  have  hcen  a  Popifii  place  of  worikip 
of  fome  note,  and  of  very  old  date.  When  the  feats  were  removed  at  lafi  rt> 
paration,  there  appeared,  on  the  hack  wall,  and  at  the  end,  a  neat  ublet  of 
freeftone,  about  3  feet  fqoare,  with  fide  columns  and  a  cornice.  In  the  middk, 
in  profile,  are  cff giei  of  our  SsTiour  tn  Iho  croft;  with  the  initials  of  the  Scrip. 
•  tore 
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full/  5  acres.  It  is  much  the  fame  as  it  was  150  years  ago^ 
as  appears  by  a  decreet  of  locality,  dated  June  1650,  and  is 
now  become  very  inadequate  to  the  prefent  rate  and  mode  of 
living,  when  the  value  of  money  is  fo  much  diminiihed,  and 
the  price  of  neccflaries  fo  much  raifed  .and  taxed.  In  1760^ 
when  the  prefent  incumbent  fettled,  he  had  his  firft  man-fer- 
▼ant  at  2L  6s.  8d.  Sterling,  wages  for  the  year ;  at  prefent, 
he  cannot  have  one,  for  the  fame  office,  under  fix  guineas. 
It  is  the  fame  with  refped  to  pro^  £ons,  fumitui:e,  apparel, 
&c.    Almoft  every  article  is  tripled  in  value. 

.  School, — ^There  is  a  parochial  fchool,  and  qualified  teacher, 
whofe  falary  is  6  bolls  of  meal,  colle&ed  in  fmall  quantities 
from  the  inhabitants ;  befides  ^ol.  Scotch,  as  fefiion  clerk, 
with  the  ordinary  perquifites  for  baptifms  and  marriages;  and 
-which  altogether,  with  fcbolars  fees,  will  not  exceed  xxl. 
Sterling  a  year.  As  this  is  much  about  the  common  rate  of 
fchoolmafter's  livings  through  great  part  of  this  country,  it 
eertainly  calls  for  the  interference  of  the  Legiflature,  to  make 
fome  more  competent  and  decent  provifion  for  fuch  an  ufefal 
clafs  of  men,  upon  whom  the  morals  and  profperity  of  So* 
eiety,  as  well  as  of  iiidividuals,  fo  greatly  depends. 

Poor. 


tttK  iiifcriptloo  00  the  top.  The  piece  was  oraamented  with  paintiag,  in  co- 
lonrt  ol  TennittioD,  azure,  and  gold  leaf,  very  bright  and  frefli.  It  was  placed 
about  5  feet  high  abore  the  area,  and  probably  ftood  abore  the  fpot  where  the 
ahar  was  placed.  Within  the  oppofite  comer,  at  the  from  wall,  was  an  apar> 
ment,  or  clofet,  of  a  cubical  form,  which  fecmi  to  be  the  facriily  where  the 
boft,  Qioney  and  hooka  were  kept.  Alfo,  within  the  inner  fcoocing  of  the  eaft 
4oor»  another  ftich  dofiet,  hot  fmaller,  probably  for  holding  a  veflel  with  ton- 
fecrated  water,  for  fprinkling  the  people  as  they  entered  to  worfhip.  At  taking 
down  the  dd  walls,  the  officions  seal  of  the  worknea  broke  wd  defaced  the 
tabkc,  bcforait  eoukl  b«  rtfcvcd  tvm  their  haadst 
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^o«r.«^There  are  no  begging  poor  that  belong  to  this  pa« 
ri(b ;  although,  lying  along  fo  many  highways,  the  place  is 
exceedingly  peftcred  with  beggars  and  vagrants,  from  the 
Highlands  and  more  northern  diftrifts ;  as  well  as  with yorn^n 
and  fupplicants  from  the  fonth,  many  of  whom  are  great  im- 
pofiors.  It  is  much  to  be  wiihed,  that  fomc  regulations  were 
fet  on  foot  for  rendering  fuch  perfons  better  members  of  fo- 
ctety  i  or  at  lead  reflraining  them  from  becoming  fuch  bur- 
dens on  th?  public,  and  intercepting,  and  often  extorting,  by 
threats  and  force,  what  might  be  very  properly  bellowed  up- 
on real  objc£ts  of  charity.  There  are  feveral  indigent  and 
infirm  perfons  belonging  to  the  pariih,  who  receive  fappUes 
•ccafionally,  as  well  as  at  three  ftated  terms,  Whitfunday, 
Martinmas,  and  when  the  facrament  h  difpenfed.  The  week- 
ly colled  ions  in  the  church,  and  at  the  facraments,  and  the 
dues  of  the  mort-cloth,  are  the  only  poor*s  funds  here.  Bat 
they  cannot  be  cxpeded  to  be  very  conSderable  in  a  fmall  pa- 
rifli,  where  there  ate  no  redding  heritors,  nor  gentry  who  at- 
tend public  worthip ;  or;  fo  far  as  the  incumbent  knows,  be- 
llow any  thing  for  the  fupport  of  the  parochial  poor.  Such 
poor  as  lire  in  and  about  the  more  populous  villages,  are  fup- 
plicd,  by  their  beneficent  neighbours,  with  fome  little  necef- 
iaries,  which  they  could  not  otherwifc  procure  \  fuch  as  milk, 
whey,  turnips,  potatoes,  fuel,  £cc.  When  it  is  known,  that 
any  old  or  infirm  perfon  is  in  want,  it  is  cuftomarj  for  the 
young  lads  of  that  corner,  to  go  out  in  an  evening  through 
the  parifii,  and  to  alk  meal,  or  a  little  money,  which  the 
people  very  cheerfully  give  ;  and  it  proves  a  moft  feafonable 
fupply  to  feveral,  who  would  be  in  hazard  of  fuflfering  vrant, 
rather  than  feem  to  be  importunate,  or  burdenfome. 

Cbarqaer.-^hW  the  refiding  inhabitants  are  of  the    £fia. 

bliQied  Chu^-ch,  excepting  one  Roman  Catholic^  whofe  wife 

and 


Iin3  familj  aire  Prefbyterians.  They  all  attend  the  catechilings. 
The  people^  in  general,  are  fober,  iatelligent,  and  induilrious ; 
Charitable,  accordbg  to  their  drcumftandes,  and  Vegulat  in 
attending  upon  the  ordioiances  of  religion  ;  though  it  is  to  be 
regretted,  that,  in  this  laft  refped,  the  gentry  ar6  far  front 
being  ezemplarj,  to  thofe  whom:  thej  deem  miich  their  io« 
feriors.  It  is  fa&r  fortunate,  however,  that  the  vulgar^  as 
they  are  called,  do  not  imitate  their  betters^  otherwife  we 
ihould  hare  very  thin  churches.  There  is  not  perhaps  fo 
much  of  the  outward  (hew  of  religion'  among  the  p«ople,  a^ 
in  fome  other  diflrifb,  eff^cially  where  the  Seceifion  has  ob- 
tained ;  but,  among  the  ordinary  ranks,  there  is  much  dt-^ 
itency,  and;  it  i»'  to  be  hopSed,  not  a  little  real  devotion.  Qpe 
thing,  however,  is  flill  matter  of  jtfft  complaint,  through  fe- 
veral  counties  lA  this  northern  divifion  of  the  iOand;  too 
great  laXneik  ^d  latitude;  in  the  manner  of  obXervisfg  the 
Sabbath  iij  i  asid  which,*  inftead  of  being  devoted  to  reli- 
gious e^eretfes,  is  often  {pent  in  travelling  on  joumies ;  giv- 
ing and  receiving  vifit^  ;  fending  Servants  abroad,  on  errands 
and  meffiiges;  and  fo  abftrafttng  them  altogether  front  the 
Hated  returns  of  public  and  focial  worlhip,  which,  to  many, 
is  almoft  the  onl^  means  of  in'ftruftion  they  can  eqjoy.  It  i^ 
ceitainly  itiattef  of  regret,  that  in  «  civilized  age  and  caun* 
try,  not  to  fay  B  Chriftian  Mnd,  and  #here  we  juftly  hoatl 
of  io  ntany  other  improveinents,  fo  much  refinement  in  po- 
liteneb,  drefs^  divert ons.  Sec.  thei^  Ihonld  be  fo  much  cold* 
oels,  not  to  fay  neglefi  and  contempt,  with  regard  to  piety 
and  the  public  ordiqisnces  of  religion ;  and  fo  little  cO|f hten.' 
ance  ihewn  them,  by  thofe  who  have  it  fo  greatly  in  their 
power,  lOid  who  farely  ought,  to  be  eximplaty  td  others,  in 
this  firft  and  fondftmeatal  duty  of  eVery  rational  being. 
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NUMBER    XXXIV. 


]^ARISH    6T  DRYMEN. 
{fiounif  ^  Srirlii^—PriJlyUry  ofyiumbartou^^Jjmod  t§ 


By  tht  Riv.  Mr.DuKCAX  BCACFAaxjur,. 
Mmi/hr  of  thai  Purijb. 


Origin  of  the  Na)ne* 

THE  name,  Urumen^  or,  as  it  is  more  commonly  writ- 
ten, Drymm^  is  obviouflj  derived  from  the  Celtk 
word,  Drmntf  correfponding  to  the  Latin  Dorfitm^  a  ridgt 
or  tmtunce.  It  is  peculiarlj  defcriptive  of  the  appear- 
ance of  confideraUe  part  of  the  pariih,  which  is  frequent- 
]/  ioterfeded  by  deep  ravines,  or  water  courfes,-  with  rifiag 
grounds  between  them.  The  fame  word  is  alfo  to-be  met  with, 
as  a  component  part  in  the  names  of  many  places,  as  Drtm* 
qulaftUy  Drumdajhy  Drumliagarty  iSc.  Xhe  etymology  of 
thefe,  and  almoft  all  the  other  names  in  the  pariib,  is  purelj 
Celtic. 

Extint, 
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^»/e»/.-^It  is  extremelj  difficult  to  give  an  accurate  idea 
xA  the  fituation  of  this  pariiht  as  it  is  of  great  cxtenti  aod 
its  outlines  are  exceedioglj  irregular.  The  utmoft  length  of 
the  inhabited  part  is  about  15  miles  ;  but  the  moors  extend 
Gonfiderablj  farther.     The  greateft  breadth  is  about  9  miles* 

Smfaee^  Rivgrs  and  Fi/i.^^In  .bmt  pla^s,  the  country  is 
nigged  and  mountainous ;  in  others,  flat  and  level ;  but,  £qr 
the  moft  part,  it  is  an  irregular  flope,  between  the  high 
mpors  and  the  rivors,  xut  up  by  a  great  number  of  fmall, 
but  rapid  ftreams.  The  principal  rivers,  are,  the  Duchraj, 
the  Forth,  and  the  Enriok.  The  Duchraj  is  one  of  the  tnojjt 
confiderable  branches  of  tt^e  Forth,  and.divides  this  parifli,  for 
fome  miles,  from  that  of  AberfoiU  Near  the  church  of 
Aberfbil,  it  joins  another  confiderable  ftream  ;  and  the  united 
river  is  then  known  hj  the  name  ,of  iForth.  Psevious  to 
their  confluence,  the  ^arilh  of  Drjmen  leaves  them  at  a  con- 
fidemUe  diftanoe  ;  but  afterwards  joins  thp  Forth,  near  Gart-:- 
mose,  about  5  miles  to  the  S.  £.,  iwhere  the  winding  coune 
of  that,  river,  for  ibme  miles,  divides  it  from  that  of  Port. 
The  Enrick  takes  its  rife  in  the  bills  of  Dundaff,  about  if 
miles  from  Diymen,  to  the  eaftward.  It  feparates  this  pari(k 
from  that  of  Killeam,  and  afterwards,  runs  through  it  for 
about  %  miles.  It  then  forms  the  boundary  between  this  and 
the  neighbouring  pariih  of  Kilmaronock ;  and,  about  4  miles 
farther  00,  difcharges  itfelf  into  Lqchlomond.  Thefe  risers 
abound  in  trouts,  par,  perch,  pike^  eels  and  flounders,  with 
ibme  falmon. 

Sail.'^In  inch  im  extent,  there  muft  neceflarily  be  a  great 
divezfity  of  foil*  The  banks  of  the  Forth  are,  in  general, 
covered  with  a  d^p  mofs ;  but,  where  that  is  removed,  the 
JLnduflry  of  the  farmer  is  rewarded,  by  a  very  rich  day,  pro- 

3%  ^  ducinj^ 
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dncing  large  crops  of  grain.  TThe  lands  near  £nrick  airo,  ia 
general*  light,  drjr,  and  grayelljv  a  foil  by  no  means  imfiu 
vourabie  in  a  moift  dioiaCe.  By  far  the  moft  eommon  foil  ii| 
the  pariih  is  poor,  wet,  and  tilly,  eytremelj  iaaproper  for 
cnltivattoQ* 

Climate^  Fuel^  Caltivatiot^  Pradmcif  (ir.— The  progre£s  of 
agriculture  here  has  been  much  retarded,  by  a  variety  of  na« 
favourable  circumftances,  the  chief  of  which  are  the  dtmaSe 
and  local  fitnation.  The  weather,  as  might  be  ezpeAed  in 
the  vicinity  of  high  mountains,  and  at  no  great  diftance  from 
the  well  coaft,  is  in  general  very  wet ;  which  renders  the 
fved  time  and  harveft  exceedingly  precarious.  But  the  prin- 
cipal difadvantage  is  tbe  diftance  fro^s  markets  and  maimte. 
The  neareft  market  town  is  Dumbarton,  ahont  %1  miks  firoaa 
any  part  of  this  pariAi  ;  and  next  to  it  Glafgow,  which  is  at 
leaft  J  8.^* There  is  foiae  limeftone  to  be  had  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood,  but  of  an  indifferent  quality.  It  is  but  little  nfai, 
as  the  country  affords  no  proper  fuel  for  bnraing  it.  The 
farmers,  in  genera],  bring  their  lime  from  Kilpatrick,  at  tbe 
didaoce  of  li  or  13  miles.  Coals,  which  of  late  have  faeea 
pretty  much  ufcd,  are  brought  from  the  fame  place.  Peats 
aod  turfs  are  ftil),  however,  the  mod  common  fuel ;  but  as 
in  moil  parts  of  the  pariih,  they  are  brought  from  a  diftaace 
of  fcveral  miles,  and  as  they  require  an  uncommon  d^ice 
of  attention  in'cutting  and  drying,  they  ate  nearly  as  expcn- 
five  as  coals. — The  people,  in  general,  have  no  idea  of  retU 
ing  their  land  ;  but  plow,  without  intermiffioo,  for  m»y 
fucceiTivQ  years,  to  the  great  detriment  of  their  farms.  The 
•onamon  crops  are  oats  and  barley.  Tbe  barley  is  chiefly 
fold  to  diitillers  ;  and  the  average  price  is  from  i6s.  to  i8s. 
per  boll.     Oat  meal  fells  at  from  14s.  to  160*  per  boll. 


rUIagi^ 
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FUlage^  Iffr.— There  is  only  z  village  in  the  pariih,  which 
lies  near  the  church*  The  inhabitants  are  moftlj  tradefmea 
and  day  labourers,  who  depend  for  employment  upon  the 
ncighbonriag  country,  excepting  a  few  weavers,  who  work 
for  the  xnanufadurers  of  Glafgow.  There  are  DiQefiters  of 
'Various  denominations ;  but  none  of  them  have  a  place  of 
worfhip  within  the  bounds  of  the  pariih.  A  confiderable 
number  fpeak  the  Gaelic  language  ;  and  there  are  3  or  4  who 
do  not  underftand  Engli(b. 

Population. — Since  the  year  1756,  the  population  of  this 
pariO)  has  greatly  decreafed.  This  decreafe  is  partly  owin|( 
to  the  prevalence  of  large  &rms.  In  feveral  parts  of  the  pa« 
rifh,  z  family  now  occupies  what  was  formerly  ta  the  bands 
of  7  or  8.  Another  caufe  of  the  diminution  is  to  be  found 
in  the  progrefs  of  manufafiures.  Though  none  of  tbefe  have 
as  yet  been  eftabliihed  in  this  pariih,  ttiey  are  carried  on,  at  no 
gr^at  diftance,  to  a  very  confiderable  extent.  The  bleachfield* 
and  printfields  upon  the  river  Leven,  near  Dumbarton,  are 
perhaps  the  moft  extenfive  in  Scotland  :  and  fome  large  cot* 
Con  mills  have  been  lately  erefted  in  the  neighbouring  pari(h 
of  Balfron.  Thefe  give  emplojrment  to  a  great  number  of 
hands,  at  wages  fo  high  *,  that  the  farmers  6nd  it  almoft  im- 
poffible  to  procure  fervants  at  any  expence. 

Stat-. 


*  About  oo  years  ago»  the  wages  of  a  man  ferraot  were  about  4I.  a  year ; 
tiscy  are  aow  about  xoL»  and  frequently  a  good  deal  higher.  The  wages  of 
female  ierranti  have  increafed  in  an  equal  proportion.  At  that  period,  day  la- 
iwnrers  received  8d.  or  rod.  a  day.  They  can  feldom  be  got  now  under  zs.  6d. 
A«  the  prices  of  grain,  and  the  other  produdions  of  the  country,  have  rifen 
very  little,  the  natural  eonfequence  is,  that  all  the  lands  are  thrown  into  pa* 
|kurr,  in  which  fiate  they  require  feirer  hacds»  and  can  be  managed  at  1^  ^ 
%Tp?ncc, 
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PopoUtioo  u  returned  to  Dr.  Webfter,  in  X755» 
Ditto,  ia  April  X79»,       r        *       ~        " 


pe«^ 


•7«9 

x6o7 


KuDiber  fi  fiunilirf  in  the  vil-  ] 

lage,       ...      40 

•  inhabitants  in  ditto,   2x5 

-  refidtng  hcriton,        10 

-  non-refidcnt  ditto,       AO 
» ciefvynicn,  *  \ 

-  daflentert,  about    «-   400 

-  mcmbenof  theeftft* 
biiflied  church,  -  XS07 


Kwnber  of  .weafoi. 


-tailors 
-fhoemakers 
-  wrightt, 
-inn-fctepen. 


-      «f 

I, 

11 


-iaK  ditto. 


Annwi  Averap  of  Births  and  Marriages  *  inibe  Par^  of 
Drymen^ 


yrom  Zft  January  1743,  to  zft  January  1753, 

From  ditto  1753,  to  ditto  z  763, 

Ffqm  ^itto  1 763,  to  ditto  1773,        -        » 

7rom  ditto  1773,  to  ditto  1783, 

f  run  ditto  2783,  to  ditto  1792^ 


Births. 

Mar. 

46 

»5 

49 

x( 

5» 

x% 

30 

x« 

3* 

«i? 

1 

Heriivrs 


*  The  mhm^rtt&Tffiilfy  emtrsSidJhm  tft  fmrMd  nnrdt  i  Ui  m  lAty  ^»r  u 
ham  Stem,  Itifi  wA   wrj  UhU  atUidim^  durug  a  tmsfideraUt  part  y  tfe  /mb< 


Heritots  amd  Rmt. — ^There  arc  40  heritors  in  the  pariflb, 
dE  whom  about  one  half  refide.  The  Duke  of  Mbntrofe, 
and  Mr.  Graham  of  Gartmore^  are  the  principal  pvoprietorBV 
'Xhe  valued  rent  in  die  ce&  bo6ks  is  50691.  zoa.  Scotch. 

C&tcrrib— The  'chuteh  is  fituated-  nesar  the  &•  W.  extre* 
niitj  of  the  pariih,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  rivet  £n«>' 
rfck.  It  was  built  about  20  jeara-  ago,  and  is  a  verj 
commodious  and  fubftantial  edifice*  There  are  two>  othev 
places  of  woribip  in  the  parifli,  each  about  6  miles  diftant, 
where  the  clergyman  officiates  twice  a  jear.  The  prefent 
incumbent  was  fetded*  in  Februarjr  179a. 

Poor. — Thtte  are  ^  poor  upon  the  roll  at  prefent^ 
tn%nj  of  whom  are  altogether  incapable  of  doing  any 
thing  for  their  own  fupport.  The  public  lunds-  are  enw 
tirely  inadequate  to  their  maintenance,  feldom  exceeding. 
2^1.  per  annum.  As  no  afleflment  for  their  relief  ha^ 
been  laid  upon  the  heritors,  they  mull  depend,  in  a  great 
mcafure,  upon  private  benefaftions  ;  and,  in  this  refpeft,  the 
truly  neceifitous  are  much  injured  by  the  great  number  of 
vagrant  beggars,  who,  through  fome  egregious  defefi  in  our 
police,  are  permitted  to  infeft  the  country,  without  any  re« 
ftraint  or  interruption. 

Di/io/es  and  Longevity. -^^th^  climate,  though  moift,  is 
by  no  means  unhefilthy.  The  mod  common  difeafes,  are 
nervous  fevers,  and  complaints  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels. 
There  are  few  remarkable  inftances  of  longevity  in  this 
pariib.  The  oldeft  perfoos  now  living,^  have  only  com- 
pleted their  87th  year.  In  one  family,  there  are  four  per-* 
fons  at  prefent  alive,  whofe  ages,  taken  together,  make  314 

ytars^ 

j  Eminent 
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Emiliiti  Min^^Tbu  pirifli  is  ikid  to  have  been  tht  Infth 
placet  and  at  timet  the  lefidcnce  of  die  faaioiis  NAfnai  of 
MsftCBiaTOii,  die  edebrated  inrentor  of  the  Logarithms. 

jiuiftdtM. — ^The  only  mark  of  aotiqaity,  now  to  be 
difeeraedf  it  a  krge  earthes  movad,  at  a  place  called 
Ca^UUf  near  vhich,  it  is  faidi  the  veftiget  of  a  Kooaaa 
Gamp  were  loimerly  to  be  (eeoi  though  iki#  fto  ttacea  oC 
it  ate  to  bt  feoDd. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER     XXXV. 

PARISH    OF    EDENKEILLIE. 

(JPreJbytery  of  Forres-^ynod  and  County  of  Moray.) 


By  the  Rtv.  Mr.  John  Macdokkel,  lately  Minififr  of  that 
Parijb^  now  Minijier  pf  FoRRXS. 


Origin  of  the  Narne^ 


THE  name  of  the  parUb  is  clearly  of  Gaelic  origin; 
Aodiucoillie  fignifjing  the  face  rf  the  wood*  It  is  def- 
criptive  of  the  nature  of  the  parifh,  which  contained  two 
royal  forefts,  T^ernway^  or  Darnway^  and  Drummine,  In 
the  puUic  reeords  there  is  preferved  a  charter|  bj  King  David 
Brace,  granting  to  Richard  Com TN£/a  predeceflbr  of  Gumming 
of  Altyre,  an  heritor  in  this  parifh^  the  office  of  forefter  of  the 
king's  foreft  of  Trmwoy,  in  the  earldom  of  Moray.  And  there 
16  an  after  grant,  in  1478,  to  Thomas  Cummtke  of  Alter,  of 
the  oiBoe  of  forefter  of  the  foreft  of  Drummyne*  The  remaiils 
of  natural  wood,  and  the  great  quantities  of  oak  and  fir^  found 
in  the  moiles.  of  this  pariib,  proire  that  the  whole  face  of  the 
country  was  formerly  covered  with  wood.  The  names  of 
many  of  the  places  in  the  parifh,  fliew,  what  indeed  might 
naturally  be  fuppofcd,  that  it  once  abounded  with  deer.  Urum* 
VoIm  ViH.  4  A  mynif 
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mym  fignifi^s  vemfon  bill ;  Bogan/beigh  and  Aucbimdair^  the 
places  frequented  b^  deer  in  the  rutting  feafon^  &c. 

Extent,  EreRion^  Surface^  %ic. — This  pariih  is  very  extet]. 
five,  beingy  from  N.  to  S  ,  about  ii  miles  \  and,  frofn  £.  to 
W.,  about  lo.'  It  is  fometimes  called  Braemoray ;  and  it  was 
anciently  a  viparage  to  Fprres,  the  feat  of  the  Archdeacon  of 
Moray,  and  comprehended  Ardclach,  which  was  not  ereded 
into  a  feparate  partfli  till  the  year  1638.  The  face  of  the 
country  is  in  general  hilly,  but  not  mountainous:  The  higbeft 
hill  in  it,  is  called  tbt  Knock  of  Braemoray.  The  height  ci 
this  hill,  which  is  not  confiderable,  has  not  been  afcertaiced 
by  meafuremenr.  Upon  the  banks  of  the  rivers  Findhom  and 
Pivie,  there  are  fome  of  the  mod  romantic  rural  fcenes,  which 
woodt  water,  rocks,  and  variety  of  ground  can  produce. 

Proprietors  and  Rent. — There  arc  5  proprietors  ;  of  whom 
only  I  refides  conftantlj  in  the  parifli,  and  another  occafionally. 
The  valued  rent  of  the  pari(h  is  19451-  Ss.  Bcotch  :  The  real 
rent  cannot  be  dated  with  any  degree  of  accuracy. 

« 
Rivers  and  Zai#.— -The  Findhom,  already  mentioned,  is  the 
principal  river  in  this  pariih.  It  takes  its  rife  in  the  hills, 
betwixt  thofe  didrids  of  Invernefs-fliire  called  Strather-rig  and 
Strathearn)  above  50  miles  from  the  fca ;  after  traverfing, 
with  amazing  rapidity,  a  trad  of  mountainous  country,  in  a 
courfe  nearly  from  S.  W.  to  N,  E.,  it  di&harges  itfelf  into 
the  Moray  Frith,  about  4  miles  below  Forres.  Over  this 
dangerous  river,  from  its  fource  to  the  fea,  there  are  only  at 
prefent  a  bridges  * ;  one  upon  the  military  road,  from  Avie- 

moxt 

*  Kear  to  Relogai,  tbe  river  Findhorn  runs  between  two  roclu,  which  are  ody 
7  feet  difta^t  from  each  other*    A  pl^  »  here  fismtd  otct  it,  which  fienres  kr 

a  briid^y 
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more  to  Invernefs  ;  and  another  at  Dulfie,  upon  the  military 
road  froni  Uranton  to  Fort-George.  This  river  crofles  the 
great  poll  road  to  Nairn  and  Inverdefs,  &c.  And  although 
it  often  detains  the  mail  for  many  hoars,  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  lofs  of  many  lives  every  year,  no  aid  has  yet  been 
procured  from  Government  to  build  a  bridge  over  it*.  Th« 
other  river,  called  Hivity  or  Black  Water^  falls  into  the 
findhorn,  and  is  perhaps  one  of  the  mod  rapid  rivers  in 
Scotland,  rifing  often  very  fuddenly  to  a  great  height.  The 
principal  branch  of  it  rifes  among  the  hills  which  lie  betwixt 
this  pari(h  and  Strathfpey.  The  other  branch  flows  from  a 
pretty  confiderable  lake,  in  the  S.  W.  corner  of  the  parifli, 
called  Lochindorb.  This  branch  is  called  Dorbaci^  till  it  joins 
the  Divie,  about  a  mile  below  the  church. 

Roads  and  Bridges,^~Tht  road,  from  Forres  to  Granton* 
erodes  the  Divie  by  a  done  bridge.  The  fame  road  crofles 
the  Dorback  twice,  and  at  both  places  there  are  done  bridges. 
In  the  year  1783,  another  bridge  was  built  over  the  Divie, 
near  its  junction  with  the  Findhorn.  The  arch  is  6a  feet 
vide,  fpringing  from  the  rocks  on  each  fide.  The  expence, 
about  aaol.  Sterling,  was  defrayed  by  a  grant  of  lool.  from 

4  A  2  the 

a  bridge,  and  affords  accefii  from  a  c«nfiderible  part  of  the  pariib,  lying  on  the 
"weft  fideof  the  river,  to  the  church.  Owing  to  the  river  being  confined  To  much  at 
this  auTow  pafs  betwijK  the  rocks,  it  rifes,  in  floods,  to  a  prodigious  height,  fomS- 
cimes  mote  than  30  feet  above  iu  ordinary  channel*  * 

*  MiTs  Baooic  of  Lbtbkii,  having  procured  fome  aid  from  the  county 
foods,  and  fubfcnptions  from  her  neighbours,  engaged  in  building  a  bridge 
oTcr  this  rapid  river,  about  a  mile  below  the  houTe  of  Coulmony.  An  agree- 
ment with  workmen  was  entered  into,  to  execute  thisufcful  undertaking  ;  and, 
in  a  ihort  time,  a  mod  elegant  arch,  j%  feet  wide,  was  thrown  over  the  river. 
Beit,  tfarouj^  lome  unlucky  defed  in  the  work,  within  U&  than  a  month  after 
at  waa  paflaUe,  thii  ofeful  bridge  gn^e  way,  and,  in  one  night,  fell  into  the 
river. 
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in  the  prefent  Earl's  pofleffion.  Whence  the  great  difference 
in  modem  times  can  arife,  it  is  not  eafjr  to  explain;  unlefs  from 
the  fuperior  (kill  and  induftry  of  the  fiihermen  nearer  the  fea, 
which  prevents  fo  'great  a  number  now  getting  up  the  river. 
Above  the  Sluie  Pool,  the  channel  of  the  river  is  fo  rocky, 
that  boats  and  draught  nets  cannot  be  ufed ;  and  the  fifliers  are 
obliged  to  ufe  hang  nets,  and  other  devices  of  that  kind* 
Among  the  rocks,  long  iron  hooks,  here  called  clips^  are  ufed 
for  catching  the  fiih.  So  confiderable  is  the  number  caught 
bj  thefe  devices,  and  by  the  rod,  that  the  price  of  falmon, 
daring  fummer,  is  fometimes  fo  low  as  three  halfpence  per 
pound,  and  feldom  above  twopence. — Salmon  are  alfo  fome« 
times  caught  in  the  Divie ;  and  both  rivers  afford  excellent 
fea  trouts  and  finnocks,  and  a  variety  of  other  trouts  of  infe« 
rior  quality. 

Woods  and  Plantations .^^T)!^  natural  woods  in  this  pariih 
are  very  extenfive.  The  banks  of  the  river  are  in  general 
covered  with  trees.  Along  the  weft  bank  of  the  Findhoro, 
the  ancient  foreft  of  Damway,  or  Ternway,  already  mention- 
ed, ftretches,  for  upwards  of  5  miles,  covering  about  900  acres 
of  ground,  and  confining  of  oaks,  aibes,  elms,  birches,  allers, 
hollies,  mountain  afhes,  and  a  few  venerable  Scotch  firs ;  with 
beeches,  geen  trees,  poplars,  and  almoft  every  kind  of  tree 
produced  in  Scotland.  Among  thefe  the  weeping  birch  makes 
a  diftinguiihed  figure  ;*  many  of  them  being  fo  large  as  9  feet 
in  girth.  Some  of  the  oaks,  at  the  fide  of  the  Findhorn,  are 
upwards  of  10  feet  in  girth,  at  3  feet  from  the  ground.  They 
are  frefli  vigorous  trees,  without  the  fmalleft  appearance  of 
decay.  Farther  up  the  river,  is  the  wood  of  Dunduff,  which 
is  of  confiderable  extent,  and  likewife  the  property  of  Lord 
Moray.  And  there  is  alfo  a  good  deal  of  natural  wood  upon 
the  eftates  of  the  other  proprietors.    But  the  plantations  in 
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this  panfli«  ars  fiill  more  extenfive  than  the  natural  woods* 
About  the  year  1767,  the  prefent  Earl  of  Moray  began  to 
fill  up  the  ^racancies  iii  the  old  foreft  of  Dam  way,  and  has  £occ 
gone  on  every  year»  extending  his  plantations  all  aroand  bis 
ancient  Caille  of  Damway,  and  near  to  Caftle-Stewart,  in  the 
parilh  of  Petty,  The  quantity  of  ground  planted  by  his  LorJ- 
ikip,  including  the  ancient  foreftt  is  confiderably  above  3,400 
acres.  Part  indeed  lies  in  the  neighbouring  pariQi  of  Djke, 
and  part  in  the  parifhof  Petty,  in  Invernefs*Aiiie,  but  by  much 
the  gre  .ted  part  in  this  parilh.  The  nurferies  from  which 
thefc  plantations  have  been  made,  except  a  little  at  the  begin- 
ning, have  been  all  raifed  at  Damway.  Scotch  firs,  planted 
out  at  two  years  old,  from  the  feed-bed,  are  ufed  as  narfes ; 
and  as  foon  as  they  are  fit  to  afford  flielter,  the  more  valuable 
kinds  of  foreft  trees,  principally  oaks,  are  planted  amongft 
them.  Thefe  oaks,  at  two  years  old,  are  planted  from  the 
feed-bed  into  the  nurfery,  where  they  remain  three  years;  and 
then,  as  above  mentioned,  are  planted  among  the  firs.  Wbea 
the  oaks,  and  other  deciduous  trees,  are  fufficiently  advanced, 
the  whole  or  the  Scotch  firs  are  to  be  cleared  away  ;  and  fose 
of  the  earlier  plantations  are  fo  well  grown,  as  to  admit  of  the 
firs  being  completely  cut  out.  Others  of  them  are  only  clear- 
ed of  the  firs  in  part ;  and  this  operation  of  clearing  goes  oa 
gradually  and  regularly.  The  Noble  Planter  has  already  the 
fatisfaAion  of  beholding  his  public*fpirited  plan  fully  anfwer- 
ing  his  moft  fanguinc  expedations ;  to  which  he  is  well  enti- 
tled, as  every  part  of  the  plan,  which,  is  extremely  fimple, 
has  been  carefully  and  accurately  executed ;  and  proper  atten- 
tion paid  to  the  prefervation  of  the  pl;intations,  which  are  all 
in  the  moil  flourifhing  condition,  and  already  greatly  beantify 
the  face  of  the  country.  Having  obtained  an  accurate  accouQt 
of  the  number  of  trees  planted  by  the  Earl  of  Moray,  ficct 
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the  year  1767,  the  public  will,  doubtlefs,  be  much  gratified 
ivitb  a  copy  of  it,  which  is  here  fubjoined. 


Oaks  planted  between  NoTember  X767,  and  aitnmn  X79T,         •  596,oo« 
Afii,  beech,  ebn,  fycamore,  Spanifli  chefnut,  fpruce  firs,'  and 

]ariz,  during  the  fame  period,        -        j        .        »        .        •  3o8>oo« 

Scotch  fa%^  between  NoTember  x 767,  and  autiinm  X787,      -      -  9»687,(  09 

Total,       -       -10,^91,000 

It  will  ftill  require  many  years,  before  thefe  very  extenfive 
plantations  can  be  filled  up  with  oaks  ;  bat  there  is  at  prefent» 
in  the  nurferies,  a  very  large  Itock  of  young  plants  coming 
forward.  ^  The  other  proprietors  })ave  not  been  deficient  in 
carrying  on  this  improvement.  On  the  eftate  of  Logic,  there 
are  confiderable  plantations  of  Scotch  firs,  and  a  confiderable 
number  of  aihes,  planted  by  the  prcfent  proprietor's  father^ 
£bme  of  them  near  100  feet  io  height.  One  of  thefe  aihes 
was  lately  fold  at  5].  13$.,  at  the  rate  of  zs.  6d.  per  foot; 
a  firong  proof  of  the  proiit  of  planting.  And  on  the  eftate  of 
Relugas,  about  loo  acres  have  been  planted,  upon  a  plan  fimi- 
lar  to  Lord  Moray's,  and  upwards  of  60,000  oaks  planted  out* 
Upon  the  eftate  of  Dunphail,  there  are  fome  old  fir  plantations^ 
which  have  been  cutting  down,  and  felling  for  the  ufe  of  the 
country,  for  feveral  years  paft. 

Climate^  (^^ .-^The  air  and  climate  of  Moray,  from  the  moil 
diftant  times,  have  been  celebrated,  as  of  the  pureft  and  moft 
falubrious  quality,  by  all  the  writers  who  have  defcribed  that 
country ;  and  it  has  been  a  common  laying,  that  it  enjoyed 
40  days  more  of  fair  weather,  than  moft  other  places  in  Scot- 
land. In  WhitelocJ^'s  Memorials,  a  book  of  great  authority, 
there  is  a  curious  teftimony  in  favour  of  the  country,  in 
Oliver  Cromwell^  time :  He  fays,  "  Adfield's  regiment  was 
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**  marched  into  Miirrajland^  which  Is  the  moftfivitfiilcoiuitiy 
**  in  Scotland,  and  the  common  proverb  is,  that  it  hath  fifteea 
**  days  more  of  fammer  than  anj  other  part  of  the  nation.*** 
It  is  unneceiTary  to  mention  the  prailes  given  to  it  bj  Bo- 
chanan  and  others*  The  fuperior  degree  of  dxynefs,  perhaps 
•ppliea  more  to  the  level  plains  of  Moraj,  along  the  ilea  iide, 
than  to  this  parifli,  where  more  rain  ftJls  than,  in  the  lower 
parts  of  the  country.  But  no  place  can  enjoy  a  healther  air 
than  this  parilh  does,  being  hardly  ever  troubled  with  fogs, 
or  pcmicioiis  exhalations  ;  and  the  rivers,  (b  bx  Crom  being 
hartfal,  rather  tend  to  purify  the  air,  by  the  rapidity  oi  their 
oourfe.  There  are  no  diCeafes  peculiar  to  this  part  of  the 
oouDtry* 

¥rmt^  Orchard^  i^r. — In  the  valley  of  Logie,  which  is  the 
wanneft  part  of  the  parifli,  ftandard  and  wall  fruit  trees  grow 
welL  Mr-CuMMlXG  of  LociB,  befides  an  excellent  gankn, 
a  good  many  years  ago  planted  4  Scotch  acres  of  ground  with 
fruit  trees.  This  beautiful  orchard  is  dofe  to  Ae  Fiodhonit 
expofed  to  the  fouth;  but  on  all  other  fides  well  iheltavd  by 
higher  grounds,  and  tall  fbreft  trees.  In  favourable  feafeos, 
it  already  richly  repays  the  expencc  of  plaattng  and  inclofiiig. 

5of/,  Cultivation  mnd  ProdMce^^^Tht  foU  of  the  lower  part 
of  the  pariih,  near  the  rivers,  is  of  a  light  dry  quality,  rather 
tending  to  (andy  ;  but,  when  properly  managed,  very  fertile 
and  pvodu£Hve.  A  very  great  proportum  of  the  panlh  coo- 
fifis  of  muir  and  mob ;  great  part  of  which  might  be  impror- 
ed,  if  lime,  of  which  there  is  none  in  this  pariih,  could  be  pro- 
eured.  For  though  there  is  ibme  in  the  parifii  of  Forres,  it  h 
too  expenfive  an  article  for  common  tenabts  to  purchafe,  aad. 

hitherto 

*  i»on4  Edit  Anoo  X73a,  p*  517. 
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liitherto  (las  n6t  b^en  ibmiihed  in  any  fufficieot  qua^itj, 
Tht  only  kindsof  grain  raifed ia  this  parifh,  arebarlej,  Scotch 
bear^  oats,  and  fome  rye;  Every  trnant  plants  a  few  potatoes 
for  family  ufe  ;  but  no  great  quantity  is  raifed.  In  Ae  upper 
parts  of  the  parifh,  they  prefer  lowing  the  black  or  grey  oats  ; 
a  fpecies  xnticli  inferior  to  the  white ;  but  the  black  arc 
thought  more  produftive  of  draw  for  fodder^  an  article  much 
-wanted,  as  a  confiderable  number  of  catfte  afebrcd  in  the  pa- 
xifli.  Farming  is  in  a  very  wretched  ftate  itf  thjs  part  of  the 
country.  They  give  all  their  dung  to  their  bear  crop  ;  after 
^which  they  fake  repeated  crops  of  oats,  fometimes  4  or  5  fuc- 
cefijvely,  till  the  land  hardly  returns  the  feed  ;  and  then  it  is 
left  ley  for  fome  years.  Although  the  great  benefit  of  green 
crops,  alid  a  pt'oper  rotatign^  has  been  ibewh  by  fome  of  the 
gentlemen,  the  example  has  not  hitherto  had  any  effed  to  v^^ 
prove  the  pradice  of  the  common  fmrmers. 

^hcl  CctttU^  tiarfes  and  Sheep.-^  confideraHe  ntimbcr  of 
1]flack  cattle  are  reared  in  tfars  parifb,  fome  what  larger  in  fize 
than  the  Highland  kind  $  and  many  of  them  are  ufcd  in  the 
plough.  The  horfes  are  fitiall,  and  of  a  very  indifferent  qua- 
1ity#  Moft  of  the  tenants  keep  a  few  fiieep;  but  the  manage* 
ment  of  that  animal  js  not  well  undeHlood  here.  They  had 
no  other  kitid,  tiH  of  late^  but  the  ancient  breed  of  the  coun- 
try, with  white  faces,  affording  "fine  wool,  and  moft  excellent 
mutton.  The  heft  of  the  wool  of  this  fpecies,  fells  for  t8s« 
per  ftone  j  and,  though  generally  a  fmall  animal,  from  poor 
feedingi  it  may,  when  bettef  kept,  be  brought  to  the  fize  ai 
1 31b.  or  X4lb,  per  quarter.  This  part  of  the  country,  abound-* 
ing  in  woods  and  rocks,  affords  tod  much  harbour  for  foxes  ; 
it  is  therefore  neceffary  to  houfe  the  iheep  at  night  in  cotts, 
which  makes  the  cooftitution  of  the  animal  rather  delicate,  and 
has  been  the  reafon  of  introducing  the  black  faced  Tweeddale 

VsuVlll.  4B  breed  J 
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brtdi  I  irbkbt  tlhough  ratller  hmrdier,  is  mnah  inleriory  boA 
as  to  Wool  and  munoiu  It  vnll  he  a  grmt  lofs  to  the  cmmtrjt 
SW  otm  AWca»T  »ftES9  saoold  wear  ovt,  0/  wUch  there  ir 
grtai  danger* 

PofttlatiOM.^^Thc  Kgifter  of  births,  msrciages,  and  deathsv 
kaviag  been  irregularly  kept,  prcTioiis  to  the  fettlemeat  of 
the  writer,  which  was  only  in  179X9  he  can  lay  Utdc  npoa 
the  population  of  tfie  parilh.  The  number  of  fools,  in  the 
retnm  to  Br.  Wtbfter  in  1755,  was  1443  ;  it  is  now  1800: 
fo  that  the  iacreafe  is  357  ;  and  the  population  appears  to  be 
ftill  upon  the  increafe,  as  «  good  deal  of  the  wallelaod^  in  the 
remoter  parts  of  the  parilh,  has  lately  been  brought  into  cnl* 
ture,  by  families  fettling  in  thefe  wilder  parts  of  it— Many  of 
the  people  live  to  a  great  age.  Theie  are  two  women,  now 
alivo^  whole  ages  amount  to  i8o* 

Orrtf/oliojfcr^— The  chief  employment  of  the  inhabitants  is 
agriculture.  The  fisrms  are  very  finally  from  3^  to  toL,  and 
a  very  few  go  the  length  of  20I.  a  year,  which  fully  aocounu 
ibr  the  low  (late  of  farming.— There  is  little  induftry  among 
the  men,  except  in  the  poor  employment  of  preparing;  and 
carrying  peau  to  the  town  of  Forres,  at  the  diffance  of  to 
or  1 2  miles  from  the  moilesi  of  which  there  is  an  inozhaufti- 
ble  quantity  among  the  bilk.  The  women  are  diligent  fpiiiP 
ners  ;  a  branch  of  manufafture,  introduced  into  this  [nrilh,  by 
the  late  Dr.  Patrick  Cumino  of  Kelugas^  who  obtained  a 
comber  of  wheels  and  reels  from  the  Society  for  Propagating 
.Chriftiaa  Knowledge,  and  a  ialary  to  a  fchoolmiftrels.  But 
there  is  ftUl  much  room  for  improvement  in  this  branch.— 
The  people,  in  tlits  part  of  the  country,  have  fucfa  freqnent  in- 
teiTourfe  with  the  town  of  Forresi  that  thpj  buy  Ae  grcateft 

part 
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;yart  pf  tbeir  neceffaries  at  the  markets  there  if*.  This  like* 
-wife  gives  them  an  opportunity  to  get  their  own  manufadurea 
difpofed  of,  which  are  hut  verj  few.  There  ar^  a  fu^cienC 
namber  of  vi^eavers  and  tailors,  for  manufaftarix^g  the  ftufTs 
vom  bj  the  inhabitants.  There  are  a  ihoefoakcf  s,  4  poppers, 
and  ^o  riddlemakers  ;  and  almoft  every  man  in  the  pacilh  is 
a  cartwright.  They  make  their  carts  ofaller  and  birch  tim- 
1>er,  and  fapply  the^Elgin  and  Forres  markets.  Theprice  of 
IheQ),  in  general,  is  from  6s.  ^  a^s. 

IHfiiUiriis.'^Thett  ase  no  lefs  than  4  diftilleites  for  |nak- 
^g  whilky  in  this  .pariih,  .which  confume  a  great  c^aandty  of 
larley ;  and,  what  is  aftonifliing,  they  fell  thefe  fpirits  as  fait 
as  they  can  xun  them.!  The  inhabitants  of  this.pari(h  are, 
Jiowever^  in  general,  fiober.  ^Their  whiiky  chejr  (is^d  jap  to 
Strathfpey  and  Badenoch.  To  account  for  the  cpnft^uit  de« 
xnand  for  whiiky  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  we  m\ift  r^e£^ 
that,  of  late  years,  a  total  ftop  has  been  put  to  fmuggling,  by 
the  groat  attention  of  the  revenue  officers,  in  the  weft  and 
north  coafts  of  Scotland,  Which  formerly  fupplied  the  whole 
country  with  foreign  fpirits.  It  muft,  however,  be  allowed^ 
that  there  is  more  of  this  liquor  ufed  by  the  common  people^ 
than  is  good  {or  their  health  or  morals. 

Cburcbf  ^^---The  church  is  fituated  9pon  d)e  banks  of 
fbe  Divie,  abo^t  8t  miles  fouth  of  Forres,    |t  wm  Wilt  >& 
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t  The  prieet  of  provifioni  are  much  regulated  hy  the  aciglihoariog  towa  of 
Form.  Heos  are  fold  for  6d. «  piece,  chichcii»  3d.,  dackt  ^d.,  gede  St.;  cgg% 
l^er  doses,  ifd.;  fwcptmilk,  per  piat,  zd.;  ftumaed  ditto  ^;  butter,  per 
pqund,  8d.  I  and  cheeff ,  per  ftone,  41. :  get  farm  icrvaatt,  from  il.  ica*  to  aL 
in  the  half  year ,  ndth  6f  boUt  of  meal  ip  the  year,  or  vidvalt  ia  the  honfe; 
laromca  fenranta  from  iji.  to  il.  in  the  half  year,  with  viduajt,  or  3  ftoBe$  of 
»0iea|:  day  lahoaren  yd.  or  |M.  la  fummer,  aod  6d.  ia  iriaier. 
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1741,  and,  with  fome  reptirs,  might  he  made  a  verycomiBOr 
dioaa  place  of  worfaip.  The  maDfe,  which  is  of  an  older 
date,  is  not  in  good  condition.  The  ftipend  is  4xL  as.  afH^ 
Sterling,  and  three  chakler$  of  viftual,  half  bear  half  mcaJ, 
with  a  glebe  of  ei^ht  acres,  and  a  good  garden.  The  Earl  of 
Moraj  is  undoubted  patron. 

'  Schools  and  Pdon^^Tlitre  ^is  an  eftablifhed  fchool  io  this 
parifh,  the  falary  onlj  160  merks  Scotch.  The  number  of 
fchoiars  is  about  30.  Reading  EngIiQi|  writing  and'aritb- 
metic  are  the  branches  of  education  commonlj  l^ught.  There 
is  at  prefent  only  x  fchool  in  this  parifliy  fupported  by  the 
Society  for  Propagating  Chriftian  I^nowledge,  though  there 
is  a  claim /or  ttru^  in  confequence  of  a. donation  by  Dr.  Jit^ 
CAN  CuMiv^  fon  of  James  Cuming*  Efq.  of  Relngas*.  This 
fchool,  however,  is  of  great  utility,  bebg  fituated  in  a  part  of 
the  parity  altogether  detached  from  the  church  and  the  pariih 
fchool. — ^The  poor's  funds  are  v^rj  finall,  not  exceeding  jl. 
Sterling  annuallyi  arifing  foiely  from  0ie  coUe&ions  at  the 
church  ;  but  the  deficiency  is  made  up  by  the  charitable  dif« 
pofition  of  the  inhabitants,  who  nerer  refofe  to  affift  thofe  in 
diftrefs. 

Antiquities. '^n  the  upper  part  of  the  parifli,  among  the 
hills,  between  Strathfpey  and  Braemoray,  flood  th^Cqfileo/ 
L%chindorht  built  on  an  ifland,  fituated  in  the  middle  of  a  lake 
of  the  fame  name.  It  appears  to  have  been  a  very  confider- 
able  place,  and  a  foitrefs  of  great  ftrength.  Catharine  dt 
Beaumont^  widow^f  David  de  Hafiings^  Earl  of  AthoU,  who 

was 

«  This  gentlem^ui  was  phyfici&ji  to  Kiog  WilHain  HT.  «t  the  battle  of  the 
^^jl^  in  1690,  and  afcrrwards  fettled  as  a  phyfician  io  Dublin.     In  1714,  he 
^imXi  ttvs  fum  of  261].  138.  fd.  Sterling  to  the  Society,  with  a  rccommendatios. 
'  th;i:  they  thoultl  keep  always  3  fchools  in  this  pariib. 
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w«#  killed  at  the  battle  of  Kilblaine,  anno  1335,  refided  m 
tfaiscaftle,  which  was  blockaded  b;  Sir  Andrew  Moraj^  the 
regent  during  King  David  Brua^j  captivity.  In  the  follow* 
yog  year,  Edward  III.  of  England  led  his  army  northward* 
the  length  of  Inve^nefs,  and,  oa  his  way  thither,  raifed  the 
fiege  of  this  caiUe.  It  feems  afterwards  to  have  been  convert** 
ed  into  a  ftate  prifon  ;  for,  in  the  year  1342,  tlie  fanooua 
IViUiam  Bullock^  who  was  a  great  favourite  of  King  David 
^ruce'j  was  impriibned  there,  and  died  through  extremity  of 
cold  and  hunger  f  •  The  remains  of  this  caille  cover  a  fpace 
of  ground,  not  lefs  than  100  fquare  yards. 

The  Downe  Ifill  of  Relugas  feems  to  have  been  a  fortrefs 
of  ftill  greater  antiquity,  and  ufed  as  fuch  far  beyond  the 
period  of  authentic  hiflory.  It  appears  to  have  been  a  place 
of  ftrength,  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  retired, 
with  their  cattle,  upon  the  invafion  of  the  Danes,  to  which 
this  country  of  Moray  was  fo  frequently  expofpd.  It  is  a 
conical  hill,  round  a  confiderable  part  of  which  runs  the  aapid 
fiver  of  Divie^.  in  a  deep  rocky  channel ;  and,  where  net  do. 
fended  by  the  river,  it  is  encircled  by  a  deep  fofiee,  or  ditch, 
with  a  ftrong  rampart  on  the  outfide,  moftly  compofed  of 
jlones,  feme  of  which  have  the  appearance  of  vitrification  X* 

About  a  mile  higher  up  the  fame  river,' (lands  the  Cajl^ 
1^  Dunphail^  upon  a  rock  of  a  very  fiogular  appearance,  fur. 

rounded 

t  y»d*  Loid  Hailes't  Annalt,  vol.  IL  p.  189,  X9e,ai]d  009. 

4  Upon  the  fotninit  of  thii  hill,  which  is  aao  feet  of  perpesdicular  height 
above  the  river,  there  is  a  level  fpace,  in  the  form  of  an  oblofig  fquaisc,  about 
4S0  yards  in  length,  and  ao  in  breadth.  This  level  piece  of  ground  hai  been 
converted  into  a  nurfery  for  trees.  In  digging  the  ground,  a  quantity  of  human 
bones,  aibet  and  chareoal  were  found.  When  the  country  was  covered  with 
-wood,  th's  placc»  from  its  difficulty  ui  accefs,  and  the  ileepneis  of  the  hill  itfeif, 
soft  have  been  of  great  fireBgth>  and  cafily  d  fendcfl  by  a  hacdful  of  men  agai;:(: 
ffreat  nnrobcrs. 
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rounded  by  a  deep  guUy^  or  narrow  glen,  formed  probaUy  hf 
the  riTer,  which,  nt  a  veiy  remote  period,  feems  to  have  rua 
in  this  channeL  The  rock  is  of  a  confiderable  fizc,  wttii  a 
level  area  ik'pon  the  fummit  of  it,  fimilar  to  the  DownhiU,  of 
good  foil,  covered  widi  gi»&,  and  fevcnd  trees  gromng  upoa 
It.  The  fides  are  fo  deep,  that  it  is  altogether  inacceffibk, 
except  upon  that  next  the  river,  where  thrre  is  a  nanftw  road 
leading  up  to  the  c^e.  It  foraerlj  belonged  to  a  &milj  of 
the  name  of  Dunbar^  it  is  now  the  proper^  of  Mr  Guaoming 
ofAltyre^, 

CharaSiT  of  tbe  People^^The  inhabitants  aie  dl  of  the 
cftabltihed  religion,  there  being  no  feftaries*  In  the  lower 
part  of  the  pariih,  the  Scotch  dialed  of  the  Engliih  language 
is  only  fpoken ;  bat,  in  the  upper  part,  the  Gaelic  is  ftttt 
much'  in  ufe.  About  50  years  ago,  ^  minifter  preached 
^  the  one  half  of  the  day  in  fingliSi,  and  the  other  half  in 
Gaelic*  The  people  are  rather  gloomy  in  their  ideas  as  to  re- 
ligion ;  but  they  are  of  a  peaceable  difpofition,  fober  ^and 
honeft  in  their  dealings,  and  vcrj  ready  to  extend  their  cha- 
jllity  to  the  poor, 

•The  very  (ingu]ar^r»4tf^  JlmtkB  ihoold  aUb  here  be  ta):en  lyscke  ct 
It  II  certaialy  of  great  Mtiquity ;  lor  tradition  fays,  that  it  derifod  its  pone 
from  the  illuftriout  Ramoolph,  Earl  of  Moray,  who  was  regoot  of 
fUfx  ihf  death  of  King  Robsat  Bavca. 
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NUMBER    XXXVI. 

IGNITED  PAltlSHES  OF  MONlVAIRI>  AND 
STROWANT. 

(Cdutay  of  Pmb^^tijbytery  qf  AuchUrardir'^noi  rf' 
Pirtb  and  Stirling.) 

By  tli  H^  Mr.  Colih  '&icms.Misuft€r  of  thtfi  tudui 
Pari/biSm 


Origin  of  the  Names^- 

*|^/roviVAUiD  and  SiROWANt  originallj  diftinft  pariihes, 
-^*-^  have  been  united  for  at  leaft  a  century  and  a  half.  The 
nodern  name*  Monivaird^  is  a  corruption  of  the  ancient^  wbick 
waa  Moivaid,  as  appears  bj  a  grant  made  bj  the  Earl  o€ 
Stiatbeme,  in  the  beginning  of  the  13th  century,  of  the  church 
o£  St.  Servanus,  or  Serph  of  A^oivardt  to  the  monaftery  of 
Inchaffexy.  The  ancient  name  is  dill  retained,  in  the  fpeech 
of  a  few  inhabitants  of  the  pariiht  who  ufe  a  corrupted  dialeft 
of  the  original  language  of  Scotland.  The  origin  of  the  name 
oannot  cafily  he-traced.  Its  etjmologj  is  Gaelic;  beiqg  maiia  • 
op  of  two  words,  Moi  Vard^  fignifying  the  Plain  of  Bards. 
StrouHM  is  probably  a  corruplioa  of  St.  Ronan^  the  tutdar 
ftlat  of  Strowan  pariilu 

Situation^ 
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Situation^  Extent^  and  general  Appearance,  Thefe  patlikcs  airf 
ficuated  in  the  upper  part  of  btrathenif  io  Perthflitrc.  Thej  arc  ot 
« triangular  form^nd  of  coniiderable  extent « being  about  8  miie^ 
longi  from  N«  to  S.  and  about  6  miles  broad  from  £•  to  W* 
The  i^ntfttl  appearance,  of  the  cooAtrjr  is  rmnanttc^  The 
brampian  mountains,  on  the  aortb^.  ajc  among  the  bigheft  ia 
the  neighbourhood*  l*he  leiTer  hills^  in  the  bottom,  are  pic- 
tm?ef<|tte  in  their  formsi  having  their  (idea  covered  with  frae 
copfe  wood,  and  their  heads  crowned  with  firs.  The  river  Era 
flows,  in  beautiful  curves,  in  the  bottom  of  the  valley. 

Sail  and  Cukivation^'^^Tht  ioW  u  variouc^  but  the  greater 
part  is  light  and  gravellj.  The  haughs  on  the  banks  of 
the  £m,  which  are  frequent! j  overflown,  produce  rich  crops. 
The  banks  next  the  bottom,  have  long  been  cnltiTated  as 
in£elds ;  that  is,  ground  which  receives  all  the  mature,  pro- 
duced from  the  lands  in  the  tenants  poiTefllon,  It  is  therefore 
very  rich ;  but»  from  conflant  culture  in  white  crops,  is  much 
infelted  with  weeds,  efpeciallj  if  frequent  mild  rains  fucceed 
fowing*  Late  fowing  is  therefore  pra(£lifcd  under  the  <dd  haf^ 
landrj  \  the  inconvenience  of  which  is  the  Icfs  felt,  aa  the  foil 
is  dry,  well  expoCed,  and  well  fheltered,  and  therefore  naturally 
early.  Another  kind  of  foil,  employed  in  tillage,  lies  on  the 
banks  above  the  infields.  'Hiis  ground  is  prepared  for  yield- 
ing three  crops  of  oats,  by  folding  the  cattle  upon  it,  or  bj 
watering  it,  by  means  of  the  rivulets  which  run  from  the 
hills  :  And,  after  being  thus  cropped,  it  is  thrown  into  grafs. 
Thefe  fields,  not  being  Town  with  grafs  feeds,  fuffer  much,  from 
their  iloping  pollure,  before  they  gather  a  fwaird  fufficient  to  pre* 
vent  the  heavy  rains  from  wafliing  away  great  part  of  the 
Gneft  of  the  foil.  They  are  now,  however,  at  leaft  Uk  lame 
parts  of  the  parilh,  allotted  for  the  wi&ter  pafture  of  the  fheep 
that  are  kept  gn  the  biUi  in  funkmen    The  infield  grounds, 

though 
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ihoQgh  neither  limed  nor.  ftiarled  are  uncominonlj  fertile  in 
oatural  grafs,  The  lands,  which  are  limed  or  marled,  belong-. 
iag  tp  Sir  William  Murray  of  Ochtertjre,  are  thrown  into 
regular  rotations  of  cropping  :  And  the  tenants  are  thriviog* 
under  this  fjftem.  But  the  greater  ps^rt  of  the  foil  is  better 
£tted  to  produce  grafs  than  com ;  as  much  of  it  lies  in  fteep 
banks,  abounds  with  ftones,  and  is  liable  to  be  wafhed  away 
by  the  rains  when  in  tillage.  There  ar«  no  commons  in  the 
pariih ;  and  little  muir,  or  wafte  ground,  is  brought  into  till- 
age, except  by  the  above  nentioned  proprietor  and  his  ten* 
nants.  Although  a  great  proportion  of  the  land  is  incapable 
of  being  cultivated,  yet  there  is  en  %igh  of  it  arable,  for  pro- 
ducing -more  than  is  nece^ty  for  the  matntenanee  of  its 
inhabitants* 

Prodmci  and  €limatt,^^'Tht  principal  crops  are  oats  and 
l>arley.  Potatoes  and  peafe  are  the  only  green  crops  raifed  by 
the  tenants.  Turnips  are  only  Xown  by  a  very  few,  chiefly 
proprietors.  The  foil  of  the  pariih  fit  for  culture,  when  well 
treated,  produces  ezcdlent  barley,  which,  all  things  confider*- 
ed,  is  found  to  be  a  mor^  profitable  crop  than  wheat,  whicb 
has  been  very  Iktle  attempted  here.  A  oonliderable  quantity  of 
9int  is  raifed  in  the  piariih ;  particularly  on  the  haugh  grounds, 
which,  from  their  fitoation,  peceive  an  annual  depo&t  of  ricb 
mud  ;  or  on  the  fpots  of  infield,  which  have  been  for  fom^ 
years  in  grafe,  for  the  fecond  crop ;  or  in  old  parks,  of  good 
and  weU-laid*dow9  land,  alfo  for  the  fecond  crop }  and  on  the 
snoft  fertile  of  the  outfields,  which  can  admit  of  bring 
well  watered*  In  (hort,  the  propenfity  to  fowing  lint  here  is 
fo  greatf  from  the  prpfiu  arifing  from  it,  that  the  more  intel- 
ligent proprietors  reftrift  their  tenanu  to  a  certtin  quantity ; 
as  lint  is  a  very  fconrging  crop,  and  leaves  nothing  behind  fq^ 
frecruitlng.  the  foil.^«-^rom  what  has  been  faid  ^f  tbf  parilb, 

Vv-VlII.  4C  wi* 
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ivith  regftri  to  fitaatioo  and  foil,  it  will  appear,  that  it  icc9 
be  h€ftlthj :  And  it  reallj  is  fo  }  ffsr  dying  before  a  natiia 

Rivers  and  Fi/b — Th^  priacipal  river  is  die  £nie  ;  vbtc^ 
trottld  abound  with  falmoa,  if  tbey  were  QOt  prevented  £noa 
)renttig  upv  by  the  cruives  aod  fixed  nets  near  the  mootfa  «' 
the  riyer.  As  the  proprietors  ahore  can  get  few  of  dKm  k 
fammer,  they  take  no  charge  of  them  during  the  fpawoiq 
feafon,  when  great  numbers  df  them  are  deftroyed*  Itx3 
therefofe  probable,  that  the  owners  of  the  croives  would  koL 
more  advantage  in  the  common  ufe  of  nets,  if  the  praprieton 
of  the  upper  grounds  had  an  intereft  in  proteding  the  fidmoa 
daring  the  forbidden  time,  becaufe  the  numbers  would  br 
much  greater  than  what  are  now  allowed  to  be  bred*  Ai^ 
at  is  a  well  known  faft,  that  a  yery  great  proportioa  of  the 
iidmon  bred  in  a  river  return  to  it|  unlefa  prevented  by  ibafi 
accidental  or  artificial  canfe. 

Laki*  and  Echo^-^Thtre  are  feveral  finall  lakes  in  Ae  p^ 
cilh.  The  largeft  of  them,  Lochtorret,  lies  in  Glentnrret,  aa^ 
is  furrounded  by  very  bold  craggy  mountains.  It  is  adwot  a 
mile  long,  and  a  qnsrter  of  a  mile  broad.  There  is  aUb  s 
4flEiall  lake,  in  the  fame  glen,  about  a  mile  north  from  ek 
former,  remarkable  for  the  gaeat  number  of  txonts  vrfaich  sr 
^ollcAed  in  a  fmall  opening  in  the  mxdklle  of  it,  the  only  phee 
'which  is  free  from  weeds*  There  Is  another  lake,  called  the 
Xoeb  ofMcnhairdf  which  covers  about  30  acres,  and  ooniais^ 
pike,  perch  .and  eels.  This  lake,  fitnated  at  the  botiom  of  ' 
jine  hanging  wood,  and  furrounded  by  •cultivated  fields  ss^  \ 
plantations,  is  a  delightful  objoft  to  pafiengers,  and  a  gnsi 
•beauty  to  the  pleafure  grounds  of  Ochtertyre.  It  contains  & 
Tich  ^rtafure  of  ibeU  marie,  which  is  taken  up,  in  mssy    [ 

.pUcOr 
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pl^es;  from  t}ie  depth  of  34  feet ;  and  akboagb  coyered,^  in 
iiome  parts,  wilh  j  or.  6  feet  of  mo&,  or  mud,  which  mu'ft  be 
previouflj  removed  bj  the  dragging  infirumeot,  it  is,  noCwith-r. 
ilanding,  obtained  at  an  expence  of  from  aid*  to  3d.  per  boll. 
It  is  principally  bj  rtleans  cf  this  marie;  that  thtf  propriefqr 
has  cultivated  a  confidetabk  trad  of  wafte  and  unproduftive 
ground,  and  induced  his  tenants  t6  adopt  a  fpirxied  and  regn« 
lar  fjfiem  of  huibandry,-U3n  the  banks  of  the  laft  nien.tioned 
lake,  there  is  a(  fine  repeating  echo,*  produced,  it  is  fuppofed^ 
from  the  v^alls  of  an  old  nrinoufs  cafile;  Which  flands  on  a 
gently  rifing  ground  running  ont  into  the  middle  of  the  lake  i 
and  which  was  a  place  of  ftrength  in  ancient  times,  b^ing^ 
then  furroUnded  with  water»  and  aceei&ble  bnly  ioi  one  placo 
by  a  drawbridge* 

4 
Wooii^AfUl  HiUt:^-^}!  kinds  of  wood*  produced  in  Scodand^ 
thrive  remarkably  weH  in  this  pariih  ;  but  the  oak  fipems  to^ 
be  a  particular  farvourite  of  the  foil.  Befides  the  oak  and 
birch,  of  which  the  copfeWood  d^iefly  confilis,  a  great  varietj^ 
of  other  trees  have  been  planted  of  Iste,  both  ob  the  eflate  of 
Lawers,  the  property  of  Colonel  Robertfon^  and  on  that  o£ 
Ochter^re,  the  property  of  Sir  William  Murray  r  pani6ular« 
ly  on  the  lands  of  th«  latter,  who  has,  for  more  than  20  years,^ 
planted  annually  incredible  numbei's  of  all  foru. — The  higheft 
mountain,  on  tMt  northern  extremity  of  the  pari(b,-  is  Ben^ 
chottzie^  which  figniiies  the  mofTy  mountain,  there  beingi 
about  40  acres,  on  its  fummit,  covered  with  a  fpecies  of  mbfs. 
)ts  elevation,  above  the  leVel  of  the  (et,  is  2922  feet.  Near' 
the  bafe  of  this  mountain,  on  the  eaft,-  is  a  clufter  of  fmall 
conical  hills,  which  flrike  the  eye  of  every  (Iranger  as  a  curi« 
eus  /ttfiu  natara.  Ttirlum^  a  hilt  on  the  fbuthem  extremity 
^f  the  pariih,  is  i»409  feet  above  the  level  of  the  tea.  Thd 
^^  in*  the  pariih  are  in  general  very  rocky,.  tnd.jCovered  vriih 

4  C  a  heatb. 
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hea^.  Tbej  h«?e,  however,  manj  green  fpou  lateilAixed ; 
and  thejr  aofwer  well  fos  pefloring  ilieep,  wiUi  which  they  tie 
now  ooTeied. 

Wild  Amm«^,,^m:i\»  priociiMl  bisds  of  pcej  we  the  cegle, 
kitev  riTen  sad  faloon,  which  bntld  their  nets  in  the  craggj 
prccipteat  of  Glentunet.  This  glen  was  haioosy  in  former 
tim^a,  for  prodncing  falcons  of  the  beft  kind,  when  hawkiDg 
waa  a  fiiTOttrite  amafement  in  this  country,  b  prodnced  tbr 
pair,  which  the  late  Duke-  of  AthoU  prefented  to  the  King  at 
hia  coffonatioot  as  a  token  of  his  holding  the  Ifle  ol  Man  of 
the  Crown  of  England.  X)ti  the  hills,  are  gronfe,  dotford, 
ployer«  aad  feiwrat  migfatoiybifds,  whofe  names  ace  not  verj 
well  known  here.  A  few  ptarmigans  are  to  be  met  with  od 
the  (nmmit  of  Bencbooxie  s  birds  which  frequent  only  the 
topa  of  high  mountains,  and  which  are  foppoCesd  to  feed  ca 
the  infefts  bved  among  the  fgttj  mod,  which  is  almcft  the 
only  plant  diat  grows  on  (uch  elevated  giound.  la  the  hillj 
past  of  tbt  partlh,  the  fportfflDen  fiMuetimes  meet  with  a  ^« 
eiesof  hare,  which  is  of  a  Uuifli  ooloor  in  ftimmer,  and  white 
aa  Inow  in  winter.  The  principal  water  fowl,  which  fxcqucnt 
the  lakesi  are  the  wild  duck,  teal,,  and  widgeon.  In  the  low 
grounds,,  are  fonod  all  the  birds  which  ufiiaUj  breed  in  a 
woodj  couotrj.  The  bullfincbes  have  become  verj^nomeioos 
of  late,  attraded,  it  is  fuppofedy-bj  the  bloflbms  of  the  larch 
trees,  which  abound  in  the  young  plantations,  and  which  af- 
ford them  food,  before  the  fruit  trees  put  fosth  their  buds. 
There  are  partridges,  hares  and  mbbits,  in  abundance;  ands 
few  fojces,  badgers,  wild  cats,  martins  and  otters* 

Biaei  CaUb^  Horfisy  Sheep,  (^r.~TIiere  ase  about  240 
hor£bs  in  the  parifli,  between  90c  and  xooo  bkck  cattle,  and 
about  500a  iheep.'    The  horfes  are  of  a  middling  fize,  and  in 

gmneral 


^f  Monivalrd  and  Sttowctn.  ^75 

lenenl  not  Terj  handfome,  as  ^  the  Gommon  people  pay  littltf 
attention  to  the  improvement*  of  the  breed.  They  are  eqaaB/ 
negligent  with  regard  to  their  black  cattle ;  hot  it  is  hoped, 
that  the  priteSy  whieh  the  gentlemen  of  this  conntry  mean  €0 
diftribnte  annually,  among  the  owners  of  the  beft  bnlls,  wilt 
IbaTe  the  e£FeA  of  knproviflg  the  breed  of  cattle.  The  breed 
«f  boifeSi  too,  wouU  foon  improt'e,  were  every  confideraUeT 
proprietor  co  keep  a  handfome  ftaflion  for  the  nfe  of  his  te« 
aanta.  The  (beep  of  this  country  are  of  the  black  fiioed  kind^ 
and  came  originally  from  Linton.  They  are  hardy  \  bnt  their 
wool  if  Ibaggy  and  coarfe.  The  average  price  of  woo),  this 
year^  is  8s.  per  ftone.  Thexareafe  weighs  about  1  flones  Dntch. 
Had  the  hiU  grounds  been  kt  to  experieneed  flieep  formers 
from  the  fimth  country,  the  breed  of  flie^,  and  the  wool, 
would  perhaps  have  been  more  improved  by  this  time,  and 
higher  rents  given  for  the  iheep  walks.  But  'as  thefe  advan^ 
cages  could  not  eafily  be  obtained,  without  depopulating  the 
country,  the  proprietors  have  let  the  hill  groifnds  to  their  old 
tenants,  contenting  themfelves  with  what  rent  they  can  eafily 
ttfbrd  to  pay.  A  few  of  the  Cheviot  iheep  have  been  lately 
introduced  into  the  flocks  kept  in  the  low  grounds,  f^  the 
wfe  of  private  families,  and  thrive  very  weU.  The  liitl  te« 
naots,  however,  feem  unwilling  as  yet  to  make  trial  of  them, 
as  they  think  them  too  large  for  their  pafiure,  and  not  hardy 
enough  for  (landing  out  fevere  winters.  As  the  pafiure  iml 
pipoves  under  Ihe  Iheep  fynem,  a  larger  fpecies  of  that  animal 
will  be  gradually  intredoced« 

IbnU  and  Proprietor! — The  arable  land,  in  general,  lets  from 
about  I  OS.  to  153.  per  acre;  a  fmall  part  of  it,  indeed,  for  203. 
and  upwards.  The  hill  grounds  are  not  let  by  meafure,  but  by 
the  lump."— The  proprietors  ate  x  a  in  number ;  of  whom  only 
%  of  the  greater^  and  x  of  the  fmaller  heritors  refide  in  the  pa- 

ri(h. 


sifli.    The  araUe  farms  are,,  m  general,  from  aol.  to'jol.  4 
jear.     There  are  a  few  teotfoCs  who  paj  from  40L  to  60L 

Ecclijiqfticat  StaU^i^^Thext  tfre  two  or  three  of  the  Epifco- 
pal  church,  a  few  Antihurgher  Seceders,  two  or  three  Bereans^- 
a  feft  of  ^hich  Mr.  Barclay,  in  Edinburgh,  ii  the  founder/ 
and  one  Roman  Catholic*  The  Eart  of  Kinnool  is  patron^ 
The  ftipend  famounts  to  501.  in  mo^ej,  and  srchaldersof 
vi&ual,  half  meal,  half  barleys  and  a  glebe  of  about  7  acresw 
A  proceis  of  augmentation  is  now  depending.  The  manfe 
was  boilt  about  40  years  ago.  In  178a  it  was  repaired,  and 
new  offices  erefted.  It  is  not  certain,  when  the  churches  of 
Monivaird  and  Strowan  were  bUilt*  Ab6ut  the  beginning  of 
laft  century,  a  party  of  the  Murrays  and  Dnimmonds  having 
quarrelled,  the  former  being  worfted  in  a  iLirmi(b^  fled  for 
ianftuary  to  the  church  of  Monivaird,  whither  they  weri* 
purfucd  by  their  lavage  enemies,  who  fet  fire  to  the  roof# 
which  was  then  thatched  with  heather,  and  burnt  many  of 
them  to  death.  The  church  is  now  in  very  good  repair;  and| 
chough  far  from  being  elegant  or  commodious,  it  is  at  leaA 
sta  decent  as  many  of  the  churches  of  Strathera^ 

Poor.^— Hie  number  of  poor  at  prefent  on  the  roll,  wha 
receive  a  ftated  weekly  allowance,  is  fix.  Befides  thefe, 
however,  there  are  fevcral  others  who  receive  alms  occafion- 
ally.  The  funds  for  their  fupport  are  the  weekly  coUe&ions, 
dues  for  the  ufe  of  the  morccloth,  and  proclamation  of  banns, 
together  with  the  intereft  of  yal.,  amounting  in  all,  at  an  aver* 
age,  to  241.  a  year.  There  are  no  poor  people  in  the  pariih, 
it  is  faid,  who  beg  from  door  to  door  ;  and  the  few,  who  are 
in  very  firaitened  circumfiances^  never  apply  for  relief  to  the 
jiariih  funds,  till  they  ace  compelled  by  dire  neoeffity  *• 

Foputatioit. 

*  1b  the  f«af«ni  %t  dearth,  in  1782  aad  i;83y  there  were  fcvenl  poor  houfe-' 
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Population, — ^Tbe  inhabiiants  have  greatly  decreafed  withia 
tbefe  laft  40  years.  This  decreafe  is  chiefly  owing  to  the 
union  of  feme  of  the  fmalL  arable  farms,  and  to  the  removal 
of  many  of  the  cotters  to  the  neighbouring  villages  of  Crieff 
"&od  Comrie. 

The  return  to  Dr.  Wcbftcr's  inquiries  wa^        .        ^         p        14^ 
At  preient,  the  number  amounts  only  to         •        .        .        •  X025 

Decreafe,      ♦        •        ♦       •    435 

The  average  of  births  for  10  yean,  from  1734  to  1743,  it     ^      46 
Ditto,  from  1750  to  1759,        --         -         --.36 

Ditto,  from  1781  to  1791,        -         -         -        -        -        -         30 

Ditto  of  marriages,  from  1 78^  to  Z  791,        «         -         *        *         7. 
Ditto  of  deaths,  for  the  Cime  period,        •        •,        •        -        -zi^ 

V 

Antiquum. '^JThttt  are  no  croffes  nor  obelilks  in  the  parilb| 
except  the  crofs  in  the  market  place  at  Strowan,  concerning 
"^hich  there  is  nothing  remarkable,  but  that  the  initials  of 
Jesus  Nazarekus  R£x  Jubjcorum  are  the  only  charaQer^ 
on  it  that  are  legible*  The  remains  of  two  Roman  po(ts  c^ 
^bfervation  are  to  be  ieen  on  the.eftate  of  Ocbtertyre ;  one  of 
"Which  is  fo  chofen  as  to  command  a  view  of  the  camp  at  Dal* 
ginrofs,  the  other  that  of  the  camp  on  the  tnuir  of  Orchil. 
On  a  hill  called  Tom^a^hq/He  (i.  e.  Cafllehill')^  about  3  miles 
eaft  from  Dalginrofs,  the  traces  of  a  fortification  are  ftilt 
vifible.  About  50  years  ago,  mod  of  the  ftones  were  carried 
away  by  the  proprietofi  to  ioclofe  fome  groundsat  the  bottom 

oir 

Jraldera,  who  could  not  be  pre? ailed  upon  to  accept  of  any  of  the  me?!  nHowed 
hj  C^oTemment,  till  they  were  told  it  was  a  prefent  from  the  £sBg,  and  not 
Inmiihed  from  the  poor's  funds.  This  fpirit  of  independence  prcY^ls  mnft 
-among  the  oldeft  fet  of  tenantry  in  the  parilb ;  who,  having  a  kind^if  family 
i(haraaer  to  fopport,  aie  aferfo  from  doisg  any  thing  thtt  would  feetn  to  dot 
srade  it. 
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#f  the  hilL  Whether  this  fort  was  erefted  \sj  the  £ad  of 
Strathern»  as  tradition  fajs,  or  whether  it  is  of  a  moic  andeair 
ditCf  caonot  )m  eafilj  afbertained  *• 

EmifU9i  Af«ii.--<]olooel  Dow,  author  of  ibf  Hj/hry  cf 
Hindojian^  whofe  literary  merits  are  weli  known,  was  a  nft^ 
tive  of  this  ^ri(h« 

jtdvaniagti  and  Di/adoamiagu.^Tbt  laluhritj  of  the  air, 
the  fine  fprings  of  water,  the  numerous  rivulets,  the  goodocfs 
of  the  roads,  and  a  variety  of  other  ciitomftances,  render  this 

part 


*  Near  the  wcftern  extremief  of  tlie  pariflt*  there  s»  two  Dnndical  i 
Belidet  tbefe  renuins  of  antiquity,  naaj  Urrtwt^  or  heapt  of  ftoact,  known,  m 
the  «fieie«t  language  of  the  oountff,  by  the  name  of  €mnu^  and  intended  for  ie* 
|Mtlchral  moavmeois  were  to  be  feea  a- few  yean  sgo,  near  the  hanks  of  the 
Urnet  cowwdi  the  eaftere  estremiey  of  the  parilh ;  hut  tbef  heve  keen  taself 
removed,  for  the  purpofe  of  building  fione  fences;  and  no  memorial  bow  ri> 
mainf  of  the  iUuftrioua  dead  whom  they  oncecoverecL  Some  mtlea  to  the  north* 
ward  of  the  church  of  Moaivatrd,  there  is  a  very  laige  barrow,  called  €mw 
^haimkbm^  or  monnmental  heap  of  Kenneth.  From  the  name  and  fitmtioo, 
we  prefome  it  was  raifed  to  the  memory  of  that  Kenneth,  whofe  death  m  ft» 
eorded  ID  the  foUowittg  liom  of  ow  eldeft  hiftorkal  chronicles : 

^mfrwm90m  mrM^  B4RaoRVM  CAMPVS  Meter, 

A  Ml*  KcNHBOi,  mmku  Malcolomi. 
This  Kenneth  w«s  the  (Vth  of  that  name.  He  is  uftially  memiooed  in  hiftory, 
by  his  epithet  of  O&im ,  or  Grimps  ;  in  the  fiune  manner  m  0»o  has  kft  his 
proper  name  for  its  adjund  Dvrr,  or  Dvrrus .  The  regtiUr  of  St.  Andrews 
informs  us,  that  «*  K^mab  (Grim),  fon  of  Odt  fDM-Otk),  wm  flain  by  MJaim 
**  the  11.  and  fun  of  Kenneth  the  IIL  at  Moiegbvard,  in  looi.**  About  Soo  yards 
weft  from  the  chsreh  of  Monivaird,  a  barrow  was  opened  fiime  years  ago,  in 
which  two  mas  werefoand,  each  cootsmiag  a  fioaeof  abhuih  oolenr,  irery  hard, 
about  four  inchc$  long,  and  of  a  triaa^gnUr  i^ape,  femewhat  refeatbUog  the  kead 
of^an  ax.  One  of  them  is  in  the  pofleffion  of  Fstbu  Mvaa at,  Efq.  yoonger  of 
Oehtertyre.  I  am  told  they  are  of  the  iame  kind  of  ftooe  and  Ihape,  with  chafe 
which  the  iahabitaaU  of  the  aotth  Sea  iilaadi  faftin  to  a  (haft,  i^  afe  «^  a 
weapon  in  war. 
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.part  of  Stratheni  h  delightful  country  to  live  in^  particularly 
during  the  fammer  feafon.  The  chief  inconTcnience,  we  feel^ 
is  our  diftance  from  coal ;  which*  though  brought  in  carts^ 
over  a  hilly  road,  up^vards  of  lo  miles,  is  a  cheaper  fuel  than 
peats  or  wood*  We  have  now,  however,  the  profpeft  of 
having  this  inconvenience  in  fome  degree  remedied,  by  the 
turnpike  road,  that  is  proposed  to  be  carried  from  Crieff  to 
Blaimgonc,  which  is  our  neareft  coal  pit.  Indeed,  nothing 
leems  to  be  wanting  but  coals  to  make  this  a  very  thriving 
country*  For  if  that  iieceffary  article  could  be  got  at  a  mo- 
derate price,  we  ihould  find  limeftone  in  abundance  for  im- 
proving our  lands.  We  Ihould  alfo  have  manufaftures  of 
different  kinds  eftablifhed  among  us,  as  we  have  the  fineft  falls 
of  water  for  driving  machinery,  particularly  on  the  Erne  and 
the  Turrot,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  populous  village  of 
Crieff,  On  the  latter  river,  there  are  not  lefs  than  15  or  16 
mills,  of  different  kinds,  in  the  courCe  of  a  mile  and  a  half  ^ 
and  as  it  takes  its  rife  from  a  lake  of  confiderable  extent,  by 
eieding  a  dike  at  the  mouth  of  the  lake  (which  could  be  done 
for  15L),  a  fufficient  quantity  of  water  could  be  obtained,  foe 
driving  the  heaviell  machinery,  even  in  the  greated  drought. 
The  manufa&ured  goods  could  be  eafily  tranfported,  frona 
Crieff  to  Perth,  by  the  turnpike  road,  which  is  now  forming 
between  thefe  two  towns  f  or  by  a  canal,  which  rauld  be  car.- 
ried  from  Crieff  to  within  a  mile  of  the  Tay,  without  a  lock. 
Thefe  improvements,  however,  we  do  not  exped  to  fee  car- 
ried to  their  greateft  height,  unlefs  we  can  find  coal  nearer 
than  Blaimgone.  Our  proprietors,  therefore,  who  (hew 
abundance  of  public  fpirit  on  moft  occaiioos,  ihould  unite, 
and  make  a  fair  trial  for  difcovering  coal  in  Strathern.  Were 
they  to  take  the  lead,  all  the  parifhes  around  would  certainly 
contribute  liberally  towards  fuch  an  undertaking.        .  * 
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NUMBER    XXXVII. 
PARISH  OF  KILBRIDE  IN  ARRAN, 

{County  of  Bute — Prejbjtery  of  Kiutyre — Symod  of  jirgyU.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr,  G£Rshom  StuarTj  Minifler^ 


Names  and  Extent. 


A  RRAN  is  derived  from  the  Ccldc  word  ^rtn.  Ar^ 
•Xx  iignifics  higb^  ztA  In  an  ifland.  Kilbride  is  iaid  to 
be  compounded  of  Kil%  a  burying  place,  and  Bride^  a  coo- 
traftion  for  Bridget,  the  name  of  an  ancient  faint.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  pariffay  from  Dippin  on  the  fouth,  to  Lochranza  on 
the  north,  19  14  miles.  A  ridge  of  hills  feparates  it,  on  the 
wefl,  from  KUmorie*  The  Ifle  of  Arran  is  7  miles  in  breadib, 

Soil^  Produce  and  Catt/c'^Tht  foil  is  hard  and  ftoser. 
Mod  of  the  farms  Ijrrng  on  the  declivicj  of  hills,  the  beft 
prepared  land  fcarce  yields  two  returns.  I'o  fupply  the  de» 
ficiencj  of  corn>  the  inhabitants  plant  great  quantities  of  po« 
tatoes,  v^hich  are  their  principal  food  for  9  months  in  the 
year.  They  lay  our,  upon  feed  com  and  meal,  about  500I. 
a  year;  sind  they  fell- annually  about  aoo  bolls  of  barley; 

befidcs 
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befides  500  head  of  black  cattle,  and  80  iheep.  Fart  of  the 
latter  are  killed  for  home  coiifumption.  Oat  of  thefe  articles, 
and  the  profits  of  their  fiib|  thejr  are  enabled  to  pay  theit 
rents. 


Fijbing. — Fi(h  of  all  kinds  are  caught  roUnd  the  ifland.  In 
the  beginning  of  winter,  fi(hermen  come  from  the  North 
Councrj,  to  fifli  for  the  Glafgow  market,  and  continue  with 
fuccefs  till  Maj.  In  July,  the  herrings  frequent  the  coaft, 
tvhen  the  inhabitants  bellow  the  moft  unwearied  application 
to  the  fifliing  till  the  end  of  November.  It  is  computed,  that 
the  boats,  employed  in  this  fifliing,  bring  into  the  ifland  nd 
lefs  than  icooL  a  yean 

Climate  and  Difeafis^-^^Tht  air  is  very  falubriotts.  There 
is  no  fultry  heat  in  fummer,  the  air  being  conftantly  purified 
by  land  or  fea  breezes*  People  advanced  in  years,  however, 
often  complain  of  coughs  and  rheumatifms  daring  t^inter; 
Thefe  difeafes  are  much  owing  to  the  danlpoefs  of  their  houfes, 
and  the  fcarcity  of  fuel,  to  render  them  warm  and  comfortable^ 
which  is  occafioned  by  Aecoaliax.  For  many  years  pad,  a  great 
number  of  children  died  of  the  natural  fmall  pox.  Parents 
are  now  more  reconciled  to  inoculation,  as  they  find  that  this 
artificial  diftemper,  under  the  diredion  of  a  ikilful  furgeon^ 
faves  the  lives  of  numbers.  There  is  a  diforder,  no  lels  fatal 
to  children,  which  feems  to  be  peeuliar  Co  this  ifland,  as  it  is 
feldom  known  any  where  elfe,  called  the  eigbuday  Jicknefsi 
Infants  are  feiled  with  it  the  8th  day  after  birth,  by  the  £alU 
ing  down  of  the  jaw,  attended  with  violent  convulfions.  No 
means  have  yet  been  found  effefiEual  to  remove  this  diforder. 
Much  of  the  caufe  is  afcribed  to  udkilful  midwives*. 

4  D  2  Mountains 

*  Tbii  difcafe  h  mcntioticd  by  l>x.  UNibtawooD  (toL  I.  p.  J36),  noder  the 

tide 
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Mountains  and  Minerals.'-^GoQLtitld  is  the  liighefl  hiH  in 
the  parifli.  It  is  2,840  feet  ptrpendicttlar  tbove  the  level  of 
the  fea.  There  is  not  a  more  extenfive  profped  in  Britaunv 
than  the  top  of  Goatficld  affords.  Many  tranrpareat  ftone& 
are  found  on  it,  naturally  formed  into  pentagons,  heptagons 
and  cdagons,  and*  all  pointed  at  the  top  as  if  done  bj  art. 
Lapidaries  purchafe  thefe  Hones,  and  apply  them  ta  various 
ufes*.  At  Carrie^  near  the  fea-ihore,  there  is  a  rich  mioe  of 
marie  and  lime  done,  which  might,  at  a  Cmall  expeoce,  be 
carried  coafl-wife  round  the  ifiand,  to  the  weft  fide  ;  where 
there  are  extenfive  farms,  upon  a  foil  of  a  mixed  loam  of 
day  and  mofs.  Marie  and  lime,  laid  on  this  ground,  would 
produce  great  crops  of  corn,  which  is  much  wanted  in  the 
ifland*.  At  CocJt  of  Arran  there  are  free  ftone,  lime  ftooe, 
iron  ore,  blind  coal  and  dates.  The  {lates,  on  trial,. are  found 
to  be  of  an  excellent  quality.  Within  an  Engliih  mile  of 
Lochranza  harbour,  a  cart  road  is  already  made,  from  the  flatc 
quarry  to  the  (hore.  On  both  fides  of  Lamhlajb  Bay^  there 
is  a  fine  free  ftone,  between  the  beds  of  which  cravj  coal  is 
found.  And  it  is  affirmed,  that  wherever  this  appears,  there 
is  a  body  of  coal  under  itf.     A  coal,  fb  near  a  fine  harbour 

as 
title  of  •*  thtfivm  day  ^firfe  i*'  but  he  diset^  HOC  delcribe  it  acanracdjr,  nor  st- 
tempt  to  iuTeiligate  its  nature.  In  the  opinion  of  an  eminent  ph^ctan  in  thu 
city,  *'  the  difeafe  cannot  proceed  fronr  any  injury,  which  the  child  can  fnffer 
'  ^  during  dcliyery ;  and  therefore  the  midwives  can  have  no  concern  in  occalioQ* 
**  \i\%  it,  unlefs  they  fwerre  fo  far  from  their  profeiBonal  duty,  at  arbitrarily  to 
**  dilate  fome  improper  mode  of  manajriDf^  the  child,  for  the  firft  ievea  day» 
*'  after  birth.**  According  to  the  opinion  of  another  eminent  phylictan  ia 
town,  (Dr.  W.  W.)  it  U  "  t\\7it  Jpetii*  of  tbi  lacked  jaw,  wumthned  hy  frter^ 
**  autUrs  ax  tbt  trifmus  infantum,  lubUb  u  very  faial  t9  ntw  btrn  tlaUrem  n  e£« 
«»    Wejllniitsr 

*  They  are  known,  among  the  jewellers,  by  the  name  of  Arramfimet^  Cmnn^ 
gotms,  and  Sc9icb  topaK»\  and  are  often  fet  in  gold  for  rings,  and  other  oroaments. 
The  colour  is  generally  a  dark  brown ;  but  fome  are  found  of  a  beautiful  yd- 
V>w,  which  are  reckoned  very  valuable. 

t  About  70  years  ago,  colliers  were  employed  to  make  trial  for  coak. 
Owing  to  fome  treachery,  the  fcarch  proved  unfucccfsfuJ,  and  no  fcriher  tnai 
ha»  cTcr  iincc  been  made. 
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as  Lamblaih,  would  be  of  ineftimable  value  to  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton,  the  proprietor,  and  would  tend  greatlj  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  whole  ifland* 

Harbouri  and  LigbthoufcF^Thert^  are  only  2  harbours  ia 
the  iflandy  viz.  Lamblq/b  and  Lochran%a.  I^amblafli  Baj  is 
a  femicircle.  Holy  IJle^  in  the  mouth  of  it,  forms  the  har- 
bour, having  an  kilet  or  opening  at  both  points*  A  light* 
houfe  is  lately  ereded  on  the  ifle  of  Pladda^  which  direOs 
Ihips  into  the  port  of  Lamblafli  at  night.  The  fouth  end  of 
Arran  is  rocky  j  and  many  fhipwrecks  happened  there  before 
the  light-houfe  was  ereded.  Lochranza,  at  the  north  end  of 
Arran,  affords  a  fafe  harbour  for  fimall  boats,  in  the  time  of 
the  herring  fifting.  An  old  caftle,  fituated  at  the  bottom  of 
the  bay,  ferves  to  direA  the  boats  into  the  harbour. 

Population. — The  number  of  fouls,  at  prefent  (1793)  in 
the  parifh,  is^------     2545 

The  return  to  Dr.  Webftcr,  in  1755,  was        -        -      1369 

Increafe,         -        -     1 176 

This  incrtafe  would  have  been  confidcrably  greater,  had  not 
the  population  diminiflicd  of  late  j  as  upwards  of  300  failors 
go  annually  to  the  royal  navy,  the  bounty  fiihing,  or  on  board 
merchant  ihips,  many  of  whom  never  return. 

Ecckjiaftical  State  and  Poor—The  Duke  of  Hamilton  is 
patron.  There  are  2  minifters  in  the  ifland,  each  of  whom 
has  a  yearly  ftipend  of  70I.,  with  a  glebe  and  a  manfe.  An^ 
affiftant  to  both  is  fettled  at  Lochranza,  and  has  the  charge  of 
the  northern  diftrid,  with  an  annual  falary  of  joo  merks  Scotch. 
—There  are  only  la  on  the  poor*s  roll.  Quarterly  oollcaions 

are 
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tre  made  for  their  fupportt  and  diftribaced  accordiog  to  thdr 
Age  And  aecefiities.  There  is  alfo  4ol.  lent  out  at  interdi, 
allotted  for  their  relief  in  cafes  of  {carcity,  or  other  extra- 
ordinary  emergeDcies  :  And  certain  penlioaers  of  the  Duke 
of  Hamilton's  are  regularly  fupplied  with  mesd  by  his  £aftor. 

Pm^rutor  and  Rtmi^'-^Tbc  Duke  of  Hamilton  is  proprietor 
^f  the  whole  iftaod,  except  5  fmall  farms*  The  yearlj  reot 
of  Arran  is  3«50oL 

CharaQer^^Tht  whole  inhabitants  belong  to  the  Eftabliflx- 
ed  Church,  and  are  a  fober  well  difpofed  people.  They  at- 
tend divine  fervice  with  great  regularity}  are  well  acquainted 
with  the  Scriptures ;  fiiew  a  gopd  example  to  their  childrco, 
ttd  ioftruA  them  in  the  principks  of  Chrifliamty. 
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NUMBER    XXXVIII. 
PARISH     OF    MOONZIE. 

(jOcuttty  and  Synod  of  Fife r-PreJbytery  of  Cupar.^ 

By  the  lUv.  Mr.  Andrew  Ireland,  Minijler. 


Name  and  Extent. 

THE  origin  of  the  name  is  unknown.  It  is  probably  Atm 
rived  from  the  Gaelic,  the  language  which  formerly 
prevailed  all  over  the  peninfula  o(  Fife.  There  is  a  pariih, 
with  almoft  the  fame  name  (Afonz/V),  in  the  prcfbjterj  of 
Auchterarder,  wher^  the  nanaes  of  places  are  alfo  of  Celtic 
extradion. — Moonzie,  in  point  of  extent  and  population,  is 
perhaps  the  fmalleft  parochial  diflri£l  in  Scotland,  and  fur« 
niihes  verj  flender  materials  indeed,  for  flatiflical  obfervatioa 
and  inquiry.  It  is  only  i  Scotch  mile  in  length,  and  about 
It  in  breadth.  The  number  of  acres  is  between  i,oco  and 
1,100. 

Surface^  Soil,  Produce^  Cattle,  iSc. — A  great  part  of  the  pa* 
riih  is  hilly,  and  the  reft  is  fiat  and  low.  The  foil  is  very  thin, 
but  fertile.  In  a  wet  fummer,  it  produces  very  good  crops,  both 
of  com  and  grafs  ^  but,  in  a  dry  feafon,  all  the  hilly  ground 
is  quite  parched.  **-There  are  17  ploughs  in  the  pariih. 
The  farmers,  now,  only  put  2  horfes  to  the  plough,  and  x 
man  both  holds  and  drives.  This  is  a  very  great  faving.  There 
are  about  34  or  36  horfes  in  the  pariih ;  and  a  very  few  flieep, 

which 
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Tvhich   one  of  die  brmen  keeps  for  bis  own  private  ii&. 
There  are  alfo  fome  black  cattle  bred  for  tale. 

FarmSf  Proprietors  and  Rent* — ^There  are  only  4  farms  in 
the  pariflii  viz.  Moonzie^  Lords- Cairnie,  Torr^  and  CoUmtbie. 
The  three  former  belong  to  the  Earl  of  Crawford,  and  the 
latter  to  Mrs.  Bell  of  Hilton.  The  rent  will  aoioant  to  fome- 
thing  more  than  loool*  Sterling  per  annum. 

Tofmlation. — ^The  population  has  decreafed  ^reatlj  within 
thefe  40  years,  confidering  the  number  of  inhabitants. 
The  return  to  Dr.  Webftcr,  in  the  year  1755,  was      -      349 
The  number  of  fouls  at  prefent  (March  1793),  is  only     171 

Decreafe,  •  78 
Under  10  years  of  age,  •  30  From  50  to  70,  .  35 
From  10  to  20,  •-  3a  Annual  average  of  births  3 
From  20  to  50,        -        74        Do.  deaths,  rather leis  than  3 

Churchy  School  and  Poor. — ^The  value  of  the  living,  include 
ing  the  glebe,  is  about  901.  Sterling.  Lord  Crawfurd  is  pa* 
tron.  The  manfe  got  fome  repairs  laft  fummer,  and  the  kirk 
and  offices  will  need  them  foon. — The  fchoolmafter*s  falary  is 
jl.  IDS.  per  annum.  The  fchool  dues  are  very  fmall. — ^There 
are  only  3  or  4  perfons  in  the  parifh  who  get  charity ;  but 
they  do  not  need  much.     The  fund  is  very  fmall. 

CbaraSefy  lie, — The  people  are  very  decent  and  regular  in 
their  attendance  upoh  divine  worfhip.  They  are  alfo  very 
diligent  and  induHrious  in  procuring  fubfiftence  for  their  ia« 
milies. — This  patifli  labours  under  no  particular  diladvantagc. 
It  is  a  great  way  off  from  coal  i  but  there  is  now  a  fine  turn- 
pike road  the  mod  of  the  way.  It  has  one  great  advantage^ 
that  it  is  within  2  {hort  miles  of  the  town  Cupar,  where  the 
people  get  a  good  price  for  any  thing  they  have  to  fell. 

NUMBER 
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I^ARISH    OF    SYMINGTON. 

iJCcunty  of  Lanarh-^PreJbytery  of  Biggar — Synod  of  Lothian 
and  TweeJdale,') 

iy  thi  Rev.  Mr.  Jaii£S  ^inlatsok,  Minijien 

I  I—— ——11 


SUuatiottf  Eietent^  ProffQ,^  &c. 

SYMINGTON  is  fituatcd  30  miles  S.  W.  from  Edinborgli, 
and  33  miles  S.  W.  from  Glafgow.  The  parifli  is  smiles  in 
length,  and  nearlj  the  fame  in  breadth.  The  arable  land  lies 
along  the  banks  of  the  Clyde,  and  the  pafture  reaches  to  the 
top  of  T^nto^  oi\  which  there  is  a  cairn  of  ftones,  faid  to  be 
the  remains  of  a  Druidical  temple*  This  mountain,  though 
not  the  higheft  in  Scotland,  yet  being  about  2,400  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  fea,  commands  a  beautiful  and  moft  eztenfive 
profpeS :  With  the  naked  eye,  you  can  fee  part  of  x6  difier** 
ent  counties. — ^The  village  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  riling 
ground,  called  the  CaftU-hill^  which  has  formerly  been  a  place 
of  ilrengtb,  and  is  now  planted  with  various  kinds  of  trees. 

CttMoation  and  Prodnci.-^JmfrovementB  in  agriculture  are 

carried  on  with  great  fpirit.  Twenty  years  ago,  there  was  not 

V0L.VIIL  4E  an 
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aa  tcreof  bwn  grab  In  the  parxfli ;  now,  almoft  every  tausT 
has  part  of  his  farm  properly  laud  down  with  a  crop  of  rye-grafi 
and  clover. — The  rule,  which  they  generally  obferve,  in  the 
quantity  and  proportion  of  grals  feeds  to  each  acre,  is, — red 
clover,  so  lb. ;  white  ditto,  i  lb. ;  rib-grals,  a  lb.;  and  ryc-graii, 
i  boll. — ^Ten  years  ago,  there  were  no  turnips  to  be  feen ;  and 
now,  every  one  who  is  not  doing  more  or  lefs  in  that  waj, 
is  confidered  as  void  of  all  fpirit  and  ikiU.  It  is  found  by  ex- 
perience, that  thefe  green  crops,  not  only  meliorate  the 
ground,  but  are  of  more  prefent  value  than  the  heft  crops  of 
barley  or  oats*. — ^The  occupiers  of  fmall  farms  go  on,  or 
ought  to  go  on,  fyftematicaUy,  in  the  following  rotation :  ifl, 
potatoes  and  turnips  $  ad,  barley  fown  with  grab  feeds ;  3d, 
hay ;  4th,  padure ;  5th,  oats.  This  rotation,  or  a  rotatioa 
of  4  crops,  fetting  apart  the  5  th  divifion  for  perpetual  pailure, 
keeps  the  ground  dean  and  in  good  heartt  The  crofts  of 
Symington  are  divided,  with  hedge  and  ditch,  into  tnclofares 
of  xo,  15,  and  ao  acres,  and  let  from  zl.  5s.  to  il.  13s. 
per  acre.  The  larger  farms,  which  are  not  inclofed,  let  91 
about  2 OS.  per  acre.    Of  thefe,  only  one  is  rented  above  zcoK 

Being 

*  The  fndden  cluage»  in  this  p]Ace»  U  to  he  alcrihed,  in  %  great  fneafiite,  d 
the  eiample  fet  by  the  kte  Major  Tclpse,  who,  on  reilring  from  the  armj, 
ki  order  to  amufe  himfclf,  and  advance  the  happineCi  of  mankind,  took  a  kale, 
Itom  hia  brother,  of  loc  acres  of  tbe  moft  ufelefs  part  of  the  efiate,  whoSx 
covered  with  broom,  and  let  for  a  fliecp  walk,  at  8L  per  annum.  In  the  f|ttc£ 
of  to,  years,  this  barren  field  was  nude  to  produce  excellent  crops  of  cbre, 
turnips  and  hay;  and  would  now,  with  the  fieading  of  hoofes,  itt  «f  cigit 
TiMts  TBI  roaMia  rint.  XJme  being  got  at  four  miles  diOence,  the  expcsuc 
was  moderate.  This  example  had,  as  might  be  expeded,  a  noble  tStA^  Soib^ 
ate  IkiU  attadied  to  the  old  hoibandry.  All  new  fchcmes,  howcvei  wife  and  be 
neficial,  in  this  and  every  other  department,  will,  for  a  time,  be  ftrongly  ap- 
poled  by  pride  and  prejudice :  But  Ar/t^ry  im/urmmgf  is  more  eafily  cradiotc^ 
than  bipirj  im  rtHgUitf  as  the  bad  confequences  of  a  wrong  fyilcin  are  most 
▼idbk,  an4  fooner  fek,  in  the  oac  cafe  chs0  in  the  other. 
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Being  at  a  diftance  from  any  great  town,  potatoes  fell  com« 
xnonlj  at  4s.  the  boll,  and  therefore  are  not  raifed  in  great 
quantities,  and  no  more  than  is  abfolutely  neceilary  fliould  be 
raifed,  as  they  are  a  fcourging  crop«  as  well  as  lint.  One  acre 
of  turnips  will  produce  saoro  food  for  cattle,  than  two  acres 
of  potatoes*. 

Heritors^  Churchy  Schoolj  U'r.-— There  are  3  heritors,  and 
I  feuer.  The  principal  heritor  refides  occafionally.  Mr. 
Lockhart  of  Camwath  is  patrons—The  living,  (or  more  pro« 
perly  iheftarvingi\  is  55I.  lis.  ifd.  Indeed,  much  can- 
not be  expefied,  as  the  rental  does  not  exceed  7oel. ;  and 
there  are  5  parochial  churches,  and  2  diffisnting  meeting 
houfes,  within  3  miles  of  the  church  of  Symington  %•  The 
church  was  repaired  in  1761,  and  the  manfe  rebuilt  in  1790* 
•—The  fchool mailer's  falary  is  81.  6s.  8d.  He  has  taught  for 
thefe  50  years,  with  foch  fidelity  and  unwearied  perfeverance, 
as,  in  fome  lilies  of  life,  wonld  have  loaded  hin)  with  riches 
and  honour. 

Poor. — The  funds  for  the  proviiion  of  the  poor,  are  the 
weekly  coUeAions,  (which^  at  an  average,  amount  to  61. 
per  annum),  and  the  intereft  of  lool.,  gradually  raifed  by 

4  E  a  the 

*  The  price  of  labour  has,  of  late,  incroafed  accordix^g  to  the  rapid  pro^efs 
cf  manvfadures.  A  ploughman,  who  was  formerly  hired  at  5I.,  now  demandt, 
«rl3  gets,  8L  a  year ;  and  the  wages  of  all  bbbiifcn^pechanici,  &c.  are  hufed, 
nearly  in  the  fame  proportion. 

f  The  prefeot  incnmbcot  is  married,  and  lus  iix  Coot  and  one  daughter. 
He  w^  admitted  io  1783. 

\  Kirks  have  been  pbnted,  and  pariflies  marked  ont,  withouc  rule  or  jnd^ 
fnrnc ;  far  there  are  many  pariihcs  more  numeront,  and  many  oMch  more  ez" 
tenfive  than  thcie  &x  conjoined.  Thb  is  an  old  grievance,  and  ought  to  be  r^ 
4reircd,  before  any  aew  •bjcd  of  raform  be  taken  into  confideration. 
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tbe  joint  cootributions  of  the  iLhabittDtSi  withoDt  the  finaBeft 
sfliftance  from  tbe  heritors.  Thefe  have  hitherto  fupjdied  all 
demands,  and  none  were  ever  known  to  beg.  The  elders  axe 
fo  attentive  to  the  diftrefled,  that  tbej  have  (eldom  any  occaiion 
to  call  for  affiftance;  and  there  is  no  difUn&ioB  made,  whether 
they  belong  to  the  Eflablifliment  or  not.  Befidcs  fiippljing 
the  ordinary  poor,  the  kirk-feffion  are  always  ready  (a  ac 
commodate  induftrious  perfons,  who  have  met  with  any  im« 
forefeen  misfortunes,  or  who  are  unable  to  woik,  with  fiaiall 
films,  to  be  returned  on  a  change  of  circumftances.  This 
prafiicc  is  attended  with  happy  confequences,  not  only  to  the 
perfoQS  thus  relieved,  but  to  the  public;  and  it  is  found  tq 
be  a  moft  efit61ual  method  of  advancing  the  iotereft  of  virtns 
and  indttflry. 


P<>/ir£i#ioji.— The  popi^lation  hi|s  increa&d  within  thefe 
40  years. 


Statistical  T^able  o/tbf 

Number  ofiodividalt,         •         307 
^ctoro  to  Dr.  Webfter,  in  1 755,   ^64 


Increafi;, 
yumtier  of  malef, 

■  females,        - 

■.  Burgher  Seccders, 

'  Relievers, 

— —  pcrfoni  under  10, 

■  from  10  to  ao, 

■  — —  ao  to  30,* 
30"  10  40, 

■  ——40  to  56, 
*     ■  — —  50  to  60, 

■  »  ■  i  ■  ■  — —  60  to  70, 


-  70  to  80, 

-80  to  90, 


Total,    -    307 


r    43 
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77 
47 
37 
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Parish  of  Stmington. 

Number  of  vrtxTcn  and  thdr 

apprenticrs,         -        ik 

■  '"  (hoemakerVy  • 
—      1 1  I  I  danctttff  maftccs,      « 
» ■    ■    ■   ■  coopcfs,        •         • 

■  mafoni, 

■     blackimiths, 
V  wrighti^ 

■  tailors, 
'    ■         hecklers, 

■  ■/  millerp, 

I  fcboohnaJlers, 

•^■•— ^••*"  oergymen^      •        ■ 
— —  day  labonrerty 

■  work  bor&a, 
■■            ■    young  ditto^         •• 

—  cows,  young  and  ^M,  %y 

"       ^      '   P^^pf        Z         •        543 
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Kunber  of  fwincy        •          .  ;r  Acres  fown  with  tnrnipi,  .        3^ 

— carta,                   -  44  Hottfes  bttilt  within  the  Uil  S 

■      ■          ploughs,        -        -  14                       years,          •  -   '      y 

—  harrriws,       -       -  44  — — —  rebuilt,        -  •        •     9 

Acres  pbnted  with  tiinber«      «  80  Cattle  fed  on  tnnijpi^  «        -    3J^ 

-*— iown  with  ^rais  feeds,     -  ((6  Sheep  fed  on  ditto,       t  -       ioq 


C&amfitfr.— «Tbe  virtues  of  fobrietj  and  iaduftrj,  and  a  re* 
gukr  atfeadance  on  divine  inftitutions,  are  do  wh^re  moro 
ftridtiy  obierved.  The  people  live  comfovubly,  are  contented 
with  their  fituacion,  and  well  aflPeAed  to  the  eflabliflied  coa« 
fiittttton,  in  church  and  ftate*. — An  attempt  was  made,  at  th^ 
beginning  of  the  Seceilion,  to  fettle  a  diifeuting  congregation 
in  Symington,  and  many  violent  harrangues  were  delivered, 
on  the  fpQts  and  blemijbes  of  the  backflidiog  generation,  and 
pn  the  errors  and  corruptions  of  the  cburch  f .— Xhe  diflenters 

art 


*  The  only  grievance  which  they  complain  of,  is  the  trifling  tax  00  BiKTBt, 
Every  couBtry  parifli  has  its  phiiofophers,  politicians  and4iiviue«.  Thefe  leaden 
of  the  people  make  their  oL£ervations  on  every  thing  that  pafles;  acd  their  re* 
marlES  are  Ibmetimcs  Ihrewd  and  fenfible.  Tacy  apprchtcnd,  that,  infiead  o£ 
faying  a  duty  on  the  birth  of  a  child,  the  parents  fliould  receivi  a  renard^  and 
have  privileges  and  immunities  granted  to  them,  according  to  the  number  of 
their  children.  £ut  their  chief  ohjediion  is  on  the  fcore  of  religion*  Colli* 
oeding  births  with  haptifmy  ic  is  conlidcred  as  a  tax  on  that  ordinance.  View- 
ing it  in  this  light,  the  Idea,  of  payimgfor  the  facrawumt^  is,  of  all  others,  the  moll 
impious  and  profane.  It  is  fuppofed  to  imply  a  contempt  of  all  the  blood  that 
has  bee^  (hcd  in  the  proteftant  caufe,  and  as  giving  freedom  to  the  kafl^  vtiib  Hn 
/even  btadt  mmd  tern  Wii/,  to  trample  the  memory  of  the  old  covenanters  under  bis 
feet. 

t  As  a  fpcdinen  of  the  fptrit  and  eloquence  of  thofc  times,  the  following 
put  of  a  prayer^  for  the  eftabliihed  mintfter  of  the  place,  is  kept  io  remembrance, 
9s  ottered  bjr  one  of  the  preachers  on  the  green,  after  a  difcnnrie,  in  whidi  he 
and  his  brethren  were  repreiented  in  the  biackeft  colours :— **  Thou  knoweft 
f*  that  the  filly  ihivelliog  bodj  is  not  worthy  even  to  keep  a  door  in  thy  hoofe. 

••  CW 
I 
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ere  now  of  a  very  different  fpirit.  To  tfacir  praife  be  le 
ipokeoy  thej  are  the  fons  of  peace  and  order ;  and  have,  bj 
their  decent  and  moderate  conduft,  acquired  a  very  high  de- 
gree of  refpeftabilitj.  As  en  evidence  of  their  moderatioD, 
fucb  as  refide  here  attend  divine  worfliip  in  the  parifli  charch 
occafionallj,  without  fcruple  of  confcience  or  dread  of  ccnfore* 
Thej  (hew  the  utmoft  civility  to  the  incumbent,  and  aflc  htm 
to  vilit  their  families  and  fick,  which  is  done  with  the  fsunq 
care  and  attention,  that  is  paid  to  the  reft'  of  the  flod^. 

^  Extraordinary  Cure  of  Canine  Maimfs. — There  is  a  plow* 
man  living  in  the  pariih,  named  Andrew  Shanky^  who  was 
bitten  by  a  mad  dog  in  April  1783.  The  circamftanccs  of 
the  cafe,  and  the  manner  of  the  cnre,  being  iingalar,  and  well 
authenticated,  the  relating  them  may  lead  to  fome  important 
difcovery,  in  this  hitherto  unexplored  region  of  medical  fci- 
ence  *•  No  fufpicion  of  madnefs  was  entertained  at  the  time 
when  the  dog  bit  the  man's  hand ;  accordingly  little  regard 
was  paid  to  it,  though  it  bled  coniiderably.  The  bufinels,  in 
which  he  was  about  to  be  employed^  was  driving  lime  ;  and 
an  hour  and  a  half  elapfed  before  he  arrived  at  the  lime 
kiln.  He  fays,  that  the  evening  was  very  cold  ^  and  the  tin- 
flacked  hot  lime,  blown  by  the  wind,  fretted  the  wound  fo 
much,  that  he  was  obliged  to  wipe  it  frequently.  Next  day, 
being  Sunday,  the  fame  dog  bit  the  other  dogs  abont  the 
houfe,   and   feveral  cows,   belonging   to   the  farmer  whom 

Shanky 

'*  Cut  him  down  as  a  cnmberer  of  the  ground;  tear  him  up,  root  and  branch, 
**  and  caft  the  wild  rotten  ftiuiip  out  of  thy  vineyard.  Thrclh  him,  Xx»rd,  and 
**  dinna  fpare !  O  threfli  hun  tightly,  with  the  flail  of  thy  wrath,  and  nak*  a 
**  ftrae  wifp  o*  him  to  flap  the  mouth  of  hell  !'* 

*  It  it  faid  to  have  heen  the  opinion  of  the  hte  Sir  Jobn  P&ikclk,  that 
fu>  cure  had  yct  been  found  for  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  and  probably  nerer 
would. 
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Shanky  was  ferving  %  and  likewifc  a  malliff  beloogiog  to  a 
carter,  who  was  palling'  \>j  on  the  Monday.  The  farmer  be« 
gan  to  take  fome  precautions*  Accordinglj,  the  dog  was 
chained  down  in  a  feparate  houfe,  wh^e  he  refufed  food,  and 
died  in  a  few  days.  The  other  dogs  attempted,  fome  time  after, 
to  bite  people.  The  maftiff  turned  mad,  and  was  killed. — 
Shanky  fay^,  that  his  mind  was  now  filled,  day  and  night, 
with  the  mioft  dreadful  apprehenfions,  and  he  laid  his  account 
with  the  moft  horrible  kind  of  death.  In  three  weeks,  one 
cow  was  feized  with  the  difeafe,  and  the  others  foon  after, 
till  I  o  of  them  died«  He  (ays,  that  the  cattle  foamed  at  the 
mouth  ;  their  fides  went  like  a  pair  6f  bellows ;  their  dung 
became  of  the  confiftency  and  colour  of  tar,  aad  their  hind 
legs  failed,  fo  that  they  feU  down  and  died.  The  family,  being 
interrogated  on  the  fubjed,  agree  exa£Uy  with  Shanky  -,  and 
as  he,  and  John  Barclay,  in  the  pariih  of  Lamingtoo,  whom 
he  was  ferving  at  the  time,  are  men  of  undoubted  veracity, 
no  matter  of  fad  can  be  better  afcertained ;  and  there  is  no 
quellion  but  the  hot  lime  from  the  kill  operated  the  cure. 
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NUMBER   XL. 
PAB-l^H   OF   ALLOA. 

(Comty  tff  Clncimannan — Frejhytery   of  Stirling— Synod  ef 
Perth  and  Stirling. 

Jirmvn  up  from  tht  Conmuidcatifint  ^f  ibe  Rev.  Mr.  Jaues 
Frame,  and  of  John  Fkancis  ERSXiNfe,  I/q.  of  AJULOA9 
Refrrfentative  of  tf>e  Marr  Family. 


Origin  rf  the  Name* 

THE  name,  like  mod  other  places,  has  Been  varioufly 
(pelt*  la  the  charter  granted  by  King  Robert^  in  the 
9th  year  of  his  reign,  (anno  1315),  to  Thomas  de  Krjkjne^ 
it  is  fpclt  Alvoay\  and,  in  fome  fubfequent  ones,  jiulwaj^ 
AuUway^  and  fometimes  Alloway.  Camden,  in  his  Britannia^ 
feems  to  think  it  the  Alauna  of  the  Romans  *•     He  ii^i% 

•*  Piolerojr 

^  When  the  Ropaant  croflied  the  Fortbi  it  feems  probable,  that  it  wis  cither 
by  the  ford  [of  Maoor,  a  fmaU  creek,  about  6  milct  higher  up  the  water  than 
Alloa,  or  at  the  ford  of  the  Froik,  which  is  only  a  mile  and  a  half  from  it« 
There  are  veftiges  of  a  Roman  caufeway,  running  into  the  river  at  Manor; 
and  it  is  only  within  thefe  13  or  14  years,  that  the  remains  of  a  fxnall  €sfdbm^ 
for  prOteAing  the  paiTage,  have  been  been  totally  defaced.  In  1774,  a  fword, 
or  ^tiggtt^  of  a  compolltion  refembling  brafs,  Was  taken  up  in  a  falmon  net, 
between  the  ford  of  Froik  and  Manor.  It  had  on  its  point  a  piece  of  a  human 
fcttll.  It  appeared  to  be  of  Roman  workmanfhip ;  and  feems  to  confirm  the 
opinion^  that  this  part  of  the  river  had  been  frequented  by  the  Romans,  as  a 
paflage  from  the  fouth  to  the  north.  This  dagger  was  prefrnted  by  Mr. 
Ai.KXANDkA  CoLosTEEAM,  fchoolmaftcr  at  Crieff,  (into  whofe  hands  it  fell) 
when  fchoofaiiafter  at  Alloa),  to  the  Society  of  Antiquarians  is  Perth* 
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"*'  Ptolemy  plac^  Alauna  fomewhere  about  Sterling ;  and  it 
^*  was  either  upon  ^/on,  a  little  river,  that  runs  here  into  the 
^v  Porth,  or  at  Jilway^  a  feat  of  the  Erlkines  t"  » 

Sfiuatum. — ^AUoa  is  a  port  in  the  countj  of  Clackmannan, 
iituated  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  Forth,  weft  long.  3*^4^" 
lat.  56^  x6^  It  is  about  2fji  miles  higher  up  the  frith  than 
Leith,  and  17  lower  down  the  river  than  Stirling«  The  wind- 
ings of  the  Forth,  between  Stirling  and  Alloa,  arc  Tery  re- 
markable ;  the  diftance,  from  the  quay  of  Alloa,  to  the  quay 
of  Stirling,  meafured  in  the  centre  of  the  river,  is  17  miles, 
and  to  the  bridge  of  Stirling  it  is  19}  miles ;  whereas  the 
diftance,  by  land,  from  Alloa  to  the  bridge  of  Stirling,  does 
not  exceed  7  miles,  though  the  turnings  in  the  road  are  nu- 
merous* It  is  the  moft  confiderable  port  in  the  river.;  for 
the  upper  part  of  the  Frith  of  Forth  begins  at  Kennet  Pans 
and  Higgins  Neuk. — ^There  are  jt  feet  greater  depth  of  wa- 
ter, in  the  harbour  of  Alloa,  than  on  the  bar  of  Leidu 

ExtftU,  and  Sdil. — ^The  parith  is,  00  an  average*  iA»oat 
4  miles  from  £•  to  W*  and  about  a  miles  from  N.  to  S; 
It  confifts  of  about  3,900  acres.  It  is  bounded  oa  the 
fouth  by  the  Forth ;  and  the^nd  of  the  river  is  fo  great, 
•that  the  banks  meafure  about  5^  miles,  llie  grounds, 
on   the    banks    of   the   Forth,    are    flat,   wA  of    »    veiy 

V0L.V1IL  4*  ricb 

i  It  sught  (urn  whimfietl  to  dcwft  the-Mmc  qf  ABasir<B>  die  Qrtck,  and 
yet  there  are  fereral  drcnmlbBcei,  which  might  tend  to  jnftify  that  conjedure. 
AXstm  wai  a  mral  feaft  of^the  Atheniani,  which  was  adopted  hj  the  Romans,  and 
anfwered  to  -our  htrtt^  bmu,  it  wu  aUb-nfed  to  fignify  «  grove,  or  fruitfol 
flaia,  well  adapted  to  the  celehratton  of  fitch  a  feaft.  If  we  fqppofe,  that  the 
{iomana  made  good  their  pa0age  acrola  the^orth,  ahooftbe  time  of  Iianreft, 
we  maj  eafily  conjediare  that  they  Iboiild  conceive  thejdea  of  eelefarating  their 
Jiarveft  feaft,  at  a  time  which  they  thought  propitiont  to  their  wiftiea,  efpcciaUy 
in  a  fituatjon  pecnliar'v  6tced  for  that  purpofe ;  and  hence  (hey  might  very  oa- 
^AivaUy  aCi  to  |hat  place  the  same  of  aamk* 
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rich  carfe^  or  kerfe  foil.  .  Thofe  oa  the  h^wks  of  the  Do« 
TOO,  are  a  good  carfe  or  clay,  though  pot  quite  lb  fertile.  The 
grounds  rife  pretty  fuddenlj  from  the  carfes»  and  are  of  a  light 
kiod|  but  fertile.  Towards  the  centre  of  the  pariik^  the 
grounds  are  pretty  high.  They  are  moft  agreeably  diverfificd  9 
but  the  land  is  much  iafeior  in. quality. 

Town  and  Towert  (^r.^The  iituation  of  the  town  is  plca- 
fant.  There  are  ftrata  of  rock,  that  run  a  conGderable  way 
between  the  kerfe  and  the  high  grounds,  and  break  off  ^bont 
the  Ferry,  a  little  above  tlie  harbour.  On  part  of  this  lock 
is*  built  the  Tower,  and  the  ancient  part  of  the  town  of 
Alloa.^-The  Tower  is  the  refidence  of  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  family  of  Mark,  and  is  now  poffeffed  by  a  grandioQ 
of  the  late  Earl  \  who  has  repaired  the  houfe,  and  made  j^reat 
improvements  on  the  land.  It  was  built  prior  to  the  year 
1300.  The.  higheft  turret  is  89  feet  from  the  ground,  an4 
the  thicknefs  of  the  walls  is  i  z  feet.  Notwithftanding  its  being 
fituated  on  a  flat,  there  is  a  moft  uncommonly  fine  rich  prof- 
pe£t,  from  the  top  of  the  Tower  \  and  9  counties  can  be  4tfeem- 
cd  from  it.  The  gardens,  which  were  laid  out  by  the  late 
Earl,  in  the  old  ufte,  of  long  avenues,  and  dipt  hedges,  are 
conliderably  modernized  i  and  the  large  lawn  is  now  drelEng 
up  ;  fo^that  the  many  fine  trees  in  it  will  be  Ihewn  to  advan- 
tage. There  was  originally  a  natural  wood  to  the  eaftward, 
imd  the  greateft  part  of  it  ftill  remains.  All  kinds  of  trees, 
thrive  rehiarkably  well ;  and  there  are  oaks,  beeches,  elms, 
planes  or  fycamores,  limes,  and  aflies  of  confiderable  circum- 
ference. There  is  an  uncommon  fine  black  poplar,  that  mei- 
fures  I3t  feet  round,  at  the  height  of  3  or  4  feet  from  the 
ground.  The  town  formeily  almoll  furrounded  the  tower, 
as  in  the  rude  ages  they  afforded  mutual  benefits  to  each  other. 
"Within  thefe  3©  years,  many  old  houfes,  fituated  nearthc  tower, 

have 
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have  bedn  purchafed  by  the  familj.     Moil  of  the  ftreets  are 
narrow  and  irregular*. 

Harbfmr^  Dock^  and  Ferry. — At  the  end  of  thb  walk, 
is  the  hmrboFur  of  Alloa,  where,  at  neap  tides,  the  water  rifea 
from  Z2  to  15  feet,  and  at  fpring  tides  from  17  to  21.  The 
quay  is  built  of  rough  hewn  ftone,  in  a  fubftantial  manner  ; 
and  runs  within  the  land,  and  forms  a  pow^  or  finaU  creeks 
where  the  rivulet,  that  funs  through  the  N«  E.  end  of  the 
town,  falls  into  the  river.  There  is  an  aft  of  parliament,  that 
lays  a  fmall  duty  on  the  anchorage,  for  fupport  and  improve- 
ment of  the  harbour ;  and  tfaid  laft  year,  thci  tmftees  of  this 
fund  have  oonfiderably  widened  the  pow.^—A  little  above  the 
harbour,  there  is  an  excellent  dry  dock,  capable  of.  receiving 
vel£:k  of  great  burthen  ;  both  from  the  depth  of  the  water, 
which  is  16  feet  at  fpring  tides,  and  the  width  of  the  gates, 
which  is  34i,  free  of  all  obftrudioos.  Oppofite  to  the  dock, 
there  is  a  great  depth  of  water^  with  excellent  anchorage, 
and  fiill  room  to  fwing  the  largeft  veflel.  As  the  dock  has 
no  conneftion  with  the  harbour,  nor  is  fitnated  near  any 
buildings,  the  crews  of  the  vefiels  that  are  repairing  can 
cook  on  board. — ^Above  the  dry  dock  there  is  a  ferry,  which 
is  fometimes  called  the  Craig  Ward^  and  fometimes  the  King's 
Ferry^  where  two  very  complete  piers  have  been  built,  one 
on  each  fide  of  the  river  }  which  renders  it  an  eafy,  lafc,  and 

4  F  2  commodioua 

*  The  Ute  Earl  fccms  to  haye  been  ]>artiai]arly  attentive  to  the  healthinefi 
#f  the  town,  aod  to  have  endeavoured  to  nake  the  ftrceu  broader,  and  at 
ftraigfat  as  the  irregularity  of  the  former  ones  would  admit  of,  fo  at  to  unite 
them.  He  built  one  ftreet  oh  li  regular  plan.  It  runi  in  a  line  parallel  to  the 
gardens.  It  is  called  J^n*s  StreH^  and  leads  to  the  harbour.  It  is  between 
^6  and  80  feet  broad,  and  terminates  ixl  a  beautiful  gravel  walk.  A  row  off 
lime  trees,  on  every  fide,  affords  an  agreeable  Ibade  in  fumncr,  and  a  comfori; 
able  Ihdter  in  wiatfx< 
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ksve  been  fbrefeen ;  however,  thej  cootuiiied,  though  witk 
AnnU  ftdvmotage,  till  %  law*>£uic  was  earned  on  againft  them 
by  the  town  of  Stirling  ;  and  the  mode  of  pock  nets  being, 
^ondemaed,  on  an  old  aft  of  parliament,  thej  were  reftrained 
withia  certain  limits^  from  fifliiog  in^  that  manner  \.  and  the- 
fi(htng,  fince  that  time, /has  been  moftly  abandoned  {.-^After 
paffing  the  Irrry  of  Craig  Wardy  the  river  becomes  narrower^ 
and  there  are  fome  beautiful  iflands,  which  are  calkd  IncbeK 
Thefe  fuHiifli  eiKelknt  pafture  for  cattle  during  the  fummer^ 
and  are  efteemed  medicinal  for  fach  as  are  weakly  or  ikk. 
T^iey  are  a  gentle  kind  of  fait  marih,.  as  they  are  entirely 
covered  with  water  in  fpring  tides*  Thefe  Inches  are  fre* 
quented  by  great  quantities  of  water  fowl,  viz.  wild  ducks^ 
tiralSt  widgeons,  gulb^  6cc  &cc»  Here  they  find  Ihelter,  and  a 
variety  of  food  fuited  to  their  nature.  Sometimes  fcarts,  or 
^rmorants,  goofcanders,  fcc*  appear  here.  The  ftonny  pet* 
terelS)  or  what  the  failors  call  Matter  Cary^s  cbictens^  were  feeA 
about  the  Ferry  lad  winter ;  and  one  of  them  was  killed  by 
Mr.  Edkine,  junior.  It  was  thought  fingular  to  fee  thefe 
birds,  who  feldom  appear  near  the  land,  fo  far  up  the  country.. 
Upon  the  point  of  thefe  inches,^  they  ereft  what  are  called 
yuns^  a  fort  of  fbaffold  projefting  inta  the  water ;  upon  which 
they  build  little  huts  to  proteft  them  from  the  weather ;  from 
thefe  fcaffblds  they  let  down,  at  certain  times  of  the  tide,  their 
nets,  and  are  often  very  fnccefsful  in  taking  the  fmaller  fifli, 
fodi  as  herrings,  garvies,  or  tptzts^  fparlings^  or  fmelts,  fmall 
whitings,  haddocks*. fea  trouts*  and  ee]s.    In  this  manner  fal* 

mon 

{  Had  thb  reftniBt  operated  at  it  ought  to  BaTe  done,  and  o6Cged'  them  to 
fiave  cxchaoged  their  method,  and  eoiployed  the  long  neti,  the  beft  eScAig 
would  probably  have  followed.  The  ezcnfe  generally  given  for  not  trying  it^ 
U  the  depth  of  water,  and  foulnefi  of  the  bottom.  The  laft,  it  is  thought 
might  be  partly  remedied ;  and  the  fuccefi  which  attenda  this  method,  a  little 
farther  weft,  and  lo  the  lame  pariih,  giTci  great  eocoaragemeat  to  make  th« 
eipeiimem. 
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noQ  are  fomedmes  caught;  as  well  as  Coago  eels,  ftntgeaiif 
foalsi  turbotSf  cod,  gurnet,  or  piper,  and  ikate«*-^4Sometii9es^ 
about  the  ead  of  September,  there  comes  a  vaft  flioal  of  fifli, 
called  gandoMooks^  or  Egyptian  btrrings*  They  have  a  SaSaH 
refemUance  of  the  mackard,  but  with  a  long  fliarp  bQl,  like 
a  foipe.  This  becomes  fatal  to  them  on  oar  muddy  banks,  as 
the  bill  is  fixed  in  the  mud ;  and  in  this  waj  thej  are  cntaDgled, 
and  caught  in  great  quantities,  on  the  ebbing  of  the  tide. 
They  are  not  an  unpkafant  filh,  bat  rather  dry ;  they  aie 
however  a  great  relief  to  many  poor  people.  Porpoifes  oow 
and  then  appear  here,  aad  fometimes  iioaU  whales  hare  been 
feen  and  taken  f « 

Tullibody. — In  proceeding  up  the  river,  we  come  to  the 
barony  of  Tullibody.  The  houfe  is  Cec  down  in  the  Cazfe^ 
aloEU>ll  dole  to  the  water  fide.  Behind  it,  on  the  nortby 
there  is  a  beautiful  bank,  well  furuilhed  with  a  variety 
of  fine  trees;  and  on  each  hand  of  this  bank,  aimoft  at 
equal  diftances  from  the  houfe,  there  are  two  proauncDces, 
jutting  out  into  the  Car£e,  which  feem  to  proteft  and  fhdter 
the  lower  grounds.  The  one  on  the  eaft  is  qovered  with  tzccs^ 
and  the  one  on  the  weft  with  fome  &rm  boufes; 

Riverjt  Fijb^  \Sc^ — ^In  the  front  of  the  houfe  is  die  rivers 
with  two  of  the  Inches  formerly  mentioned.    From  this,  up 

to 

•  In  September  177^,  afkatc,  of  the  fpecxcs  of  the  flurp  nofed  ny,  wsi 
MLUght  here,  which  was  of  a  very  large  fizc  The  length,  ftom  the  tip  of  the 
Bofc  to  the  cod  of  the  tail,  was  7  feet  3  inches ;  the  breadth,  from  the  eztrenuty 
ef  one  fin  to  that  of  the  other,  j  feet  3  inches ;  and  it  weighed  13^  ihmet 
S)utch  weight,  which  is  about  %\  cwt.  aVoirdupoife. 

f  About  %  years  ago,  an  angWr^  ^"^ J\f^f*g  f^^t  was  thrown  afhore  it  the 
Terry.  It  is  a  flfli  of  a  very  uncommon  appearance,  rcfembling  a  frog  is  its 
^dpole  A  ate.  They  fometimcs  grow  to  a  lar^  Hze,  and  arc  thought  to  be  i 
|rcat  eacmy  to  the  dog  5Ih. 
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to  the  Camhusy  thej  continue  to  fifii  with  toleraUe  fuccefs. 
General  Abercrombj  now  lets  the  fifiiing  for*4ol.  per  annum, 
i/vhich  formerlj  only  gave  5I.  Upon  the  weft,  and  not  a  mile 
Ifom  the  houfe  of  Tullibodj*  the  river  Devon  difcharges  it- 
felf  into  the  Forth ;  and  veflels  of  tolerable  burden  can  load 
and  unload,  at  a  pier,  built  at  the  mouth  of  the  Devon.  Sloops 
and  large  boats,  loaded  with  grain,  come  up  near  to  the  village 
of  Cambus,  to  fopply  the  mills,  and  a  brewery,  and  to  carry 
off  the  manufaQures  of  both.  A  high  dam-head,  ereded  for 
driving  the  corn  and  barley  mills  on  each  fide  of  the  river, 
forms  a  great  obftruftion  to  the  falmon  getting  up  the  Devon. 
They  are  feen  often  attempting  this,  but  they  feldom  fucceed, 
except  in  high  tides.  An  oil  mill  has  lately  been  erefted  oa 
this  river,  which  is  faid  to  perform  a  great  deal  of  work.  On 
the  other  fide  of  the  Devon,  there  is  a  rich  flat  piece  of  ground, 
called  Wefl  Cambus^  belonging  to  Lord  Alva.  It  conCfts  of 
x6o  acres  of  ground,  which  is  let  in  two  farms,  one  of  which 
has  the  corn  mill.  The  tenants  pay  kain,  cefs  and  fchool- 
mafter's  falary,  over  and  above  their  rent.  The  lands  of  Ban- 
death,  Kerfie,  and  part  of  the  Froik,  which  all  lie  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Forth,  are  bound  and  thirled  to  the  mill  of  Weft 
Cambus*. — ^Weft  Cambus  is  bQunded  by  the  parifli  of  Logic, 

bttb 

*  Some  years* ago,  between  the  Cambos  and  the  Frolk  fordf  there  was  dng« 
ged  op  a  brifs  collar,  with  this  infcription  00  it :  *<  Alkzander  Stiuaet, 
"  femnJ  gmlty  of  death  for  thefts  at  Perth,  $th  Deeembtr  I70I,  and  gified  by  th^ 
"  Jmfiiciart,  at  a  ptrpetmal  fervaat  to  Sir  John  AiesKen  of  Alva"  This  collar 
Is  now  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  Antiquarian  Society  of  Scotland,  with  the  follow- 
ing  copy  of  the  jufticiar*s  gift,  which  is  taken  from  the  original  in  the  Duke 
of  Athoirs  charter  hoofe : 

**  At  Penh,  the  5th  day  of  December  ^701.  The  conmifltonen  of  Jnfilt 
"  ciary  of  the  footh  diftrid,  for  ftcuriog  the  peace  in  the  Highlands,  cpnfideriog 
**  that  Donald  Robertfon,  Alexander  Srewart,  John  Robertfon,  and  Donald 
**  M'Donald,  priToncrs  within  the  toibooth,  and  indided  and  tried  at  this  Court, 

"  and. 


• 

^laHtbodf  fy  or  what  are  called  the  Carft  and  Drjfieid,  coiw 

tata  about  i,ioo  acres..    The  tenants  pay  kains  and  cefs,  and 

«re  obliged  to  carry  their  farm  barley  6  miles,  if  required  ; 

Vol.  VIII.  4G  but 

troflpt  011  Che^coift  of  Pife,  they  were  akmMd  with  the  arrival  of  the  Engltlh 
fleet,  and  thought  oT  Dothing  bnt  a  hafty  retreat.  It  was  in  the  month  of 
January,  and  at  the  breaking  up  of  a  great  ftorm.  William  Kirlcraldy  of 
Orange,  attentive  to  the  circvmftances  in  which  the  French  were  caught,  took 
adfantage.of  this  fitaation,  and  marched  with  great  ezpeditioQ  -towards  Stirliog, 
and  oit  the  bridge  of  Tollibody,  which  it  over  the  Devon,  to  prevent  their  re- 
treat. The  French,  findiag  no  other  noeans  of  efcape,  took  thexoof  off  the 
church,  and  laid  it  along  the  bridge  where  it  was  cut,  and  got  faCe  to  Stirling. 
ft  is  generally  believed,  that  this  church  remained  tn  the  fame  difmantled  ftate 
till  fome  years  ago,  Jthu  Oeorge  Abercromby,  £fq.  of  TolUbody,  covered  it 
with  a  new  roof,  and  eceded  within  it  a  tomb  for  his  family.  There  is  ftill  a 
lai]ge  bnrying  ground  round  this  church ;  and  on  the  north  fide  of  it,  whcro 
there  had  been  formerly  an  entry,  there  is  a  ftone  coffin,  vaith  a  niche  fco-  the 
liead,  and  two  for  the  arms,  covered  with  a  thi^  hollowed  lid,  like  a  tureen. 
The  lid  is  a  good  deal  broken ;  but  a  curious  tradition  is  preferved  of  the  coffin, 
wia.  **  That  a  certain  young  lady  of  the  neighbourhood  had  declared  her  af- 
*  fedion  for  the  mioifter,  who«  either  from  his  ftation,  or  want  of  inclination, 
*■  made  no  retjims  ;  that  the  lady  iickcned  and  died;  but  gave  orders  not  to 
"  bury  her  in  the  ground,  but  to  put  her  body  in  the  ftone  coffin,  and  place  it 
<■  at  the  entry  to  the  church.**  Thus  was  the  poor  vicar  punilhed ;  and  the 
#onc  retainsche  name  of  the  MaUm  Sfme, 

t  On  the  eaft  end  ofthe  village  and  crofts,  Acre  was  a  large  rugged  piece  of 
ground,  upwards  of  140  acres,  formerly  let  at  40I.  Scotch,  or  3I.  69.  8d.  Ster* 
ling,  between  60  and  70  years  ago,  it  wasinclofcd,  and  planted  with  firs. 
When  they  were  between  40. and  jO  years  of  age,  they  were  cut,  and  fold  at 
from  50I.  to  60I.  per  acre;  and  the  ground  is  now  planted  with  oaks,  which  are 
Sn  a  very  thriving  eondidon^— Immediately  on  the  eaft  of  this  wood,  there 
ia  a  rifing  ground,  10  the  upper  barony  of  Alloa,  called  Zsm*/  ffUi^  probably 
from  tU  being  the  fpot  where  the  Marquis  of  Lorn  encamped,  when  in  purfuit 
iif  the  Marquis  of  Montrofe  in  the  civil  wan.  Mr.  £rikine,  about  14  years 
ago,  built  a  farm  honfe  and  good  offices  on  it.  It  wa*  formerly  a  dreary  and 
oncultivated  wafie,  though  the  grounds  were  beautifully  varied.  Mr.  EHkine 
lias  humoured  the  lying  of  the  ground,  in  forming  his  inclofures  and  dumps,  and 
4>clts  or  ftrips  of  planting ;  fo  that  it  is  at  prefent  a  pleafant  ff  ot,  and  will,  in  a 
^wycarsy  become  a  very  ^eeable/crwr  •mcV. 
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}lllt>ditsi&t  purpofrs,  for  which  the  Urgfc  teCervdlr  was  origin- 
ally  made,  the  dune  water  id  again  colleded  into  a  (oiallev 
dan»  and  from  theoce  cunvejed  in  a  Udei  to  a  fine  fee  of  mills 
in  the  tosra  of  Alloa,  for  grinding  wheat,  oats,  and  malt,  and 
making  pearl  barlej*     There  are  two  large  wheels,  of  Z9  feet 
diameter,  in  the  centre  of  the  houfe,  which  drive  the  whole 
machinery  in  both  ends  of  the  mills^   Though  all  the  mills  are 
icldom  emidojed  at  the  fame  time*  they  can  be  wrought^  on  % 
great  eHcrtion^  and  ate  capable  of  grinding  400  bolls,  about 
c^al  to  95>  quarters^  in  a  day*. — From  thefe  mills  the  w»k 
ter  £dls  into  a  rivulet,  thai  raps  through  the  town,  and  drives  a 
fbaff  aodfiilliug  mill ;  it  then  pafies  through  Mr.Erlkine's  plea- 
Care  gceoiids,  till  it  comes  near  the  harbour }  where  it  is  agaia 
confined  by  a  iitong  dan  of  earth;  and  a  large  fluice  is  buil^ 
aa  it,  of  hewn  ftone,  with  a  long  trough  of  ftone,  which  gives 
the  water  a  prodigious  velocity,  for  clearing  the  harbour  of 
the  mud  :  fo  that  this  little  water,  originally  a  fmall  branch 
of  the  Black  Devon,  (fed  only  by  a  few  fprings,  and  the  fur-> 
fiuce  water),  is  m«dc  to  Cerve  the  moil  important  purpofes,  by 
driviag  7  miUs,  within  this  parilh,  befides  deams^  the  hary 
hour. 

jigricuhure.'^Maoxxt  20  years  ago,  the  hufbandr^  of  this 

pari(h  was  uncommonly  bad,  particularly  in  the  barony  of 

AUoaf.    Oa  the  expiration  of  (he  tucks  (lea£es)|  a  great 

4  O  a  chango 

*  Thefie  mfllt  bate  been  creded  wicbin  tbcfc  10  years.  The  bnildiog  is  93 
feet  loDgx  oYcr  walU,  31  feet  broad,  and  3  a  high.  The  machiuery  alone  co(^ 
500L  and  if  uncommonly  well  executed.  From  the  time  the  foundation 'ftooe 
waa  laid,  it  was  not  i^uite  i%  months  before  the  mills  began  to  work ;  aod,  not" 
withstanding  the  great  (irefs  upon  fuch  new  walls,  they  were  io  well  built,  that 
there  is  not  the  imalleft  crack  to  be  obferved. 

f  The  farms  wei«  fiaall,  and  the  miierable/M^iy/  (the  old  pbr^e  for  a  farm 
licJUle  and  offices),  denoted  the  poveity  of  the  tecaau,  who  rclisd  iulely  on  tho 

driving 
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itr  this  pariflr.  The  laft  erefied  was  bj  a  faniiety  who  has 
only  60  Scotch^  or  76  Eoglilh  acres  of  ground  ;  and  as  im- 
provements are  daily  making  ia  them,  and  the  pi  ice  is  redu- 
eedy  it  is  probable  that,  ia  a  Teiy  fliovt  time^  ihey  will  ha  held 
to  be  as  indifpenfiUj  neceflary  to  a  farm  as  the  fanners  *. 

There  is  no  particular  xotation  or  conrfe  of  crops  oniverfalw 
ly  foHowed  here*  The  turnip  hufbandry  cannot  be  well 
adopted,  as  the  low  grsands  are  carfe,  or  rich  clay,  and  moft 
xA  the  higher  grounds  have  a  fubibil,  of  a  cold  ftiff  till  (or 
barren  clay)  ;i  fe  that  the  damage  done,by  poaching  the  ground^ 
hi  Caking  off  the  crop,  overbalanee»  any  advantage,  that  could 
poffibly  accrue  from  the  cultivation  of  that  uieful  root,  (b 
beneficial  to  farmers,  in  a  more  favourable  foil  f  • — .The  fol- 
lowing roution  is  pra£kifed  by  fome  of  the  farmerSi  on  carfe 
lands  :  The  sit  year,  fallow  \  the  ad,  wheat;  the  3d,  beans  ; 
sbe  4tb,  barley  and  grab  feeds ;  the  5th,  hay ;  the  fecoad 
crop  cut  for  foiling  horfes  and  cattle  in  the  houfe;  then  broke 
up  in  the  6th  year  lor  eats*  Sometimes  a  crop  of  bay  is  takeu 
in  the  6th,  foiling,  &.c.  and  then  it  is  broke  up  in  tbe  7th  year 

for 

nod  miy  be  dated  the  excellent  plovting  that  appeSrt  ia  this  fmall  cooaty ;  aad 
as  many  placet,  ia  diftaot  parts  of  the  country,  have  followed  the  example,  it 
it  to  be  hoped,  that  they  have  reaped  equal  beuefft  from  it.  The  name,  there- 
fore, of  HuoB  RxocH,  •/  tht  Hiluvm  •/  AiUa^  delervet  to  be  gratefully  rememr 
Wredby  every  lover  of  agriculture. 

*  The  thrcfliiog  machtoet,  or  millt,  were  firft  introduced  into  conunon  ttf« 
to  this  fmall  eouMty,  Mr.  Gkorob  Mkiklx  having  ereded  one  that  went  by 
water,  at  Kilbagie,  in  the  neighbouring  pariih  of  Clackmannan,  in  z  78  7.  U 
wat  Mr.  Mcikle,  who  creded  the  machinery  of  the  milli  of  Alloa. 

f  Thofe  who  attempted  turnips  have  been  obliged  to  give  them  up,  at  well 
at  the  fowing  of  wheat  on  a  clover  lay ;  for  whether  it  got  z«  s,  or  3  plowingt, 
a  light  brown  grub  worm  deftroyed  the  root  of  the  wheat.  This  misfortune 
might  poffibly  be  overcome,  if  a  large  quantity  of  hot  lime  were  laid  on  the  clb<* 
vcr  jttft  before  it  it  plowed  up.  This,  however,  is  only  cmje^nf  U  no  f«f<* 
itiest  trial  hat  yet  bee»  made  of  ic 
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PRODUCE  on  the  inferior  Soils^  commonly  calkd  DrttieU). 


Per  Settsb  aeru    WHEAT.   Per  Ejf^«  atrt, 
S,    medtnmarop,  =:  3        \\ 


6J. 


Per  SctitA  acre,     PlASE.    Per  Etig,eere» 
BoUi.  ^r.  Bujb. 

Sf    nediiun  crop,  ^  -^        z{ 

BAT. 

Steneif  from  ^oelght,  Avoird,  ^veigl4» 

soo  medinm  crop  r:      x  ton  xscwt. 


Itbe  ^ANTITT  of  SZED. 


per  ScdcB  dere.   VBtAT.    PerEmg.aere, 

pirUh.  Pecks.                      Bujk.  Pecit, 

4           o>  aiout effnal t»    3  X 

J         O          =           a  oj 

»ARLCr. 

3           O   tuarlj  eftial  to     3  a^ 

ft         3           =          3  xi 


Per  Seoteh  aire,      OATS.     ^«r  Eng,  aare* 

FhUh.  Peeks,  BuJL    Petks^^ 

4  O  ntwiy  eqiudta    4  3 

3  »  =  4  xj 


Extent  of  Farms  tormerit. 

^tiehaens*  Emg»  «Mv»« 

From  30  or  40,  <f«a/  u  38  or  51 

To  60  or  70»  =:  76  or  89 

roaiftA  aBNT  of  cams  kawds. 
From  sot.  to  m«-       «fM/«»     from  lit.  8}&  to  xSt.  xo^d. 

t01ll|E&  EBNT  of  INFERIOE  LANQ,  OT  OETriCLD. 

From  3t.  to  49.  or  51.  e^to  from  as.  4^  to  38.  i|d.  or  31.  xiJcU 

Extent  of  Farms  at  present. 

Setteb  aeres^  Bug,  aerwm 

From  60  to  90,  #pMi/ 1«  from    76  to  114 

—  xao  to  x6o,  =:  —  xja  to  103 

—  200  to  360,  =  —  »54  to  457 

rREtSHT  ARNT  of  CAAft  LAWDf. 

From  301.  to  401.  «fiM/#9  from  %%u  7d.  to  311.  M« 

ffEXtENT  RENT  of  IKFSRIOR  LAND,  OT  DRTriSLD. 

From  zos.  to  axs.  #;»«//«  from  71.  xoi<i  to  z6a.  6^. 


Formerlj 


1^  AJlooi  60^ 

tmfJemi'nts  tuf  Hujhaud^y. — There  Is  now  (carce  one  of  the 
.4ld  awkward  carts  to  lie  mer  wlthf*  Thf  farmers,  at  pre- 
Jeot,  ufe  large  carts,  with  iroii  axles;  drawii  bj  two  borfes  ; 
ftod,  in  haj  or  barveft  tim^^  they  have  Urge  opeii  bodies  ttf 
fit  the  fame  wheels^  m  which  the  j  carry  great  loads,  frequeat- 
\j  from  90  to  100  ft  one  tron  weight,  (whjch  is  nearly  from 
28  cwt.  td  a  ton  avoirdUpoiie)i  of  Well  made  \\%j:  However, 
what  was  affertcd  by  the  late  Lord  Karnes;  in  his  Gentkmdn 
Farmer^  that  '*  a  well  conftrn&ed  one-borfe  eart,  is  the  moft 
|>rofitabIe  Carriage/*  feems  now  to  be  almoft  generally  ac- 
knowledged ;  and  thfe  farmers  here  will  probably  adopt  them 
Tety  foon*  Since  the  two-horfe  ploughs  have  become  gene- 
tal,  the  breed  of  horfes  o&d  by  the  farmers  is  confideraUy 
improved^  Fortnerly,  they  had  miferable  garrans^  not  worth 
snore  than  5I.  or  61.  a  piece ;  now,  it  is  no  uncommon  fight 
to  fee,  in  a  farmer's  plough,  horfes  which  are  worth  from  36]. 
t^481.  the  pair.  The  ploughs  now  ilfed  are  i:hiefly  of  SmaWs 
tooftruAiont  with  an  iron  head  and  caft  iron  mould  board. 
They  00ft  from  %h  to  aL  loa.  atcojvUiig  to  the  weight  of  the 
iron. 

^/rvo/ir/.— All  tbe  principal  farmers  here  prefer  married 
Vox,.  VIII.  4H  ferv?ints, 

Wndage  of  tertices,  io  nniteHaUy  ittipo&A  on  the  ol<i  tesidu  of  Scotlsod,  st  ie 
leeim  to  hxwt  rendered  them  ahnoH  iocapable  of  becoming  farmers.  They  feem 
%6  hsve  fieen  only  fitted  for  lerfanta;  and*  did  dot  their  pride  prevent  them, 
they  wnnld  enjoy  more  comfort  and  happincfa  at  day  Ubonrert;  This  ohferva* 
tion  it  It  lean  jaft  with  regird  to  this  pariih. 

f  Formerly,  all  the  implements  of  hnlbandrj^  nfed  here  were  HI  confimAed. 
Some  yeataagotj  it  was  a  rarity  to  ^nd  a  farmer  wlthj^«lf  tMdnamt  w&f«Cr  to  his 
cart.  The  carta  in  common  nfe,  confifted  of  a  few  boards  ill  pnt  together,  and 
of  a  fiae  not  larger  dun  a  §w)d  wheel  barrow,  placed  upon  a  thick  wooden  axk, 
which  was  fixed  to  fome  low  wheels,  compofed  of  3  pieces  of  wood,  joined  to- 
S(clher  by  two  or  three  brgc  woodcp  pins.  The  sxle  turned  rcuod  with  the 
tambril  wheek 
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fervants,  at  being  more  ileadj,  orderly  and  tradable.  The 
fanner  provides  bim  a  boufe  as  near  to  bis  own  as  poiEble. 
It  ii  much  to  be  wiihed  that  this  cuftom  was  more  uniTerCal, 
as  it  is  a  mod  beneficial  one  to  the  countij.  It  is,  in  &&» 
having  cottagers  on  the  very  bed  eftablilhment ;  for  the  an- 
cient kind  of  cottars  were  hot  too  often  miferablj  oppreffed 
by  the  tenants,  on  whofe  farms  thej  were  eftaULUhed;  as 
they  often  exafied  their  fervices  more  rigoronffly,  than  the 
landlords  did  from  the  tenants*  Bnt  as  the  plonghmen,  in 
this  diftrid,  receive  their  dated  fee  (or  wages),  kitchen  mo- 
ney and  meal,  and  pay  only  xos*  or  xas.  for  their  cottages, 
(thoogh  indeed  they  generally  have  them  gratU)^  befides 
their  maders*  horfes  drawing  home  their  coals  for  them,  no 
oppreiBon  can  well  take  place.  They  have  ^Ifo  the  advantage 
of  having  their  wives,  and  fuch  of  their  children  as  can  work 
in  the  fields,  always  at  hand,  who  receive  the  common  wages 
during  hay-making  and  harved  ;  and  are  likewife  often  em- 
ployed in  picking  dones  off  the  land,  and  pnlling  or  cutting 
down  weeds.  All  this  is  of  confiderable  benefit,  both  to  ma- 
fiers  and  fervants,  and  tends  to  rear  up  an  ufeful,  healthy  ge* 
neration  of  labourers. 

Sale  of  Gra£».-»There  is  not  the  fmalled  refemblance-of  a 
public  market  for  grain,  within  the  parifli  or  county  ;  but  the 
farmers  find  no  difficulty  in  difpofing  of  their  crops  by  private 
bargain.  The  mod  fubdantial  fell  their  grain,  by  the  highed 
price  of  the  Mid  Lothian,  or  the  Haddington  fiars  ;  that  is, 
they  give  two  or  three  months  credit  to  the  purchafer,  at  the 
price  which  is  the  average  of  the  year.  Smaller  tenants  fell 
their  grain,  for  the  current  price  at  the  time  of  their  ddiver- 
ing  it. 


Eaj. 
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J%i^.«.Tbe  collieries  in  the  neighbourhood  ufe  a  confider- 
^ble  quantity  of  haj :  Their  ufual  price  is  4d»  per  done  \  and 
the  hay  is  weighed,  at  the  place  where  it  is  fiacked  to  be  ufed. 
Some  of  the  farmers  have  found  out  their  miftake,  in  deferring 
the  cutting  of  their  hay  till  late  in  the  feafon,  thinking,  by 
fo  doing,  to  increafe  the  quantity.  It  does  fo  indeed  to  the 
eye  ;  but  in  reality  it  is  quite  the  reverfe :  For  hay,  cut  at 
the  proper  time,  retains  all  the  feed  in  it,  and  therefore  it 
iweighs  confid^rably  heavier,  and  has  more  nourilhment  in  it  \ 
and  the  fecond  crop  of  grafs  is  earlier,  and  more  plentiful. 
Befidcs,  it  does  lefs  damage  to  the  ground  \  fo  that  the  greedy 
farmer  cheats  himfelf  in  every  refpeft.  Few^  or  almoft  no 
farmers,  confume  any  quantity  of  hay  themfelyes  \  but  thi3 
vrill  probably  come  in  courfe,  as  their  knowledge  improves  ^ 
for  though  much  has  been  done,  and  that  rapidly  too,  there 
are  yet  many  arcana^  in  this*  pkafant  art,  that  the  farmers 
}iave  dill  to  learn. 

Sheep^  Catth  and  Manure. — There  are  few  or  no  ibeep  kept 
in  the  parifh  ;  nor  is  there  much  anxiety  about  the  breed  of 
cattle.  There  is  little  or  almoft  no  attention  paid  to  the 
Dairy,  although  milk,  in  all  its  fhspes,  would  find  a  good 
and  fteady  fale  in  the  town  of  Alloa.  Some,  who  have  kept 
an  exad  account  of  the  fale  of  this  article,  are  of  opinioif, 
that  6L  or  7!.  might  be  eafily  made  of  a  cow  in  the  year. 
— ^The  farmers  are  diligent  in  procuring  manure  from  the 
town  of  Alloa  \  but  the  quantity  would  be  confiderably  en- 
larged if  the  ftreets  were  properly  cleaned.  Few  farmers 
have  limed  to  any  extent,  though  the  pra&tce  is  creeping  io. 
There  is  no  limeftone  in  the  parifh ;  but  it  is  brought,  both 
burnt  and  unburnt,  from  Lord  Elgin's  limeworks  at  Charlef- 
town,  near  Limekilns.  The  price  of  the  flacked  lime,  deli- 
vered at  the  Ihore  of  Alloa,  is  about  7d.  the  wheat  boll  (Lin^ 

4  H  a  lithgow 
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|r|i1y  ^rc  apt  to  form  opinions  frosi  local  oircamftancts,  and  to 
apjdj  them  indilcriminatdj  to  all  iituations*  What  appears 
a  large  £sirin^  in  fome  parts  pf  the  country,  would  be  called  a 
moderate  one,  nay  perhaps  a  fmall  one,  in  others.  It  is  an 
undoubted  faft,  that  in  diis  partlb,  until  0ie  farms  were  en* 
larged,  huftandry  wae  at  a  very  low  ebb-  Any  one,  who  re- 
members the  grounds  in  their  foraoer  ilate,  and  who  &es 
tbem  now,  cannot  but  acknowkd|;e  the  different  appearance 
that  the  country  makes.  Formerly,  the  miferable  tenanta 
had  wretched  aGCommodation  for  their  £imilies,  or  produce  of 
their  MA%  or  oatde ;  ragged  children,  widi  fcanty  education^ 
and  wretched  complaints  of  poverty  at  every  term.  There 
mie  now  fubftantial  houfes,  and  convenient  o^es ;  a  double, 
and  often  a  triple  produce  \  fields  beautifully  drefled  and  in* 
^lofed  \  a  wealthy  tenantry,  and  growing  improvements *.i 

Coal. 

^cres),  a  Urge  one ;  and  thinks  that  few  or  oope  flionld  exceed  it.  Lairge  £tfini, 
fomc  people  maintain,  depopulate  the  country,  and  occafion  the  rife  of  all  kinds 
of  f^vifion,  &c.  &c. ;  hat  therp  are  others  who  hold  a  Tery  diffneot  opinion; 
mxki^  if  we  may  he  allowed  to  judge  hy  analogy,  with  fome  appearance  of  rei^ 
fon.  It  ia  allowed,  that  no  trade  can  he  carried  op  to  advantage  without  a  fvff 
^ient  ftock ;  that  the  divifiop  of  labour,  and  Uree  dcalingi,  enahle  people  to 
fell  at  a  leis  profit,  as  the  quantity  fufiBciently  recompences  for  the  lowneis  of 
^ht  price.  Why  (hould  the  farming  trade  totally  differ  from  all  othen?  i^ 
cenaiD  fize  of  a  farm  is  abfohitely  neceiTary  to  earry  on  the  bnfinefs  with  any 
prtfpedt  of  fuccds.  In  diofe  paru  of  Britaiii,  where  improvemencs  hsve-beea 
parried  on  to  the^atefi  extent,  were  they  trvaght  aboot^  large  or  findl  faniu^ 
-Examine  them  mimitely,  and  fte  where  the  greateft  ftiil  ia  dif^yed,  or  the 
lirgca  prodnee  brought  to  market« 

*  The  leafes  are  commonly  given  for  19  years ;  but  where  the  gnmnd  was  Co 
Wild,  that  it  required  a  tedious  and  expenfive  procefs  for  the  mtlioratioo  of  it,  ,> 
^  moeteen  years  were  given,  with  afinall  rife  of  rent  ^t  the  commencement^ 
the  iecMid  period.  This  is  thought  to  be  no  more  thaa  equitable.  Many  gen- 
tlemen, who  have  tried  improving  ground  themlelves^  are  thoroughly  feolible, 
that  the  beCt  part  of  a  19  years  uck  paflies  away  before  any  adequate  profit  caa 
be  received  for  the  expence  laid  out ;  and  the  farmer,  who,  from  his  knowledge 
and  {kill,  adds  to  the  ftock  of  the  community,  is  certainly  catitkd  to  ample  ro- 
tributioQ, 
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Coal. — ^The  coUierj  of  Alloa  having  been  loog  eflablUb«d*, 
there  are  Hill  many  ancient  cuftoms  in  it*  The  coUiers  cooU 
not  leave  their  work  ;  of  courfe  fome  recofopence  f  was  ne- 
cefliuy  from  the  mafter.  As  the  colliers  in  this  woik  gose- 
rallj  bind  themfclves  for  a  certain  term  of  years,  litde  al- 
teration has  taken  place  in  this  old  coftooi,  cotwithftandisg 
the  new  collier  law,  which  pafied  in  z  775 1*  The  colliers,  ia 
all  countries,  are  generally  an  unruly  fet  of  labourer^  ;  and 
tbofe  of  this  'work  were  like  their  neighbours.  About  3t 
years  ago,  they  were  perfuaded  to  give  fome  little  education 
to  their  children ;  and  a  few  years  after  (when  in  fearch  of  a 
new  fchoolmafter  for  them)i  the  proprietor  of  the  colUeiy  wai 

llickj 

a  This  pariih  has  been  loog  famotu  for  die  fixie  coal  miocs  to  it.  How 
long  they  have  been  wrought  is  uncertain.  There  are  aecoonts  of  the  czpeoce 
of  working  them  in  X6S3.  The  price  was  then  6t.  8d.  per  clialdcr.  The  fiae 
meafure  hat  been  fold  at  a  cenfiderably  lower  price  within  thefe  35  yeai^ 

f  The  allowance  given  to  the  old  collier,  when  paft  labonr,  was  two  pcdaof 
meal  per  week,  each  weighing  8  lb.  Dutch,  or  81b.  xi  oz.  avoirdopoife ;  aad 
he  had  his  free  houfe  and  garden,  and  Ckewife  bis  firing,  continued  to  him,  thf 
fame  as  when  working.  Every  widow  had  one  peck  of  meal  per  week,  a  &te 
houfe,  &c.  &c. ;  and  if  Ihe  had  any  foos  grown  np,  who  were  able  to  carry  «& 
their  father's  work  at  the  coal  wall,  they  continoed  at  it,  for  behoof  of  the  fa- 
mily, as  they  did  in  their  lather's  lifetime,  until  they  were  manied. 

I  There  were,  fome  parts  of  the  old  Uw  which  were  barbarous,  and  wbick 
undoubtedly  required  to  be  aboUlhed ;  but  it  is  queftiooed,  whether  the  tetsJ 
repeal  of  it  has  made  the  collier  h^pier,  or  if  it  has  had  the  e0e&  of  indnciEig 
common  labonrers  to  commence  colliers,  or  to  train  up  their  children  to  the  bu- 
finefs,  as  was  faid  to  be  the  eipeftations  of  the  promoters  of  it ;  nor  is  the  pries 
of  working  coal  reduced.  It  is  well  known  to  all  coalmaficrs,  that  a  collier  caa 
never  eat n  fo  much  in  any  work,  as  in  that  in  which  he  vras  brought  up.  The 
prcfent  law  has  unhappily  encouraged  vagrancy  amongft  the  colliers;  an4, 
whenever  they  begin  to  wander,  they  generally  bid  faiewel  to  indailry.  Oa 
going  to  a  new  place,  they  conflandy;  on  fome  pretence  or  other,  get  monef , 
And  as  the  collier  has  broken  all  ties  of  relationlhip  and  habits,  his  head  is  coe« 
tinually  on  the  rack  to  contrive  fome  method  to  ihift  his  place^in  hopes  of  gettior 
fgore  money  from  a  new  mafter,  without  working  for  ic 
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luck  J  enough  to  find  an  old  ferjeant  of  the  Rojals,  a  diligent 
virtuous  man,  who  not  onlj  brought  the  children,  but  even 
their  parents,  into  (ooie  kind  of  order  and  difcipline.  This 
has  greatlj  affifted  the  prefent  proprietor,  who,  during  the 
refidenceof  21  years,  has  paid  particular  attention  to  the  col- 
liers, and  has  novl^  the  pleafure  of  ieeiog  a  very  great  reforma- 
tion among  them.  They  were  formerly  remarkable  for  their 
ignorance  and  diflblutenefs  of  manners.  They  are  now  rather 
above  the  ordinary  rate  of  the  common  people*.  Each  collier 
has  a  free  houfe  and  garden,  a  quantity  of  meal  proportioned 
to  the  number  of  the  family,  at  the  rate  of  zoid.  per  peck, 
and  their  firing :  Each  family,  upon  an  average,  confumes 
rather  more  than  7  cwt.  per  week.  The  colliers  are  paid  by 
the  piece;  their  earnings,  therefore,  depend  on  their  own 
diligence  and  ikill.  The  price  of  working  varies  according  to 
the  quality  of  the  different  feams  pf  coal.  A  good  collier  can 
clear  from  ajl.  to  3 jl.  per  annum  ;  an  extraordinary  clever 
one  may  perhaps  exceed  this  by  zol.  or  lal.  The  depth  of 
a  bearing  pit  cannot  well  exceed  iS'fathoro,  or  icS  feet. 
There  are  traps,  or  flairs,  down  to  thefe  pits,  with  a  hand 
rail  to  aiBft  the  women  and  children,  who  carry  up  the  coals 
on  their  backs.  The  price  given  by  the  colliers  is  4d.  per 
chalder,  of  30  cwt.  A*diligent  bearer  often  brings  up,  from 
the  bottom  of  the  pit,  6  chalders,  or  9  tons  of  foal  in  the 
weekf.    When  the  pits  exceed  the  depth  that  bearers  caa 

carry 

*  Tbey  have  a  fwid,  like  other  friendly  ibcictiei,  for  hnrying  their  dead, 
paying  their  ichoolmaftcrs,  aflilUng  thofe  that  are  ill,, and  giving  a  finall  trifle 
annually  to  the  widows.  There  are  4  haUUi  intrufted  with  the  management 
of  this  fund.  The  principal  one  is  appointed  by  the  proprietor  of  the  work, 
for  7  years ;  the  3  others  are  annnally  chofen  by  him,  from  a  lift  of  9  given  into 
him  by  the  ooUien.  They  hold  courts,  to  take  cognizance  of  any  difpute  or 
zniibehaviour  in  the  colliery,  and  exa'd  fines  from  the  offenders,  which  are 
thrown  into  the  general  fund. 

fThe  wei|(ht  which  a  good  ^arer  can  carry,  is  vciy  great.    Some  yeara 

ago. 
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ctrry  up  the  coal,  the  collter^s  price  is  redaoed,  as  iht  ffia«' 
fter  is  obliged  to  draw  them  up  by  gins,  which  is  cither 
wrought  by  horfes,  or  driven  by  water.  The  water  gin, 
which  has  been  in  life  here  for  there  70  or  80  years,  is  a  moft 
ingealons  fimple  machine  *•  There  are  two  cdlieries  in  the 
barony  of  Alloa,  the  oldeft  of  them,  catted  the  jUloa  Pks, 
is  about  It  mile  diftant  from  the  fliore;  the  other  is  tiic  C^Oy" 
imJf  and  is  about  douUe  that  diftance.  There  ate  ^earioos 
feams  in  each  colliery  ;  fome  of  3,  4,  5  and  9  feet  in  Akk^ 
nefs.    They  dip  to  the  N.  £.  about  t  in  6  or  7. 

The  pits  are  firee  of  all  noxioas  damps,  and  have  in  general 
a  good  roof  and  pavement,  although  there  are  iron  ftoaes  owtt 
fome  of  the  feams.  The  engine  pit  of  the  AUoa  coal  is  about 
48  fathom  deep ;  and  the  coal  is  drained  by  a  water'  engine, 
there  having  been  a  large  rcfervoit  of  water  coUefied  (as  has 
been  already  mentioned),  for  that  purpofe,  about  the  begin- 
ning of  the  ceoturyi  as  the  fieam  eogioe  was  then  bitt  lately 

invented^ 


ago,  dn  propiidcr  wei^ied  •  pioce  of  coad,  that  a  Umt  woatui  liad  broof^ 
•at  of  a  pit,  1%  fiuhoms  deep,  and  wm  aftooiihed  to  find  it  foil  scwt.  AtMotha 
woDBan  carried  an  uacommon  large  pieoe  of  coal,  from  the  mouth  of  the  pit  to 
die  OTerfeer*t  houfe,  a  diftance  of  400  yarda ;  and,  by  the  meafure  of  this  ptcoe 
Of  coal,  it  moft  have  weighed  3  cwt. 

*  It  it  a  wfieel  of  iS  feet  diameter,  and  appears  at  if  two  Wheels  were  jobcd 
tiigethcr,  with  llie  buckeu  of  the  one  «r#erfed  fipm  thofe  of  the  other.  The 
ftsle  it  39  inchet  diameter,  to  which  the  rope  that  drawi  np  the  tnbs,  or  corre. 
It  fixed.  There  it  a  dftem  ^aoed  over  the  wheel,  divided  in  the  middle.  Each 
-divifion  liua  vahe,  ctaftlytover  the  centre  of  ilie  difeem  bvdcets,  whidi  vahe 
it  opened  hj  a  fiider  moved  from  the  hottom;  io  iSwt  whenihe  whed  tarn 
found,  it  drawt  up  ^  tnh,  or  oorv«,of  coait,  Weigfaittg  6cwt.  and  lets  down 
the  empty  one,  on  flmtring  the  vahre  of  thofe  hocketiy  mid  opentng  ilie  other* 
(ho  corve  diat  hat  juft  iMon  emptied  it  let  down,  while  a  Crdh  corve  fan  of  colli 
it  omght  up**** iiie  lace  nSr«  Spowu,  the  famoin  cogmeer  and  opeiatiwe  coar 
mafterit  yewtafile,  wn  fe  ttnxk  widi  it,when1iew«tat  Afioais  i774,tht: 
he  took  a  drawing  of  it;  and,  00  hit  rttnni  to  Wc wcaftle, xontrivcd  one  en  ifee 
frme  principlet,to  aiifWer  for  Ihsir  4eep  pitv 
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ihvented,  and  not  well  known  in  Scotland.  The  engine  pit 
of  the  Gollyland  is  about  46  fathom  deep ;  and  the  coal  is 
drained  bj  a  fleam  engine,  fuppored  to  be  one  of  the  bed  of 
the  old  conftruftioiu    This  was  erefted  in  1764*. 

V0L.VJIL  4 1  The 


*  It  hit  often  been  aflefted,  tlitt  there  hwt  been  more  eftatet  loft  than  madei 
^(cfpcciaUj  in  Scotland)  by  working  coal  mines.  There  probably  hai  been 
/ome  foundation  for  fuch  an  tflcrtion.  The  expencet  of  winning  and  keeping  op 
a  coUiery  are  confiderable,  and  the  commodity  will  not  bear  a  great  price ; 
^o  that  it  is  only  a  large  quantity*  that  can  produce  a  profit  adequate  to  the  ex- 
pence,  while  the  coals  of  the  barony  of  Alloa  were  biDoght  to  the  ihore  in 
IniaU  gms  by  the  tenanu,  the  quantity  was  uncertain,  and  often  not  very  con- 
fiderable* In  X  768,  a  waggonwaywMmade  to  the  Alloa  pits,  which  proved  to 
be  fo  great  an  advantage,  thtt  it  induced  the  proprietor  to  extend  it  to  the  Colly« 
land,  in  xyyt.  The  fides  were  by  thefo  means  increafed,  from  lopoo  or  xx,oto 
chaUers,  to  15,000  or  x6^ooow  In  1785,  the  Alloa  waggon  way  was  worn  out,  and 
required  to  be  renewed.  This  was  done  on  a  new  plan ;  and  it  is  now  acknow- 
ledged to  be  the  moft  complete  in  Britaaq.  A  defcription  of  it  may  therefore 
be  thought  tfcfnl. 

The  ileepers  ace  very  bisoad,  and  only  x8  indies  from  centre  to  centre.  A 
rail  of  foreign  fir,  4  inches  fquare,  is  pinned  down  to  them  ;  and  another  rail, 
•f  the  fame  dimenfioos,  is  laid  over  h,  anjl  the  whole  well  beat  up  in  good  day ; 
on  the  top  of  the  upper  rail  is  bud  a  bar  of  malleable  iron,  of  x|  inches  breadth* 
aod  nearly  fix-8ths  thick.  The  waggons  have  caft  iron  wheels,  %j\  inches  diamc« 
ter,  and  are  fnppofed  to  weigh  altogether  about  a  ton.  A  waggon  carries  30  cwt. 
of  coals,  and  3  waggons  are  linked  together  by  chains;  fo  that  X  horie  draws 
4}  tons  of  coal  at  once ;  and  the  dedivity  of  the  way  Is  fo  gentle,  that  the  fame 
borfe  draws  with  eafe  the  3  empty  waggons  back  to  the  coal-bin.  The  advan- 
tage of  putting  the  weight  into  3  waggons,  in  place  of  x,  is*  very  confiderable : 
They  are  eaiier  to  fiQ  and  empty ;  and  the  throwing  the  weight  over  a  greater 
fnrfaoe,  does  lefs  damage  to  the  waggon  way,  and' is  Itkewife  eafier  for  the 
boife'  as  it  b  well  known,  that  almoft  the  only  firefs  a  horfe  has,  on  a  good 
waggon  way,  is  in  the  fiHl  ftarting  of  the  waggon ;  therefore,  if  the  whole  4i 
tons  were  p«e  into  one  waggon,  the  dafficvlty  would  be  great ;  but  as  the  wag<« 

gonsi 
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The  large  eoal  fent  to  fiea  i$  fold  at  the  (bare,  from  8c.  6J. 
to  99.  per  cbaldtr,  of  30  cwt.  The  imallcr  coals,  which  sre 
called  cbawif  are  fold  on  the  coal-hill,  for  13d.  p«r  cart  f  of 
6  cwt. — The  coal  of  the  barony  of  Alloa  is  thouf ht  to  be  the 
(artheft  weft  of  any  coal  north  of  the  Forth.— The  coUien 
prefer  working  in  the  night  time  ;  fome  go  into  the  pts  be- 
tween 8  and  9,  and  others  again  later.  Thofe  who  are  anjdoas, 
on  any  particular  occafion,  to  draw  a  large  fum  on  the  Sarar- 
day,  Goattnoe  a  very  long  time  at  Atu  work :  The  nfaal  ttice 
is  from  10  to  zi  hours.  The  men  are,  in  general,  rather  of 
a  low  ftature,  though  there  are  fome  of  them  6  feet.  Manj 
of  the  young  women  are  pretty.  On  Sundays  and  holidajs, 
both  men  and  .women  are  clean  and  neatly  drcifed.     They  eat 

confidcrablj 


goBs,  vbea  ftandjog  ftiU,  are  dofe  !•  oac  aootbcr,  mi  ibc  cUattte  lisk 
tbean  tofether  are  a  feet  long,  the  horfe  has  only  jo  cwt.  of  coab  to  p«t  in  xso- 
tioo ;  for»  when  he  (brts  the  firil  waggon,  the  impetiu  of  it,  if  it  doca  sot  ac- 
tually mofe,  at  Icaft  greatly  affifta  in  moving  the  fiecond  and  third.  The  iA 
czpcnce  of  making  this  kind  of  waggon  way,  ia  nndouhtcdly  greac«  hcicg  a: 
lead  loa.  per  running  yard ;  yet  the  proprietor  haa  been  long  ago  reimhsr^ 
and  is  a  confiderable  gainer ;  for  although  this  road  has  been  made  thde  6  yors, 
it  has  rcqoircd  no  repajr  worth  mentioning,  and  it  is  now  near  as  good  as  vhcs 
firft  laid. 

f  About  55  years  ago,  this  kind  rf  coal  wis  fold  for  6d«  The  frke  hti 
rifen  gradually  as  the  demand  haa  incrcafcd.  The  confumpttoo  of  coal  ip  Scctlaad 
is  confiderably  greater  than  formerly;  which  is  probably  owing,  in  fome  mcafvc, 
to  the  improTcmenu  of  agriculture,  $u,  the  country  people  having  learnt  to 
eftimate  the  value  of  their  time ;  and,  by  calculating  how  much  is  confumfd  h 
making  peats,  th^r  find,  th«t  coals,  though  brought  from  a  great  diitaacr, 
is  a  cheaper,  as  well  as  a  plealantcr  fneU-»Thc  cffcd  that  any  9xttsmdhury  4- 
tre/4  in  the  counuy  has,  on  the  (ale  of  coaly  is  very  evident.  On  the  Ihock  thr 
credit  received,  by  the  great  failnres  ia  1772,  the  file  of  eoals,  at  thai  pmt,  £s> 
niflied  one  third;  and  it  waa  4  years  before  the  ufoal  demand  took  place  :  Ar- 
the  confeqoenccs  of  the  milcrabk  crop  ia  I78aa  wert  fdt,  pretty  nearly  is  ts: 
fame  manner,  in  X783. 
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confiderably  more  meat  tham  otbef  labourers,  and  are«  on  the 
v^hole,  a'happj  race  of  ptof^.  Thej  ar6  generaDy  health j  ; 
few  of  them,  however,  ^i>rk  at  the  coal  wall  after  63  years 
of  age;  but  they  are  able  to  do  (ome  eafy  work  below  ground, 
for  many  years  after  that  time  of  li£e»  The  women  Kve 
longer  than  the  mep. 

The  following  tables  may  be  depended  on  as  partwularly 
exad.  The  account  of  die  brrths  and  burials  are  taken  £r5m 
the  books  of  the  coUief 's  fdhd. 
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Shewing  the  Mumhir  of  MALES  and  F£MAL£S  in  the 
CoiXIEJtr  0/ 4LL0Af  atoll  Ages^  in  1780. 
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TABLE    IV* 


Si^mMg  the  Numbers  of  BlRTBS  and  BURIALS^  in  ibe 
COLUEUr  ofALUA^  during  the  fallowing  Tears*. 
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Some  of  Che  colliers  h«ve  left  the  work  between  the  yean 
X780  and  1791*  and  Jierhaps  a  few  hare  come  into  it ;  but 
the  variations  are  certainly  not  greater,  than  what  happens  ia 
moft  pariihesi  which  hare  the  bmt  namher  of  fouls.  The  in* 
creafct  by  the  above  tables,  is  3  and  6-xoths  per  annum ; 

W&ich,  in  X  X  yem,  amounu  to  S9.6-xotht.  1  Mumber  hynomentioii  5  X4.^xoc]» 
rtnX7S09     •       -    47^  $  ■    inx79X,     -    5»o 

Diffcrenpe,      -       5w«-xochib 


MnntffaSttreStr—Vormtrly  this  pariih  was  famous  for  xna« 
unfiifturing  tobacco  $  but  it  is  long  fince  it  loft  its  reputa- 
tion for  that  article ;  although  there  is  flill  a  little  fnuff  made 
here.  For  a  long  time  the  camblet  branch  took  the  lead,  and 
Was  confidered  as  the  ftaple  manufodure.  It  is  in  the  neigh« 
bourhood  o£  the  wool  of  the  Ochils  j  and  the  young  people 

were 

«MiB.  f^abmtbitperUdtiert  vsi  wufiUhM^  vfbiAUmt  tOmmHtt  •ft 
giiier  U  the  births  §r  burhd. 
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^  wooHeo  branches,  in  the  village  of  TuUibodj.  The  inha- 
bitants of  all  the  villagesi  at  the  foot  of  the  Ochils,  are  difpoled 
to  the  like  emplojments ;  and,  from  (heir  loiig  and  earlj  ha« 
bits,  tbefe  fiations  £eem  proper  for  icconding  the  efforts  of  the 
woolUn  manufadnrerv. 

The  Untn  nanufadures,  of  every  denomination,  carried  tv^ 
bere,  are  moftly  for  home  confumption,  and  generally  accords 
ing  to  the  talle  and  fancy  of  private  families.— Of  late,  piujiim 
]oom«,  with  fly  fliuttles,  have  been  fet  up,  and  do  a  great  desijl 
of  bufinele.  The  webs  are  fent,  ready  warped,  from  Glafgow, 
and  the  doth  is  returned.  Eight  or  xo  looms  are  already  em- 
ployed, apd  there  is  a  demand  for  ao  more ;  as  there  feems  to 
be  here,  ^%  well  as  in  other  places,  a  growing  fpirjt  for  thefis 
cotton  branches. 

A  Foundery^  upon  a  fmall  fcale,  has  been  for  fome  time 
eftablifbed  here.  The  metal  was  generally  brought  from 
Garron,  and  eoaployment  given  in  cafting  waggon  wheelSf 
pots  of  different  &zes,  and  other  (mall  articles  in  that  way, 
—There  are  a  few  nailers  here,  and  manufaAurers  of  other 
branches  of  iron  work,  *  for  the  (hipping — ^There  is  a  very 
ingenious  man,  who  makes  large  porubh  Ji/I-jards  for  weigh- 
ing cattle,  carts,  &c.  He  has  been  employed  at  Dundee  and 
Greenock,  for  ereAing  public  ones,  which  have  given  great 
fatisfa&ion  ^  and  the  demand  for  them  feems  to  be  iacreitfing. 
—-There  are  a  few  rope-maiers  here.  There  are  likewife  fome 
good  Wrights  f  (carpenters),  in  all  branches. — ^There  is  zjbip^ 

builder, 

*  The  late  Earl  of  Marr  was  very  tffiduons  in  procniiog  the  beft  tndef- 
men  to  fettle  at  AUoa.  There  was  a  remarkable  good  iinith  then  fiaed  here. 
Still^ardi  and  Uams  wete  panicularly  well  executed.  Ever  fince  hit  time,  there 
bas  been  a  fucccflion  of  good  hands  in  that  branch. 

f  There  Is  a  native,  a  cabinet-maker,  who  returned  here,  (whete  he  hat  a 
fiaull  property),  about  24  years  ago,  after  having  been  long  ao  London.    He 

was 
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hnUir^  who  betn  a  veij  good  chanAeTt  and  lias  a  toy  in* 
genioiis  joiing  man,  a  fon,  breeding  under  him. 

Marieis,  Pricft  of  Frtmfioms^  \ic. — ^There  are  4  flated 
aonnal  fairs  in  Alloa,  tIz.  on  the  fecond  Wednefilajs  of  Feb- 
niafy,  Maj,  Anguft  and  November ;  and  a  weeklj  markets, 
00  Wedaefiiaj  and  Saturday.  The  manner  of  IxFing,  of  all 
yanks  of  people  in  Scotland,  is  confiderably  changed  ifithin 
tbcfe  30  years.  *  In  1763,  there  were  bat  4  bakers  in  Afloa^ 
9  of  whom  had  but  little  employment :  There  are  now  14. 
Some  of  them  carry  on  a  pretty  eztenfive  trade.  The  mode  of 
ItTing,  probably,  has  more  afieAed  the  wages  of  labonrers, 
Ccc.  than  the  price  of  grain,  though  that  muft  have  fome  in* 
floence  on  them.  In  order  to  jodge  of  diis,  the  following 
prices  of  the  fiars  art  given.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that 
there  is  not  {bme  fnch  method  fallen  00,  to  record  the  prices 
of  meat,  &c.  at  4  different  times  of  the  year : 

Min-LOrBlAN 

wat  recksoed  one  of  die  beft  jouyacymco  there.  Aod  it  dcferret  to  be  oes* 
tiooedt  thst  in  one  of  the  firft  Ihops  in  London,  where  80  hands  were  emploTcdy 
3  of  the  Terj  heft  were  born  in  thii  panih.  And  a  yopng  man,  who  fcrved  hti 
apprcnticeflilp  with  the  above  mentioned  cabinet-miker  here,  is  now  ioretiaa  m 
a  very  priadpal  cabinet  wirchoiife  in  London. 
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ftltliough  many  fatmers  engage  women  to  (hear  (reap)  for 
them  in  harveft  ;  but  then  they  are  engaged  by  the  day,  or 
half  day,  accotding  as  they  are  employed.  Almoft  any  num- 
Iber  can  be  got,  at  a  fliort  notice,  from  the  town  of  Alloa;  and 
it  is  no  uncommon  fight  to  fee  60,  80,  or  100  reapers  in  one 
field.  Of  late,  there  have  been  undertakers  for  cutting  down 
a  farmer*9  crop,  at  5s.,  5s.  6d.,  or  6s.  per  acre,  according  to 
the  apparent  eafe  or  difficulty  of  the  work. 

foot. — The  number  of  poor,  who  were  formerly  obliged 
to  accept  of  conftant  affiftance,  was  but  few,  while  thofe  who 
flood  in  need  of  occafional  aid  were  numerous  ;  and  yet  the 
kitk-feffion\  befides  paying  for  the  education  of  many  young 
people,  have  been  able  to  lay  up  money  agaiaft  any  uncom- 
mon calamity* 

4  K  2  An 

*  The  Logiibture,  iii  f597,piaced  the  care  of  tKe  poor  m  the  Kmx-SBssioy , 
^hlch  it  an  ecclefiaftical  court.  Tbejr  have  efteemed  thi»  a  moft  important 
iruft ;  and  have  accordingly  regarded  it  as  their  duty,  to  be  perfe^ly  well  ac« 
qoainted  with  the  fituation  and  difpoiitioOi  of  thofe  who  apply  or  relief;  and 
nffifted  them  in  proportion,  from  the  coUedlionB  made  at  the  church  doois,  and 
other  imaU  dues  payable  to  the  feflion ;  which  were,  for  the  moft  part,  found 
foffident  for  the  purpofe.  Under  fuch  attentive  and  careful  management,  the 
ad,  1671,  was,  for  the  moft  part,  found  uanecelTary  ;  and  therefore,  it  is  believed, 
WM  never  put  in  praAice  in  any  parifti,  until  the  hard  winter  of  1740.  By  this 
ad,  *'  the  heritors,  minifters  and  elders  of  every  parifli,  were  required  to  make 
**  a  lift  of  all  the  poor  within  the  pariih,  to  liquidate  a  yearly  fum  for  their 
**  maintenance ;  the  one  half  ro  be  paid  by  the  heritors,  the  other  half  by  the 
**  other  houfeholders.*'  In  Z74C ,  fome  counties  and  particular  pariihes,  in  order  to 
oblige  abfcnt  heritors,  to  contribute  their  (hare  towards  aftlfting  the  poor  in  their 
dsfirefs,  began  to  enforce  it ;  and  moft  of  them  have  ever  (ince  followed  that 
method,  although  it  has  brought  on  fome  few  difputes  about  fettlements,  and 
other  dilagreeable  ctrcumflances  att«ndant  on  all  rates.  But  the  greater  part  of 
the  country  moft  happily  continued  to  intruft  the  management  of  the  poor  to  the 
lcirk«refli<in ;  and  it  may  therefore  be  faiily  prefumed,  that  moft  of  the  kirk* 
Csffioos  m  Scotland  have  been  as  attentive  to  this  important  (art  of  their  duty, 
M  the  fcffion  of  this  panlh ;  who  have  executed  their  truft,  for  this  century  paft, 
moft  ^thfiilly  and  jndicioully. 
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.  The  account  of  the  poor,  from  which  this  abftra£l  is  taken, 
idTords  many  particulars  worthj  of  obfervation  ;  but  it  is  too  ' 
voluminous  for  this  work.  In  generalt  the  number  of  poor 
feems  to  have  increafed,  when  the  price  of  meal  was  high ; 
but  although  the  price  was  foon  reduced,  it  was  a  or  3  years 
befbre  the  numbers  returned  to  the  connnon  average ;  and  in 
fome  years  the  poor  were  numerous,  although  the  price  of 
meal  was  moderate. 

The  oolledioQ3  at  the  church  doors  prove  the  propriety  of 
that  method  of  gathering  alms.  The  diminution  that  began 
to  take  place  in  them  about  1734,  was  probably  occafionedby 
the  feceffion  from  the  church,  as  the  colledion  at  the  meeting- 
houfe  was  never  taken,  (although  the  law  would  have  alloWcd 
this  to  be  done),  the  funds  muft  confcqueotly  have  fuffered. 
The  affifiance  given  to  the  paupers,  on  the  ordinary  lift,  ia 
2 691,  was  x6d.  per  month.  This,  at  firft  view,  will  appear 
.yery  inadequate  k  Aod  yet  there  is  no  tradition  of  the  poor 
having  been  neglefiedt  or  of  their  fufferbg  greater  diftrefs  than 
at  prefenc  About  the  year  1720,  a  greater  allowance  was 
given  in  ^e^^traordioaiT  cafes  %  but  the  z6d.  per  month  ftill 
continued  the  ufiial  affiftance  till  1776,  when  applications 
for  af&ftance  from  the  kirk*-fel&on  became  more  frequent  and 
preffing  ;  fo  that  the  minifter  was  induced  to  apply  to  the  he«. 
ritors,  and  the  reft  of  the  parifliioners,  for  ibme  enlargement 
of  the  funds,  and  ga  aid  to  prevent  ftrolling  beggars  from 
preying  on  the  parifli;  when  an  annual  contribution  was 
cheerfully  agreed  to,  and  liberally  fubfcribed  for.  Moft  of 
the  oocafional  poor,  at  that  time,  were  thought  proper  objeds 
CO  be  put  <m  the  ordinary  lift.  Such  of  the  poor  as  are  put 
on  the  ordinary  lift,  are  obliged  to  fub(cribe  a  writing,  mak^ 
ing  over  to  the  heritors,  and  kirk-feflion,  all  their  little  clothes 
and  moveables,  which,  at  their  death,  are  fold  for  the  increafe 
of  iJu:  f oqd.    This  is  intended  to  cut  off  all  improper  appli« 
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63  o  St  a  li/iical  Account 

cations  for  charitj  from  thofe  wlio  can  fupport  themfdves* 
Thofc«  whofe  diftrcfs  or  misfurf unes  reqaire  the  pablic  ^, 
are  put  on  the  occafional  (or  temporary)  lift ;  and  rcmaia 
longer  or  (horter  according  to  their  diflrefs. 

This  fund  is  managed  bj  a  committee  of  the  fobfaibers, 
chofen  every  half  year,  hj  the  heritors  and  ktrk»feffion  :  At 
the  fame  time,  every  contriboter  is  welcome  to  attend  the 
monthly  meetings,  and  to  give  information  or  advice.  Tne 
rr^nkr  c^re  and  attention,  chat  has  been  paid  by  the  com* 
mittei^y  will  be  fecn  by  the  fubjoined  table. 
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^3^  111  Statj/licai  Account 

The  ufaal  allowaiice  given  to  %  paoper,  on  the  orduMrjr 
Itftt  is  3S*  per  month.  This  aOowtnce,  though  it  may  appear 
fcantj  to  Aich  as  have  never  thought  on  the  Inbjefty  is  r»> 
ther  ample,  when  compared  with  that  given  in  x69X.  Meal 
was  then  almoft  the  only  food  of  the  poor ;  and  the  price  of 
sty  taken  on  an  average  of  aj  years,  was,  by  the  Mid-Loduan 
£ars,  lis,  per  boll,  or  8rVd«*  per  peck.  The  wages  of  a  bu 
bonrer  wu  then  from  sd.  to  6d.  per  day.  They  now  get 
from  lod.  to  is. ;  and  in  all  probability  they  get  moce  con* 
ftant  employment ;  and  the  price  of  meal,  by  the  fame  fiais 
nnd  average,^is  X4S,  3^.  per  boll,  or  xoAd.  per  peck.  Nor 
do  the  poor  any  longer  depend  folriy  on  meal  for  their  food* 
s»  that  moft  agreeable  and  nouriflung  root,  the  poaatoc^  is 
cveiy  where  raifed  in  great  quantities,  and  is  happily  become 
the  **  fnfienance  of  the  poor,  and  luxary  of  the  rich*."  The 
sncdiom  price  of  it  here  is  from  4d.  to  4Ad.  per  peck* 
weighing  full  ao  lb.  Dutch  weight,  about  equal  to  ai|  lb. 
avoirdupois.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  however,  that  this  bleffing 
does  not  leflen  the  number  of  applications  for  aid  from  the 
parifii :  On  the  contrary^  they  are  becoming  more  frequent  \ 
and  receiving  parilh  aiQftanpe  is  no  longer  Icoked  on,  by  the 
poor  tbemfelves,  or  eiien  their  relations,  with  tbitt  horror  it 
was  formerly.  When  the  receiving  parifli  fupply  comes  to 
be  regarded  as  a  common  occurrence,  it  is  obvious,  that  the 
poor^s rates  f  will  bect)me  general  in  Scotland, unlefs  thegteateft 
attention  is  paid  by  all  ranks  of  people  to  prevent  it.  The 
management  of  the  poor  is  a  moft  difficult  bufineis.  It  is  cer« 
tainly  <he  wilh  of  every  benevolent  perfon,  to  relieve  their 
wants  as  far  as  poffible  ;  but  to  eftablifli  rates,  is  creating  a 
hnrden  on  the  induftrions,  without  giving  relief  to  the  pauper. 

CSmmte, 

•  Vide  SoBcrvffle*!  Fable  of  the  Two  Spriftgi. 

t  The  law*  of  afieflinenc  for  the  nainteoance  of  the  pdor»  one  hav- 
>        ifif  boen  naxteiiallx  put  in  padia  in  Scodaod,   have  made  maar 


pf  ARoa.  6  jl 

•  CSmaiif  Difeafii  and  Ltmgmty^^^AXfStkou^  the  town  of 
ABoa  lies  low,  it  is  allowed  to  be  prettj  healtbj.  The  epide*' 
niad  difeafi»  of  ferersi  fmall  pox,.  &c.  cany  off  fewer  than 
in  the  iieighix)uriiig  paridiea.  Agues  are  now  fcarcelj  ever 
heard  of.  Its  fituation  by  the  fide  of  a  great  river^  wheie  the 
xegolar  flowing  of  the  tide  is  attendted  with  a  ftrong  carrent. 
Serves  to  purge  awaj  the  damps*  and  to  give  a  freihneis  and 
purity  to  the  air.    Though  it  is  not  remarkalde  for  the  loa^ 

gcvity 

people  imigbe  thit  there'are  do  bwt  eztiat  concerning  that  part  of  the  police. 
The  Ml  it«  that  thef  are  very  fimilar  to  thofe  of  Eag^land  (vide  Dr.  MTaelaiiV 
Imfmrin  itnurmimg  the  Fmt)^  and  difler  only  in  a  few  poinU,  fuck  at  an  inat- 
teiti««  tesder  may  conclude  are  of  ao  great  confeqdeace;  and  yet  thofe  little 
4i*cfeDeea  have  probably  prerented  the  burden,  from  becoming  at  heavy,  in  thofe 
j^tof  Scothmd,  where  the  poor*t  faiwt  are  enforced,  arthey  are  in  England. 

The  Hrk^efmt^  being  a  corporate  body,  are  joined  with  the  heritors,  at  the 
adminiftraton  of  the  poor*t  fnodt.  Tht  mimftr  and  trtrfunr  generally  know 
tbe  circvfliifauicetiand  charader,  of  every  individual  that  applies  to  them ;  and,  bf 
ennftant  attention,  become  perfed  maftert  of  the  bulinefi,  and  pride  themfelvee 
on  eiecnting  their  truft  moft  fai^i^Uy*  Whereat  in  England,  the  church  war« 
dent>  and  overfecrt  'of  the  poor,  to  whom  thit  truft  it  committed,  are  chofen 
annually;  fo  that,  by  the  time  they  have  learned  the  bufinefi,  they  are  removed  ; 
and  whatever  good  regulations  they  any  have  made,  their  fucceflbn,  through 
ignoraDce,  or  deGgD«  either  alter  or  negleA  them.  Nor  can  it  be  fuppofcd, 
that  any  annual  office,  which,  though  very  troublefome  and  difagreeable,  it  not 
looked  on  in  the  moft  favourable  light,  will  be  attended  to  with  diligence  hj 
any  individual,  if  he  fees  little  chance  of  hit  beft  intentions  being  of  any  lervice; 
bnt,  it  it  more  than  probable,  he  will  endeavour  u>  p^  it  over,  with  at  little 
trouble  or  veiarion  at  pol&ble.  And  the  power  of  afleflineiit  liet  entirely  in  the 
church  wacdent  and  overfecrs^ ;  at  it  it  no  longer  conlidered,  that  the  concurrence 
ef  the  inhabitants,  for  making  a  rate,  it  at  aU  neceflary.  Though  the  law  requiret 
diat  the  overfeers,  &c.  fliould  Have  the  confent  of  ^wo  jafticet,  it  hat  become  a 
mere  matter  of  form ;  f  Ihr,  when  joftices  have  rcfufed  their  confent,  the  Cwtt 
df  King's  fiench  hat  oompelled  them  to  allow  the  rate.  But  in  Scotland,  the 
heritoni  muft  meet  with  the  kirk-fellion,  before  any  affclTmcnr  can  be  laid  o« 
die  pariih  ;  and  thit  obliget  them  (cfpecially  at  they  mu0  pay  one  half  of  the 
afiiBJlment),  to  be  attentive  to  the  management  of  the  poor*t  funds. 


632  Siatiftical  jiccoUHt 

gevitj  of  its  inhabiuntty  jet  there  are  not  vaatiog  nniij  m^ 
ftaaecs  of  loog  life*  Some  jean  ago,  a  nan,  in  the  laboor* 
ing  line  of  life,  died  at  the  age  of  loi.  Within  thefe  few- 
weeks,  an  old  foldier  died,  who,  from  his  age  in  the  mnfter 
loU  1746,  mnft  have  been  103.  A  woman  of  the  coDiesy 
died,  about  5  or  6  weeks  after  the  preceding  lilt  was  taken, 
aged  {^«  There  are  man  j  oU  people  on  the  poor's  roll ;  in 
particular  one  woman  pad  90.  There  are  5  men  and  5  wo-f 
men  now  living,  who  arc  pall  &0}  and  there  are  13  men,  and 
%o  women  pad  70  *• 

fopulaUdn. — ^The  follow  ing  tables  of  births  are  txtn&ei 
from  the  regifter  of  bapcilms  9  and  althcmgh  this  may  not  bo 

perfieffiy 

*  iTherc  It  an  intfaocc  of  loogevit  j,  wluch  is  too  remBrkaUe  to  be  paffed  ow 
imiioticcdt  Tis.  OiOROB  ABttcaoMBT,  £iq.  formerly  of  Toll»odt,  dow  o^ 
tKUcsriBLD,  who  it  a  natiTe  of  thti  partlh,  and  wu  born  in  the  year  xjoj. 
Motwithftanding  hit  gtetl  age,  he  i%  fiill  in  good  health,  and  enjoyt  life  and  the 
company  of  hit  friettdt  in  a  forprifiDg  manner.  He  it  in  perlefi  polleffi<m  of  all 
liit  facultiet ;  and  though  he  fometimet  complaint  of  hit  fight  and  hearing,  evi- 
dencct  the  fame  acutenef*  of  judgment,  that  difiingvilhcd  him  in  hb  younger 
yeart.  He  can  relate  fadt,  of  an  early  date,  with  great  accuracy,  and  ^'i^  them 
with  vncommon  Cigacity  to  prefent  occurrencet.  Thi«  defenring  old  gentle- 
man ii  greatly  refpc^d  by  all  hit  acquaintance,  and  hat  been  fingdlarly  (of 
tvnate  in  hit  family.  Hit  eldeft  fon,  GtNCaAL  ABtacaoniT  of  TuLLuonT, 
to  whom  he  bzi  made  over  bit  eibte  in  thit  paitfli,  now  commandt  part  of  the 
firitiih  forces  in  Holland.  Hit  Tecond  fon,  GiNaaAL  Sia  Roatar  AsaacnoM- 
BT,  it  governot  of  Bombay,  aud  commander  in  chief  of  the  forcet  in  BengaL 
Having  lately  commanded  one  of  the  armict  againft  Tirroo  Saib,  his  lllajd!y 
hat  rewarded  hit  fcrvi'cet,  by  creating  him  a  Knight  of  the  Bath.  Hit  third  fba 
it  Loan  AaeacaoMBT,  one  of  the  fenatort  of  the  Collc^*e  of  Joftice,  whofe  ap-^ 
pointmcnt  to  that  important  office  givet  general  latitfa^ion.  Hit  dan^tctt 
are  moll  refpcdably  married  ;  and,  wlut  it  flill  more,  he  feet  the  riling  gcocr»' 
tion  trading  in  the  footftept  of  the  former  :  Geoeraf  Abercromb\^t  eldeft  fon  is 
How  accompanying  Lord  Elgin  in  his  emt^alfy  :  Hit  fecond  it  a  captain  in  India : 
And  all  thit  iingular  profperaty,  t&e  worthy  old  gcntreaann  lives  to  fee,  to  emjof, 
and  TO  GivB  Goo  the  fbaisb. 
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^k^f  eta<a,  )ret  thert  is  no  ap^arahcl*,  that  ^i  pnii{Eot\9 
bf  ataj  one  period  differ  greatly  frdm  thofe  of  aoothbr ;  and  \t 
tnnlltebbftrved,  that  the  numtet  of  Bdjs  aScI  girU  ilre  near- 
Ij  e^tul.  The  progreflire  average  tnbre  xteadilj  paidta  biit 
the  riTe  atki  Fill*  than  tduld  be  Teen  frdm  a  codn^arifon  of  25 
jf^afsi  from  166^  to  1692^  with  tiie  Ikdie  number  bf  ytari, 
fn>di  i<^j  to  i?!?* 


FEMAttn,  ilk  tbff  P^tijb  of  ALVOA,   exti^dShi  fr^m  tiki 
jmbiic  Rigtfiir^  frOfk  the   Tear  1668  id   i^^^  i  ^h  a 
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•  ♦  The  dccrcafi  that  cppcafi ,  froirt  1 739  to  1 744.  wai  probably  owing  to  die 
Siccdcrs  ncglcAing  to  rcgift^r  their,  children*!  names.    We  arc  now  eDabk<)« 
from  the  Parliaat^ntary  Regi/tr  (which  is  kept  here  with  care),  tofunuOi  m  pretty 
corrcd  lift  i<^  8  ycara  (prccc&ig  179|»),  of  marriages  and  births.    A»  the  lifi» 
of  marriages  were  always  efteemed  piktey  eiad,  10  yeats  have  bceti  taken,  acd 
cotnpared  with  the  8  years  preceding:  179*,  which  we  call  the  Paarliamtmtary 
Mtgrjler^  from  its  being  kept  in^confequeoce  of  the  ad  of  parliament  in  1 784. 
The  amount  of  thefe  ao  years  is  8 76;  average,  43,  and  4  fifths. 
The  Amount  of  the  laft  8  years  is  349  i  aVerage,  43,  and  5  eighths. 
This  wonderful  coincidence  crakes  it  evident,  that  there  can  be  little  error. 
'The  birth%  in  8  year;,  i,%26;  average,  X53,  and  X  fourth. 
The  deaths,  in  ditto,       1,170;  average,  X46,  and  X  eighth. 
The  deaths  in  1787  are  reraarkubte  ;  no  lefs  than  149 ;  about  xco  of  wklch  werfl 
children,  carried  vfTby  the  fmall  pox«  Fevers  and  fluxes  proved  very  fiical  that  ycai* 
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Tlie  foUomog  tables  of  eimmeration  are  thought  to  be 
particmlarlj  ezad.  They  were  all  taken  by  the  faqie  man  ; 
who,  in  each  of  theoit  iet  down  the  names  of  every  head  of  a 
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49n  liipe  f^lfiT  the  (Jpioix.  It  W4s  M  ftrft  <>nlj  A  ^opok,  bOr 
lopging  tf  ihe;  n^rt  «{  BfttrrowftfiM^nrf^-  Tjie  piort  f  f  Ai)<i% 
imt  pdIjt  cHMnprcAltifd;^  ^^e  i^wq  pf  AUqA»  ^1  ^Ifo  |he  «:^«ks. 

nof^  on  t^o  iv>ffh  ii4«  pf  it^  riv^ri  Ainbt  PqniMvrt  or 
iPphinftpYve,  Hx)d  SgUi9t  M  th^  (mtbt  l»gPtb^r  with  ibe  Aim. 
qf  S^riifl^— Thp  A^it)9  ftn4  ¥^fffk  b?lpHgi«g  to  ttie.ppftt  by 
ibp, mivm latf Ij Qi94e» afUPHQt  tQ  llil  \hfiM t^no^ge  tp  7,^44 s 
for  the  oavigatiM  vbcr^^f  JW  «IW  VC  ei«{d^<ed#  Thc^ 
ilaple  trade  for  thefe  ihipt  is  coal.  Tlie  greateft  oumber  of 
t]io  vf fe^  Ax^  f q^pWyed  io  tl|e  poaft  H^fl*  Abftil(  iOtCLoo 
tppf  €^  pqaj  «fff  nimn^Uy  fc^ti  bom  |b^  port  ta  pltce^  ^ithw 
the  inib  of  f^nik,  and  to  piurts  19  thf  ^  M  Qprtb.  of  Scat* 
laiid.  The  MpotiCl  ^04  iiD{>pn  tvpdo  jb  «I^  c^4f fftUr  i  it  ia 
ciirne4  tp  9^i9A  iTMA  the  poria  pf  Dfopiarl^  Nprw^^*;  Qer. 

valce  vp  the  d€lSciciic7,.tlu^^  n^ghi  ba«9  lunVB^^i  4MI  ^  faW9f  9(  ef  tl^ 
samblct  tnde. 

The  enUrgepnefit  of  the  farms  wojUd  probably  b*ve  beea  g\ven,  at  a  principal 
reafoo  for  the  dimioutioo,  if  the  3  enumerftioos  had  not  proved,  that  the  country 
|iart  of  the  pari(h  at  leaA  was  not  decreaied.  The  largell  farm  was  let  between 
tha  peats  X7P4  and  li^x  aitdtbe  munbeea in  tbacoaati^  h4d  iacreafed ia  t hofe 
few  years  %%  fpuls.  Tl^  dimioutioQ  ia  pripcipalty  ip  the  town  of  AUoa,  ifhicH 
has  indeed  Lfcn  moft  rapid  an^  aftoniihing;  and  can  only  be  af  coyn^ed  for,  by  tha 
failvre  of  the  great  diftilleries  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  purchafcd  large  quan* 
cities  of  malt  made  in  (hit  town  ;  which  bufinels  employed  a  confiderable  num- 
^  of  hvtf't  in  ciirrving  it  en,  who  were  fsddenly  thrown  out  of  employment; 
and  macb  about  the  faip«  ^roe«  a  ^ttpn  work  iraifet  up  «t  I3^wai  vHicb  i«  n^ 
a^ove  ^o  OS  X9  miles  to  the  weft  ward  of  this  pariih ;  and  the  report,  of  their 
giving  great  en:c<ttragcment,  to  the  yovng  as  well  as  the  old,  probably  induced 
asany  10  eaiigiate  from  this  p«riib«  avd  thereby  has  occ^fioiifd  a  temporary  de- 
flreafe :  But  as  tU  collieries  and  other  braoch^^  of  tiadCf  are  in  a  irery  Aouiift* 
ia|  afsy»  it  is  probaU^  th^^  a  (kort  tim  will  replace  the  dcScknc), 


GicT^QARt's  .ralxiadoa  is  very  f^oaSl^  his  principal  propatf 
J jiog  itt  the  pariib  of  ClackaUiinan ;  hM  his  faotife:  and.  plea, 
fate  .grounds, -^mreia. this  psrilhy  and  he  fre^uegtlj .rnsfidcs 
amoag  us;  .  We  sm  idsrsys  mucb  indebied  to  his  ]«orddttp» 
.1  6r  his  advice  and  affiflance  when  in  the  coiintry •  .  Lord  A&vjty 
fcfiding  alwajr^  o^  of.  the-pariflit  givM  us opiy  the  benefit 
of  a  ready  and  cheerful  coocurrence,  with  every  mcafviFe.  pro- 
pofed  by  the  refiding  heritors.  All  thefe  gentlemen  hold  con« 
fideffaUe  property  id  other  parilbe^*  .The  valv^fd  MOt  is 
7,492!.  19s.  2d«  Scotch*.  The,  r<al  tent  is  prob^^ly  abciic 
4tOOoL  Sterling* 

'  PoHa. — ^The ^good oE the  place,  and  tbeadminiftration oijuji 
iUe^  are  in  th^  bands/of  his  Maje(ly!s  jnftkes  of  the,peacei  and 
*the-flieriff-depdte.^*  ^  There  is  only  one  iheriff-dcpu|e:for  this 
-and' the  neighbouring  county  of  Stirling.  He  appoints  his 
fufaftltutes;  and  one  conftantly  refides  here*,  who  keeps  his 
courts  in  this  town.  The  quarter  feffions,  and  other  :ig^euogs 
of  form,  either  by  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  or  (heriff,  are  held 
in  the  county  .town  iif.  Gkckmamlaa,  about  a 'mil^s  diftant. 
There  is  a  baron  bailie,  named  by  .the  pcoprietor  of  the  eftate 
A  of  Marr.  He  dbBGi4ea  on  petl^  offirnoes,  and  debts  not  exceed- 
ing 40^.;  and  feguhktes.the  ftenta  and  cefles,  and  othjrr  matters 
of  police  within  the  town  and  barony-«-Aci  admtr^fco^n  was 
formerly  kept  here,  in  virtue  of  a  commii&on  from  the  Lord 
Vice  Admiral  of  Scotland.  Tho  jurifdiftion  of  this  court 
extended  from  the  bridge  of  Stirling  to  Pettycur,  near  King- 
liom,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Forth,  and  from  Stirling  Bridge 
to  Higgin's  Neuck  on  the  fouth.  For  fome  time  pad,  no  de- 
putation  has  been  grapted,.  and  of  courfe  no  court  kept.  The 
ivaot  of  an  admiral  court  has  been  complaioed''of,.as  a  very 
material  grievance.  For  want  of  this,  every  little  trifling 
difpute,  which  happens  at  the  port,  mud  be  carried  before  the 

Admiralty 


^4t>  iiatyUta  AtiMMt 

Admiitl^  Coort  tt  £aisbiugh,  tt  a  vvrjr  imi/kmUt  tstfmmct. 
flciUst  A  ■v»ll  brMw  injwrf  fatrnt  Ukelfio  vife,  ftom  thb 
Ihipttaft^ti  ttftihg  \Mkr  bdlaft  into  the  rtver«  witiKmm^ 
OMit  t»  cbetk  thtm ;  whUb^  in  praeeb  •£  ddite,  a«ft  iater« 
fiipt  the  nATigttioti)  and  tmrt  the  pvMk  U  Weil  es  ibdiridib. 
It  is  thotlght,  thet  ta  admiral  «Mrt  Would  i^esdiif  pitt  m  ftap 
tDtbi«codipIaiftt« 


Sh^icfM^  ift^^^AH  kinds  of  perCMsl  Tenrioes  from  i 
jftaj  bt  ^sid  to  be  atolilhed,  as  thoCs  oa  thd  eftate  o£  TitQi-^ 
body  are  feldom  or  never  exaAed  *•  The  feaers  ift  tbt  eewii 
are  obliged  to  turn  out,  in  cafe  of  any  accident  at  the  dam-* 
head  dt  t}artmom«  die*  This  eaanor  Wdl  be  looked  6a  as  a 
gieat  hardlktt>«  as  asoft  of  the  ph>perty  wOaU  be  oonfideiaUj 
i^^td  %f  any  inondatioa.  The  fiuaO^  of  -MAalt  were  fioud 
by  the  CoOrt  of  Seffion,  after  a  long  Utigatiocit  to  bare  a  right 
to  dipaw  enftt>m  fot  goods  psfliog  through  t&c  town#  as  tbc|r 
weie  oUiged  to  keep  up  the  ftreets,  ftc. 

R&nds*^^Th4  ftatttte  labonr  lor  the  riMids,  is,  as  ia  other 
pineal  undet  the  diMfkiOH  of  the  jaftieea  of  the  peaee.  The 
eottet's  laboar  ii  eonvertcd  into  money,  and  fomettmes  tbe 
farmer's  oartisgeB.  Tbe  oootflty,  for  fomenme  paft,  has  beat 
aihttfed  with  fehedies  for  tnmpike  roSds  $  and  perhaps  this 
1is9  ocesfloM^  a  remifihefs  in  the  exafiaon  of  the  ftatnte  modu 
Owing  to  this«  and  the  many  heavy  eartisges  vrhik  Ibe  di(- 
lilleries  were  flouriiking,  the  roads  are  eaoeedingly  bad.    It 

is 


•  When  Mr.IsfHtNt  nlicttd  hh  tenanuof  tliethlrhi|;e,U  liidiiist)  16 Ksie 
dbii«  the  fine  with  cS«ii»ikyi««ftae  inth,  fh)ia  tlbe  brewos  In  tiM  bttwy  «l 
Alloa;  but  udkit  wm  in  fuch  a  nSmbcr  of  handii  and  chcfe  amtfimUtr  riia^ 
iDg,hc  found  it  impradiciblc.  The  brewers  firoogly  litigated  the  poiiis  aboec 
SO  yean  ago.    It  wai  at  length  decide!  oi  fiTovr  of  <h«  proprioor* 
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19  not  doubted  bat  that  fome  reform,  in  %  matter  Co  interefting 
to  the  public^  will  foon  take  place. 

Citrcif  \icn — The  church  of  Alloa  was  repaired  and  en- 
lal'gedin  1680,  by  virtue  of  a  commiflion  from  the  aTchblfhop 
of  St.  Andrews,     Its  length  is  65   feet,    exclufive  of  Mr. 
£rfkine*3  aifle  ;  and  the  breadth  30  feet,  befides  la  feet  of  ad« 
dition  to  the  iibrth*     At  the  weft  end  it  has  2  rows  of  gaU 
leries.   It  is  now  too  fmall  and  incommodious  for  the  numer* 
cus  inhabitants  of  this  parifli ;  for  it  is  ejtttremelj  crowded 
when  there  are  900  hearers,  which  is  often  the  cafe.     There 
have  been  many  deliberations  about  building  a  new  one,  for 
upwards  of  30  years  pad.     To  this  the  heritors  are  ftrongly 
encouraged,  by  a  donation  lately  made  of  i,iool.  by  Lady 
Charlotte  ErsRine*  ;  who  alfo  left  800I.  Sterling,  the  in- 
tereft  of  which  is  to  be  applied  for  an  afliftant  minifter,  whofe 
income  altogether  now  exeeeds  70!.  per  annum. — The  prefent 
church  has  a  good  appearance  to  the  feuth.     The  front  is  of 
hewn  ftone.     There  is  a  flatue  in  a  niche  of  St.  Mukgo, 
Vol.  VIII.  4  M  holding 

«  Thkram  berLadyfhip,(whi>  was  adaagfiter  of  CHAfttss  Earl  of  HopctoH^ 

•jid  widow  of  Thomas  Lord  EasKiHt,  fon  of  the  laft  Eaul  of  MARa}(^ge« 

ncroufly  bequeathed  for  feats  to  the  poor,  and  to  fuch  as  had  no  legal  rights  to 

amy.    The  latter,  however,  were  to  pay  a  modetale  rent  for  them ;  port  of 

which  fum  was  to  go  towards  angmenting  the  ftlary  of  the  afliftant  mtn;ftef« 

Many  years  ago,  an  aflUbot  minifter  was  eitaUiihed  here,  hy  «  donation  from 

Mr.  Jo  M  NaT  ON  a,  a  merchant  in  AUoa,who  left  ibme  honfes  in  the  town,  the  rent 

of  which,  with  the  intcreft  of  600L,  that  he  had  in  the  hands  of  a  company  of 

merchants  in  Glafgow,  to  be  applied  for  the  maintenance  of  an  afliilant  rainiilcr* 

The  company  was  diffoWed  miny  years  ago ;  and  the  6ocU  was  allowed  to  rf» 

main  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  pattners,  who  had  a  good  hod  eftate^  but  who 

uofortutiatcly  became  bankrupt  fome  yearit  afterwards,  and  the  whole  Win  la#, 

and  nothing  left  for  the  ailiftant  miuiUcr,  but  the  rents  of  the  bpufeAi   This  l^iTs 

was  replaced  by  the  worthy  Lady  Charlotte  EasKiJrx, 
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the  neighbouring  pariflies,  and  bjr  fuch  a  number  of  handd, 
as  makes  the  colleAion  of  it  both  very  dtfagreeable  and  diffi- 
cult. Mr.  Erlkine  has  relieved  both  the  minifter  and  tenants  of 
the  greateft  part  of  the  vicarage  on  his.  eftate.  The  glebe  is 
about  XX  Scotch  acres,  (very  nearij  equal  to  14  Englifh), 
of  fertile  ground*  Formerlj  it  was  over«run  with  weeds ;  but, 
\j  laying  it  down*  in  grafs,  and  pafturing,  it  now  yields  fine 
crops.  The  greateft  part  of  the  glebe  lies  clofe  to  the  town, 
and  the  remainder  very  near  it.  The  manfe,  which  was  re* 
paired  in  1776,  is  beautifully  fituatcd  at  the  head  of  John's 
Street,  and  has  a  garden  adjoining  of  about  half  an  acre. — B/ 
the  Earl  of  Mart's  forfeiture  in  171 5,  the  Crown  is  patron.--* 
There  is  an  Antiburgber  and  a  Burgher  meeting*houfe  in  the 
town,  both  well  attended,  and  the  people  are  much  improved  in 
the  civilities  of  life.  There  is  likewife  a  chapel  of  the  Scotch 
Epifcopal  churdi.  Their  number  is  fmall ;  but  they  have 
been  joined  by  (everal  of  the  glafs-houle  work  people,  whofe 

4  M  a  education 

Scotch,  for  commuoioD  elementt,  it  contlmied :  snd  71!.  js.  ad.  Scotch,  ▼icange, 
paid  as  ufe  ami  jtfCMt,  The  additional  1  chaldcrt  may  fecm  a  fmall  augmentation 
for  fo  large  a  parilh ;  but  the  converfion  of  the  money  into  grain  makes  it  con* 
fiderabk,  and  givet  a  fecariij  for  the  fiipend*t  rifing  with  the  other  neceflarieb  of 
life. 

At  the  Refonnatioo,  the  ftipenda  of  the  Proteftant  clergy  were  fixed,  to  be 
paid  at  the  rate  of  fo  many  chaideri  of  vidua),  (the  general  term  in  Scotland  for 
all  kinds  of  grain),  part  of  which  was  paid  in  kind,  and  part  in  money,  convert- 
ing the  chalder,  in  the  rich  counties,  at  lool.  Scotch  the  chaldcr,  and  at  8ol* 
Scotch  1^  the  leTs  fiertilc  ones.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted,  chat  the  whole  fti* 
pcnd  was  not  paid  in  viAnal;  as  by  that  meant  the  value  of  them  would  havip 
kept  pretty  nearly  an  equal  pace  with  the  value  of  eftates.  This  method  fliould 
now  be  abfolutely  fixed ;  o^  if,  from  local  fituations,  it  fliould  be  very  incon- 
venienc  to  the  clergy,  to  receive  the  whole  in  visual,  one  third  might  be  convert- 
ed into  money ;  and  the  value  of  the  bolls  fiiouUl  be  eftimatcd  by  an  avera^  | 
95  yean;  and  at  the  end  of  the  %$  yc^f'f  a  new  converfion  might  be  uken ;  Lut 
no  alteration  flionld  be  made,  unleis  the  price  of  vidual  (i.r,  th.  medium  price •£ 
^ley  and  malt),  differed  from  the  former  one  6d.  pence  per  boU. 
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education  leads  tbem  to  prefer  that  form  of  Worfldp.  Tke 
five  clergymeDy  who  are  in  town,  live  in  the  grcateft  hannooy 
and  good  intercourfe  with  one  another  fa 

Schools  and  Donaiions.m^Th^rt  is  a  numerous  and  4ouriiIi« 

log  fchool,  condttded  by  a  re&or  and  doBor^  (i.  e.  a  mafter  and 

ufiier),  both  of  whom'  have  very  good  apartments.     Tho 

redor  takes  boarders,  and  gives  them  every  private  afliftaace. 

The  pious  Lady  Charlotte.  £r8KIns  left  300L  Sterling  for 

educating  poor  children,  and  having  them  cathechifed  on  Sun« 

day  evenings  ;  whicb^  according  to  the  direAion  of  Mr.  £as« 

KiNE,  to  whofe  care  it  was  comBiitted,  has  been  begun,  and 

promifes  great  fuccefs,  under  the  direAion  of  the  doflor,  who 

aflembles  them,  with  all  who  choofe  to  attend  on  the  Sunday 

evenings.    This  meeting  the  minifters  occafionaUy  attend,  and 

snark  the  progrefa  of  the  young,  when  the  naoft  diligent  are 

rewarded  with  little  books*    Her  Ladyfhip  likewife  bequeath# 

ed  400 1.  towards  affifting  the  Ichools  of  the  colliery.    The 

charitable  donations  of  this  lady  ought  not  to  be  omitted  in 

this  place,  though  they  are  deeply  engraven  in  the  hearts  of 

many.     Children  of  aH  feds  have  accefs  tothe  benefit  of  thcfe 

fchools*  There  are  likewife  feveral  private  fchoob,  where  fome 

of  the  younger  and  poorer  fcholars  are  educated.   In  the  village 

of  Tullibody,  there  ib  a  numerous  fchool,  petroni^d  by  Gene* 

ral  ASERCROMBY.     In  the  colliery  there  are  two  fchools,  to 

accommodate  what  are  called  the  Uffcr  znd  Lower  Worh^  Le. 

the  Collyiand  and  JU/oa,    AU  thefe  fcbools  are  well  attended, 

and  promife  mnch  public  benefit. 

Mineral 
.     I 

I  f  Dr.  Jamfs  Fo«DTCt,  anthorof  the  Snaetu  H  Tating  0emem^  wai  lafi  mini- 
fib' of  tbb  panih.  He  was  admitted  in  Odobcr  175  3,  and  wept  to  i<osdoo  JM 
t:6o«  when  h^  w^facceeded  hy  the  prefcDt  incumbent. 
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'  Mm&al  Wmttri  and  Fqfils.'^Thtrt  Are  tnnLAj  ipringt, 
fironglj  impregnated  with  fteel.  Oae  of  them  is  within  the 
houfe  of  Alloft  $  but  it  is  not  known  that  any  of  them  have 
been  fufficiently  analyfed,  to  fpeak  of  their  cffeds*  There  axe 
Tarions  quarries  in  the  parifh  ;  fome  very  indiSiertnt,  a  tew 
very  good*  One  of  them  has  been  wrought  upwaids  of  100 
years.  It  is  a  remarkably  good  ftone  in  every  particular,  ez«* 
cepting  the  colour^  which  is  a  faint  red ;  but  it  ^ndures  all 
kinds  of  fatigue.  A  very  great  quantity  has  been  made  ufe 
of,  although  it  lies  very  deep  in  the  earth,  and  of  coorfe  is  e%^ 
penfive  to  work.  There  is  another  quarry  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  pariih^  of  a  good  quality*  and  uncommonly  white.  There 
are  feams  of  coal  undemeath  each  of  thefe  quarries.  There 
is  a  field  of  yellow  clay,  or  ochre,  excellently  adapted  for  fine 
bricks.  It  fometimes  fupplies  the  place  of  liaie  on  the  out* 
fides  of  faoufes ;  but  its  various  qualities  have  not  yet  been 
efcertained. 

Wttd  jfnimals^'^The  wild  animals  ate  the  fame  aa  are  com* 
inon  to  all  the  Low  Country  :  bares,  rabbits,  Cozes,  badgers^ 
ottftt%^  foumarts,  or  polecats,  znd  Jtoats,  or  ermines.  Thefe  left 
are  very  rare.  There  are  no  wildcats.  The  birds  mofi  numerous 
ere  partridges.  Some  few  quails  and  land  rails  are  fometimes 
feen  in  autumn ;  but  they  are  abundant  in  the  breeding  fea- 
fon.  The  whiftiing  or  grey  plovers  alight  ibmetimes  oa  the 
high  grounds  in  fpring,  and  likewife  the  dotterels,  both  on 
their  way  to  the  Ochils.  The  bittern  is  become  very  fcarce. 
Curlews  frequent  the  fide  of  the  Forth.  There  are  few  herons 
that  breed  here.  There  are  thruflxes,  blackbirds,  woodlarks, 
bull  finches,  and  all  the  finch  tribe;  iky  larks,  buntings,  yel- 
low hammers,  and  waterwagtailsy  white  and  yellow  jin  fuirmer, 
ftone-chattciers,  and  various  kinds  o^  fwallows;  in  winterf  the 
ieveral  kinds  of  fieldfiires,  woodcocks  and  fi»pes,  and  ibme- 

times 
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times  Ciow  birds.  The  lapwing,  or  green  pkyver,  breeds  on  tbe 
high  groaods;  but  as  cutlivation  advances,  their  numbers  vi* 
fiblydecreafe*  The  hoodj,  or  Rojfton  crow,  breeds  here.  Jack- 
daws, crows,  magpies  and  ravens  are  often  feen,  bat  do  not 
breed.  There  are  alfo  hawks,  kings-fifliers,  ikndlarks,  water 
crows,  and  feme  few  of  the  long  eared  bats,  owls  and  fcrecch 
owls. 

jtmiifwuiis^^'^AhQJxt  a  mile  eaft  of  the  town,  there  is  a 
hrge  upright  ftone,  7  feet  4  inches  above  the  furface  of  the 
ground.  It  is  three  feet  broad,  and  thought  to  be  verj  deep 
in  the  earth.  The  old  people  ufe  to  fpeak  of  the  figure  of  a 
man  on  horfeback,  which  thej  had  feen  on  it.  If  anj  thiag 
of  that  kind,  or  letters  (as  it  is  faid),  have  been  formerlj  ob« 
ferved,  they  are  now  totally  efifaced  *• 

jfncient  Families  and  Emittent  Per/ens^^JThere  are  no  £u 
milies  of  any  confcquence  now  exifting,  which  were  originally 
of  this  parifli.  The  branch  of  the  AnaRCRoiiBiES,  which  iet« 
tied  at  Tullibody  towards  the  end  of  laft  century,  are  defcend* 
ed  from  the  family  of  Birkenboig  in  Banff-ihire,  where  it  has 
been  long  eftabliflied. 

The  Lords  Cathcart  only  made  this  the  feat  of  their  re* 
fidence,  upon  parting  with  the  great  eiiate  and  beautiful  place 
of  Auchincruive,  which  they  po&fTed  for  ages  in  Ayr4kire. 

Their 

•  When  the  aditcent  fann  tvmt  cndofiog^  vpwardt  of  so  yean  afo,  a  ditdi 
wat  made  clofe  to  the  ftone,  when  manf  human  boDca  were  diicoTcred ;  vhkh 
proves,  that  a  battla  or  ikirmifli  had  Tone  time  or  other  takes  place  near  that 
fpot ;  and  prohably  fome  man  of  eminence  wu  huried  hard  by,  as  it  wat  a 
common  pradice  of  the  Pi6^t  on  fuch  occafioni.  There  are  two  ftones  rcfem- 
Ming  thif  one,  in  the  neighbour^  pariib  of  Alva,  at  no  great  difiance  from  the 
church,  but  not  clofe  to  one  another.  They  are  both  near  tbe  foot  of  the 
CcbiU 
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Thdr  pofTeffioiM  in  this,  and  the  adjoining  pariihes,  defcended- 
to  the  late  Lord  Cathcart  from  his  grandniocher  Ladj  Skaw  \ 
whofe  hu^and  had  purchafed  them,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
centarjv  at  a  judicial  {ale,  from  the  Braces  of  Clackmannan. 

Neither  can  the  Erskxvcs  be  faid  to  be  originalljr  of  this 
parifh^although  thej  got  the  lands,  which  they  are  now  pofleiTed 
o^  in  the  reign  df  King  Robert  Bruce.  They  were  originalljr. 
fettled  in  Renfcewlhire.  They  fucceeded  by  a  female,  in  1461, 
to  the  earldom  of  Marr  ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  year  x  j;6x 
that  they  got  poffiriBon  of  it.  It  was  at  that  time  declared  ia 
parliament,  that,  in  juftice,  the  earldom  of  Marr  belonged  to 
JoUK  Lord  £Rsxiiric,  who,  in  the  year  157I9  was  elefted  re- 
gent of  Scotlind,  on  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Lennox.  .  How 
honourably  he  filled  that  troublefome  ftatiQu,  is  recorded  bj 
all  our  hiftorians*.  Unfortunately  he  was  cut  off  by  a  fudden 
death.  The  famous  G£ORG£  Buchanan  has  celebrated  his 
virtues  in  an  elegant  epitaph. 

Thefe  matters,   however,  belong  rather  to  hijiory  than  to  a 

Jlatiflical  account ;  but  it  would  be  improper  to  omit  men« 

tioning  the  lad  Earl  of  Marr,  who  had  a  great  turn  for  em- 

belliihing  the  country.    Lord  Hadington,  in  his  T^natift 

on 

*  The  frailly  of  Crskine  have  often  been  honoured  with  having  their  infant 
IbTereijtDt  intm'^ed  to  their  care,  (particnlarlj  King  James  V.  the  unfortunate 
Queen  Mart,  James  VI.  and  his  fon  Prince  HENRT),whichfacredtruft  they  moft 
Iktthfany  difcharged.  They  have  fome  curious  papers  reiative  to  thofe  tranf- 
aAions.«>The  regent's  fon  was  brought  up  with  King  James  VI.  Me  was  ap- 
pointed '^baflador  to  England  a  fhort  time  before  Elizabeth's  death.  The  am- 
baffador's  prefent  is  ftill  preferred  in  the  family :  It  is  a  bafon  and  ewer,  re- 
markable for  iu  workmanfliip,  and  the  elegance  of  its  Ihape.  Lord  Marr,  ia  hit 
cmbafly,  u  fuppofed  to  have  contributed  towards  the  peaceable  acceflion  of  King 
James  to  the  throne  of  England.  The  Duke  qf  Svllt  mentions  him  in  hit 
memoirs,  and  calls  him  his  friend.  On  the  Duke's  return  to  France,  the  famout 
Henry  IV.  wrote  a  letter  to  Liord  Marr,  which  is  ftiU  prefer ved  la  the  archivet 
•f  the  family.  ^ 

\ 
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which  tdees  nodoe  of  the  itoprovexnents  of  the  metropoliSt 
that  have  been  fince  carried  intoexecutiofi,  and  which  defences' 
to  be  more  generally  known. 

The 

*  Potter-Row,  and  from  thenoe  to  Brifto  Street,  and  by  tbd  hwA.  of  the  will 

*  at  Hcrrlot*t  Hofpital,  there  are  fine  fltaationt  for  hotifet  add  gardens^   There 

*  wodd  be  fine  avennea  to  the  town,  and  ontlett  from  it  for  airing,  walkiagg 
**  &c  &C.  by  thefe  bridges;  and  Edinburgh,  from  being  a'  bad  inconunodioiia 
«  ficuation,  would  become  a  Yery  beneficial  and  conTcnient  one :  And,  to  make 
*•  it  ilill  nu>re  fo.  a  branch  of  that  ri^er,  called  the  Water  of  Lehh,  might,  it  it 
^  thoagfat,  be  brought  from  fomewhere  about  the  Colt  Bridge,  to^fiU  and  ran 

*  through  the  North  Loch,  which  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  convent- 
**  ence,  beauty,  cleanlinelt  and  healthfulneia  of  the  town. 

«  The  mfking  a  canal  betwiit  the  rivers  of  Forth  and  Clyde  would  bf  a 
«  great  improvement  to  Scotland,  as  well  as  of  great  fervice  to  the  trade  of  the 
"  whole  ifland,  efpedally  the  India  trade,  by  faving  a  dangerous  long  pallage 
M  round  Britain,  fince,  by  that  canal  the  weft  and  eaft  fea  would  be  joined. 
•*  The  way  for  leading  of  thu  canal  is  from  near  Glafgow,  bj  KiHyth,  to  the 
•I  month  of  the  river  Carron  below  Falkirk.  It  is  praOicable,  aa  Mr.  Adair« 
«  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  M'Gill,  and  Mr.  Sorocold  judged,  who  travelled  twice  over 
•*  the  ground,  with  a  view  to  this  work.  From  the  hills  of  Campfie,  and  the 
••  liver  Carron  they  thought  there  would  be  water  fufficient  got  for  filling  the 
**  canal ;  and  that,  by  the  afliflanoe  of  feveral  fluices  near  €0  Olafgow  and  feme 
••  in  ether  parti,  the  canal  would  be  made  praAicable  for  flat  bottomed  boats  of 
«  a  very  confiderable  burden.  They  computed  that  30,0001.  Sterling  might  do 
^  the  work;  but,  (hoold  it  coft  the  double,  it  would  be  well  bcftowed,  and  be 
«<  foon  repaid  by  the  pcpfit  arifing  from  the  canal.'* 

Having  faid  ib  much  of  this  unfortunate  nobleman,  it  it  no  more  than  juflice 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  pariflies  to  mention  their 
beha^our  to  him  during  his  exile,  while  the  eftate  continued  under  the  direAion 
of  the  commtflioncrs  of  the  forfeited  eftates.  They  contributed  confiderably 
towards  afiifting  him  under  his  misfortunes.  Nof  fliould  an  ioftance  of  gratitude 
pafs  unnoticed  1  The  Karl,  whofe  taftc  for  architedure  was  generally  knowoi 
introduced  the  celebrated  Mr.  Oiais  into  bttfineff,the  beginning  of  this  century. 
Mr.'Gibbs  dying  without  children,  left  the  greateft  part  of  the  fortune  he  had 
acquired  to  Loafe  EasKiNSy  the  fon  of  his  firA  patrcn. 

voL.vin.  4N 
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The  following  is  a  copy  of  tho  compHmoitefy  poem  (abota 
nieoUoiitd)t  wrote  bj  George  Buchaaan  upoa  JoBir  'S^amm  oC 
Mark,  who  was  regent  of  Scotland^  during  the  wia/mtf  a£ 
King  James  VI. 


JoAMNi  Alt  a  KIM  o,  Comiti  Marhls,  Scoto^dm  Pa^aKOi. 

Si  quit  A«.i*KtNUM  roemore^  per  bcIU  fcToccm» 

Pace  grtvcm  nulli,  tempore  vtroque  plDoi; 
Si  qoit  opea  fine  faftu,  antmum  fine  fraude,  carcatem 

Rebu«  in  ambiguis  fufpicione  fidem ; 
Si  quod  ob  ha«  dotes,  fxvis  jadata  proceUU 

Fugit  in  ilUai  patria  fcfla  (inum ; 
Ven  quidem  memoret,  fed  n«D  &  propria :  laades  I 

Qui  pariter  petet  has  unus  •&  alter  crit.  ' 

mod  ei  proprium  eft,  loogo  quod  iu  ordine  vitaa 

Nil  odinin  aut  Uvor  quod  reprchcndat  habet* 


i 
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